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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA TO ANNUAL REPORT 1. 

To follow the final paragraph of the Visits section on p.9. 

At intervals since 1954 M.W. Beresford and J.G. Hurst 
so arranged their research and administrative duties as 
to devote two or three consecutive days each year to the 
examination of suspected and reported D.M,V. sites: the 
main object was to test their authenticity and to give a 
broad classification of site type and quality. From such 
visits the original lists in The Lost Villages of England 
(1954) were corrected and expanded into county lists, 
some published separately, that were the basis of those 
in Deserted Medieval Villages (1971), chapter 5. Such an 
arrangement was not possible in 1975-1983 but was 
resumed in 1984 and 1985 (MVRG Annual Report 32 
and 33). The classification of sites by their personal 
assessments cannot be continued after 1987 when J.G. 
Hurst's retirement will deprive him of the use of an 
official car, M.W. Beresford having already retired and 
so lost access to university research funds for travel. The 
same year also saw the closure of the former MVRG 
archive and its transfer to the NMR by the new Medieval 
Settlement Research Group, which is unlikely to continue 
classification on the same basis. 

On 8 and 9 May 1986 M.W. Beresford and J.G. Hurst, 
accompanied by P.A. Stamper, visited sites in Shropshire 
in Corvedale and around the Clees, an area bounded 
roughly by Bridgnorth, Ludlow, and Much Wenlock. 
This was an area where extensive preliminary fieldwork 
had been carried out by Trevor Rowley and for which 
there was an accumulation of air photographs unchecked 
on the ground. Additionally, full-scale surveys of certain 
sites had recently been carried out by a team under Paul 
Everson from the RCHM regional office at Keele 
University. 

This part of Shropshire is predominantly grassland and 
the earthworks are generally of high quality. Within the 
area there are few major long-distance routeways, the hilly 
topography making cross-country communication 
extremely difficult. The combination of that topography 
with the local geology has resulted in the formation of 
many hollow ways. These are visible equally in existing 
roads and in those now abandoned by vehicular traffic 
(although remaining as footpaths). Often these hollow 
ways lead into deserted village sites, as at Norncott. 
Former field and croft boundaries are also well preserved 
(e.g.Norton), as are fishponds and manorial moats (e.g. 
Gretton). Distinct rectilinear earthworks formed by buried 
house foundations were not observed but house platforms 
and fold yards associated with hollow ways were almost 
universal. They were particularly clear at Witchcott, 
where a main street climbs a steep hill slope, placing the 
house platforms on quasi-terraces, and Cold Weston, 
where a similar terrace still contains a single surviving 
cottage. With the generally large parishes, made up of 
several townships and settlements, the classic Midlands 
DMV standing alongside an isolated church was not 
expected to be common. It was, nevertheless, encountered 
at Cold Weston, Abdon, Heath, and Upton Cressett. 

The predominance of well-grazed pastures, especially 
sheep pastures, at this time of year made the sites ideally 
visible, and in many cases they were far more distinct than 
the air photographs would suggest. All sites visited by 
Rowley in the 1960s and 1970s and photographed by Dr. 
St. Joseph in the west of the area were still under grass* 
To the east, however, where more arable was visible, two 
sites (Ingardine and Sidnall) had suffered ploughing, the 
deliberate levelling of earthworks, and the grubbing up 
of hedges. 

Altogether it was a most gratifying finale to 30 years of 
joint fieldwork in which a number of now-distinguished 
academic figures assisted. 

To follow the final paragraph of the Air Photographs 
section on p. 10. 

By 1980 the CBA funds had been spent, but Mrs Duffield 
enabled the Group to complete its purchase of prints of 
sites photographed up to the time of St Joseph's 
retirement when routine taking of oblique air photographs 
of DMVs from Cambridge stopped. In 1980 127 DMVs 
were photographed, but in 1981 there were 6, in 1982 
only 4, with none in 1983 and 1984. 

Remarkable progress in techniques of taking oblique air 
photographs can be shown between the first summer shots 
of DMV earthworks taken in 1948 and the winter air 
photographs of the 1960s giving better shadows 
culminating in the impressive snow pictures of the 1970s. 
It is lucky that this 40 year programme of air photography 
by St Joseph, for the Cambridge Committee For Aerial 
Photography, almost exactly co-incided with the activities 
of the (D)MVRG so that its archive contains a complete 
sample of the Cambridge oblique air photographs of 
medieval rural settlements. 

Over 34 years J.G.Hurst, in 40 visits to the Cambridge 
collection, listed (with the help of Betty Ewins for the 
last 25 years) all the sorties on which DMV air 
photographs were taken. The MVRG collection now 
contains 6786 prints of Cambridge oblique air 
photographs comprising 803 DMVs, 486 Shrunken and 
138 Other Sites. This is a unique archive for medieval 
rural settlement filed in alphabetical order by County. 
Such a collection would be prohibitively expensive to 
form today since in 1952 contact prints were 9d (4p) each 
but are now nearly £2. 

At the head of p. 21 the sentence before the second 
citation from the Hoskins postcard should have read: 'I 
thought I might have discovered here the fateful invitation 
to our first meeting, and so I sent William a copy of it, 
but his postcard reply of 23 November 1970 suggests that 
it was not our first meeting, there being an earlier meeting 
in 1946 and the subject, Bittesby.' 

In addition, in this same article (A Draft Chronology of 
Deserted Village Studies)^ one injustice and one factual 
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error has been discovered since publication. The earlier 
volumes ofthe Victoria County History were oblivious to 
most deserted villages within their compass, but not to 
all: Dalton (Cumberland) was described in vol 8 of 
Lancashire, and Leland's visit to Tubney in vol. 4 of 

FARMS, HAMLETS AND MOATS 

Conference Report 

Alan Aberg 

The second residential conference of the MSRG took 
place at Bristol, March 25-26 1988, and we are indebted 
to Mick Aston for the excellent local arrangements at the 
University. 

The following is a resume ofthe lectures that were given 
at the Conference. 

Dispersed Settlement in the South Midlands 

J. Bond 

A review was given of the changing perspective of 
settlement structure in the south Midlands (Worcester, 
Warwick, Oxon.) noting shifts in interpretation since the 
1960s. In the 1970s an increase in our knowledge 
stemmed from excavations; early, irregular Saxon 
settlements were recognised in significant numbers. As 
a consequence there was some questioning of old-
established associations between place-names and sites and 
a recognition of settlement shift and drift, with a tendency 
within dispersed patterns to adopt a degree of nucleation, 

Moated sites in Oxfordshire were predominantly 
associated with nucleated settlements rather than assarts 
and many were already present by the late eleventh 
century. 

Dispersed settlement could be identified among nucleated 
settlements. Dispersed patterns were the dominant early 
form of settlement and nucleation could be viewed as an 
aberration in the pattern of settlement. 

Dispersed Settlements in Worcestershire 

C.C. Dyer 

Recent research on this subject in the West Midlands was 
illustrated by case studies on parishes in Worcestershire. 
At the first, Hanbury, there is clear evidence of Roman 
occupation, and it was later the site of a Minster Church 
and was held as a manor by the Bishop of Worcester. The 
present dispersed settlement pattern was examined by 
field survey, documentary research, the examination of 
aerial photographs, and other sources. In the Roman 
period it seems probable that there were twenty significant 
sites, and that these were abandoned in the Dark Ages 

Berkshire. 

The air photograph of Gainsthorpe (Lines) was published 
by O.G.S.Crawford with a short commentary, but not 
taken by him as implied. 

when woodland recolonised much of the former arable 
areas. The rental rolls and evidence of early maps show, 
however, that the parish was reclaimed by settlement in 
the medieval period when as many as thirty farm sites 
can be identified as a dispersed pattern distributed along 
the local network of roads. In a second parish, Pendock, 
there is again widespread evidence of Romano-British 
settlements, but at Domesday it is clear that the arable 
had shrunk to 400 acres, and that over 1,000 acres were 
woodland. In the medieval period clearance of the 
woodland resulted in the creation of some ten scattered 
settlements supporting a population of approximately 
200. Amalgamation of holdings and the desertion of 
settlements in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
reduced the farmsteads, so that by the sixteenth century 
it is clear that there were only eighteen families farming 
in the parish. Dispersed settlement in Worcester seems 
therefore to be rooted in the medieval pattern, which is 
one of farmsteads colonising the area along a network of 
local roads which creates what are best described as 
'interrupted row settlements'. Because ofthe land tenure 
systems it must be accepted that there is an element of 
planning in the successive enclosures that these isolated 
farms represent, and that it is a process that is 
substantially complete in the fourteenth century. 

The Roadford Project 

C. Henderson 

The project is the examination ofthe settlement pattern 
in the River Wolf valley of Devon, where the South-West 
Water Authority is constructing a new reservoir. Funding 
has been provided for Devon County Council and the 
Archaeological Unit to examine the area and record or 
excavate as necessary the farms scattered along this 
isolated valley. One stage has been to record the farms 
and their buildings, which are often cob built and seem 
to be mainly sixteenth or seventeenth century in date, the 
process of drawing and examination being aided by the 
stripping of wall coverings, etc., before the houses are 
demolished. These hamlets occupy the lower slopes in 
the valley, and the better-documented farms are sited 
differently immediately below the edge of the hill in a 
sheltered position. Selective excavation has been carried 
out and at Hennard a house platform and mill site have 
been investigated, which revealed a restorable eighteenth-
century wooden water-wheel. For the future research will 
be continued and extended, since the construction ofthe 
reservoir requires the removal of both the environmental 
and settlement remains, and an important aspect of the 
present plans is the ecological examination of the 
hedgerows, soils and peat deposits in the Wolf valley. 

DISPERSED SETTLEMENTS 
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Earthwork Surveys in Shropshire and Cheshire 

P. Everson 

There are few deserted villages as such in Shropshire and 
Cheshire, and on the ground one is forced to acknowledge 
that these are not large nucleated settlements, but hamlets 
in terms of their size and probable population. The survey 
of these earthworks is an RCHM(E) project, and it has 
cooperated in Shropshire with the VCH which provides 
a parallel historical survey of the county. 

Some twenty sites have been planned at 1:1000 scale all 
being situated on the edge of moorland at heights of 
200-250m OD. Many seem, on close investigation, to be 
farms or clusters of farms, and also appear to be 
nineteenth century in date with substantial alteration by 
formal landscaping for gardens. On some sites it is clear 
that the same farm has changed location which produces 
earthworks with the appearance of deserted settlements, 
and it is also apparent that the earthworks sometimes 
represent post-medieval desertion. 
Survey in detail makes it evident that one cannot approach 
sites with rigid viewpoints, and that the patterns present 
on the ground must be interpreted impartially if we are 
not to confuse our interpretation of settlement. 

Medieval Upland Settlements in the Yorkshire 
Pennines 

S. Moorhouse 

A study of the medieval settlement in the Honour of 
Pontefract and manor of Wakefield formed part of the 
West Yorkshire Archaeology Unit's assessment of the 
pattern and evolution of occupation in the former 
metropolitan county. Parishes have little significance in 
Yorkshire, and the study was based on the medieval 
buildings which could be plotted in the townships. In the 
sample area a special assessment was made of the 
relationship between soil type and settlements, which was 
cross-referenced to the evidence of the field names, assarts 
and map evidence, and seemed to point to a pattern of 
occupation on spur ends at the margin between good and 
poor soils, 

Addersgate, West Yorkshire, is a typical spur-end 
settlement of this type, sitting astride the medieval route 
into the valley with the medieval field systems and farms 
still identifiable by this means of study. In the enclosed 
area, studies were made of the roads, bridges, woodland, 
weirs and rights of way, and in the related moorland area 
settlement can be related to the quarries, enclosed ranches 
and other extractive industries over wThich these 
settlements had rights. 

Dispersed Settlement in Bedfordshire 

C.C. Taylor 

The history of settlement in Bedford has been carried out 
with Tony Brown, Staff Tutor in Archaeology in 
Leicester University, and students of extramural classes 
in that University. The following villages can be taken 
as examples of the results of their surveys. 

1. Thurleigh. This is a nucleated village with some 
scattered farms on a heavy boulder clay soil. Most of the 
dispersed settlement lies along a road that runs 
southwards from the village where there is also a series 
of earthworks which, with one exception, overlie ridge-
and-furrow. Settlement was at one time, probably in the 
twelfth to fourteenth centuries, much denser, and 
Domesday shows that there were, in fact, six holdings 
in Thurleigh, of which the largest was in the present 
village. The Hundred returns of 1279 show that there 
was at that time one main vill, but that others were 
freeholders or tenants who probably enclosed woodland 
and created holdings with private enclosed ground at the 
same time as they continued to hold land in the open 
fields, 

2. Hobbs Green, Odell. At Domesday, Great Odell and 
Little Odell were the two main vills, but Hobbs Green 
is now an eighteenth-century farm with earthworks to the 
north, and settlement evidenced by pottery scatter in the 
fields to the south. In 1278 the Hundred Rolls show that 
Great Odell was the larger settlement with twenty-four 
free tenants, compared to ten at Little Odell, where 
further shrinkage reduced it to a dispersed pattern. 

3. Lidlington. North of the nucleated village is a smaller 
settlement, Thorpe End, where a series of regularly-
spaced closes can be identified each side of the lane 
overlying ridge-and-furrow. Pottery scatters of the twelfth 
to seventeenth century were recovered from fieldwalking 
on the ridge-and-furrow. The closes probably represent 
a planned re-organisation over the open fields in the 
twelfth century, when a new double-row settlement was 
created. A strong manorial organisation based on the 
feudal power of the landowner, Becking Abbey, was 
almost certainly the power responsible for this settlement 
and the regular land units that can be detected in the field 
and enclosure pattern. 

4. Bletsoe. The village is nucleated around a castle, but 
three minor settlements exist, of which North End is one. 
At Domesday there were clearly two manors in Bletsoe, 
and in the 1279 Hundred Rolls North End was shown 
to have independent tenants. Like Thorpe End, twelfth-
century pottery can be identified from fieldwalking of the 
settlement on both sides of the road, and a comparable 
pattern seems to be evident. 

Bedfordshire shows evidence therefore for minor 
settlements which are dispersed in the parish and might 
be associated with planned enclosure as part of the 
expansion of population. There is moreover a hint of 
replanmng in each of these settlements which might be 
associated with strong central direction in each parish due 
to the feudal control in existence in these examples. 

