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I . F O R E W O R D 

The following article is in no way a definitive account 
of the archaeology of Lincolnshire. This cannot very 
well be written for many years to come, but it is an 
attempt to put together for the first time all the 
information which is available in 1933. Lincolnshire 
has long been the bane of archaeologists studying 
distributions on the eastern side of England because it 
has interposed a long, nearly featureless bulk between 
important areas of ancient culture, although its 
geographical position has made it certain that it must 
have contained much important material. The 
distribution-maps included in this paper cannot show 
all the finer points of detail in any given epoch, and 
the scale on which they are drawn is too small to give 
real accuracy of placing to the find spots, but they are 
submitted in the hope that they will do something to 
remove the major deficiency. 

The following abbreviations have been used in the 
text : — 
B M = British Museum. 
G . . . . . . . = Grantham Museum. 
H = Hull Museum. 
L . . . . . . . = Lincoln Museum. 
S. . . . . . . = Scunthorpe Museum. 

A . A . S . R . . . . . = Associated Architectural Societies' Reports. 
Aher. . . . . . . = Abercromby, A Study of the Bronze Age Pottery 

of Great Britain and Ireland, and its associated 
Grave Goods, 2 volumes. 

Aberg. . . . . . . = Nils Aberg, The Anglo-Saxons in England during 
the Early Centuries after the invasion, Uppsala, 
1926. 

Allen . . . . . . = Allen, History of Lincolnshire, 1833, 2 volumes. 
Ant. J. . . . . - The Antiquaries' Journal. 
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4 volumes. 
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= Dudley, The History and Antiquities of the 

Scunthorpe and Frodingham District, with 
chapters by G. Walshaw, 1931, published by 
W . H. and C. H. Caldicott, High Street, 
Scunthorpe. 

= Sir John Evans, Ancient Bronze Implements. 
— Journal of the British Archaeological Association. 
— Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 
= Journal of Roman Studies. 
= Lincolnshire Notes and Queries. 
= Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society of East 

Anglia. 
= Philosophical Transactions (The Royal Society). 
= Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of London. 
= Archdeacon Edward Trollope, Sleaford and the 

Wapentakes of Flaxwell and Aswardhurn, 1877. 
= The Victoria County History. 
= Yerburgh, Sketches . . . of Old and New 

Sleaford, 1825. 

I I . G E N E R A L 

A venerable tradition in English archaeological 
and topographical studies has laid down that these 
matters shall always be treated along the lines of our 
ancient political divisions, the shires. This method is 
open to many objections, not the least being the 
frequent nonconformity of counties to natural regions, 
but in the case of Lincolnshire Nature has been kind 
and has defined the natural limits of the county in a 
decisive manner. There is thus no reason why the 
tradition should not be followed in this case. 

Lincolnshire, the second largest county in the 
British Isles, is a compact area bounded by the Humber 
on the north, the Trent on the west, the North Sea and 
the Wash on the east, and on the south by a line from 
Peterborough to a point a little east of the modern 
outfall of the Nene north of Wisbech. This last 
boundary seems arbitrary to-day, but there is little 
doubt that it represents the oldest course of the Nene, 
now called the Cat's Water or Old South Ea in different 
parts of its run from Peterborough to the coast. Thus 
there is only one point, the south-west, at which the 
county does not have an ancient or modern natural 
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boundary, and here the line runs from by Newark to 
the Welland at Stamford across the first stretch of 
ground above the 400-foot contour on the oolite ridge 
south of the Humber. Ten miles of the Lincoln-
Leicester boundary between the Trent and the Welland 
follow an ancient track called Sewestern Lane, the 
southern end of which, in Rutland, was certainly used 
in Roman times. 

The county falls into a number of well-marked 
natural divisions, the most important of which are 
its two ranges of hills, first the oolite ridge called 
Lincoln Edge which runs straight north and south 
on the western side of the county, and, second, the 
Wolds, a southward extension of the Yorkshire Wolds 
across the Humber, filling the north-eastern part of 
the area. 

Lincoln Edge is one of the most symmetrical 
natural features on the map of England. Its total 
length in Lincolnshire is sixty miles from the Humber 
to the Leicestershire boundary ; it is nowhere more 
than three miles wide and is in many places less. On 
its western edge it is an escarpment known locally as 
the " Cliff " rising abruptly nearly 200 feet above the 
floor of the Trent valley, and gradually sinking east-
wards to the valleys of the Ancholme and lower 
Witham. Just half way down the county it is pierced 
at right angles at the Lincoln Gap by the Witham, 
which, rising south of Grantham in the oolite country 
on the Rutland border and flowing north for forty 
miles, suddenly turns east through the convenient 
breach made in the barrier by the ancient Trent, and 
so flows south-eastwards to the Wash at Boston. 
Eighteen miles south of Lincoln there is another 
lesser gap in the Edge which has played a considerable 
part in the prehistory of the county. This is at 
Ancaster, where the infant river Slea flows along a 
strongly marked transverse valley which gives quick 
access from the Fenland and Wash to the upper 
Witham valley and the Trent. 

At the present day the Slea runs north-east to join 
the Witham, but there can be little doubt that in 
earlier times it turned south-east into the ancient inlet, 
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Bicker Haven, and so found a common outfall with 
the Welland in the neighbourhood of Fossdyke. The 
existence of such an inlet can only be accounted for as 

L i n c o l n s h i r l 

M I L E S 

FIG. I . GEOLOGICAL MAP OF LINCOLNSHIRE 

an outfall, and there is no physical obstacle preventing 
the Slea from reaching the sea by this route, which is 
much more natural than the present arrangement. 
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The Ancaster gap owes its existence to an earlier 
phase of the Witham's history before it became 
deflected northwards. The conjectural line of the 
original Slea outfall is shown on the map. 

The Wolds are also an escarpment forty miles long 
running in a south-easterly direction from the Humber. 
They are at their narrowest at the north end where 
they are not more than three miles wide but, once south 
of the Kirmington Gap opposite Grimsby, they 
broaden out rapidly to a width of between eight and 
ten miles, and when they end abruptly overlooking the 
East Fen and Boston they have fully attained the 
latter width. Their greatest heights are in the central 
region between Caistor and Louth. South of Caistor 
there is a height of 550 feet, Normanby Top, which 
falls very abruptly into the Ancholme valley, and there 
are considerable areas over 400 feet between the two 
places. The main mass of the Wolds, with the excep-
tion of much of the western escarpment and part of 
the south and round Spilsby, is chalk, but the surface 
is covered with glacial material as in the Yorkshire 
Wolds. Nearly all the drainage is to the east by the 
Skitter and Swinhope Becks, the rivers Lud and 
Steeping, and the stream called the Great Eau, but on 
the west side there is only one fairly large stream, the 
Bain, which runs southward through the central 
region past Horncastle to join the Witham at 
Tattershall. 

In common with all the higher ground in Lincoln-
shire, nearly all the surface of the Lincoln Edge and 
of the Wolds is under cultivation, though much of this 
is not more than 150 years old. There can be no 
county in England which has a larger percentage of its 
surface under the plough, and this great farming 
activity is reflected in the destruction of many minor 
monuments such as barrows. It is also probable that 
the notable absence of visible signs of Celtic agriculture 
on the Cliff, where it might well be expected, is due to 
the wholesale removal of the remains of the dry stone 
walls which delimited the fields on this oolite region 
by the vigorous agriculturalists of the period 1750-
1850 who were working with much larger units than 
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their predecessors. A similar process has removed 
most traces of Celtic agriculture from the Cotswolds. 

There are two extensive areas of low country. 
The first is the great extent of Fenland round the 
south and east shores of the Wash, continuing north-
wards on both sides of the Wolds. On the west side 
it runs right up to Lincoln and the low watershed 
dividing that river from the northward-flowing 
Ancholme. On the east there is the coastal strip 
called Marshland which seems to have carried very 
little population before later Anglo-Saxon times, 
although the coast was early the scene of a large salt 
manufacture. 

The Fenland has been very susceptible to changes 
in its surface conditions since the close of the Ice Age 
through the elevation and depression of the land 
surface in relation to the sea, though there is not much 
evidence of change due specifically to depression since 
Roman times. 

The most important divisions are the Witham and 
Deeping Fens south of Lincoln, and the East and West 
Fens north of Boston. Of these the former were for 
the most part drained in the seventeenth century, 
but the remarkable group of lakes and pools which 
formerly covered most of the East Fen did not vanish 
until Rennie carried out a big scheme of reclamation 
early in the nineteenth century. 

The silt country round Holbeach between the 
Welland and the Nene has always been relatively the 
driest part of the Fens and so gives correspondingly 
greater evidence of ancient human occupation, 
especially in Romano-British times. 

The second large low-lying area is the Isle of 
Axholme and its accompanying marshes on the west 
side of the Trent near its outfall to the Humber. 
Before the seventeenth century this region was kept 
flooded by the sluggish streams of the rivers Don, 
Torne, and Idle, but they were provided with entirely 
new channels by Vermuyden and the ground reclaimed. 
The only relic of the old lower course of the Don is the 
meandering of the Lincolnshire-Yorkshire boundary 
in this neighbourhood. The Isle proper consists of 
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some high ground reaching a maximum height of 
130 feet round Haxey and Epworth. This region had 
distinct attractions for a limited prehistoric population. 

A lesser tract of damp, low-lying country is the 
valley of the Ancholme which has also been greatly 
improved since the seventeenth century. 

This description, taken in conjunction with the 
geological map (Fig. 1), will show that the arrangement 
of Lincolnshire is very simple with a north and south 
system of valleys and ridges ; much of the county is 
virtually an island, only joined to the rest of England 
in pre-drainage days by the oolite ridge in the south-
west, and there are two large and easy entries by 
water, the Humber-Ancholme-Trent and the Wash-
Witham-Welland. The symmetrical arrangement of 
the hills has made the ancient trackway system of the 
county unusually simple in plan. 

