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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
I would like to start the ninth Annual Report of the Medieval Settlement Research Group by thanking Nick Higham for 
all his past work as editor. This volume has returned to the normal size for the Report after last year's bumper edition, 
but I have followed Nick's lead in trying to balance a selection of articles with reports of work. 

As with all reports from No. 3 onwards this volume has been printed by Silk & Terry Ltd. of Birmingham and I would 
like to thank Michael Silk and his staff for looking after the Report through the production process. 

The content of this report reflects a current preoccupation with how to manage and protect medieval rural settlements. 
These issues are being addressed at the highest level in both England and Scotland and it is increasingly clear that there 
is a continuing need for detailed and rigorous research to inform this process. There is however a growing tendency to 
regard preservation as the end product of work. This should never be the aim of archaeologists, historians, geographers 
and all the other disciplines who contribute to Medieval Settlement studies. Our aim must always be to elucidate new 
information and understanding of the past and the continuation and presentation of new research is the prime function 
of this Group and its Annual Report. 

I would be grateful if contributions for the 10th Annual Report could reach me by the end of April 1996. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, 9 December, at Dept. of Geography, Durham University. This 
will be preceded by a Field Trip on Friday 8 December. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 1995 
There will be a one day conference on 21 st September, 1996 at the University of Birmingham on Medieval Villages and 
their Territories. For further information contact Keith Lilley, School of Geography, University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT. 

GENERAL NOTICES 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
The Group has some limited resources for the support of research by members of the Group within its field of interest. 
Small grants are available annually up to a maximum of £500 for projects relating to medieval settlement. Preference 
will normally be given to field survey, documentary research and the preparation of graphics rather than to excavation 
and the preparation of reports for publication. A summary report of the work will be required within a year and, subject 
to editorial consideration, may be published in the Annual Report. 

APPLICATIONS 
There is no special form. Applicants should apply by letter (4 copies) summarising the proposed research and the costs 
involved. Mention should be made of other applications for funding. The names of two referees should be included. 
Letters should be addressed to the Treasurer (Dr. R. E. Glasscock, Department of Geography, Downing Place, 
Cambridge, CB2 3EN) to reach him by 1st August in the year preceding that in which work will be carried out. 
Applicants will normally be notified of the outcome in December. 
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ADDRESS TO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Interpreting Traditional Houses in Suffolk 
by Dr Matthew H. Johnson 

I was honoured to be invited to talk to the Medieval 
Settlement Research Group on the topic of my recent 
researches into traditional architecture in western Suffolk. 
This research has recently been published in my book 
Housing Culture (Johnson 1993). I therefore took the 
opportunity of the lecture to first, provide a synopsis of 
aspects of the research; second, comment further on some 
of the wider aspects of the argument; and third, to set 
some of the ideas outlined there in the context of housing 
and landscape research as a whole. 

Housing Culture takes as its central theme the 
relationship of houses to long-term historical change. The 
principles underlying the research were simple. First, that 
old houses must be seen historically — that however 
beautiful or romantic, the only justification for their study 
is as pieces of evidence: that they tell us about the lives of 
women and men in the past. Second, that we must see 
architecture as another form of landscape. Just as 
landscapes at larger scales organise space at the parish or 
regional level, so the landscape of houses organises space 
at the level of the family and household. Therefore, to 
understand old houses fully, we must see them as part of 
a landscape as a whole rather than treat them as isolated 
classes of material, each the domain of a separate research 
specialisation (the historical development of the MSRG 
demonstrates this point from another angle). We must 
look at our evidence contextually. That is, we must 
compare patterns in houses with other classes of 
architecture, with the wider landscape, with very diverse 
sources of documentary material. 

The third principle is that houses and landscapes in the 
past were inhabited by men and women whose ideas and 
attitudes were very different from our own. People in the 
Middle Ages and beyond lived in mental worlds where 
farmers were advised to sow crops according to the 
phases of the moon, where the presence of witches, fairies 
and demons was an accepted feature of everyday life, and 
where literate culture was the preserve of the few rather 
than the many. Attitudes to aspects of everyday life such 
as cleanliness, heat and smell that we would consider 
'common sense' might be utterly alien to medieval 
peasants, and vice versa. 

Fourth, these very different attitudes determined in part 
the way houses were built and lived in. Ideas of privacy, 
relations between master, wife and servant, stress on 
material comfort; these are all dependent on world-views 
that have changed, and are all reflected in the changing 
design and layout of houses. We cannot therefore assume 
that people in the past were like us in fancy-dress. In 
practice, many writers on pre-industrial architecture and 
landscape tend to slip in implicit assumptions that 'they 
were just like us' under the guise of 'common sense' in 
interpretation. But the one thing we can be certain of is 
that the past was different. There were other common 
senses, other mentalities, in the past. 

It follows, therefore, that the changing layout of ordinary 
houses, when considered in its landscape context, might 
be used to tell us about these very different mentalities, 
and how they changed through time. This is what I tried 
to do in looking at traditional houses in western Suffolk. 
Broadly, I outlined a 'process of closure' in houses 
between 1400 and 1700. 

'Open' houses, with a central hall open to the roof, and 
with or without wings at either end of the hall, seem to 
have been built until the early 16th century. They are 
generally well-built, with high standards of carpentry and 
good scantling of timber, and of a form familiar to 
students of medieval vernacular houses in the south and 
east. Their size ranges widely from the supra-vernacular 
to the very small, but their form, centred around the open 
hall with screens or cross-passage, remains constant. 

By contrast, different sizes of 'closed' houses, from the 
late 16th century onwards, differ also in form; supra-
vernacular houses of this period are not simply larger 
versions of small houses. The scantling of timber and 
framing techniques are similarly varied, and generally 
poorer. One type of socially middling house, the two-or 
three-cell lobby entry, is ubiquitous in this period. 
Especially striking is the way in which the majority of 
15th and 16th century houses had been converted to a 
lobby-entry form by the later 17th century. 

The 'transitional' period between open and closed houses 
in the 16th century is marked by a high rate of rebuilding 
and very varied forms of house. Very often 'conservative' 
features such as sub-medieval service ends and cross 
passages might be combined with a new chimney stack 
and ceiled hall, next door to a house of the 'closed' lobby-
entry type. 

I saw these changes between medieval and early modern 
houses as part of a long-term 'process of closure' in 
traditional architecture. This process of closure was partly 
to do with the rise of privacy and segregation within the 
houses, but this was not the whole story. The rise of 
privacy in itself is not an explanation. The idea of privacy 
is dependent in turn on different ideas about the 
individual, and that of segregation on ideas about the 
relationship between master and servant. Ample 
documentary evidence suggests that these and other social 
ideas changed radically between 1400 and 1700. So 
privacy and segregation must be understood within a very 
complex matrix of changing cultural ideas. 

One part of this matrix was the everyday experience of 
space as it was used and renegotiated by different forms 
of house. A servant living in a medieval open-hall house 
would have a very different experience of the domestic 
environment, and pattern of everyday interaction with his 
or her master or mistress, than a servant living in a three-
cell lobby-entry house. This changing everyday 
experience, I suggest, is part of the way attitudes towards 
'the individual' or 'privacy' would be learned. 
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The 'process of closure' must also be understood in its 
landscape context. I drew a contrast between patterns of 
change in sheep-corn and wood-pasture areas, and a 
parallel between closure of houses and enclosure of fields. 
Just as the open hall was actually subdivided into different 
areas of space (upper and lower ends, centre and 
margins), so open fields were divided. Just as houses 
became more divided, putting physical boundaries 
between different areas in a segmenting and enclosing 
drive, so were hedges put across the agrarian landscape. 

What was driving the process of closure? As I have 
described it above, houses seem to change themselves, 
with little reference to human beings. To give some idea 
of the changing cultural patterns of the time, I discussed 
the impact of Puritanism. Puritanism was a system of 
belief especially appealing to the middling sort, 
particularly in areas combining agriculture with rural 
industry such as Suffolk; traditional houses were built 
and used in the main by these social groups. Puritanism 
stressed the self, the distinction between inner and outer 
'man', and the need to order and discipline household 
and landscape. 

The account given above contains many generalisations, 
and the reader is referred to Housing CultureTor the many 
qualifications, elaborations and detailed reference to 
individual houses that are necessary at each point in the 
argument. In the remainder of this article I would like to 
address some of the broader issues that I have tried to 
raise, and in the process point to some avenues of future 
research. 

One of the most controversial elements of the argument is 
the link made between Puritanism and closure. It is worth 
repeating that I do not see Puritanism as 'explaining' or 
'causing' the process of closure. To quote, 'enclosure of 
houses and of fields was not caused by Puritanism: both 
are manifestations of a deeper social and culture shift, 
ripples betraying stronger and more complex economic, 
social and cultural currents beneath the surface of history' 
(Johnson 1993, 176). 

A link between religion and architecture may seem 
strange to our eyes, but it is important to remember that 
this was a period when religious, political and everyday 
beliefs were embedded one in another. Sexual morality, 
relations between husband and**wife and master and 
servant were quite naturally dealt with in the courts, as 
household order was part and parcel of political order. 
Each household was a little State; when people faced the 
altar in church, they also faced the Royal coat of arms 
above the chancel arch. Religious and magical belief, 
then, was part and parcel of everyday life, as Keith 
Thomas has elegantly shown (1971). The role of 
Puritanism in cultural conflict is also a matter of much 
controversy among historians. 

A second point is that the 'process of closure' must be 
seen as an even longer-term structure than the dates 1400-
1700 would allow. I do not want to discuss the vexed 
question of the nature of domestic architecture before 
1400 here, but 13th and 14th century houses were clearly 
less segregated still. At the other end of the period, fuller 
treatment is needed of the replacement of vernacular with 
pattern-book, symmetrical designs in the 18th century. 

People did not simply adopt symmetrical designs out of 
blind submission to fashion; such adoption was a 
conscious choice on their part between values of 
community and of class, between regional and national 
affiliation. The cultural context of medieval and 18th 
century housing are both areas that need much further 
work. 

A third point is one of method, of how we move from 
houses to history. It is perhaps an oversimplification to 
reduce variability in different houses to different 'types' 
as I have done above; such a method begs questions of 
where in fact types come from and their relationship to 
'reality'. We do not know enough in general about the 
relationship of builder to client; the way 'traditional' 
building patterns and forms are perpetuated or changed is 
an area that needs further research. Systematic collation 
of references to house types, for example in building 
contracts, is needed here, as well as to rare cases where 
builder and owner seem to have different ideas about what 
the house should look like. More broadly, I suggest that 
the idea of 'type' is one of the most under-examined 
concepts in archaeology and history. Often our worst 
pieces of jargon — words that obscure rather than clarify 
— are small, 'taken for granted' phrases like type, phase, 
period, region that we think we understand but which fall 
apart under close scrutiny. 

It is to state the obvious that in a few years Housing 
Culture will be seen as a flawed book. No text subject to 
academic scrutiny escapes this fate. Many outstanding 
studies have linked traditional architecture to local and 
regional economic trends, patterns of tenure, and so on. I 
have tried to do something very new, to relate houses to 
culture and mentalities, with few pre-existing models to 
draw on. I have already spotted innumerable things I 
would like to change. Nevertheless I believe passionately 
that the attempt was worth trying. 

Whether or not it has succeeded, I have tried to stand 
firmly and squarely in the best traditions of landscape 
history. As we accumulate more and more material on 
medieval landscape and housing, use ever more 
sophisticated statistical and scientific techniques to 
research ever more narrowly defined issues, use more and 
more jargon to say less and less, we move away from the 
only final justification of our work, to 'hear the women 
and men of the past talking and working, and creating 
what has come down to us' (Hoskins 1967,184). To hear 
those men and women, we must look not just at our 
material contextually, treating the landscape as a whole, 
but we must accept that past mentalities and values were 
entwined in that landscape. To do so may be very difficult 
- to write a new agenda for architectural and landscape 
history, combining new philosophies, new approaches, 
new techniques. But the difficulty of the task should not 
blind us to its necessity. 

References 
Hoskins, W. G. 1967. Fieldwork in Local History. London, Faber. 
Johnson, M. H. 1993. Housing Culture: Traditional Architecture in 

an English Landscape. London, University College London Press. 
Thomas, K. 1971. Religion and the Decline of Magic: Popular Beliefs 

in 16th and 17th Century England. London, Weidenfeld and 
Nicholson. 
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Medieval or later Rural Settlement in Scotland 
Defining, Understanding and Conserving an 

Archaeological Resource 
by Richard Hingley and Sally Foster 

This paper provides a summary of the research potential 
and conservation requirements of medieval or later rural 
settlement (MOLRS). By definition, the subject area 
focuses attention on the settlements and resource areas of 
the non-elite members of society and includes all aspects 
of settlement and field system remains (Note 1). While 
many of the highly visible remains across the Scottish 
uplands date from the eighteenth century onward, a range 
of authors have challenged the assumption that all sites, 
date to this time (for instance Corser 1982; RCAHMS 
1990b; Yeoman 1991, 113; Mackay 1993, 44). MOLRS 
sites actually date from the early historic period to the 
present day. 

This review builds on previous work and publications 
inspired by a project which has been established by 
Historic Scotland (see Hingley 1993 and Foster and 
Hingley 1994). An illustration shows areas of Scotland 
mentioned in the text (Fig 1). 

Defining 
MOLRS remains are important because they are the only 
surviving traces of so much of Scotland's past, of a 'silent' 
population which largely consisted of those without any 

N 
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Figure 1: Map of Scotland showing areas mentioned in 
text. 

great degree of material wealth. This is a mainly 
undocumented history which archaeology, and the wide 
range of disciplines which the subject embraces, is 
particularly well placed to both identify and interpret 
(Yeoman 1991, 112-3). It is also an area that has 
witnessed a comparative neglect in terms of excavation. 
Although intensive survey work has been undertaken for 
a number of years (RCAHMS 1990b; Corser 1993; Dixon 
1993), many archaeologists appear to be only just 
awakening to the importance of these remains (Yeoman 
1991; Mackay 1993). 

These sites are significant to many people. There has been 
a continuous sequence of establishment and abandonment 
of settlements throughout the prehistoric and historic 
periods of Scotland's past, but there was a distinct break 
in the late eighteenth and nineteenth century when many 
of the landscapes in Highland Scotland and elsewhere 
were depopulated. Some communities were 'Cleared' 
suddenly and wholesale from their ancestral homes (see 
Craig 1990; Richards 1982, 1985; Devine 1994), while 
others were forced out by economic pressure. Because of 
the scale of these 'Clearances', the traces of former 
settlement play a vital role in the cultural identity of many 
(see images in Maclean and Carrell 1986; Mackay 1993, 
50). People, both in Scotland and abroad, identify these 
deserted settlements as the homes of their dispossessed 
ancestors (Craig 1990). 

MOLRS landscapes are also important to the 
archaeologist, social historian and architectural historian 
because of their extent and the quality of their 
preservation. The remains often survive as upstanding 
features in a landscape which is now marginal but has 
been periodically used and abandoned at various stages 
in the past. Most of these areas have continued to be used 
extensively for sheep farming and deer hunting after the 
communities have gone. In addition to MOLRS remains, 
these extensive landscapes often include prehistoric 
settlements and ritual structures which survive beyond 
the margins of later settlement, or in areas between 
settlements (Halliday 1993). 

Yet these upland relict landscapes represent only 
fragments of a much wider environment in which it was 
the lowlands that were most densely and extensively 
exploited. Remains of all periods survive in the lowlands 
of southern and eastern Scotland, either fortuitously as 
undisturbed areas in cultivated landscapes or, more 
commonly, under modern ploughed fields or farm 
buildings (Hanson and Macinnes 1991; Corser 1993). A 
few of these sites have been located as crop marks, but 
others are discovered during fieldwalking and 
archaeological assessment or construction works. Over 
much of the north and west of the Scottish Highlands 
even the low lying areas were Cleared or abandoned 
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during the late eighteenth and nineteenth century, leaving 
well preserved landscapes of abandoned occupation and 
cultivation (e.g. Dunbeath [Caithness, Highland] in 
Hingley 1993, 57-8 and Waternish [Skye, Highland] in 
RCAHMS 1993a). 

Ironically, it is the ubiquity and extensive nature of these 
remains over much of Scotland, especially of their 
associated field systems, which has led to their increased 
destruction by modern changes of land-use, particularly 
afforestation (Proudfoot 1989). Some feel that remains 
which are so common have less individual importance. 
However, it could be argued in reply that the extent and 
complexity of MOLRS remains actually makes individual 
elements all the more important: as whole landscapes of 
settlement survive, losing elements will damage our 
understanding of the whole. 

Understanding 
Although, during the past ten years a great deal of survey 
work has been undertaken on MOLRS landscapes and 
large areas have now been mapped, mainly by the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments 
of Scotland (RCAHMS), very few buildings or field 
systems on these sites have been excavated. The field 
survey evidence indicates a range of forms of building 
across Scotland, but we do not have a detailed knowledge 
of the chronological development of these differing 
forms. 

Medieval houses have always been difficult to identify. 
However, the RCAHMS have recently defined a boat-
shaped house type that occurs in Perthshire as the 
Titcarmick-type house' (RCAHMS 1990a, 12-3). Two 
examples have recently been excavated and these may be 
medieval in date (Barrett and Downes 1995). Other 
medieval building types are attested by only a very few 
excavated examples (Yeoman 1991, 116-9). New 
discoveries are beginning to be made as a result of survey 
work elsewhere across Scotland (e.g. Homefarm, 
Wardhouse [Grampian]; Yeoman 1991 and Southdean 
[Borders]; RCAHMS 1994c) and this may eventually lead 
to the mapping of extensive early medieval and medieval 
settlement across much of the country. 

Many other rectangular buildings, and the settlements of 
which they form part, are post medieval and modern, at 
least in their final forms. On many^of the settlements in 
the uplands of Scotland the houses, associated buildings 
and enclosures survive as grass-grown foundations; the 
superstructure of these buildings which would have been 
of perishable material has been lost (see Fairhurst's study 
of Rosal, Strathnaver [Sutherland; Highland]; 1968). On 
other settlements the buildings survive to the eaves and 
form almost complete structures which retain much of 
their architectural interest (Fenton and Walker 1981; 
Walker and McGregor 1993). The substantial remains of 
standing buildings are invariably late in date but the 
examples which survive as foundations include medieval 
and later examples. 

As well as the houses, the settlements contain barns, kilns, 
and kiln-barns (Fenton 1976); some at least of which are 
of medieval date (Yeoman 1991, 118). Surrounding the 
buildings are systems of enclosures and the fields of the 
settlement, including the infield and rough pasture beyond 
the head dyke (Yeoman 1991; Dixon 1994; Dodgshon 

1994). These fields have seen very little detailed 
investigation (Yeoman 1991, 119; Foster and Hingley 
1994), yet recent work has begun to show some of the 
potential significance behind the various different forms 
of system and this should throw light on the broader 
economic patterns of land-use (Dodgshon 1994; 
Davidson and Simpson 1994). 

At a considerable distance there are sometimes shieling 
grounds, with shieling buildings (Fenton 1976, 124-46). 
These insubstantial buildings were the summer homes of 
those sections of the population who followed the animals 
to the grazing grounds. Documentary sources show that 
the shieling system was very extensive across Scotland 
but these often relate to the later phases in the working of 
the system (Fenton, op. cit.; Bil 1990). Recent excavation 
at Torrin on Skye (Highland) suggest that the shieling 
system goes well back into the medieval period 
(Wildgoose 1994; Roger Miket, pers. comm.). 

The extent and complexity of these preserved farming 
systems is not easily matched elsewhere in north-western 
Europe and the Scottish evidence contains information 
about variations in domestic life and economic 
organisation between differing areas of the country. 
Regional patterning can be illustrated with two examples. 
In some areas of Highland Region blocks of cultivated 
land and settlement are virtually continuous, following 
the contour with rough grazing uphill. An example of this 
pattern is the area of Waternish on Skye recently surveyed 
by the RCAHMS (RCAHMS 1993a; Dixon 1993, 25-
30). In other areas there are islands of settlement and 
cultivation in broader areas of rough grazing - this is the 
pattern around Rosal in Strathnaver, Sutherland (Hingley 
1993, figure 35) and also in the Strath of Kildonan, 
Sutherland (RCAHMS 1993b; Dixon 1993). 

There are also more subtle patterns in the evidence. For 
instance, Dixon has noted that on Watemish individual 
longhouses usually have a range of ancillary buildings 
and a kiln barn, while in the Strath of Kildonan 
(Sutherland; Highland) groups of three or four longhouses 
often share a barn and communal kiln (1993). This 
suggests interesting differences in the organisation of 
family groups in the two areas. 

Patterns are, therefore, beginning to be recognised mainly 
through the excellent work of the RCAHMS. This work 
has yet to be followed by excavation and detailed 
documentary research which would help to fill in details 
of how these communities were organised. As already 
mentioned, only a few buildings have been excavated 
(Note 2) and these excavations are not yet extensive 
enough to provide a detailed understanding of the social 
life of past communities, or how this varied through time 
or from area to area. They are, however, beginning to 
show the potential of the information that can be obtained. 
The excavations by AOC (Scotland) Ltd. of the site at 
Lairg (Sutherland; Highland) has concentrated on one 
longhouse - one half of the building was shown to be a 
byre and the other a kitchen and sleeping area. Several 
phases of construction probably in the early nineteenth 
century were distinguished (McCullagh 1991). 

Further excavations of MOLRS buildings will tell the 
archaeologist more about the developments of 
architecture and the social organisation of their 
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occupants. Documentary historians have a vital part to 
play in the study of the later settlements. For instance at 
Badinloskin in Strathnaver (Sutherland; Highland), we 
can still locate a number of houses and it was from one of 
these that William Chisholm was evicted by Patrick Sellar 
on 13 June 1814. Chisholm's mother-in-law was also 
evicted and died a few days after this notorious action of 
Clearance (Bangor-Jones 1993,40). On St Kilda, visitor's 
accounts of the island tell us the names of the individual 
families who lived in the houses that were excavated by 
Durham University in the late 1980s (Emery forth
coming). 

Of at least equal importance is the potential of historic 
sources to provide a wider context within which MOLRS 
remains can be placed (Foster and Hingley 1994, 138). 
They can tell us about the social and economic context of 
the communities and the events which affected the people 
who lived on these sites (e.g. Devine 1994). 

Conserving 
MOLRS remains regularly come under threat from a 
variety of developments: for instance, forestry, rebuilding 
as holiday homes (Swanson 1993), road construction 
projects (McCullagh 1991), agricultural improvements 
and pipeline construction. While on the whole it has been 
possible to argue for the protection of the settlement core, 
the field systems have often fared less well (Hingley 1993; 
Swanson 1993). 

In the past Historic Scotland has protected MOLRS 
remains through the use of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979, because of their 
outstanding characteristics (see Hingley 1993 for two 
case studies). However, three constraints pertain: 

• we have to be able to argue for the national importance 
of the remains before they can be scheduled and we have 
to be able to justify our choices; 

• we cannot easily protect the rough pasture and the areas 
between settlements using this legislation, although we 
have some control over inappropriate developments 
which affect the setting of scheduled ancient monuments; 

• we have to be selective - we cannot adopt a policy that 
argues for the protection of all surviving MOLRS remains 
through scheduling (Hingley 1993). 

Scheduling is not, however, the only method for 
protecting archaeological sites. Regional and District 
Councils are required to take archaeological remains into 
account in determining planning applications and since 
the late 1980s the Forestry Commission has not paid grant 
for planting on important archaeological remains 
(Barclay 1992). As a result, increasing numbers of sites 
and landscapes are being protected by a variety of means. 
Not all MOLRS sites can be protected from development, 
but it is Government policy, as expressed in National 
Planning Policy Guidelines 5 on Archaeology and 
Planning, that when sites cannot be protected, the 
developer should arrange for a record of remains to be 
made in advance of their destruction (this includes 
excavation, post-excavation and publication of the 
results). 

In 1991 Historic Scotland recognised that a range of 
archaeological resource managers in Scotland were 

facing challenges in providing an archaeological response 
to development proposals involving these sites and 
organised a seminar to discuss relevant issues. This 
resulted in a publication (Hingley [ed] 1993). An 
Advisory Group was set up by Historic Scotland in 1992 
and has since met regularly to discuss how the wider 
issues relating to MOLRS can be progressed. 

A number of projects have been carried out and others 
are planned. These are all aimed at expanding our 
understanding of the resource and to aid cultural resource 
managers to manage the resource more effectively. One 
study has involved the compilation of a Secondary 
Sources index and a register of individuals currently 
involved in MOLRS work (Clapham 1993). A second 
study was designed to assess the direct value of 
documentary sources to the protection and management 
of MOLRS sites. This involved an area of Kyle and 
Carrick (Argyll; Strathclyde) where there are numerous 
well preserved remains which continue to be actively 
threatened (Watson 1993). The study demonstrated that 
the considerable documentary evidence could not 
regularly be associated with specific archaeological 
remains and the main value of the report was the provision 
of a wider historical context into which MOLRS remains 
could be placed (Foster and Hingley 1994, 138). The 
approach to preservation should seek to embrace not only 
the historical dimension of the landscape, but also 
recognise the potential contribution of the physical 
remains to an understanding of the past. 

Historic Scotland's view is that there are three principal 
considerations in assessing the importance of MOLRS 
remains may be defined: 

• the potential of a site to address important academic 
questions, 

• the presence of well defined field characteristics which 
can be used to assess importance, 

• the importance of historical associations or place in the 
consciousness of modem populations (Foster and Hingley 
1994, 138). 

These are obviously no more than general terms which 
can be applied at local, regional or national level by local 
societies, Regional Archaeologists and Historic Scotland. 
This is of importance because not all remains worthy of 
preservation will be scheduled under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979; 
however, they may be considered for protection by more 
local means, including the planning system, 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Woodland Grant 
Scheme agreements (Breeze 1993; Macinnes 1993). 

The three considerations above are obviously not 
mutually exclusive, but the first point will often be the 
most important: it subsumes archaeological, 
environmental, historical and other types of potential. The 
research issues should provide the more specific 
framework for preservation. While in some cases sites 
might be preserved because of historical associations (for 
instance the site at Badinloskin, discussed above), in most 
cases the justification would be an informed assessment 
of the potential of the physical remains to address key 
issues, defined within a multi-disciplinary perspective. 
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It is the definition of the research issues which will now 
hopefully engage those interested in this subject. Glasgow 
University Archaeological Research Division have 
recently completed a project which aimed to define 
research perspectives (Atkinson 1995) and discussions 
between interested parties are continuing. 

A particular topic which has been highlighted by recent 
work is the potential of field systems. As noted above, 
these systems are particularly at risk from certain forms 
of development and cannot always be preserved. For this 
reason, Historic Scotland organised a second seminar in 
1994 to look at the research potential and preservation 
needs of MOLRS field systems and the papers from that 
seminar and a complementary seminar on soils have been 
published (Foster and Smout [eds] 1994). Several of these 
papers directly assess what types of information field 
systems can provide for the archaeologist and the soil 
scientist (e.g. Dodgshon 1994; Davidson and Simpson 
1994). In addition a studentship has been established by 
Stirling University and AOC (Scotland) Ltd. (Donald 
Davidson, pers comm). This aims to classify the 
morphology of field systems in various parts of Scotland 
based on survey work undertaken by the RCAHMS. Soil 
work will be directed to differing types of rig cultivation 
and other cultivated areas identified from field survey in 
order to establish the soil micromorphology for differing 
types of landuse. These are clearly vital topics to address 
if we are to be able to judge which field systems are the 
most important to preserve for future research. 