Current Research in East Anglia 

T. Williamson 

Open-field settlements seem to occur mostly on the 
heavier clay soils, and in the interfluvial areas there is 
a pattern that represents more independent enclosure. 
Certainly where heavier clays occur in the interfluves, 
they are occupied by woodland, except in North Suffolk 
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where commons occupy the clays. 

It is important to integrate soil studies with those of field 
systems and settlement, and in East Anglia the full open-
field pattern of nucleated settlements does not seem to 
develop. This may be explained if the settlement is 
developing in an area that was already heavily enclosed, 
so that occupation was inhibited by existing field and 
settlement patterns. 

Current Work in Dorset 

A. Hunt 

On close examination Dorset, like other counties, can be 
shown to possess a dispersed element of settlement among 
the nucleated picturebook villages known to the AA and 
other tourist organisations. Interrupted-row settlements 
such as those in Worcestershire can be found in the areas 
of heathland, although it is difficult to be certain that the 
pattern evolves in the medieval period. Certainly some 
of the desertion of the individual plots in the settlement 
rows is seventeenth or eighteenth century. In west and 
north-west Dorset, dispersed settlement can also be 
identified, and it must not be overlooked that isolated 
moats form part of the dispersal pattern. 

Field studies by students at Toller Porcorum have 
linked field survey methods to excavation on a manor 
house of the Bingham Family, It is clear that a lengthy 
period of occupation precedes the Bingham possession, 
which begins in the thirteenth century, and that a hamlet, 
house platforms and holloway form part of a complicated 
pattern of evolution on the site. 

Dispersed Settlements in the Context of Upland 
Resources 

D. Austin 

Any consideration of upland resources must assess their 
varied aspects: physical, climatic, cultural, economic, 
ethnic, etc, In upland environments the concept of 
migratory societies is a familiar one, and the identification 

Between January 1987 and January 1988 M.W. Beresford 
and J.G. Hurst carried out a re-examination of some 2474 
'query5 cards relating to sites which had accumulated as 
a result of suggestions from various sources that they were 
deserted villages. These ranged from the casual mention 
of isolated churches in popular guide books to letters from 
informed scholars with references and sometimes a report 
on the condition of an alleged site. All had presented some 
difficulty or other at the time of their receipt and could 
not easily be placed in the standard categories of'deserted 
village' 'shrunken village' or 'deleted'. The problems most 
commonly preventing an immediate verdict were 
sometimes the non-existent or limited documentation in 
readily accessible printed sources, but more usually that 
of deciding whether settlement in the local terrain had 
ever nucleated. 

of hafods and sheilings is enshrined in our literature. 

In Cornwall, studies in St Neots have demonstrated the 
evolution of a nucleated pattern from the six manors 
which were known to exist at Domesday, each of which 
possessed extensive rights to woodland and moor 
alongside its arable areas. Much of the subsequent 
enclosure of the waste seems to be in the thirteenth 
century when it is clear that a number of English family 
names appear for the first time alongside the Cornish 
names, and since the former are associated with moorland 
areas, manorial initiative seems to be responsible for this 
new element in the landscape; an element that is 
subsequently associated with deserted settlement on many 
sites. 

Wales has the same distinction of upland and lowland 
sites, with the hafod names associated with the moorland 
fringe. In Wales the enclosure of the moorland is later, 
eighteenth century, and it is easier therefore to identify 
the settlement patterns in upland areas. 

Settlement Patterns in Somerset 

M. Aston 

For most of the county, a mixed pattern of nucleated and 
dispersed settlement is found, but Exmoor is of course 
an exception to this and scattered farms form the 
predominant feature in the landscape. The study of 
settlement in this area of west Somerset has been based 
on the Lay Subsidy of 1327 and a detailed analysis of the 
Tithe Maps for field names and place-names which 
coincide with early tenements. This has successfully 
demonstrated that many of the deserted sites in Exmoor 
were probably hamlets of three or four farmsteads and 
not single isolated houses, and that there is a long period 
of continuity where single farms still exist. In other parts 
of the county analysis of place-names and settlements with 
documentary sources such as Anglo-Saxon charters 
suggests a dispersed pattern of hamlets before villages are 
established in some areas, probably in the period 
1000-1200 AD. 

With the closing of the MVRG archive (and the formation 
of a new Medieval Settlement Research Group with a 
remit extending to the whole of medieval settlement), 
standards of categorization applied by Beresford and 
Hurst would no longer be relevant nor, after their 
retirement, would they be available to work over the 
material. It therefore seemed urgent to sift the 2000 cards, 
and categorise those which could most readily be treated. 
Working periods extending over eight days were alloted 
to this task. The following Table summarises the 
consequence of these decisions. It will be noted that about 
10% of the suggestions resulted in additions to the county 
lists; 21% in addition to the lists of shrunken sites: 
referring 69% to the attention of the new Group ('other 
sites'). The latter encompasses such Beresford-Hurst 
categories, previously distinguished as 'isolated church', 
'manor', 'scattered'. 

FINALISING THE M.V,R.G. ARCHIVE 
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Categorisation of outstanding queries, 1987-88 

County 

Bedfordshire 
Berkshire 
Buckinghamshire 
Cambridge 
Cheshire 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 
Derby 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 
Hsse\ 
(iloueesier 
Hampshire 
Hampshire I.O.W. 
Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 
Kent 
Lancashire 
Leicestershire 
Lincolnshire 
Middlesex 

deserted 
VillaKCS 

1 
2 

3 
1 
6 
0 

Id 
1 
4 

41 
50 

5 
i 

16 
i 

1 i 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Shrunken 
Villages 

5 
11 
8 

14 
1 
0 
3 
1 

35 
53 
25 
20 
11 
11 
0 

1i 

3 
2 
0 
1 

11 
29 

0 

Other 
Sites 

1 
46 

9 
12 
20 

149 
157 

12 
108 

36 
83 
87 
25 
17 
6 

89 
7 
7 

80 
40 

8 
17 
21 

Total 

10 
59 
20 
27 
27 

149 
174 

11 
147 
130 
158 
110 

11 
44 

8 
123 

10 
9 

80 
91 
19 
46 
22 

County 

Norfolk 
Northamptonshire 
Northumberland 
Nottinghamshire 
Oxfordshire 
Rutland 
Shropshire 
Somerset 
Staffordshire 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 
Warwickshire 
Westmorland 
Wiltshire 
Worcestershire 
York. l:ast Riding 
York. North Ridinj 
York. West Riding 

Total 

Deserted 
Villages 

2 

0 
I 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 

11 
1 

13 
10 

3 
20 

1 
0 

12 

241 
(10%) 

Shrunken 
Villages 

6 
67 

0 
1 
3 

28 
6 
8 
3 

20 
1 

37 
4 
4 

11 
52 

2 
5 
7 

532 
(21%) 

Other 
Sites 

3 
5 

192 
37 

1 
7 

25 
11 
17 
78 
12 
46 
56 
26 

7 
61 

3 
1 1 
13 

1701 
(69%) 

Total 

11 
72 

193 
38 
4 

36 
35 
19 
21 

109 
14 
96 
70 
30 
21 

133 
6 

16 
32 

2474 

PATTERNS OF SETTLEMENT IN MEDIEVAL CHESHIRE: 
AN INSIGHT INTO DISPERSED SETTLEMENT. 

Pre-industrial settlement patterns in the north-west of 
England were characteristically dispersed. This is a brief 
attempt to highlight the principal factors behind that 
pattern m the hope that this will contribute to our 
understanding of patterns of dispersed settlement on a 
national scale. 

Domesday Cheshire had a low density of population. To 
an extent, local population had been artificially reduced 
by the hostile attentions of King William's soldiers in 
1069-1070. However, the low estimates of ploughlands 
and the low level of hidation demonstrate that population 
levels and gross levels of production had been low relative 
to southern counties in the late Saxon period. 

The bulk of that population was resident on rural manors. 
These varied considerably in size and population. The 
majority were small, assessed at one or two hides and/or 
ploughlands and with a recorded population of no more 
than five. Many had no tenants and comprised only a 
single demesne farm. Such represent, by definition, 
dispersed settlements. 

A minority of estates were large, with recorded 
populations often to thirty. A superficial reading of the 
Domesday accounts of the manors of Malpas, Weaverham 
or Acton raises the possibility that nucleated settlements 
were present. However, all the manors with high levels 
of recorded population were multi-settlement estates. 
Most comprised numbers of what were to later become 
townships. In some instances, the number of townships 
approximates to the number of sub-tenancies (military 
tenants or radmen) recorded in Domesday Book, Even 
at Frodsham, where the entire estate was later to be a 
single township and parish, there was a multi-settlement 
pattern within the estate, comprising several hamlets each 
of which had a separate field system in the fourteenth 

century, Like the small manors, the larger estates shared 
a dispersed settlement structure. 

Low levels of population remained an identifiable 
phenomenon in the shire into the thirteenth century, 
when the Earl's feudal tenants successfully petitioned to 
be allowed to encourage outsiders onto their estates. Low 
levels of population were a cogent factor in the continuing 
dispersed pattern of settlement. Until the thirteenth 
century, it is unlikely that sufficient households were 
available on many manors for nucleation to be a viable 
option. Short of combining neighbouring manors and 
their work force, manorial proprietors were unable to 
encourage nucleation. 

The region was characterised by low levels of labour 
services throughout the period. With insufficient tenants, 
Norman lords were constrained from imposing stringent 
tenurial conditions on manorial communities during what 
were probably the critical years for the process of 
nucleation in the twelfth century. 

Most of the county is flat and covered with boulder clay. 
Drainage of the soil was a major problem before the 
development of field drains. In many areas ridging was 
probably a prerequisite of cultivation and even then many 
damp areas remained which would have resisted the 
efforts of medieval farmers to grow grain. In such an 
environment, settlements tended to occupy the more 
advantageous niches, where well-drained soils overlay 
sands and gravels or where topography offered drainage 
advantages. Such niches were generally small and ill-
suited to the development of large scale and highly regular 
open fields. Open fields did develop locally but the units 
or furlongs were small and many communities utilised 
not two or three fields but a dozen or more. Such local 
field patterns better suited a scattered population than 



10 

did the regimented open fields of the champion country. 

In such an environment, pastoral strategies offered a 
method of utilising land that was unsuitable for the 
plough. Although Cheshire produced considerable 
quantities of grain, it probably did no more than feed 
itself. What agricultural surplus there was came from 
livestock husbandry. When the crown required supplies 
for wars in Scotland c.1300, Cheshire was expected to 
produce oats and livestock. Within a mixed farming 
regime, an emphasis on animal products is more easily 
reconciled with dispersed settlement. 

As population increased, there was a tendency to occupy 
new niches in the environment. This was probably a more 
cogent trend than the establishment of new farming units 
alongside existing examples. The result was a settlement 
pattern that was both characteristically dispersed and 
inclined towards ever-greater dispersal. 

Within this pattern of dispersal, there were some 
pressures for nucleation. Chester was early a nucleated 
site and its primacy in commercial, social, religious and 
judicial matters encouraged its growth. The wiches 
probably developed urban characteristics at an early date. 
A minority of rural estates in the hands of the bishops 
(Burton in Wirral, Tarvin and Farndon) arguably 
developed some of the characteristics of nucleated village 
communities but ecclesiastical manors were a small 
minority, many of which were farmed directly as granges 
by the religious houses. Otherwise, the major pressure 
for nucleation came from commercial development as a 
scatter of seigneurial boroughs was established in the later 

thirteenth century. However, the pattern of rural 
settlement was little changed by these developments. With 
low levels of population still characterising the area, local 
communities remained prone to fision as individuals were 
attracted into new niches in the large belts of woodland, 
mossland and forest land. Any attempt to nucleate such 
colonisers would have reduced their capacity to make a 
living from what was difficult and marginal land. As far 
as can be ascertained, local lords were generally content 
to break new land for themselves or take new rents from 
the assarts of their tenants. On such lands many local 
manorial lords established younger sons or brothers on 
substantial farms carved out of the common. 

Such patterns of behaviour were conditioned by a 
pragmatic recognition of the opportunities offered and 
the constraints imposed by local conditions. Low levels 
of population arguably owed much to the inadequacies 
of the local agricultural environment. This was 
compounded by the long frontier status of the shire as 
the vulnerable, northern end of Mercia's north-western 
province, interposed between Northumbrian and Welsh 
territory. 

It was the confluence of these several environmental and 
seigneurial factors with the timescaie of the long-delayed 
rise in local levels of population which resulted in a 
distinctive rural landscape, in which patterns of settlement 
and patterns of exploitation differed markedly from 
Midland England. 

N.J.Higham 
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RESEARCH IN 1987 

FIELDWORK 

AVON (formerly SOMERSET) 

James Bond reports that earthworks east of Ludwell 
Farm (ST 360593) were surveyed by a Bristol University 
Extra-Mural Class (Fig. 1). Documentary records suggest 
that Ludwell was a small hamlet within the combined 
manor of Elborough and Hutton in the Middle Ages. 
By the mid-thirteenth century the holding of the Payne 
family at Ludwell was of quasi-manorial status. An extent 
of Hutton Manor in 1309 (BRO/AC/M8/LO) records 
tends at Ludwell and implies the existence of at least two 
dwellings belonging to John Payne, free tenant, and John 
de Lodewelle, tenant-at-the lord's-will. Contributors to 
the 1327 Lay Subsidy listed under Hutton included 
Johanne Lodwelle and Adam Lodewelle, both of whom 
were assessed for 18d, There are several later references 
to tenements and holdings in Ludwell, including a late 
sixteenth-century terrier recording two dwellings and a 
mill (BRO/AC/M8/la/Roll 7). Some contraction had 
occurred by 1748 when a deed mentions 'all that messuage 
or mansion house called Great Ludwell* and 'that litth 
parrock of land whereon there lately stood a Tenement 
called Little Ludwell' (BRO/AC/ex Box 10), and an estate 
map of 1759 shows only the present farmhouse 
(BRO/AC/PL/85/1). The survey confirmed that there had 
been at least one more substantial holding in addition to 
the present farm; while much of the site had been 
disturbed by old drainage grypes, stone-digging and spoil-
tipping, it was still possible to identify several banks and 
ditches which appear to represent farmyard enclosures, 
several areas of stone footings and the foundations of a 
circular stone building which was very probably a 
dovecote. Thanks are due to Mr Harold Coward of 
Hutton and to Mick Aston of Bristol University for 
documentary work on the site, to all members of the class., 
and especially to Mr E.G. Coates for allowing the survey 
to take place on his land. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Burnham Abbey (SU 931805) 

Don Miller reports that research has shown that 
Burnham Abbey, founded in 1266, was surrounded on 
three sides by a moat fed by a stream from the north, and 
according to the Parliamentary Survey of 1649 on the 
south by a gatehouse flanked by a palisade on a bank.1 

The precinct wall was erected on the outer rim of the 
moat on the west and east, and on the north about 15m 
beyond. A length of the medieval cob wall survives on 
the east* 

The charter granting the Manor of Burnham to the Abbey 
was signed by Richard Earl of Cornwall and a number 
of important witnesses in April 1266 at his moated manor 
of Cippenham, a mile to the east;, and the community 
moved in two months later.2 

The greater part of the eastern range of the original abbey 
survives and, following renovation, has been occupied by 
a community of Anglian Augustinian Sisters since 1916 

Fig. 1 Ludwell, Hutton 

who make great efforts to maintain the buildings. The 
thirteenth-century frater and infirmary remain in a ruined 
states and Brakspear excavated the church in 1903/ 
Although not excavated the layout of the kitchen has 
recently been identified. 