The geology of the lower grounds in Lincolnshire 
is not very conducive to human occupation under 
prehistoric conditions. Keuper Marl and Oxford Clay 
combine to make much of the Trent and Witham 
valleys an area of dense natural scrub vegetation ; the 
same is true of the Ancholme valley, and the Fen basin 
in the lower Witham and Welland valleys has been 
subject to important changes which have made it 
more often than not unable to support more than a 
sparse population. Under these circumstances it 
would seem unlikely that there should be much 
prehistoric population off the Lincoln Edge and the 
Wolds. One of the surprises of the county's archaeology 
is the relatively considerable occupation of the low-
lying areas in several periods. 

Before proceeding to discuss the archaeology of 
the county, with the aid of a series of distribution maps, 
we may first consider the history of archaeological 
studies in Lincolnshire. This will not detain us long, 
for the record is meagre. In the early eighteenth 
century the circumstance of Stukeley's birth in the 
south of the county at Holbeach, and his professional 
and clerical life at Boston and Grantham brought the 
county prominently under the notice of the antiquarians 
of the time. The founding of the Spalding Gentlemen's 
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Society, in 1712, happily still in existence, drew 
together a number of kindred spirits under the leader-
ship of Maurice Johnson, but it cannot be conceded that 
these facts had much influence on the effective study 
of the county's antiquities, and the latter half of the 
century was a period of relative darkness only relieved 
from time to time by Sir Joseph Banks, the President 
of the Royal Society, who lived at Revesby Abbey. 

Another interesting character who lived through 
this period and well into the nineteenth century was 
John Cragg of Threekingham, who was an indefatig-
able antiquary in the time he could spare from his 
work as a land agent with extensive lands under his 
care. He made a great many notes on the antiquities 
of the county, mainly ecclesiastical, which he illus-
trated with meticulous care. Besides a mass of 
miscellaneous material he left an unpublished topo-
graphical history of the county. Although this does 
not contain a great deal of material of purely 
archaeological interest, it reflects the state of the 
county and the many changes which had come over 
it during the author's lifetime. John Cragg was an 
accurate observer in an age when antiquaries were 
exasperatingly vague. His manuscripts are now in 
the possession of his descendant W. A. Cragg. Esq., 
F.S.A., of Threekingham House. 

The record of the county in the nineteenth century 
is, for a while, little better. Two informative county 
histories were published by Allen and Marratt, and in 
1848 the Royal Archaeological Institute held a meeting 
at Lincoln which drew together for a brief while an 
interesting exhibition of antiquities found in the 
county, some of them of the greatest interest and 
unfortunately missing at the present day. A Lincoln 
Archaeological and Architectural Society was founded 
which flourishes at the present day and publishes its 
reports in association with the similar societies of the 
neighbouring counties. Unfortunately its energies 
have always been devoted primarily to the study of 
ecclesiology, a subject for which the county gives 
plenty of scope, and the county's more venerable 
antiquities have received little attention. 
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A worthy exception to the general indifference of 
his time was the late Bishop of Nottingham, Edward 
Trollope, who, while Archdeacon of Sleaford, paid 
much attention to the antiquities of that district and 
finally published in 1877 a book called " Sleaford and 
the Wapentakes of Flaxwell and Aswardhurn," in 
which he gave a valuable general sketch of the 
archaeology of the county as it was known in his time. 
Precentor Venables also kept a careful eye on the 
Roman remains which were revealed from time to 
time in Lincoln City. More recently the records of 
the county have received most careful attention from 
the Lincoln Record Society under the direction of 
Canon Foster of Timberland, and within the last two 
years a change has come over the prospect through 
the founding of the Lindsey Local History Society, 
now expanded to embrace the whole county. A 
" Lincolnshire Magazine " has been founded which is 
likely to reach quarters to which more obviously 
learned periodicals do not penetrate. 

Several archaeologists have watched over different 
parts of the county. The important Scunthorpe area 
has been under the care of A. Leslie Armstrong, Esq., 
F.S.A. Mrs. Rudkin of Willoughton has done a great 
deal of valuable field work in many parts of the county. 
Besides the County Museum at Lincoln, under Mr. 
Arthur Smith, important collections have been formed 
in Museums at Grantham and Scunthorpe, where Mr. 
H. Preston and Mr. Harold Dudley have done invalu-
able service. Much material is also to be found under 
Mr. Sheppard's care at Hull. 

Canon E. H. R. Tatham, F.S.A., took the first 
important step towards putting knowledge of Roman 
Lincolnshire on a better basis when he published an 
article on the subject in 1911. 1 

At the time of writing the county has just 
suffered the loss of Mr. C. S. Carter of Louth, who 
was prominent in that district both as antiquarian and 
naturalist. 

These improving prospects do not yet compensate 
1 Memorials of Old Lincolnshire, edited by E. Mansel Sympson, 1911, 

pp. 24-52. 
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for the absence of activity in the past. Where those 
who consider the archaeology of other counties have 
often before them the record of a century's work in the 
field Lincolnshire can show practically nothing. There 
remains the satisfaction of knowing that the most 
important sites preserve their secrets intact for future 
scientific investigation. 

We will now deal with the present state of the 
archaeology of the county period by period. 

I I I . T H E P A L A E O L I T H I C P E R I O D ( M a p , P I . i ) 

There is very little evidence so far for the occurrence 
of Lower Palaeolithic industries in the county. Mr. 
J. P. T. Burchell, in his Presidential Address to the 
Prehistoric Society of East Anglia for 1931, 1 reports 
early Mousterian flake implements in estuarine shingle 
at Kirmington and also Clactonian implements in 
cannon-shot gravels from the same place. A palaeolith 
of unspecified type has also been reported from 
Wragby. Otherwise the only undoubted palaeolith 
picked up in Lincolnshire was found by the railway 
line at Skellingthorpe under conditions which make it 
nearly certain that it was brought in with railway 
ballast from East Anglia. 

The Upper Palaeolithic is also only doubtfully 
represented. Flint points blunted down one side, 
which are Upper Aurignacian in form, have been found 
by Mr. Armstrong at Sheffield's Hill, three miles north 
of Scunthorpe,2 and on the Cliff above Willoughton 
further south towards Lincoln.3 They also occur at 
Hall Hill, West Real, in the South Wolds, but it is an 
open question how far these implements are palaeo-
lithic in time as well as in form. Mr. Armstrong has 
also announced the discovery of rolled Aurignacian 
implements enclosed in a boulder clay and raised 
beach at Hardwick Hill on the east side of the Trent 
near Owston Ferry. 

1 P.S.E.A., Vol. vi, part iv, pp. 
262-5. Ant. J., xi, 1931, p. 262. 

2 P.S.E.A., 1931, Vol. vi, part iv, 

PP- 335-9- " A Late Upper Aurigna-
cian Station in North Lincolnshire." 

3 P.S.E.A., 1932, Vol. vii, part i, 
p. 130. 
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IV. THE MESOLITHIC PERIOD ( M a p , P L i) 

In Mesolithic times a very interesting example of 
geological control over human settlement comes into 
view. Both in this period and, later, in the Early 
Bronze Age, it is a nearly invariable rule that any 
exposure of sand will be found to carry traces of human 
occupation, especially when it is near good natural 
hunting grounds. There are two areas in Lincolnshire 
where this phenomenon has been investigated with 
some care—the Scunthorpe district and the sandstone 
region in the South Wolds round Spilsby and the upper 
valley of the Steeping River. In these two regions 
there are two sites where the evidence is particularly 
impressive. They are Risby Warren east of Scunthorpe 
and Hall Hill, West Real. 

Risby Warren has long been famous as the scene 
of a considerable microlithic flint industry and Mr. 
Armstrong regards it as the type Tardenoisian station 
in Britain. He has distinguished three phases, the 
first the latest phase of the developed Upper 
Aurignacian consisting mainly of points blunted down 
part of one side as at Sheffield's Hill, and the other 
two stages in the development of the geometric industry 
of triangles, " trapezoids," crescents, and micro-burins. 
Although the most prolific site has always been Risby 
Warren, microliths are found in a number of places 
on the sandy heaths between Risby and Manton, and 
the distribution has been shown to carry as far south 
as Willoughton. While the great majority of the sites 
is on the summit and upper slopes of the Cliff they also 
occur in the valley to the west, where they are revealed 
by iron workings, and it seems that the determining 
factor in their distribution is not height but the 
occurrence of sand. The reasons for this preference 
for living on sand need no demonstration. 

At West Real the site on Hall Hill is particularly 
impressive. Here the Wolds end abruptly at the edge 
of the East Fen and Hall Hill projects boldly in 
tabular form with a height of 250 feet. To the south 
is a vast prospect over the whole area of the Fenland, 
and westwards the hill commands Sow Dales, a deep 
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valley running up into the Wolds. The flat top of the 
hill is produced by a capping of Spilsby sandstone, the 
disintegration of which has given rise to large sandy 
areas on which the microlith makers lived. Specially 
attractive to primitive settlers are the springs which 
break out in many places from under the sandstone 
layer and so give a water supply close to the top of the 
hill. Fig. 2 shows a typical group of Microliths from 
this site. 

At Risby Warren every epoch in British prehistory 
from the Mesolithic onwards is well represented, with 

FIG. 2 . THE MICROLITHIC INDUSTRY OF HALL HILL, WEST KEAL 

CDrawing by the kindness of Dr. J. G. D. Clark, F.S.A.) 



156 THE PRESENT STATE OF 

a special richness in the Early Bronze Age. The same 
is true at Hall Hill, though the site is on a lesser scale. 

The existence of another microlithic site has just 
been proved at Burgh-le-Marsh. During the excavation 
of the barrow called Cock Hill in the summer of 1933 
several microlithic cores and flakes were found in the 
material of the barrow, along with one very perfect 
specimen of a hollow-based microlithic point. The 
barrow was made of material scraped up from the 
surface round, and it is safe to say that there is a 
microlithic site in the same field, though no search can 
be made because it is down to grass. 

Here again the site has a very fine outlook over the 
Marshland, though the site is not sandy. 

There is reason to believe that another microlithic 
site on sand is to be found near Woodhall Spa, though 
the matter has not yet been tested on the ground. 
The existing evidence is to be found in the Sturge 
Collection at the British Museum. 

Material now in Grantham Museum shows that 
there is another small microlithic site close to a spring 
in the parish of Barrowby west of Grantham. The 
actual microliths are not numerous, but there is much 
of the typical waste material, and both leaf and barbed 
and tanged arrowheads are found on the site. 