Finally, one of the main observations to come out of the 
1991 seminar was the value of an inter-disciplinary 
research project to pull all the relevant disparate research 
interests behind MOLRS together. The National Trust 
for Scotland is currently in the early stages of considering 
establishing just such a project to investigate a very well 
preserved MOLRS landscape with excellent documentary 
sources close to Ben Lawers, Loch Tay (Tayside; Robin 
Turner, pers comm). The potential of this project to 
expand both the academic and public understanding of 
these remains is considerable. 

As well as protection, archaeological sites often require 
active management, particularly with the current decline 
of hill farming in Scotland which makes sites vulnerable 
to the natural regeneration of trees (e.g. Macinnes 1993; 
Foster and Hingley 1994, 139-40). It is, therefore, 
particularly rewarding, to see how many sites and 
landscapes are being protected and positively managed 
through the participation of farmers in the 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas scheme, which extends 
to 19% of Scotland. Remains ranging in importance from 
local to national can all receive protection from 
potentially damaging farming practices or potentially 
harmful neglect (Foster and Hingley 1994, 140). 
Additionally, some farmers are claiming an optional 
payment for managing these landscapes in a manner 
which will enhance their long term preservation. 

Looking to the future, MOLRS remains are likely to be 
conserved through predominantly non-archaeological 
forms of landscape designation and management. 

To this end, Historic Scotland is liaising closely with 
other interested parties, particularly Scottish Natural 

Heritage, whose remit includes environmental education 
and countryside recreation. 

Summary 
Historic Scotland's interest in MOLRS is based on the 
premise that these archaeological remains are important 
to a wide cross-section of the Scottish people. They are of 
relevance not just to archaeologists and historians as 
repositories of important data, but also to all who have an 
interest in the countryside and its past. The scarcity of 
detailed survey work is being remedied by the work of 
the RCAHMS in various areas of Scotland but detailed 
understanding is lacking because of the scarcity of 
excavated evidence. However, MOLRS research is 
becoming a significant topic of research within Scotland 
and it is to be hoped that more inter-disciplinary projects 
will occur in the near future. In ten years time we should 
know a considerable amount more about the MOLRS 
resource. 

NOTES 
1: It is necessary, however, as part of the study to relate these sites to 

the broader cultural landscapes of which they formed part (in 
particular the social elite, ecclesiastical and industrial 
connections). 

2: For instance Fairhurst's pioneering excavations at Rosal 
(Sutherland; Highland; 1968) and Lix (Perthshire; 1969) and 
more recent excavations at settlements on St Kilda (Emery 
forthcoming), at Lairg (Sutherland; Highland; McCullagh 1991), 
on shielings on Skye (Highland; Wildgoose 1994) and at 
Springwood Park (Borders; Dixon 1988). 
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The Monuments Protection Programme: Medieval 
Settlements Project 

by Brian Roberts and Stuart Wrathmell 

During 1994-5 the authors completed the second phase 
of their Medieval Settlement Project for English Heritage 
(see Annual Report 8, 1993, 15). Stuart Wrathmell's 
(S W) task was to review and enhance the lists of medieval 
settlement sites which could be put forward for field 
evaluation by Monuments Protection Programme (MPP) 
staff; Brian Robert's (BKR) task was to prepare national 
maps of terrain and rural settlement variation which could 
be used to inform the process of site selection. 

The Site Selection Project 
Over the past twelve months all English County Sites and 
Monuments Records (SMRS) have been contacted, and 
almost all have been visited, in order to review the MPP 
scores for deserted villages and shrunken/shifted 
medieval villages. (Sites which score relatively high 
values across a number of criteria are put forward for 
field evaluation as candidates for statutory protection.) 
The purpose of the review has been threefold: to achieve 
greater consistency in the levels of scoring than had been 
reached previously; to give greater weight in scoring to 
the issues of site survival and archaeological potential, 
and to acquire information on additional sites - whether 
villages, hamlets or dispersed farmsteads which for one 
reason or another had not been included in the original 
MPP scoring process. 

Thanks to the generous assistance of all the SMRs 
contacted, it has been possible to create database entries 
for nearly 1700 sites of nucleated and dispersed medieval 
settlement which seem, on the available evidence, to be 
worthy of MPP field evaluation. Add to these the several 
hundred moated sites which are already being evaluated 
on the basis of earlier MPP scoring (precise figures are 
not yet available), and it becomes clear that something 
like 10% of the total number of medieval vills or 
townships could be represented by one or more Scheduled 
settlement sites before the end of this century. 

The high-scoring sites, invariably included in the 
selection, are accompanied by others which have 
achieved modest scores. These have been added in the 
light of BKR's definition of settlement zones, in order to 
ensure that the selection reflects in some measure the 
diversity of England's rural settlement. The settlement 
zone mapping is discussed below. 

The review has, of course, taken place within the limits of 
available site records: the SMR holdings; the old MRVG 
records kindly made available in summary form by the 
National Monuments Record and information from 
researchers active in various regions. The distribution of 
selected sites indicates some major gaps which could not 
be filled by the addition of lower scoring sites, gaps which 
may be due to a lack of deserted settlement sites, or simply 
a lack of records for such sites. These wider problems 
will be explored in the third phase of the Project. 

The Mapping Project: Sources 
Building upon an experimental national map of mid-

nineteenth century nucleations (Roberts 1990), three 
fundamental settlement provinces were identified in the 
first phase of this project: (1) central, a region defined by 
the presence of very large numbers of nucleations, and 
whose lateral boundaries established the limits of two 
others, (2) the south and east, and (3) the north and west; 
in (2) and (3) nucleations were thinner on the ground, and 
large areas were either virtually devoid of settlement or 
wholly dominated by dispersion. The mapping objective 
for phase two has been to create two maps for England, 
first a map of rural settlement, including both nucleated 
and dispersed settlement, and second, as an essential 
interpretational context, a map of terrain types, sum
marizing the varied qualities of physical landscapes. 

The map of 1990 was based upon the OS Old Series one 
inch maps published by Brian Harley for David and 
Charles. Replotting, at a scale of quarter inch to the mile 
draws upon the editions published between 1975 and 
1991 by Harry Margery of Lympne Castle, Kent, a map 
not presented here because it is still in draft form. This 
foundation distribution, records approximately eight 
thousand locations, and while an effort has been made to 
include all nucleated settlements, certain fundamental 
limitations are present: 

(a) the temporal range of the maps, falling between 1809 
and 1866, means that the cross-section cannot represent a 
single narrow time-slice; the maps south of the Humber-
Mersey line fall between 1809 and 1824, while those to 
the north fall between 1840 and 1866; 

(b) individual maps vary in quality and style and 
settlements were recorded using at least three contrasting 
cartographic styles; (1) with the settlement detail 
somewhat exaggerated with respect to true scale, clearly 
deriving from eighteenth century roots and seen in the 
south-eastern counties, (2) a rather hesitant style, 
'approximating' the detail of buildings and their 
associated property boundaries, found in parts of northern 
England, and finally (3) a crisp formal style, portraying 
great detail to the highest standards of accuracy. 

Mapping Nucleations: the Methodology 
These variations, complicated because they apply to 
settlements that vary greatly in size and innate 
complexity, have been resolved by identifying five 
categories of nucleations on the basis of size and 
morphological complexity: 

category A, indisputably urban concentrations; 
category B, large villages and market towns; 

category C, average, middle-sized villages; 
category D, small villages and hamlets, and 
category E, the smallest hamlets identifiable as 
nucleations, a category which inevitably merges with 
the recording of dispersed settlement. 

There is no way of objectivising this process, for the 
grading is based wholly upon the author's experience; 
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nevertheless, were the exercise to be repeated by another 
hand, it would generate a map similar in all its essentials, 
but the subjective aspect must kept in mind when 
interpreting the finer detail of the distribution, particularly 
at the threshold of the category E hamlets where 
cartographic variation has the maximum impact. All 
nucleations are mapped by means of simple size-graded 
round dots and no attempt has been made to record 
morphological variations. What appears is simply a 
reflection of an assessment of the relative size of each 
cluster. Neither has the question of composite or 
polyfocal plans been resolved: if the individual elements 
appear clearly as separate entities at the scale of 1:63,360, 
then they are recorded separately otherwise a single 
symbol is used. To record in more detail would need 
county scale mapping using 1:10,560 maps as a source. 
Further, it should be emphasised that the size of the 
mapped symbol is not in any way related to the size of the 
population within each nucleation: this is a separate 
question, while the troubled problem of defining towns is 
simply by-passed by this technique. 

This mapping generates an intensely visual result: all 
those concerned with landscapes can reach into and 
explore the patterns which appear. The process is easiest 
where there are external reference points, coastline or a 
major boundary, and is most difficult amid the great 
nebula of nucleated settlements seen in the inner 
Midlands, extending north-eastwards into the Vale of 
York and south-westwards into Somerset. The effects of 
the Chalk, the impact of the Lincolnshire scarplands, the 
voids of the North York Moors and Dartmoor are 
immediately evident, while the complex intricacy of 
Somerset begs closer study. Above all, this map -not yet 
in a form which can be reproduced here - asks questions 
and places each locality into a national scene. 

Mapping Dispersion: the Methodology 
Variations in the density and the sizes of nucleations 
allow the three provinces, some sub-provinces and some 
local regions to be defined, but the blank areas - regions 
lacking nucleations - must be accounted for in terms of 
two other factors: those zones substantively devoid of 
settlement - upland, forest, fen and marsh - and those 
wholly dominated by dispersion. Mapping dispersion 
presents a great challenge: to map every dispersed 
settlement would be a massive task, and the final map 
would not bear photographic reduction, so that some sort 
of generalising procedure must be adopted. This was done 
by taking as a sampling unit a square representing four 
square kilometres at a scale of one inch to one mile 
(1:63,360) and then counting the number of elements of 
dispersed settlement present within each sample -
farmsteads and other dwellings. These samples were 
chosen subjectively: they were selected to avoid including 
mapped nucleations and to avoid spanning obvious lines 
of contrast, for example between inby and open fell, 
between settled land and marsh and fen, or between 
rurality and suburbs. Characteristic countrysides were 
sought. 

This process was not without problems: to try to 
standardise counting procedures two methods were used. 
First, counts cannot be absolutely reliable, for what 
actually appears on the OS maps is frequently ambiguous 

- thus while many farmsteads are named, it is impossible 
to distinguish between others and mere field barns. 
Accordingly, a stepped scaling system was adopted, 
arrived at by counting the elements of dispersion present, 
and then relating the actual count to a series of thresholds 
on an experimentally devised scale. The scale adopted-
0, 1,2, 3, 5, 8, 13,21, 34 - is useful because it magnifies 
the importance of slight variations in density at the lower 
end, and is in fact based upon the Golden Mean, with 
each number above 1 being multiplied by 1.618 to create 
the next level. This has attracted artists and 
mathematicians since the medieval period, and the 
Fibonacci ratio which underlies it is the foundation of the 
helix. An alternative derivation is to add each number to 
that preceding it in the sequence to obtain that above it! 
This ratio scale has the merit that the steps can, with a 
little practice, readily be identified by the eye at a glance. 
There are parallels here with using a Munsell Soil Colour 
chart or the Troelo-Smith system of describing 
unconsolidated sediments. A working paper is being 
prepared which describes and illustrates this methodology 
in detail. 

Secondly, between the hamlets of category E and the 
single elements of dispersed patterns - farmsteads, 
dwelling houses and cottages - are to be found the 
smallest hamlets, a category most vulnerable to variations 
in cartographic technique, being clearly seen on some 
maps, but not on others. Unfortunately English maps, 
unlike come Continental examples, do not consistently 
identify farmsteads: many are of course named, but by no 
means all, and in very small clusters, two and three-
farmstead hamlets, it is not always possible to identify the 
difference between, for instance, the ministerial dwellings 
- cottages and the like - attached to one large farmstead, 
the presence of large numbers of outbuildings attached to 
a single farmstead, or the presence of several small 
independent steadings. Industrial elements, mills, forges 
and factories raise further questions. However, as the 
dispersion count proceeded, these small, ambiguous 
hamlets were noted, and the count then expressed as a 
'fraction'; for instance, 13/H4 means that of the base 
count of 13 dispersed elements within a 4 X 4 km. sample 
square, four are small hamlets rather than single 
farmsteads or dwelling houses. For the base count each 
such small hamlet is seen as a single unit. 

Initial experiments suggested that these mapping 
techniques did indeed differentiate between settlement 
regions. Of course, a degree of subjectivity is involved 
arriving at a score: for instance, a count of 16 or 17 must 
be recorded as either 13 or 21. and a count of 4 as 3 or 5, 
but experience assisted this process (e.g. in the Yorkshire 
Dales the many field barns must be taken into account). 
In short, this stepped hierarchy allows a succession of 
rational subjective judgements to be made within the 
undoubted limitations of the maps. While two workers 
might well disagree when score of 5 and 8 are involved, 
they are likely to be in accord over differences between 5 
and 13. Of course, were the exercise to be repeated, 
different samples would inevitably be selected and 
different scores counted, but there are grounds for 
thinking that the overall picture would confirm the same 
broad lineaments of the intensity of dispersion. With a 
topdown method, this is all that can be sought. 
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ENGLAND: SETTLEMENT PROVINCES, 

SUB-PROVINCES & LOCAL REGIONS 

CWRTD 

Based upon 19th, C. source 
material (the Old Series 
One Inch to One Mile maps) this 
map defines local 
regions, sub-provinces and 
provinces which 
can t>e defined on the basis of their 
settlement characteristics. 
Each sub-province is designated by 
a short code, 
e.g. CINMD.. for use within a 
computer filing system. 
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Figure 2 

Boundaries: Provincial, Regional and Local 
The boundaries of local regions are derived from a 
comparison of four maps: the distribution of nucleations, 
the map of dispersion scores, the terrain map and a 
provisional map of all the areas lacking settlement derived 
by assembling all of the county maps of woodlands, rough 
pasture and common lands recorded by the Land 
Utilisation Survey of the 1930s ~ a surrogate for what is 
really needed, a national map of eighteenth century 
common lands and woodlands. Three categories of 

regional boundary can be identified, (a) provincial 
boundaries, (b) sub-provincial boundaries, and (c) local 
boundaries. This mosaic of cells appears as Figure 2. It is 
important to understand that each of the local regions can 
be described in terms of its mid-nineteenth century 
settlement characteristics, i.e. the presence, absence and 
intensity of both nucleation and dispersion. While it is 
not intended to create and publish all of these local 
descriptions - for they have been derived from a process 
ofmap to map comparison - the profiles of the settlement 
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characteristics of each of the sub-provinces are being 
prepared, and will incorporate comment upon significant 
local regional contrasts. 

The provincial boundaries represent major breaks in 
settlement characteristics and were readily identified by 
earlier travellers and scholars; Leland noted breaks 
between 'champagne ground' and 'woodland', the former 
dominated by open field lands, the latter 'much enclosed 
and plentiful of gres\ Harrison, in the sixteenth century, 
wrote,' it is so, that our soil being divided into champagne 
ground and woodland, the houses of the first lie 
uniform lie builded in eurie town together, with streets 
and lanes; whereas in the woodland countries (except here 
and there in great market townes) they stand scattered 
abroad, each one dwelling in the midst of his owne 
occupieng'. This division, perhaps more challengingly, 
was noted by Rackham as a contrast between 'planned' 
and 'ancient' landscapes. The provincial boundaries are 
usually closely defined on the basis of a sharp drop in 
presence and concentration of nucleated settlements. Sub-
provincial boundaries are definable where well-marked 
breaks appear within a major province; sometimes these 
can be identified using the density and number of 
nucleations, while in other cases variation in the character 
of dispersed settlement is used. When the terrain map is 
eventually published it will be appreciated that where 
terrain contrasts are clearly associated with settlement 
contrasts then the map of settlement regions 
acknowledges this fact: nevertheless, circular arguments 
are not involved, for the terrain map has not in fact been 
used to construct the settlement map. 

Figure 2 is presented at one stage of its development. 
There is little doubt that come of the larger 'local regions' 
e.g. C1NM1D2, could be further subdivided. 
Nevertheless, subject to many caveats and qualifications, 
this mosaic, based upon mid-nineteenth century 
settlement characteristics, forms a working tool and a 
foundation for further research and management. For 
these purposes each sub-province has been given a five 
letter code, keyed to the province of which it is a part and 
with space for local regional designations. This coding 
has been used by SW as a field within a site selection 
database. 

Dispersed Settlement: The National Picture 
The central province (Fig. 2) is dominated by nucleated 
settlements, while dispersed settlements predominate in 
the northern and western and south-eastern provinces. 
This much could be gleaned from the 1990 map of 
nucleations and work by earlier scholars such as Harry 
Thorpe (Watson and Sissons 1964, Fig. 47); it is well-
established and well-known. Figure 3 presents the results 
of mapping dispersion using the methodology described 
above. To create this map the scores for individual 
samples, 2/HO, 13/H4, 34/H5 and the like, have been 
converted into an intensity scale which is descriptive, 
ranging between 'extremely low densities' and 'very low 
densities', to 'extremely high densities'. Broadly 
speaking, the denser the shading the greater the 
concentration of dispersed settlement elements in the 
landscape, and - subject to the limitations of the method 
- it is possible to make comparisons across the map, for 
example between East Anglia and the Welsh Borderlands. 

Basically, this has been achieved by simply shading each 
cell of the mosaic of local regions. 

In practice, the map of dispersion measures generates two 
types of local region: homogeneous, those dominated by 
one type of dispersion score, and heterogenous, those 
dominated by variable scores. The result was rarely a 
chaotic intermixing, but the local regions usually involved 
a mixture of two characteristic scores. Thus, the key is 
devised in such a way as to permit both the scale of 
variations in intensity and homogenous and heterogenous 
(= mixed) zones to be identified in a visually simple way; 
indeed in only three local regions has the presence of 
'wide contrasts' been specifically recorded. Not yet 
perfect, the graded scale gradually intensifies in a zig-zag 
sequence from extremely low to extremely high densities. 
The open stipple has yet to be incorporated in the map, 
but will eventually show those small areas with the very 
highest dispersion scores. It is fair to say that while the 
broad manner in which the map has been generated must 
be grasped - counts within samples, the placing of each 
count within a score category within an experimentally 
derived scale, the identification of regional assemblies of 
dispersion scores - the end-product can be 'read' as a 
reasonably direct measure of what is present in the 
nineteenth century sources. The intention is to use this 
distribution as a shaded base, over which can be 
superimposed all of the recorded nucleations, creating a 
summary national map of mid-nineteenth century 
settlement. 

Questions of Interpretation 
The distribution of dispersion seen in Figure 3 is the result 
of centuries, possibly millennia, of the operation of 
complex historical processes: these extend backwards 
from the most 'recent' developments of the nineteenth 
and eighteenth centuries to remoter periods, and each 
century will have added new elements to the overall 
distribution. The map is a summation of these temporal 
processes. That a proportion of the boundaries identified 
are truly 'medieval' is hardly in doubt, but this is 
emphatically not a map of medieval settlement, and 
should not be read as such. While the contrast between 
south-eastern and north-western Warwickshire is of 
known antiquity and undoubtedly represents an ancient 
portion of the provincial boundary between the central 
and the northern and western province, the more subtle 
contrast between CEMID.. and CINMD.. has already 
generated debate. It is not understood, but does indeed 
appear to be present within more detailed local maps 
created by David Hall as part of his work on field systems: 
it seems sufficiently secure not to be dismissed as a mere 
fiction of the methodology and represents a subtle change 
in the local densities of intercalated dispersion within sub-
provinces dominated by nucleation. Nevertheless, the 
nineteenth century maps upon which the distribution is 
based create a picture at a time when the intercalated 
dispersed farmsteads of the central province reached 
numbers only achieved after the enclosure movement had 
led to significant increases in their numbers. In earlier 
centuries the provincial contrast would have been even 
more stark. 

The two maps published here establish a framework for 
comparison, management and research which will present 
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Figure 3 

questions and challenges. They are not and should not be 
seen as 'graven in stone', but will need correction and 
refinement. 

Directions in Rural Settlement Studies 
It is possible to classify recent approaches to the study of 
medieval rural settlements under several heads, each 
separate, yet each dependent upon the others. First, the 
approach exemplified by the mapping procedures 
described above is a logical extension of foundation 
studies of deserted villages and moated sites, but reaches 
towards the identification and characterisation of 
regionally distinct settlement landscapes. By adopting a 
top-down approach it seeks to generate broad 
perspectives within which studies at the scale of sub-
provinces and local regions can be framed. Much 
collateral work has been undertaken as part of defining 
the mosaic seen in Figure 2, for example Robert Shirley 

has created a map of all the settlements using the term 
'green' as a second element, as in Potters Green or 
Danzey Green, while BKR has also mapped 'ends' and 
'streets': the results correlate with the provincial pattern 
seen in Figure 3. Experiments with mapping settlement 
for large areas at a scale of half inch to the mile will help 
both to verify the generalisations of the small scale maps 
and bridge to more detailed work. Much correlative study 
must be undertaken, and the questions so raised may at 
times be uncomfortable. 

There are, of course, other equally valid approaches, 
some conditioned by the demands of research, others by 
the demands of management. One alternative approach is 
exemplified by the third of a century of work at Wharram 
Percy, and the importance of such detailed, sustained site-
specific investigations is well-proven. Similar detailed 
investigations are now emerging, for example at 
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Shapwick in Somerset. On a broader scale, the work 
undertaken by Chris Dyer and his co-workers is 
concerned with the selection of sites which have both a 
high potential for archaeological investigation but in 
contexts where rich documentary support exists. A third 
approach voices the need to move beyond the artifacts of 
settlement, beyond the patterns, the plans and the house-
forms, indeed beyond the basic reconstruction of a 
settlement's economic life, to penetrate the society and 
lifestyles of the communities, seeing the artifacts as icons 
of cultural identity. Finally, this present work was 
initiated by the need to manage the fragile resource left to 
us as landscape elements. This task necessarily involves 
both national organisations and the local archaeologists, 
who have the difficult task of dealing with the larger scale 
research questions and management objectives and at the 
same time grappling with the day to day pressures of the 
planning process. 

None of these approaches are mutually exclusive, all are 

Having decided to carry out research on your local village 
or area how do you go about locating relevant historical 
and archaeological information ? 

There are a number of accessible sources of information 
available both on a local and national level which can be 
used to further your research. 

On a local level there is the Sites and Monuments Record 
(S.M.R.'s). All County Councils, National Parks, former 
Metropolitan authorities and a few District Councils hold 
a database of known archaeological sites within their area. 
The information is gathered from excavations and 
surveys, aerial photographs, chance finds and historical 
sources such as documents and maps. Information can 
usually be sent on request or an appointment can be made 
to view by contacting the relevant County Archaeologist. 
Some S.M.R.'s charge for this service. As most S.M.R.'s 
contain material in addition to the basic records such as 
finds, photographs, site plans, original field notes, maps 
etc. a visit will often provide more information than just a 
request for a copy of the records held on the database. To 
find out where your local S.M.R. is located telephone 
your local County Council, contact the editor or check in 
Current Archaeology which prints a list of all 
archaeological sections or units once a year. 

County archaeology and planning departments also hold 
aerial photographs. These range from the 1940's R.A.F. 
series and Meridian series taken for census purposes to 
more recent coverage of individual sites. Aerial photo
graphs are particularly useful for revealing features such 
as cropmarks or soil marks which are not visible on the 
ground and the earlier series show the landscape prior to 
the large scale development which has occurred since the 
last war. 

necessary, indeed more could be defined; but now more 
than ever there is a need to be aware of the common 
questions and common objectives which bind each to the 
other. We believe that the maps presented here, and the 
others in preparation, have a value and a place. Working 
drafts rather than final immutable products, they can be 
used to inform the process of pragmatic site evaluation 
within MPP, but beyond that are intended to open and to 
focus debate by presenting in a tangible form the diversity 
of regional settlement in England. Such research maps 
are tools which require use and reuse to give all that is 
possible: they nourish the imagination and stimulate 
questions: they are a foundation for further work not an 
end-product of work achieved. 
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Your local reference library can be another source of 
information. They often hold archaeological and 
historical journals and publications, antiquarian books 
and aerial photographs. The Victoria County history 
series is particularly useful and covers most of the 
country. 

If your local authority maintains an archive department 
this can hold a variety of historical maps such as tithe 
maps and tithe returns, estate maps and First Edition O. S. 
maps. In addition church records listing births, marriages 
and deaths are sometimes held and these can date back to 
the medieval period. 

At a national level the Royal Commission on the 
Historical Monuments of England holds the National 
Monuments Record (N.M.R.) now based in Swindon. 
This consists of three main parts: 

the National Archaeological Record (N.A.R.) 
the National Building Record (N.B.R.) 
the National Library of Aerial Photographs (N.L.A.P.) 

They can supply information on request from their 
catalogues and databases and provide photographic 
copies of material held in archives. Photographs, 
drawings and field notes are held and a reference library 
of over 32,000 books is available. In particular the 
Medieval Settlement Research Group records are held 
here. 

Basic access to collections is free but a charge is made for 
certain services. The contact address is: 

NMR Customer Services 
National Monuments Record Centre 
Kemble Drive 
Swindon 
SN2 2GZ 

Sources of Information on Medieval Settlement 
by Lesley Stanley 
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Medieval Settlement in Wales: 5th - 15th centuries 
CONFERENCE REPORT 

11TH WELSH ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 10TH - 11TH DECEMBER 1994 

by C. Dyer with contributions from Nancy Edwards 

A CONFERENCE HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF WALES AT BANGOR 

This conference was organised by the School of History 
and Welsh History at the University College of Wales, 
Bangor, with financial assistance from the Countryside 
Council for Wales and was attended by 120 people.. 

Stephen Rippon, "Landscape evolution on the Gwent 
Levels: methodology and results of the Gwent Levels 
Historic Landscape Study". 

This multi-disciplinary survey uses maps, documents, air 
photographs, earthworks survey and all other available 
data, and is based on techniques of retrogressive analysis. 
The work depends on an understanding of the technology 
of land drainage and sea defence, and shows that in the 
Roman period a systematic organisation of channels and 
ditches was constructed and the drained area was 
extended. This was followed by a regression in the post-
Roman period and then a considerable expansion in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. By c. 1200 the one row 
village of Whitson was laid out with long strips of land 
attached to each toft. Land use changed from rough 
pasture to arable in the high middle ages, and then 
reverted to pastoralism in the late medieval period. 

David Longley, "The royal courts of the kings of 
Gwynedd: AD 400-1283". 

This study again involves a combination of documentary 
and topographical analysis in order to identify on the 
ground the royal sites of the kings of Gwynedd. Starting 
points are the Welsh laws with their assumption of a 
regular organisation of settlements, with 48 townships in 
each cantref, with 2 of the townships set apart for the 
king. Each royal centre consists of llys (dwelling and 
demesne) and a bond township or maerdref. Although 
there are difficulties in locating these sites precisely on 
the ground, a combination of documents and archaeology 
allows some to be identified. There was a tendency for 
some of the settlements around the royal centres to grow 
and ultimately to develop into proto-towns. The royal 
centres themselves at an early date are found in re-used 
hill forts, but later on, as in contemporary Scotland, they 
moved down into the lowlands, preferring accessibility to 
security. 

Bob Silvester, "Historic settlement surveys in Clwyd and 
Powys". 