Several peculiarities suggest that the moat was already 
in existence when the abbey was built: 
(a) Whilst a precinct wall was standard, and especially 

necmary for a community of nuns, it was very 
unusual for an abbey to have a moat. 

(b) Contrary to the usual practice the church was built 
on the south and the frater, kitchen and reredorter 
on the north, thereby enabling the moat to be used 
as a drain, 

(c) In order that the kitchen and reredorter could span 
the moat it was necessary that they should be set at 
an angle to the other buildings. 

(d) The fact that the community could move in within 
two months implies that there was already suitable 
accommodation available on the site. 

In 1204 the Manor of Burnham, in the extreme south 
of the parish and some distance from the village, was 
divided between two sisters, one part becoming the 
Manor of Huntercombe and the other later alienated 
to Richard Earl of Cornwall who gave it to the 
Abbey. The demesne lands of the two manors were 
scattered over the nearby area adjacent to each other. 
Thus if Burnham Manor House stood on the Abbey 
site, the presence of Huntercombe Manor(without 
a moat) situated adjacent on the north is explained.4 

It seems highly probable that the moat associated 
with the Burnham Manor House existed by the 
middle of the thirteenth century. 

References. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Documentary research and fieldwork undertaken in 
Gloucestershire by R. Newman has revealed the site of 
a moat within Upleadon parish at SO 759 263. This 
moat was cartographically depicted in 1699 when it 
contained a house known as Wheeler's Court7. The 
property already appears to have been abandoned as the 
site was described as an orchard belonging to nearby 
Middletown Farm. By 1840, the site would seem to have 
been ploughed out2 and now only a slight, inverted saucer-
shaped depression, 75m by 60m, remains to indicate the 
former presence of the moat. 

References 

1 Gloucestershire Record Office D6/P1 
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HEREFORD AND WORCESTERSHIRE 

Bruce Watson reports that in 1987 field-walking of the 
north slope of Bredon Hill, Little Comberton Parish 
(SO 973 415), located evidence of twelfth- to fourteenth-
century occupation. The extent of the surface distribution 
of finds indicates the presence of several farmsteads (built 
on terraces?). There is not enough flat land on this part 
of the hillside for there to have been any large settlement. 
There is also evidence of Romano-British occupation 
within the same area. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Several earthwork surveys were carried out under the 
North Herts, Museums Archaeological Project by 
members of an M.S.C. Community Programme team 
supervised by David Hillelson, under the overall direction 
of Gilbert Burleigh, who has sent this report. 

Ashwell, Love's Farm (TL 252402) 
In December 1985, the earthworks of this medieval 
moated site were surveyed and planned. In addition, a 
resistivity survey was conducted on the northern moated 

Fig.2 Love's Farm> Ashwell 

island with excellent results (see Fig, 2). This field seems 
to contain a double-moat with the northern half well 
preserved, but with the southern moat partly filled-in and 
disturbed. A third moated enclosure lies to the west across 
Love Lane, around Ashwell End Farm. The moated 
island still contains an occupied sixteenth-century timber-
framed house. The moat surveyed is reputed to be the 
site of the chapel of the "lost" hamlet of Glytton> and 
unpublished excavations here in 1911 produced carved 
masonry and stained glass. 

Graveley Hall Farm (TL 233281) 
The earthworks lying north-west of the present farm 
buildings and medieval church were surveyed in 
November, 1986 (Fig. 3). There are two surviving ditched 

Fig. 3 Graveley Hall Farm 

and banked enclosures containing probable building 
platforms. To the north and south lie holloways5 while 
the earthworks have been partly quarried away on the 
south-east. Immediately to the south-west of the 
enclosures is a spring seasonally feeding a double stream-
bed which, however, runs out before reaching the 
southern holloway. Graveley Hall Farmhouse is perhaps 
sixteenth century, and there are seventeenth-eighteenth 
century barns attached. The earthworks probably 
represent the remains of a medieval farmstead, perhaps 
manorial. 

Willian Village (Fig. 4) 
Documentary research has shown that the road 
represented by the holloway (TL 224308), reported in 
the MVRG Report 33, was legally closed in 1822 (not 
1825). The buildings in the crofts to the north of the 
holloway were extant in 1839 but gone by the 1860s. 
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Fig. 4 Willian, Herts 

The results of the resistivity survey in Braie's Croft 
(TL227306), also mentioned in Report 33, were 
inconclusive, for various reasons. The plan therefore relies 
on information from the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 series 
which was surveyed before the earthworks were filled-in 
in about 1973* 

In December, 1986, further fragmentary earthworks were 
surveyed at the east end of the village on Norman's Farm. 
The rear of a number of crofts survived, bounded to the 
south by a headland with traces of ridge-and-furrow on 
its south side. North of the headland a number of possible 
building platforms are visible, but unfortunately the area 
to the north was lost to road widening in the mid-1960s. 
No buildings are indicated in this area, or in Bray's Croft, 
on the 1839 Tithe Map. 

Documentary evidence shows that Braie's Manor 
belonged to Biggin Priory in Hitchin during the fifteenth 
century, and was leased to Richard Yerdeley, in 1521, 
together with a messuage called 'le Pounde house'. After 
the Dissolution it was granted with *le Pound house' to 
John Cook in 1545. 

In November 1986, under the Chairmanship of Mr 
Arthur Jones, the Herts Archaeological Council - Moated 
Sites Research Group was set up* Teams were formed, 
sites allocated and the work of updating the County 
Archaeological Record progressed steadily throughout 
1987. Because of the heavy concentration of sites in the 
north of the county (Odsey Hundred) it was decided to 
commence our surveys here, but some research is also 
being undertaken, on a limited scale, in South Herts. 

At the present time record cards for moats already 
researched are only in draft form but should be available 
for reference by the end of 1988. The contact for this 
Group is via the secretary, Mrs Brenda Burr, 27 Hyburn 
Close, Bricket Wood, St Albans, Herts AL2 3QX. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Burton Lazars 

The Burton Lazars Research Group, a group of six 
researchers from the Melton Mowbray district, under the 
guidance of Dr.David Marcombe from Nottingham 
University (Centre for Local History), have been studying 
the history of the preceptory of the Knights of St, Lazarus 
at Burton Lazars, Leicestershire (SK765 169). Since 1983, 
the research programme has been adapted, both from a 
necessary widening of the field of study and from the 
development of new skills within the Group. 

The research now includes the role of the Order of St. 
Lazarus in the care of lepers and its origins in the Holy 
Land; the distribution of daughter houses in England and 
Scotland; the changing relationship of the Order to its 
brothers on the Continent and to Rome; and the social 
and economic organisation of the Knights at local level 
Most of this work has been gained from documentary 
evidence which has also led to a broader study of the 
parish of Burton Lazars and the landholdings of the 
hospital, the latter being especially relevant to the changes 
which must have occurred in the mid-fourteenth century 
when the occurrence of leprosy was decreasing and the 
priorities of the Order, both spiritual and economic, were 
changing accordingly. 
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To complement these studies, detailed maps of the 
hospital, together with the Grange and a mill site in 
Burton (the latter being mentioned in an early grant to 
the hospital by Roger de Mowbray) are being compiled 
with the assistance of A.E.Brown (Dept. Adult Ed., Univ. 
of Leics.). An assessment of aerial photographs and the 
documentary evidence, including post-dissolution data, 
will eventually help the Group to interpret the maps and 
recreate the changes in the surrounding landscape during 
the life of the hospital. 

The vast accumulation of material is still being assessed, 
but the first result has been the publication of the 
Cartulary of Burton Hospital, translated and transcribed 
from a copy of the Latin document held in the British 
Library. This document, in fact, formed the initial basis 
for our wider studies. Several more publications are in 
hand, with a larger book covering most of the work within 
the next three years. 

The Group would like to acknowledge Mr. A.E.Brown 
for his valuable time and assistance to the Group in the 
field recording and map production of the deserted sites 
in Burton Lazars and also in the detailed parish studies. 

References 

1 Burton La^ars Cartulary, B.L. Cotton Mss. Nero C.12. 

2 The Burton Lazars Cartulary: A Medieval Leicestershire Estate. 1987, 
The Burton Lazars Research Group - (Eds) T. Bourne & 
D.Marcombe. Centre for Local History, Rec, Ser. No. 6, Dept. 
Adult Education, Univ. Nottm. 

The Framland Research Group, consisting of fifteen 
members living in Melton Mowbray and the surrounding 
villages, was initiated in 1987 by Nottingham University 
and the Melton Mowbray branch of the WEA with a 
course on Anglo-Saxon and Viking settlement in north
east Leicestershire, led by Jill Bourne of the Department 
of Continuing Education (University of Nottingham). 
Despite the sparsity of documentary sources, including 
the lack of detailed information in the Leicestershire 
Domesday Book, alternative sources of information are 
proving fruitful, especially with the specialised local 
knowledge and skills available Within the Group. 

The archaeological records, including early church history 
and details of deserted settlements, together with field 
investigations of parish boundaries and problematic areas 
(as they are identified) have proved valuable. These have 
been incorporated into a statistical analysis of the 
Domesday records and an intense computer analysis of 
place-name and field-name elements which will eventually 
be plotted and overlain for more detailed comparison. 

These various sources of data are being compared with 
the geological variations within the region, soil types and 
their probable uses, and the topography and water supply, 
in an attempt to establish the pattern of the early Anglo-
Saxon villages, the landscape, and sites of Danish 
settlement. Melton Mowbray (an important market town 
at the time of the Domesday Survey) already appears to 
conform to the pattern observed for other similar solar 
places in Leicestershire (from a comparison of evidence 

from studies of the history, function, archaeology, geology 
and topography), for example, Great Glen, Shepshed and 
Market Bosworth. When more work is completed on the 
surrounding villages, with the identification of larger 
(multiple) estates, different patterns may be identified for 
the smaller "central places" as opposed to the daughter 
settlements within the estates. 

A publication is expected within the next two years based 
mainly on the Framland Wapentake, but, inevitably, 
involving adjacent parts of the surrounding Wapentakes 
in Leicestershire and the bordering parishes within 
Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Rutland. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

R.F. Hartley reports that earthwork surveys have been 
carried out on the following sites: 

Village earthworks at Congerstone (SK366054), Hoton 
(SK575225), Naneby (SK434025), Wanlip (SK602110), 
Prestgrave (SP828932), Stanton-under-Burdon 
(SK464110), Glen Parva (SP576981), Aston Flamville 
(SP463926), Lindley (SP365957), and Ratcliffe-on-the-
Wreake(SK631143). 

Moated sites at Bagworth Park (SK435087), and 
Lindridge (SK470046). 

Fish ponds at Market Bosworth (SK407034), Bullock 
Hall Barn (Desford) (SK489032), and Wymondham 
(SK847181). Attention was drawn to these sites by Mr 
Peter Foss, Mrs Jean Rawstron and Mr Trevor Hickman 
respectively. 

Mr S. Woodward has surveyed a previously unsuspected 
moated site at Lea Wood, Ulverscroft (SK506116). 

A report The Medieval Earthworks of North-East 
Leicestershire has been published by Leicestershire 
Museums Service. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

A moated site (SK 8813 8193) at Stow in West Lindsey 
is reported on by P. Everson, R. Wilson-North and W.D. 
Cocroft of the Royal Commission on the Historical 
Monuments of England's office at Keele University. 

The great late-Saxon and Romanesque church of St 
Mary's at Stow' stands out in the flat clay vale north
west of Lincoln, that extends between the Jurassic 
limestone escarpment on the east and the River Trent 
to the west. In the south-west of Stow parish a large 
quadrangular moat marks one of the principal and most 
favoured residences of the medieval Bishops of Lincoln 
at Stow Park, and that whole south-western part of the 
parish was occupied by the hunting park, extending to 
275 hectares, that was associated with the residence. Both 
the park and the residence have been recorded by earlier 
RCHME survey.2 

A second moat is marked on Ordnance Survey basic scale 
sheets within the village of Stow, lying south-west of St 
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Mary's church and within 50m of it. No more detailed 
investigation has previously been undertaken of the site 
than that required to depict it for the purposes of 
topographical mapping and to designate it a moat. It did 
not form one of the earthwork sites chosen for detailed 
investigation in RCHME's selective inventory of this 
area. The present survey and assessment of the site was 
made in July 1987, by field staff of RCHME's Keele 
office as a result of a request from HBMC for information 
about the nature, form and extent of the site. The original 
field plan was made at 1:1000 scale, using metrical control 
based on an EDM co-ordinated framework and completed 
with RK1 self-reducing alidade and graphic depiction. 
The very overgrown state of the site at the time of the 
survey limited more than usually the fineness of field 
observation that was possible. 

