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Summary 
 
Archaeo-Environment Limited (AE) were commissioned by Sunderland City Council 
(SCC), to undertake two related pieces of work at Barnes Park, a formal designed 
park originally opened in 1909. The City Council are preparing a restoration scheme 
for Barnes Park itself which is the subject of a funding bid to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, a part of this work requires the relocation of a council depot currently located 
on the south side of the park to a new position to the west on land just outside of the 
formal park area on amenity land currently under rough grass cover and used by the 
public for informal recreation. AE have therefore produced two related reports, this 
document which considers the proposed new depot site and will inform the planning 
application, and a separate report to support the conservation plan, HLF submission 
and the park restoration. 
 
AE have undertaken a number of site visits to identify features of archaeological and 
historic landscape interest on the ground, and an extensive documentary search of 
regional and national archives to develop a fuller understanding of the development 
of the historic landscape of the area and identify the potential of the proposed site 
itself for containing archaeological remains and landscape features of past periods. 
 
This report was commissioned in response to advice from the Archaeology Officer of 
the Tyne and Wear Specialist Conservation Team, and complies with both PPG16 
and SCC's own UDP policy B14, both of which require the undertaking of 
archaeological assessment and if required evaluation pre-determination of 
development and planning matters. This is seen as best practice and is intended to 
inform development and restoration plans and allow the planning authority to come to 
an informed and reasonable decision. If required the local planning authority can 
condition any granted permissions with a requirement for further archaeological 
investigation or mitigation to preserve any features on the site.  
 
The City and port of Sunderland is located in the north-east of England on an area of 
Magnesian limestone plateau facing onto the North Sea. The area has a rich 
prehistoric heritage with several notable Neolithic and later sites of a ritual and 
funerary nature, including Humbledon Hill immediately to the south of the site where 
several phases of archaeological observations from the mid 18th century onwards  
have identified enclosures and burials. Roman influence has been noted in the area 
which appears to have largely formed an agricultural hinterland to the Roman 
harbour at Arbeia (South Shields) to the north, and the more major Roman north-
south communications routes of Cades Road and Dere Street to the west. A possible 
Roman bridging site of the River Wear at Hylton is suggested by massive stonework, 
largely removed by the 1860s and the wider area contains several finds of coins and 
the ephemera of Roman life without the conclusive presence of a settlement. Our 
knowledge of the area significantly increases in the 7th century with the founding of 
the monastery at Jarrow-Monkwearmouth. The landholding of Monkwearmouth in 
particular appears to have formed a large block south of the Wear and would have 
included the study area. There are however no identified physical remains of the 
period and as with Roman times it is most likely the area was farmed to support the 
estate centre which at this time was at Monkwearmouth. By the 10th century a land 
grant by Athelstan King of the English clearly indicates that South Wearmouth 
(Bishopwearmouth as it was to become) was the principal settlement and the wider 
parish included the area of Barnes.  Within the parish a number of manors were 
established and by 1351 the first written record mentioning Barnes as a place can be 
found. The self explanatory name is itself English in origin and has been presumed to 
mean the site of the manorial barns where food stuffs due to the lord of the manor 
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and possibly the Bishop of Durham his feudal lord would be stored. From the late 14th 
century the manor of Humbledon which included the Barnes estate was in the 
ownership of the Bowes family, one of Durham’s major land owning families in the 
medieval and post medieval periods. From the manor at Barnes they developed 
extensive industrial scale salt panning interests along the Wear aiding Sunderland’s 
industrial development.  In the late 17th century the estate was split into High and 
Low Barnes with separate principal houses at High Barnes, just to the north of the 
development site, and Low Barnes to the east and the likely site of the medieval 
manor house. Low Barnes House was situated within what is now the south-east 
corner of Barnes Park and was from the late 18th century the principal seat of the 
Pemberton family, land owners and industrialists responsible for the sinking of the 
Wearmouth Colliery in 1826, the first deep shaft in East Durham. Estate and tithe 
plans of the first half of the 19th century show the area of the proposed depot as 
being enclosed by hedgerows and in use as mixed arable and pasture. The house at 
High Barnes was built c. 1673 and occupied for several generations by the Ettrick 
family who gave their name to the road which separates the proposed depot site from 
Barnes Park. 
 
By 1904 the landscape of the two manor houses of High and Low Barnes with 
surrounding agricultural land was being encroached upon by the expanding County 
Borough of Sunderland resulting in the sale and demolition of High Barnes to provide 
a new 'home for the aged' administered by the religious order of the Little Sisters of 
the Poor in 1902; and shortly after the Pembertons agreed to sell the Low Barnes 
estate to the Sunderland Council for the construction of a public park which duly 
opened in 1909. It was not until 1921 however that Low Barnes House itself and its 
gardens were sold, demolished and incorporated into the park.  
 
Five historic environment issues have been identified in this report concerning the 
site and the implications of the proposed new depot site.  Non of these are 
considered of sufficient importance to prevent the development going ahead, but 
each requires either consideration in the final design of the depot or further 
archaeological work to mitigate any detrimental affect of the proposed scheme. In 
summary these issues are as follows. (1) The presence of an 18/19th century Cockpit 
on the site, most likely a post medieval structure but possibly a re-use of an earlier 
prehistoric feature such as a barrow. (2) A degraded hedgerow crosses the site 
which pre-dates the 1st edition Ordnance Survey and therefore requires some 
degree of consideration under the Hedgerow Regulations (1997). (3) The site of 
Canal Farm a planned 19th century estate farm demolished in the late 20th century 
sits within the depot area. (4) The presence of the major prehistoric site at 
Humbledon Hill a few hundred metres to he south-east, together with a find of a 
prehistoric flint tool in the allotments adjacent to the proposed site suggests the area 
has a high 'background' potential for prehistoric activity.   (5) The canalisation of the 
Barnes Burn and the presence of a now backfilled pond or small mere immediately 
north of the proposed site, may provide evidence of some small degree of 18th 
century landscaping in the approach to High Barnes House and although survival is 
incomplete this may provide some inspiration for landscaping of the proposed depot 
site.           
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Fig 1. Barnes Park Sunderland Site location & Detailed Location map. Barnes Park boundary in 
red and proposed depot site with diagonal lines.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
Archaeo-Environment (AE) were commissioned by Sunderland City Council to 
undertake an archaeological assessment and provide historic planning advice 
regarding two related matters; the restoration of Barnes Park an early 20th century 
public park, and also the associated development of a site west of Barnes Park for a 
council depot required to be relocated from its current position as part of the park 
restoration.  
 
1.1 Aims and objectives 
The main aim of the project was to identify and catalogue the archaeological and 
built heritage interest of the study area and so provide advice to ensure that three 
key objectives could be achieved. Firstly  that any identified archaeological remains 
can be protected where possible; secondly that should it be unavoidable to prevent 
damage to buried archaeological deposits or built heritage features that suitable 
mitigation can be put in place to preserve them by record for future  study, and thirdly 
that the development could be undertaken from an informed perspective of the sites 
previous history and if appropriate and practicable could draw inspiration for 
landscaping and materials from the historic environment features identified. This is in 
line with Planning Policy Guidance Notes 15 and 161 and their adoption in the 
Sunderland City Council UDP2. These aims and objectives were achieved through a 
programme of archaeological desk based assessment of identified archive and 
source material supplemented by field visits. The significance of identified historic 
features in terms of the wider regional and national perspective is also presented as 
are suggestions for further work considered necessary to confirm and quantify the 
initial findings of this desk based assessment.  The information contained in this 
report will inform the planning authority and Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer with 
regard to the planning application and outline any further work which may be 
necessary to mitigate against the loss of or protect any identified heritage features 
within the site. 
 
1.2 Scope of work 
The project comprised: 

i) a desk based assessment of available primary and secondary 
documentary material and any cartographic resources associated 
with proposed site and the wider area of Low and High Barnes; 

ii) site visits and appraisal of the site.  

iii) Consultation and discussion with The Tyne & Wear County 
Archaeologist and Sunderland City Council 

iv) Production of a report presenting results, identifying the need for any 
archaeological evaluation or mitigation works and commenting on 
issues relating to the proposed council depot development site.  

 
2.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 Documentary evidence  
A survey of the documentary and cartographic sources was made in order to provide 
background information on the development and history of the medieval estates of 
High and Low Barnes within which the proposed developmental site is located and 
which now form the study area. A search was made of pertinent material within 1Km 
of the site and where it was felt useful to provide additional context a wider area 
beyond. As part of this work the following repositories were consulted: 

                                                 
1 D.O.E 1994 and 1990 
2 Sunderland City Council UDP 1998  policy B14 
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• Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record 
• Durham County Record Office 
• Local Studies Material Sunderland Library 
• National Monuments Record 
• Archives & Special Collections, Palace Green, University of Durham 
• Tyne & Wear Archives Service 

 
The following data sources were used: 

• historic cartographic sources  
• primary documentary material including census data and tithe apportionment 

surveys 
• trade directories 
• published historical studies 
 

The following on line sources were also consulted. 
♦ www.sine.ncl.ac.uk 
♦ www.magic.gov.uk 
♦ www.dur.ac.uk/picturesinprint 
♦ http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk/ 
♦ http://www.ads.ac.uk/ 
♦ http://www.durham.gov.uk/durhamcc/usp.nsf/pws/GIS+-+Online+Mapping 

 
 
3.0 BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 
 
3.1 Location 
The proposed depot site is located in the area of Barnes which in turn is located to 
the south east of Sunderland City Centre. The site is centred on NZ 375 554 at a 
mean altitude of 65m aOD, and  bounded to the north by the Barnes Burn, to the east 
by Ettrick Grove, to the west by open amenity land and as the land rises gradually to 
the south from the Burn, an area of allotments. (Figure 1). Barnes Park itself lies 
immediately east of the site from which it is separated by Ettrick Grove which sits on 
an artificial causeway as it traverses the Barnes Burn. 
 
3.2 Geology and Soils 
The solid geology of the area comprises coal bearing limestones of the carboniferous 
period overlain by later Magnesian limestones lain down between 280 -225 million 
years ago. The last ice-age finishing some 10,000 years ago eroded away large 
parts of the upper series of rocks through glacial action and left over the top the 
modern drift geology of thick glacial boulder clays with subdued moraines and ridges 
of sand and gravel. The Barnes Burn itself runs through a shallow east-west valley 
often referred to as a 'dene' and which steepens significantly to the east of the site as 
it enters Barnes Park itself.  
 