The Clywd/Powys Archaeological Trust has been 
carrying out survey work on historic settlements, 
primarily in order to provide information to guide 
planning policies in the region, but also leading to some 
tentative conclusions about the nature of the settlement 
pattern. Most of the surveys are based on maps with some 
limited field work and documentary research. It has led to 
the identification of "historic cores" of rural settlement. 

The work has already thrown some doubt on two 
generalisations often made about rural settlements on the 
Welsh border. The idea that Welsh native settlements tend 
to be dispersed, while the English plantations are 
nucleated, is difficult to maintain when it is realised that 
many places which appear to be hamlets on the modern 
map, are in fact the results of shrinkage from once larger 
villages. The idea that circular churchyards are a mark of 
a Welsh church centre is also doubtful in view of the 
evidence that churchyards have changed their shape in 
relatively recent times. 

Delia Hooke, "Place names and vegetation history as a 
key to understanding settlement in the Conwy Valley". 

This paper reported field work around Caerhun in the 
Conwy valley and also at Ardudwy on the west coast. It 
also discussed hafod sites on the uplands and the changing 
patterns of land use in tracts of land with varying 
environments. During the middle ages the degeneration 
of woodland and the development of pastoralism can be 
traced through place name study. It is also possible to 
show that the area of cultivation was expanding in the 
lowlands. The complex relationship between the 
cultivated lowlands and the large tracts of upland pasture 
was constantly shifting. 

Chris Hurley, "Landscapes of Gwent and the Marches 
seen through charters of the 7th-11th centuries". 

The Llandaff charters are valuable sources for 
reconstructing the early medieval landscape, but they do 
not refer in their boundary clauses to agricultural features 
in detail of the kind that occur in Anglo-Saxon charter 
boundaries. However, it is possible to use the boundary 
clauses to reconstruct the land units and to analyse the 
potential use of land, in order to throw light on earlier 
farming systems. When the Llandaff charters are 
compared with those for the church of Worcester, they 
show different resources - for example, some of the 
Llandaff estates tended to lie at higher altitudes. They 
also show contrasting strategies in acquiring and using 
land — few estates incorporate both upland and lowland 
territories in a single boundary, but instead the two types 
of land are separated. 

Tomos Roberts, "Deri, Anglesey: a study in landscape 
reconstruction". 

This is a piece of landscape history, based on 
retrogressive analysis, using modern maps in combination 
with the detailed medieval documentation for a bond 
hamlet first recorded in 1284. The study shows how it 
was possible to reconstruct the territory of Deri, to assess 
the quality of its land, and to say something about the 
settlement site and its economy. 
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Ken Murphy, "Archaeological investigations in the 
smaller boroughs of Dyfed". 

This topographical research into the planning, 
development and defences of small boroughs was 
combined with an excavation on three burgage plots at 
Newport which shed light both on the original layout of 
the borough and its subsequent modification, in which 
one plot was able to encroach upon its neighbours. This 
site was apparently in decline by the end of the thirteenth 
century. 

Bob Silvester, "New Radnor". 

This is another story of a borough foundation which went 
into decline, but about which a good deal can be gleaned 
from topographical research and excavation on the edge 
of the town. 

Paul Sambrook,' "Dinefwr Historic Settlements 
Project". 

This paper dealt with the beginnings of a project to study 
70 villages and hamlets in a region of known early 
medieval activity, which promised substantial results in 
the near future. 

Mary Aris,"Aerial photography and landscape change". 

A programme of aerial photography in Gwynedd reveals 
a great deal of evidence of now abandoned medieval 
cultivation, and of settlements, some of which had a multi-
period character. There is some evidence of settlements 
contained within large curvilinear enclosures which seem 
to be characteristic of north Wales in the early middle 
ages. 

Neil Johnstone, "The Llys and Maerdref Project". 

This programme of research which links up with the 
questions raised by David Longley is concerned with the 
identification and investigation of the important centres 
of the kingdom of Gwynedd before the Edwardian 
conquest. Work includes the programmes of excavation 
on royal sites which reveal substantial stonewalled 
buildings, though of somewhat modest size. 

Jonathan Kissock, "Post and pre-Conquest village 
origins in Pembrokeshire". 

This research programme into the villages of 
Pembrokeshire was able to show that there are two types 
of nucleated settlement. One has a radial form, focused 
on an assumed seigniorial residence or church, and is 

likely to represent native settlements planned before the 
Norman Conquest. They may even have originated as 
bond hamlets as early as the ninth and tenth centuries. In 
contrast with these are the regular row settlements 
established under the new regime in the late eleventh and 
twelfth centuries, some of which can be linked with the 
Flemish settlers brought into the area under royal 
direction. 

Anthony Ward, "A new view of transhumance in the 
Welsh uplands". 

Field work on the Black Mountains in south-east Dyfedd 
has revealed a range of earthworks of many periods. The 
characteristic medieval settlement remains consist of 
isolated rectangular buildings, though they can form 
groups, and are sometimes associated with small 
enclosures. The conventional explanation for these hafod 
sites is that they were used for seasonal occupation during 
the summer use of the upland pastures. In fact, there is not 
a great deal of direct historical evidence for this migratory 
practice. The hafod model is a useful way of 
understanding these sites, but it is very difficult to 
distinguish between seasonal and permanent settlements, 
and it may well be that some of them were used for 
overwintering on the pastures and indeed became the 
nuclei for permanent settlements on the hills. 

Christopher Dyer, in summing up, emphasised the 
general themes that had emerged for understanding 
settlement hierarchies and forms. An agenda for research 
was proposed with an emphasis on chronological 
fluctuations in settlement and the processes behind the 
formation of settlement types. 

The English visitors to this conference could not fail to be 
impressed by the importance assigned to medieval 
settlements by the Welsh Archaeological Trusts, and by 
Cadw, which suggests a considerable contrast with the 
relatively low profile of rural settlements of this period in 
England. The ability of the organisers to bring together 
speakers from every part of the principality, giving a 
comprehensive review of research was equally 
impressive. The approach to the research was 
broadminded, involving the use of many disciplines as a 
key to understanding rural settlements. 

Welsh settlement studies are clearly in a healthy state,it is 
intended to publish the proceedings in the Oxbow 
Monograph series. 
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Recent Work in the Archaeology of 
Medieval Rural Settlement: 

SOCIETY FOR MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT 
RESEARCH GROUP CONFERENCE, 25TH MARCH 1995 

Report by Robin Daniels with Contributions from Chris Dyer and Mick Aston 

This conference examined the direction of current 
research with the intention of establishing pointers for the 
future. 

Chris Dyer provided an introduction to the day which is 
summarised below. 

'There has been a long and fruitful association 
between settlement studies and the Society for 
Medieval Archaeology, and this conference hosted by 
the Society marked an important stage in the 
developmerif of understanding of medieval rural 
settlements. Academic approaches have broadened 
over the last 20 years, and new research has taken the 
form of extensive surveys of the evidence rather than 
excavation. Rural settlement studies involve 
interdisciplinary contacts, and are addressed to many 
major fields of enquiry - cultural transitions, 
expansion and contraction over time, material culture 
and exchange systems. An important future 
development could be the return to small-scale 
intensive investigations, including excavations, which 
would gain in focus from the new understanding of 
regional differences and of larger problems of 
interpretation. 

This was followed by a description by Dr. R. Bewley of 
the RCHME's National Mapping Programme of Aerial 
Photographs. This is intended to map all archaeological 
sites visible on the R.C.H.M.E.'s collection of Aerial 
Photographs at a scale of 1:10,000; of the 192 maps of 
England at this scale 112 have been completed and 
information placed on the Royal Commission's database. 
Because of the uneven survival and visibility of 
archaeological sites across the country coverage will not 
be uniform but this should result in a substantial and 
significant resource when the project is completed in 
2008! 

There followed three contributions on English Heritage's 
Monument Protection Programme Medieval Settlements 
Project. In the first of these Mr. D. Stocker, the English 
Heritage Inspector in charge of the project stressed the 
need to have a research framework on which to base the 
difficult protection and management decisions which 
English Heritage was constantly called upon to make. The 
project being carried out by Dr. S. Wrathmell and Dr. B. 
K. Roberts was designed to provide this base for medieval 
settlement. Drs. Wrathmell and Roberts then gave a 
presentation of their project (a detailed paper on the 
project is presented elsewhere in the Annual Report -
editor's note). 

English Heritage have also commissioned a project to 
examine medieval field systems in connection with the 

Monument Protection Programme and Mr. D. Hall 
described the methodology being developed at what was 
an early stage in the project. 

Prof. C. Dyer then presented an analysis of the result of 
the Leverhulme project on settlement patterns in the East 
Midlands and these are summarised below. 

'The project was designed to identify and analyse the 
local differences in settlement form in the four 
counties of Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire. The various 
forms of nucleated and dispersed settlements were 
mapped from early nineteenth century evidence and 
correlated with archaeological and historical data. The 
area studied contained districts such as eastern 
Leicestershire and the Northampton Heights where 
nucleated villages predominated. Dispersed 
settlements were especially numerous in the Chilterns 
and Charnwood. In northern Buckinghamshire and 
Bedfordshire the settlement pattern was mixed. 
Various types of evidence have been mapped to 
explain the differences between these districts. No 
single causal factor emerged from the research -
nucleation cannot have been the result of population 
pressure, as some nucleated areas had rather low 
population densities; the lords cannot be regarded as 
the sole influence, as varied settlement forms did not 
accord with different types of lord, and the same lord's 
estates contained both nucleated and dispersed 
settlements. Nor do different soil types coincide at all 
precisely with the varieties of villages and hamlets. 

We can be certain that there was some link between 
extensive arable cultivation in midland field systems 
and the nucleated villages, but that solves no 
problems, but simply widens the question as to why 
people chose to adopt a package of village and fields 
in some places but not in others. The project team 
were proposing a model of settlement development in 
the period c. 850-1200, which involved such 
ingredients as expansion in cultivation, pressure from 
social superiors, and greater market opportunities, 
with an element of cultural preferences as some 
villages imitated their neighbours. In the dispersed 
areas there were similar pressures, but because of their 
different points of departure in terms of the use of 
land, continued farming practices with more 
pasturalism, and distinct social structure these 
communities pursued economic and social goals 
within different topographical frameworks.' 

Mr M. Aston then presented results of and thoughts about 
the Shapwick Project, a multi disciplinary project which 
is looking increasingly like a seminal piece of work in 
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developing methodologies for dealing with ceramically 
unproductive areas. Mick Aston's summary of the project 
and 'Strategy for Locating Anglo-Saxon Settlements in 
Aceramic areas' are set out below. 

THE SHAPWICK PROJECT 
'Shapwick is a ten-year multidisciplinary landscape 
project begun in 1988 to investigate the origins and 
development of the medieval village and its fields. 
Against the background of the current general 
settlement model, which sees villages and common 
fields as relatively late development replacing more 
dispersed settlements with simpler field systems, the 
project aims to test the hypothesis that Shapwick is a 
planned settlement which replaced a scatter of 
dispersed hamlets and farmsteads. 

Research in the village has looked at all the buildings, 
the development of the current plan, including the 
creation of a park in the late eighteenth century, and 
the abandonment and realignment of streets. 
Currently, it is felt that the village was developed from 
the tenth to the twelfth century in a series of planned 
units. 

In the parish as a whole fieldwalking has located the 
early church site, which has prehistoric activity around 
a spring, a Roman villa site and a Saxon-Norman 
manor complex next to what was formerly a minster. 
Prehistoric activity, Roman settlements and areas of 
tenth-century pottery have been located. 

Shapwick, however, represents a general problem in 
British settlement studies in the post-Roman period. 
For at least two thirds of the county there is no pottery 
in the Anglo-Saxon period. How do we recognise 
settlements from this period? At Shapwick a bold 
attempt is being made to use 'habitative' field names 
(Sladwick, Enworth), together with geophysical and 
geochemical sampling, to isolate areas of'settlement' 
which can then be excavated to produce datable (i.e. 
by C14) material. Preliminary results with heavy 
metals (lead, zinc, copper, manganese, cadmium and 
chromium) suggest this may be a fruitful approach.' 

A Strategy for Locating Anglo-Saxon Settlements in 
Aceramic Areas 

1. Define areas to be examined (if sampling of total area 
is not to be undertaken): 

a) by 'habitative' fieldnames; 

b) by finds of tenth-century pottery but no later 
settlement (i.e. perhaps indicating a pre-tenth-century 
aceramic settlement); 

c) by Roman and tenth-century pottery which might 
indicate continuous occupation. 

2. Geophysical survey: 

a) resistance for fine detail of ephemeral features; 

b) magnetic susceptibility for hearths or areas of 
burning. 

3. Geochemical survey: 

a) soil phosphates indicating human/animal dung 
concentrations; 

b) heavy metal concentrations where there has been 
human activity. 

A great deal of research is needed here on early types 
of food from crops and animals: i.e. diet, effects of 
cooking, human and animal metabolism, excretion; 
any changes in the soil, changes over time and biases 
in sampling. 

4. Trial pits or shovel-pitting: 

a) finds to give indication of date of 'signals' where 
activity is indicated, i.e. flints, R/B pottery, etc.; 

b) a long shot! - aceramic/inorganic finds from the 
Anglo-Saxon period. 

5. Sample area excavation: 

a) for features (a long shot!); 

b) for datable material, especially CI 4. 

Ideally, sites selected for excavation should have a 
correlation of geophysical and geochemical signals, 
together with a lack of prehistoric (flint), Roman 
indicate an aceramic (pottery) and medieval (pottery) 
material. This might indicate an aceramic Anglo-
Saxon site. 

6. Dating 

The main reason for sample excavation is to retrieve 
datable material - bone, charcoal, anything else? -
which might show that the signals are from the Anglo-
Saxon period. 

Mick Aston welcomes detailed, constructive comments 
and criticism of this strategy, so that it can be modified 
where appropriate to produce a research design. 

Mr. K. D. Lilley concluded the papers with an examin
ation of the common presence of planned elements within 
both urban and rural settlements and the manner in which 
those elements represent chronological and functional 
change. 

There followed a vigorous discussion about what 
directions research in Medieval Rural Settlement should 
take, led by Prof. D. Austin with notable contributions 
from Chris Dyer and Brian Roberts. 
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The Deserted Village Remains of North Marefield, 
Leicestershire 

by Paul Everson 

The site of North Marefield DMV was surveyed by staff 
of the Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments 
of England in December 1992 and January 1993, at the 
request of English Heritage to aid negotiations about the 
site's management. It happens also to lie within one of the 
priority areas for detailed investigation identified by the 
Leverhulme project on medieval settlements and 
landscapes, namely the Tilton on the Hill area (Lewis and 
Mitchell-Fox 1993), and this perhaps gives some 
additional interest to the survey's results. 

The earthworks of North Marefield (NMR no: SK 70 N W 
13) lie at about 120m above OD in a single close of 
pasture extending to about 8.25 ha (nearly 20.5 acres), 
divided by temporary fencing. They include a moated site 
and surrounding closes (NMR no: SK 70 NE 20). 
Together these occupy a N-facing slope on Lower Lias 
Clays, falling to the stream that forms the N limit to the 

earthworks and is the E-W parish boundary between 
Owston and Newbold to its S and the former parish of 
Burrough on the Hill, now Somerby CP, to its 1M. The hill-
slope is sharply dissected within the earthworks by a side 
valley lying at right angles to the main stream and uniting 
two branches from the south. These are shown as stream 
courses on early mapping and on APs of the 1960s (St 
Joseph 1967), but have latterly been carried in under
ground pipes. The resulting locally marked topography 
strongly influences the settlement's layout: it also has the 
effect of practically dividing the remains E and W, the 
eastern half of which are significantly very wet from 
surface seepage. 

The whole land parcel, including both village remains 
and the moated site, is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, 
number Leicestershire 145 (English Heritage 1987, 6). 
There are no standing buildings on the site, and the 
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Figure 4: Earthwork survey of North Marefield village, Leicestershire (RCHME,1' Crown copyright). 
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location of Marefield Lodge, which stood overlying 
ridge-and-furrow beyond its W edge at least until the later 
1960s, is now marked by surface debris. 

Documentary evidence 
The documentary evidence for the medieval settlement of 
North Marefield is scanty, it is complicated by the effects 
of monastic holdings, and its interpretation is made 
problematic by the presence of the second settlement 
named Marefield - formerly South Marefield (NMR no: 
SK 70 NW 14) - located at SK 746 079 in the adjacent 
township to the S. Though in the middle ages it lay like 
North Marefield in Gartree hundred, South Marefield has 
been included latterly in the ecclesiastical parish of Tilton 
on the Hill and therefore in the hundred of East Goscote; 
but as a civil parish it retains a defined land unit that 
probably represents its medieval township. The 
comparable unit for North Marefleld is lost, but its E and 
NE boundaries are probably marked by the continuation 
northwards towards Newbold of the road that forms the E 
boundary of Marefield CP as far as a ford, then along that 
stream northwestwards to the main stream that forms the 
N boundary of Owston and Newbold parish. Certainly in 
1839 the junction of this lesser stream with the larger one 
was reckoned to be the boundary between Marefield 
lordship to the W and Newbold lordship to the E (cf. 
Burrough on the Hill tithe award, PRO IR 29 and 30/19/ 
27). This suggested boundary cuts off that part of Owston 
and Newbold parish that protrudes westwards and defines 
an area similar in size and complementary in shape to 
Marefield CP, in a way that suggests that they might once 
have formed a single land unit as their common name 
might imply. 

The early history of the two Marefields runs in close 
parallel (for the following details, see principally Nichols 
1798, 764-6; VCH 1964, 270-5). In 1086 North and 
South Marefield together formed part of the soke of the 
royal manor of Rothley and 3 carucates of land were 
recorded for North Marefield. In 1231 both were granted 
by the king along with much of the rest of the soke of the 
manor of Rothley to the Knights Templars and became 
part of the possessions of the Templar's preceptory at 
Rothley. Later that century the Templars had 16 holdings 
in North Marefield, reckoned in total about 4 carucates of 
land, with 12 or 13 separate tenants (Clarke 1882, 112). 
By 1279 they were running a part of this in demesne, and 
a demesne holding is indicated by the returns for the lay 
subsidy of 1334 (Glasscock 1975, 165). 

In 1313 with the destruction of the Order of the Templars, 
the former Rothley possessions passed to the Knights 
Hospitallers and into the estates run from their preceptory 
at Dalby. Though North Marefield appears by name in 
the returns for the lay subsidy of 1334 and the poll tax of 
1381 it is not distinguished from South Marefield in 
values, so it is impossible to judge the impact of the Black 
Death or perceive any certain depopulation in the 14th 
century. Substantial changes nevertheless clearly took 
place at the end of the 14th century and into the 15th 
century. Numbers of messuages together with land are 
recorded as being granted to the nearby Augustinian 
abbey at Owston with the consent of the Hospitallers of 
Dalby. The long-term effect appears to have been to 
transfer the land and tenements at North Marefield into 
the hands of Owston Priory. In 1502 the abbot of Owston 

was paying the Hospitallers 50s. a year for 'all pastures 
and lands' in North Marefield. It seems probable that this 
process was accompanied by conversion to pasture and 
by depopulation, in trends that were common in this 
locality through the later 15th century and into the 16th 
century (Hoskins 1950; VCH 1955, 137-41). In the 
subsidy of 1445 North and South Marefield, still jointly 
assessed, received an abatement of nearly one eighth, 
perhaps reflecting falling population. The case of John 
Hartop the elder suing four husbandmen for chasing 100 
of his sheep in North Marefield in 1463 has been taken as 
evidence of the shift to pasture, and may indicate the 
tensions inherent in the progress of that change. Certainly 
in the early 16th century Owston Abbey derived over half 
its rental income from its demesne from leasing what is 
termed 'Marefield Close', in a manner that suggests 
complete enclosure for pasture and substantial 
depopulation, though not necessarily thereby complete 
desertion of the site, of course. 

In the early 17th century the former monastic holding of 
North Marefield was united in ownership with the former 
monastic estates of Owston, having been sold separately 
in the immediate aftermath of the Dissolution. How long 
farming of the lands of North Marefield continued from 
properties on the former village site is uncertain from the 
available evidence. North Marefield's assimilation into 
Owston was such that it is unsurprising that separate 
returns under that name do not appear in the sources 
available as indicators of population levels, namely the 
1563 Diocesan enquiry (VCH 1955, 166-7), the 1603 
returns of communicants (ibid., 168-9), the Hearth Tax 
returns of 1670 (ibid., 170-72), the Ecclesiastical Census 
of 1676 (ibid., 173-4) and the Census Returns of 1801 
onwards (ibid., 176-203). South Marefield does occur 
separately in the Hearth Tax returns only, though it 
certainly had continuous occupation: the persistence of 
the distinguishing 'South' may perhaps indicate some 
continuing need to make a distinction, in contrast to its 
re-appearance in the Census Returns from 1881 onwards 
as simply 'Marefield'. Certainly the site was totally 
deserted by the end of the 18th century, as described by 
Nichols; the name of 'Old Mardefield' that he reports 
may perhaps hint at a lingering demise in decay rather 
than a sudden clearance. The first edition 1" map, 
published in 1824 but based on fieldwork between 1808 
and 1817, does not mark the site of North Marefield but 
shows the E-W through way along the valley side 
(Ordnance Survey 1824). The only farm within the former 
township of North Marefield was the 18th-century farm 
of Strinson's Lodge, latterly Owston Lodge, which was 
built over ridge and furrow (RAF VAPs LOCI5-10GP 
30PRS.0077 (26.3.44); CPE UK 1932.1160 (17.1.47)). 
White House Farm and Marefield Lodge were not then in 
existence on and nearby the site, but both had been 
created by 1885 (Ordnance Survey 1885). No estate maps 
have been traced to allow a closer understanding of these 
post-medieval developments: there was no parliamentary 
enclosure because the land was long since enclosed and 
no tithe award because it was found that all tithes had 
been extinguished through the former monastic holdings 
(PRO, IR 18/4581). 

There was a chapel at North Marefield by 1166 which 
formed part of the endowment of the Augustinian abbey 
of Owston, founded in 1161 (VCH 1964, 273). It was 
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subordinate to the church at Owston and it may be a 
reasonable inference that it was created earlier in the 12th 
century during the troubles of Stephen's reign (Hoskins 
1950, 82-3). Repeated attempts to define the rights of the 
mother church in relation to the chapel show it still in use 
in the 13th and 14th centuries, but how long it continued 
in use thereafter is uncertain. 

Previous archaeological work 
The county historian, Nichols, knew the site as that of an 
abandoned village in the 18th century and remarked on 
its prominent earthworks. 'The Mardefield which is 
within the parish of Owston, antiently called North 
Mardefield, and now Old Mardefield, is wholly 
depopulated; but the site of the village is visible in a close 
between Owston and Twyford, about a mile and a half 
from each, about a mile from South Mardefield and the 
same distance from Burrow, nearly in a direct line. There 
are visible traces of streets, lanes and foundations of 
buildings; and part of it is enclosed by a moat, but no 
building remains standing. A small rivulet runs through 
this close, which -contains about 20 acres of very rich 
land; and the bridle road from Owston to Twyford passes 
through the spot where it is evident the town once stood' 
(Nichols 1798, 765). It was brought into modern 
archaeological literature early in the developing post-war 
interest in medieval villages through the Leicestershire 
work of Professor W G Hoskins (1950, 82-85, 
republishing Hoskins 1946) and was visited for the 
records of the Deserted Medieval Village Research Group 
in 1955 and 1956 (DMVRG archive in NMR). The well-
preserved earthworks produced exceptionally good air 
photographs in a variety of circumstances (St Joseph 
1967; Wilson 1982, pis 10, 11, 15), from which a sketch 
plan of the site was produced for publication (St Joseph 
1967, fig 1). A further sketch plan from air photographs 
was made by R F Hartley and deposited, unpublished, in 
the Leicestershire County Council Sites and Monuments 
Record. The records of the former Archaeology Division 
of the Ordnance Survey contain no information about the 
site beyond the bare grid reference: despite their visibility 
in the landscape and status as a scheduled monument, the 
earthworks have not hitherto been depicted on Ordnance 
Survey mapping. There are no records of any excavation. 

Earthwork description and archaeological assessment 
The earthworks divide in general bfetween village remains 
largely in the western and southern parts of the site, and a 
complex of manorial appearance, centred on the moat, 
which occupies theNE quadrant of the earthworks and is 
defined by the street pattern. A third large and roughly 
square block of earthworks in the SE quadrant of the site 
and also outlined by the hollow-ways on three sides is 
more problematic in interpretation. 

The surviving earthworks apparently comprise the whole 
of the medieval settlement of North Marefield. Early air 
photographs show the surrounding fields, which are now 
levelled in arable or improved pasture, to have been full 
of ridge-and-furrow cultivation remains on all sides (RAF 
VAPs L0C15-10GP 30PRS. 0033 and 0077 (26.3.44); 
106G/UK 923.4147-9 (15.10.45); CPE/UK 1932.1160-1 
and 3018-9 (17.1.47); St Joseph 1967, pi. XXIV; Wilson 
1982, pis 10, 11, 15). 

The layout of the settlement is structured by its very well 
developed street pattern represented by well marked 

hollow-ways. Along the valley side and paralleling the 
course of the main stream an E-W through road (a-b-c-d 
on plan) passes through the S edge of the village. This is 
Nichols's 'bridle road from Owston to Twyford' (1798, 
765), which was still depicted as a road in the early 19th 
century (Ordnance Survey 1824) and whose course can 
be traced for some distance in either direction on air 
photographs. At (b) as the road approaches the W branch 
of the forked side stream, the hollow-way splits; a straight, 
slightly hollowed terrace-way runs off NE for nearly 
100m before turning E again at (e) and cuts down the 
slope to cross the piped stream. A low-lying triangular 
area on the E side of the stream may have been a small 
green. From (f) at its SE apex another straight, strongly 
developed hollow-way runs S approximately 100m to 
form a junction at (c). From (f) also, a further well-marked 
hollow-way, though slightly narrower and less deeply 
worn than the others, strikes off E in two straight sections 
each of 60-70m length that are at a slight angle to each 
other. At its E end and beyond the hedgeline, spread traces 
in the improved pasture suggest that the hollow-way 
turned N and headed directly for the stream. It is possible 
that this gave access across the stream to a way to 
Burrough on the Hill which appears as a continuous 
headland between ridge-and-furrow furlongs on air 
photographs. 

It appears from their form and arrangement that the 
looping alignment of ways (a-b-e-f-c-d), passing through 
the heart of the settlement and achieving the single 
crossing of the side stream, was the main and perhaps 
primary route. The way between (b) and (c) has to cross 
two branches of the side stream and climb over a sharp 
knoll between them: the hollow-way is far narrower and 
less deeply marked by use than those on the looping 
alignment, and especially than the sections (c) to (f) and 
(c) to (d), the latter of which leads off towards Owston 
and remains a substantial hollow even in the improved 
pasture field to the E of the site. The section (b-c) may 
perhaps be secondary route, therefore, by-passing the 
core of the settlement. 