In the sand regions of the South Wolds it seems to 
be the rule that the mere presence of a good exposure 
of sand will not by itself ensure human occupation. 
The aspect of the site has much importance. Where 
the outlook is to the south or west men settled, but 
even though some of the north and east facing sites 
have large areas of sand they have not so far yielded 
any signs of human occupation. 

The two microlithic sites identified in this area are 
both in the parish of West Real, one on Hall Hill, and 
the other in the north of the parish by Bunker's Gorse. 
No doubt others will be found, but as yet the earliest 
human occupation on most of the sand sites in the 
South Wolds has been no older than the Early Bronze 
Age. 

There are other sand regions in Lincolnshire which 
will probably repay investigation. They occur chiefly 
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under the Western edge of the Wolds between Caistor 
and Market Rasen, but they are much overgrown with 
bracken and birch trees and do not offer many facilities 
for surface examination. The sandy regions on the 
east side of the Trent south of Torksey may also yield 
something. 

V . T H E N E O L I T H I C P E R I O D ( M a p , P I . I i ) 

The map shows the present state of our information 
about Neolithic Lincolnshire. One of the surprises of 
the county's archaeology is the occurrence of nine, 
and possibly ten, surviving long barrows on the Wolds. 
The existence of these wasnot suspected before the present 
survey was undertaken, but it will be readily seen that 
if the Yorkshire Wolds are an important long barrow 
area there are no physical disabilities in the Lincoln-
shire Wolds which prevent them from being one also. 
These barrows have recently been published in some 
detail1 so that there is no need to give a lengthy 
description of them here, and it will suffice to mention 
their chief characteristics. They are rigidly confined 
to the chalk area of the Wolds so far as their distribu-
tion is known at present, and they are long mounds 
of chalk rubble placed, for the most part, along the 
contour lines on the upper edges of the Wold valleys. 
Most of them are in a good state of preservation and 
they show no superficial signs of side ditches or horns, 
though several show signs of internal subsidence which 
may indicate the collapse of a wooden chamber. Their 
orientation is very vague and is in most cases deter-
mined by the lay of the land on which they stand, 
but they all show the long barrow peculiarity of being 
higher and broader at one end. The local lore about 
them is scanty and does not go beyond recognising 
them as graves. At the time of writing a first season's 
work on the Giants' Hills long barrow, Skendleby, has 
thrown some light on the character and affinities of the 
group. Work has so far been confined to clearing a 
section of the side ditch which was suspected to exist 

1 Arch. J., 89, pp. 174-202. 
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on the north edge of the barrow (PI. iji A). It proved to 
be a very large affair 12 feet deep and about 15 feet wide 
at the deepest part. The problem of its length was not 
settled, but it can hardly be less than 150 feet, and 
may be more. No sign of a causeway was found in a 
40-foot stretch. The finds at the bottom were meagre, 
but sufficed to show that the builders were Windmill 
Hill folk and that Beaker folk arrived on the spot and 
lived in the ditch quite early in the history of its 
silting. A Hallstatt type bronze swan-necked pin and a 
bronze penannular finger ring were found higher in 
the ditch and underneath clear evidence of a period 
of Iron Age ploughing when much earth was drawn 
down into the ditch by the plough from the field on 
the upper side of the barrow. In Romano-British 
times the ploughing seems to have been given up. 
PI. iv A shows the excavated ditch seen from the outer 
side looking towards the barrow. 

The barrow proper has not yet been opened. There 
is reason to suspect that at least one barrow, Beacon 
Plantation, Walmsgate, may contain the crematorium 
trench found in several of the East Yorkshire examples. 
Apart from the East Yorkshire group the nearest long 
barrows are two recently recognised on the Magnesian 
Limestone east of Sheffield, at Sprotbrough1 and 
Dinnington2 respectively, and far away to the south 
on the other side of the Fenland is the solitary example 
at Therfield Heath, west of Royston, superficially very 
similar to those in Lincolnshire.3 

The map also shows the distribution of the other 
objects normally associated with the Neolithic period. 
Pottery of the Peterborough type has been found in 
two places, Risby Warren, Scunthorpe, and Hall Hill, 
West Keal.4 A doubtful sherd which may belong to 
this type was also taken from the filling of the ditch 
at Giants' Hills. 

There was probably an open Neolithic settlement 
at Risby Warren, though it would be impossible, in 

1 M a p of the Trent Basin in the 3 C . Fox, Archaeology of the Cam-
Megalithic Period. Ordnance Survey, bridge Region, p. n . 
1933, pp. 18 and 20. 4 Arch. J., 88, 156. 

2 Ibid. 
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the present state of our knowledge, to be sure whether 
the Peterborough type pottery found here represents 
a separate pre-Early Bronze Age occupation, or whether 
it is to be associated with the beaker wares common at 
Risby in the way which is becoming increasingly 
familiar on other sites. The numerous leaf arrowheads 
from Risby Warren make it fairly safe to assume a 
primary purely Neolithic settlement. The finds at 
West Keal are not yet sufficient to justify the claim 
that there has been an open Neolithic settlement there, 
though pottery and leaf arrowheads occur. 

An interesting find has recently been made at the 
filter beds of the Grantham Waterworks by the 
Cringle Brook in the parish of Great Ponton. At this 
point the brook flows along a narrow, well-marked 
valley to join the Witham about a quarter of a mile 
to the north-east. Gravel has been dug from the 
floor of the valley for use in the construction of the 
beds, and a pot (G) was found by one of the workmen 
at a depth of about 2 feet. Although badly smashed 
by the pick it is easy to see that it was round-bottomed. 
The paste has a dirty brown surface flecked with a large 
quantity of pounded shelly material which probably 
had a fossil origin, and it is extremely hard, On 
fractured edges it is seen to be black right through. 
The rim is nearly straight with flattened edge and a 
slight groove below the edge on the inside. The pot 
thins slightly an inch below the rim before the body 
curves outwards. The diameter of the mouth is about 
6 inches. Mr. Stuart Piggott has kindly examined the 
fragments and compared them with the material from 
Windmill Hill. He reports that they agree very well 
with much of the pottery from the classic site. After 
the finding of the pieces a careful search was carried 
out on the dump to which the gravel from this place 
had been taken. It was rewarded by the finding of a 
highly patinated flint flake with minutely serrated 
edge and comparable in every way with specimens 
from the important Neolithic sites at Whitehawk and 
the Trundle in Sussex. The writer has recently visited 
the site of the discovery and was able to make out the 
section of what appeared to be a hut pit in the face 
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of the gravel cutting a little way from the site of the 
original find. Bones were seen in its bottom and also 
clear signs of two slight trenches at the edges of the 
pit at the base of its side walls. An early excavation 
of this is contemplated. If reasonable hopes are 
fulfilled this will be the first Windmill Hill settlement 
site found in the county. 

The distribution of leaf arrowheads is shown on 
the map and it will be seen that they bear no relation 
to the long barrows. Many have been found at 
Scunthorpe and Manton Warren, and there is also a 
remarkable group from Cote Hill Farm, Kirkby-cum-
Osgodby, whence also come three flint " beaker" 
knives (PI. iii B), and other objects belonging to the 
full Bronze Age (L). So far the Wolds have hardly 
produced any and the few there are relate to the sand 
areas of the South Wolds. 

The distribution of the axes of flint and stone also 
has no sort of congruence with that of long barrows. 
It is not suggested that the axes are in many cases 
contemporary with the long barrows, for many of 
them probably belong to the earlier part of the Bronze 
Age. The only cases of close association between axes 
and long barrows are at Ash Hill, Swinhope and at 
Giants' Hills. At Swinhope a piece of a greenstone 
axe was recently picked up close to the north-east 
end of the barrow, and at Giants' Hills a spall struck 
from a highly polished flint axe was found in the silting 
of the ditch at the Early Bronze Age horizon. 

One point emerges from the study of the stone 
axes. Those belonging to the recognised older type 
are distinguished on the map and it will be seen that 
their distribution is not excessively at variance with 
that of other known features of Neolithic culture, 
since they tend to group on the Wolds and at 
Scunthorpe. 

One axe cannot be passed over without special 
mention. A beautiful example of a jadeite axe 1 was 
obtained some years ago at Owston Ferry, on the 
Trent north of Gainsborough, under conditions which 

1 Dechelette, Manual, i, 514. J.R.A.I., lx, 1930, 211. 



face page 122. P L A T E III . 

B. FLINT DAGGERS OF THE ' BEAKER ' PERIOD, FROM 
KIRKBY-CUM-OSGODBY 

(Lincoln Museum) 



P L A T E I I . To face page 101. 

HANDLED BEAKER FROM DENTON 



A R C H A E O L O G Y IN L I N C O L N S H I R E IO7 

make it not unlikely that it was picked up in the Isle 
of Axholme, probably in the neighbourhood of Wroot. 

An old find, now lost, was reported in 1846 from 
the neighbourhood of Sleaford.1 It was described as 
an axe or amulet of mottled nephrite with a small 
perforation, and sounds as though it was akin to the 
well-known class of Breton imports. 

V I . T H E E A R L Y B R O N Z E A G E ( M a p , P I . V ) 

The map shows the distribution of Early Bronze Age 
material in Lincolnshire. The arrangement is entirely 
what might be expected in an age when Continental 
intruders were making their way into the country from 
the North Sea. It is clear that great use was made of Lin-
colnshire's two great entrances by water, the Humber 
and the Wash. The most characteristic ob j ect associated 
with Early Bronze Age folk in Britain is the beaker 
which, when used as grave furniture, is accompanied 
by various objects, the character of which depends 
upon the type of beaker, and so upon the particular 
section of the invaders concerned. In Lincolnshire the 
type of beaker is invariably that classed by Lord 
Abercromby as ' A,' and it is therefore not surprising 
that the county has yielded a number of the flint 
daggers which are associated with this type. Unfortun-
ately no complete grave group has yet been discovered. 