3.3 Topography and Land Use 
England has been divided into areas of similar landscape character. Which have 
been called Joint Character Areas (JCAs). In 1996 the former Countryside 
Commission and English Nature, with support from English Heritage, produced The 
Character of England Map, a map of 159 JCAs for the whole of England. This map 
provides a picture of the differences in landscape character at the national scale and 
is accompanied by character descriptions of each JCA showing the influences which 
determine the character of the landscape.  
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Sunderland lies within the East Durham Magnesian Limestone Plateau Countryside 
Character Area (No. 15)3, for which the following key features are identified;   

 
• Gently undulating, low upland plateau of open, predominantly arable, 

farmland dipping southward and eastward with incised denes cut into 
coastal edge on the east. 

• Clearly defined west-facing escarpment, dissected by minor streams, 
with remnant broadleaved woodland, scrub and species-rich limestone 
grassland on steeper slopes. 

• Widespread industrial development, with large-scale active and disused 
quarries and landfill sites often prominent on the escarpment and areas 
of derelict, under-used or recently restored colliery land. 

• Varied coastal scenery of low cliffs, bays and headlands, rich in wildlife, 
although despoiled in places by former extensive dumping of colliery 
waste on beaches and foreshores. 

• Strong urban development, dominated by Sunderland and by larger 
mining towns and villages towards the north and east, contrasting with 
small villages in rural areas. 

• A19 corridor, railway lines and other infrastructure elements. 
 

3.4 Designations 
The proposed depot site does not contain any statutorily protected buildings, 
monuments or heritage assets. Barnes Park is not included on the English Heritage 
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens It does however contain a number of 
structures which are designated as Listed Buildings under the Town and Country 
Planning Act (1990), non of which are visible from the proposed depot site. The site 
is neither in itself nor part of any designated Conservation Area at the time of writing.  
The listed buildings within and in close proximity to the site park are identified in the 
gazetteer of sites at section 4.0. 
 
 
4.0 Gazetteer of known and identified Heritage Sites and Events 
The following table lists all the sites of heritage interest within the study area which 
have been identified as a result of this work. It includes archaeological sites, 
buildings and standing structures both still in existence and visible on the ground, 
and also those only known of through documentary and map research which may 
have been demolished or lost. The table is broken down into three parts, firstly 
heritage items within the boundary of the park, secondly those in the wider area 
studied to provide context and thirdly a list of known archaeological investigations 
and discoveries within the area (all of which fall outside of the park). 
 
4.1 Previous Archaeological Work 
There has been no previously recorded archaeological work within the proposed 
development site itself, save for the chance find of one small flint tool in 1931 in the 
neighbouring allotment4. By itself this flint can only be broadly assigned to the 
prehistoric period in a wide swathe of time form the later Mesolithic to the Bronze-
Age and may be a chance loss rather than indicative of occupational activity. The 
development site does however lie a short distance to the north of the significant 
prehistoric site of Humbledon Hill which has seen several episodes of archaeological 
investigation over the last 200 years. In particular during construction of a reservoir in 
1873 a number of finds were made including the removal of a barrow, several 
cinerary urns with associated cremation burials and at least two inhumations with 

                                                 
3 Natural England 03/06/08 
4 T&W HER 392 
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associated grave goods5. More recently there have been geophysical surveys 
undertaken of the hill which have revealed ditches enclosing the hill suggestive of a 
defensible settlement of the later Bronze-Age6 and one small excavation on the 
south side of the hill also indicating occupation of a similar period7. Aside from the hill 
itself the surrounding area despite extensive development has only produced a few 
isolated finds of flint tools and so it may be presumed the hill originally acted as a 
focus for ritual/burial activity in the Neolithic c.2000-4000 BC, before perhaps 
evolving into a defended settlement site by the later Bronze-Age 1000-700BC. 

 
5 NMR UIN 26246 
6 ASUD 2001 
7 North Pennines Archaeology, Gaskell 2007. 
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Fig 2. Approximate positions of heritage features within or close to the proposed site identified in table within section 4.,0 against proposals for depot 
construction (not to scale).
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Ref Description Period(s) Grid 

ref 
Easting Northing Source/archive 

contents/location 
T&W 
HER 
PRN* 

NMR  
PRN* 

* T&W HER = Tyne & Wear Historic Environment Record. PRN+ Primary Reference Number. NMR+ National Monuments Record (English Heritage.) 
Identified Heritage sites within the study Area 
1 Canal House/Farm 19th century NZ 37482 55483 1st/2nd /3rd /4th edition 

OS map 
- - 

2 Canal House; canalised burn  
and pond 

18-19th 
century 

NZ 37541 55484 1st edition OS map - - 

3 Cockpit Medieval - 
Early post 
med 

NZ 37453 55427 T&W HER 2909 - 

4 Pre 1835 Hedgerow 18th century NZ 375 554 1835 estate plan and 
later 

- - 

5 Well 19th  century 
and earlier 

NZ 374 554 1st edition OS map - - 

Identified Heritage sites within 1Km of the study Area 
6 Coach House and Arch to Low 

Barnes House 
19th century NZ  38232 55704 1st/2nd /3rd /4th edition 

OS map 
- - 

7 Low Barnes House (site of) Medieval and 
later 

NZ 38221 55674 T&W HER & NMR 8478 26253 

8 Garden House (Farm) 19th century NZ 37682 55632 1st/2nd edition OS 
map 

- - 

9 Well (north of Low Barnes 
House) 

19th century NZ 38262 55702 1st/2nd edition OS 
map 

- - 

10 Lodge House (demolished) 
south end of drive to Low 
Barnes House 

19th century NZ 38320 55512 1st/2nd/3rd edition OS 
map 

- - 

11 19th century landscape gardens 
to Low Barnes House including 
fountains and summerhouse 

19th century NZ 382 556 1st/2nd/3rd edition OS 
map 

- - 

12 Barnes Park; public park 20th century NZ 37808 55670 T&W HER 5254 - 
13 Barnes Park, Bandstand (Listed 20th century NZ 37808 55670 T&W HER & NMR 7118 391385 
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Ref Description Period(s) Grid 
ref 

Easting Northing Source/archive 
contents/location 

T&W NMR  
HER PRN* 
PRN* 

Building Grade II)  
14 Barnes Park south entrance 

Gates and Railings (Listed 
Building Grade II) 

19th century NZ 38318 55508 T&W HER & NMR 7138 391440 

15 Park building; Shelter north side 
of bowling greens Ettrick Grove 
entrance 

20th century NZ 37682 55702 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 

16 Park Building (demolished); 
Café south side of bowling 
greens Ettrick Grove entrance 

20th century NZ 38219 55709 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 
 

17 Cannon 17th century NZ 37740 55642 T&W HER 28 - 
18 Park Bridge over Barnes Burn 1 20th century NZ 37819 55634 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 
19 Cascade 20th century NZ 38087 55687 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 
20 Park Bridge over Barnes Burn 2 20th century NZ 37833 55687 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 
21 Park Bridge over Barnes Burn 3 20th century NZ 37891 55704 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 
22 Park brick urinal(south side of 

lake) 
20th century NZ 37875 55677 Site observation - - 

23 Park brick urinal (south side of 
Ettrick Green entrance bowling 
greens) 

20th century NZ 37688 55638 4th edition OS map - - 

24 Low revetment wall re-using 
stone from Low Barnes House-
1 

20th century 
reusing 17-
19th.c fabric 

NZ 37797 55710 Site observation - - 

25 Low revetment wall re-using 
stone from Low Barnes House-
2 

20th century 
reusing 17-
19th.c fabric 

NZ 37911 55770 Site observation - - 

26 Re-used stone from Low 
Barnes House on north side of 
cascade 

20th century 
reusing 17-
19th.c fabric 

NZ 38087 55689 Site observation - - 

27 Re-used stone from Low 
Barnes House to rear of 

20th century 
reusing 17-

NZ 38229 
38208 

55727 
55704 

Site observation - - 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council              8  



Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

Ref Description Period(s) Grid 
ref 

Easting Northing Source/archive 
contents/location 

T&W NMR  
HER PRN* 
PRN* 

Bowling shelter 19th.c fabric 
28 Site of former Barnes Park 

nursery gardens 
20th century NZ 37810 55490 3rd /4th edition OS 

map 
- - 

29 Site of former walled orchard 19th century NZ 38184 55744 1st edition OS map - - 
30 Park building; Shelter north side 

of bowling greens Low Barnes 
House site 
 

20th century NZ 38219 55687 3rd/4th edition OS map - - 

31 Arrowhead found in Mount 
Road 
 

Prehistoric NZ 380 559 NMR - 26245 

32 Flint Flake found 1931 in 
allotment 67. 

Prehistoric NZ 374 553 T&W HER & NMR 392 762393 

33 Children's Hospital (Listed 
Building Grade II) 

20th century NZ 38207 55493 T&W HER & NMR 7139 391441 

34 Children's Hospital Lodge 
(Listed Building Grade II) 

20th century NZ 38285 55492 
 

T&W HER 7140 391442 

35 Children's Hospital Gates and 
railings (Listed Building Grade 
II) 

20th century NZ 38238 
 

55449 T&W HER 7141 39443 

36 Hill Farm (Listed Building Grade 
II) 

19th century NZ 3820 5540 T&W HER 7142 - 

37 East & West buildings of Barnes
School (Listed Buildings Grade 
II) 

20th century NZ 37894 
 

55938 T&W HER & NMR  391521 & 
391522 

38 Air Raid shelter Durham Road 
Children’s Centre 

20th century NZ 381 555 T&W HER 5292 - 

39 Humbledon Hill Cremation Urns Prehistoric NZ 3802 5524 T&W HER& NMR 7 & 8 762397 
40 Humbledon Hill Barbed and 

tanged a arrowheads found 
1950-53 

Prehistoric NZ 380 552 T&W HER 9 - 
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Ref Description Period(s) Grid 
ref 