1) The Moat and associated earthworks (g-j on plan) 
The moat (g) sits centrally within a far more extensive 
block of earthworks defined by the hollow-ways on its S, 
E and W sides. It is located on ground that slopes gently 
northwards, but above the steep natural scarp that marks 
the edge of the flood-plain of the main stream. It therefore 
relies on ground water seepage and in typical winter 
conditions holds standing water. The water-filled arms of 
the moat are almost square in plan and measure 
approximately 28m E-W by 32m N-S overall: they are 
held up against the slope by a substantial external bank 
along the N side, which turns the corner onto the W side 
of the moat, where there is a separate bank-like linear 
raised platform along the whole length of that side. There 
are outlet channels, presumably controllable by sluices, 
at the NW corner and near the centre of the N side. The 
island is rectangular and unusually small, measuring 
about 12m E-W by 16m N-S: it is set within the moat in 
such a way that the S arm is the broadest and slightly 
wedge-shaped. Damage and wear at the S W corner of the 
moat demonstrates how it has had a continuing use, and 
been adapted, as a drinking pond for cattle. The limited 
size of the island has caused some doubt to be raised 
about whether this can have been a residential moat; the 
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alternative that it functioned as a form of fishponds has 
been suggested (Hoskins 1950, 84). In practice there is 
no difficulty in its accommodating a house, with ancillary 
buildings in the surrounding courts, as described below. 

The moat is positioned in the centre of the central one of 
five long narrow closes of slightly varying widths -from 
25 to about 40m - that are marked out by narrow ditches 
and/or low banks which are most obvious as they emerge 
northwards onto the natural slope. The easternmost of 
these strip-like closes is bounded on its E and S sides by 
a narrow bank - perhaps a wall foundation - and 
subdivided in a rather formal way by low scarps falling 
northwards with the slope into four squarish 
compartments. Along the western side of this close is an 
embanked pond (h), with its outflow channel to the N and 
(f) its SW a curious arrangement of stepped earthworks. 
The next strip-like close westwards also has a degraded 
bank along the side of the hollow-way but otherwise only 
slight traces of E-W scarps subdividing it: but features 
might be masked or eroded by its exceptional wetness. 
The S frontage of these two closes corresponds exactly 
with the eastern of the two straight sections of the hollow-
way. 

In the central strip-like close, the area S of the moat (g) is 
largely occupied by a small sub-square, formally 
organised plot (i), fitted between the S edge of the moat 
and the hollow-way. It has a narrow bank along its S and 
W sides, again perhaps the foundations of walls, and 
slight angled scarps within that conform to the external 
boundary. The formal detailing of this plot and of the two 
strips to its E are most suggestive of modest garden 
remains. 

Next to the W of (i) lies a rectangular open area. A gap 
between the foundations of two large stone buildings of 
equal size lying along the street frontage gives access to it 
from the street. This entrance gap lies centrally within the 
N side of the western of the two straight sections that 
make up the ho How-way. The northern part of this strip
like close exhibits a sub-division into two unequal plots. 
At the SE corner of the southern of these, and on the outer 
SW lip of the moat, a substantial circular mound of 6-8m 
in diameter with a central depression may be the site of a 
dovecote. A well-defined rectangular platform on its N 
side may mark the site of an associated building. 

The fifth and westernmost close has only quite a restricted 
area lying above the steep natural scarp that defines the 
valley side. This is packed with large stone buildings, at 
least three of which can be clearly defined from their 
foundations grouped around a central yard (j) - one in the 
SE corner, a second along the N side of the yard with a 
further platform defined by low scarps on its N side, and 
a third, perhaps 20-25m long, lying along the W side of 
the plot. There appears to be a steeply sloped entrance 
way into the yard from the SW. To the N of the complex 
at (j) but in lowly ing and wet land below the natural scarp 
are traces of broad ridging, perhaps ridge-and-furrow 
cultivation, on roughly a N-S alignment and traceable for 
only 30-40m in length. 

The complex at (j) may be best interpreted as a separate 
farm property within the village pattern; but alternatively 
it may rather have been the group of farm buildings, barns 
etc. belonging to the manorial or quasi-manorial complex 

centred on the moat. Certainly there is no sign of such 
typical and necessary facilities elsewhere within the 
moated complex and its adjoining closes, and the 
possibility that the whole NE quadrant defined by the 
street system formed a coherent block is plausible. It 
indeed otherwise forms an intelligible functional pattern, 
with an entrance off the street placed centrally within what 
might have been effectively a facade of stone buildings 
along the N side of the street. The pair of buildings on the 
frontage might have been stabling and other services 
along the S side of an entrance courtyard, as suggested in 
a similar arrangement at Nettleham bishop's palace in 
Lincolnshire (Everson et al 1991, 129-31). Access to the 
moated island appears likely to have been from the linear 
raised platform along the W side of the moat. The plot (i) 
and the two linear closes to the E appear likely to be 
orchards and other formal appurteftances best thought of 
as gardens, lying away from the village. 

There is no clear-cijt evidence within the documentation 
for North Marefield that indicates the status of this 
impressive complex. Perhaps it may have been a monastic 
demesne farm, the place where the court of the prior of 
Dalby Preceptory could be held in the late 14th century 
(Nichols 1798,765). Perhaps alternatively or additionally 
it reflects the consolidation of the interest of Owston 
Abbey in North Marefield and/or their letting of 
engrossed enclosed land into secular hands in the later 
15th and 16th centuries. 

Air photographs taken in exceptional conditions (St 
Joseph 1967, PI. XXIV; Wilson 1982, pis 10, 11,15) hint 
at the possibility that the whole complex overlies former 
ridge-and-furrow ploughing. While the pattern of fairly 
regular, strip-like closes may tend to suggest the same, no 
traces of ridge-and-furrow were recorded in this sector by 
ground survey except on the low ground N of (j). 

2) Village remains (k-y on plan) 
Clearly defined village properties lie along all of the 
principal hoi low-ways that constitute the streets in the W 
and S parts of the earthworks. 

At (k) on the S side of the hollow-way (a-b) a single 
property is located to the W of the western stream branch, 
its toft is defined by scarps and ditches, formerly with 
ridge-and-furrow beyond: there is the hollowing of a yard 
at the street end, with low banking between it and the 
street apparently defining a stone-founded building 
measuring approximately 10 x 4m and well-formed 
platforms to the S of the yard. 

Along the W side of the way (b-e) from the junction at 
(b), APs (eg Wilson 1982, pi. 11) confirm that there are at 
the S end four long narrow properties divided by scarps 
but with a major N-S stony bank that marks the edge of 
the settlement forming their W boundary. They are 
similarly characterised by hollowed yards opening into 
the street, perhaps a row of stone-founded buildings on 
the street frontage, and with reasonably levelled platforms 
behind the yards presumably marking the locations of 
further buildings. This group of four tofts appear notably 
regular in size and layout, as if they might have been a 
planned creation. To the N on the W side of the street is 
what appears to be a single much larger property (1) 
defined by the natural scarp and the street on the N and E, 
and by a strong bank on the W. It is characterised by a 
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central yard with the remains of stone-founded buildings 
clear on its N and E sides and platforms presumably for 
other buildings on the S and elsewhere within the toft. It 
appears that a close measuring 30m by about 90m lying 
on the W side of (1), and defined by strong banks, belongs 
with it. This encloses former ridge-and-furrow 
cultivation, which is both truncated by the close 
boundaries and cut through by an E-W scarp sub-dividing 
the close. Its W boundary bank has several well-formed 
breaks in it that might mark the position of gates. These 
would give access to a series of large embanked closes 
visible on air photographs (eg. St Joseph 1967, pi. XXIV; 
RAF VAPs L0C15-10GP 30PRS. 0033 and 0077 
(26.3.44)) which stretched westwards enclosing former 
arable furlongs lying between the through road to 
Twyford and the main stream. The well-marked boundary 
bank defining the W limit of the village of North 
Marefield forms the E end of the pattern of enclosures. 
This relationship with the farmstead at (1) strongly 
suggests that its size and form is directly related to the 
process of enclosure and conversion to sheep. The 
coincidence of this large and presumably late courtyard 
farmstead with the apparently planned tofts to its S may 
suggest the replanning of the whole of the W side of this 
street. 

It has been suggested (St Joseph 1967 apparently taking 
up Hoskins 1950) that a location on the E side of (1) is the 
site of the former chapel of North Marefield. On the 
evidence of ground survey there is nothing in the detail of 
the earthworks here or in its location on ground tipping 
eastwards to offer support to this suggestion. 

In the triangle of earthworks on the E side of the street (b-
e) are the sites of several stone-founded buildings. The 
most prominent at (m) lies away from the street near the 
edge of the natural scarp and measures approximately 
16m by 6m; a second lies on an E-W orientation to the N 
of (m), another along the street to the W of (m), and 
another towards the S point of the triangle. Together these 
might all have made up a single farmstead, with a form of 
yard occupying the open space between the two groups of 
buildings. The location of (m) is distinctly unusual, 
however, in being set back from the street and quite 
centrally within an enclosed plot rather than alongside 
any form of yard or against a property boundary. It also 
lies quite precisely on an E-W orientation in a 
topographically prominent position within the settlement. 
Ifthe adjacent buildings could be thought ofas a series of 
cottages with little* or no land associated with each by 
way of property plot, then (m) might be the best candidate 
for the site of the former chapel. 

There are a further three or four village properties on the 
linking hollow-way (b-c) and occupying the end of the 
spur between the branches of the stream. On the S side of 
the street (n) and (o) appear likely to have been two 
discrete farmsteads, each organised round a hollowed 
yard and each with clear earthwork traces of stone-
founded buildings lying along and at right angles to the 
street, together with further platforms around the yards 
on which buildings probably stood. On the N side of the 
street it may be just a single farmstead occupying the end 
of the spur, but a low bank (p) running right down to the 
spur's end suggests a division between a smaller eastern 
property with a stone-founded building along the street 

and yard to its N-E and a larger western property with its 
clearest building at right angles to the street, good 
building platforms to the W of that and a yard to the W 
again. 

On the well-developed hollow-way (c-f) on the E side of 
the drained stream valley and lying parallel with it, a row 
of village properties lie along its W side, their tofts 
terminating on the top of the steep scarp that drops to the 
drained stream valley. There may have been three 
properties here. The southernmost (q) has most 
coherence, with a stone-founded building lying along the 
street, an entrance from the hoi low-way into a yard beside 
and behind that, and perhaps a further building to the 
N W. Next to the N, there is again a break of slope giving 
access to a yard with in this case the main traces of 
buildings along its W edge. The N end of the row has 
little interpretable coherence. 

The large block of earthworks lying to the E of (c-f), and 
defined on the N by the hollow-way going E from (f) and 
on the S by the main through hollow-way (c-d), is the 
most problematical area within the former village. The 
scarp defining the E side of the street (c-f) is high and 
steep and is unbroken by any ramping or access ways 
except for the E-W ditch (y) S of the half-way point, 
which acts to drain extensive generally wet areas towards 
the centre of the block. The scarp defining the S side of 
the hollow-way going E from (f) is similarly unbroken 
except for a number of minor drainage gullies apparently 
of no great age. It does not appear, therefore, that village 
properties of the type found elsewhere in the settlement 
faced onto these sides of those two street, and this is 
reflected in the absence of plausibly defined tofts along 
those frontages. Instead the prevalent earthworks of this 
area are ponds and drainage channels associated with 
them. Some are amorphous with soil piled irregularly 
along their down-slope edges; there are large shallow wet 
areas towards the centre of the block (eg. NE of (t)); others 
have greater form and elaboration of construction. On the 
N side of the wedge-shaped pond at (r), the prominent 
linear bank is a complex structure made up of a mound at 
either end with a narrower lower bank joining them. The 
larger eastern mound has a hollow in the top giving it the 
aspect of a mound for a post mill. The pond at (s) is 
embanked on its S,W and E sides. The pond at (t) is 
embayed by a well-formed curving bank on its N and E 
sides, whose inner scarp is continued on the S side by a 
curving scarp that defines the pond as a shape close to 
circular. There is a raised area like an island within it. 
There is another earthen mound like an island within the 
low wet area NE of (t). Alongside (r) and (s) to their E are 
the slight earthworks of a stone-founded building at (u) 
measuring about 12m by 4m with traces of a cross-
division into two. 

All these ponds and wet features are of unknown date and 
are not necessarily contemporary: at least the most 
amorphous ones probably post-date the desertion of the 
settlement. It is possible that they cut through and render 
obscure a pattern of plots lying along the main hollow-
way (c-d), whose former divisions are marked by the 
fragmentary N-S scarps at (v), (w) and (x) that lie 
reasonably coherently at right angles to the main hollow-
way. There are no traces of buildings within these plots, 
but some angled forms in the earthworks along the street 
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may indicate levelled areas for buildings. What now 
appears as a drainage channel at (y)may rather have been 
the back boundary to the western pair of these plots, and 
perhaps an access way to further properties orientated 
towards the centre of this block rather than to the streets 
bounding it on the N and W. Their yards may have been 
the origin of the low wet areas NE of (t) and their 
buildings the origin of occasionally surviving well-
formed platforms like those E of (u), but any overall 
coherent has been lost in later disturbance. The absence 
of identifiable building foundations within the proposed 
plots together with the presence of intrusive features 
suggest that this part of the settlement was abandoned 
earlier than other areas of village. 

Along the S side of hollow-way (c-d) there is no clear 
evidence of former properties within the limited earth
works. It does appear from air photographs, however, that 
the E-W furlong of ridge-and-furrow to the S did leave an 
unploughed strip along the S side of the hollow-way, 
which is what is enclosed within the field boundary and 
represented in the earthworks 

The site of the late 19th century Marefield Lodge is rep
resented partly by scarps within the westward protrusion 
of the enclosed pasture M of (a) and partly by debris on 
the ploughed field surface immediately around its W side. 

Conclusion 
The earthworks of North Mare field are a well-preserved 
example of their type and generally characteristic of 
abandoned clayland settlements, except that there is 
surprisingly widespread evidence for stone-founded 
buildings. In addition, they provide evidence for the 
complex development of the medieval settlement and for 
its equally complex desertion. They include the detailed 
layout of the quasi-manorial complex centred on the moat, 
that is likely to have been an addition to the settlement; 
the possibility of village properties abandoned early in 

Summary 
Extensive earthworks in parkland to the N, S & W of the 
hall and church indicate considerable changes to both the 
settlement and field patterns of the village. 

Fadens Map shows the main E-W village street between 
the hall and church, with parkland only to the south. The 
present drive to both was part of the road heading NW to 
Shernborne. The road shown as the NW limit of the park 
is still evident as a well defined hollow way and has a 
sharp turn to the south to link with the current road line, 
whilst the church is totally enclosed by road lines. 

The area to the north of the village street in the 1790s was 
emparked by the time of the survey for the OS 1st Edition 
1" Map of the 1820s, and the earthworks in this area, 

the SE quadrant of the site, in an area that may have 
thereafter formed an adjacent to the moated complex; a 
group of four apparently regularly laid out and possibly 
planned properties on the W side of the street (b-e); 
numbers of developed late medieval farmsteads with 
good evidence of yards and buildings group around them; 
and especially notably the large courtyard farm at (1) with 
the evidence of a group of enclosed fields lying W of the 
village directly associated with it. This variety and 
combination of field evidence confirm the importance of 
the site as a field monument. 
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Batsford, 

particularly north of the hall, show remnants of boundary 
banks and ditches, pits and possible building platforms 
indicative of a series of tofts or cottage and garden 
extents. Those to the NW of the church include enclosure 
boundaries, a group of banks and possible platforms, as 
well as another hollow way, north of and parallel to the 
main street. 

Within the parkland to the south of the hall, a series of 
mostly rather subdued banks and one possible hollow way 
suggest a pattern of subrectangular fields and tracks 
predating the parkland. One very low, ditched causeway 
cuts across this alignment and could be the remnant of 
either a previous drive to the hall or roadway to the 
village, whilst a substantial E-W linear depression at the 
southern limit of the present parkland suggests an earlier 

An Earthwork Survey of Anmer, Norfolk 
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park boundary feature. 

Description 
The area to the north of the hall has a series of sub-
rectangular enclosures bounded by banks and ditches of 
various forms. The enclosures average about a quarter of 
a hectare and mostly have some subdivision by less well 
defined banks. They are aligned facing the earlier E-W 
village street to the south, which is now a drive, the 
eastern end rarely used. The well defined ditch (A) was 
still shown on the 1905 OS 25" Map as part of a field 
boundary, whilst in the east, the bank (B) also appears as 
part of a garden boundary to cottages to the east, but no 
surface remains of these are visible. The depression (C) 
was also marked as a pond. Evidence for building 
positions is not conclusive, but the two irregular raised 
areas (D) and (E) appear the most likely sites, with some 
evidence for flintwork at the southern end of E. The 
various irregular pits and depressions shown, may suggest 
some robbing of structures and/or piecemeal extraction 
of natural resources. The triangular wood (F) has a higher 
level adjacent to the street, suggesting an area of 
buildings, with further, circumstantial evidence indicated 
by a small building on the boundary wall to the east being 
a pair of outside privies, the western one previously only 
accessible from the west. 

Three of the N-S aligned banks dividing the tofts extend 
further north and appear to have been boundaries for a 
series of small fields beyond the gardens, but the northern 
limits have been truncated by the present road that skirts 
the park. 

The churchyard is raised above the general ground level 

to the north and west, whilst to the south, the line of the 
village street is still visible in garden woodland as a 
partially infilled hollow way. Immediately west of the 
churchyard, the precise alignment of the roadway is 
unclear, with the rather irregular changes in level 
suggesting a kink near or at the junction with the road to 
the NW of the churchyard. 

An increasingly more prominent hollow way (G), 
indicates the line of the street to the west, being 2m+ deep 
where it turns to the south to link with the existing road. 
The short section of hollow way NW of this point is about 
1.5m higher, and despite being shown on Fadens Map as 
the road to Sandringham, it is impossible to conceive 
vehicular traffic scaling this slope as it exists now. Was 
this roadway thus purely for foot and horseback or did it 
go out of vehicular use much earlier than G? 

70m north of G, a near parallel shallower (0.6m deep) 
hollow way (H), extends eastwards from the post 1790s 
park boundary to be partially interrupted by a pond-like 
depression (J), nearly lm deep and banked to the east, 
west and south. The two hollow ways are linked by a 
clearly defined bank and ditch with over Im total height 
difference, with the north end of the bank seemingly 
shaped in relation to the west end of the depression J. 

To the north, an area of banks and ridges (K), form a 
series of incomplete enclosures, with some ridges 
sufficiently close together to suggest overgrown walls. 
There are more natural flints on the surface here and air 
photograph evidence does indicate some faint suggestions 
of parchmarks in the SE of this area of considerable 
undulation. A sinuous bank (L) denotes the northernmost 
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limits of the earthworks and may be the divide between 
the settlement area and fields to the north. The bank does 
seem to align with a bank to the east of the drive, giving 
rise to this comparable interpretation. 

The large pond is well incised into the surrounding higher 
ground and has a distinct 5m by 4m building platform 
(M) to the N W, which is evident on 1983 air photographs 
as a parchmark. To the south of the pond, banks form one 
small enclosure with a double banked possible trackway 
to the south which appears to be a much less well defined 
continuation of the hollow way H to the west. 

It is likely that one or two tofts could have existed in this 
area, comparable to those east of the drive, but with a 
secondary roadline. However the undulations could also 
represent one rather more substantial dwelling and 
gardens or mainly farm buildings outside the earlier park. 
Bryants Map of 1827 shows what could well be a farm 
building in this area. 

Over all this NW corner of the park, several small 
mounds, up to lm in height have been recorded. They are 
suspected of being related to grassed-over tree stumps 
and thus not of archaeological significance, but are 
distinctive features here and not found elsewhere except 
on obvious linear features, and then are less prominent. 
These lesser mounds and also small near circular hollows 
that represent removed stumps have not been recorded. 

To the south of the hollow way and within the parkland 
shown on Fadens Map, most features are sufficiently 
subdued to suggest that ploughing has occurred and it is 
possible that some of the very shallow ridges with trees 
could be a type of headland formed when avoiding those 
obstructions. The banked depression (N) may be a 
remnant of a narrow hollow way leading south from the 
main street or possibly a drain, as there is a lateral drain 

heading east to an amorphous shallow depression that 
could have been a pond site. The main depression is 
shallow but distinct with height differences of no more 
than 0.3m, and leads to enclosures forming a sub-
rectangular field pattern to the south. Most of the banks 
forming their boundaries are less than 0.5m high, but one 
more sinuous bank(P), has the land to the west almost lm 
below that to the east, and does perhaps indicate a more 
important boundary feature, possibly an earlier park 
boundary? 

The small field shelter(Q) was formerly a pavilion for the 
cricket pitch that existed to the SW, (it shows on 1946 
RAF APs) and much of the southern parkland was used 
for the Royal Norfolk Show in the 1950s. It is doubtful if 
any surveyed features are related to either, but in low 
light some apparent (unsurveyable) linear differences in 
texture on the grassland might still be remnants of these 
activities, m the extreme NE of this area, a low spread 
bank (R) up to 0.6m high looks more convincing as a 
trackway rather than a field boundary. 

The only feature in the southern parkland that is seriously 
misaligned from the norm is the shallow ditched 
causeway-like linear bank (S). Its alignment suggests 
either a former driveway to the hall or an earlier, pre-
Faden, roadway to the village from the south. Its northern 
extent becomes unclear, but the southern end seems to 
link to the junction of woodland and a well defined E-W 
depression (T) that now forms the southernmost limits of 
the park, and projecting further south it could link to a 
bend in the existing road. The E-W depression is over lm 
deep, but has no flanking parallel bank(s), suggesting a 
parkland landscape function, (a chase barrier feature?) 
dividing the main park from a smaller area to the south. 
Drainage or roadline do not seem very logical 
explanations given its orientation. 
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Figure 7 
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Fieldwork and Excavation in 1994 

ENGLAND 
AVON 
The Winscombe Project 
(A short report of work in 1994) 

The Winscombe Project was begun over Christmas 1993 
by M. Aston and proceeded slowly through 1994. This 
project is meant to complement the Shapwick Project in 
Somerset, which is based on a strongly nucleated village 
with a fully developed medieval common field system. 
Winscombe parish, by contrast, has a landscape of 
numerous hamlets and farmsteads, with no proper 
common field system. The settlement pattern fits the 
criteria laid down by English Heritage in 1991 in 
Exploring our Past (p39): 

"The key to understanding these problems is to select 
a threatened place which contains high quality 

evidence for medieval settlements, preferably in a 
region with dating evidence for the pre-conquest 
period, and good historical documentation ... the 
project could well take place in an area of dispersed 
settlement. The programme should involve intensive 
survey and documentary research to identify the most 
productive sites for excavation and sampling. All 
types of settlement and landscape site should be 
investigated-peasant farms, moats, seigneurial sites, 
churches, mills, ponds and fields." 

So far, much of the parish has been walked over, items on 
the Avon County Sites an Monuments Record checked, 
extra items identified and added, and earthworks and 
features identified which will need surveys. A preliminary 
examination of the documentation has been made. The 
parish was granted by the Wessex royal house in the tenth 
century to Glastonbury Abbey, to whom it belonged until 
it was exchanged in the twelfth century with the Bishop of 
Bath and Wells. It was handed to the Dean and Chapter at 
Wells, where it remained until the seventeenth century; 
there is a large quantity of documentary material. This 
includes a good series of maps, beginning with an estate 
map of 1792, enclosure map of the uplands in 1799 and 
part of a drainage map of 1826, before the tithe map of 
1839. Regressive map analysis has been undertaken, 
enabling the considerable changes to the parish in the 
nineteenth century* which include a railway line and 
suburban villa development, to be set aside and a more 
basic settlement pattern highlighted. In 1792 there were 
ten separate hamlets in the parish. In earlier records there 
are references to up to perhaps eight others. The parish 
church was at Winscombe with the adjacent hamlet of 
Ford - these look to have a planned layout, perhaps 
around a green. Barton, Sidcot and Winterhead (shared 
with Shipham parish) also look to be planned. There are 
isolated, and moated, farmsteads at Max (with a medieval 
mill site) and Nye, while Woodborough, Dinghurst, Hale 
(or Heale) and part of Sandford are built up around greens 
and commons. Sandford appears to have developed as a 
roadside settlement, perhaps replacing the hamlets (?) of 
Old Hide to the north and Sutton to the south. Other 
medieval hamlets were Knap, Drove, Lyncombe, Shute 

(Shelve) and Oakridge. Detailed plan analysis, docu
mentary research, building recording and watching briefs 
on developments have now begun in both Barton and 
Sandford and it is intended to carry out a detailed study of 
Max following intensive study of the documentation by 
Maria Forbes. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
Kempston Manor (TL 026476) 

An archaeological excavation along the footings of a 
proposed office development was carried out on a site 
adjacent to Kempston Manor during October 1994. 

In 1086 Countess Judith, William the Conqueror's niece, 
held the manor of Kempston. Although the exact location 
of her manor house is uncertain documentary evidence 
suggests it may have been on or near the site of the present 
manor house (Wood 1984). The present house itself 
replaces medieval buildings demolished in 1815 and the 
excavation area lay to the west of this, within a 17th/18th 
century walled garden. 

The earliest evidence of human occupation identified by 
the excavation comprised an irregular pit, sealed beneath 
a layer of alluvium. The fill of this contained Mesolithic 
worked flint, including debitage and tools Further con
centrations of worked flint were recovered from the 
natural brickearth and its interface with the alluvium. 
Later prehistoric activity was evidenced by a curving 
boundary ditch in the west of the site. 

A hiatus in activity followed until settlement was resumed 
nearby during the early-mid Saxon period. Evidence for 
this comprised residual early-mid Saxon pottery assem
blages and two shallow gullies. 

The main phase of occupation on this site began in the 
Saxo-Norman period with the construction of three timber 
structures and the cutting of several phases of boundary 
ditches. The remains of three timber buildings were 
excavated. The largest of these lay in the south of the site. 
This comprised the partial remains of two walls and was 
two bays at least in length with an aisle along the east 
wall. A second timber building of similar construction 
and plan-form lay in the NW corner of site. The third 
structure, much of which lay beyond the western limit of 
the excavation area, comprised part of a lean-to structure 
on the NE end of a larger building It is possible that these 
were attendant buildings within the manor complex 

The majority of pottery recovered comprises a domestic 
assemblage, However, the recovery of a large proportion 
of a Stamford ware pitcher, together with a piece of lead 
roofing from one ditch suggests the presence of a high 
status site close by. 

The area of Saxo-Norman activity was abandoned during 
the 12th-14th centuries when the settlement focus shifted 
towards the site of the present manor. A subsequent build
up of brown earth associated with spade cultivation 
suggests this area was later used for agricultural purposes. 

Clustered close to the present house in the north of the 
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site were the remains of several limestone wall 
foundations. The disposition of this masonry corresponds 
to the position, of the SW wing of the medieval house as 
shown on a Map of 1804, 

This part of the manor grounds was then laid out as 
gardens with several gravel pathways traversing the site. 
Earlier this century it was acquired for use as a council 
depot and the whole area sealed beneath a thick layer of 
rubble prior to the construction of several buildings. 

A full report of these excavations is to be published in the 
forthcoming Vol 22 of Bedfordshire Archaeology. 

Wood J 1984 'Kempston* Bedfordshire Parish Surveys 
Historic Landscape and Archaeology. 

BRISTOL 

Bristol and Region Archaeological Services recently 
carried out a small excavation on St. Michael's Hill/ 
Southwell Street, Kingsdown, Bristol (NGR ST 5839 
7359). 