The distribution of the beakers and beaker daggers 
is entirely riverine. They are found on the south edge 
of the Wolds, in the valley of the middle Bain, at 
Billinghay, where a gravel spit encourages landing 
from the river Slea, by the Witham below Lincoln, in 
the upper Ancholme valley, on the favourable sand 
areas overlooking the junction of the Humber and 
Trent, and finally in the upper Witham valley on the 
modern Lincoln-Leicester boundary. There is only 
one indication that Bronze Age folk landed on the 
coast of Lincolnshire provided by a beaker found at 
Wootton, information about which was kindly given 
by Mr. V. Crowther-Beynon, F.S.A. It is probable 
that this beaker relates to the Skitter Beck off the 

1 Rev. G . Oliver, Ancient Britons . . . in Sleaford, 1846, p. 56. 
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Humber, though it may also be a backwash through 
the Kirmington Gap from the Ancholme valley. 

The group of beakers at Caythorpe, Grantham, 
Sudbrook, Denton, and Woolsthorpe -(G) poses a 
number of problems. In the first place it looks as 
though they may have reached their inland position 
equally well from the Trent or from the Slea through 
the Ancaster Gap. This is not a matter of much 
moment, but the circumstances of their discovery 
raise a question of interest. With the exception of 
the pair found in Grantham all the others have been 
revealed by ironstone mining. In this district the work 
involves the total removal of all the surface soil and 
the extraction of the ironstone from underneath. In 
this process the entire content of the soil is revealed. 
Every one of these beakers with the exceptions 
mentioned above, has been found in this way. Since 
most of the ground on the western verge of the Lincoln 
Edge south of Lincoln is equally practicable for Early 
Bronze Age settlement it becomes a moot point 
whether this distribution map shows the true state of 
things at that time, since it does not depend so much 
on the absolute occurrence of beakers as upon the 
activity of ironstone miners. To put it shortly, it 
tends to be a map of ironstone mining rather than of 
beaker distribution. There is no need to regard this 
too seriously, for it does nothing to vitiate the enormous 
importance of the distribution map method, but these 
considerations impose caution when studying a local 
distribution in close detail. 

All the Lincolnshire beakers found so far have been 
clear examples of the " A " type and the other objects 
found either with them or in the same area have been 
associates of this type; witness the six beaker flint 
daggers, two from Scunthorpe, three from Kirkby-cum-
Osgodby (PI. iii B), and one from Fiskerton east of 
Lincoln. Part of what may be another has also been 
picked up at Langton-by-Spilsby in the South Wolds. 

Unfortunately all the beaker-finds made in 
Lincolnshire have been casual so that no typical 
association has been found under scientific conditions. 
It is also true that some of the beakers, especially 



76 race p. 124 ' PLATE V. 

• SETTLEMENT 5 l T E A FLINT DAGGER 
I "A" BEAKER » AXE HAMMER 
> 7 \ - C " BEAKER • 5TONE OR FLINT AXE 
V HANDLED BEAKER ? "HULID* BRONZE DAGGER 
• FOOD VESSEL + FLAT AXE 
w HANDLED FOOD VESSEL 



• 

•^n-wrwmMm 

• ! * • " • ' ' t . f t - « 

• 



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LINCOLNSHIRE IO7 

those from West Keal, are only represented by 
fragments, but the style of their decoration is that 
normally associated with the " A " beaker. It would 
be impossible to say how many beakers are represented 
by the great quantity of broken Early Bronze Age 
pottery which is revealed from time to time on Risby 
Warren by the scouring action of the wind over the 
sand. Though much collecting on the Warren has 
brought to an end the earlier profusion of finds it is 
still possible to pick up scraps of beaker and other 
Bronze Age pottery almost by the pound weight under 
favourable conditions. Much of this material is very 
fragmentary and badly worn by blowing sand, but 
there can be no doubt that it all belongs to the Bronze 
Age, and that a considerable portion of it is true 
beaker ware. It is not too much to hope that evidence 
of Early Bronze Age potting methods may yet be 
found on the Warren since it is clear that a great deal 
of the material must have been made practically on 
the spot. We feel that it will be no exaggeration to say 
that there is no site in England which has yielded so 
much evidence of Early Bronze Age occupation. 

The two handled beakers (G) both come from the 
Grantham district, one having been found in the 
borough of Grantham itself and the other in the iron-
stone diggings at Denton. The latter is a fine example, 
nearly straight-sided, and lavishly enriched by carefully 
applied decoration on the sides, handle and base 
(PI. iv). Though slightly damaged, it may lay claim 
to be one of the finest examples in Britain. The 
finding of at least half-a-dozen broken handles of 
beakers on the Warren at Scunthorpe shows that they 
were no uncommon feature of the Early Bronze Age 
settlement there. 

Food vessels have been found in some numbers on 
the west side of the county with a preponderant 
grouping round Grantham. Before dealing with these 
we will dispose of some outlying specimens. 

The Scunthorpe specimen was found by a sand-
wheeler in an iron-stone pit on the south side of 
Bagmoor Lane, near Bagmoor Farm, north of Scun-
thorpe. It is now in the possession of Sir Berkeley 
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Sheffield and is a splendid specimen of Abercromby's 
type i a (PI. vi). 1 The next comes from Brigg (BM) 
and belongs to Abercromby's type 3.2 The third is an 
abnormal specimen found near Kirkby Laythorpe, east 
of Sleaford (L).3 It has no exact parallel in Abercromby, 
but is not unlike several Scottish and Irish examples 
such as 289 and 293 on Plate xlvii, and 303 and 304 on 
Plate xlviii, both in Volume I. It is a dumpy pot of 
buff ware, ornamented from base to lip with parallel 
horizontal cord impressions, and with a rim flattened 
and inclined inwards. Another pot of the same type 
from near Sleaford is now in the Museum of the 
Spalding Gentlemen's Society. It is said to have been 
found in a mound near Sleaford station. 

A very peculiar food vessel with four vestigial feet 
was found in a bed of sand close to the old course of 
the Witham in the parish of Heighington in 1868.4 

It was 4 ! in. high and 6 j in. in diameter. The rim 
sloped inwards and the upper half of the vessel, which 
was nearly vertical, bore four parallel horizontal 
cordon grooves. Each of the four curved depressions 
in the sides produced by the vestigial feet was also 
emphasised by five curved equidistant grooves, and 
each one of the " feet " was pierced through by a 
horizontal hole no larger than would take a piece of 
string (PI. vii). This interesting vessel now seems to 
be lost. It belongs to a class rare in Britain but more 
common in North Germany. 

None of the associations of any of the above food 
vessels is properly known ; they are all chance finds. 

Grantham Museum contains a valuable group of 
food vessels from the neighbourhood. 

Caythorpe has produced three vessels, two of which 
are very good examples, while the other has a form 
which makes it just possible that it is not a food 
vessel at all but a beaker of Abercromby's group B i . 
The more important of the two undoubted food 
vessels is a handled example (PI. viii A).5 It is 41 in. 
high, 5 | in. in diameter at the mouth, and 2 in. in 

1 Dudley, p. 23, plate p. 24. cf. 3 Trollope, 416. 
Aber. I, most examples in plates 36, 
37 and 38. 

2 Aber. I, plate xli, no. 199. 

4 Arch. J., xxvi, 288, fig. Aber. I, 
p. 114, plate xliii, 224. 

6 cf. Aber. I, xxii, 296b. 
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the base, decorated by a series of large pendent 
triangles, the first belt extending from the lip to the 
carination, and the second from the carination 
practically to the base, where there are three parallel 
horizontal grooves. The rim is also decorated with 
three rows of punctures. The second is an orthodox 
form 1 4J in. in height, 5 J in. across the top, and 
2\ in. at the base. The upper part is decorated with 
two rows of deep vertical " maggots " of large size 
which could be the impressions of an ammonite, and 
below the carination there is one more row of similar 
impressions. The rim has three rows of cord impres-
sion. The abnormal vessel is a small object only 
4 in. high with no marked rim or carination, and a 
profile strongly reminiscent of Abercromby's B i 
beakers. It was found in association with a Type I 
cinerary urn and so may be some form of incense cup. 
A decoration of a large chevron applied vertically 
from rim to base covers the whole of the pot. If this 
is a B beaker it is the only example from the county, 
its nearest neighbour being the beaker from East 
Winch, near King's Lynn, marked on the map. 

Another food vessel comes from Normanton, close 
to Caythorpe on the south-west. There is nothing 
remarkable about it save that there is a very well-
marked groove just below the rim.2 The uppermost 
groove and the area above the carination are filled 
with a vertical chevron design. Below, a series of 
pendent triangles extend from the carination half way 
to the base. 

Sudbrook has produced three good food vessels. 
The best is 5 ! in. high, 7 in. across the mouth, and 
21 in. across the base. The form and decoration of 
this vessel are both elegant.3 There is a groove 
with pinchings round the carination, the upper con-
cavity is decorated with positive triangles, and the 
rim has a chevron along its outer edge. The lower 
part is undecorated (PI. viii B). The second is a normal 
vessel 5 J in. in height and 6J in. across the mouth. 

1 cf. Aber . I, xxv, 118, 121, but 3 cf. Aber . I, xxxvi, 1 2 9 ; xxxvii, 
better made and decorated. 145. 

2 cf. Aber . I, xxxiii, 89. 
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The upper part is decorated with three rows of crescent 
" maggots " opening downwards, and there is nothing 
else on the body of the pot. There is no groove round 
the carination. 

The third is 5 ! in. high and plain.1 

Little Gonerby, the northern suburb of Grantham, 
has yielded a vessel of abnormal type. It is a straight-
rimmed pot 5 in. high and about the same in width at 
the mouth, with little taper towards the base. Four 
grooves with intervening raised bands of the same 
width occupy the upper part of the body and the rest 
is covered by a bold design of a large horizontal 
chevron made up of big " maggots " (PI. viii c). The 
vessel was found in association with a cinerary urn 
mentioned below, a nearly oval perforated hammer of 
porphyritic dolerite with square sides, and two. 
human skeletons. It has no parallel in Abercromby 
and appears to be some sort of hybrid. 

One small pot which is doubtfully either a 
degenerate food vessel or a small cinerary urn comes 
from Papermill Lane in Grantham. The rim carries 
a vertical band of chevrons pointing to the right and 
the carination another of bolder type pointing left.2 

Associated with this was a much larger vessel, 9 in. 
high, midway between a food vessel and a cinerary urn 
in profile. The upper concavity is decorated with a 
band of positive triangles, there is a rough ornament 
of strokes round the rim, and the carination has some 
parallel cord impressions. 