Easting Northing Source/archive 
contents/location 

T&W 
HER 
PRN* 

NMR  
PRN* 

41 Two skeletons with Iron knife Prehistoric NZ 380 552 T&W HER& NMR 21 26246 
42 Humbledon Hill Barrow Prehistoric NZ 3802 5524 T&W HER& NMR 157 26246 
43 Humeldon medieval Village Medieval NZ 37 55 T&W HER 41 - 
44 Barnes Manor House ( record 

refers to High and Low Barnes 
sites of) 
 

Medieval NZ - - T&W HER & NMR 54 26250 & 
26253 

45 English Civil War Camp on 
Humbledon Hill 
 

17th century NZ 3801 5524 T&W HER 10883 26190 

46 High Barnes “Home for the 
Aged”; 4 storey red brick 
building built and run by the 
Little Sisters of the Poor. On the 
site of High Barnes House 

1902 NZ 375  559 NMR - 1074457 

47 Quarry 1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 3759 5608 T&W HER 2908 - 

48 Grindon Sandpit 1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 3707 5492 T&W HER 2910 - 

49 Humbledon Hill Quarry  1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 3814 5528 T&W HER 2918 - 

50 Humbledon Hill Waterworks 1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 38209 
 

55220 T&W HER & NMR 2919 391586 

51 Old Quarry (out of use) 1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 3787 5527 T&W HER 2920 - 

52 Quarry 1st Ed OS 
Map 

NZ 3857 5535 T&W HER 2930 - 

53 Humbledon Hill, pillbox 20th century  NZ 380 553 T&W HER 5426 - 
54 Bishopwearmouth Cemetery. 

Entrance gates and 6 listed 
memorials (all Grade II) 

19th century NZ 375 561 T&W HER & NMR 7126 & 
7129 

391407 
391408 
391409 
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Ref Description Period(s) Grid 
ref 

Easting Northing Source/archive 
contents/location 

T&W 
HER 
PRN* 

NMR  
PRN* 

391410 
391411 
391412 
391413 

55 Humbledon Hill pumping station 
Gate piers (Listed Building 
Grade II) 

19th century NZ 38206 
 

55289 T&W HER & NMR 7196 391587 

56 High Barnes House built 1673 NZ 3743 5593 T&W HER & NMR 8479 26250 
57 Jewish Burial Ground 19th century NZ 3703 5639 T&W HER & NMR 10844 26250 
58 Hunters Hall. 14th C House  

rebuilt 17/18th C demolished 
c.1900 

Medieval NZ 3848  5620 NMR - 26259 

 
Archaeological Investigations 
59 Excavation. Bronze Age barrow 

found during construction of 
reservoir 

1873 NZ 3802 5524 T&W HER and NMR 
Excavation Index 

157 632628 

60 Geophysical survey. Geoquest 
Associates.  

2000 NZ - - T&W HER - - 

61 Geophysical survey. 
Archaeological Services 
University of Durham on 
Humbledon Hill revealing 
double ditched enclosure. 

2001 NZ 3800 5525 T&W HER and NMR 
Excavation Index 

 1404402 

62 Excavation. North Pennines 
Archaeology at 24 Alpine Way. 
South side of Humbledon Hill. 
Late Bronze Age finds 
associated with double ditched 
enclosure 

2007 NZ 380 552 NMR Excavation 
Index 

- 1461067 
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5.0 THE HISTORY OF HIGH AND LOW BARNES. 
 
5.1 The History of High and Low Barnes. 

 There is some considerable evidence for prehistoric and Roman settlement in the area in particular 
the significant prehistoric site at Humbledon Hill immediately to the south where funerary and later 
occupational deposits have been identified from the Neolithic to the later Bronze-Age (4000-700 
BC), and in the wider area with other significant sites at Hastings Hill and Grindon to the west. 
Roman influence has been noted in the area which appears to have largely formed an agricultural 
hinterland to the Roman harbour at Arbeia (South Shields) to the north, and the more major 
Roman north-south communications routes of Cades Road and Dere Street to the west. A possible 
Roman bridging site of the River Wear at Hylton is suggested by massive stonework, largely 
removed by the 1860s and the wider area contains several finds of coins and the ephemera of 
Roman life without the conclusive presence of a settlement. Our knowledge of the area 
significantly increases in the 7th century with the founding of the monastery at Jarrow-
Monkwearmouth. The landholding of Monkwearmouth in particular appears to have formed a large 
block south of the Wear and would have included the study area8. There are however no identified 
physical remains of the period within the study area and as with Roman times it is most likely the 
land was farmed to support the estate centre which at this time was at Monkwearmouth. By the 
10th century a land grant by Athelstan King of the English clearly indicates that South Wearmouth 
(Bishopwearmouth as it was to become) was the principal settlement and the wider parish included 
the area of Barnes. 
 

 The place name Barnes is first recorded in 13519 when it is mentioned in unpublished special 
charters of the Dean and Chapter of Durham Cathedral. A further mention is made in 1458 when it 
is referred to as Le Barnes, once again in charters held by the Dean and Chapter. Its derivation 
appears simply to come from the old English word Bern and to identify the site as the location of 
the barns belonging to the Manor of Humbledon, presumably for the storage of the produce from 
the Lord of the Manor's estates and perhaps for the tithe (one tenth) of produce payable to the 
church.  The first reference to the Manor of Humbledon appears to be early 13th century, when 
Robert son of Richard of Ravensworth quitclaimed (gave up his rights) to Geoffrey his nephew his 
right in the vill of Hameldon. In Bishop Hatfield's survey of 1383 it appears to be a substantial 
settlement, with 5 free tenants, 15 holdings of demesne, 8 cottagers, 8 bondmen, a pounder, plus 
a windmill, bakehouse and forge and included both Barnes along with Pallion. The name of 
Hameldon rarely occurred after the 17th century apart from the eponymous hill, the site of the 
original settlement is unknown. 
 
In 1370 the manor of 'Hamlydon'  was held by the Daldon family for a  quarter of a Knight's fee. 
However shortly afterwards Jordan De Dalden died without any children and his estates passed to 
his cousin Maud who married Sir William Bowes of Streatlam (near Barnard Castle). In turn she 
died in 1421 and passed on her estates including Barnes to her son Sir William Bowes10. It is at 
this point that the first detailed account of land holdings which mentions Barnes occurs when in 
1465 in the inquest post mortem for William Bowes it is recorded that he “died seised (holding) the 
manor of Hamlydon (Humbledon), with it's appendages, consisting of a messuage (main 
residence) with the appurtences called the Barnes, wherein is one hall, with two chambers, one 
kitchen, two granges, one dovecot...”11. Following this the name Barnes appears to become 
synonymous not only with the manor house but with the wider area a territorial division of the 
manor of Hamlydon. 
 
The Barnes estates appear to have followed the male descent of the Bowes family until 1556 when 
Sir George Bowes of Dalden died without any male heir. His daughter Anne married her cousin 
Robert Bowes of Aske (North Yorkshire). Robert is known to have invested heavily in the 

                                                 
8 Meikle & Newman, 2007. P29 
9 Watts, 2002. P 5.   
10 MacKenzie and Ross 1834, p334 
11 Tyne & Wear HER taken from Hutchinson 1787, and Surtees 1816. 
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production of salt on the River Wear using coal to evaporate seawater in large pans up to 20 feet 
square12, but in 1571 he exchanged his manor of 'Hamildon' for other lands elsewhere in the 
county previously forfeited to the Crown. In turn King James I granted the manor in 1611 along 
with Clowcroft and Grindon to Thomas Emerson and Richard Cowdell for the sum of £83 4s 8d  
who in turn conveyed it to Ralph Bowes son and heir of the Robert Bowes who had exchanged it 
with the crown in 1571 and so the estate returned for a short while to the Bowes family.  Ralph's 
son William in turn passed the estate on to his daughter Mary who around 1640 married William 
Haddock who was variously described as “a common carrier between Newcastle and Sunderland” 
and “ a very illiterate man”13. While these comments may reflect snobbery in a marriage between 
an ancient and noble Durham family and a tradesman made good, this did mark the end of the 
Bowes ownership of the Barnes estate. By the 17th century Barnes had been divided into High 
Barnes and Low Barnes, the latter of which appears to be the site of the original medieval house. 
In 1668 William Haddock sold Low Barnes to John Jenkins of London while High Barnes passed to 
William Ettrick in 1673. Ettrick was originally from Dorset but had arrived in Sunderland in 1661 to 
take up the post of Collector of the Port, after his purchase of High Barnes the house and estate 
which was largely on the north side of the Barnes Burn, passed down through his family and was 
in the ownership of the Rev William Ettrick at the time of the tithe survey in 1845. (High Barnes 
estate did own some land south of the burn, and in particular by 1835 the site of the proposed 
depot.) Low Barnes house and estate to the south of the Burn and the site of the medieval house 
was sold by the Jenkins family to the Wardells of Sunderland in 1708 and passed by descent to 
John Chapman of Whitby who in 1783 sold it to Richard Pemberton esq. who was still the owner in 
1834 when the property was described as “the house is handsome and commodious and the 
grounds are kept in excellent order”.14 
 
The Pembertons were a notable local family with extensive land owning and industrial interests; in 
particular being responsible for the sinking of the Wearmouth Colliery shaft in 1826 marking the 
beginning of the major exploitation of the East Durham coal field beneath the Magnesian 
Limestone. When Richard Pemberton bought the Barnes estate he made it the principal family 
seat which it remained until the later 19th century when the encroaching urban sprawl of 
Sunderland lead them to relocate to Hawthorn Tower on the Durham Coast to the south15. 
 