The single trench Pleasuring c. 22m by 3m was excavated 
on a site situated on a natural shelf of the southern slopes 
of St. Michael's Hill (at around 70m above O.D.). The 
trench located mounded cultivation features containing 
abraded medieval pottery, interpreted as strip lynchets, 
which were developed from the twelfth century - the date 
of the earliest pottery until at least the early fourteenth 
century. Later map evidence suggests that the site 
probably lay to the rear of a building which fronted on 
what is now St. Michael's Hill, and fell just within the 
northern boundary of the county of Bristol, on the 
opposite side of the River Frome to the medieval city. 
This may indicate the presence of a single farm or 
possibly a small hamlet, but little archaeological work 
has been carried out in the area before and there is at 
present no evidence to support this conjecture. A com
munity of Austin prioresses of St. Mary Magdalen was 
founded at the foot of the hill in the mid-twelfth century, 
while the parish church of St. Michael had been 
constructed by the 1190s suggesting that the area was 
already developing into a suburb of the city by that time. 
The archive and finds from the site are deposited with the 
City of Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, (Accession 
Number BRSMG 80/1994). 

CHESHIRE 

Risley 
The excavations^t Old Abbey Farm, Risley will focus on 
the examination of the foundations and below ground 
remains of a moated farmhouse and of any earlier 
buildings on the site. The investigation will also en
compass the remainder of the moated platform, the access 
causeway and a trench through a section of the backfilled 
moat. The area outside the moat will be examined for 
evidence of activity and will include a trench across the 
threshing floor of the nearby barn. 

The farmhouse was recently subject to a programme of 
recording and controlled demolition, leaving only the 
foundations visible at ground level. A new team then 
began excavation of the farmhouse foundations which 
comprised concrete and flag floors and brick walls carried 
on stone plinths. To date the excavation has revealed 

substantial modification and extensions to the house over 
the last two hundred years. 

The core of the structure was evidently extended, by the 
addition of new roads, and internal floors had been 
replaced and fireplace rebuilt. Much of the building 
material had obviously been reused, probably from the 
earlier structure, on or near the site. 

Only the northern arm of the moat is still water filled, the 
remainder having been backfilled in recent years. 
However, the western arm of the moat is bridged by a 
clay causeway which may have replaced an original 
timber bridge. The presence of waterlogged deposits in 
the moat indicate a high potential for the preservation of 
organic remains such as wood, and for environmental 
evidence, which may reflect the local historic landscape. 

Artifacts from the site largely reflect the more recent 
occupation of the site, including a bottle dump, leather 
shoes, and the base of a cheese press. However, early 
seventeenth century pottery has been recovered from the 
moat which suggests occupation during this period. As 
yet the excavation has produced no evidence for medieval 
occupation on the site. 

This programme of work, funded by UK Waste, has 
provided a valuable opportunity to extensively excavate 
a small Cheshire moated site, possibly of medieval origin. 
It is hoped that the excavation results, when compared to 
the building record, will provide interesting and 
instructive comparison between the former farmhouse 
and its below ground remains. 

Wilmslow 
At Wilmslow, Macclesfield, Cheshire (SJ 844 796) part 
of a rectilinear moat at a site known as White Hall was 
investigated by Gifford and Partners in advance of con
struction of a by-pass on behalf of Cheshire County 
Council Engineering Services. The moat had been a 
visible earthwork within living memory and proved to be 
8-10m wide, 2.3m deep and filled with twentieth century 
refuse as well as earlier post-Medieval deposits. No 
Medieval deposits were found within the moat although 
part of a clay platform was identified in the moat interior. 

Wybunbury 
At Wybunbury, Nantwich, Cheshire (SJ 702 495) 
monitoring of the excavation of a pipe-trench through a 
rectilinear moated site, visible as earthworks, was 
undertaken on behalf of North West Water by Gifford 
and Partners. Documentary research indicated that the 
site was probably a moated rectory. A further moated site 
nearby is thought to have been the residence of the 
Medieval Lord of the Manor - the Bishop of Lichfield. 
Both sites are Scheduled Ancient Monuments. Little new 
information was revealed by the trench excavation, the 
only point of note being confirmation of the presence of 
upcast banks, presumably from silt clearance, on the moat 
exterior. 

Macclesfield 
At Holford Hall, Macclesfield, Cheshire a watching, brief 
by Gifford and Partners over the construction of a new 
conservatory on behalf of Mr and Mrs M Phillips revealed 
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a thick layer of dumped clay in the moat interior believed 
to be an internal platform. 

CORNWALL 
Historic Landscape Assessment 
Having undertaken a successful pilot study of the historic 
character of Bodmin Moor's landscape early in 1994, the 
Cornwall Archaeological Unit (Cornwall County 
Council) was commissioned to produce a detailed 
assessment of the historic landscape of the whole of 
Cornwall in the summer of 1994 as a contribution to a 
standard landscape assessment of the county being 
prepared by consultants, Landscape Design Associates, 
for the Countryside Commission and English Heritage. A 
new two-stage methodology for historic landscape 
assessment was developed in which Historic Landscape 
Character Types were mapped first and then zones, or 
super-types, were created through simplification and 
interpretation of these. 

Of interest to the MSRG is the mapping of those Types 
and Zones in which shrunken or abandoned medieval 
settlements - mainly hamlets in Cornwall - are likely to 
survive. Previous landscape archaeology on Bodmin 
Moor has demonstrated that wholly abandoned hamlets, 
with their strip fields still laid out around them, survive in 
the zone Upland Rough Ground, while the recently 
reported results of RCHME-funded Rapid Identification 
Survey in east Cornwall have indicated that large numbers 
of medieval settlement earthworks (both shrunken and 
abandoned) survive in the Anciently Enclosed Land 
which makes up a large part of lowland Cornwall. 
Conversely, the mapping also identifies tracts of 
landscape in which remains are highly unlikely to be 
found, notably the Recently Enclosed Land. 

As well as indicating areas where resources devoted to 
medieval settlement research may best be targeted, the 
mapping also enables a full and surprisingly clear image 
of the whole medieval landscape of Cornwall to be 
generated. The core arable land, the Anciently Enclosed 
Land, identified via farming settlements with securely 
medieval documentary references and their associated 
strip-derived or irregular field systems, can be seen in 
relation to other, inter-dependent zones. For example 
Upland and Coastal Rough Ground and Recently 
Enclosed Land are essentially the blocks of medieval 
turbary and rough summer grazing. Of considerable 
interest are the areas of medieval Cornwall which appear 
to have had relatively little rough ground available to 
them, areas like the Roseland or the broad coastal strip 
between Lostwithiel and Saltash. The assessment has 
thereby highlighted the potential for valuable research 
into how settlement and field system forms, farming 
practices and enclosure processes in such areas may have 
differed from those in other areas with a more even 
balance of arable and rough pasture. 

East Wivelshire Hundred 
In April and May 1994 field staff from Cornwall 
Archaeological Unit, Cornwall County Council (Nigel 
Thomas and Colin Buck), undertook a Rapid 
Identification Survey (RIS) in part of the Hundred of East 
Wivelshire. The study area comprised parishes on the 
west side of part of the River Tamar; from Lezant in the 
north to Botus Fleming in the south. It was funded by the 

Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of 
England. 

This survey followed the same approach and methods as 
another RIS carried out in Stratton Hundred in 1993 
(Herring, 1994) and again the methodology was found to 
be successful. All settlements with medieval docu
mentation were visited; eighty-one sites bore evidence of 
being shrunken or shifted hamlets, as indicated by 
earthworks and sites of abandoned buildings. Four 
deserted hamlets were discovered. Some examples were 
impressive, particularly the building platforms and 
earthworks (which may contain evidence for a moat) at 
Tinnel in Landulph parish (SX 422 638, first recorded 
1018). The abandoned settlement of Slipperhill in Stoke 
Climsland (SX 367 769, first recorded 1748), with 
building platforms still visible, may-have been associated 
with mining. A deserted un-named settlement near North 
Wayton (Landulph, SX 413 633) also has building 
platforms and a hollow-way; this site is not recorded on 
the earliest detailed maps of the area and therefore 
appears to have been abandoned before the 18th century. 
Halton in St Dominick parish (SX 410 655) was first 
recorded in the Domesday Survey in 1086. In the fields 
north of the settlement (Historically the seat of the Rous 
family) there are earthworks of plots, buildings and a 
possible lane. Other settlements worth noting are Middle 
Hampt, Stoke Climsland (SX 391 743, first recorded 
1296); St Lawrence, Lezant (SX 338 797, no early 
documentation); Quarle, St Mellion (SX 369 663, first 
recorded 1337); Keason, St Mellion (SX 368 654, first 
recorded 1523) and Frogwell, Callington (SX 347 685, 
first recorded 1175). 

In addition to these, sixteen abandoned farmsteads or 
smallholdings, mostly of post-medieval date, were 
recorded. 

The results of the survey were somewhat surprising, given 
that settlements in this part of the Tamar Valley 
underwent considerable expansion in the 19th century due 
to the number of mines and other industrial complexes 
that were in operation. Calstock parish in particular is 
well known for its industrial villages. It was noted, 
however, that the evidence for settlement shrinkage 
tended to be located away from the major industrial areas. 

Record sheets detailing the sites are stored with the 
Cornwall Sites and Monuments Register and a summary 
report has been produced by CAU. The records are also 
held at the National Monuments Record Centre, Kemble 
Drive, Swindon. 

DEVON 

Hutholes, Hound Tor & Dinna Clerks: (Judy Minter 
Archive). 

The Dartmoor National Park, Devon County Council and 
Exeter Museums Archaeological Field Unit are carrying 
out a small-scale research exercise to re-examine part of 
the Hutholes deserted settlement. This includes some new 
survey work, a re-assessment of the finds and selective 
re-excavation. 

In addition, the important finds from Dinna Clerks 
longhouse formerly in private possession, have now been 
donated to Exeter Museum. 
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DORSET 
Toller Porcorum (SY 563979) 
Bob Edwards and Tim Sutherland for the Department of 
Conservation Sciences, Bournemouth University 
continued archaeological research into the development 
of the village of Toller Porcorum, West Dorset with the 
excavation of two platforms to the south-east of the High 
Street. One platform lay alongside the road and 
excavation revealed parts of the walls of what was 
probably an agricultural building with a yard area behind 
which was constructed in the late 17th century. The 
second platform provided no evidence for having had a 
structure upon it but the excavation showed that it had 
been built up with dumped material which contained 
pottery of 12th- 14th century date. The platform also 
projected into a small stream valley beyond the general 
line of the relatively flat area alongside the road, the edge 
of which is marked by a scarp slope. A test trench dug in 
1993 on the west end of the platform and this seasons 
work recorded two gullies and four small pits, all of which 
contained small quantities of coarse-ware of 12th century 
date. A test trench positioned on the scarp slope to the 
north of the second platform showed that the land to the 
west of the stream had also been built up by the dumping 
of soil over the wet and boggy valley bottom effectively 
improving the quality of this piece of land for either 
agriculture or horticulture. That the second platform was 
both higher and projected further into the valley suggests 
it was either under different ownership at the period of its 
construction or that it had a different function to the land 
to the north. A trench was also sited across the stream 
valley and some way up the east slope to investigate the 
function of two small terraces. It had been suggested that 
the course of the stream had been also used as a routeway 
pre-dating the present day High Street. No evidence for a 
road was found in the bottom of the valley and the terraces 
were shown to be field boundaries. A series of drains and 
ditches dating from medieval to a yellow plastic pipe were 
recorded and are evidence that the farmers of Toller have 
fought a continual battle to improve the land to the south
east. It seems that all efforts have failed as the field is still 
almost entirely covered in reeds! 

Hooke(SY 535001) 
Bob Edwards of Bournemouth University has undertaken 
survey work on the village of Hooke, a polyfocal 
settlement in West Dorset. The project included two small 
assessment excavations in the larger of the two centres of 
the village which failed to reveal any evidence of 
medieval occupation. Earthworks near the manor in the 
smaller centre of the village were surveyed and a 
geophysical survey of the moat platform was also 
undertaken. The resistivity survey showed walls of a 
possible third range on the eastern side of the platform. 

ESSEX 
Barling, Barling Marsh (TQ 935 903 to TQ 939 903) 

A. Wade, Essex County Council (Field Archaeology, 
Group) reports that an archaeological watching brief 
along the construction route of a quarry haul road between 
Great Wakering and Barling Magna revealed many 
features, including elements of a probable medieval strip 
field system at both ends of the route. Early Saxon pottery 

was associated with a ditch at the extreme north end of 
the route. 

Cressing, Cressing Temple (TL 799 187) 

T. Robey, Essex County Council reports that since the 
last summary two new fieldwork projects have 
commenced at Crossing Temple. The first was an 
evaluation of the relatively modern barn adjacent to the 
public car park, a crudely cobbled structure of several 
styles and periods christened "the DIY Shed" Initial 
indications are that, contrary to expectations, the footprint 
of the present building dates back to at least the 18th 
century, although little now remains of the original 
structure. Further work may be necessary when plans for 
the Visitor Centre are finalised. 

The first Cressing Temple Field School and Training 
Excavations were held during the summer. This 
educational project was based around the excavation of a 
medieval building discovered in 1978 and the adjacent 
remains of the Tudor manor house. The latter structure, 
demolished early in the 18th century, was considered 
"lost" until 1993, when a resistivity survey confirmed a 
growing suspicion of its whereabouts The excavations 
revealed the full dimensions of the medieval house, as 
well as part of a large brick-built cellar adjoining the south 
side of the earlier building. The brickwork of the cellar 
suggests that it is broadly contemporary with another next 
to the remains of the Templar Chapel and also with the 
Walled Garden, Clearly, the Tudor mansion was 
constructed by linking the existing medieval buildings 
together to form a greatly enlarged living complex which 
would better reflect the status of the new secular owners 
of the manor. 

In 1995 the trenches are to be re-opened and enlarged to 
allow full excavation of the cellar, and the examination of 
a number of medieval pits nearby This will form the core 
of the archaeological training provided by Essex County 
Council staff at the Field school 

Previous Summaries Gilman(ed,) 1989,61-2; 1990,130-
1; 1991, 153, 1992, 103, 1993,204-5, 1994, 249, Brown 
and Flook 1990; Robey 1993a, 1993 
Finds: Cressing Temple. 

Bibliography 
Brown, N. and Flook, R., 1992. 'Archaeology at Cressing Temple 

1988-90*, Essex J. 25 No 2, 39-41. 

Gilman, P. J. (ed.), 1989 'Excavations in Essex 1988',Essex Archaeoi 
Hist 20, 157-171. 

Gilman, P. J. (ed.), 1990. 'Excavations in Essex 1989', Essex 
Archaeoi Hist. 21, 126-139 

Gilman, P. J. (ed.), 1991. 'Excavations in Essex 1990', Essex 
Archaeoi Hist. 22, 148-161 

Gilman, P. J. (ed.) 1992. 'Archaeology in Essex 1991', Essex 
Archaeoi. Hist. 23,98-113, 

Gilman, P. J. (ed.) 1991 'Archaeology in Essex 1992', Essex Archaeoi. 
Hist. 24, 195-210 

Robey, T., 1993a 'The Archaeology of Cressing Temple' in Cressing 
Temple, A Templar and Hospitaller Site in Essex. Essex County 
Council. 

Robey, T., 1993b 'Cressing Temple', Current Archaeoi. 135, 84-87. 

34 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Cotswold Medieval Settlement Project 

The Cotswold Medieval Settlement Project is an English 
Heritage funded research programme concerned with the 
origin, development, decline and persistence of human 
settlement in the Gloucestershire Cots wolds during the 
period c. 300 to 1200. It is being conducted by Cotswold 
Archaeological Trust. In particular it is hoped that the 
project may be able to discover more about the origin of 
Cotswold villages, which are often seen by the many 
tourists who visit them as the embodiment of "traditional" 
England. Despite this view, very little is known as to the 
antiquity of these settlements, and in particular the date at 
which nucleation occurs; do they originate in the Saxon 
period, or even have roots in the previous Roman 
occupation, or are they creations of 10-12th century? The 
project will be spread over a number of years, the first of 
which is nearing completion. 

The first stage has been concerned with the mapping of 
all forms of Roman to medieval activity within the region 
(which comprises all Gloucestershire parishes lying to 
the east of the escarpment separating the Cotswolds from 
the Vale of Evesham to the east). The approach taken by 
CAT has been to analyse a wide variety of historical 
documentary, cartographic, and archaeological site data, 
in order to gain an understanding of why settlement origi
nated in particular locations, and the factors which led to 
its evolution. The sources examined include Anglo-Saxon 
charters; the Domesday Survey; Lay Subsidy tax records 
of 1327, 1334, and 1525; Victoria County History; tithe 
maps; 1st Edition Ordnance Survey maps; place name 
studies; National Monument Record site lists, and a 
general literature search. 

Using such a wide range of data sources, and over such a 
large geographical area (1178 sq. km), has inherent 
implications in terms of the complexity in integrating and 
analysing the resultant information. Therefore at an early 
stage of the project it was decided to use Geographical 
Information System (GIS) technology to record and aid 
in the analysis of the data. Taking this option has had 
many implications for the way data has been recorded, 
but the use of GIS (MGE-PC by Intergraph) has 
considerably speeded up the interpretive process and has 
allowed complex querying of the data to be carried out at 
great speed. 

Preliminary results demonstrate that Roman settlement 
occurs throughout the area, but is particularly concen
trated to the immediate north and east of Cirencester and 
in the valleys of the rivers Coin and Windrush. The 
distribution of Saxon settlement is more problematical: 
only 4 settlement sites are known archaeologically and 
even when place names and Saxon ecclesiastical archi
tecture are included only 50 possible Saxon occupation 
sites have been located compared to around 150 Roman 
settlements. However, the pattern that emerges from the 
Saxon data is of a concentration of settlements to the 
immediate north of Cirencester, in the Coin valley and 
more especially around Bourton-on-the-Water. Thus the 
pattern is similar to the Roman period, but with a greater 
emphasis on activity within the north of the region. By the 
later Medieval period settlement was widespread over 
the whole area, although there is a noticeable (and as yet 

unexplained) gap to the north-west of Cirencester where 
there was occupation in the Roman period. 

Having completed the mapping project the second phase 
of the project will involve fieldwork which will be 
designed to recover dating evidence from a variety of 
site-types (extant villages, DMVS, late Roman sites, 
Saxon habitative field-names). This is likely to take two 
years to achieve, and when completed and integrated with 
the map project should allow a new model for the origin 
and development of Cotswold medieval settlement to be 
developed. 

HAMPSHIRE 

Romsey - "Cruck Cottage", Cuppernham Lane 
(SU362 220). 

Both watching brief and building recording work has 
been carried out at this late 14th century cruck framed 
building, in advance of and during renovation by Romsey 
Buildings Preservation Trust. The work was funded in 
part by Test Valley Archaeological Trust, Test Valley 
Borough Council and the Romsey Buildings Preservation 
Trust. The building sequence has been established and is 
providing important information on the principles of the 
stratigraphic recording of buildings. This specific work 
has been undertaken by Martin Jones of the Department 
of Archaeology, University of York. Several large stones 
recovered during the watching brief on trenches dug to 
underpin the building may formerly have been padstones. 
A nearly complete ceramic Medieval cresset lamp was 
recovered when the floor was lowered in the south bay. 

C Matthews - Test Valley Archaeological Trust 

Romsey - Kent's Almshouses, Middlebridge Street 
(SU350207). 

A watching brief financed by Westmarch Developments 
Ltd was carried out prior to the building of new houses on 
this site. Almshouses had occupied the Middlebridge 
Street frontage until they were demolished in about 1965. 
JCB stripping of the topsoil from the area up to a depth of 
about 20 cm and excavation of footing trenches revealed 
evidence for both original 1699 almshouses and the later 
1881 replacements. Archaeological features predating the 
1699 almshouses were recorded. Finds consisted largely 
of post Medieval domestic waste, although some 
Medieval pottery and two heavily mineralised bone 
fragments which appeared to be prehistoric were found. 
Conditions on site were at times unfavourable for 
watching brief type observations. 

C Matthews - Hampshire Archaeology Ltd. 

Romsey - 29-31 Latimer Street (SU3537 2128). 

An archaeological evaluation funded by Worktown pic, 
by means of test pits, was undertaken prior to 
development on the east side of Latimer Street. Medieval 
and Saxon features had previously been found in the 
immediate area. Seven trenches were dug, all of varying 
size. Several linear features and pits were found, ranging 
from late Saxon to post Medieval in date according to 
their associated ceramic contents. These features, 
together with a lack of stratigraphic build-up, but a deep 
garden soil, on the site, would suggest that the Saxon and 
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Medieval occupation was not urban in nature. It was noted 
that No 30 is a timber framed building of 17th century 
date and that the bulk of the street frontage has in the past 
been excavated to create cellars. 

R Davis - Hampshire Archaeology Ltd 

Abbots Ann (SU3315 4350). 

A watching brief was carried out on a new sewage main 
being installed in the village of Abbotts Ann situated 
approximately 2km SW of Andover. A large amount of 
Medieval pottery, along with some Saxon and Roman 
sherds, was recovered. The quantity and quality of the 
Medieval pottery suggests that there is a settlement in the 
area, however little evidence of deeper features was found 
in the machine cut trench. It is difficult to say whether the 
earlier pottery is residual since none was recovered from 
a context. 

The presence of substantial earthworks in the SW corner 
of the meadow could be significant but high vegetation 
made interpretation difficult. The earthworks do not occur 
on OS maps of the area, but information supplied by land 
owners suggested that they had existed for some 
considerable time. 

R Davis - Hampshire Archaeology Ltd. 

KENT 

Lydd, Denge West Gravel Pit (TR 061205) 

A watching brief during topsoil stripping by G. Priestley-
Bell of the Field Archaeology Unit (Institute of 
Archaeology, London) for ARC Southern Ltd recovered 
medieval and later pottery from a number of features. A 
wooden structure, possibly a fish-weir or the base of an 
embankment, was recorded in section and its extent was 
traced by auguring. It ran across an area of finer-grain 
sediments between two shingle ridges. A medieval date is 
suggested by the stratigraphy. A whale skull with 
toolmarks was also recorded. Investigation of this site 
will continue during 1995. 

Romney and Walland Marshes 

G.Jones of the Field Archaeology Unit (Institute of 
Archaeology, London) undertook a survey of the survival 
of medieval and later embankments on Romney and 
Walland Marshes with funds provided by the Romney 
Marsh Research Trust. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

The Barkby Thorpe Parish Project 

Since 1988 the School of Archaeological Studies of the 
University of Leicester has collaborated with the 
Leicestershire Museum Services on a programme of 
intensive fieldwalking and earthwork analysis in the 
parish of Barkby Thorpe, located immediately north-east 
of Leicester. Staff, M. A. students, third year Archaeology 
undergraduates and volunteers have assisted in building 
up a detailed picture of landscape activity from 
prehistoric into post-medieval times, yielding particularly 
useful data on both site locations and off-site activities. 

Key structural elements within the parish comprise a 
partially-excavated Roman villa, which lies close to the 

wholly deserted medieval village of Hamilton (SK 
643073), located at the southern confine of the parish. A 
small body of documents survive for the village, 
commencing in the twelfth century, revealing shrinkage 
by the late fourteenth century and abandonment by the 
later fifteenth. Hamilton preserves clear earthwork traces 
of a planned village, with a focal manor. Analysis of the 
plan indicates that the manor complex, comprising a 
central platform and moat, fishpond, and dedicated fields 
and pasturage, pre-dates the village layout. Hoskins 
carried out a minor (unpublished) excavation on the 
manor in the 1950s. Plans of Hamilton were made by 
Hoskins and more recently Hartley, and these are backed 
up by air photograph coverage. Whilst the overall 
accuracy of these plans is good, part of the Barkby Thorpe 
Parish Project involves more detailed planning of the 
earthworks at Hamilton, combined with geophysical 
survey of selected zones. Although site visibility is good, 
erosion (mainly the result of cattle grazing in the fields) 
has had some detrimental impact on the earthworks and 
this new survey will allow for a fully detailed plan to be 
created before features become too blurred. Geophysical 
survey offers an important new dimension to this work, 
providing useful pointers to sub-surface features and has, 
for example, already highlighted areas of village 
expansion over previous cultivated land. Furthermore, 
work by the M.A. students has allowed for detailed 
analysis of various elements of the village plan and its 
setting, including the water supply and fishponds, croft 
arrangements, ridge and furrow, as well as hedgerow 
study. 

The fieldwalking has extended so far to roughly c. 50% 
of the parish. For methodological reasons, there has also 
been a degree of rewalking of specific fields. The results 
have proved useful in confirming the principal date range 
for the DMV and in indicating patterns of manuring 
around the site. Rather different patterns of late medieval 
and post-medieval pottery scatters are emerging from the 
eastern part of the parish around Hamilton, in contrast to 
the western sector near the shrunken medieval village 
(now hamlet) of Barkby Thorpe. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Bicker, Red Lion Street (TF 225374) 

C. Moulis of Archaeological Project Services carried out 
an archaeological watching brief at Red Lion Street, 
Bicker, near to the Red Lion Inn, built in 1665. Saxon and 
medieval pottery has also previously been found locally. 
Rubbish pits and ditches, contained pottery dating from 
the 13th century onwards, were revealed cutting the 
natural silts. Building material and possible saltern slag 
was also recovered. 

Paul Cope-Faulkner. 

Carlby, High Street (TF 051141) 

Staff of Archaeological Project Services carried out a 
watching brief at 28 High Street, Carlby, near Stamford. 
Previous investigations in the vicinity suggested that 
medieval deposits occurred beneath the present topsoil. 
Map evidence revealed that three buildings were located 
on the area in 1773, though by 1806 two of these 
structures had been removed and a century later the site 
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was vacant. Fragments of medieval and post-medieval 
pottery were recovered and a number of undated features, 
including a probable quarry pit (limestone bedrock occurs 
within 0.5m of the present ground surface), have been 
observed, though modern disturbance is extensive. 

Gary Taylor. 

Gosberton, Rigbolt House (TF 195282) 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by R. 
Mouraille of Archaeological Project Services at Rigbolt 
House, Gosberton. Close to the site is a group of Saxon 
settlement sites while Rigbolt House itself is the site of a 
moated monastic cell and grange that was probably 
established in the late 12th century. A large east-west 
ditch, probably part of the medieval moat system, was 
observed crossing the site. The ditch was backfilled in the 
post-medieval period. A pit, probably also post-medieval 
in date and used for the disposal of dead farm animals, 
was also recorded. 

Gary Taylor. 

Heckington, St. Andrews Street (TF 144440) 

Staff of Archaeological Project Services recorded a ditch 
containing Anglo-Saxon pottery during an archaeological 
watching brief at St. Andrews Street, Heckington, near to 
previous discoveries of Saxon and medieval remains. 

Paul Cope-Faulkner 

Horncastle, High Street (TF 260696) 

C. Moulis of Archaeological Project Services observed 
construction work at High Street, Horncastle. An Anglo-
Saxon inhumation and occupation remains dating from 
the Late Saxon to post-medieval periods have previously 
been recovered from the proximity. A ditch, tentatively 
dated to the Late Saxon period, was observed crossing 
the area. 

Gary Taylor. 

Kirton, Willington Road (TF 300394) 

A watching brief was undertaken by staff of 
Archaeological Project Services during construction 
work at Horticulture Research International, Willington 
Road, Kirton. Orme Hall, a moated manor demolished in 
1818 was located nearby and medieval pottery has been 
found in the area. A medieval ditch was revealed and 
medieval pottery was recovered. 

Paul Cope-Faulkner. 

Quarrington, Town Road (TF 059445) 

Archaeological investigations by Archaeological Project 
Services, funded by Chartdale Homes in advance of 
development at Town Road, Quarrington, near Sleaford, 
commenced in late 1993 (see previous report) and 
continued intermittently throughout 1994. Previous 
investigations had revealed remains indicating the 
presence of Early-Middle Saxon occupation. 