This completes the list of food-vessels for the 
county. The commoner stone and flint implements 
associated with this period also conform to the riverine 
character of the distribution. The ordinary polished 
axes abound along the river valleys. The insular 
character of Haxey in the Isle of Axholme is now 
clearly demonstrated for the first time by a group 
of finds. 

A few axes occur sparsely in the Central Wolds, 
and there are even some in Marshland and in the 
neighbourhood of Mablethorpe, constituting almost 
the only satisfactory evidence of the prehistoric 

1 cf. Aber. I, xxxii, 65. * cf. Aber. I, xxix, 7. 



To face page 128. P L A T E V I I I . 

BRONZE AGE POTTERY IN THE GRANTHAM MUSEUM 



PLATE I I . To face page 1 0 1 . 

GROUP OF CINERARY URNS FOUND IN ASSOCIATION AT SUDBROOK 
NEAR GRANTHAM (THE TOP RIGHT-HAND VESSEL DOES NOT BELONG 

TO THE GROUP) 



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LINCOLNSHIRE IO7 

occupation of that region before the Early Iron Age. 
There is a much-rolled axe from Mablethorpe foreshore 
(L) which there is reason to suppose has been washed 
out of land now lost to the sea. As we shall see later 
when dealing with the Romano-British period, it is 
probable that there has been a loss of land along this 
coast since the Bronze Age and this little group seems 
to indicate the occupation of ground, much of which 
has been washed away. 

The perforated axes and axe hammers are all very 
faithful to the valleys. There is only one outlier on 
the shores of the outer Humber at Cleethorpes (L), 
and this does nothing to invalidate the general rule. 
The lesser objects—barbed and tanged arrowheads 
plano-convex knives, and scaled round scrapers—also 
fall into line. 

Metal objects belonging to the Early Bronze Age 
are rare. One flat axe, now in Liverpool Museum, has 
been taken from the Witham, though there is no 
closer provenance. There is one bronze knife dagger 
from Lincoln (L) in. long, with rounded heel, 
median ridge, and two rivet holes still containing the 
rivets. Another primitive object is a bronze awl 
recently found on Risby Warren in association with 
beaker pottery, though not in a funerary context. 

The nearest approach to a flat axe, other than the 
one mentioned above, is an axe of unusual form 
from Brigg 7 in. long and increasing in width from 
1 in. at the butt to in. at the blade (L). Its sides 
are slightly burred and it is more comparable to Scan-
dinavian types than British. 

The county has produced three examples of early 
forms of palstave. The first is from Reepham, near 
Lincoln, with recurved points to the blade, burred 
edges, and no stop ridge (L). The second comes from 
Horncastle and is now in the Greenwell Collection in 
the British Museum. There is an incipient stop ridge, 
the edges are rippled and burred, and the blade has 
been spread very much by hammering. The third 
example is a very similar object found on Risby 
Warren by Mr. Armstrong in July, 1930.1 None of 

1 Ant. J., xi, p. 279. 
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these forms is very early, and they may all tail over 
into the Middle Bronze Age. 

A comparison of the Early Bronze Age and 
Neolithic maps shows that there is a nearly complete 
disharmony between the two distributions except in 
the limited regions where unusually favourable con-
ditions have attracted settlers at all periods. There 
is no clear evidence that the Early Bronze Age folk 
settled on the Wolds at ah. As far as their remains 
are found in that area they are rigidly confined to the 
river valleys. There was a considerable penetration 
into the Bain and Steeping valleys, but this is not 
inconsistent with a survival of the Long Barrow 
people side by side with the invaders. The excavation 
of the ditch at Giants' Hills has shown that there the 
Early Bronze Age folk trod fairly closely on the heels 
of the long barrow builders and were living in the 
barrow ditch in the early stages of its silting. Thus 
the overlap may not have lasted for very long. The 
evidence, though less impressive, is in keeping with 
that coming from another long barrow enclave, the 
Cotswolds. 

Before passing to the next phase of the Bronze Age 
it is necessary to consider round barrows. 

Lincolnshire is almost entirely without any record 
of barrow excavation, and has produced no Bateman, 
Green well, or Mortimer. The only group which has 
been excavated was dealt with by Arthur Trollope on 
Brought on Common as long ago as 1851. 1 There were 
eight barrows here, all standing on low ground on the 
west side of the Ancholme valley. The large barrow 
by the side of the High Street called Bully Hill in the 
parish of Kirmond-le-Mire was dug by Edward 
Trollope in 1860 to no great purpose,z and when we 
have mentioned several pieces of work which have 
been performed on barrows which have turned out to 
be Anglo-Saxon in age the record is complete. 
Experience has shown that it is quite impossible to be 
sure of the age and character of a barrow from a mere 
surface inspection, but, since they must be shown, it 
has been decided to put all round barrows on the map 

1 Arch. J., 8, 341 ff. 2 Arch. J., 17, 64. 
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of the Middle Bronze Age, excepting in such cases 
where it is known that they belong to some other 
time. In this way more will probably be attributed 
to the Bronze Age than is just, but every one marked 
has been inspected by the author on the ground, and 
there has been no obvious reason, such as the high 
conical form often affected by Roman barrows, why 
they should be attributed to any other period. Since 
Lincolnshire is such an intensely agricultural county 
the destruction of barrows has been proportionately 
great, but the Wolds can still show a considerable 
number, though nothing like the great groups which 
used to be on the Yorkshire Wolds. Many of those 
shown on the map have been reduced to mere faint 
bumps in ploughed fields. 

Although the great majority of the barrows stand 
on high ground, there are three groups at a very low 
elevation, those on Broughton Common referred to 
above, several at Little Dowsby on the edge of the 
Deeping Fen north of Bourne, and a group at a farm 
called Butterbump in the Marshland parish of 
Willoughby. 

On the Wolds there are three main barrow nuclea-
tions. The first is a widely-scattered group of more 
than a dozen round the headwaters of the Bain, 
especially in the parish of Burgh on Bain. On the east 
side of Tathwell, south of Louth, there is a fine group 
of six barrows and an outlier standing in a line called 
Bully Hills, and finally round the sources of the 
Steeping River there is a group of seven dotted over an 
area where there are many surface traces of Early 
Bronze Age settlement. Others occur here and there 
in the Northern Wolds, and it seems probable that the 
mound from which the village of Toothillgets its name, 
a little north-west of Grimsby, was also a Bronze Age 
barrow, although the pot found in it when the site was 
being dug for sand has been lost. The nearest approach 
to a group in the north is round Brocklesby at the 
seaward end of the Kirmington Gap. 

Of this frequent occurrence of round barrows in 
the Wolds, where there are no other signs of con-
temporary occupation it can only be said that this 
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tendency of Bronze Age people to place their dead for 
the most part far from them on high ground can be 
paralleled in many other parts of Britain. The 
presence of these barrows seems to imply that in the 
latter part of the second millennium B.C. the long 
barrow builders had either become extinct or had been 
absorbed. 

The Lincoln Edge shows scarcely a single example 
of a surviving barrow, though the finding of a number 
of cinerary urns in different places shortly to be 
enumerated makes it very probable that many have 
been destroyed by cultivation. This was especially 
the case on the great heath south of Lincoln. 

V I I . T H E M I D D L E B R O N Z E A G E ( M a p , P I . x ) 

The map shows the county in the Middle Bronze 
Age. Once again for all but barrows the distribution is 
mainly determined by the river valleys. In general 
the spread of the population does not vary in any 
marked degree from that of the Early Bronze Age. 
The chief areas occupied are round Scunthorpe, the 
Ancholme valley, the Lincoln Gap, and the oolite 
country of the Upper Witham towards the Leicester 
border. 

The possibilities of the Lincoln Edge appear to 
have commended themselves to folk in the latter part 
of the Bronze Age, for there is fairly continuous 
evidence of settlement down the whole length of the 
county here. As usual the sandy country in the 
South Wolds had its quota of people. 

Of late years the museums of the county have 
made great progress in their collections of cinerary 
urns of the Middle and Late Bronze Age. Grantham 
has been most successful owing to the keenness of 
Mr. Preston and the occurrence of a good deal of 
material in the district which has been turned out 
chiefly by ironstone mining. 

In dealing with these vessels the plan will be 
followed of beginning in the north-west corner of the 
county and working southwards. 

The most northerly point at which a cinerary urn 
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has been found is Winteringham, where there is a 
story that one was found in the North Beach gravel pit at 
the same time that a hoard of socketed celts mentioned 
below was turned out. No pieces of this vessel are 
known to survive, and there is no evidence of associa-
tion between it and the bronzes. For these reasons 
it has not been marked on the map. 

We then come to the Scunthorpe area, where it is 
probable that a great many more urns have been 
destroyed than have ever reached places of safe 
custody. The existing material is divided between 
the British Museum, which has the results of the 
excavation of the barrow group on Broughton Common, 
and the museums of Scunthorpe and Hull. 

The Scunthorpe urns are two in number and are 
accompanied by a small biconical cup (S). They were 
found during iron-stone digging in the Beauchamp 
Pit on the south side of the town. The urns belong to 
Abercromby's Type I. The larger one is similar to 
124 and the smaller to n 6 b in the second volume of 
Abercromby. 

Another group comes from the parish of Roxby 
nearby (H), also found by ironstone digging. Here 
there are one large urn, a piece of the ornamented 
collar of another, and a miniature model of an urn 
only 2 in. high and imitating the larger one very 
closely. This last belongs to Abercromby's Type I 
and is very similar to 70. An interesting feature is a 
pronounced upward bulge of the base. At Hull there 
is a biconical urn 6 | in. high with a very deep collar. 
This is ornamented with a close trellis pattern of 
twisted cord impressions and was taken from an 
ironstone mine at Roxby. Fragments of another large 
urn (S) were found in the Conesby mine, north of 
Scunthorpe, in conjunction with cremated bones. 