Low Barnes House was if not completely rebuilt, then radically altered in the mid 19th century by 
the Sunderland based architect Thomas Moore (1769-1869). The date of the rebuild is not 
documented but comparison of a photograph of the house taken around 1921 shortly before its 
demolition (plate 6), with the plan form shown on OS maps running in sequence back to the 1st 
edition of 1854 clearly depicts the same house (figs 6,7,8). The tithe plan of 1845 (fig 5) also 
appears to show this house but an estate plan of 1835 (fig 3) however depicts a very different 
house in plan and so the rebuild can be dated to the period 1835-1845. Following the departure of 
the Pemberton family in the late 19thcentury the property appears to have been let, ultimately to a 
laundry company,16 

   
 High Barnes House was allegedly rebuilt in 177817, and is still shown on the OS survey of c.1893 

but is by then marked as “High Barnes Home for the Aged”, by the following OS survey of c.1919 
the house had been demolished and a new “Home for the Aged” constructed which still stands on 
the site today with a date stone indicating August 6th 1900 as the start of its construction. The 
building appears to have been run by the Little Sisters of The Poor from its opening to the present 
day.18 At the time of writing the gardens to the south of the site of High Barnes have also been 
built over, partly as a car park, partly with residential properties the most substantial of which is 
also used as an elderly people’s home and known as The Croft. 
                                                 
12 Corfe, 1973. P.32 
13 MacKenzie and Ross, 1834. P.335 
14 MacKenzie and Ross, 1834. P.335 
15 Tyne and Wear Archive Service D.Pem 1/1 
16 Meadows and Watreson, 1993 P.45 
17 Meadows & Waterson, 1993. P.45 
18 NMR Record UIN 26250 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   13 



Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

rchaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   14 

 5.2 Jeffery's Map of Durham 1768 (Figure 3) 
This is the earliest identified map which names both High and Low Barnes and so provides some 
indication that they were of sufficient importance to warrant inclusion on a county wide map. The 
scale is insufficient to provide very much detail and the two manor houses at High and Low Barnes 
are depicted in only stylised fashion from which nothing can be learnt of their appearance. The 
only point of any significance is that Low Barnes is depicted clearly standing to the north of the 
Durham Road at the end of its own private drive which might be presumed to be the same as the 
surviving tree lined avenue form the south gate of Barnes Park. 
 
 

 
Figure 3. Jeffery's Map of Durham 1768 
 

A
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5.3 Low Barnes Estate Plan by John Hughes surveyor C.1835 (Figure 4) 

Figure 4. Low Barnes Estate Plan by John Hughes surveyor. Scale 8 chains to 1 inch. C.1835 
 
This plan produced for the Pembertons, provides the first detailed account of the Low 
Barnes estate to the south of the Barnes Burn. The accompanying schedule indicates that 
most of the land was being worked from Hill Farm to the south and seen just to the right of 
Humbledon Hill at C5 (areas marked 'C' were all worked from Hill Farm, while the areas 
marked “D” were for the use of Low Barnes house as gardens and paddocks). The main 
points of note are the form of the 
house which pre-dates the 
rebuilding of around 1850, the 
presence of the avenue of trees 
leading from the Durham Road 
but which at this time appears to 
be a landscape feature rather 
than a drive as the main 
approach can be seen to lead off  
the Durham Road to the east and 
approach the house through 
gates at its south-east corner 
along a road which was to 
become “Bad Lane” and later 
Barnes Park Road. As part of the 
neighbouring High Barnes estate, 
the area of the proposed new 
depot lies just to the north of field 
B1 and is shown as an area of 
woodland on the south side of  
the Barnes Burn. The Burn itself 
is shown as a regular line and it 
runs into and out of a pond of a notable size. Ettrick Grove is not shown however and it 
seems likely that as with the Jeffery's map of 1768, the access to High Barnes at the time 
was from the north. Although there is insufficient information to be sure, the canalised 
form of the Burn and the large pond all set against the wooded hillside are suggestive of a 

Plate 1. Accompanying schedule to 1835 estate plan 
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minor attempt at landscaping of a type fashionable in the early to mid 18th century. If so, 
this is a previously unrecorded if minor designed 18th century landscape. 
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5.4 The 1845 Tithe Plan of High and Low Barnes (Figure 5) 
 
This map provides the first identified detailed cartographic evidence of both the manor 
houses at High and Low Barnes, and the land around. By the 19th century the medieval 
system of paying tithes of produce within a parish to the church for the living of the priest 
and upkeep of the church itself had become inefficient and outdated and so in 1836 The 
Tithe Commutation Act19 was introduced. This replaced the ancient system of payment in 
kind with monetary payments based on the productive value of the land. The practical 
outcome of this was that for the first time detailed surveys were undertaken of every 
parish and township which produced maps and apportionments providing detail on 
landownership, cultivation and value. The Tithe survey for Bishopwearmouth is divided 
into a number of separate surveys one of which is specifically of High and Low Barnes 
indicating it was at this point still considered a land division in its own right.  
 

 
Figure 5. The 1845 Tithe Plan of High and Low Barnes.(Courtesy of Durham University Library not 

to be copied without consent. DDR/EA/Tth/1/10) 
 
There are some significant changes in the 10 years since the survey by Hughes (Fig 4). 
The house at Low Barnes appears to have been rebuilt as it is now off-set to the east 
from the old service wing or perhaps an  older house to the north which has also been 
extended northwards. The old drive way closed off with formal traffic now approaching the 
house along the avenue of trees directly from the Durham Road, the road northwards 
presumably being reserved for business and agricultural traffic. The road which will 

                                                 
19 An Act for the Commutation of Tithes in England and Wales. (6&7 Will. IV, c.71) 
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become Ettrick Grove is now shown leading to High Barnes, but the pond shown on the 
1835 plan has gone or is not depicted. The apportionment document which accompanies 
the map provides additional information on land use and ownership. It shows that the 
area of the proposed development was under a mixed farming regime of arable and 
pasture with the exception of parcel 120 to the east of the drive which was woodland and 
119 which is marked as garden. The Low Barnes Estate south of the Burn was in the 
ownership of Ralph Stephen Pemberton esq. Richard Lawrence Pemberton esq. and 
Elizabeth Aida Wade, the wife of the Rev. Albany Wade Clark all of whom appear to be 
residing at Low Barnes. The land for the most part was being farmed by one George 
Ram. The High Barnes lands to the north of the burn were in the ownership of the Rev. 
William Ettrick who resided at High Barnes and once again show a pattern of mixed grass 
and arable agriculture. 
 
5.5 The Ordnance Survey Series. 
From the mid 19th century the Ordnance Survey (OS) undertook a complete detailed 
mapping of the country at a scale of 6 inches to 1 mile (1:10,560), this was closely 
followed by a more detailed mapping initially for urban but soon after rural areas at the 
larger scale of 25 inches to the mile (1:2500). The OS updated and re-surveyed their 
original maps at regular intervals producing the 1st, 2nd and 3rd editions. The more detailed 
“25” to the mile mapping is also available for the site and is used here for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
edition coverage. After 1919 OS maps continued to be regularly updated and map 
coverage at 6” to the mile or 1:10,000 as later became standard for each decade of the 
20th century have been accessed to inform this report. These are available for the 
Sunderland area via the Durham County Council on-line GIS service20 but are not 
reproduced here for copyright reasons.  
 

                                                 
20 http://www.durham.gov.uk/durhamcc/usp.nsf/pws/GIS+-+Online+Mapping 
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5.5.1  1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1854 (Figure 6) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. 1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1854. 
 
In the 9 years since the tithe map there has been significant change with additional 
service accommodation constructed to the north of Low Barnes House. More formal 
pleasure grounds have been lain out around the house with several buildings, fountains 
etc being depicted. The formal gateway at the junction of Durham Road with the avenue 
can now be seen along with the gate piers which survive today. A lodge house has also 
been constructed inside and to the left of the gates. To the north of the house a walled 
orchard is now shown. Elsewhere on the estate the land is still divided up by hedgerows 
on a mixed farming basis but a new farm Garden House, has been built to the west and 
close to the area which will become the park bowling greens adjacent to Ettrick Grove.  
The surrounding area is also beginning to show signs of the growth of Sunderland with 
the notable construction of the Humbledon Hill waterworks to the south to provide the 
growing town with sanitary drinking water, and the railway line to the south-east. 
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5.5.2 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1895 (Figure 7)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7. 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1895.  

 

 
Little appears to have changed on the estate since the 1854 survey, the landscape 
grounds around Low Barnes House have evolved slightly to take account of fashion, and 
the wider estate shows some evidence of agricultural change with a number of field 
boundaries having been removed presumably to create larger enclosures to make 
farming more efficient. High Barnes House while still the same building as on the 1854 
survey has had its formal gardens to the south converted to agriculture and is now 
marked as “Home for the aged” indicating its change of ownership and foreshadowing its 
demolition and rebuild. 
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5.5.3  3rd Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1919 (Figure 8)  
 
 
  

    
   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8. 3rd Edition Ordnance Survey Map 25” to 1 mile 1919.  
 
Significant change has taken place with the encroachment of modern housing to the east 
and north and construction of the park by 1909 now occupying the former Barnes estate. 
Significant detail about the early lay out of the park can be ascertained including several 
buildings and the extensive landscaping, particularly on the north side of the burn 
undertaken. High Barnes house has been demolished and replaced by a new home for 
the aged run by the Little Sisters of the poor (constructed in 1902), and the Children's 
Hospital has been constructed to the south-east of Low Barnes House which in itself 
together with its surrounding gardens has at this point apparently changed little. This is 
however only a few years before the house's demolition around 1921. Bad Lane along the 
park's eastern boundary still wends its sinuous way, in part former drive to the hall and 
small country lane. 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   21 



Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

5.5.4  4th Edition Ordnance Survey Map 6” to 1 mile 1935 (Figure 9)  
 

 
Figure 9. 4th Edition Ordnance Survey Map 6” to 1 mile 1935. 
 
The park is now shown in its full form with Low Barnes House demolished and the 
bowling greens occupying its former footprint. Tennis courts have also been laid out over 
the formal gardens and only the avenue/drive to the Durham Road with its formal gates 
remains although the lodge house has also been demolished. The detail of the park itself 
is important and a number of landscape features and buildings are clearly depicted as 
well as the layout of the nursery gardens. To the east Bad Lane has been replaced by the 
wider and more regular Barnes Park Road. Just off the extract to the north-east High 
Barnes House has now been replaced by the Home for the Aged run by the Little Sisters 
of The Poor still standing and in use in 2008. 
 
The proposed depot site can be seen in the lower left hand corner with the buildings of 
Canal Farm still in evidence. The drive to the farm has however been realigned since the 
1919 survey as Ettrick Grove now crosses the Barnes Burn on a substantial raised 
causeway.  
 