The manor of Stow was held by the Bishop of Lincoln 
in 1086 and throughout the Middle Ages until alienated 
by Bishop Holbeach in the reign of Edward VI.5 Certainly 
by the later twelfth century, the palatial site at Stow Park 
(SK 867809), associated with the bishop's hunting park 
in this parish, was established as a much-used place of 

retreat, entertainment and centre of episcopal 
administration. It was probably that site that was the 
subject of the licence to crenellate granted to Bishop 
Burghesh in 1336/ Whether there was a further local 
manorial centre or residence within the village is unclear. 
Antiquarian speculation, in assuming that the L-shaped 
moat is the surviving remains of a quadrangular moated 
enclosure, seems to presume so, and even further that the 
site was the location of the short-lived Benedictine abbey 
created at the end of the eleventh century by Bishop 
Remigius/ 

What is certain is that by the beginning of the seventeenth 
century (and perhaps from the 1550s) the site was 
occupied as the residence, known as Stow Hall, of a cadet 
branch of the Burgh family/ This may represent a 
continuation of interest in Stow by the Burghs, earlier 
evidenced by Thomas Burgh's position as chief seneschal 
in the 1530s.7 Following the death of the last male heir 
in 1659, the Burghs were succeeded at Stow Hall through 
marriage of a co-heiress by the Tathwell family, who were 
in their turn evidently resident until another failure of 
the male line in the mid-eighteenth century/ 
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Fig. 5 The Moated Site, Stow 
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Manor Farm (until recently 'Old Hall*) is basically the 
south wing ofa Fen Artisan Mannerist house of red brick, 
presumably dating from the latter years of the Protectorate 
or the early Restoration, i.e. c 1660.9 A limestone block 
bearing the initials 'E.B.' (presumably Edward Burgh, 
who, following the death of three brothers in 1627 in the 
Duke of Buckingham's Expeditions, succeeded to the 
property on his mother's death in 1632) and the date 
'1633', re-used inverted in the south-east quoin, may 
indicate the date of an earlier building. The house was 
reduced at least by removal of an east wing and adapted 
to a farmhouse in the nineteenth century. Armstrong's 
county map of 1776-8 depicts a residence with tree-
planted setting, but from the early nineteenth century it 
is not especially differentiated in mapping. The site has 
the field name Old Moat in 1838. 

The moated site (Fig, 5) lies on level ground on Lower 
Lias clay and limestone at 17.6m above OD. The 
principal earthwork feature is an L-shaped water-filled 
moat, lying in paddocks and gardens east of Manor Farm. 
It consists ofa long arm lying east-west and 85m in length 
with a turn north into an arm 35m in length. The angle 
between them is not 90 but approximately 105 degrees. 

Many of the details that might formerly have been 
recovered from the site are obscured by recent and current 
land use. To the west, the farm buildings of Manor Farm 
cover a large area, beyond which the land is in arable 
cultivation. The interior of the moat has been disturbed 
by market gardening and cultivation. The line of the moat 
has in the past been formally planted with elms, many 
of which are now fallen or felled, and has now been 
engulfed in dense scrub. 

The east-west arm of the moat is cut some 1.5m into the 
general ground surface with notably steep sides, and 
measures 8m from lip to lip. It has a pronounced inner 
bank 1.2m in height, that has been badly pulled by 
grading at its west end and less disturbed by the 
cultivation in the interior further east. Apart from a 
secondary hedge bank along it, it is generally flat-topped, 
although disturbed. There is a corresponding outer bank, 
somewhat smaller (0.6m high) but with a sharp profile, 
and it, too, is topped by a hedge bank at its west end. 
The west end of this arm, beyond the banking, opens out 
into an elongated knob, now rather amorphous and not 
completely waterfilled, but depicted on the Tithe Award 
map in 1838 as & deliberate and well-formed terminal. 

The north-south arm of the moat is of similar dimensions, 
but there is no surviving outer bank and only fragmentary 
and uncertain traces of an inner bank could be found (not 
planned). The feature stops short at the east-west hedge 
boundary with Church End Farm to the north. Only a 
slight dip in the farm track and a slight scarp in the farm 
garden to the north might conceivably represent the 
former continuation of the moat, but no trace at all exists 
of a turn, a north arm or a west arm. 

The two arms are wet throughout, evidently fed by 
ground water. The irregular east-west boundary against 
which the moat terminates looks like a water course, and 
indeed further west picks up water and carries it through 
two irregular ponds lying north of Manor Farm to drain 

away downslope northwards along the hedgeline. The 
present steep-sided form of the moat may result from 
recutting through dredging; perhaps this was related to 
the formal tree-planting along its lip. 

In a mature orchard to the north-west (at 'a' on plan) are 
the partial and very battered remains of a rectangular 
platform. It is defined by a north-south scarp or bank, 
with a pronounced secondary north-south bank along it, 
possibly a hedge bank (a field boundary is shown on this 
line in 1838), and by a degraded east-west scarp ('b' on 
plan, 30m long and 0.3m in height) in the adjacent field. 
Within this, and lying in sympathy with it, is a small 
rectangular platform standing 0.4m high although now 
much smoothed, with sides of approximately 16m and 
10m. It is best defined by a broad dip on its east and south 
sides, that is truncated on the west by the south-east/north
west hedgeline and drainage channel, whose sinuous kicks 
may nevertheless reflect the platform's form. Beyond the 
platform to the north-east, a broad low east-west bank 
traced for 23m is possibly no more than a headland for 
north-south ridge-and-furrow, traces of which (though 
unplannable) were visible to the north. 

This group of features at V cannot be related directly 
to the moat. If anything, in orientation they lie on the 
alignment of the plan of the Old Hall and might have 
formed part of its settings though their fragmentary extent 
and degraded state does not allow confidence in this. The 
moat, too, bears some features suggesting an ornamental 
use or re-use, and especially the flat-topped internal bank 
along the south arm resembling a raised walk and its 
bulbous western terminal. Its north-south arm, too, lies 
in sympathy with the house's orientation. 

The most likely interpretation of the visible field remains, 
therefore, is that they are ornamental and in their present 
form of post-medieval date. Whether this was remodelling 
an earlier feature is now unclear. Certainly there is now 
no field evidence for there ever having been further arms 
to create the full moated enclosure inferred by previous 
commentators. 

Such an assessment of the earthworks does not, of course, 
discount the possibility that the site itself was important 
in the medieval and even early medieval period. Its close 
proximity to St Mary's Church might suggest that; the 
likelihood that a watercourse if not at, then at least near, 
its source passed through the site, the traditional 
association with the eleventh-century monastery, and its 
emergence as the principal residence and mansion house 
in the village add some colour to it. 
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NORFOLK 

Alan Davison has completed a fieldwalking and 
documentary survey of Heckingham (TM 384 988). The 
parish is centred around the low valley of a small stream 
draining north to the Chet. A smaller stream also draining 
to the Chet occupies a valley in the north-east corner of 
Heckingham. 

There is scattered evidence of early activity ranging from 
the Mesolithic period to the Iron Age. There are two 
Romano-British settlements on higher ground, one on 
either side of the main valley mouth. A pair of minor 
settlement points lie on opposite sides of the valley further 
to the south. 

Early-Saxon settlement was slight being confined to one 
or, possibly, two small areas on or near the minor 
Romano-British sites. In middle-Saxon times the focus 
of settlement returned to the east side of the valley mouth, 
being concentrated near the place where the Norman 
church was built. 

Dispersal began in late-Saxon and early-medieval times. 
The lowest portion of the main valley floor was then 
colonised. A Domesday manor lay on a higher site within 
the valley. Subsequently, in later-medieval times, shift 
from the valley floor began and a new site on higher 
ground to the west of the valley near Hill Farm became 
prominent. Late Medieval and early-post-medieval times 
saw an apparent collapse of activity, only the western 
centre retaining any notable vigour, though the manor 
site remained occupied. 

Seventeenth-century documentation shows that, in 
addition to the manorial house and farm, there were 
scattered farmsteads. It also suggests that the minor valley 
in the north-east may have been occupied in medieval 

times; it is now sealed beneath woods and pastures. 

A detailed account of the evidence from Heckingham is 
to be published in a forthcoming volume of East Anglian 
Archaeology together with the work completed in Hales 
and Loddon by the Hales Hall Archaeological Trust as 
a study of settlement in three parishes in south-east 
Norfolk. Alayne Fenner has completed documentary work 
on Hales and Loddon for this study. As a result tentative 
suggestions can be made for the locations of two 
unidentified Domesday vills in the Clavering hundred: 

Iarp(e)stuna or Ierp(e)stune. The main entry in Domesday 
is associated with Stockton but there are two smaller ones 
(Brown, 1, 239; 31, 14; 35, 18). Thirteenth-century 
documentary evidence suggests that it may well have lain 
in the north-west corner of Stocktpn parish (TM 386 
942). Blomefield (1775, V, 1108) cites a reference to 
Yerpeston in 1240-41. 

Southwood. In Domesday there are two entries which 
concern a vill in Clavering hundred called Sudwda 
(Brown, 12,45; 31, 11). It has been associated by editors 
with Southwood (Sutuude or Suthuide) in Blofield 
hundred, now a decayed village with a ruined church at 
TG 395 054. There is thirteenth-century documentary 
evidence for land and a house in Southwood and a 
Southwood Green between Hales (TM 380 960) and 
Raveningham (TM396 963) where there was also a 
wood called Southwood. This supports the existence of 
a place called Southwood in Clavering hundred and a 
location somewhere near Hales and Raveningham. It is 
significant that early-medieval pottery was found with 
medieval and early post-medieval sherds at sites thought 
to be on the fringes of a probable common on the 
boundary between Hales and Raveningham (MVRG 
Annual Report 1982, 9). 
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Alan Davison has also begun fieldwalking the former 
parish of Illington (TL 947 900), now part of the civil 
parish of Wretham (TL 920 900). It is a tiny shrunken 
settlement on the southern side of a tributary valley of 
the Ther. Apart from two farms and farm buildings there 
are a few cottages by a sunken lane leading north
westwards to the marshy valley floor. The church of 
St.Andrew is a short distance away at the eastern end of 
the settlement. 

The earliest reference to Illington is in a will of 942-577. 
There is an early-Saxon cemetery on higher ground to 
the south-east of the church. Finds made suggest that the 
church, which has some Norman features, stood at the 
eastern end of an area of late-Saxon occupation. In 
medieval times the main occupation area drifted a little 
to the north-west. Medieval settlement was also 
established along the edge of the marsh well to the north
east of the church and also along the sunken lane where 
there was a moated site now levelled. A Romano-British 
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site on the edge of the marsh partly underlies a section 
of the medieval occupation. 

It is hoped to cover the whole former parish in successive 
seasons and to examine the documentary evidence. 

The vill of Canon in the hundred of Blofield was 
described in Domesday as an outlier of Postwick (TG 
296 078)2. A collection of notes and correspondence 
arising from the publication of Bryant's Norfolk 
Churches3, in the library of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Archaeological Society, Garsett House, Norwich, contains 
two letters, one from Mr. F. Johnson, which refers to 
court rolls of Strumpshaw and Braydeston (TG 356 
076 and 337 087). These mention several Catton place-
names including Catton Street, all were, apparently, in 
Strumpshaw. From the topographical evidence a location 
at about TG 345 058 was suggested. 

The area now known as Snarehill forms the western 
section of the civil parish of Brettenham (TL 930 835). 
Within it lie the sites of the Domesday vills ofSnareshella 
and Alia Snarshella4. According to BlomefiekL5, writing 
in c.1739, 'the part on which the lodge stands was Little 
SnarehilF. The site (TL 882 829) suggested by Allison5 

and others appears to be that of a porter's lodge to 
Snarehill Hall. The lodge to which Blomefield referred 
was probably that shown on a manuscript map of T. 
Martin (c.1740) and on Faden's Map of Norfolk (1797). 
This was a warren lodge which stood at about TL 886 
817. This is relatively close to a site to the south-west 
recorded by Clarke where ploughing revealed the 
remains of a building which he suggested, tentatively, may 
have been a church. 

The church at Great Snarehill (TL 893 835), in use 
in 1368 but said by Blomefield to have been ruined in 
the time of Edward III, appears to have remained in use 
in the early sixteenth century. The Register of Thetford 
Priory shows that work was carried out there in 1498-99, 
1522-23 and 1525-26*. 
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OXFORDSHIRE 

Towards the end of 1986, an earthwork was discovered 
after clearance of trees and dense undergrowth from a plot 
of land situated on the site of Lower Brookend Farm, in 
the parish of Chastleton, Oxfordshire. The tree fellers 
recognised the feature's possible archaeological 
significance and reported their find to the County 
Archaeological Officer for Gloucestershire (J. Wills) in 
the mistaken belief that they were working in that county. 
As subsequent replanting of trees was planned, a survey 
of the earthwork was undertaken in December 1986 and 
January 1987 by the Crickley Hill Archaeological Trust 
(Mobile Field Team), with the kind permission of the then 
landowner, Mr. J. Kirk. The resulting contour survey 
was obtained by levelling the site at one metre intervals 
over an area of 0.78ha (1.93 acres) (Figs. 6a & 6b). 

Lower Brook End Farm (site of) 
imit of survey 
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Fig. 6a Lower Brookend Farm, Chastleton 
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PROFILES 1 - 4 

Bank - i30mA.o.D. 

4 D i t c h o 10 metres 

Fig. 6b Lower Brookend Farm, Chastleton: profiles 

The earthwork runs from a southerly point at SP2308 
3090, in a north-easterly direction as far as SP2299 3072. 
Along most of its length, it takes the form of a substantial 
linear bank, 206m long and up to 15m broad. In profile 
the bank has rounded^ gently sloping sides and a flattish 
top. For most of its length the bank is just over 2m high, 
but as the surrounding ground level rises towards the 
north, the bank appears to reduce to no more than 0.80m 
in height at the northern end. The bank's top is in fact 
at a fairly constant level (around 130m above ordnance 
datum) for most of its length, but reduces in height 
slightly at its southern end. The shape of the earthwork 
may be characterised as an elongated, reversed S, with 
the terminals deviating from the alignment. In the north, 
the terminal curves to the west until it abuts a water 
drainage ditch. The southern terminal runs slightly east 
of the bank's line and ends abruptly against a farm track 
set at right angles to it. Despite the abrupt termination, 
the surrounding topography does not suggest that the 
earthwork extended further south than it does at present. 

The earthwork runs parallel to, and approximately 8m 
east of a small scarp. The lip of the scarp forms the 
enclosure's western boundary and hugs the 130m contour. 
The scarp falls a maximum of 3.50m, its fall accentuated 
as it forms also the western bank of a water drainage ditch 
running along the scarp's foot. 