Ditches/gullies, postholes and pits, identified through 
geophysical prospection and excavation, increase in 
number and density towards the northwestern part of the 
site, suggesting that the focus of Saxon settlement lay in 
this area, or possible a little further to the west. The 

ditches/gullies are probably enclosure boundaries or other 
land divisions. Posthole structures have tentatively been 
identified, though whether these are buildings, fences, or 
stock pens is not yet clear. Although the lack of clear 
structural remains suggest that the investigation site is 
peripheral to the main Saxon habitation area, a substantial 
and well-preserved assemblage of Early - Middle Saxon 
(6th-8th centuries AD) ceramics has been recovered. 

Metal working residues have been recovered from the pits, 
though these materials have no clear association to the 
metal casting evidence previously identified. Further
more, there is no evidence that this technological activity 
was carried out on any of the areas thus far examined. 

Several fired clay loom weights, indicating that cloth 
production probably took place in the settlement, were 
also recovered from the pits. Foundations of a substantial 
stone building, as yet undated, have also been revealed. 
Work continues. 

Fred Coupland and Gary Taylor. 

Sutterton, Post Office Lane and RainwalPs Lane 
(TF 281365) 

F. Coupland of Archaeological Project Services 
supervised archaeological examination of land alongside 
Post Office Lane and Rainwall's Lane, Sutterton. 
Adjacent to the development area is the site of Sutterton 
House, built in 1609, and medieval pottery has been 
reported from the immediate vicinity. 

On Post Office Lane, fieldwalking identified several 
concentrations of artefacts, including a dense cluster of 
medieval material on the western part of the area. A large, 
confined group of post-medieval and later objects 
occurred to the east, Geophysical survey recorded major 
magnetic deviations across the site. Excavation revealed 
probable timber structures, drainage gullies and a field 
dyke of medieval date. Filling of the dyke continued into 
the post-medieval period and large, post-medieval 
middens and bonfires were located in the area. However, 
with the exception of a thin scatter of medieval and later 
material recovered during fieldwalking, there was no 
evidence of prior occupation of the RainwalPs Lane site. 

Gary Taylor. 

MERSEYSIDE 

At Micklehead Green, St Helens, Merseyside 
(Lancashire) a moated site was investigated by Gifford 
and Partners on behalf of English Estates. Part of the site, 
which formerly contained a post-Medieval manor house 
demolished in the 1960s, is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument and was excluded from the investigation. The 
moat proved to be 8-9m wide and 1.76m deep filled with 
post-Medieval deposits. The part of the moat interior 
investigated contained post-Medieval plant beds but no 
structural features. No features were identified on the 
moat exterior. 

The technique of constructing a level platform of clay 
excavated from moats was clearly routine in the north
west. The local clay is generally very stiff and forms 
excellent foundations. The platforms may have served 
three useful functions, firstly they disposed of clay 
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excavated from the moat, secondly they provided some 
protection from potential flooding by raising the 
occupation level and thirdly they provided a level 
occupation area. 

Dr J Lewis in her Phd thesis The Medieval Earthworks of 
West Derby Hundred (submitted to the University of 
Nottingham in 1991) stresses the importance of 
investigating areas outside the moats since these might 
contain important ancillary buildings. Although the areas 
investigated were limited it is notable that no external 
buildings were identified at any of these sites. 

It is also notable that all the fills of all the moats 
investigated were post-Medieval in date. It would appear 
that it was standard practice to keep moats scrupulously 
clear of silt during the Medieval period. 

NORFOLK 

Brian Cushion reports that the following earthwork sites 
were surveyed at a scale of 1:1000, for the Field 
Archaeology Division of the Norfolk Museums Service, 
enhancing the SMR and in many cases supporting 
management schemes within the Norfolk Monument 
Management Project. 

Great Snoring: Site 11785, (TF 948341) 

A small area comprising a central pond with almost 
concentric surrounding banks and ditches is thought to be 
a rather unusual fishpond complex. 

Great Walsingham: Site 30697, ( TF 942375) 

A series of rectilinear enclosures straddling a spring-fed 
channel and a squarer enclosure suggestive of tofts, adjoin 
an area of irregular platforms. The latter includes an 
upstanding flint masonry fragment and wall footings, 
possibly associated with the nearby moated site of Berry 
Hall. (Site 11951). 

Horningtoft: Manor, Site 7168, (TF 942233) 

The site comprises the well known incomplete but near 
circular moat, associated near rectangular enclosures and 
linear depressions and a well defined bounding bank to 
the north and west which corresponds to the limits of 
woodland shown on the Enclosure Award Map. This latter 
feature may also represent a manorial/park boundary, 
with the straighter south-western portion corresponding 
to the line of part of the Billingford to Toftrees Roman 
Road. (Site 11358). 

Beeston with Bittering: Site 4090, (TF 893152) 
A near rectangular moated enclosure adjacent to the 
church has an outer ditched enclosure as well as further 
banks and incomplete ditches suggesting a more extensive 
manorial complex. 

Little Massingham: Site 25139, ( TF 793240) 

A banked enclosure south of the church includes evidence 
of a probable medieval building and well, as well as 
adjacent, not always complete, related enclosures. 

Flitcham: Priory, Site 3492, (TF 736265) 
Earthworks adjacent to the existing farm buildings 
include ditched enclosures and ponds, with one 
upstanding building outline evident to the south of a 
landscaped pond. The valley floor has evidence of 

considerable multi-period water management, with 
several spring sites and their outflow drains indicated. 
Adjacent to housing in the north-west of the site are 
remnants of toft boundaries aligned to a pre-Enclosure 
road line. 

West Raynham: Raynham Park, Site 17449, (TF 875254) 

Earthworks to the east of the ruined church of St. Mary 
indicate shrinkage of tofts, many of which have been 
superseded by later dwellings. Within the avenue of 
chestnut trees extending eastwards toward the lake is 
evidence of a former street with associated mostly 
degraded toft boundaries on both sides. Banked and 
ditched linear features to the north indicate part of an 
earlier enclosure system. 

Hempton: St. Andrews Church, Site 7120, (TF907294) 

A fragment of flint masonry within an enclosure is 
presumed to be the remains of the church and churchyard. 
Further ditched enclosures indicate probable tofts with a 
substantial part-moated enclosure and adjacent sub-
rectangular depression nearer the valley floor to the north. 

South Creake: Site 1017, (TF 857361) 

Earthworks to the south-east of the church indicate two 
former river channels (one natural), building outlines and 
enclosures with possible fishponds, suggestive of a 
medieval croft. 

Gayton Thorpe: Site 14071, (TF738184) 

Two toft-like enclosures, one with building platforms are 
adjacent to a crossroads, giving rise to a possible 
interpretation as a coaching inn site. 

Shernborne: Site 30903, (TF714322) 

A series of well defined banks indicate part of an 
enclosure system to the west of Coldham Farm. 

Shernborne: Site 29361, (TF 706321) 

Enclosure boundaries and drainage ditches to the west of 
Shernborne Hall. 

Claxton: Site 17323, (TG 338033) 

A rare surviving example in this part of the county of 
ditched enclosures forming part of a medieval croft or 
tofts. 

Harpley: Site 3544, (TF785259) 

Probable village shrinkage is indicated by building 
platforms and incomplete enclosures, although later 
partially landscaped parkland almost certainly further 
explains some features. 

Castle Acre: Old Wicken, Site 4059, (TF805176) 

Incomplete enclosures and truncated linear banks and 
ditches with one building platform are partially indicative 
of medieval settlement, but a later farmstead complex 
probably explains many features. 

Great Dunham: Site 4194, (TF872149) 

Earthworks to the west of Church Farm show a complex 
of ditched enclosures, a short length of hollow way, 
several lengths of flint and brick masonry and ponds 
including one very small 'moat'. A medieval croft and 
some village shrinkage is indicated. 
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Hempton: Priory, Site 7110, (TF 916288) 

Fragments of masonry, including a precinct wall to the 
west, a 39 metre long building outline, ditched enclosures 
and fish ponds are the remnants of the medieval landscape 
upon which considerable later changes have been 
superimposed. Outlines of a 19th c. farmstead are still 
visible along with a mill mound and probable hollow way 
of unclear function. 

Swannington: Site 29478, (TG 135189) 

A small area of earthworks includes an irregular platform
like raised area, a part banked pond, a low causeway and 
an incomplete enclosure suggesting a small farmstead 
site. 

West Acre: Priory, Site 3881, (TF 782150) 

Extensive earthworks include the fallen masonry of the 
church and conventual buildings, as well as part surviving 
outer buildings including two south of the canalised river. 
Considerable remains of the precinct wall have been 
recorded, as have fishponds, enclosures including a 
roadline in the south-east and further enclosures and 
masonry in the south-west of the precinct. The valley floor 
has extensive evidence of multi-period water 
management. 

West Acre: Site 16580, (TF 784149) 

A suggested Iron Age square barrow, with mound and 
incomplete external bank has been recorded within the 
priory precinct. 

Morley (TG 059995) 

Fieldwalking of the Norfolk Research Centre by Alan 
Davison for Norfolk Landscape Archaeology and funded 
by English Heritage has been completed. In the course of 
the work two further medieval sites were discovered. One, 
associated with what may have been a small moated 
platform obscured by later building and modern 
demolition, was on the edge of the former green reported 
previously (Report 8). The second was in an isolated 
exposed position on heavy clay spil midway between the 
green and St. Peter's church. 

Tasburgh (TM 200960) (Scheduled Monument Norfolk 
211,SMR2258) 

Alan Davison (fieldwalking) and Derek Woollerstone 
(metal-detecting) have surveyed the interior of the fort, 
with consent from English Heritage, for the Norfolk 
Archaeological Trust (owners) and Norfolk Landscape 
Archaeology. The area, a large field within the univallate 
earthwork and immediately to the north of the church, 
yielded little. There were insignificant quantities of 
worked flint and of Romano-British, Middle Saxon, Late 
Saxon, medieval and post-medieval pottery. The absence 
of any marked concentration was notable, but even more 
so was the complete absence of any find which could be 
dated to the Iron Age. The date of construction of the 
earthwork thus remains an open question. 

Hargham(TM 020913) 

Alan Davison has continued to fieldwalk the estate 
centred on this DMV (Report 8). Within the part of the 
estate in Wilbv (TM 032899) two Romano-British sites 
have been found. One overlies a considerable Iron Age 

concentration. Middle Saxon pottery in small quantities 
has been found on this site and close to the other, and also 
in neighbouring fields, mainly in the old parish of Wilby. 

Books 
Leah, M., et alia. The Late Saxon and Medieval Pottery 
Industry ofG rims ton, Norfolk: Excavations 1962-92, 
East Anglian Archaeology Report No 64 (Gressenhall, 
Dereham, 1994). 

Articles 
Davison, A. The Deserted Village of Didlington, The 
Annual (The Bulletin of the Norfolk Archaeological and 
Historical Research Group) No 3, (1994) 17-23. 

Davison, A. The Field Archaeology of Bodney and the 
Stanta Extension, Norfolk Archaeology, 42 (1994), 
57-79. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Hargrave (TL 037707) 

Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out trial 
excavation for Charles Wells Breweries Ltd at the rear of 
the Nags Head public house. The ditches of a series of 
former boundaries attest to the late Saxon origin of 
settlement and its extent in the tenth to twelfth centuries. 
The lack of medieval features and contemporary pottery 
indicates that the site probably became marginal to later 
settlement. 

Helmdon (SP 560435) 

Evaluation by Northamptonshire Archaeology for the 
Eydon Construction Company Ltd at the rear of nos. 47-
55 Church Street indicated a low level of medieval 
occupation with a series of ditches, possibly for drainage. 
Two later walls had been constructed at some time 
between 1883 and 1932. 

Stan wick (SP 979712) 

Trial excavation by Northamptonshire Archaeology 
within the grounds of Hill House revealed a lack of 
previous activity along the western part of Grange Road, 
thus corroborating the impression that central Stanwick 
was never extensively occupied between the original foci 
of settlement at the east and west sides. 

Weedon (SP 632593) 

Excavation by Northamptonshire Archaeology of land at 
the rear of 46 Church Street revealed late Saxon and 
medieval plot boundaries, with two undated post-built 
structures. 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

West Woodburn, Low Cleughs Burn, Tynedale 
(NY 874869) 

A survey, plotted at 1:200 and 1:1000, by Archaeological 
Services (University of Durham) for Northumberland 
National Park revealed that the surviving remains of the 
settlement comprise a group of buildings and enclosures, 
including the remains of a castle and two long houses. 
Considered in isolation it is suggested they might 
represent a medieval and post-medieval farmstead with 
paddocks, garden and arable fields. However, its location 
between two D.M.V.'s and the proximity of possible 
Romano-British enclosures makes it unsafe to infer that 
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all structures and enclosures surveyed are solely medieval 
and later. A large enclosure attached to the settlement, 
measuring 290m by 180m, contains broad ridge and 
furrow; there is also a wide distribution of unenclosed 
broad ridge and furrow elsewhere along the valley. It 
seems likely that the large enclosure belongs to an earlier 
set of land divisions and may be prehistoric in origin. The 
archive report is in Northumberland S. M. R. and a full 
report will appear in Durham ArchaeologicalJournaL 

Ancroft, Berwick upon Tweed (NT 999452). 

A second phase of evaluation was carried out by 
GeoQuest Associates for Edwin Thompson & Partners, 
ahead of a housing development on the N. side of the 
village. An initial evaluation in 1993 by Tyne & Wear 
Museums consisted of an earthwork survey and trial 
trenching. 'The survey revealed two periods of land use: 
firstly, ridge and furrow with headland guides and a 
hollow way, and secondly, superimposed earth platforms 
and enclosures. Trial trenching revealed the foundations 
of an unsuspected set of probably medieval buildings, 
one with clay capping, which indicated at least two 
'streets' of rectangular buildings with a narrow alley 
between. The second phase of evaluation, in 1994, 
consisted of geophysical survey and trial trenching and 
confirmed that archaeological remains extend across most 
of the development site but clustered near the centre. This 
concentration included the remains of a building and floor 
surfaces dating to the 17th century. The activity on the 
development site is interpreted as occupation and 
cultivation since the late 12th century which extended, 
either continuously or intermittently, until the late 17th to 
early 18th centuries. The archive report is in the 
Northumberland S.M.R. and reports are published in 
Archaeology in Northumberland 1993-1994 and 
Archaeology in Northumberland 1994-1995. 

SOMERSET 

Shapwick Project 

The multi-disciplinary project based on the parish of 
Shapwick in Somerset, which began in 1988 and which is 
envisaged to run until 1998, was continued in 1994. 

Fieldwork 
Many fields were ploughed and sown early in autumn 
1994 as the land was dry. Consequently, a number of 
potentially interesting fields were not walked as the crop 
was through. Other fields were so wet later in the autumn 
that they were not available when walking finished 
towards Christmas. Consequently, only ten fields were 
walked and of these, five were reworkings of fields 
walked in earlier years. Of particular interest was the 
rewalking of the field with the earlier church site, where 
further evidence of prehistoric activity (flints), an 
extensive high-status Roman site and Saxo-Norman 
pottery scatter were found. 

(M Aston, S Everden, H Jelley, D Hill-Cottingham and 
many others). 

Finds Analysis 
All of the finds from fieldwalking over the last four to 
five years have now been analysed and studied at King 
Alfred's College, Winchester. This has revealed a number 
of new and potential Romano-British sites, many areas of 

possible late Saxon activity and scatters of medieval 
pottery. Several of the 'Saxon' sites are associated with 
habitative field names - 'Ennery * (now 'Henry', formerly 
'Enworthy') and 'Grasshay'. There are several important 
areas of flint scatters of Neolithic/Bronze Age date which 
probably represent settlements associated with the well-
known timber trackways in the Levels below. 

(C Gerrard, A Gutierrez, R McComell, P Matter, A 
Turner, K Smith and many others). 

Survey 
Geophysical survey (by Geophysical Surveys of 
Bradford) was carried out over an extensive area in the 
west of the parish, where field names 'Abchester' occur. 
Features were only noted in one area on the parish 
boundary with Catcott; a magnetometry survey revealed 
probably Romano-British buildings. 

(C Gaffney, J Gater and others). 

Shovel pitting in this area revealed large quantities of late 
Saxon/12th century pottery, suggesting a Roman site 
continuing in use to the late Saxon period. Other shovel 
pitting on a burtle (sand)bank in the Levels produced 
evidence of Neolithic activity (flints). 

(N Thorpe and members of King Alfred's College, 
Winchester). 

Excavation 
Excavations were carried out from July to September 
1994 at a number of locations in and around the village of 
Shapwick. The digging of a new sewerage pipeline across 
the north end of the village was preceded by an excavation 
directed by Charles and Nancy Hollinrake across the area 
of the village destroyed in emparking in the late 18th 
century. This revealed roads and houses of medieval and 
post-medieval date, with the earliest evidence of 
occupation in this part of the village dating from the 12th 
century. 

In September students from King Alfred's College, 
Winchester, under the direction of Chris Gerrard, cut a 
trench for an electricity cable to the hotel which happened 
to cross the line of the moat known from documents. 
There was evidence of a ?bridge or sluice arrangement in 
the moat, together with a ?kitchen/hearth on the moated 
island itself adjacent to the 15th century manor house. 
Several trial trenches were dug to the south of the manor 
to test anomalies located in previous geophysical surveys. 
One of these cut the large barn, shown in a print of 1791 
but demolished by 1839, while another revealed a deep 
pit (a pond? or cellar?) filled with demolition debris of 
16th/17th century date, including fine architectural 
features. 

Further trial trenches near the present church (of 1327-
31) revealed medieval buildings (P Gardiner), while trial 
trenches at the south end of the village near the spring 
which supplies the village revealed several piglet burials 
and late Saxon pottery, but no structures. 

(C Gerrard, P Gardiner, C Webster, C & N Hollinrake 
and others). 

Botanical Survey 
Further work on the botany of the parish was begun, 
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concentrating on hedgerow trees and the areas of 
woodland. The hedgerow data, which are not easy to 
interpret or explain, may relate rather more to the 
activities of birds dropping seeds than definite enclosure 
policies! 

In the autumn of 1994 students from the School of 
Biological Sciences under the direction of Mike Martin 
began soil sampling for heavy metals in a field near to 
'Sladwick'. 

(M Martin, D Hill, M Williams and others) 

Documentary Research 
Some progress was made on analysing the 1515 survey 
with the aim of producing a map of the medieval field 
system in the parish and locating furlong names 
particularly those of a habitative type. Such names, -cott, 
-wick, -worth(y) and others, are also being examined in 
case they have any chronological development. 

(M Costen, M Aston and M Ecclestone). 

Future Work 
Further fieldwalking will be carried out in 1995 in an 
attempt to obtain as wide a sample as possible - so far 
about 30% of the upland part of the parish has been 
sampled. Already many fields have been identified which 
will require more intensive grid survey for collecting. A 
gardens survey will be undertaken, together with test 
pitting within the village area, to define depths of bedrock 
and obtain representative collections of dateable pottery 
for areas where field work (and excavation) are unlikely 
to take place. 

Further soil sampling will be undertaken in order to test 
for heavy metals (and phosphates). This will be associated 
with further geophysical work in areas where either 
pottery finds have been made from fieldwalking or there 
are indications of pre-village settlement, such as 
habitative field names. This promises to be a fruitful 
means of finding pre-medieval (1000 AD) settlements 
which are aceramic and which only manifest themselves 
as geophysical and/or geochem ical anomalies. When (if!) 
these are located, they will be excavated for samples 
which can be radiocarbon dated. 

Further geological and botanical work will be undertaken, 
the latter concentrating on Loxley Wood, the area of 
medieval woodland. Excavations will be undertaken in 
September 1995 using shovel pitting in pasture and trial 
excavations over areas of finds. A fifth report for 1993 is 
now available. 

The project received a major boost in November 1994 
with the receipt of a grant from English Heritage. This 
will enable the purchase of essential equipment as well 
as, more importantly, extensive geophysical survey and 
soil sampling and analysis of finds from fieldwalking and 
the factors involved in their recovery. Dendrochrono-
logical dating of buildings will also be possible on those 
structures identified in the buildings survey. 

Some thought is now being paid to aspects of the 
management of Shapwick's heritage in the future, based 
on the amount of survey information now available and 
the need to conserve, and perhaps make available for 
study and visits, what is certainly a unique, but also very 
ordinary piece of English countryside. Copies of 

Shapwick Report No. 5 for 1993 are available at £10 plus 
postage from M. Aston, University of Bristol, Dept for 
Continuing Education, 8-10 Berkeley Square, Clifton, 
Bristol BS8 1HH. 

SUFFOLK 

Breckland Archaeological Survey: 
A two year project to assess the archaeological resource 
of the Breckland Environmentally Sensitive Area (E.S.A.) 
in Suffolk and Norfolk, commenced in April 1994. The 
aims of this English Heritage-funded project are to supply 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Defence, the 
Forestry Commission and English Nature with 
information regarding the nature and extent of the 
archaeological resource of the E.S.A., together with 
management recommendations. The Survey has been split 
into three main phases - documentary research, field 
survey and the compilation of a report. 

Existing data fronrthe county Sites and Monuments 
Records has been transferred to a gazetteer and will form 
the basis of practical information for the above bodies. 
Tithe maps for all the Breckland parishes have been 
studied to extract information concerning land use and to 
identify new archaeological sites and historic landscape 
features. The 1946 R.A.F. aerial photographs have also 
been studied for the same purpose. This data will enable 
land-use changes over the last 150 years to be mapped. 
Fieldwork commenced in December 1994 with a number 
of early successes. Two large areas of preserved post-
medieval flint mines were located and defined to the south 
of Brandon and are part of what is considered to be the 
last substantial gun-flint mining complex to survive in the 
country. A number of documented rabbit warren banks 
have also been surveyed, including those surrounding 
Downham High Lodge Warren in Brandon, which 
comprise approximately 8km of quadruple banks. The 
survey has also located two areas of floated water 
meadows, dated to the early 19th century, just over the 
county boundary at Lynford and at West Tofts in Norfolk. 
Field survey will continue into the middle of 1995. 
(Kate Sussams for Suffolk County Council, Norfolk 
Landscape Archaeology and English Heritage) 

Debenham, (TM/1762,1763, 1764, 1863, 1962; 
DBNO34-050 & 056): 

Fieldwalking has revealed a great deal of new evidence 
about the settlement history of this part of the upper 
Deben valley. A few sherds of possible Early Saxon 
handmade pottery were found in two locations, one just 
to the south of the town and one just to the north. Two 
sherds of Middle Saxon Ipswich ware were found on a 
site off Great Back Lane in the town and are an important 
indicator of the foundation date of the existing settlement. 
Single sherds of Ipswich ware have also been found on 
two sites just outside the south and north limits of the 
town, one of which also produced a sherd of Late Saxon 
Thetford-type ware. Twelve scatters of medieval pottery 
were identified, most of these were adjacent to existing 
roads and must indicate lost house sites. All the sites have 
a majority of unglazed wares of the 13th-14th centuries, 
with lesser amounts of part-glazed wares of later medieval 
date. One site to the north of the town also produced a 
small amount of possible 12th-century pottery with sparse 
shell tempering. This site lay within a field called The 
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Clamp in 1837, a name which could suggest the former 
presence of a primitive pottery kiln, and the finds do 
include two probable kiln bars with semi-vitrified 
surfaces. Fieldwalking is continuing. 

(Edward Savery). 

Earthwork Reconnaissance Survey in Suffolk (Rapid 
Identification Survey): 

Work begun in October on a seven-month reconnaissance 
survey, funded by the Royal Commission on the historical 
Monuments of England, to gauge the survival of 
earthworks in areas of grassland, heathland and woodland 
in five sample areas of Suffolk. The five sample areas 
have been selected to represent the different soil types 
and landscape zones of the county: High Suffolk (south), 
High Suffolk (north) and the Waveney Valley, Stour 
Valley and Shotley Peninsula, Sandlings (south) and the 
Deben Valley, and Sandlings (north) and the Blyth 
Valley. Breckland was omitted as it is currently the 
subject of a separate survey (see above). In each these 
five areas two strips of 10 x 1 km have been randomly 
selected for intensive survey. 

(Stephen Podd for Suffolk County Council and the Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England). 

Ixworth (TL9271, 9272, 9570; IXWO40-045): 

Fieldwalking revealed four scatters of medieval pottery 
along the S.W. and S. edges of the former Easter Green, 
close to the parish boundary with Ixworth Thorpe. All 
had unglazed pottery of 13th-14th century date, with 
smaller amounts of part-glazed pottery of Grimston-type, 
of 14th-15th century date. 

(Edward Savery). 

Winston (TM/1762, 1861, 1862; WNT016-022): 

Fieldwalking revealed small amounts of handmade Early 
Saxon pottery and Middle Saxon Ipswich ware on two 
sites on the southern outskirts of Debenham. Four 
medieval sites were identified, all with mainly 13th-14th 
century unglazed pottery and smaller amounts of later 
part-glazed pottery. One site also produced a piece of 
Low Countries undecorated slipware of late 16th/17th 
century date. (Edward Savery). 

Bawdsey (TNV3439; BAW029): 

An evaluation was carried out in connection with a 
planning application for a property near the church where 
some earthworks had previously been identified. This 
indicated that the earthworks were post-medieval in date 
and could be associated with a cottage that was shown on 
the 1843 tithe map. However some features on the site, 
including pits, ditches and an oven, produced pottery of 
the 12th-14th centuries. Other finds included lava quern 
fragments and animal bones. 

(Stuart Boulter for Suffolk County Council and Abbots 
Architectural Services). 

Bradfield St. Clare, Water Pipeline (TL/9057): 

Monitoring of water mains replacement alongside the 
church revealed a thin medieval occupation spread and a 
small patch of burnt clay. These may indicate the presence 
of dwellings around the church in the medieval period. 

(David Gill for Suffolk County Council and Anglian 
Water). 

Great Bricett, A.A.C. Wattisham (TM/0351; BCG006 
& 007): 

Monitoring of groundworks in connection with a housing 
development was carried out as the final phase of a 
programme of archaeological works. This revealed a 
spread of medieval pottery concentrated in the S.W. 
corner of the area and a scatter of burnt flint associated 
with both Roman and medieval pottery on the western 
edge of the same field. 

(Stuart Boulter for Suffolk County Council and the 
Ministry of Defence). 

Bruisyard, Bruisyard Hall (TM/3366; BUDOOI): 

Mechanical desilting of the moat was monitored for 
archaeological features and finds. While the finds noted 
in the silt were all of 18th- to 20th-century date, indicating 
that the moat had been desilted in the last two or three 
hundred years, a timber structure was recorded at the 
northern end of the western arm of the moat. This 
structure consisted of a large squared timber placed across 
the base of the moat, with two slightly smaller timbers at 
right-angles, running up to the two ends of the larger 
timber. There was some evidence that these timbers 
represent the base of a more extensive structure that could 
have operated as a sluice when the moat was part of a 
controlled water-flow system, possibly associated with 
fish farming. Alternatively, the structure could have 
formed the base for a bridge over the moat. While there is 
no direct dating evidence for the timber structure, it is 
likely to be medieval in date. All of the structural timbers 
were left in situ as the water in the newly desilted moat 
will preserve them for future investigation. (John 
Newman for Suffolk County Council). 