Subsequent OS surveys at regular 10 year intervals and viewed on line via the Durham 
CC GIS facility21 show the site during the 20th century. The survey dated 1919-1926 
shows the site largely unchanged with Canal Farm, hedgerow and pond all still evident, 
although the well to the west is no longer shown.  The 1938-50 survey once again shows 
little if any change, but by 1951-59 the pond has been drained and filled. The main east-
west range of buildings of Canal Farm and the easterly farm building have been 
demolished by the 1960-69 survey, and finally by 1970-79 the final farm building has been 
removed.  

                                                 
21 Not shown here for copyright reasons, accessed on line at: 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/durhamcc/usp.nsf/pws/GIS+-+Online+Mapping 
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6.0 FEATURES OF HISTORIC INTEREST REQUIRING CONSERVATION AND 
CONSIDERATION WITHIN THE PARK RESTORATION. 

 
All features of interest within the proposed development site and the wider study area are 
listed in the gazetteer in section 4. The following section provides some further detail on a 
number of these. The reference number used corresponds to the entry in the gazetteer 
and as depicted in plan on figure 2. 
 
1. Canal House/Farm. Canal House first appears on the 1st edition OS map of 1854, 
it is not depicted on the Tithe map of 1845 and so appears to have been a planned minor 
estate farm of the mid 19th century with no antecedents. The name is unusual and begins 
as Canal House, before being referred to as Canal Farm, although where was the canal? 
This seems likely to refer to the canalised (straightened) section of the Barnes Burn 
immediately to the north which on map evidence pre-dates the farm. Originally comprised 
of a main east-west range of presumably farmhouse and byres/barns, it also had a single 
farm building to the south. The land at the time of the Tithe apportionment belonged to the 
High Barnes Estate even though it was to the south of the Barnes Burn, land mostly in the 
ownership of Low Barnes. The farm was only subsequently developed by the addition of a 
single new farm building in the period 1854-95 and survived until sometime shortly before 
1960 leaving only a solitary barn or byre which in turn was demolished before 1970. 
Evidence for the farm has wholly been obtained from OS plans, no photographic evidence 
came to light during the writing of this report and so knowledge of the building is limited. 
As a planned 19th century small farm its historical significance is relatively low, but any 
opportunities to increase our knowledge relating to what materials it was built out of, what 
form of agriculture was taking place, and the recovery of occupational deposits to 
illuminate the lifestyles of the residents should be taken if possible. 
 

 
Plate  2. Site of Canal House Farm (middle distance in front of trees), looking North East. 
 
2. Canal House; canalised burn and pond. Canal House appears to have taken its 
name from a stretch of the Barnes Burn which in contrast to its sinuous course to east 
and west, has very obviously been straightened or ‘canalised’ at this point for around 300 
metres. This event would appear to have taken place before 1835, the date of the earliest 
available survey and on which the burn is shown with its very straight course. Additionally 
on this plan there is a sizeable body of water or a small mere into which the ‘canal’ flows 
and exits (fig 10). By the 1st edition OS map of 1854 Canal Farm has been built and the 
burn no longer flows into the small mere which has now become a pond which survived 
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on site until its backfilling sometime shortly before 1951. Although no estate records or 
additional information has been identified relating to High Barnes House, the canal and 
mere do lie due south of the formal gardens seen on the 1854 OS map, and it may be 
that these two features form a minor or incomplete part of a landscaping exercise 
fashionable in the first half of the 18th century in particular when ideas of the picturesque 
and the manipulation of nature to create beautiful ‘natural’ views under the influence of 
William Kent, Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown and others were widely fashionable even 
amongst the minor landowning classes. Save for the straight course of the burn there is 
little evidence of any formal landscaping now after later enclosure, the building and 
operation of Canal Farm and subsequent conversion to public amenity space. The 
location of the former pond/mere can however still be seen as a shallow boggy 
depression within the wider grassed area south of the burn (plate 3.).  
 
Fig 10. Extract of the 1835 
Estate Plan, showing the 
area of the proposed depot 
north of filed B1 and an 
area of north facing 
woodland bounded by the 
canalised Barnes Burn and 
small mere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plate 3. The location of the 
former pond/mere visible 
on the 1835 estate plan still 
visible as a shallow boggy 
depression within the wider 
grassed area south of the 
burn. (looking north to the 
line of trees marking the 
Barnes Burn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  The Cockpit. Cock fighting, the setting of two or more trained birds often 
equipped with metal spurs, against each other in fighting contests often for the purpose of 
wagers has been a popular past time in England since at least medieval times. Although 
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banned during the commonwealth of the 17th century and frowned upon by various 
religious and industrious sections of society, cock-fighting was partially outlawed by 
parliamentary act in 1835 and finally legally outlawed under the Cruelty to Animals Act of 
1849. Prior to this and certainly during the 18th and early 19th centuries it was a sport 
which attracted large numbers from every level of society. In the north-east this regularly 
involved the aristocracy to the agricultural labourer and miner. Many of the county gentry 
kept large numbers of birds, all trained by an expert ‘feeder’. A reader wishing for a full 
history and account of Cock fighting in Durham and Northumberland during the 17th-19th 
centuries can do no better than read the excellent article by George Jobey in 
Archaeologia Aeliana from 199222. In summary however the physical evidence for 
cockfighting and cockpits is exceptionally varied with venues in both town and country 
and in form being observed as everything from purpose built stone pits in pub cellars to 
shallow depressions in the ground around which temporary wooden walls would be 
erected. The size and shape of the pits also varies significantly from a few metres across 
to several metres, both rectangular and circular. Jobey notes that few if any pits survive in 
the north-east, noting only that on the green at Elsdon in Northumberland. An online 
search of the National Monuments Record23 notes only 56 recorded cockpits across 
England of  which only a handful have protection as scheduled Ancient Monuments and 
only by default as part of larger sites such as deserted medieval villages. The cockpit at 
Barnes depicted on the 1854 OS map (and not shown on earlier or later surveys) 
compares well with a number of examples identified by Jobey in that from the limited 
evidence provided by the OS survey it appears to be around 12 metres across, roughly 
circular and surrounded by a bank, perhaps terraced slightly into the slope. (Fig 11). 
Observations made on-site for this report have identified the site which can still be 
discerned as a roughly circular outline largely defined by a difference in the vegetation 
(plate 4 & 5). Its location on a shallow hillside is also indicative of its function as a cockpit 
as like other known examples it would permit a large crowd to view the ‘mains’ or fights. It 
is possible that the circular feature depicted could have other origins, including some 
forms of prehistoric ring cairn or pond barrow, or more prosaically the base for a wooden 
post (wind) mill. However the location of the site and the presence of the diagnostic 
features of a cock pit make the identification relatively safe, indeed Jobey also quotes in 
his article a reference to an advert in the Tyne Mercury of 5th of May 1813 for a cockfight 
on the site to ‘the w(est) of Barnes Park..’24. Although it is unclear to what depth below 
ground level the structure of the pit remains intact, from Jobey’s research it may be 
presumed that the inside of the pit will be composed of a shallow outer ditch with a raised, 
flat internal platform where the fights would have taken place. It is also possible that the 
site may be relatively artefact rich with other recorded sites producing not only lost coins 
from the betting at a fight, but also the spurs, sometimes in precious metal attached to the 
birds, and even specially minted tokens sold as admission tickets are known of.  
 
Figure 11. The Cockpit as depicted 
on the 1854 1st edition 25” to 1 mile  
ordnance survey plan. (not to scale) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
22 Jobey, Archaeologia Aeliana 1992.  
23  http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk search on Cockpit 30/11/08 
24 Jobey, p25 
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Plate 4.The site of the cockpit in 2008 seen from the south-west. The cockpit is the area of shorter, 

darker vegetation in the centre. 
 
 

 
Plate 5. The site of the cockpit in 2008 seen from the north-east. The cockpit is located between 

the tree top and the allotment fence. 
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4.  Pre 1835 Hedgerow.  A very gappy hedgerow bisects the site running from north 
to south and which appears to be the remnant of the boundary between fields B1 and A7, 
seen on the 1835 estate map (fig 10). The regular alignment of the boundary and the field 
system to the south to which it is attached strongly suggest this is a post-medieval, 
probably 18th century feature, although no formal inclosure act for the area was identified 
during the writing of this report. As a historic landscape feature it is sadly degraded and of 
little value, but is perhaps the oldest surviving historic feature on site and could be 
regenerated as a hedgerow, retaining the existing hawthorns (plate 6). 
 

 
Plate 6. The site viewed from the east, the pre 1835 hedgerow can be seen in the middle distance 
running from right to left. 
 
5. The Well. A small well is depicted above and to the south-west of Canal Farm on 
the 1854 OS map and again on the 1895 survey, but is not depicted on the 1919 survey 
or thereafter. Such wells are not uncommon in the 19th century and reflect the need for 
most farms and indeed many other properties to have their own water supply for human 
and animal use. Its disappearance after 1895 probably reflects the installation of a piped 
water supply to Canal Farm. 
 
12. Barnes Park; Public Park. Built between 1907 and 1909, Barnes Park opened on 
the 6th of August 1909. Significant detail on the Park is provided by the Conservation Plan 
produced by Sunderland City Council and in the accompanying archaeological 
assessment by Archaeo-Environment and is not repeated here25.  
 
 
 
7.0 DISCUSSION AND PHASING  
 
7.1 The proposed development site sits within a broader area of some considerable 
archaeological interest with significant remains dating back to the Neolithic. The 
immediate area appears to have been used probably since Roman times and certainly 
since the 7-8th century as an agricultural estate. The major archaeological interest lies in 
the sites evolution as a post conquest medieval manor focussed on the site of Low 
Barnes House which survived until 1921 following at least one major rebuild, and the 
twins manors of High and Low Barnes after the division of the estate in the late 17th 
century. Extensive demolition and earth moving to create Barnes park between 1907 and 
1921 to the east while creating a fine public space are considered to have removed most 
archaeological evidence for earlier periods. The proposed development site therefore 

                                                 
25 Sunderland City Council 2008. 
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provides one of the few ‘greenfield’ areas available for archaeological observation in the 
vicinity, not withstanding the sites use in the 19th and 20th centuries as Canal Farm.  
 