The water drainage ditch is one of a series of similar 
features which drain water issuing from springs near 
Little Compton away to the east. The ditch running 
between the earthwork and the scarp runs parallel to a 
second ditch, and the two are connected by lateral 
branches at intervals. This system is almost certainly man-
made and without it the flood plain on which the 
earthwork sits would be continually boggy. Just south of 
the earthwork, the stream flows into a small pond and 
then exits from this to join the River Evenlode some 
1,4km to the west. Apart from the water drainage ditch, 
there is no obvious quarry for the bank's construction; 
the distance of the bank from the ditch is not suggestive 
of the bank being merely a dump of spoil from the ditch's 
construction or cleaning. It is not possible to determine 
whether or not the ditch and bank are contemporary. 

The earthwork may with some confidence be interpreted 
as a bank retaining the eastern side of a narrow fishpond, 
the construction of which has utilised the opposing 
natural scarp edge to form its western bank. To function 
in this way, all that would be necessary would be a dam 
(and perhaps a sluice7) at the earthwork's southern end. 
This would explain why bank and scarp are set close 
together here, 

There is no evidence to date the pond's construction, 
although its form might indicate a later medieval date 
(pers. comm. R.A.Chambers, Oxford Archaeological 
Unit). The pond was certainly out of use by c.1800. The 
easily recognisable form of its surrounding enclosure 
appears on the Chastleton Tithe Map of 1842 (plot 42). 
The accompanying schedule names the enclosure 
"coppice" and gives its state of cultivation as wood. The 
size of the trees growing on the bank in 1986 may indicate 
that they were planted at, or before this time. 

If the function and construction date of the earthwork 
have been correctly diagnosed above, some speculation 
about the pond's relationship with the (now deserted) 
medieval village of Brookend may be admissable. 
Brookend (which lay approximately 1km east of the pond 
at SP240310) declined during the period 1350-1450 after 
which settlement shifted in pattern towards isolated 
farmsteads of which Lower Brookend is one example2. 
The construction of a fishpond away from Brookend may 
be an expression of a shift in agricultural practice. Lloyd's 
study of the medieval economy at Brookend5 suggests that 
by the beginning of the fifteenth century arable farming 
was in retreat and pastoral activities were replacing it. 
Fish rearing could indicate the need to search for newer 
and more profitable food resources in the Brookend area. 
One problem unresolved is the relationship of the 
fishpond to Lower Brookend Farm. Circumstantially, the 
evidence might lead to the conclusion that the farm is 
a feature contemporary with the pond. There is, however, 
no evidence to support this conclusion: no material earlier 
than the nineteenth century was recovered when heaps 
of demolition were walked in January 1987, and no part 
of the structure survived. 
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RUTLAND 

R,F, Hartley reports that village earthworks at Barrow 
(SK890 152) have been surveyed, as have the fish ponds 
and mill site at Dog Kennel Spinney, Oakham (SK873 
090) which were located by Mrs EX, Jones. 

The deposition on loan at Leicestershire Record Office 
of the large collection of archives from Exton Hall should 
aid future study of the history of central Rutland. 
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Amongst the wealth of documents currently being 
conserved are two strip-field maps of 1730 showing in 
great detail the parishes of Exton4 Whitwell, 
Cottesmore and Barrow, It will be some time before 
these fragile maps will be safely conserved, but a first look 
has already revealed some new field-name evidence about 
the deserted village site of Wenton, in the parish of 
Cottesmore (SK888 141) (Figs 7 and 8). 

Fig. 7 Fields called Wenton, 1730 

Fig. 8 Wenton field names, 1730 

WILTSHIRE 

During 1987 the Wiltshire Rescue Archaeology Project, 
an M.S.C.funded unit based at Chippenham Technical 
College, began a programme of earthwork survey in the 
Vale of Pewsey on behalf of the County Archaeological 
Field Officer. Today much of the vale, which lies between 
the Marlborough Downs to the north and Salisbury Plain 
to the south, is given over to arable but significant areas 
of old grassland still survive in and around the settlements 
and alongside many of the watercourses. It is in these areas 
that the earthworks are located and it is probably true 
to say that the majority of settlements possess evidence 
of former settlement situated on the grassland. Despite 
the excellent preservation of many of the sites nearly all 
lack any form of protection, the only exception being the 
scheduled site of Etchilhampton (SU 052 602) which 
was surveyed by the team. Other sites surveyed in 1987 
included the sites of Rushall (SU 125 563), Easton (SU 
048 645) and the earthworks in and around the villages 
of Alton Priors and Alton Barnes (SU 108 621). 
Preliminary analysis of the results from these sites would 

seem to suggest that all the processes recognised as 
occurring within medieval rural settlements, such as 
shrinkage and abandonment, can be demonstrated in the 
Vale of Pewsey 
Numerous other sites have been identified in the vale as 
being worthy of survey and the programme will continue 
to carry out work on these, in many cases, unrecorded 
sites. 

The following two small settlements adjoin the River 
Avon near Chippenham, Fieldwork was undertaken by 
Pam Slocombe and documentary research by Robin and 
Barbara Harvey. 

Bewley in Lacock parish (ST 927 686) is a hamlet with 
a village green on a terrace east of the River Avon. The 
earliest occurrences of the name Bewley are in 1257 and 
then in about 1280 when the land of the Lord of 
Lackham*s men of Bewley is mentioned. 

There are some possible indistinct house platforms on 
the west side of the green between Bewley Court and a 
farm to the north (these being the only remaining 
buildings near the green). The platforms may be 
associated with the three adjoining crofts surrounded by 
a ditch mentioned in a series of leases between 1329 and 
1409 and still shown on an estate map of 1764, In the 
late-fourteenth century there was another tenement east 
of Bewley Court. Documentary evidence shows that 
Bewley Court was altered in the 1390s when it became 
an important manor house in its own right. The older 
part of the house (now gone) probably dated from the early 
fourteenth century. The ditch around the crofts may also 
have surrounded Bewley Court. The stream forming the 
south-eastern boundary of the green is diverted around 
the house and may mark the line of a small moat or ditch. 
It has been suggested that a swampy area west of the 
house is the remnant of a former fishpond. 

Most of the land between the settlement and the Avon 
seems to have been enclosed meadow from an early date. 
The position of the arable land is unknown but there are 
traces of possible lynchers on the hillside above the green. 
Common land attached to the settlement is situated to 
the south-east beside the road known as Bowden Hill, A 
possible hollow way across the field west of Bewley Court 
aligns with the funnel-shaped east part of the green 
suggesting a possible crossroads at the site. 

Peckingell in Langley Burrell Without (ST 936 747) 
is a site bordering the River Avon on fairly low ground. 
The name first appears in a grant of land of 940 as 
Peginhulk. It was then already cultivated. Until the late-
nineteenth century the hamlet was a detached portion of 
120 acres of Langley tithing in Kington St Michael 
parish and for most of its history it seems to have consisted 
of two farms and one or two mills. 

The farms became known this century as Upper and 
Lower Peckingell Farms. The mills are now gone but the 
leat remains. The mill site was in existence by 1189 when 
half of it was given at the foundation of Stanley Abbey. 
In 1223 Glastonbury Abbey obtained a croft called 
Penycroft between the crofts of John the miller and Walter 
de la Yate. A field name and other evidence suggests that 
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Penycroft is Upper Peckingell and that John the miller 
held Lower Peckingell which included the other half of 
Stanley Abbey's mill. There were two separate mill 
buildings by 1656. At some point they had become fulling 
mills: a right to set up fullers* racks is mentioned, 

Peckingell Mead, providing rich grazing beside the Avon 
was already so named in 1225. The subsidy roll of 1333 
shows three taxpayers at Peckingell, some of the highest 
in Kington St Michael. Lower Peckingell Farm is a cruck 
building. 
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W A L E S 

CLWYD 

Andre Berry reports that a new medieval moated site 
(Fig. 9) came to light through the advisory work of the 
Coed Cymru campaign, an initiative to promote the use, 
protection and enhancement of broadleaved woodland 
throughout Wales, which has officers working through 
the county councils and national park authorities. 

It is contained within a 2.3 ha (5.62 acres) broadleaved 
woodland adjacent to the A55 near the village of Pentre 
Halkyn, Clwyd. 
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Fig. 9 Hafod Farm, Pentree Halkyn 

The earthworks themselves occupy a total area of 0.45 
ha (1.11 acres) the intact, complete moat enclosing a more 
or less square raised central mound of 0.024 ha (0.06 acre) 
in extent. Adjoining the moat to the south-west is a 
strongly-banked fishpond. A broad platform and variation 
in the depth of the moat also at the south-west corner 
appear to indicate the point of access to the central 
mound. 

Soils across the woodland are of the Brickfield Two series 
and being prone to impeded drainage and seasonal 
waterlogging have provided the conditions to maintain 
the water level within the moat through natural seepage. 
Today the silted moat only contains standing water during 
the wettest months of the year, its level being controlled 
by a glazed ceramic overspill situated in the north-east 
corner and connected to a land drain" running into issues 
to the south of the site. This was apparently installed in 
the mid-nineteenth century at or about the time of 
construction of the nearby Hafod (the once-model farm 
of the Duke of Westminster). 

Depressions in the enclosing bank of the fishpond to the 
south-west and east suggest that water-levels here may 
have been maintained by a leet taken from the southern 
issues. No evidence to support this could be found, 
however. 

The woodland within which the site is contained is of 
relatively recent origins, that part directly over the site 
being a late-eighteenth-century plantation of sycamore and 
silver birch. The adjacent area of ash, alder and dense 
blackthorn scrub is clearly shown as pasture on the 1840 
tithe map and has arisen through the natural colonisation 
of the neglected grazing. 

The site is in an excellent state of preservation. Though 
unrestricted grazing by horses and cattle has resulted in 
some minor damage to the earthworks, their presence has 
been instrumental in preventing the development of a 
shrub understorey which would be to the greater 
detriment in archaeological terms. It is currently being 
scheduled as an ancient monument by CADW. 

Thanks are due to Mr. Garry Davies for his help in 
mapping and to Mr. John Manley, Clwyd County 
Council Archaeologist for his invaluable assistance 
throughout. 

GLAMORGAN 

Fieldwork undertaken by R. Newman for the Glamorgan-
Gwent Archaeological Trust has revealed two probable 
medieval sites (Figs. 10 & 11). To the east of Cogbridge 
at ST 1667 6929 a deserted farmstead bisected by an 
embanked sewer pipe was surveyed. Only a few surface 
finds of post-medieval date were noted. About 800m to 
the south of the deserted village of Cosmeston a 
shrunken site has been surveyed at Sutton Farm (ST 1793 
6825). Documentary evidence clearly indicates that there 
was more than one dwelling at this site during the 
seventeenth century and it seems likely that it was a small 
hamlet of Cosmeston during the medieval period. It is 
intended to publish these sites as part of the final 
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Fig. 10 Farmstead earthworks near Cog Bridge, South 
Glamorgan 

AVON 

Cleeve (ST 451650) 

M. Ponsford reports that work continued on defining the 
timber building, The daub-filled pit was found to be part 
of the floor debris of the structure showing that the end 
wall was further east than thought in 1986. Large 
quantities of finds, particularly pottery, were spread over 
the east end, A corner of a further posthole building, 
possibly cut by the main structure, was found to the 
south. Other postholes in the area are probably for fences 
since there were no levelled areas or floors. The west end 
was defined as a stoney strip with the drain found in 1986 
curving round and alongside it. The floor material 
consisted of red Triassic clay and charcoal. Set in this 
was a shallow rectangular feature partially stone-edged. 
Excavation of the main building will continue in 1988. 

CUMBRIA 

A project of survey and analysis of farm sites is being 
linked to the opencast coal extraction programme at 
Keekle in West Cumbria, in order to discover a little 
more of the origin and growth of dispersed settlement in 
the north-west* The project is being undertaken by the 
Cumbria and Lancashire Archaeological Unit and 

Fig. 11 Earthworks at Sutton Farm, South Glamorgan 

publication of the results of the Cosmeston Medieval 
Village Project. 

Continued work by the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological 
Trust at the deserted village of Cosmeston has 
concentrated throughout 1987-8 on the investigation of 
post-medieval surfaces. These have included a cottage that 
was still standing in the nineteenth century. The 
rebuilding programme has involved the completion of a 
kilnhouse and a peasant status domestic building. 

financed by a grant from the British Coal Opencast 
Executive. In March 1987 the farm at High Wreah (NY 
005173) was surveyed and recorded prior to demolition. 
Plans were drawn of the farm complex at 1:500 and also 
of the ground floor, first floor and section through the 
farmhouse at 1:50. Advice on the structural history of the 
building was provided by the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments. The house had two main phases; 
the earliest part was a two-unit continuous-outshut type 
with a spiral staircase in a projecting, rounded turret. 
Such a type is consistent with the date of 1668, which 
is recorded on the lintel above the main entrance. The 
later phase is a nineteenth-century addition at the 
southern end of the building. 

After demolition, trial excavations were undertaken. The 
opencast programme was such that only a fortnight could 
be allowed for this excavation, so rapid survey techniques 
needed to be employed. Seven trenches, of varying length, 
were cut by machine at forty-five degrees to the axis of 
the earliest known house. Almost 500m of trench were 
examined, averaging 1.30m in width (the width of the 
machine bucket). The trenches were positioned to 
examine as much of the structures and garths as was 
possible. The mechanical excavation was watched while 
it cut the trenches and any obvious features were noted. 
In general, the trenches were dug to the surface of the 

EXCAVATIONS 
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subsoil, except across the farm house, where the floor was 
simply removed, and the rest was excavated by hand. One 
side of each trench was roughly cleaned and drawn at 
1:50, then annotated with any extra detail concerning 
either side or the base of the trench. All features cutting 
the subsoil were checked to establish their date and 
purpose. The trenches were surveyed on to the grid and 
any features in them planned at 1:100 using an EDM, 
again with the exception of the house, where plans were 
drawn at 1:20* 

Some early seventeenth-century pottery was recovered 
from the garth to the south and south-west of the house, 
but otherwise, the excavation confirmed the later 
seventeenth-century date for the foundation of the farm, 
with an expansion of farm buildings and the extension 
of the farmhouse in the nineteenth century. All buildings 
were constructed directly on to the boulder clay subsoil. 
Some probable ridge-and-furrow was excavated to the east 
and north of the house, as was a possible clay-pit and 
various enclosure boundaries. One wall constructed of 
boulders, in the western part of the site, seemed earlier 
than the general nineteenth-century remains and may 
represent an earlier farmyard boundary. The bulk of finds 
were of eighteenth to twentieth-century date. 