The one considerable group of barrows opened in 
the county was on Broughton Common and has been 
referred to generally above. The urns found are 
figured by Abercromby 1 and are in the British Museum 
together with the associated objects, a small, much 

1 Aber. II, plate lxviii, nos. 76b and 77, plate lxix, no. 98. 
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damaged bronze knife or razor, and two flint plano-
convex knives. The urns all belong to Type I. 

A larger and a smaller urn with a small " incense 
cup " were found by rabbit-diggers in a barrow at 
Kirton Ings, west of Kirton Lindsey (H). They have 
been figured by Abercromby. 1 They both belong to 
Type I and the " incense cup " is a very small, plain, 
cheese-shaped object with very thick walls. 

Coming to the Lincoln Gap we find several urns 
from the great heath to the south of the city. It is 
very likely that before this ground was broken up for 
the plough little more than a hundred years ago it had 
a good number of barrows, but to-day they have been 
completely destroyed. 

A large urn comes from Can wick Common (L), but 
it is not stated whether it came from a barrow. It is 
a very well-made specimen of Type 1.2 There is another 
smaller urn, also of the same type, from a destroyed 
barrow on Dunston Heath (L). A small urn has just 
reached the Lincoln Museum from Kirkby Green, 
close to Scopwick.3 The collar carries a roughly 
applied decoration of parallel cord impressions, and 
the vessel is a degenerating form of Type I. 

So far the Wolds have produced very little, in spite 
of the number of barrows they carry. At Donington-
on-Bain, north of Horncastle, there is a rumour of a 
field called Ringlands in which fragments of cinerary 
urns and human bones have been found. The late 
Mr. Carter of Louth also maintained that several 
barrows were destroyed when the railway was made 
through the parish in 1875 and that urns were found 
in them. In the large volume of original sketches 
called " Primaeval Antiquities " in the Library of the 
Society of Antiquaries, there is on page 79 a manu-
script letter and sketch by Richard Bogg, dated 1814, 
of a small bipartite vessel from Donington. 

A very large specimen of Type I was found on 
Hall Hill, West Real, in 1917 (L). 

At the west end of the Ancaster Gap and round 

1 Aber. II, plate lxvii, nos. 73, 73a, 2 cf. Aber. II, lxiii, 16 and 18. 
and 73b. Proc. Soc. Ant., 2nd series, 3 cf. Aber. II, lxxvi, 172. 
xiv, 257. 
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Grantham many urns have been found, chiefly round 
Caythorpe and Sudbrook. Ironstone mining was 
responsible for the Caythorpe finds, and the Sudbrook 
vessels are quite recent finds in a sandpit. We will 
deal with the Caythorpe material first. 

The surviving finds are an urn with a very deep 
collar carrying vertical chevron decoration, now at 
Nottingham Castle,1 and a cheese-shaped " incense 
cup," also with vertical chevron decoration and 
showing a sort of cable decoration of short incisions on 
its flat rim (G).2 There are also two pieces of the 
collars of urns, 3 | and 2\ inches in depth respectively 
(G). The design on the larger one closely resembles 
Abercromby, II, 171. 

The chief group from Sudbrook consists of five 
urns of Type I found together at a depth of 4 feet 
below the present ground surface (PI. ix) (G). They 
vary in height from 11 to 2\ inches, the dwarf being 
a close copy in miniature of one of the larger urns. 
The biggest one3 was found inverted over the next 
largest, and the others stood round. The three small 
urns are undecorated,4 and that covered by the large 
urn has a roughly-applied decoration of vertical and 
horizontal cord impressions on its collar and neck. 
Another similar small vessel also comes from the same 
place in Sudbrook. A larger urn of later type 5 comes 
from the same place (G). This has no neck, and the 
collar, which does not project beyond the body, 
carries a carefully-applied chevron ornament. The 
last is a small object 3 in. high6 degenerate from 
Type I and bearing a complex design on its collar 
made by impressing a comb at many different angles 
haphazard. 

Normanton, north-west of Sudbrook, has also 
produced a small urn of Type I (G).7 

Some pieces of a large urn of Type I, decorated with 
maggot chevrons (G), have also been found at an un-
known spot in the parish of Hough on the Hill. 

Moving south towards Grantham, there is a 
1 cf. Aber. II , lxviii, 76. 6 cf. Aber. II, lxxii, 116, and lxxvi, 
2 cf. Aber. II, lxxxii, 300. 171. 
3 cf. Aber. II , lxx, 105. 8 cf. Aber. II, lxxvi, 169. 
4 cf. Aber. II , Ixix, 90 and 92. ' cf. Aber. II, lxxvi. 163. 
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damaged vessel from Little Gonerby, the northern 
suburb of the town, found in an association mentioned 
above (G). It has a groove round its middle rather 
like a food vessel, with the characteristic small lugs 
pinched up in the groove, but there can be no doubt that 
the complete vessel was an urn.1 There is a similar 
but smaller piece of another vessel in Grantham 
Museum, from Lenton, and there is not enough of it 
present to be sure whether it was a food vessel or an 
urn, though the probability is in favour of the latter. 
A very small pot of flower-pot shape from Lenton is to 
be seen in the Grantham Museum. It is indeterminate 
in form and is covered by an unusual design of open 
squares rather like a net, produced by a comb. A close 
parallel to this design may be seen on the collar of an 
urn from Cambridgeshire, No. 104 of Plate lxx in 
Abercromby's second volume. Several fragments of 
a Type I urn with " maggot " decoration were appar-
ently found in association with this little cup. 

From Woolsthorpe comes a large urn of Type I 
(G).2 There is a marked carination at the junction of 
the neck with the sharply-tapering body, and the 
collar, which merges easily into the neck, is moulded 
horizontally into big parallel grooves and ridges 
(PI. viii D). At Stathern, just over the Leicester border, 
a small biconical " incense cup " was found in associa-
tion with a small tanged bronze knife (G).3 The cup 
is carefully made and decorated with a design of cross 
hatch between parallel circumferential grooves on the 
upper and lower slopes. The carination is left plain. 
The inward-sloping rim is also decorated. At 
Colsterworth the iron mines have yielded a handsome 
biconical urn with carination one third of the way from 
the top. The upper part of the urn carries a very 
carefully applied design of chevrons between parallel 
horizontal grooves on the upper and lower edges of 
this part of the vessel (G).4 From Harston, just over 
the Leicester boundary, come two urns taken from 
iron-stone workings.5 One is a vessel with overhanging 

1 cf. Aber. II, lxxiv, 135. 
2 cf. Aber. II, 29. 
3 cf. Aber. II, 287 and 288. 

4 cf. Aber. II, lxxii, 116 ; lxxvi, 171. 
5 Ant. J., Vol. vi, April , 1926, 

P- 175. fig-
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rim and decorated by oblique chevron stabs. The 
second is also the overhanging rim type, but probably 
rather later in age than the other. Both are now in 
the University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology 
at Cambridge. The last vessel in the oolite country 
is a small urn of Type I from Little Bytham in the 
upper valley of the Glen. It is a roughly made vessel, 
carelessly decorated by vertical finger-nail marks 
round the collar (G).1 

The last urn was found in the fenny country at 
Deeping St. James (BM). It belongs to Type I. 

In the Museum of the Gentlemen's Society at 
Spalding there are some scraps of coarse buff pot 
which are all that remains of a vessel containing 
burnt human bones which was found in a brickfield at 
Clay Lake on the east side of the town. One of the 
bone fragments is clearly a piece of skull. There is 
not enough to judge the age of this vessel. 

Among the metal objects belonging to this period 
the chief are flanged palstaves and the earlier form of 
socketed spearhead. The former do not present any 
marked peculiarities. Many of them have a shield-
shaped decoration cast below the stop-ridge, often 
decorated by parallel vertical reeds. In the case of 
several—West Butterwick (L), High Toynton (BM), 
Scunthorpe, and two from Lincoln—the flanges of the 
palstave show a marked tendency to curve over and 
indicate the first stage in the development of the 
socket. A number of spearheads found in the county 
exhibit features which are transitional from the Middle 
to the Late Bronze Age, but the only examples which 
belong to the Middle Bronze Age proper have been 
found at Haxey, Scunthorpe (S), Sturton-by-Scawby, 
Lincoln (L), and Langton-by-Spilsby (BM). These 
are all long slender specimens with loops cast well 
down the socket and quite clear of the blade. 

Several bronze rapiers have been found in the 
county. The best specimens, i o | and 7J inches in 
length respectively, come from South Kyme in the 
Witham Fens, east of Sleaford, and were found in 
1820. They have wide butt plates and are referable 

1 cf. A b e r . I I , lxviii, 75. 
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to the latter part of the Middle Bronze Age. Both 
are now in the Duke of Northumberland's Museum at 
Alnwick. 1 A bronze blade found near Boston and 
said to be in the British Museum appears to be a 
rapier, for a record of it as such is in the British 
Association's bronze index. The butt end of a rapier 
was taken from the Witham's bed at Saltersford, south 
of Grantham (G). There is some doubt how it got 
there. Mr. Preston is of opinion that since a Romano-
British craftsman making small brooches seems to 
have worked in the Roman site at Saltersford, this 
piece of rapier is scrap metal collected to be melted 
down. This may be so, but the site is a very ancient 
crossing of the river, and there is nothing to prevent 
it from being a Middle Bronze Age loss. 

A minor bronze weapon belonging to the Middle-
Late Bronze Age has just been added to Scunthorpe 
Museum from Flixborough. It is a tanged knife of 
willow leaf form, four and seven-eighths inches long 
and seven-eighths of an inch wide at its broadest part. 
There is a broad raised rib equal to a third of the 
breadth down the middle, and the short tang three-
quarters of an inch long has been hammered at the 
sides till its edges are burred over like those of an 
early palstave. 

Objects of gold belonging to the Bronze Age as a 
whole are treated below. 

The map of the county in the Middle Bronze Age 
stresses, on the whole, the same points as its pre-
decessor. The grouping of urns round Grantham 
reproduces very fairly the Early Bronze Age distribu-
tion, and the only novel feature is the beginning of 
grouping round Brigg. The configuration of the 
Ancholme valley at this point ensures that Brigg will 
be a focal point. A long spit of ground runs out from 
the Wolds by Elsham and Wrawby towards a 
corresponding extension of higher ground on the 
west side of the valley. The width of the waterlogged 
part of the Ancholme valley is thus reduced to 
little more than a mile. Although distribution first 
begins to thicken round Brigg in the Middle Bronze 

1 Evans, A . B. I., 248. Trol lope , 30, fig. 
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Age there is little doubt that the place had importance 
before. 