Gedding, Gedding Hall (TNV9558. GDDOOI): 

Recording work was carried out on two areas of this 
moated site that had been excavated by agents of the 
owner. In the N.W. corner, the inner edge of the 
substantial brick revetment wall of the moated platform 
had been revealed, together with two other brick walls 
running at right angles to the moat edge. One of the walls 
was partly bonded into the revetment and was 0.9m thick; 
the other was unbonded, only 0.4m wide and of inferior 
construction. The thicker wall was traced in a geophysical 
survey by English Heritage in 1993 as continuing for at 
least 12m to the south of the excavated area. This wall 
was contemporary with the revetment and was probably 
part of a rear range of a courtyard-plan house of Early 
Tudor date, of which only the imposing gatehouse and an 
attached side range survive as standing buildings. The 
buildings are likely to have been the work of the 
prominent Yorkist Sir Robert Chamberlain (c. 1435-1491) 
and/or his grandson, Sir Ralph Chamberlain (d. 1575). 
The second area lay alongside the eastern arm of the moat, 
where a number of wall stubs and footings had been 
revealed, all of a less substantial nature than those in the 
first area. 

(Stuart Boulter for Suffolk County Council and Mr W. 
Wyman). 
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Figure 9: Hitcham, Suffolk Location plan of the two 
medieval house sites. 

Hitcham, Water pipeline, Wattisham Road (TM/O053; 
HTC043): 

Monitoring of a water mains replacement works revealed 
the sites of two medieval houses beside the road (Fig 9). 
In the better preserved of the two (Fig. 10), the lines of 
two parallel long walls were evident, the rear one 
consisting of large unmortared flints, while that closest to 
the road frontage was represented by a broken linear 
spread of clean yellow chalky clay. A few linearly 
arranged flints on the northern edge could be the remains 
of a side wall. The difference in the materials may 
conceivably mean that the less substantial footing 
represented an internal partition rather than an external 
wall, however this would imply an unusual plan form for 
the building. The walls delimit a room measuring about 
11 m x 4m, with a central hearth vindicated by a dense 
spread of fired clay. Less survives of the second house, 
but what remains suggests a similar structure to the first 
one. Among the unrnortared flints making up the rear wall 
was a large fragment of a limestone mortar. The houses 
were separated by two narrow parallel ditches, 14m apart, 
running at right angles to the road. The pottery found in 
association with the houses suggests occupation from the 
12th to the 15th centuries. The surviving manorial 
documentation (mainly post 1600) for this area does not 
suggest any lost tenements that would fit with these 
houses, so they may have been road-side cottages with 
minimal land. 

(David Gill and Edward Martin for Suffolk County 
Council and Anglian Water). 
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Figure 10: Hitcham, Suffolk Detailed plan of Building 0019. 
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Oakley, A143 Scole-Stuston By-Pass (TM/1478; 
OKYO05): 

This was an extension of the work carried out last year on 
the southern outskirts of the Roman town underlying 
Scole. The new site extended from the east edge of the 
A140 (on the line of the Roman road) to the southern 
bank of the River Waveney, following the course of the 
new by-pass. 

The site lay within a low-lying meadow that formed part 
of the floodplain of the river. The topography was uneven, 
with distinct hollows and channels in which substantial 
peat deposits had formed. Excavation of the peat was 
initially limited to a series of trenches. These were 
positioned to explore the extent of peat growth and used 
for the collection of environmental samples. The peat had 
formed within a channel which extended from the bank of 
the river and could be seen as a linear hollow stretching 
into the adjacent fields and may well represent a pre-
Roman meander in the course of the river. A large 
quantity of animal bones was collected from the peat and 
casual observation suggests a high proportion of 
jawbones, perhaps implying a site of primary butchery. 

A causeway built on close-set wooden piles spanned the 
channel, following a 2m wide path from the river-edge to 
the higher ground. The piles were quite short, 
approximately 50cm long, and the thickest ones were flat-
bottomed, suggesting that they were not driven through to 
any great depth. In excess of 400 roundwood timbers were 
collected from the causeway, many appeared to be young 
spring-cut oaks (R. Darrah, pers. comm.) and from the 
large sample an analysis of woodland management may 
be possible. Radiocarbon analysis has given a date of 
cal.A.D. 454-633 (at one sigma, cal.A.D. 429-652 at two 
sigma) OxA-5064, suggesting that the causeway was built 
between the middle of the 5th century and the beginning 
of the 7th century AD. 

(David Gill for Suffolk and Norfolk County Councils). 

Walpole, Sewerage Scheme (TM/3674; MP007): 

Trench excavation for pipe-laying to the west of Walpole 
Bridge, in the floodplain of the River Blyth, revealed six 
large timber piles and a few cross pieces, which appear to 
have been part of a causeway structure. This structure is 
under the present road and th§ section disturbed by the 
trench spans a pocket of deep peat, giving the road a firm 
foundation. Three timber samples, all of oak, were 
submitted for̂  dendrochronological dating at the 
University of Sheffield, however although one pile had 
148 rings, it proved impossible to match the sequence 
with any reference chronologies. A duplicate sample was 
therefore submitted for radiocarbon dating and the results 
indicate that the causeway structure is of Middle to Late 
Saxon date (cal. A.D. 770-990 (at 2 siwna), GU-4023). 

(John Newman for Suffolk County Council and Anglian 
Water Services Ltd.). 

SURREY 

Matthew Arnold School, near Staines (TQ 052 706). 

Excavation by Graham Hay man of the Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit for Surrey County Council's 
Property Services Department, in advance of 

development, following on from evaluation earlier in the 
year. The principal feature was a ditch or gully forming a 
roughly "D" shaped enclosure with an opening facing 
towards the south-west. Within the enclosure a number of 
post holes and stake holes were discovered along with a 
hearth. Most of the features produced late 12th or early 
13th century pottery and were clearly more or less 
contemporary. It seems likely these remains indicate the 
remains of a small building, possibly associated with the 
nearby earthwork known as Caesar's Camp, interpreted 
as a stock enclosure, although no link between the two 
sites has been shown. 

Hurst Park, East Molesey (TQ 145 688). 

Excavation by Phil Andrews of Wessex Archaeology for 
Wates Built Homes Ltd. in advance of development, 
following on from evaluation earlier in the year. The 
features excavated included six sunken featured 
buildings, four of two-post construction, one of four-post 
and one with irregularly placed post-holes. Several 
shallow ditches (undated) may represent associated plot 
or field boundaries. Other features included three pits and 
one possible drier. Charred plant remains from one of the 
SFBs included large quantities of grain and weed seeds. 

Former Court Lodge School, Horley (TQ 273 432). 

A watching brief by Steve Dyer of the Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit for Admiral Homes Ltd. on 
groundworks associated with development recorded a 
number of narrow ditches, probably indicating field 
boundaries. No dating evidence was recovered from the 
ditches themselves, but some medieval pottery was 
recovered from the spoil. The ditches may relate to the 
moated homestead site 100m to the south. 

EAST SUSSEX 

Mayfield, Mayfield Chuchyard (TQ 587271). 

A desk-top assessment of the archiepiscopal palace at 
Mayfield and its environs was carried out by M.F. 
Gardiner of the Field Archaeology Unit (Institute of 
Archaeology, London) in advance of the proposed 
extension to the graveyard. The assessment identified the 
probable layout of the buildings and located the boundary 
of the adjoining park. It is suggested that the palace was 
founded in 1260. The buildings were much reduced in 
size after the Dissolution when the palace was adapted to 
be a gentry house. Further buildings were demolished in 
1730-40 and in the early 19th century. The site was 
bought in 1866 to form a convent and the buildings were 
restored by Pugin. 

WEST SUSSEX 

Burpham, Village Hall (TQ039089). 

S, Stevens of the Field Archaeology Unit (Institute of 
Archaeology, London) carried out limited excavations for 
Hickie and Lewis Ltd in advance of the reconstruction of 
the village hall which is situated with a fort recorded in 
the Burghal Hidage. Excavations had been undertaken 
here in 1972/73 by H. Sutermeister (1976) when the hall 
was first constructed. The new area had been heavily 
disturbed in the earlier work and two post-holes located 
had been previously emptied. A number of stake-holes 

44 



possibly associated with the post-holes were recorded. 
Plough-marks were noted in the underlying chalk. No 
artefacts were recovered. A short report will be published 
in the Sussex, Archaeological Collections. 

Reference 
H. Suterincister 1976. 'Burpham: A Settlement site within 
the Saxon Defences', Sussex Archaeological Collections 
114. 194-206. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

Admington, (SP 200460). 

Work has continued by Christopher Dyer on the 
documentary and material evidence for the settlement and 
landscape history of this south Warwickshire parish 
containing the two village territories of Admington and 
Lark Stoke. 

The programme of field walking has continued. Now 
there are 54 find spots of prehistoric flints, and 10 sites 
have produced iron age pottery. The number of sites with 
evidence of Romano-British occupation has reached 54 
also. 4 concentrations of Roman-British material each 
implying settlement sites, have been found. Two of these 
are associated with lynchets, and the implication is that 
lynchets identified in other parts ofthe parish, sometimes 
underlying ridge and furrow, are likely to be of Romano-
British (or late prehistoric) origin. If so, then much ofthe 
parish was divided into a rectangular pattern of fields 
before the middle ages. The pottery scatters associated 
with the sites of Romano-British farmsteads can be used 
to reconstruct their likely area of cultivation. These would 
support the view that the township boundary between 

Figure 11: Admington, Warwickshire. 

Lark Stoke and Admington was in existence in the 
Romano-British period. 

Earthwork surveys have now been completed in the 
shrunken village of Admington itself, and these confirm, 
with the evidence of surviving hedges and boundaries, 
that there is a marked difference between the pattern of 
tofts in the northern end ofthe village and to the south. 
The northern plots have more irregular shapes, which may 
imply that they belong to an earlier phase of settlement, 
and a likely hypothesis for the development of the 
settlement is that northern tofts were established first. 

Earthwork survey and observation of boundaries 
elsewhere in the parish have now established the precise 
site ofthe manorial mill, the chapel, and the line of various 
roads. 

Documentary research, particularly on court rolls, 
provides both topographical evidence and the social and 
demographic background for the expansion and decline 
of settlement within the parish. A combination of 
documentary and material evidence, reveals the ecology 
of the medieval landscape, with its small areas of 
woodland and lack of substantial areas of permanent 
pasture. The villages may have had access to adequate 
supplies of fuel, but substantial building timbers must 
have been brought from a considerable distance. 
Documentary evidence has been found for the great estate 
of Mickleton to which Admington belonged in the pre-
Conquest period. Associations between Mickleton church 
and the surrounding villages indicate the former existence 
of a large minster parish. However, this was by no means 
a neat and coherent unit, and there are many unresolved 
problems concerning other administrative connections of 
the villages ofthe district. 

The illustration shows the earthworks in the Northern part 
of Admington, with building platforms set well back from 
the road or green that ran north-south between the village 
and its fields. Note the irregular shape of the toft 
boundaries. 

Beaudesert, Riverside, Beaudesert Lane (SP 1520 
6590). 

Observation of foundation tren.ches for a house extension 
in the middle ofthe medieval settlement by B. Gethin of 
Warwickshire Museum revealed a layer containing 13th-
15th century pottery under a 0.85m build up of 19th 
century material. As the geological natural was not 
reached further medieval deposits may have survived 
below. 

Fenny Compton, Manor Cottages, Northend Road 
(SP 4155 5245). 

An evaluation of two building plots on the north side of 
Northend Road was carried out by G. Eyre-Morgan of 
Warwickshire Museum on behalf of Christ Church College, 
Oxford. Immediately to the north ofthe site there is an area 
of shrunken village earthworks. A single trial trench was dug 
on each plot. That on the western plot located a wall (0.8m 
wide) of a building fronting the road. This was presumably a 
house and was associated with 12th-15th century pottery. 
The trench on the eastern plot found a small quantity of 
probable building rubble but had been largely disturbed by 
modern gardening activity. 
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Nuneaton, Nuneaton Rugby Club, Liberty Way (SP 
377 917). 

Four contractors test pits were observed by B. Gethin of 
Warwickshire Museum on the site of a proposed rugby 
pitch which will cover part of the site of Horeston Grange, 
a medieval manorial complex, consisting of three moated 
enclosures which are still partly visible as earthworks. 
Part of the site had been used to dump ash from steam 
engines from the nearby railway and the trenches were 
intended to establish the extent of this dumping. Trenches 
1 and 2 were dug across the moat ditch of the southern 
enclosure which proved to 2m wide x 0.3m deep, and 
sealed by 0.3-0.5m of topsoil. Trenches 3 and 4 which lay 
within the enclosure contained layers of ash and slag. The 
trenches produced no medieval finds and no features were 
located within the moat. 

Spernall (SP 0860 6220). 

An evaluation of land required for a new bridge on the 
edge of the medieval village involving resistivity survey 
and three trial trenches was carried out by J. Thomas of 
Warwickshire Museum. To the east of the existing bridge 
the resistivity results suggested an oval earthwork house 
plot might contain two buildings. Trenching of one 
revealed timber settings, and a second trench showed the 
ground made up by dumping layers of rubbish. The plot 
was occupied in the 13th-early 14th centuries and then 
abandoned, although the one to the north was occupied 
until the late 18th/early 19th century. A second earthwork 
platform to the east had been disturbed by 18th century 
ditches and a WWII Home Guard gun emplacement. 

YORKSHIRE 

Wood Hall Moated Manor Project (SE 536 206>. 

Selby District of North Yorkshire (formerly West Riding 
of Yorkshire). 

Project sponsored by National Power pic and merged by 
North Yorkshire County Council. 

Excavations in 1994 have concentrated, in Area 20, on 
the continued investigation of the entrance to the moated 
site, and on the excavation of late medieval/early post-
medieval features including an area used as gardens. Area 
26 was extended by mechanical excavator to cover an 
area of approx. 2500 sq ms along the north of the moated 
platform. 

Area 20 
During the 1993 season evidence for a sequence of timber 
bridges was discovered, initially thought to cross the moat 
on two alignments. The three posts originally thought to 
belong to the earliest alignment were in fact found to be 
part of the rubble belonging to the gatehouse demolition. 
At present there is evidence for only one crossing 
allignment, so far known to have four phases of timber 
bridge. The identification letters now run from the earliest 
- Z, A, B, C, - the latest. 

Samples from the last two phases, C and B, were sent for 
dating to the Dendrochronological Laboratory at the 
University of Sheffield, by courtesy of a British Academy 
Award. The samples from the first of these two 
drawbridges, phase B, produced a felling date of AD 
1493. This gives a date for the construction of the bridge 

and the stone gatehouse c. AD 1493/94. The alterations 
to the structure of the drawbridge which resulted in phase 
C were undertaken using timbers from trees felled in AD 
1560/61. 

In July 1994 the seven timbers of the phases B and C 
bridges were lifted from the moat, revealing the timbers 
of bridges A and Z. 

Bridge A was originally a single span crossing the full 
width of the moat, based on two 10m long oak beams 
(longitudinal sole plates or LSPs) which were shortened 
by c. 2.5m in AD 1493/94 to accommodate the towers of 
the stone gatehouse. The bridge structure was supported 
by at least 8 trestles jointed into the LSPs by mortise and 
tenon joints. The LSPs themselves were supported on the 
outside ends of the transverse sole plates (TSPS) of the 
earlier Z bridge. After shortening c. 1493/4 to make way 
for the gatehouse towers, the A phase LSPs were wedged 
using re-used roof timbers of which showed signs of 
Death Watch Beetle attack. 

Bridge Z, the earliest so far discovered, appears to have 
been a drawbridge. Only the southern part of the structure 
has been identified to date, stretching from the south bank 
to the centre of the moat. It consists of two LSPs 
connected to two TSPs by housing joints. These four 
timbers supported two vertical trestles, forming a strong 
box-frame. No evidence for the northern part of the bridge 
has been found. 

Samples from bridges A and Z were again sent for tree-
ring dating to Sheffield University, by courtesy of a grant 
from the British Academy. Only one date, AD 1458, was 
obtained for bridge A, from an original structural timber. 
A date for bridge Z is still awaited. 

Some very interesting finds have again been recovered 
from the water-logged levels of the moat. Items of leather 
and wood include shoes, a belt, wooden bowls, a cheese 
press and a whipping top. Metal items include pewter 

Figure 12: Wood Hall, Area 20, showing major features. 

46 



spoons, a silvered copper harness bell, and window lead 
with the diamond-shaped glass 'quarries' still in place. 
One of the most unusual finds was the remains of a door, 
probably of fifteenth century date. It was constructed of 
two cleft oak boards, each c. 50cm wide, nailed to a batten 
frame. The key hole and part of the lockplate have been 
found, but unfortunately not the key! 

At the north-eastern corner of Area 20, excavation has 
been concentrated on part of a 16th/17th century 
rectangular garden bed. All the soil from here has been 
sieved and large quantities of finds recovered. Further to 
the west, 13 linear planting trenches, to the south by a 
wall base, represent the remains of an earlier, more formal 
garden which is presently under investigation. Analysis 
of the pollen and seeds remaining in the soil should 
identify some of the plants which were grown in the 
gardens. 

Area 26 
At the beginning of the excavation season an area of 
approx.2500 sq ms on the north side of the moated 
platform was stripped of topsoil and accumulated rubble, 
and a geophysical survey undertaken. It had been thought 
that this area was a likely site for the manor house, but the 
survey showed that this was not the case. Excavation 
revealed clear evidence for medieval ploughing; it now 
appears that after the moat was dug, this area of the site 
was given over to agricultural use, and continued so until 
modern times. The manorial complex still awaits 
discovery. 

National Power pic, the sponsors of the Wood Hall 
Project, have agreed to fund excavations for a further 
four years from April 1995, followed by post-excavation 
to publication. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

Ballywee, Country Antrim (J 2185 8987). 

A second season of conservation/consolidation directed 
by Nonnan Crothers for Environment Service: Historic 
Monuments and Buildings (DOENI), was carried out in 
the summer of 1994. The main task undertaken was the 
clearance, consolidation, and conservation of a large 
souterrain at the east of the site. As part of this process 
some excavation was required to the east and south of the 
souterrain. 

Excavation was restricted to two trenches. Trench I was 
an L-shaped baulk remaining from earlier excavations, 
which had uncovered the partial remains of a structure 
associated with the souterrain. Excavation of this baulk 
revealed a succession of structures closely associated with 
the souterrain, a second entrance to the souterrain at the 
east end of creep 3, and a pit which may have been a kiln. 
Trench 2 lay between a paved area excavated in 1974 and 
the back of the south wall of chamber 4 of the souterrain. 
Excavation revealed the remains of at least two structures, 
a shallow gully widening to a shallow depression, and an 
extensive area of burning. Finds recovered include 
souterrain ware pottery, iron working slag, iron knife 
blade fragments, and rubbing stones. All of the finds date 
to the period around the tenth century AD. 

SCOTLAND 

Reports on Fieldwork by the Archaeology Division of 
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland in 1994. 

The two ground-survey programmes of the RCAHMS, 
the National Archaeological Survey and the Afforestable 
Land Survey, since their formation, in 1985 and 1989 
respectively, have taken a landscape approach to the 
archaeology, and have mapped extensive medieval and 
later settlement remains in many parts of Scotland. As 
may be seen from the distribution map (Fig. 13), these 
surveys sample both those regions in which the 
Commission has not worked before, and, in order to 
record the later landscape, also those which were covered 
in the Inventory programme. 

Figure 13 

National Archaeological Survey 

In 1994 South-East Perth: an archaeological landscape 
was published as a companion volume to North-east 
Perth, published in 1990. North-east Perth looks at an 
upland zone on the southern fringes of the Highlands, 
where there are extensive tracts of relict landscape, 
including both cultivation and settlement remains. In 
contrast the survey area of South-east Perth straddles 
Strathmore and the Carse of Gowrie, and the study 
examines the problems of settlement archaeology across 
a lowland zone in which agriculture has been intensive 
and where upstanding remains are few. Work in Eastern 
Dumfriesshire, an area which offers a similar balance of 
upland and lowland, is well advanced and is expected to 
be published in 1996. 

In the spring of 1994 a survey of the Hebridean islands of 
Canna and Sanday was initiated. The survey is being 
undertaken in conjunction with the National Trust for 
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Scotland, who were gifted the islands in 1981, and 
involves the mapping by EDM of all visible 
archaeological features at a scale of 1:5000. The 
archaeology of the islands spans the best part of 6000 
years, from prehistoric to recent times, and is both diverse 
and relatively well preserved. The increasing rabbit 
population, however, poses a serious threat to many sites, 
in particular the hundreds of mounds which are to be 
found across the islands. Many of these mounds represent 
the remains of transhumance settlements and are the result 
of successive occupations. In some instances the stone 
footings of a small hut can be seen on top. Pottery has 
been recovered from the upcast of the rabbit burrows, 
and these sherds range in date from Late Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age to Medieval/Post Medieval. Cultivation 
remains extend across a large part of both islands, and the 
natural terraces that are a feature of the southside of 
Canna have been used extensively, most covered by lazy 
beds, with piles of cleared stones set on the edges of the 
plots. Much of this cultivation is identified as arable 
ground on an estate map of Canna and Sanday, dating to 
1805, which also shows the township boundaries and 
settlements. The results of the survey are to be prepared 
for publication in 1996. 

Afforestable Land Survey 

During 1994 field work was carried out in the following 
areas: to the east of Creetown in Dumfries and Galloway 
(106 sq. kms.), Achiltibuie in Wester Ross, Highland (60 
sq. kms.), the Wilsontown area of Lanarkshire, 
Strathclyde (50 sq. kms), and the Craigievar area of 
Aberdeenshire, Grampian (100 sq. kms.). This builds 
upon the surveys of Mar Lodge in the Cairngorms, 
Grampian (290 sq. kms) and Strathbraan in Tayside (77 

sq. kms) carried out in 1993. 

Reports of surveys were published in 1993 on Waternish, 
Skye and Strath ofKildonan, and in 1994 on Glenesslin, 
Nithsdaie; Southdean, Borders; and Braes of Doune, 
copies of which may be obtained direct from the 
RCAHMS. All these reports deal with medieval and later 
rural settlement as well as other aspects and periods of 
landuse. Both Southdean, Borders and the forthcoming 
report on Mar Lodge include a discussion of the particular 
effects of a medieval hunting forest upon settlement. In 
the case of Southdean this encompasses a rare horizon of 
settlement characteristic of the 12th to 15th centuries with 
assart boundaries, as well as late medieval and post 
medieval settlement, including peel houses. In Mar the 
pattern of settlement was restricted to the main strath, 
Strath Dee, until the relaxation of forest laws in the later 
17th century. This led to a short-lived phase of settlement 
in the side valleys (e.g. Fig. 14) and on the upper reaches 
of the Dee, which were progressively cleared in the late 
18th and the first half of the 19th century, as hunting 
again became popular on the estate. 

In addition to this work, an exercise is to be carried out 
during 1994-5, in which sites that are depicted as 
abandoned on the 1st edition of the OS six-inch, are 
flagged in the Record as settlement sites. Since much of 
the clearance of settlement in the Highlands took place in 
the late 18th and 19th centuries, many of the abandoned 
townships were recent enough to be mapped, as in the 
Strath ofKildonan, and provide an immediate source for 
the location of post medieval settlement. This will provide 
a good indication of the extent ofpost medieval settlement 
for this region, and will help direct our survey resources 
in years to come. 

kiln(c) corn kiln 
kiln(l) lime kiln 

Dail Rosaigh 

920 

Figure 14 
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WALES 

Clwyd 

Historic Settlement Surveys 
Rapid assessment surveys of historic towns and villages 
in Powys and parts of Clwyd have been reported in 
previous years (AIW 32, 54; 33,43). The aim in 1994/95 
is to complete the programme and at the time of writing 
reports on Alyn and Deeside District (12 settlements) and 
Rhuddlan Borough (15) have been finished and those on 
Delyn Borough (17) and Glyndwr District (45) are 
underway. 

The study of Rhuddlan Borough covered 15 settlements, 
of which 7 were thought to be postmedieval in original 
while the remaining 8 can probably be classed as early 
medieval or medieval foundations. Unlike previous 
surveys, very few new sites were identified during the 
course of the survey. This is partly a reflection of the fact 
that parish surveys had previously been systematically 
carried out in this area, and partly that, due to the modem 
expansion of many of the settlements examined, very few 
undeveloped plots still remained within the original 
historic cores. 

Funding for the work has been provided by Cadw with 
material assistance from all the local authorities involved 
(CPAT Reports Nos 112 and 116). 

Bob Silvester and Wendy Owen, Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust. 

Elan valley Uplands Survey, Radnorshire and 
Breconshire 

The Elan Valley reservoirs lie in the heart of the Cambrian 
Mountains on the boundary between the old counties of 
Radnorshire and Breconshire. In 1993/94 staff from 
CPAT and the National Trust undertook a joint project in 
the area, funding for CPAT's involvement being provided 
by the Royal Commission for Ancient and Historical 
Monuments in Wales (RCAHMW) under the Uplands 
Initiative scheme. 

A single survey transect was defined on an east/west axis 
to the south of Afon Claerwen, a tract about 10km long 
and 1.4m wide. Except for the eastern end of the transect, 
all of the survey area fell within the large Elenydd Site of 
Special Scientific Interest, and the whole of it lay within 
the Cambrian Mountains Environmentally Sensitive 
Area. 

The transect took in a minimum of improved grassland, 
and only on the north-facing slopes above Caban-coch 
reservoir were pasture fields relating to the farms of 
Marchnant and Llanerch-cawr examined. The rest - well 
over 95% of the total - was unimproved and utilised as 
sheepwalk. It ranged from peat deposits of over a metre 
thickness supporting heather and bilberry and broken up 
by peat hags, with wide areas of tussock grass, through 
bracken-covered hillsides, to plateaux covered with short, 
cropped grassland. In the vicinity of Llyny Ferlen, the 
land rose to 570m OD, but generally most of the plateaux 
in the survey area do not exceed 500m OD. At lower 
altitudes very little land below 300m OD was examined. 

A total of 126 archaeological features or groups of 
features were recognised during the transect survey. 

Twenty-four (19%) of these had previously been 
recorded, giving a ratio of 1:4.2 5 for known to unknown 
sites. In addition, the existing record was weighted 
heavily towards prehistoric sites: of the 24 recorded, more 
than 70% fell within that period category. 

Almost without exception the Middle Ages was 
seemingly represented solely by hafotai, though how 
many of these extrinsically undatable structures can be 
tied to the medieval era needs to be resolved by 
excavation. Hafotai in the Elan Valley were almost 
invariably on valley floors close to streams. Frequently 
isolated structures, rectangular in shape, up to 9m long 
with low stone foundations, some were accompanied by a 
second walled feature, perhaps a fold or an ancillary 
building. Two spots within the survey area had hafotai 
groups. On a spur beside the stream known as Chwefri 
were several structures (SN 9360) including a three-cell 
sheep fold, a small rock shelter and five rectangular and 
sub-rectangular buildings in varying states of 
preservation. A more mixed group occupied flattish 
ground beside Nant Rhyd-goch (SN 9161). It included 
the putative prehistoric enclosure mentioned above and 
at least five hafod-like structures. (CPAT Report No.97). 

Bob Silvester, Clywd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 

AUSTRIA 

Oberpfaffendorf, Lower Austria 

The excavations at a fortified, high-altitude settlement, 
located above a loop of the river Thaya, which was started 
in 1993 was continued in 1994. A part of a stone structure 
was uncovered; but its function is not clear yet. Within 
the stone structure a bronze-cast earring was found. Some 
houses plans were uncovered. Furthermore a section-
rampart constructed as a wooden box, filled with stone 
was sectioned. A lot of (graphite)-pottery-fragments and 
bones were found, as well some "Hungarian" arrow-tips. 
Because of the artefacts the settlement is dated to the 10th 
century A.D. 