Rachel Newman and Jamie Quartermaine 

ESSEX 

Essex County Council's Stansted Airport Project under 
Howard Brooks has carried out the following work. 

Takeley, Bassingbourn Hall (TL 545227) 

A large semi-circular earthwork was interpreted as part 
of a possible twelfth-century circular moat, belonging to 
a manorial site. Fieldwalking revealed virtually no 
medieval material, although a scatter of brick confirmed 
the existence of a building there. Excavation showed this 
house to date to the fifteenth/sixteenth century, with 
associated ponds and drains. The 'moat' did not have any 
medieval associations and may have been a quarry ditch 
for infilling deep features after the demolition of the 
house. 

Takeley, The Wilderness 1 (TL 544225) 

Surface finds of medieval pottery (largely 
twelfth/thirteenth-century)indicated a potential 
occupation site. Pits and gullies containing pottery of a 
similar date range did not form any observable pattern, 
suggesting they were peripheral to the main focus. A 
similar pottery scatter at TL 544224 produced no 
recognisable features. 

Takeley, Round Wood (TL 543221) 

Discovered by fieldwalking, this site has produced three 
medieval timber buildings to date; one post-built, one 
trench-built and the third combining the two. A number 
of boundary ditches demarcate these buildings. A central 
concentration of pits produced finer-quality pottery than 
has been usual in the area and this, together with the 
structural evidence, suggests a higher status site. 

Takeley, Little Cooper's Cottage (TL 551235) 

The surviving moat was surveyed and limited excavation 
undertaken after the dismantling of the house for re-
erection on a different site* Finds and features were sparse 
and did not suggest occupation pre-dating the post-
medieval house. However, one feature produced 
fragments of at least two mid-Roman vessels, suggesting 
a site in the vicinity. 

HEREFORD AND WORCESTER 

R. Shoesmith reports that Kilpeck, with its unique 
collection of carvings of the Herefordshire School in the 
church, the extensive castle remains and the defended 
earthworks of a well-preserved deserted medieval village, 
presents a historic complex of national importance. 

The graveyard which surrounds the church is very small 
(less than 0.3 ac) and about 1919 it was extended 
westwards into the bailey of the castle to include a further 
0,3 ac. This extension is now almost full and for some 
years the Parochial Church Council have been attempting 
to find a further area. It is hoped to use the part of the 
bailey to the north of the present extension but, after trial 
excavations in 1982, it was appreciated that the area was 
of considerable archaeological importance and an 
alternative site north of the churchyard was chosen. 

Following a resistivity survey, the City of Hereford 
Archaeology Committee was commissioned by English 
Heritage to prepare a contour survey and excavate four 
trial trenches in this chosen area. Within the confines of 
the trial trenches it was not possible to identify 
conclusively the pre-occupation ground surface. However, 
traces of burnt timber should, if they are correctly 
interpreted as the remains of sleeper-beams, be of 
medieval date. The extent and nature of the building 
associated with these burnt timbers is not known and does 
not show on the resistivity survey. However, it is apparent 
that some, if not all of the building will be within the 
area of the proposed graveyard extension. It is anticipated 
that work will continue in 1988. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

West Cotton, Raunds (SP 976 725) 

Rescue excavation has been in progress since March 1985 
at the deserted hamlet of West Cotton, Raunds as part 
of the Raunds Area Project (see MSRG Ann Rept 1 
(1986), 29-30). By December 1988 over half of the area 
of the hamlet (c. 12,000 sq m) will have been examined 
in detail. The earliest evidence comprises a large complex 
of late Neolithic/early Bronze Age ritual monuments, but 
later occupation has been revealed as follows: 

Early Saxon. Minor features have been found associated 
with early-Saxon finds but the nature of this activity 
remains uncertain. 

Late Saxon/Saxo-Norman. In the late-Saxon period the 
western area was divided by ditches into a row of regular 
blocks c. 19.5m wide (4 'rods'). Later, further ditches were 
cut perpendicular to these forming a 'frontage', which 



24 

then shifted to create the outline of the area later to be 
the 'green'. The plots so far investigated had agricultural 
functions. No major late-Saxon buildings have been found 
but their proximity is suggested by large quantities of 
domestic waste. 

Medieval, Around 1200-1250 the hamlet was reorganised 
with stone buildings forming frontages around the central 
'green'. The earliest phase of stone buildings mainly lay 
directly beneath the later phases and so have been 
disturbed. The main period of stone buildings dated from 
c. 1250 to c. 1450. They were exceptionally well-preserved 
and five plots or (?) tenements can be discerned (see 
Fig. 12). All the buildings underwent change, but can be 
summarised as follows: 

Fig. 12 West Cotton, Northants: excavations 1985-1987 

Tenement A yielded a long frontage of domestic 
rooms: a small chamber, 'hall', cross-passage room, 
'kitchen', and ancillary room. Behind were a 
trapezoidal structure and a malthouse (m). 

Tenement B yielded two cross-passage structures, 
later joined to form a small chamber between. In 
front was another structure, with evidence of 
encroachment onto the green, and behind, a 
malthouse (m). 

The green was a worn limestone surface. To the 
north-east Tenement C (only partly excavated) 
consisted of a barn and other structures which 
included a large malthouse (m). 

An adjacent building has been defined as Tenement 
D. Initially a single large room, it was subdivided 
into three and rooms abutted at front and back. 

Tenement E comprised three structures of several 
rooms arranged around a courtyard which gave access 
to the north-west end of the green. The smallest of 
these buildings had a circular foundation at one 
corner, tentatively interpreted as a stairway. To the 

west of this range a large walled enclosure contained 
another malthouse (m). 

Emphasis has been placed on 'environmental' recovery, 
both on-site and in palaeochannels of the River Nene and 
nearby streams. Evidence of'canalisation' and embanking 
has been found in the stream to the south and east of the 
hamlet, and the palaeochannels have yielded possible fish-
weirs and flax-retting debris. To the south, areas of ridge-
and-furrow under deep alluvium have been investigated. 

D.Windell 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

Bob Meeson reports that during the Autumn and Spring 
of 1987-88 Lovell Homes (Midland) pic generously 
revised their construction schedule and allowed two 
archaeological teams onto a new residential development 
at Drayton Bassett (SKI9230024) where a medieval 
moated site was discovered. Excavations were managed 
by the Community Programme Agency of Staffordshire 
County Council, funded by the Manpower Services 
Commission, and sponsored by the County Planning and 
Development Department. 

Although only a proportion of the moated site lay within 
the area of the new development, features recorded to date 
include two moats (probably concentric), a stone abutment 
to a timber bridge, the foundations of two substantial 
stone buildings, an aisled timber-framed building 
(probably a barn), a corn drier, a well, and stone-lined 
drains. 

Finds include the bones of game (mainly deer), the first 
Saintonge ware noted in Staffordshire, and a large 
quantity of medieval pottery dating mainly from the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 

The site is provisionally identified as the manorial home 
of the Bassetts of Drayton. In a late-medieval or early-
post-medieval context much of the site was given over 
to metal working. Slag (so far unidentified) and oxidised 
lead lay over and within a number of 'hearths' and a 
casting pit. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

Burton Dassett (SP 387520). Excavation of the deserted 
settlement of Burton Dassett Southend was carried out 
by N. Palmer for Warwickshire Museum, HBMC and 
MSC in advance of motorway construction. Southend was 
the largest of five medieval settlements in the parish. It 
grew rapidly in the later thirteenth century^ acquiring a 
market in 1267 and becoming known as Chipping Dassett. 
Decline through the late fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
culminated in depopulation for sheep pasture in c.1497. 

The main excavation (Fig, 13, Areas A, D, E & F) covered 
buildings on five of a block of six strip properties fronting 
an east-west street identified in documents as Newland, 
The properties each had a frontage of four perches, an 
area of V2 acre and were laid out together in the later 
thirteenth century. The streetname, regularity of the plots 
and date all suggest a planned development associated 
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Fig. 13 Burton Dassett, Southend 

with the market. Occupation on the properties continued 
until the depopulation with little evidence of decline. 

Area A contained a substantial single-storey stone house 
(14m x 6.5m) with a roof of Nuneaton slate. This was 
later extended with the addition of a timber-framed room 
(6m long) to the west and a lean-to kitchen to the north. 
Behind the house was a four-bay timber barn (14m x 
4.5m) presumably of cruck construction, supported on 
postbases except for its west wall which had rubble 
footings. The property was bounded by drainage ditches, 
the western one being frequently recut. The area behind 
the buildings was subdivided by a series of east-west 
gullies; it contained a number of pits, mostly shallow and 
irregular and probably the result of animals trampling. 

To the east the earthworks indicated a double-width 
property (Area D) although excavation showed it had 
originally been divided. In Area Di there was a 
fragmentary building to its north-east, perhaps a barn. 
These were both demolished by the mid-fourteenth 
century when the property was amalgamated with that 
to the east. There were no further buildings here and the 
house was cut through by drainage ditches. 

The original Area Dii house was stone and measured 11m 
x 5,6m. It was then extended with the addition of a room 
to the west and subdivided. In its final form it was 20m 
long with three rooms flanking a cross-passage and a 
probable upper room over the west end reached by a 
projecting staircase. Among the finds from the house was 
a door jamb inscribed with the owner's name, Gormand, 
Behind the house was a series of three barns, two of 
timber supported on earthfast posts, the third with stone 
footings (5,5m x 8.6m). The area between barn and house 
had rubble yard surfaces, one cut by a stone drain. 

The original Area E house was two roomed (5.2m x 
7.5m) and set at right-angles to the frontage. It was 
replaced by one parallel to the street (17.4m x 6m) with 
three rooms. The northern part of the old building was 
retained, possibly for a staircase to a room over the west 
end of the new one. The west wall may also have been 
retained with the addition of the upper storey. A short 
length of wall to the east suggests a porch giving access 
both to stairway and to the ground floor rooms. A final 
extension, filling in the frontage to the east, created an 
extra room, 3m long, over what had previously been a 

rubble-surfaced access to the rear. Behind the frontage 
there was a stable/byre with stalls and a stone drain. The 
north end of this was later rebuilt to incorporate a malting 
kiln. The yard area behind the house was also paved with 
rubble. 

The Area F house had three phases, all with subdivided 
ranges parallel to the street, varying in width from 5.2m 
to 6.2m. The two later ones had further rooms to the 
north. The density of buildings increased markedly to the 
east; on the three eastern properties the whole frontage 
was eventually built up giving the street a very urban air. 
This is enhanced by the areas of rubble paving that led 
down from each of the houses into the street. 

To the west of the buildings (Area B) a north-south road 
was excavated; this was presumably a lane running 
between the two main east-west streets. Further west 
(Area B & C) trial trenches to investigate earthwork 
'platforms' failed to locate buildings. Recording of the 
fabric of St. James's Chapel, the only surviving medieval 
building at Southend, now used as a cowshed, revealed 
a blocked thirteenth-century window opening, 

Further excavation in 1988 will concentrate on the south 
side ofNezuland in the field known as 'Dovehouse Close', 
where fieldwalking has located further buildings on the 
motorway line. The pattern of settlement here appears 
to be less regular and more widely spaced than on the 
north side of the street. It also seems that occupation may 
have continued here after 1497; mid-sixteenth-century 
material came from one building group and late 
seventeenth/eighteenth-century material from another. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Hobs Moat, Solihull (SP 147 826) 

John Mcllwaine reports on the Hobs Moat Community 
Project which was established in September, 1985. The 
aim of the project was to restore this enigmatic earthwork 
which, although a scheduled ancient monument for over 
half a century, had been allowed to deteriorate into a 
serious state of disrepair. The project is primarily a 
landscaping exercise although there is an archaeological 
component. 

In the first phase of excavation three trenches were opened 
on the earthwork's central platform (Fig. 14). The first 
site, HM1, revealed the remains of a small shed-like 
structure of late/post-medieval date superimposed on 
earlier structures the only remains being a series of clay 
lines which may have acted as timber footing. The exact 
plan of the earlier building features is difficult to ascertain 
because of the restricted nature of the excavation. The 
excavation through the western internal rampart, HM2, 
uncovered an earlier earthwork which consisted of a low 
bank and a ditch. The earlier earthwork was used as a 
constructional feature for the later rampart, the early bank 
being used as a revetment. The third trench, HM3, 
yielded the foundations of a sandstone structure with a 
clay and cobble floor which had been selectively 
dismantled during the construction of the earthwork. The 
finds from these sites were chiefly local medieval coarse 
ware, clay pipe, post-medieval pottery, as well as a few 
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Fig, 14 Hobs Moat, Solihull 

fragments of green-glazed pottery and medieval tile. 

In the second phase of the project the emphasis of the 
excavation programme moved outside the monument, 
following suggestions from the Birmingham University 
Field Archaeology Unit. The site, HM4, on the platform 

to the east of the earthwork demonstrated that nineteenth-
century ploughing had destroyed any evidence of 
archaeological activity. Two phases of ridge-and-furrow 
were apparent, and although the vast majority of finds 
were post-medieval, several sherds of local medieval coarse 
ware as well as a flint blade were recovered, hinting at 
earlier activity. HM6 proved that the green lane, and 
associated hedge, which run along the northern edge of 
the monument are not medieval in date, as suggested by 
Nichols et al> but are infact nineteenth-century features. 

A series of detailed surveys: physical, contour, resistivity 
and proton-magnetometer, have been undertaken. The 
resistivity survey suggests that the playing field area to 
the west of the monument is archaeologically sterile. 