7.2 The following section (8.0) provides a general discussion on the archaeological 
and historical potential of the proposed development site. It pays particular attention to 
those regional research issues highlighted by the North East Regional Research 
Framework (NERRF) (Petts & Gerrard 2007) of which the following are thought to be the 
most pertinent research objectives which the proposed depot site  can contribute towards 
through its physical  historic assets and the documentary material available concerning 
the evolution of the site and landscape. 
 

Research Aim Discussion 
Prehistoric 
material culture 

The site has the potential for the recovery of prehistoric artefacts, in 
particular stone tools 

Planned 
Landscapes 

Planned landscapes, including parks, gardens and cemeteries form 
an important element of the landscape of the North-East. There is a 
need for increased research into all aspects of these important 
elements of the region’s countryside and urban townscapes. 

L15 The existing Register of Historic Parks and Gardens should be 
supplemented by a “local list” of sites of regional rather than 
national importance. 

L16 Archival holdings relating to historic gardens should be identified 
and significant items digitised. 

L17 The potential for geophysical survey for recording relict park and 
garden features should be explored 

L18 Environmental matter relating to past planting schemes and 
vegetation should be integrated into their study. 

MDii: Landscape The expansion of our understanding of the regional development of 
the medieval landscape (Petts & Gerrard 2007, 170) 

PM6: Patterns of
Consumption 

The changing patterns of consumption in post medieval society and 
the rise of industrial scale production of goods (Petts & Gerrard 
2007, 181). 

MOiii: Agriculture Changes in the nature of agricultural production in the 20th century 
and the impact of major changes in the landscape caused by 
expanding conurbations (Petts & Gerrard 2007, 194) 

 

It would appear the NERRF does not specifically mention post medieval sports and 
pastimes as an area requiring specific research and so the cockpit and cock fighting are 
not flagged as a research area. It is argued here however that relatively few examples of 
this type of monument either survive or have been excavated so raising its significance. 
The cockpit also potentially has a significance to the understanding of post medieval  
social life and economy and so warrants attention and investigation with appropriate 
reporting. 
 

8.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  
 
The historic map regression has shown that for much of recorded history the area of the 
proposed development was used as arable or pasture. Nevertheless several particular 
areas of archaeological potential have been identified. Numbers refer to entries in the site 
gazetteer at section 4.0.  
 
8.1 Prehistoric Occupation; Humbledon Hill to the south is a site of considerable 
archaeological potential for the study of the  later Neolithic and Bronze Age, it seems 
unlikely that any associated ritual or occupational activities extended this far with only one 
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find of a flint tool being recorded on the allotments immediately adjacent to the 
development site in 193126.   Further to this the extensive earth moving during the 
construction and demolition of Canal Farm is unlikely to have left any fragile prehistoric 
remains undisturbed or any areas of potential for waterlogged palaeo-environmental 
remains in-situ. Stray finds and unstratified artefacts are however still a distinct possibility. 
 
8.2 The Cockpit; Cock fighting was a popular past time in rural and urban life for 
several hundred years for both the aristocracy and the proletariat before campaigns in the 
early 19th century saw it finally made illegal in 1849, although it was some years after that 
it was widely suppressed. The cockpit is depicted on the 1st edition OS of 1854 (25” to 1 
mile) and 1861 (6” to 1 mile), but not the earlier 1835 estate survey or 1845 Tithe plan. It 
is also absent from any subsequent surveys and so appears to have been a short lived 
feature. It should however be noted that there is earlier reference to cock fighting at 
Barnes from 1812. Although any upstanding bank has been levelled the cock pit can still 
be clearly discerned on the ground and from other known and excavated examples 
elsewhere it can be suggested that the interior ditch and possibly the fighting platform still 
remain. Also due to the nature of cock fights it may be anticipated that there will be 
significant small finds to be recovered lost in the hustle and bustle which may well shed 
light on the dates of the sites use and social station of the clientèle. Regionally and 
nationally this appears to be a rare surviving monument type and although its condition 
precludes formal protection, or even attempts at preservation in-situ, it is a significant 
archaeological site and requires further investigation. 
 
8.3 The hedgerow; the hedgerow roughly north south aligned which bisects the 
proposed site is now in a sorry condition being comprised of only a few outgrown 
hawthorns. It can however be identified on the earliest know plan of the site form 1835. Its 
regular alignment and association with other hedgerows all strongly suggest it is of post 
medieval date and part of the inclosure of the former Barnes Estate for which there is no 
date but is likely to be 18th century. The hedgerow has little archaeological value in terms 
of further research, but it does provide an historic landscape feature which if retained 
could be planted up to maintain a feature of a now largely lost agricultural landscape. An 
assessment has been made of the hedgerow to see if it qualifies as an ‘important hedge’ 
using the historic criteria under the 1997 Hedgerow Regulations (ANNEX 2). Any such 
case is felt to be marginal and generally unproven and so it is considered that the feature 
does not qualify for any legal protection under the 1997 regulations.   
 
8.4 Canal Farm. The farm is not depicted on the 1845 Tithe map and first appears 
on the 1st edition OS of 1854 when it is referred to as 'Canal House'. In its earliest form it 
appears to consist of a long east-west range parallel to the Barnes Burn probably the 
farmhouse, and a smaller byre or barn to the south. By the 2nd edition OS of 1895 an 
additional farm building has been built. The plan form of the farm remains constant on 
subsequent OS maps and is last shown on the series dated between 1951-59. The 
following survey dated 1961-69 shows only the later farm building and house have been 
demolished, and finally the 1971-79 survey shows no trace of the farm at all. As a 19th 
century farmstead Canal Farm is not unusual, the north of England has many hundreds of 
examples. It does however have local significance for the history of the Sunderland and 
Barnes area and as no detailed plan or illustrations of the buildings have come to light, 
recording of any foundations or associated occupational deposits should be undertaken to 
recover as much information on the building as possible. 
 
8.5 Pond/Canal. The name Canal House/Farm, needs some explanation as there 
are no navigation canals in the locality. The name probably derives from the form of the 
Barnes Burn as it runs from west to east immediately north of the farm buildings. Along 
this stretch it runs virtually arrow straight in contrast to its sinuous course both to the west 
and east. Also of some interest is a long thin pond located 100metres or so to the north-

                                                 
26 T&W HER 392 
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east of the former Canal Farm buildings and which is fed by a stream from the south and 
then discharges into the burn. The alignment of the Burn and the pond appear both to be 
man made features which pre-date the construction of the farm. Although not depicted 
clearly on the 1845 tithe map, the straight 'canal' like section of the burn and the pond are 
shown on the 1835 estate plan, indeed on this the burn runs into and out of the pond. 
Neither of these features will be affected by the proposed depot development, but they 
should be protected from ancillary works such as contractors compounds, and they also 
should be seen as an opportunity for enhanced landscaping if excavated and restored 
appropriately. 
  
8.6 The well to the west is outside the immediate footprint of the development and its 
location is no longer visible on the ground. Although health and safety provide a reason 
for firmly identifying its location, there is no archaeological need to investigate the site. 
 
 

 
9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS. 

 
9.1 There are no identified archaeological reasons why the development should not 

proceed providing the following recommendations are taken note of.  
 

1. Any works which will either disturb the ground or reduce levels for the proposed 
development should be monitored for any traces of the prehistoric occupation of 
the area. As no specific sites are known this is best accommodated through a 
watching brief with an archaeologist on-site during soil stripping. 

 
2. Any works which will either disturb the ground or reduce levels for the proposed 

development should be monitored for any surviving traces of Canal Farm and 
observations made relating to its date of foundation and materials of construction 
and associated occupational debris.  

 
3. The footprint of the proposed development will overlie and remove the physical 

remains of the 'cockpit'. While this is most likely a 18th or 19th century structure of 
regional significance, it is also possible it may be an earlier funerary monument. In 
either event the site should be excavated using professional archaeological 
techniques and its structure and any associated artefacts recorded and retained 
as appropriate prior to construction work on site.  

 
4. The results of the archaeological work identified in points 1, 2, 3 should have a full 

post excavation assessment and if appropriate an article prepared and published 
in a suitable archaeological journal. Any finds would remain the property of the 
land owner and should be retained in appropriate conditions in a local museum. 

 
5. Consideration should be given to moving the footprint of the depot some 10metres 

west and so retain the pre 1835 hedgerow. (note; discussions with the project 
team at SCC to investigate this possibility have concluded that this is not feasible 
due to rising site levels and the desire to maintain the tree belt to the west, itself 
an historic feature visible on maps from 1835 onwards) The hedgerow also does 
not qualify for protection under the 1997 Hedgerow regulations on the grounds of 
historic criteria.  

 
6. Although outside the specific footprint of the depot site, the pond or 'canal' visible 

on surveys between 1835 and shortly after 1945 and still evident on site as a 
boggy or wet area provides an opportunity to enhance the landscape  around the 
depot site and should be considered for excavation and restoration.  

 
 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   30 



Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

 
10.0 CONCLUSION 
 
Through documentary research and site appraisal it has been possible to build up an 
accurate picture of land use on the proposed development site and within the wider area 
from 1835 when the first accurate survey is available to the present day. Prior to this the 
use of the area is less certain but seems with all probability to have followed a similar 
pattern of mixed arable and pasture with the significant manorial site of Low Barnes to the 
east most likely being occupied from  at least the 14th century. The site of High Barnes 
House immediately to the north of the site would appear to have been occupied from the 
division of the estate in the late 17th century. During the early medieval period the area of 
Barnes was a part of the estate of the monastery at Jarrow-Monkwearmouth and as such 
was almost certainly used to produce crops and livestock, perhaps even providing some 
of the vellum required for the monastery's famous illuminated manuscripts. There is no 
direct evidence for any Roman settlement within the immediate area, but a few chance 
finds and the likely Roman crossing point of the River Wear at Hylton suggest the area 
was settled and occupied by a largely Romano-British farming population. In prehistoric 
times the area appears to have been of considerable significance, apparently focussed on 
the site of Humbledon Hill immediately to the south. Here archaeological work has 
identified enclosures and burials of late Neolithic to Bronze-Age date. In addition a few 
chance finds of prehistoric flint tools have been made on the allotment area adjoining the 
site and in the immediate area. 
 
