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Summary 
Archaeological monitoring of the excavation of foundations was undertaken on 
December 2009 on land to the east of Driftway Farm, the Street, Badwell Ash, 
Suffolk.  
 
No archaeological features or finds were retrieved during the monitoring of the trench 
for the foundations 

Site Location and Description 
TM 988690 

 

Figure 1 Site in red located on 1880s Ordnance Survey. 
 
The site is located within the historic core of the village, just to the north of the parish 
church, St Marys All Saints. 
 
The site is generally on glaciofluvial sand and flint gravel interspersed with river 
terrace deposits (sand and gravel) (BGS, Eye, 190) on a north-west facing, gentle 
slope towards a small river valley in the centre of the village. A spot height for the site 
has a value of 48.10m OD. Before development the site was a part of the garden and 
paddock of an adjacent property. 
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Planning background 
Planning permission, application number 2360/08, has been granted fror the erection 
of a new dwelling on land adjacent to Driftway Farm, The Street, Badwell 
Ash,Suffolk, grid reference (TM 988 690). 
 
 To allow proper investigation and recording of the site which is potentially of 
archaeological and historic significance condition 5 stated that “ No development shall 
take place within any part of the application site until the applicant or developer has 
secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance 
with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and approved, in 
writing, by the Local Planning Authority.” 
 
An archaeological monitoring brief was produced by Dr Jess Tipper of the SCCAS 
Conservation Team highlighting the archaeological potential of the site within the 
historic core of the village. Subsequently a written programme of archaeological work 
was agreed with him. 

Historical Background 
 
Badwell Ash, or Little Ashfield, as it was once known, is a neat village, 4 miles south-
east of Ixworth in the county of Suffolk, within the area of Mid Suffolk district 
Council. The medieval church of St Marys, All Saints (BAA 009) stands in the high 
street, approximately within the centre of the village. (White, 1844) The Piscina in the 
south aisle  is  of c. 1300. High house, 1 mile east is a large Elizabethan brick-built 
house; another house called The Wurlie. Kingpost roof inside. (Pevsner, 1974) 
 
In the ninth year of the reign of Edward I, Badwell Ash was in the lordship of William 
Creketote, and it was afterwards held, together with Great Ashfield, by the prior and 
monks of Ixworth Priory. At the dissolution, it was granted to Richard Codington. In 
1845 there were two manors: Badwell Ash, and Shakerland, belonging to  
Miss R Clough; but a great part of the land was held by Lord Thurlow, the Rev. T.B. 
Northgate, and others named: Mayhew; Baker; Moss; Wilson; Parker; and other 
landholders. (White,1844) 
 
Badwell ash is not mentioned in the Domesday book (1086), but is possible that one 
of the places noted as unidentified in the text of that survey may refer to Badwell Ash. 
It does suggest however that this name is later than the Domesday Book and was 
known with a different place name at the time of the survey. Badwell Ash, as already 
stated above was known as Little Ashfield 
 

Archaeological Background 
 
Badwell Ash has received no archaeological interventions (so far  placed on the HER) 
except for a watching brief at Shackerlands Hall (BAA 013). Archaeological work 
however, has been carried out within the last twelve months by the SCC 
archaeological unit, but there is no further information as to what that work was at the 
time of compiling this report. 
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The H.E.R., records twenty entries of archaeological interest within 500 m of the 
parish of  Badwell Ash. These include finds of Roman date; a Saxon cemetery (BAA 
008); Bronze age; Medieval, Iron age and Prehistoric. Of notable interest is the 
finding of a wooden trough and a paddle-like object within an extinct mere or water-
course (BAA 013) at Shackerlands Hall Quarry.  
 

 Map information 
 

Figure 2. Hodskinson’s map of Badwell Ash, 1783 
 

Methodology 
 
The excavation of the footings was monitored on the 2nd – 3rd 0f December 2009. A 
continuous trench was excavated (fig 4), and was inspected by the observing 
archaeologist Dennis Payne (DPAS).  
 
The site was recorded using a sketch plan and a scale plan at a scale of 1:50. A section 
was hand-cleaned and recorded at 1:20. A photographic record was compiled in 
digital, black and white and colour transparencies. 
 
The trench was approximately 0.5m wide by a maximum depth of 0.97m. 
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Trench

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey License No.00294800 

                    Figure 3  Block-plan showing location of footings  
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Results 
No archaeology was encountered throughout the trench excavated for the footings. 
The up-cast soils were inspected for finds aided with the use of a metal detector, but 
no finds were made. 
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         Figure 4 Trench Plan 

                       
The continuous trench  
The continuous trench opened for the footings (fig 4) revealed no archaeology. 
 
The topsoil was noted to a maximum depth of 0.20m and the subsoil, consisting of 
orangey-brown silty clay, to a maximum depth of 0.40m. The remaining depth of 
excavated trench (0.40m) consisted of glaciofluvial river terrace deposits. 
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Discussion 
The footing trench dimensions were generally consistent, measuring around 0.50 
metres wide by between 0.80-1.00 metres deep.  
 
Given the location of the site, within the historic settlement area of the village and 
being close to the church, it is surprising that no archaeology was found. 
 
Archaeological monitoring has shown that no significant archaeology was 
compromised by the development within the footings that were excavated by the 
mechanical digger. 

Conclusions 
As a result of the negative findings, there are no recommendations for further 
archaeological work on this site. 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
The author would like to thank Mr G Lebbon who commissioned and funded the 
archaeological work. 
 
This report for archaeological monitoring was written by Dennis Payne, who also 
managed the project and carried out the field-work. 

Bibliography 
 
B G S, sheet 190, Eye, 1995 
 
Ekwall, E. 1960 Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, fourth edition 
(Oxford, 1960) 
 
Pevsner, N & Radcliffe, E., 1974 Suffolk, Buildings of England. (2nd edn). Penguin, 
London 
 
Rumble, A. R. (ed.), 1986. Domesday Book, vol. 34: Suffolk, (2 vols., Phillimore,) 
 
White, W. 1844,    History Gazeteer and Directory of Suffolk (1970 ed.), David and 
Charles (Publishers) Limited South Devon House Railway Station Newton Abbot 
Devon 

Sources: 
The Suffolk County Council Historic Environment Records office, Shire Hall, Bury St 
Edmunds Suffolk 



 7
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Plate 1. General site view, pre-excavation from the north-west 
 

 

Plate 2. General view of site showing footings from the east            