At this point we must mention the great dug-out 
boat (H), 48 feet in length, which was found at Brigg 
in 1886 during the digging of the foundations of a 
gasometer. Much has been written about i t 1 but, 
barring the fact that it is pre-Roman, it has been 
difficult to say anything more definite about its age. 
There is an interesting point which has not been made 
before. It was found resting on the bluish alluvial 
clay, marine in origin, which is found in the Fenland 
to be the result of the maximum period of depression 
after the last glaciation and is long anterior to the 
Bronze Age. Allowing for the fact that the boat has 
probably sunk into the soft bottom on which it stranded 
it is reasonable to suppose that it is not younger than 
the Bronze Age by reason of its stratigraphical position. 
A timber causeway, found close by in 1884,2 appears 
to have been much older, for this was under the blue-
grey alluvial clay, and over a lower forest bed which 
overlies the glacial drift at the bottom. The sequence 
of the deposits downwards from the surface here is 
humus, peat, upper forest bed, brown alluvial clay, 
blue-grey alluvial clay, lower forest bed, glacial drift. 
The roadway was on the horizon of the lower forest 
belt and made of materials derived from it. Experience 
in the Fenland is showing that the Early Bronze Age 
sets in with the formation of the top peat so that, 
unless conditions in the Ancholme estuary were very 
different—and the sequence is the same—this causeway 
must be very ancient. It is probable that an accurate 
modern study of the peats and clays at Brigg would 
make it necessary drastically to revise the above 
suggestions, but work now progressing in the Fenland 
under the auspices of the Fenland Research Committee 
is establishing criteria which will make it possible to 
give a rough date in cases such as these where there 
are no associated objects. 

1 Arch., 1, part 2, pp. 361-70. 
A.A.S.R., xviii , part 2, pp. 129-32. 
H u l l M u s e u m Publication N o . 73, 
reprinted from Trans, of East Riding 

Ant. Soc. xvi , 1910 (the best account), 
by T . Sheppard. 

2 Proc. Soc. Ant., 2nd series, x, 
p. n o . 
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V I I I . T H E L A T E B R O N Z E A G E ( M a p , P I . x i ) 

The map of the Late Bronze Age merely underlines 
all the features with which we have become familiar. 
Again the occupation is riverine, the Wolds are 
practically empty, and there are considerable con-
centrations round Scunthorpe, in the lower Trent 
valley, at Brigg, Lincoln, and in the Sleaford district. 
Thirteen bronze hoards have been found, of which 
three from Flixborough, West Halton, and Caythorpe 
seem to have belonged to founders or travelling 
tinkers. Only one is of special interest. In 1860 a 
hoard consisting of two spearheads, a bronze ferule, 
three looped palstaves, one without a loop, and two 
socketed celts of a rare type (BM) was found in the 
north-east part of the parish of Nettleham near the 
Wragby road. They had been placed in a cavity in 
clay at a depth of feet. 1 The socketed celts are of 
a type rare in Britain, having vestigial lateral indenta-
tions recalling a type common in France. 

The largest hoards are those from West Halton, 
Winteringham, and Keadby Bridge on the Trent. The 
first consisted of 18 socketed celts with several pieces 
of rough metal. At Winteringham it is recorded that 
20 celts were found in North Beach gravel pit along 
with a cinerary urn, though whether there was any 
actual association is not clear.2 Several of these are 
preserved at Hull, and they are normal looped and 
socketed celts. 

No accurate information is available about the 
Keadby find. The story as it came to the writer is 
that when the caissons were being sunk in the Trent 
for the new bridge in 1915 a large hoard of socketed 
celts was found, either in the bed of the river or close 
to the bank on the east side. The number has been 
stated as thirty, but there is no reliable information 
and the hoard was dispersed without any attention 
being drawn to it at the time. 

Another unusual hoard was a group of eight bronze 
gouges which was found at Kirton Lindsey in 1786.3 

1 B. M. Bronze Age Guide, p. 43. 3 L.N.Q., iv, N o . 30, Apri l , 1895, 
2 A.A.S.R., ix, 178, note 35. 185. 
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The hoards which contain swords or sword frag-
ments are those from Appleby, Caythorpe, and 
Flixborough. 

In the Cragg MSS. topographical history there is 
a reference to a hoard of ' spearheads ' found near 
Hun die Houses in Wildmore Fen in 1822. It is stated 
that there were ' some with the Gold Gilding remaining 
fresh upon them,' which means that they were found in 
peat and had the peculiar bright colour common to 
bronzes which have lain long in peat. None of these 
objects is known to survive. 

Lincolnshire has produced two very fine circular 
bronze bucklers (BM) coming from neighbouring 
sites, Burringham Common and Brumby Common, 
south-west and south of Scunthorpe. The Burringham 
example is quite perfect, 24 inches in diameter, and 
decorated with an alternate embossed ring and dot 
ring design from boss to circumference (PI. xii). The 
Brumby shield is not so well preserved but has 
the same diameter and a decoration of narrow 
concentric embossed rings. In the same neighbour-
hood was found a splendid spearhead of Middle 
to late Bronze Age type, inches long overall 
(BM). The blade is very long and narrow, and 
the socket is continued right down to the point. 
There are two small loops at the base of the blade 
(PL xiii A). 

Bronze swords are not common in Lincolnshire. 
Apart from the fragments in various hoards mentioned 
above the only well-authenticated or surviving 
examples come from the Witham valley between 
Lincoln and the Wash. Of these several are of Hallstatt 
type and do not belong strictly to the Bronze Age at 
all, but are probably relics of the first of the Early 
Iron Age intruders into the district from the Continent. 
The outlying swords on the map are all doubtful 
except the single example on the south shore of the 
Humber at Barton (H). The true provenance of 
another is made doubtful by Lincolnshire's annoying 
habit of having more than one village of the same 
name. A bronze leaf-shaped sword from Worlaby 
was exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries many 
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years ago. 1 Whether it was found at the Worlaby 
under the western escarpment of the Wolds near the 
Humber, or in the small place of the same name in the 
Central Wolds south of Louth is not clear, but the 
general disposition of Bronze Age material in the 
county is against the southern provenance. This 
sword was 2o| inches in length, i j inches broad at the 
widest part, and ' the tang had one rivet-hole in each 
wing, and was bifurcate at the extremity.' Three 
leaf-shaped swords (L) have been found at Washing-
borough by the Witham just below Lincoln. This 
closes the record of swords which belong strictly to the 
Bronze Age, but three others have been found which 
belong to the period of transition into the Iron Age. 

FIG. 3. BRONZE SWORD FROM THE RIVER WITHAM 
(From Proc. Soc. Ant., i s t Series, I I , 199) 

The most famous is the fine specimen of an ' antennae '-
hilted sword found in the Witham in 1826 and now 
in the Duke of Northumberland's museum at Alnwick 
(Fig. 3).2 This is very abnormal in Britain and bears 
a close resemblance to Central European types. 

Further south two swords were found in 1852 in a 
field at Billinghay Dales, south of and close to the 
junction of the Billinghay Skirth with the Witham. 
One was more perfect than the other, and is 
figured by Sir John Evans. 3 Both were Hallstatt in 
type. The point of the more complete sword is 
missing, but it was apparently once about 22 inches in 
length without the pommel (PL xiii B) (L). It is identical 
in every way with bronze swords from the classic site 
at Hallstatt itself. A few other cases require mention. 
In the British Museum catalogue there is mention of 
a bronze sword from Boston, but its type is unknown 

1 Proc. Soc. Ant., 2nd series, viii , Encycl. Memoir. Recueil d'Antiquites, 
368. pi. xlix, texte, 29. V . G o r d o n Chi lde , 

2 Proc. Soc Ant., ist series, ii, 199. " T h e Bronze A g e , " 86. 
Worsaae, " Primeval Antiquities of 3 Evans, A . B. I. , 282. Tro l lope , 
D e n m a r k , " 28. Evans, A . B . I . , 287, 29, fig. 
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because it cannot now be found. It is rumoured to 
have been a rapier rather than a sword. An isolated 
sword shown out in the Fen south of the Wash is not 
very well authenticated. The authority is Stukeley, 
whom Sir John Evans was content to follow.1 

The county has also produced one socketed bronze 
dagger (H). This object, which is a perfect specimen, 
is 6f inches long and still retains the two rivets in its 
socket.2 It was found among scrap metal at 
Scunthorpe so that its provenance is unknown, though 
there is little doubt that it is a casual find in the 
district. 

A few miscellaneous objects belonging to this 
period require mention. A bronze mould for socketed 
celts was found in Washingborough Fen in the early 
nineteenth century and exhibited at the meeting of 
the Archaeological Institute at Lincoln in 1848. 
A replica of it is now in Lincoln Museum. 

A much more unusual find was a socketed axe of 
lead picked up in a field at Anwick, east of Sleaford, 
after a mound, presumably a barrow, had been dug 
down and spread. This object was presented to the 
Leeds Philosophical Society and is now in the Leeds 
Museum.3 Such lead votives—or perhaps, rather, 
constructive models—are very rare in England, though 
they are not uncommon in the western part of France 
(PI. xiv). 

Objects of gold referable to the Bronze Age are not 
numerous in Lincolnshire, but two of them are 
important. Some years before 1857 a remarkable 
gold armlet was picked up on the estate of the late 
Henry Thorold at Cuxwold, a remote village in the 
Wolds east of Caistor. It is very similar in every way 
to the famous Rillaton gold cup. It has been illustrated 
several times,4 but unfortunately cannot now be 
traced (PL xv). 