Against the rich heritage of the surrounding area, the archaeological implications of the 
proposed new depot site can be judged. The site contains 5 identified archaeological or 
historic landscape features, non of which in its own right is sufficiently important or well 
preserved to require the development to be either significantly redesigned or indeed 
refused. These sites are however of at least local significance if not regional significance 
in the case of the cockpit. This report puts forward a number of recommendations to 
safeguard the historic interests of the site through suggestions for some additional 
landscaping inspired by the sites identified historic past, and also a programme of 
archaeological watching brief and excavation to be undertaken as a condition of planning 
permission granted and prior to any construction work. This will require the writing and 
agreement of a full written scheme of investigation between the council and their 
archaeological advisors the Tyne & Wear Specialist Conservation Team. 
 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   31 



Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

REFERENCES 
 Archaeology Data Service University of York on-line catalogue 
  

Avery, B.W, Findlay, DC and Mackney, D (1974) Soil Map of England and Wales. 
 
Boldon Book (1982) Boldon Book. History from the sources series, Phillimore, Chichester. 
 
Ekwall, E. (1960) 4th Edition. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names.  
Oxford University Press.  
 
Geoquest (2000). An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment for a proposed 
development at Humbledon Hill, Sunderland. Geoquest Associates, unpublished 
report. 
 
Hale, D and Still, D. (2003). Geophysical Surveys at Picktree, Chester-le-Street and 
Humbledon Hill, Sunderland. Durham Archaeological Journal. 
 
Jobey. G. (1992). Cock-Fighting in Northumberland and Durham during the C18 and 
C19. Archaeologia Aeliana, Series 5, Vol XX, pp1-26. 
 
Lyndon-Dodds, G. (1995) A History of Sunderland. Albion Press. 
 
MacKenzie and Ross. (1834) A View of the County Palatinate of Durham. 
Volume 1. 
 
Meadows, P & Waterson, E. (1993) Lost Houses of County Durham. Jill Raines, York. 
 
Meikle, M & Newman C. (2007) Sunderland and its Origins; Monks to Mariners. Phillimore 
 
Natural England citing on-line reference ‘Durham Magnesian Limestone Plateau 
(JCA15)’ on http://www.countryside.gov.uk/Images/JCA15_tcm2-21123.pdf  
accessed 10.10.2008 
 
Petts, D and Gerrard, C (2007). Shared Visions: The North-East Regional Research  
Framework for the Historic Environment. 
 
Pevsner, N. (1990).The Buildings of England, Durham. Penguin. 
 
Robertson,C. (2005) Images of England:Sunderland. Tempus 
 
Sunderland City Council. (2008) Barnes Park Sunderland. Conservation Management 
Plan. Parks for People Stage 2 Application. Draft October 2008. 
 
Victoria County History (1914) Page William (Editor) Pages 155-157. 
 
Watts, V. A (2002) A Dictionary of County Durham Place-Names. English Place Name 
Society, Nottingham. 
 
 
Archive Sources 
National Monuments Record (NMR) 
Durham County Record Office (DRO) 
Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record (HER) 
Sunderland City Reference Library Local Studies Section. 
  

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   32 

http://www.countryside.gov.uk/Images/JCA15_tcm2-21123.pdf
http://www.countryside.gov.uk/Images/JCA15_tcm2-21123.pdf
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=532


Barnes Park Depot Relocation, Sunderland, An Archaeological Assessment. November 2008 

rchaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   33 A

 
Documents consulted  
Tyne & Wear Archive Service. 
DF Pem 1/3 Estate plans by John Hughes, surveyor 1834-1851 
DF PEM1/4 Fire insurance policy13 December 1914 
DF.PEM1/5 Conveyance10 February 1905 
DF.PEM1/7 Agreement12 May 1914  
DF.PEM1/9 Conveyance21 July 1892  
DF.PEM1/10 copy tenancy agreement 1 May 1914 
DF.PEM1/11 Tenancy agreement" 
DF.PEM1/15/1 Plan Shewing Proposed Site for Convalescent Home, High Barnes 

Estate" c 1905 
 

 
Cartographic 
1768 Jeffery’s Map of Durham 
1835  Estate Plan 
1845 Tithe Plan 
1854 Ordnance Survey first edition 25” map  
1895 Ordnance Survey second edition 25” map  
1919 Ordnance Survey third edition 25” map 
1935 Ordnance Survey fourth edition 6” map 
OS 1:10K series for each decade 1926-1994 available on line at Durham CC GIS website. 
 



ANNEX 1.  Specification for an Archaeological Assessment of Barnes Park. 
T&WSCT 2008 

 
TYNE AND WEAR SPECIALIST CONSERVATION TEAM 

 

Specification for an Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of Barnes Park, Sunderland 

 
Introduction 

 
Sunderland City Council is pursuing a lottery grant for the refurbishment of Barnes Park. 
As part of this the existing depot (which is on the site of “Canal House”) will be moved 
from the park. This will require planning permission. The relocation of the depot and the 
associated refurbishment of the park may affect archaeological remains.  
 
HER 54254 Barnes Park 
Opened in 1909, the name was taken from the Barnes Burn which runs along the valley in 
the park to the lake with surplus water forming a small waterfall. The 33 acres of land 
were purchased in 1904 for £8,500. During the depression of trade the park provided 
work for the unemployed. Many of the trees originally planted are now maturing. The lake 
and bandstand (which is listed grade 2) survive. 
 
Prehistoric finds may be present: 
 
HER 392 struck flake, Barnes Park 
"Length 44 mm, width 34 mm, thickness 10 mm. Found in an allotment no. 67, in 1931". 
 
The park includes the site of a medieval manor house: 
 
HER 54 Barnes manor house 
The i.p.m. of Wm. Bowes, 1465, records that he died seised of the manor of Hamyldon, 
with its appendages, consisting of a messuage with the appurtenances called the Barnes, 
wherein is one hall, with two chambers, one kitchen, two granges, one dovecot...". 
Though the name Barnes continued to be applied to a house it also came to mean a 
territorial division of the old manor of Hamyldon. By C17 it had been divided into Low 
Barnes (the original), sold in 1668 to John Jenkins of London, and High Barnes, which in 
1673 passed to Walter Ettrick. Low Barnes house was rebuilt in19th century to the design 
of the Sunderland architect Thomas Moore, and demolished in ? mid C20. The site is now 
part of Barnes Park. 
 
 
HER 2909 The Cockpit 
The Cockpit is shown on Ordnance Survey first edition next to Canal House possibly just 
a natural feature, but perhaps actually a cockpit. 
 
HER 8478 Low Barnes 
The Barnes Estate on the Durham Road was split in 1668. Low Barnes was bought by the 
Pemberton family in 1783 and it remained in their ownership until the 1920s, when it was 
acquired to make Barnes Park. The house in its final form was in the classical style with 
stuccoed brickwork and pilasters. It was built or remodelled for the family in the C19 and 
has been attributed to Thomas Moore, the architect of Ashbrooke Hall. By the end of C19 
the Pembertons no longer lived there and was let to a laundry company. In 1921 it was 
demolished for a bowling green. Gate piers and a derelict cottage survive. 
 
The Ordnance Survey first edition map shows Garden House and Canal House within 
what is now the park. The park is first shown on the third edition of 1919. 

Archaeo-Environment for Sunderland City Council.   34 



ANNEX 1.  Specification for an Archaeological Assessment of Barnes Park. 
T&WSCT 2008 

 
 
In accordance with PPG16 and UDP policy B14 a Desk Top Assessment is required to 
appraise the likelihood that important archaeological deposits survive on the site, and 
assess the impact on those deposits by construction work associated with the proposed 
development. It will make recommendations for further archaeological work required. 
 
Sunderland City Council UDP 1998 policy B14: 
 
WHERE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS AFFECT SITES OF KNOWN OR POTENTIAL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE, THE CITY COUNCIL WILL REQUIRE AN 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION TO BE SUBMITTED AS PART OF 
THE PLANNING APPLICATION. PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE GRANTED 
WITHOUT ADEQUATE ASSESSMENT OF THE NATURE, EXTENT AND 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REMAINS PRESENT AND THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS LIKELY TO AFFECT THEM. 
 
The assessment must be carried out by a suitably qualified and experienced 
archaeological organisation. The purpose of this brief is to obtain tenders for this work. 
The report must be the definitive record for deposition in the Tyne and Wear HER. 
 
The North-East Regional Research Framework for the Historic Environment (2006) notes 
the importance of research as a vital element of development-led archaeological work. It 
sets out key research priorities for all periods of the past allowing commercial contractors 
to demonstrate how their fieldwork relates to wider regional and national priorities for the 
study of archaeology and the historic environment. The aim of NERRF is to ensure that all 
fieldwork is carried out in a secure research context and that commercial contractors 
ensure that their investigations ask the right questions.  

 
Archaeological Brief 
 
1. The Assessment must inform the planning authority of the archaeological and 
historical importance of the site.   
 
2. All relevant documentary (such as local history books, journals, papers, 
documents, county histories, trade directories, census returns, council minutes, court 
rolls, wills, newspaper cuttings, historic photographs and postcards, prints and engravings 
etc.) and cartographic records (including historic mapping, archive plans, surveys, Goad 
Insurance Plans, estate plans, tithe maps and OS mapping) relating to the vicinity must 
be consulted and synthesised and copies included in the report where copyright allows.  
 
The archaeological consultant is expected to consult: 
 
Tyne and Wear Archives at Blandford House, Blandford Square, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 4JA (tel. 0191 2326789 ext 407)  
 
Durham Record Office, County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL (tel. 0191 3833253) 
 
Sunderland Local Studies Centre, City Library and Arts Centre, Fawcett Street, 
Sunderland SR1 1RE (tel. 0191 5148439) 
 
Sunderland Museum Archive, Museum and Winter Gardens, Burdon Road, Sunderland 
SR1 1PP (tel. 0191 5532323) 
 
National Monuments Record, Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2GZ (tel. 01793 414600) 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/NMR 
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and any other local resource with relevant information.  
 