The final report on the first series of excavations will be 
published in the Transactions of the Birmingham and 
Warwickshire Archaeological Society in 1988/9. An 
interim report on these excavations is available and a 
second interim report will be produced by summer 1988. 
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Paul Stamper 

The season from 3-2 5th July 1987, together with long 
weekends in October 1986 and May 1987, was under the 
direction of J.G. Hurst. The Project's publication 
programme is now gaining momentum, and it is envisaged 
that henceforward full reports on the various aspects of 
the Project's work, including reassessments of early 
excavations, will be issued at regular intervals. In 1987 
the first full Parish Survey report was published (below) 
and the Church report was in the press, 

1. Parish Survey. Projects under Colin Hayfield's 
guidance included further graveyard surveys, studies of 
aspects of medieval and later village life in the area, and 
woodlands and plantations. The first of four projected 
British Archaeological Reports summarising the results 
of the Parish Survey, on the Roman Landscape, has been 
published (B.A.R., British Series 172). An article was also 
published on the area's ponds and pondmakers (Folk Life, 
XXV, (1986-7), 74-91), 

2. Sites 82J and 88 - North Manor. J. Richards 
supervised excavations designed to examine the Iron Age 
and Roman ditch systems which underlie the medieval 
village. These exposed a part of one of the outbuildings 
of Toft 17 which showed a structural trait also 
encountered on a building of similar thirteenth-
/fourteenth-century date on the South Manor: rounded 
external corners to the chalk walls, which suggest a hipped 
roof. 

3. Site 85 - Toft 10. P.A, Stamper and R,A. Croft began 
further excavations in the north-west corner of what in 
the early Middle Ages was the curia of the South Manor. 
Chalk rubble padstone areas probably represent the 
remains of one or more major barn-like buildings of the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century. From the manorial 
period (pre 1254) were two structurally similar square 
cesspits, 1.6 x 1.6m and 2m deep. Their lower fills 
comprised cessy loam, and both were capped to about half 
their depth with chalk rubble. 

The current programme of English Heritage-funded 
excavations at Wharram Percy will come to an end in 
1990. The Wharram Project will, however, continue its 
work upon the area after that date, alongside the 
production of final reports on the excavations in the 
Guardianship Area. It is intended, for instance, that field 
survey work of all types will be intensified as the history 
of the area from the earliest times to the present day is 
investigated. Selective excavations will be included in the 
research programme. Furthermore, a great deal of work 
on the written sources remains to be done. 
An organisational framework has been set up to co
ordinate and promote that work, taking over the reins 
from the Project's founding fathers, M.W. Beresford and 

Macroscopic examination indicated the presence of 
mineralized seed remains. Mid-Saxon levels were reached. 
A spectacular residual find was a 40mm long Borre-style 
strap slide of c. A.D.900, That is one of the few finds 
from Wharram to display distinctively Scandinavian 
influence, and it forces us to confront the question of what 
effect, if any, the Viking Age had on the Wharram 
parishes. 

4. Site 86 - Croft 4 South. P. Herbert supervised 
excavations in advance of tree planting. The site lies at 
the extreme south end of the village's West Row, on the 
lip of Drue Dale. Only the upper levels were excavated 
this year but already interesting details of land use in this 
relatively marginal location can be seen. Contrary to what 
had been thought, part of the hillside lay within the croft, 
the croft being bounded not by the break in slope but 
by a walled track which leads down the hillside towards 
the pastures of Drue Dale. 

An associated site (87) in the bottom of Drue Dale 
comprised machine-dug trenches, used to assess the 
archaeological potential of this boggy area where again 
trees are to be planted. Sterile Oxford clay was 
encountered to 6m depth, derived from slumping of the 
neighbouring geologically unstable hillside. 

5. Sites 51 and 74 - Low House Farm. Further work 
by S. Wrathmell on the eighteenth-century courtyard farm 
confirmed the presence of earlier occupation. 

6. Site 77 - Glebe West. Further clearance by J. Wood 
of destruction levels on this, the putative site of the late 
medieval parsonage, strongly suggested that one of the 
sequence of buildings on the site was in fact the Vicarage 
and barn under one roof burnt down in 1547. 

J.G. Hurst, who will nevertheless retain a close 
involvement in the Project. The Wharram Project 
Managament Committee is composed partly of Wharram 
Project representatives and partly of ex-officio 
representatives of bodies including English Heritage, the 
Department of Archaeology in the University of York, 
the Centre for Regional and Local History at the 
University of Hull, the Medieval Settlement Research 
Group, the Department of Geography in the University 
of Birmingham and local authorities. It is under the 
chairmanship of Professor Martin Carver, and can be 
contacted via the Department of Archaeology, Micklegate 
House, Micklegate, York YOl 1JZ. The committee's 
secretary is Paul Stamper. 

The Wharram Research Project Management Committee 
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

One of the major developments in the Republic of Ireland 
in 1987 was the passing into law of the National 
Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1987, which introduced 
the concept of archaeological areas to Ireland. It remains 
to be seen how the areas will be defined on the ground. 
However, the Act's main aims were the control of metal 
detectors and underwater archaeological exploration. It 
also substantially increased the penalties for contravening 
all three National Monuments Acts (1930, 1954, 1987) 
but it omitted to make any provisions for the recruitment 
of more staff to effectively police this new legislation. 
Thus there is still a major problem of the increasing 
destruction of archaeological monuments, especially 
earthworks, throughout the country. Over the Easter 
holidays this year the possible deserted medieval village 
at Latoon, Co Clare (17R 382718) was entirely levelled 
although the nearby motte and moated site are still intact. 

In the summer of 1987 Dr Terry Barry of the Department 
of Medieval History, Trinity College, Dublin, directed 
a month's excavation of the only identifiable deserted 
medieval village in Co Louth at Piperstown (130 
086825), some 3.5 km north of Drogheda. The excavation 
concentrated upon one possible house platform as well 
as on one section through a probable field boundary. 
Traces of a rectangular clay-walled structure were located 
on the platform with a possible hearth at its western end 
but with no evidence surviving of its original roof. Most 
of the artefacts recovered were sherds of post-medieval 
pottery and glass, generally of seventeenth- and 
eighteenth-century date, although c, 50 sherds of medieval 
cooking pots were also located along with an early-
thirteenth century iron hunting arrowhead. These finds 
would indicate a possible medieval origin for this 
settlement which was probably abandoned in the 
eighteenth century. Excavations are planned to 
recommence here in the near future. 

From May 1988 Bord Gais Eireann will be constructing 
a natural gas pipeline from Dublin north to Dundalk and 
the entire route will be monitored by an archaeological 
team led by Ms Margaret Gowen. 

The Dublin Historic Settlement Group has continued to 
meet at University College, Dublin on a regular basis 
throughout the academic year, with the occasional guest 
speaker from abroad such as Dr Chris Dyer. The Group 
for the Study of Irish Historic Settlement held its annual 

conference in Drogheda in 1987, Wexford in 1988 and 
proposes to visit Derry city in 1989. It has also published 
two successful booklets in its Irish Settlement Studies 
series. 
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ITALY 

The Archaeology of the Kingdom of Beneventum: 
Ten years of fieldwork by Sheffield University in Molise 

Richard Hodges summarizes the results of the San Vincenzo project, which began as an excavation of an early medieval monastic site. So stupendous 
were the discoveries - an extensive complex of well preserved buildings with remains of wall paintings and a rich collection of artefacts - that the 
site has been dubbed a medieval Pompeii. To set the abbey within a wider context, the study was enlarged to include its territory and vast estates, 
(Fig. 15) which are well documented. The outcome is the most significant recent study of medieval settlement in Southern Italy. 

At San Vincenzo, the settlement study centres on the castelli owned and indeed created by the abbey. In Italian, castello means fortified settlement 
rather than castle in the English sense of a private fortified residence, which is instead rendered by the word rocca. In Italy, nucleated settlement 
is the rule, and these settlements typically have g0od natural defences. Most characteristic are the hilltop villages of Central Italy, but whatever 
their situation, these settlements are all castelli, and the process whereby this landscape came to replace the dispersed settlement of Roman times 
is known as incastellamento. In the 1950s and 1960s, research on medieval settlement was coloured by work being done in Northern Europe, and 
tended to be seen in terms of the phenomenon of desertion, which has teft the countryside Uttered with abandoned sites which are often conspicuous 
because, being stone-built, there are standing ruins. In the 1970s and 1980s the main emphasis has been on explaining tha-process of incastellamento 
itself, and in particular on trying to work out when it began. Suffice it to say that both incastellamento and desertion are very variable from one 
region or locality to another, and cannot be discussed adequately in broad generalisations, certainly not at the present state of research. In future 
numbers of the Medieval Settlement Research Group Report, it is hoped to publish further articles that will clarify the picture emerging from 
the immense amount of work currently being undertaken in Italy. 
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Of the many kingdoms around the fringes of the 
Carolingian Empire, Anglo-Saxon England is perhaps the 
best known, while the kingdom of Beneventum is barely 
known at all. The history of Lombardy Minor has 
attracted several valuable studies ; , but until 1978 no 
systematic archaeological investigations had been made 
of this region. Unlike England or Denmark, for example, 
this was a remarkable state of affairs because Beneventum 
played a critical rather than a subsidiary part in the global 
politics of the later eighth and ninth centuries 2. In the 
past ten years, a fruitful accord between the University 
of Sheffield's Department of Archaeology and Prehistory 
and the Soprintendenza Archeologica del Molise has to 
some extent redressed this situation. In 1978, under the 
auspices of Dr. G.W.W. Barker's Biferno Valley project, 
the ninth-century village of Santa Maria in Civita was 
discovered and trial trenched 3 and a number of other 
medieval villages were identified 4. The following year 
the tenth-twelfth century castello of Ventrana near 
Guglionesi in the Biferno valley was systematically 
surveyed and a full report was prepared 5. At this 
juncture, with the discovery of Santa Maria in Civita and 
Vetrana, it was possible to construct an outline sequence 
of the material culture in north-east Beneventum for a 
hitherto unknown period. With such data, we concluded, 
we could consider examining the making of the medieval 
landscape in the terra of San Vincenzo at Volturno, 
one of the most amply documented estates of early 
medieval Europe, and a region that had already attracted 
several detailed historical studies 6. 

Interim reports on the San Vincenzo Project have 
appeared annually in the journal Arckeologia Medievale 
between 1981-1986 7, and a full report on the fieldworkl 

as well as a general synthesis will appear shortly. In 
this short survey, therefore, I wish to summarise the 
discoveries and their implications. 

Fig. 15 San Vincenzo and the villages in its Terra 
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The aim of the San Vincenzo Project was to discover the 
history of settlement not only at the Benedictine 
monastery of San Vincenzo al Volturno itself, but also 
in its territory covering some 200 sq km of the upper 
Volturno valley. A large team was involved in this project 
including three historians (Dr. J. Patterson, ancient 
historian; Dr. C. Wickham, medieval historian; Mr. J. 
Mitchell, art historian) who played an important part in 
the unfolding research design. 

Early medieval San Vincenzo al Volturno lay beside the 
river Volturno on the side of a hill known as Colle della 
Torre, at the northern end of a fertile plateau in the 
foothills of the Mainarde mountains. Just over 0.5 ha of 
the monastery itself was excavated, revealing a complex 
and often remarkable sequence of buildings. In addition, 
a field survey, following the same techniques employed 
in the Biferno valley, covered some 50 sq km of the terra, 
including a small area on Monte Mare at 2000 m above 
sea level w. Finally, all the deserted medieval villages 
within the terra were each identified and visited, after 
which the castello at Vacchereccia, close to the 
monastery, was investigated in 1981-82 l \ and a large 
programme of excavations was undertaken at Colle 
Castellano, the tenth-century castello of Olivella n. 

At San Vincenzo al Volturno itself, little was known 
before the excavations began. The Chronicon Vulturnense, 
written by one of the twelfth-century monks, describes 
the abbey's foundation in c. 703; its great ninth- century 
history when it was clearly an exceptionally rich place; 
the devastating sack by the Saracens in 881; the 
impoverished tenth century when castelli were founded 
within its territory; and its brief revival in the eleventh 
century before it fell into obscurity, a victim of local feudal 
warlords. In archaeological terms, only a fine painted 
crypt was known here before the excavations began in 
1980. The excavations have revealed a long sequence of 
settlement which begins in a major sense in the late Iron 
Age. 

In the fourth century BC, a small sanctuary was founded 
here (directly in front of the crypt, in fact). This became 
the focus of a small town by the first century BC, covering 
at least 10 ha and including a monumental sanctuary 
building. In common with small towns of this sort all over 
Molise, it was abandoned in the first century AD, As it 
declined new towns were founded at the far end of the 
valley (at Isernia and Venafro), and just beyond its 
confines a substantial Roman villa was constructed. The 
villa lasted until about AD 400 when it in turn was 
deserted in favour of a late Roman settlement on top of 
the old Iron Age/Republican sanctuary. This villa marks 
phase 1 of the sequence on Colle della Torre, and for six 
hundred years its plan determined the arrangement of 
early medieval buildings that were to supersede it on this 
spot. The villa consisted of a bridge, a tower-house, a 
church and a cemetery church. Pottery and a good range 
of coins indicate that it lasted until the early sixth century, 
when it was largely deserted. However, the continued use 
of the cemetery during the sixth and seventh centuries 
(phase 2) for occasional burials suggests that the place 
retained some importance locally. 

It was to this largely deserted place that the founders of 

San Vincenzo came. A simple plaster floor was put into 
the funerary church to make it San Vincenzo Minore, but 
little else is known about this phase (3a). Later in the 
century (phase 3b), though, the abbey church was 
modestly aggrandised by a rudimentary ambulatory, by 
way of which pilgrims might pay their respects to the 
monastery's relics. At the same time the small Crypt 
Church with a trichoran crypt was built. The primitive 
construction of this phase contrasts markedly with what 
follows. A fine symmetrical ambulatory, replacing the 3b 
version, was added to San Vincenzo Minore. Running 
south from this was a well-built passage leading along the 
side of a garden to a refectory in which as many as a 
hundred monks might have been accommodated. There 
are many reasons for believing that the phase 3c 
monastery belongs to the last twenty years of the eighth 
century, when Charlemagne granted San Vincenzo certain 
privileges, and when the chronicler, Paul the Deacon, 
described it as a place with many monks. Yet at this stage 
the monastery still occupied the fabric of the late Roman 
villa. 