The other important object is a gold tore with ring 
money attached (BM) found at Low Burnham, a 
small place north of Haxey in the Isle of Axholme. It 

1 Stukeley, Itin. Curios, Vol . i, p. 14. 3 Proc. Geol. and Polyt. Soc. 
Evans, A . B. I. , 285. Yorks., 1866, p. 439. Evans, A . B. I., 

2 The Naturalist, Sept . 1917. 455. 
D u d l e y , p. 21. 4 Arch. J., xiv, 92 ; ibid. 24, 193. 
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belongs to the ' multiple ribbon ' variety with long 
recurved hooks, the terminals being in the form of 
bars with round section. The cross section of this 
tore is unusual in being Y-shaped. Of the ' ring 
money ' two pieces are plain, thick rings of round 
section, and the other two are ribbed rings. The 
associations in which these ' multiple ribbon ' tores 
have been found satisfactorily establish their Middle 
Bronze Age date. 1 

Other gold objects are a small gold bracelet in the 
form of a flat strip slightly more than half an inch 
wide and one sixteenth of an inch thick with expanded 
' nail head ' ends found ' in the Lincolnshire Fens ' 
(BM), and also a gold tore of unspecified type which 
was dug up many years ago at Linwood Hall on the 
west edge of the Fen, north of Sleaford, and at once 
sold to a Jew, who melted it down.2 

Finally, the circumstances under which a certain 
looped palstave is said to have been found may yet be 
interesting in view of the Fenland Research Committee's 
investigation of the changes which have taken place in 
the area since the latest Ice Age, and their effect on 
human occupation. When Rennie was draining the 
East Fen in the second decade of the nineteenth 
century, a considerable number of meres which 
formerly existed on both sides of the road from Boston 
to Spilsby were dried up. The deepest of these was 
Silver Pit, east of Stickford, and Sir Joseph Banks 
made a communication to the Society of Antiquaries 
about the discovery of a looped palstave found in its 
bed.3 When the water had been drawn off the stumps 
of many great trees were seen standing up from the 
bottom. These were rooted in a blue clay which was 
almost certainly the so-called " Blue buttery clay " 
of the Fenland, a marine deposit laid down at the 
period of maximum post-Glacial depression over much 
of the Fen basin. When these roots were being 
grubbed up a good specimen of a looped palstave was 
found under one of them. It is impossible to be sure 

1 C . F. C . Hawkes in Man, 
Vol . xxxii , A u g . 1932, N o . 222, 
pp. 177-84. 

- Trol lope, p. 80, note. 
5 Arch., 19, 102. 
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of the accuracy of the observations made at the time, 
but, if evidence obtained on other Fen sites is of any 
value, this forest must have grown up at a period 
previous to the beginning of the Bronze Age, and have 
been killed by the onset of the second or top peat. It 
is therefore a very moot point how an object belonging 
to the later phase of the Bronze Age should be found 
in a position which suggests that it was lost at a pre-
Bronze Age date ! 

I X . T H E T R A N S I T I O N F R O M T H E B R O N Z E T O T H E 

I R O N A G E 

Until quite recently Lincolnshire yielded little 
evidence of occupation by that latest group of Bronze 
Age invaders, whose distinguishing characteristic is 
the urn field or low barrow containing multiple inter-
ments in bucket-shaped or globular cinerary urns 
after the classic Deverel-Rimbury models. 

The first find was made many years ago at Cleatham, 
a village adjacent to Kirton Lindsey on the north 
west and well up the Lincoln Edge between Lincoln 
and the Humber. Two late biconical urns were found 
and are illustrated by Llewelyn Jewitt. 1 One has a 
slight shoulder high up the pot and in the other this 
feature is more sharply defined, forming a flange. To 
judge from the illustration both were well made but 
sparing in decoration. Nothing is known of the 
circumstances of the find or the present whereabouts 
of the pots. Two very similar urns from the iron-stone 
mines at Scunthorpe are in Hull Museum. 

The chief concentration of Late Bronze Age 
pottery of this type is round Grantham, and the 
majority of the material is in Grantham Museum. 
The sites of the finds are Frieston (a hamlet of 
Caythorpe), Normanton, Belton, and Wilsford. It is 
a great misfortune that in each case iron-stone digging 
or house-building have been the means of revealing 

1 L l e w e l y n Jewitt, Grave Mounds and their Contents, 1870, figs. 95 
and 96. 
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the urns, so that very little is known about the exact 
circumstances in which they occur. 

The Frieston urns are well-represented by the group 
in PI. xvi A. The best are tall, well-made, bucket-
shaped vessels of reddish ware, some with strongly 
marked raised ridge below the rim, and others nearly 
straight-sided with inturned rims. There are also 
vessels which approach the globular form, and a 
number of eccentric forms which are well represented 
by the left-hand pot in the top row. Normanton has 
yielded two small vessels which really belong to the 
same group. 

A specimen-group of the Belt on pottery is shown in 
PI. xvi B. Very few examples have been recovered 
from here in such condition that it is possible to make 
out the whole of their profile, but from these it will be 
seen that they are typical bucket urns. 

The Wilsford find consisted of four bucket urns 
placed close together in the ground. One alone 
survives and has found a home in the Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology at Cambridge. Many 
other urns of unknown date have been found 
by the iron-stone workers, but they have usually 
been made into cockshys in the dinner hour. The 
recent use of mechanical diggers has not increased 
the chance of recovering more of this important 
material. 

The distribution map of this type of pottery 
recently published by Mr. Christopher Hawkes, 1 does 
not show any other examples nearer than Cambridge-
shire and Suffolk. Since they are clearly intrusive 
from the Lower Rhineland and are grouped very 
much round the Ancaster Gap, which we have already 
seen acting as a magnet to draw settlers from abroad, 
it is possible that this group may represent a northern 
outlier of this people who reached their position 
directly by water via the Wash and, having established 
themselves on the oolite ridge, tended to move along 
it and so provide an explanation for the further 
outliers to the north at Cleatham and, north of the 
Humber, at Lastingham. 

1 Ant. J., xiii, 441. 
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X . A N C I E N T T R A C K W A Y S 

Before proceeding to deal with the Early Iron Age 
it will be well to give a short account of the ancient 
trackways of Lincolnshire. The very regular physical 
features of the county obviously dictate the chief lines of 
communication by land. Thus the Lincoln Edge has 
a very fine example of a ridgeway following its western 
rim aU the way down the county and curving away 
south-westward into Leicestershire along the Belvoir 
Hills. North of Lincoln it is called Middle Street, and 
south of the city the name is Pottergate. As it leaves 
the county it joins with another ancient road called 
the Salt Way which comes up from the Fens and, 
crossing the Witham at Saltersford, runs into the 
Pottergate and is clearly traceable westwards as far as 
Barrow-on-Soar, where it crosses into Charnwood 
Forest and is lost. A further ancient line diverging 
from Lincoln southwards is the road from Lincoln to 
Sleaford which continued south towards Peterborough 
in the form of Mareham Lane, skirting the western 
edge of the Fen past Bourne. The alignments of 
parish boundaries along this route, both between 
Lincoln and Sleaford and Sleaford and Bourne are 
fairly safe evidence of its existence at the time of the 
Anglo-Saxon settlement. It seems unlikely, however, 
that it was of much importance in Roman times save 
as a very local line of communication. There is little 
doubt that Mareham Lane was Romanised, but its 
further uses will be discussed later. A green lane 
which diverges from this line about four miles south of 
Lincoln and makes for the Witham in the neighbour-
hood of Washingborough makes it appear that there 
was an alternative crossing of the river here. 

Another ancient line of road in the south-west is 
Sewestern Lane, which branches from the Ermine 
Street six miles to the north of Stamford and runs 
north-westward till it merges with the modern Great 
North Road south of Long Bennington, half way 
between Grantham and Newark. It is an ancient 
route joining the Welland and Trent valleys across 
the oolite ridge. 
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The Middle Street, Pottergate, Salt Way, and 
Sewestern Lane between them constitute the pre-
historic ' Great North Road ' of this part of England 
and play a very important part in the joining of 
important centres of ancient culture such as the 
Yorkshire Wolds with Southern Britain, and in 
particular Salisbury Plain via the oolite formation 
which stretches away south-westwards across the 
Midlands. 

The Wolds also have some well-developed track-
ways, though they are less important than those 
already mentioned in the general ancient communica-
tion system of England because of their isolated 
situation. The chief is the High Street, which at 
present seems to begin at Horncastle and run right 
up the western edge of the Wolds to the Humber at 
South Ferriby. Its southern end is doubtful. There 
was probably a communication with the oolite regions 
of South Lincolnshire across the narrow part of the 
lower Witham valley between Tattershall and 
Billinghay, and certain indications point to another 
old route diverging south-east from the High Street 
at Donington-on-Bain, crossing the Bain, and mounting 
the ridge called Flint Hill, north-east of Horncastle, 
to make for the direction of Spilsby much along the 
line of the modern road from Horncastle to that place. 

In the Central Wolds there is another unusually 
fine example called the Blue Stone Heath Road— 
Buskhow Strete in the Middle Ages—which runs from 
the neighbourhood of Burgh-le-Marsh at the edge of 
the sea plain to the head-waters of the Bain, where its 
further course northwards is indeterminate. For some 
way in its middle course it is the boundary between 
the Wapentakes of Louthesk and Gartree, and it is 
quite probable that it joined up with the High Street 
and so led through to the Humber. The origin of the 
name ' Blue Stone Heath Road ' is not certain, but 
the Blue Stone Heath was the upland tract between 
Belchford and Cad well. This may have carried a 
well-known glacial erratic. Many of these ' blue 
stones ' are found in the Wold country. The most 
famous is at Louth and they are erratics with a 
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Norwegian origin. The stone which presumably gave 
its name to the Heath is gone. 

On the eastern edge, keeping just above the level 
of the sea plain of Marshland, is another ancient road 
called Barton Street, which begins to be recognisable 
south of Louth and passes through that town north-
wards of Brocklesby to the Humber at Barton. 
Undoubtedly the trackways of Lincolnshire are making 
for ancient crossings of the Humber as their northern 
objectives and it is not impossible that the definite 
concentration of those on the Wolds towards the 
south-east corner may mean an ancient crossing into 
Norfolk. 

Although the distribution of barrows and many 
finds of prehistoric date along the lines of these tracks 
make it certain that they came into use long before 
the Roman occupation, it is equally certain that all of 
them were in full use in Roman times, and for a very 
long period afterwards. The Middle Street and the 
High Street show the most signs of continuous use. 

(To be continued) 