Useful websites: 
 
www.twsitelines.info - not to be used instead of visiting the HER in person because it is 
only updated every six months and does not include event data 
 
http://local.live.co.uk – aerial photographic coverage 
 
http://museums.ncl.ac.uk/archive/index 
 
www.sine.ncl.ac.uk 
 
www.helm.org.uk 
 
www.wellinever.info 
 
www.tynesidelifeandtimes.org.uk 
 
www.magic.gov.uk/website/magic/ 
 
www.tomorrows-history.com 
 
www.dur.ac.uk/picturesinprint/ 
 
 
Geological bedrock and drift mapping for the area must be analysed.  
 
There must be a search of aerial photographs.  
 
The County Historic Environment Record housed at the West Chapel, Jesmond Old 
Cemetery must be consulted. Archaeological contractors are advised that there is a 
search fee payable for consulting the HER (Access and Pricing Policy available on 
request). Contractors visiting the HER in person and conducting their own research will be 
charged the basic search fee of £50 plus photocopying costs. 
 
Any relevant Building Control Plans for the site must be consulted at Tyne and Wear 
Archives, and Goad Insurance Plans at Sunderland Library to provide information on the 
location of cellars or basements or other features which may have destroyed or truncated 
archaeological deposits. The location of the cellars or areas of disturbance must be 
marked on a plan in the finished report.  
 
The County Industrial Archaeologist, Ian Ayris must be consulted on any industrial 
aspects of the Assessment (tel. 0191 2777190 or email ian.ayris@newcastle.gov.uk) 
 
Information on nearby listed buildings and Conservation Areas must be included and is 
available from the HER. 
 
3. The Assessment must describe the land-use history of this part of Sunderland and 
assess the probability that archaeological deposits survive on this plot 
 
4. The Assessment must describe the geology, topographic position, soil type and 
drainage of the site, using geological and soil survey maps. The report must make 
reference to the anticipated preservation conditions likely to be encountered on the site, 
especially relating to variables affecting the preservation of biological or organic remains.  
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5. The archaeological contractor must make at least one site visit and the finished 
Assessment will briefly describe the current condition of the site. Site photographs must 
be included in the finished report.  
 
6. The archaeological contractor will assess the impact of the proposed development 
on archaeological deposits by analysing the plans and foundation designs (where 
available) for the proposed new building. The commissioning client will provide copies of 
available plans.  
 
The Assessment Report 
 
The Assessment report must contain and synthesise the results of the analysis of all the 
sources mentioned above. As far as possible, all maps shown should be at the same 
scale, to assist in comparing maps of different date and scale, ideally as overlays on a 
modern base-map, although highlighted enlargements may be used to facilitate the 
addition of extra annotation. 
 
The report must include a catalogue of features of archaeological or historical interest 
within or close to the study area. Their location must be shown on a site plan. This must 
include all sites of interest, not just those currently included in the HER.  
 
A final section of the report should consist of recommendations (in the opinion of the 
consultant, after assessing all evidence available at the present time) about the type, 
scale and location of any future archaeological work needed to locate and record historic 
buildings or archaeological deposits suspected on the site. If evaluation is recommended 
then the finished report will include a site plan showing the scale and location of 
suggested trial trenches.  
 
 The report must have the following features:- 
 
1. Site location plan and grid reference 
2. List of all sources consulted, and their location  
3. Details of field visits undertaken by the consultant 
4. Site photographs 
5. Geology of site 
6. Period by period discussion of site history and development 
7. Historic map regression 
8. Copies of any relevant archive plans and historic photographs 
9. Brief discussion of the potential of the site in relation to NERRF, EH research 

agenda and other relevant agenda 
10. A card cover with title, date, author, consultant organisation and commissioning 

client   
11. Some form of binding which allows easy copying of the report 
12. Copy of this specification 
 
Three paper copies of the report need to be submitted: 

• one for the commissioning client 
 

• one for the planning authority (Sunderland City Council) 
 

• and one for deposition in the County HER. A digital copy of the report on 
CD is also required by the HER – to be sent with the paper report but not 
attached to it. The report and CD for the HER must be sent by the 
archaeological consultant directly to the address below. If the report is sent via 
the planning department, every page of the report will be stamped with the 
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planning application number which ruins the illustrations. Also the HER is often 
sent a photocopy instead of a bound colour original which is not acceptable.   

 
OASIS 
 
The Tyne and Wear County Archaeologist supports the Online Access to the Index of 
Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an online 
index/access to the large and growing body of archaeological grey literature, created as a 
result of developer-funded fieldwork.  
 
The archaeological contractor is therefore required to register with OASIS and to 
complete the online OASIS form for their desk based assessment at 
http://www.oasis.ac.uk/. Please ensure that tenders for this work takes into account the 
time needed to complete the form.   
 
Once the OASIS record has been completed and signed off by the HER and NMR the 
information will be incorporated into the English Heritage Excavation Index, hosted online 
by the Archaeology Data Service.  
 
The ultimate aim of OASIS is for an online virtual library of grey literature to be built up, 
linked to the index. The unit therefore has the option of uploading their grey literature 
report as part of their OASIS record, as a Microsoft Word document, rich text format, pdf 
or html format. The grey literature report will only be mounted by the ADS if both the unit 
and the HER give their agreement. The grey literature report will be made available 
through a library catalogue facility.  
 
Please ensure that you and your client understand this procedure. If you choose to upload 
your grey literature report please ensure that your client agrees to this in writing to the 
HER at the address below.  
 
For general enquiries about the OASIS project aims and the use of the form please 
contact: Mark Barratt at the National Monuments Record (tel. 01793 414600 or 
oasis@english-heritage.org.uk). For enquiries of a technical nature please contact: 
Catherine Hardman at the Archaeology Data Service (tel. 01904 433954 or 
oasis@ads.ahds.ac.uk). Or contact the Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer at the 
address below.  
 
 
Jennifer Morrison 
Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer 
West Chapel 
Jesmond Old Cemetery 
Jesmond Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE2 1NL 
Tel (0191) 2816117 
jennifer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk 
 

Ref: Barnes Park  
September 2008 
Planning Application:  pre-application 
 
 
For HER use only: 
Quality control 
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Sources used: 
□ Northumberland Record Office 
□ Tyne and Wear Archives 
□ Newcastle City Library Local Studies 
□ Durham Record Office 
□ local library 
□ Special collections, Palace Green 
□ HER 
□ Building Control Plans 
□ Goad Insurance plans 
□ Conservation Officer 
□ APs 
 
Report content: 
□ site location plan 
□ grid reference 
□ use of documentary sources (books/journals/papers/county histories/trade directories/court 

rolls/census returns/documents etc) 
□ use of cartographic sources (estate maps/tithe/archive plans/OS) 
□ land-use history 
□ historic photographs/drawings/engravings 
□ geology 
□ anticipated preservation conditions 
□ evidence of site visit and site photograph 
□ listed buildings and Conservation Areas 
□ map regression 
□ plan of cellars/areas of disturbance 
□ catalogue and plan 
□ impact of proposed development 
□ recommendations 
□ trench location plan 
□ CD 
□ OASIS form 
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ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING "IMPORTANT" HEDGEROWS  

 
PART I 

 

INTERPRETATION 
 
In this Schedule -  

"building" includes structure; 
"Record Office" means -  
(a) a place appointed under section 4 of the Public Records Act 1958[29] (place of 
deposit of public records), 
 
(b) a place at which documents are held pursuant to a transfer under section 
144A(4) of the Law of Property Act 1922[30] or under section 36(2) of the Tithe 
Act 1936[31], including each of those provisions as applied by section 7(1) of the 
Local Government (Records) Act 1962[32], or 
 
(c) a place at which documents are made available for inspection by a local 
authority pursuant to section 1 of the Local Government (Records) Act 1962; 

"relevant date" means the date on which these Regulations are made; 
"Sites and Monuments Record" means a record of archaeological features and sites 
adopted -  
(a) by resolution of a local authority within the meaning of the Local Government 
Act 1972[33], or 
 
(b) in Greater London, by the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission[34]; 

"standard tree" -  
(a) in the case of a multi-stemmed tree, means a tree which, when measured at a 
point 1.3 metres from natural ground level, has at least two stems whose diameters 
are at least 15 centimetres; 
 
(b) in the case of a single-stemmed tree, means a tree which, when measured at a 
point 1.3 metres from natural ground level, has a stem whose diameter is at least 20 
centimetres; 

"woodland species" means the species listed in Schedule 2; and 
"woody species" means the species and sub-species listed in Schedule 3, and any 
hybrid, that is to say, any individual plant resulting from a cross between parents of 
any species or sub-species so listed, but does not include any cultivar; and 

references to the documents in paragraph 6(3)(b) and (4) are to those documents as at the 
relevant date, without taking account of any subsequent revisions, supplements or 
modifications. 
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PART II 

 
CRITERIA 

 
Archaeology and history 

1.  The hedgerow marks the boundary, or part of the boundary, of at least one historic 
parish or township; and for this purpose "historic" means existing before 1850. 

2.  The hedgerow incorporates an archaeological feature which is -  

(a) included in the schedule of monuments compiled by the Secretary of State 
under section 1 (schedule of monuments) of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979[35]; or 
 
(b) recorded at the relevant date in a Sites and Monuments Record. 

     3.  The hedgerow -  

(a) is situated wholly or partly within an archaeological site included or recorded as 
mentioned in paragraph 2 or on land adjacent to and associated with such a site; 
and 
 
(b) is associated with any monument or feature on that site. 

     4.  The hedgerow -  

(a) marks the boundary of a pre-1600 AD estate or manor recorded at the relevant 
date in a Sites and Monuments Record or in a document held at that date at a 
Record Office; or 
 
(b) is visibly related to any building or other feature of such an estate or manor. 

     5.  The hedgerow -  

(a) is recorded in a document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an 
integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts[36]; or 
 
(b) is part of, or visibly related to, any building or other feature associated with 
such a system, and that system -  

(i) is substantially complete; or 
 
(ii) is of a pattern which is recorded in a document prepared before the 
relevant date by a local planning authority, within the meaning of the 1990 
Act[37], for the purposes of development control within the authority's 
area, as a key landscape characteristic. 
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