Under Abbot Joshua (792-817) San Vincenzo was 
transformed into one of the great places of western Europe 
(phase 4). Like its twin, Monte Cassino, it was largely 
rebuilt on an enormous scale. At the same time both 
monasteries built up vast estates throughout Beneventum. 
San Vincenzo was enlarged from a 0.5 ha complex to one 
covering 5 ha. A massive new abbey church (San Vincenzo 
Maggiore) was constructed, alongside which were cloisters 
and broad passages running at two and possibly three 
levels. The complete excavation of the monks' refectory 
allows us to estimate the numbers of monks in the 
monastery which, it is calculated, was at least 300. The 
old (late Roman) buildings were largely demolished in 
favour of a grand hall containing decorated apartments 
and facilities for distinguished guests. A great range of 
craftsmen now worked in the monastery making 
thousands of tiles (the inscribed signatures of 53 different 
tilers have been documented so far), window glass (some 
7,000 fragments have been found), fine vessel glass (1500 
fragments have been found), liturgical metalwork, 
ironwork and many other things. In many ways it was 
a small town. But above all it was distinguished for the 
lavish paintings in all the rooms, including the passages 
and even the glassmaker's house, and the extraordinary 
use of classical spolia, including four Roman stone vases 
and over 40 Roman inscriptions. It is estimated that as 
many as a thousand people inhabited the new settlement, 
of whom the greater part were lay-brethren who were 
buried in the hilltop cemetery overlooking the monastery. 
Over 80 inscriptions, mostly tombstones, indicate a 
prevalence of Beneventans in the monastery, many of 
whom may have come from the newly-gained estates in 
the rich coastal littoral of the kingdom. For the medieval 
archaeologist, used to the vestigial remains of timber 
structures, a range of potsherds and the occasional metal 
object, this is a veritable Dark Age Pompeii. Without a 
shadow of a doubt it provides the first real illustration 
of a Carolingian Renaissance monastery, and the 
extraordinary revival of Roman art, architecture and 
technology that underpinned this brief period. 

Under Epiphanius (824-42) (phase 5), the abbot depicted 
in the paintings in the crypt of the Crypt Church, the 
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monastery was aggrandised still further, before a phase 
of recession and small-scale decay began. On October 10th 
881 the Saracens brought a cataclysmic end to San 
Vincenzo's staggering ninth-century history. Fire-arrows 
weighted by heavy bolts from a composite bow rained 
down on the glass workshop, the refectory, the 
distinguished guests' refectory and many other buildings. 
The fire layer, charred timbers and the signs of mayhem 
tell a vivid story that confirms the account written down 
in the Chronicon and still known by every contadino in 
the area today. After this, just as the Chronicon relates, 
the monastery experienced a phase (6a) of poverty. Some 
of the old buildings were still serviceable, but in most 
cases the rudimentary character of the place makes a 
stunning contrast with the monastery at its zenith in phase 
4. Yet while the monastery lay in ruins, it is important 
to note that successive abbots after 945 took great interest 
in developing villages at regularly-spaced intervals in their 
terra. 

About 1055, however, Abbot John V set out to rebuild 
the monastery. It was probably at this time that the savage 
demolition of the old buildings took place (phase 6b). Of 
the original area of the monastery, only the Crypt Church 
survived. The remainder was levelled to make a simple 
back yard in which a pottery kiln was found (phase 7). 
Some distance to the south, overlying the old phase 4 
glassworks, new romanesque cloisters were constructed. 
This monastery, however, was short-lived. Perhaps 
conscious of Abbot Desiderius' great new monastery at 
Monte Cassino as well as suffering from repeated raids 
by a local feudal family, it was decided to abandon the 
old site and to move across the river to make a fortified 
monastery. Materials were brought across to the new site, 
and were used to make a complex that echoed the great 
Norman-period romanesque works at Monte Cassino 
(phase 8). At this point, though, as the chronicler records, 
the epic history of San Vincenzo ends, and its decline to 
obscurity began. The old site was now terraced and all 
memory of its place in the history of the first millenium 
AD was lost until we began the excavations in 1980, 

Often staggering though these remains are, our primary 
aim has always been to evaluate the history of the 
settlement at San Vincenzo in terms of the development 
of the medieval landscape of the upper Volturno valley. 
We believed that this might provide a picture of European 
importance as well as shed light on the settlement pattern 
in other areas of Beneventum such as the Biferno valley. 

The field survey of the upper Volturno valley revealed 
a sudden rise in dispersed rural farms and cottages in the 
first century AD. A detailed picture of the settlement 
pattern at this time has now been reconstructed. But in 
the third century the small farms were largely deserted, 
leaving only the villas which in some form or other 
persisted into the fifth or early sixth century. After the 
early sixth century, from the north end of the valley in 
the foothills of the mountains to the classic Mediterranean 
polycultural landscape close to Venafro, 25 km from San 
Vincenzo, little seems to have survived. It is a pattern 
repeated throughout the inland regions of the 
Mediterranean which cannot be attributed to wars or 
plagues, but to the changes in society and the economy75. 
Following this the field survey provided next-to-no 

evidence of the subsequent centuries. No trace was found 
of eighth-tenth century farms described in detail in the 
Chronicon, and our intensive efforts to pinpoint them have 
proved abortive. Hence, we changed our strategy and used 
test-pits to identify two castelli which were granted leases 
by San Vincenzo in the later tenth century74. In 1981-82 
we located the vestigial remains of one dwelling on the 
slope of Vacchereccia which may have owed its origins 
to the sixth or seventh centuries, and was redeveloped 
in the tenth or eleventh centuries before being deserted 
in favour of a nucleated village on the summit of the hill 
during the twelfth century75. Two features are striking 
about this site, some 4 km from San Vincenzo. First, the 
material culture before the tenth or eleventh centuries was 
very impoverished, and markedly different from the 
affluent assemblage of pottery, glassware and metalwork 
from the ninth-century village excavated at Santa Maria 
in Civita near the coast in 
1978 l6. Second, around the turn of the millennium the 
character of this settlement altered significantly, 
coinciding fairly well with the new lease and the age of 
incasteltamento. 

At Colle Castellano, a prominent hill towards the 
southern end of the terra, we had high hopes of 
discovering a phase not unlike Santa Maria in Civita. This 
hill lies in a fertile valley close to a large Roman villa 
known as Castelvecchio. It is almost certainly the castello 
of Olivella which was granted a lease by San Vincenzo 
in 962. A survey showed that a substantial enclosure wall 
like that at Santa Maria in Civita ringed the summit of 
the hill, within which were the remains of two substantial 
stone buildings. Columns from one of these buildings 
suggest it was a church. The excavations, nevertheless, 
reveal a history closer to that of Vacchereccia or Vetrana77. 
The enclosure wall is in fact a massive fortification 
attached to which, in one trench, remains of a small well-
built tower were found. On the hilltop itself traces of rock-
cut dwellings have been found, similar to those excavated 
in the first phase of Montarrenti, a village near Siena in 
Tuscany78. At Colle Castellano, however, an immense 
quantity of pottery as well as a rich array of other finds 
(including animal bone, botanical remains, glass, 
metalwork, slag, and tile) show beyond question that, like 
Vetrana, it was occupied from the tenth to twelfth 
centuries when, much as Wickham predicted79, it was 
deserted in favour of nearby Montaquila, a village that 
survives today. 

In sum, much as the Chronicon describes, the terra of San 
Vincenzo was wild, silvan country when the monks 
arrived in the early eighth century. We need not doubt 
that some farms existed in the region, but their material 
poverty strongly suggests that they contributed little to 
making San Vincenzo a centre of urban proportions 
during the apogee of the Carolingian renaissance. Instead, 
as Wickham has shown20, Abbot Joshua steadily amassed 
estates in the heartlands and coastal littoral of 
Beneventum, from which presumably foodstuffs and 
labour as well as financial support were found. Santa 
Maria in Civita in the Biferno valley offers some glimpse 
of these kinds of estates. It had a small church, its own 
cemetery, and two small settlement nuclei within the 
fortifications. The dwellings were partly built of stone 
with firm beaten-earth floors, and behind them lay 
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numerous pits for grain. The material culture is rich and 
in every sense prefigures the discoveries belonging to a 
century afterwards at Colle Castellano, In particular, the 
stock economy and cereal regime indicate that it was a 
site of some status where secondary processing of grain, 
for example, took place. Santa Maria was deserted in the 
ninth century and supplanted locally by the village of 
Guardialfiera, the seat of a bishop of c.AD 1000. No other 
example of a site of this kind was found in the Biferno 
valley, and even successful villages such as Portocannone 
near Termoli, which was shifted a short distance after 
a late medieval earthquake, clearly owe their origins to 
the tenth century. 

Returning to the Volturno valley, it is evident that after 
the Saracen attack and the subsequent loss of most of its 
farflung lands, San Vincenzo, in common with other great 
Italian abbeys like Farfa and Monte Cassino, set about 
developing the agrarian potential of its own terra. At San 
Vincenzo, however, it appears that the energies of the 
small tenth-century monastery were largely concentrated 
on making the new castelli at the expense of rebuilding 
the ruinous abbey. Sites like Santa Maria must have 
served as a model for this phase of incastellamento ̂  but 
in this domain as in the Biferno valley, new villages were 
created at regularly spaced intervals in a bid to exploit 
efficiently the underused landscape. The archaeology of 
this early phase of castelli ranging from Vacchereccia in 
the foothills of the mountains to Vetrana near the Adriatic 
emphasises the sudden explosion of material culture, 
reminiscent of course, not only of Santa Maria in Civita 
but also in some respects the Carolingian renaissance 
monastery. 

Until two severe earthquakes in the Volturno valley in 
1984, this tenth century settlement pattern had persisted 
virtually unaltered. Now, as the legacy of the age of 
incastellamento is being eclipsed, there exists a real 
opportunity for archaeologists in the next decade to use 
the investigations described here as a basis for exploring 
those places which until now have withstood the rhythms 
of time for a full thousand years. 

Richard Hodges 
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Review 

Landscape and Society in Medieval Cumbria^ Angus J. L. 
Winchester (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers Ltd., 
1987, x +178 pp., £20.00p) 

This is an important book which establishes an alternative 
model for the development of the medieval English 
countryside to that which is derived from southern and 
midland examples. Cumbria is not merely the upland 
scenery of the tourist, for whom the region and the Lake 
District are synonymous, for it includes the Carlisle plain, 
the Eden valley, significant coastal strip and the western 
edge of the Pennine moors, alongside the Lake District 
massif itself. Nevertheless, the region is a true pays in 
which administrative boundaries are coterminous with 
distinctive and symbiotic physical landscapes. 

The historical development of the Cumbrian landscape 
is only partly to be explained by the natural world of 
upland and lowland, soils and rain, and this book faces 
up squarely to the necessity of discerning the human 
element in the organisation of the countryside in the 
medieval north-west. The approach is twofold. Firstly, 
we are given a penetrating discussion of that most wilful 
of human elements, the territorial boundaries of lordship. 
In these are summarised the human restrictions on the 
exploitation of the natural world. The picture is varied 
across Cumbria; in the Carlisle plain the Norman 
settlement after 1092 destroyed the earlier and largely 
'natural' units of wards and deaneries which survived 
elsewhere in the region and determined the shape of later 
feudal lordships. Secondly, within those boundaries we 
are shown the landscape as revealed in the region's 
fragmentary estate records and larger body of charters. 
The result is not, of course, a study of Cumbrian society 
in the social historian's sense, but an insight into the social 
organisation of the countryside. 

Here Cumbria provides an interesting model indeed, for 
it is the close physical proximity throughout the region 
of upland and lowland which has defined its social and 
landscape forms. Like much of the medieval north arable 
farming was generally less important, with spring crops 

and oats dominating. The later medieval rise of sheep and 
increased manorialisation hit heavily at earlier forms of 
transhumance using cattle and led to the decline of 
sheilings and their summer pastures. Lambing and 
clipping added a final element to the Cumbrian calendar. 
This was also a landscape in which the balance between 
lordship and tenant-right tilted more in favour of the 
tenant. Equally intriguing is the conclusion that lowland 
peasant holdings were ultimately larger than upland ones, 
but that, as a result of grazing rights, upland farmers were 
generally better off in the sixteenth century. This leads 
the book into its most valuable areas, a discussion of the 
importance of what elsewhere in southern and midland 
England is dismissively described as 'waste'. Pasture and 
meadow, water and the common rights of access to 
woodland and waste are often poorly studied. That they 
assume such an obvious importance in the Cumbrian 
landscape is telling evidence of their significance in any 
model of the countryside. 

Throughout, the generalisations which emerge in this 
book are underpinned by detailed local examples. The 
maps and plans which pepper the text are clear and well 
drawn, and provide a considerable repertory of examples 
on the ground. Detailed case-studies of the development 
of six townships are reserved for an appendix. Here, one 
suspects, the casual user will find his richest seam. 

The book is, in my view, slightly less happy when it 
comes to giving a chronology to the developments which 
it identifies. One is never clear where Cumbria fits into 
the model of population expansion in the rest of England. 
The discussion adopts the language of national trends, 
with crises in the early-fourteenth century presaging the 
mid-century collapse, but some figures (e.g. table 3.1) 
suggest a rather later peak in expansion. This is important 
too when we learn that Cumbria contains few identified 
DMVs, which the author attributes to reoccupation of 
abandoned sites. What was the size of the population in 
medieval Cumbria one wonders? Such reservations earn 
the reviewer's crust; they amount only to crumbs from 
a very wholesome loaf. 

Phillip Morgan 
University of Keele 
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2VLS.R.G. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT, 1.1.1987 - 31.12*1987 
INCOME 

Subscriptions 
by cheque/cash 
by bankers order 

Gifts 
Anon 
Anon 

Grants 
British Academy 

Transfer from MVRG 

Transfer from Moated Sites R.G. 

Refund of bank charges 

739,00 
794.00 

100.00 
100.00 

1533.00 

200.00 

600.00 

3000.00 

137.22 

41.39 

EXPENDITURE 

Publicity leaflets 

Stationery (envelopes) 

Printing of Report No. 1 (1986) (600) 

Postage (mainly of Report No.l) 

Secretarial expenses 

Refunds (of subs, paid in error) 

Aerial photographs (for cover of Report) 

Room charge (Birkbeck College) 

Bank charges 

In bank 31,12.87 

126.50 

27.10 

665.00 

178.11 

42.25 

30.00 

4.89 

10.00 

64.52 

4363.24 

HBMC grants for excavation 
Wharram Percy 1987 
Wharram post-excavation 1987-8 

Excavations 
6168.40 Wharram Percy 1987 

11937,99 \tfharram post-excavation 
6168.40 

11937.99 

23618.00 23618.00 

Robin B. Glasscock (Hon. Treasurer) 15A. 88 

Audiied and found correct CM.P. Johnson 22.1.88 
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