Sabine Felgenhauer 

Thaya, Lower Austria 

The excavations in the deserted village of Hard, which 
were started in the 1970s were continued in 1994. The 
excavation of an estate farm (house 15) was continued. It 
was found that the estate consisted of several 
chronological different phases of construction; first a 
house with a cellar, then a round tower was added, which 
was torn down later. Pottery which was found in the estate 
house belongs to the 14th century. 

Sabine Felgenhauer 

ITALY 

The Cicolano Castles Project - 1994 Excavation 
Report 

The final season of survey and excavation work for the 
Cicolano Castles Project was carried out in August 1994 
in north-east Lazio, central Italy, by a team from the 
School of Archaeological Studies of the University of 
Leicester in collaboration with the Soprintendenza 
Archeologica per il Lazio and the Comunita Montana 
Salto-Cicolano. The Cicolano Castles Project overall 
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seeks to examine the pattern of medieval settlement in the 
Cicolano mountains through the investigation of a series 
of castles and associated villages. 

The results of the 1991 -1993 seasons have been published 
in the journal Archeologia Medievale (see summaries in 
MSRG Reports 1992,1993). The principal focus of 
research throughout has been the upland plateau zone of 
Rascino (1130m), an important medieval throughroute 
across the Apennines, where survey work had revealed 
the existence of two distinct village sites, one in the 
immediate proximity of a castle and comprising at most 
50-60 houses/structures, and another, smaller village 
complex of c.15 houses in the plain below. A key aim 
throughout the Project has been to clarify the relationship 
between these villages and the castle at Rascino and to 
determine the sequence of settlement following the break
up of this nucleated occupation pattern. Previous seasons' 
study had indicated that both villages and castle were in 
fact occupied virtually contemporaneously, between the 
12th/13th and 14th centuries. 

The 1994 season continued the investigation of two 
buildings located at the base of the castle hill but some 
'distance from the Lower Village. The buildings were 
assumed to relate to a farmstead postdating the two village 
settlements and thereby resembling the present scattered 
pattern of life. Area A forms the central room of an 
elongated building comprising five/six rooms; work here 
has revealed a partitioned room with compact mortar 
floor and three doorways, and with indications of the 
reuse of the walls of a pre-existing building. To the west 
of Area A are earthwork and rubble traces of a smaller 
elongated structure, again perhaps featuring five rooms: 
Area B sought to examine the southern part of this 
structure. Excavations here revealed two distinct rooms, 
the southernmost one of which saw a destruction by fire 
in whose destruction deposit were the shattered fragments 
of a series of cooking pots and other vessels, as well as 
the lock of the burnt doorway. Interestingly, finds from 
both Area A and B cluster in the 14th-early 15th century, 
which surprisingly suggest that these buildings too 
overlap at least partially with the Upper and Lower 
Villages. If so - though the final pottery report is awaited 
- these data indicate that Areas A and B mark a further 
episode of the high settlement activity on the Rasdno 
plateau in the Middle Ages. Certainly, however, the 
discovery of an array of late medieval pottery (ranging 
from an eggcup to jars and jugs) from a closely sealed 
domestic context* in Area B has provided an unexpected 
and exciting bonus to the end of the Project. Close 
analysis of this material will offer important new guides 
for the study of medieval domestic pottery in central Italy. 

Problematic, therefore, remains the explanation for the 
demise of the population after the 14th century. 
Potentially climatic deterioration may have played an 
important part, with more severe winters preventing 
permanent settlement on the high plains - analysis of a 
core taken from the Lago di Rascino may prove vital in 
assessing this hypothesis; alternatively, depopulation may 
have occurred because of a marginalisation of the zone 
politically, militarily and economically, and with the 
growth of nearby urban centres such as Rieti and L' A qui la 
drawing away the Rascino farmers. A full report on the 
excavations at Rascino is currently in preparation for the 

Papers of the British School at Rome. Detailed reports on 
the excavations undertaken elsewhere during the 
Cicolano Castles Project, namely Macchiatimone and 
Poggio Poponesco, will be published in Archeologia 
Medievale. 

Neil Christie, Paul Beavitt & Tersilio Leggio. 
(School of Archaeological Studies, University of 
Leicester; Museo di Farfa). 

SPAIN 

The Serra De L'AImirant Survey, Spain, 1994-95 

The Serra d'Almirant survey is a research project 
comprising the archaeological, architectural and 
ethnographic study of an upland area some 30km inland 
from the coast, between Alicante and Valencia in eastern 
Spain. The zone contains many traces of human activity 
dating from prehistoric times to the present, but modern 
development, particularly in terms of forestry growth, 
clay extraction and the construction of weekend homes, 
means that much of this evidence is under threat. The 
Serra de I'Almirant Survey Project, initiated in 1994 and 
carried out in conjunction with Denia Museum and the 
Department of Archaeology of the University of 
Valencia, therefore seeks to counteract such potential loss 
by mapping the archaeological data for the region through 
a programme of surveying and fieldwalking. In addition, 
the area was until recently an important zone for 
pastoralism, a practice which can be traced back fully 
into medieval times and with the likelihood of much older 
origins. Hence a further vital facet of the Project involves 
detailed ethnographic survey, interviewing active and 
retired shepherds and farmers to determine past and 
present practices and ownership patterns. 

Indeed, the most visible archaeological evidence on the 
Serra relates to recent (seventeenth-twentieth century) 
upland pastoral activity and includes sheep folds and 
other animal enclosures, field boundaries, cisterns, 
farmhouses and corralls - a form of archaeological 
landscape which compares closely with that studied by 
the project leaders in the Cicolano region of Central Italy 
(see MSRG Reports 1991-93). Only one working farm 
persists, a clear indication of the decay in traditional land 
use in this marginal zone. The vast majority of these 
features are unrecorded, and the 1994 season commenced 
the recording of the extant and ruinous farmhouses and 
corralls and their related field systems. Many farm units 
are documented as active by the seventeenth century, and 
structural analysis suggests that some buildings and 
terraces may be older still in origin. Certainly documents 
for the region indicate a relatively healthy exploitation of 
the Serra in Islamic and Christian times (from the eleventh 
century onwards), although there is as yet little 
archaeological trace of this medieval activity. 

Fieldwalking in 1994 has provided some initial 
indications of a prehistoric (epi-palaeolithic), Iberian and 
medieval presence, nowhere of substantial character. The 
Roman gap is somewhat surprising, although the areas 
walked remain fairly restricted. At the same time, 
however, one must note that detailed geomorphological 
study shows that the Serra has witnessed major alluviation 
through time, with extensive hill wash recognised in the 
upland plain (to a depth of up to 3m in those areas of clay 
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extraction) which may obscure much potential early 
archaeology. 

The 1995 season focused chiefly on the detailed study of 
a set of selected abandoned farms/corralls in order to gain 
a clearer understanding of construction techniques, 
location strategy (in terms of water resources, 
communciations, etc.), and land use. In most cases the 
corralls exhibit at least two main phases of use/ownership, 
which may in part reflect changes in local land control 
and economies; in all cases extensive networks of 
terracing can be identified, skilfully exploiting the rather 
minimal seasonal water flow from slopes and down 
ravines. Relict traces of olive, cherry and cereal 
cultivation survive, and in some instances farmers from 
lowland villages still maintain some fields under 
cultivation. Surface pottery confirms that the key 
occupational activity relating to these farms and corralls 

Rupert Leo Scott Bruce-Mitford, MA, Litt.D, D.Litt. 
FBA, FSA. 

Born on 14 June 1914 and died on 10 March 1994 at the 
age of 79. He was educated at Christ's Hospital and 
Hertford College, Oxford, of which he became an 
honorary Fellow in 1984. Rupert was one of three Oxford 
graduates who, in the late 1930s, set the guidelines for 
medieval archaeology as we know it today (J. G. Hurst, A 
Review of Archaeological Research (to 1968), in M. 
Beresford&. J. G. Hurst, eds. DesertedMedieval Villages 
Studies, (1971, 77). Martyn Jope was working on 
medieval pottery and excavating, in 1938 and 1939, a 
deserted medieval village at Great Beere, Devon; John 
Ward Perkins was working on paving tiles (1937) and 
small finds at the London Museum (1940). Bruce-Mitford 
was appointed as Temporary Assistant Keeper at the 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, in 1937. He spent most of 
the year with Martyn Jope watching machines excavating 
the basement for the Bodleian Library Extension. The 
publication in Oxoniensia (IV, 1939, 89-146) was a 
seminal paper in medieval pottery studies which 
established for the first time a firm datable sequence for a 
medieval town. Also between 1937 and 1939, Rupert 
carried out pioneer excavations at the deserted medieval 
village of Seacourt, Berkshire, which demonstrated 
beyond all doubt the promise of such sites'. A report was 
promptly published in Oxoniensia (V', 1940, 31-41). 

Rupert joined the British Museum in 1938 as Assistant 
Keeper and, after war service in the Royal Signals 
returned to the BM where he became involved in his 
major life's work on Sutton Hoo. He was appointed 
Keeper of British and Medieval Antiquities in 1954, and 
of Medieval and Later Antiquities in 1969; he retired in 
1975. 

It was in the annus mirabilis of Medieval archaeology in 
1946 when Maurice Beresford first visited Wharram 
Percy, when Kenneth St Joseph was first photographing 
DMVs, and when the crucial Cambridge meeting called 

belongs to the seventh-nineteenth centuries, although 
there are some indications of an earlier, medieval 
presence at certain sites. 

It is hoped that future seasons will continue the detailed 
architectural analysis of these ruinous buildings and 
terraces and that selective excavations will allow for a 
more precise chronology to be formulated for their 
structural sequence. Fieldwalking has already extended 
our archaeological understanding of exploitation in the 
Serra, but continued study should assist in tracing the 
historically documented medieval presence. A full report 
on the first season appeared in the journal Saguntum, 28, 
1995, 229-244; a second interim is forthcoming. 

Neil Christie, Paul Beavitt 
(School of Archaeological Studies, University of 
Leicester). 

by Prof. M. M. Postan in June, followed by a tour of 
Leicestershire sites, established the need for a 
multidisciplinary study of DMVs (Hurst 1971), that 
Rupert published, in October, his resounding call for the 
study of medieval archaeology in the Archaeological 
News Letter (1, No. 6, pp, 1-4), This pointed out that 
most previous medieval work had been concentrated on 
the more colourful aspects of medieval life, cathedrals, 
castles and abbeys; stained glass and illuminated 
manuscripts, armour and costume; and the great range of 
more strictly documentary studies, such as heraldry and 
genealogy, literature and lore. William Hoskins had 
lectured on aspects of medieval archaeology, including 
DMVs, at Leicester in the 1930s and Christopher Hawkes 
had urged the excavation of DMVs in 1937, saying that 
'an archaeologist's picture of an English 14th-century 
peasant community would be a unique contribution to the 
historians, knowledge of the Middle Ages', but it was in 
Rupert's 1948 ANL article that an agenda for DMV 
studies was first published. Rupert suggested that 'Air-
Photography should now make possible the identification 
of some of these village sites not yet recognised on the 
ground, and should ease excavation by disclosing 
something of the plans of identified sites'. 

With the formation of the Deserted Medieval Village 
Research Group in 1952 Rupert became a founder 
member. His interest facilitated the publication of the first 
interim assessment on Wharram Percy in his 1956 Recent 
Archaeological excavations in Britain. When the Society 
of Medieval Archaeology was founded in 1957, he 
became its first President. Although most of the rest of 
his life was to be devoted to Sutton Hoo, he had 
excavated, between 1949 and 1954, the medieval 
settlement site of Mawgan Porth, Cornwall, demon
strating the early medieval use of the long-house. His 
report was completed shortly before his death and will be 
published shortly by English Heritage. Rupert Bruce-
Mitford may, therefore, be clearly seen as one of the main 
pioneers in the formation of modern medieval 

Obituaries 
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archaeology, and of the study of medieval rural settlement 
in particular. For a fuller obituary with more details of his 
life, and work on Sutton Hoo, see Martin Biddle in the 
Times for 23 March 1994. 

John G.Hurst. 

Donald Benjamin Harden,CBE, MA, Ph.D, Hon. FBA, 
FSA. 

Born in Dublin on 8 July 1901 and died on 13 April 1994 
at the age of 92. He was educated at Westminster and 
Trinity College, Cambridge. He became Assistant Keeper 
of Antiquities at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, in 1929 
and Keeper (1945-56) when he moved to be Director of 
the London Museum, till retirement in 1970. Most 
obituaries have concentrated on his major contributions 
to glass studies culminating in his three Presidential 
addresses to the Royal Archaeological Institute (1966-9). 
Donald's impact on medieval archaeology was also of 
great importance. He played a crucial role in the 
formation of the Society for Medieval Archaeology and 
edited Medieval Archaeology for seventeen years 
(Medieval Archaeology, XXXVIII, 1994, 182-3). 

I first met Donald at the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, in 1948, when he was Recorder 
of Section H. My parents, as scientists, had always 
attended the B.A. and the Brighton meeting was my first 
post-war attendance, on release from National Service, as 
I was about to go up to Cambridge to read archaeology 
that October. From this point Donald was the main mentor 
in my career. He encouraged me at Cambridge, where I 
was at his old College. He was generous in support and 
advice, as he was to so many students. When I was 
becoming rather bored with Prehistory at Cambridge, 
with its complete lack of any practical instruction or 
experience, he encouraged me to branch out and take up 
medieval research. In 1950 Donald helped me in my plans 
to excavate the medieval moated manor of Northolt, 
Middlesex, thus launching my medieval career. With my 
aim of trying to recover the complete plan of the manor, 
instead of the usual trenches on earlier excavations, he 
was supporting a pioneer effort in one of our Groups 
major subjects of research. 

In 1951, while I was starting a Ph.D on Saxo-Norman 
pottery, after graduation at Cambridge, he recommended 
that I should apply for a job as Assistant Inspector of 
Ancient Monuments in the then Ministry of Works. At 
my Civil Service Commission Interview, a formidable 
occasion in a little room off the main staircase of 
Burlington Gardens, I was very pleasantly surprised to 
find that Donald was the external member of the 
interviewing board. This was in fact the turning point of 
my career for, at the interview when asked what I was 
working on, I propounded my thoughts on a programme 
of research into Deserted Medieval Villages. Accom
panying his letter wishing me 'every success in the job', 
and saying that he was 'only too happy that he had had 
some part in the affair, Donald enclosed a formal request 
for me to read a paper, on the study of deserted villages, 
to the British Association in Belfast in September 1952. 
Spending the summer collecting data for this lecture 
finally persuaded me of the value of the subject and its 
possibilities and so led directly to the formation of the 

Deserted Medieval Village Research Group and 40 years 
excavation at Wharram Percy. Without Donald's support 
and encouragement things might well have taken another 
turn, my interest in the period might well have remained 
limited to pottery, on which I was working when Donald 
intervened. In, my early years in the MOW Donald was a 
source of constant encouragement and advice, and, 
followed with interest my work on DMVs. Donald 
Harden had a major impact on the formation of medieval 
archaeology as a discipline., and without his interest and 
support the DMVRG might well not have been formed in 
the way it was. 

John G. Hurst. 

Mrs. Ada Milner 

As the years pass the veterans leave us. No one was more 
a veteran of the (former) Deserted Medieval Village 
Research Group then Mrs Ada Milner. It was at a meeting 
in her cottage, and over an egg tea from the Milner hens, 
that in August 1953 John Hurst first brought together 
those whom he welded into the DMVRG. 

Before the war her husband's blindness through a quarry 
accident had left her with the responsibility of bringing 
up four young children, although his continued mobility 
in looking after the hens, geese and pigs on their tiny 
small holding was very remarkable. At the time of the 
first Beresford excavations in 1950-2 the Milner family 
were still tenants of the western cottage in the range at 
Wharram Percy which were eventually to be the 
excavation HQ, whence they dispensed hospitality and 
tea. After their move to the Railway Cottage at Wharram 
le Street station Mrs Milner took over the Post Office at 
Wharram Cross Roads, for forty years its telephone the 
line of communication between the excavation and the 
outside world, and its mail bag for three weeks each year 
swollen with letters and parcels from many countries. The 
Post Office shop always excited the wonder of the many 
overseas volunteers who over the years made it their first 
port of call after alighting from the afternoon bus: it must 
narrowly have escaped the attention of thcGuinness Book 
of Records as a candidate for England's smallest post 
office, being in truth no more than the kitchen-scullery of 
a two-roomed cottage, the upstairs bedrooms of which 
from to time housed an overflow of excavators. 

Small in stature (see Beresford and Hurst, Wharram 
Percy, 1990, Fig. 13) but of immense energy and limitless 
kindness, she remained cheerful to her last days, sharing 
one of the Station Cottages with her daughter, Myrtle, 
who succeeded her as postmistress. She usually came 
back to Wharram Percy for the annual church service, 
and was the modest centre of attention among her many 
old friends at the final celebration in July 1990, the oldest 
living survivor of the deserted village. 

She died on 7 February 1994, just after her 93rd birthday, 
and is buried alongside her husband and daughter, June, 
in Wharram le Street churchyard. A number of excavators 
Joined the local congregation at her funeral. 

Maurice Beresford. 
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Professor J. K. S. St. Joseph, F.B.A., C.B.E.,Hon Lit. 
D., 1912- 1994. 

Kenneth St. Joseph, Professor Emeritus and former 
Curator In Aerial Photography in the University of 
Cambridge, died suddenly on 11 March 1994. What 
follows is not designed as an obituary: there were several 
of these in newspapers, and of subsequent memoirs Robin 
Glasscock's in J. of Historical Geography, xxi, 1995, 75 
-77 is very relevant to matters in this Report. It is a brief 
note of two respects In which I became involved with him 
that may be of interest to students of the historiography of 
medieval settlement studies. It could not be a memoir of 
the whole man: others have written of his shyness and 
reserve. I can only say that through an amicable 
collaboration lasting from 1951 to 1979 we never used 
our Christian names nor did our conversation ever extend 
beyond the work we had in hand. 

1. The Cambridge Air Photograph Collection and the 
former DVMRG. 

Medieval earthworks - ridge-and-furrow, shrunken and 
deserted villages - first appear in his flight-records in 
June 1948. In recent years both John Hurst and I more 
than once questioned him unsuccessfully on the origin of 
his perception of medieval sites, which seemed to have 
begun on 18 June 1948 with a photograph of the village 
earthworks at Abbotstone, Bucks. That was remarkable, 
for on the previous day Professor Postan had organised a 
seminar at Cambridge, while Axel Steensberg was in 
England, and where Hoskins and I were invited to speak 
of our researches in the Midlands, followed the next day 
by an inspection of earthworks at Knaptoft and at 
Hamilton (Leics.) where Hoskins had recently dug some 
trial trenches. Moreover that month (unknown to each 
other) the future co-authors of Medieval England: an 
Aerial Survey each encountered the church and 
earthworks of Wharram Percy, the one on a circuit from a 
Cambridgeshire aerodrome on 22 June and the other on 
foot from a Yorkshire Youth Hostel on 26 June. 

The meeting at Peterhouse was an important stage in 
arousing interest in Cambridge, for it began a chain that 
eventually led through JGD Clark, Postan and Steensberg 
to Golson and Hurst (although Kenneth Dauncey of 
Birmingham, who was also at the seminar, was Postan's 
intended archaeological standard bearer before he lost 
interest). 

As far as I recall, St. Joseph was not at the seminar but he 
probably learned about it from another attender, Professor 
David Knowles. I did not myself meet nor correspond 
with St. Joseph until 1951 (below). Although I had 
showed slides from air photographs at the seminar and 
had used them in publications from 1947, these were all 
verticals from the R.A.F. collection then housed in Nissan 
huts at Medmenham. It was very remarkable that 
permission to visit and directly handle the contents of this 
vast collection was so readily given to an enquirer like 
myself with no University position; and indeed to recall 
the ease and cheapness with which prints could be 
purchased. 

Meanwhile St. Joseph's collection was accumulating. For 
the study of the medieval landscape his photographs were 
enormously more informative than the R.A.F. verticals. 
As obliques, they were much closer to normal vision; they 
were from a lower altitude, giving more detail and they 
were free of cloud interference; most importantly, each 
photograph was centred on a subject that had caught his 
eye or for which correspondents had made requests or 

suggestions. It was not surprising that many authors began 
to use them in publications. 

When, under John Hurst's inspiration, the newly-formed 
Deserted Medieval Village Research Group (1952) began 
to build up its files and county gazetteers It was to the 
Cambridge collection that it turned. Once or twice a year 
Hurst (usually with an assistant— Robin Glasscock, then 
John Sheail, and then Betty Ewins) made pilgrimages to 
view the new accessions and to order copies of the most 
informative, especially after (through Hoskins) an 
anonymous donor made funds available to the Group for 
this purpose. St. Joseph was supplied with the Group's 
site lists as they progressed, and he organised his flights 
to include as many as possible, and with his experience 
he was able to observe and record some sites which had 
not come to the Group's attention. A study of his 
catalogue will also show that he grewto have his favourite 
sites, visited time and time again, with a valuable record 
of appearances at different seasons; and as the years 
passed, of many disappearances under the plough1. 

2. Beresford and St. Joseph, Medieval England: An Aerial 
Survey. 

We must have met for the first time in the Spring of 1951, 
a year after my first excavations at Wharram Percy and a 
year before I first met John Hurst. In 1948 St. Joseph's 
position in Cambridge had been put on a firmer footing as 
Curator in Aerial Photography, for which Knowles' 
support as Professor of Medieval History and a Syndic of 
the University Press was invaluable. The series of books 
published by the Press using St. Joseph's photographs, 
with Knowles as its General Editor, began with their 
Monastic Sites from the Air published in 1952. 

Then in December 1950 Knowles wrote inviting me to 
meet St. Joseph and plan the contents of a successor to 
Monastic Sites. Even here there was an oddity: Knowles 
was confused, and sent his invitation to me at the 
University of Sheffield, and was puzzled why I had 
ignored it until the GPO returned it to him in February 
1951 as 'addressee unknown'. In the eventual time scale 
of publication leading to Medieval England: an Aerial 
Survey in 1958 this delay was insignificant. 

St. Joseph himself was a perfect collaborator; letters were 
answered almost by return of post; there was a continuous 
flow of new photographs and suggestions; and he was 
just the sort of copy editor needed by a co-author whose 
prose was given to metaphor and rhetoric2. 

(1) The oblique and vertical photographs accumulated by the former 
Group are available to the public at the R.C.H.M, Swindon. 

(2) 1 wish I could speak as well of the C.U.P: we completed the text, 
for which the Press had specified no maximum length, in 
December 1953 but the Press editors were nervous of the market 
prospects for such a book and requested substantial reductions. 
Excisions and consequent revision of the text were completed by 
May 1954 only to have further demands for curtailment in October 
1954 on grounds of rising printing costs; this was completed in 
July 1955, but we encountered a final demand for cuts in February 
1956, a bizarre saga which tried my temper although leaving St. 
Joseph (as ever) patient and calm. 

My letters from St. Joseph are now in the Brotherton Library Leeds, 
Special Collections together with the record of the C.U.P.'s later 
rejection of Beresford and Finberg, English Medieval Boroughs 
as having no market. 
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Book Review 

Braes of Doune: an Archaeological Survey 
RCAHMS Afforestable Land survey 
20pp, 23 figs Edinburgh, RCAHMS 1994. £3.50 ISSN 
0969-0694. 

The Scottish Royal commission, like its sister 
organisation in England, has ceased to produce county 
inventories and now targets its resources to particular 
areas of need. The Afforestable Land survey was 
established in 1989 to carry out archaeological survey in 
areas where there is likely to be forestry planting. It works 
on the basis of a rolling programme which is subject to 
consultation between the commission and Historic 
Scotland and takes advice from the Forestry commission 
and the Regional Archaeologists. 

Eighteen surveys have been completed, and areas from 
most parts of Scotland (except the northern isles, outer 
Hebrides, and Argyll) are now represented. Each report 
is the product of a team effort involving field work, air 
survey, photographic recording, and documentary 
research. The standard of scholarship and presentation is 
high, as would be expected. 

For the student of medieval rural settlement these surveys 
have great value because for the first time in Scotland 
they record medieval and postmedieval features in some 
detail. Many parts of Scotland are relatively inaccessible 
compared with England and Wales and so have attracted 
less attention from researchers. In the highland zone at 
least, there has also been an assumption that visible 
remains are probably 18th or 19th century in date unless 
they consist of hut circles or other features thought to be 
diagnostically early. 

Apart from the pioneering survey work of Roger Mercer 
in Caithness and Sutherland between 1976 and 19791, the 
excavations carried out in Sutherland by Fairhurst in the 
1960s2, and the many researches of Alex Morrison, little 
attention has previously been paid to medieval or later 
rural archaeology in Scotland: prehistory has 
predominated. There is a chronological gap of over 1000 
years in the archaeological record. As Leslie Alcock 
pointed out in 1980, 

To fill the gap, it is necessary first to believe that 
permanent buildings, recoverable by archaeology, had 
existed outside the Norse settled areas, this implies 
rejecting the myth of the footloose Celtic cowboy,... 
systematic surveys, at the level of intensity normal for 
prehistoric sites, would be invaluable.'3 

The Afforestable Land surveys are now proving Alcock's 
point. We are now presented with palimpsests of human 
activity in areas where previously there were occasional 
isolated features; a populated landscape where there was 
emptiness. Archaeology of all periods is recorded and 
discussed. 

In the case of the Braes of Doune survey, 75 square 
kilometres of southern Perthshire were examined. Four 
neolithic funerary monuments; thirteen Bronze Age round 
cairns and four hut-circles; ten circular or oval 
homesteads and two cropmark enclosures probably of the 
first millennium AD; four possible medieval buildings; 
and fourteen probably postmedieval ruined farmsteads 
were recorded, together with 210 shieling huts. 

As in the Commission's survey of North-east Perth (4), 
the Braes of Doune report notes the presence of circular 
or oval 'homesteads, consisting of substantial drystone 
walls and measuring some 15 metres across, which seem 
to date to the later first millennium AD. There are also 
buildings that seem to date to the later medieval period, 
which have rounded ends - one of them seems to be cut 
by later rig and furrow cultivation. There is a marked 
coincidence with hut-circle sites suggesting continuity or 
re-use of favoured locations for cultivation and settlement 
- something which might be expected in areas where only 
limited land is suitable for this. These results are 
important, providing the foundations for an understanding 
of landscape development and the possibility of 
establishing a typological framework. 

This survey is the latest in a series which is proving 
extremely important for the reasons given. At £3.50 it 
represents excellent value for money. Students of Scottish 
rural settlement and landscape history already owe the 
RCAHMS a considerable debt for offering such a basis 
and an incentive for further research. Long may they 
continue. 

Notes 
(1) Mercer, R. and Howell, J. M. Archaeological Field survey in 

Northern Scotland 1976-1979 Univ. of Edinburgh Dept. of 
Archaeology occ. Paper 4, 1980. 

(2) See, for example, Fairhurst, H. 'Rosal: a Deserted Township in 
Strathnaver, Sutherland', in Proceedings of the society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland, C, 1967-8, 137-169. 

(3) Alcock, L. 'Early Historic Settlement Problems in Scotland', in 
Rural Settlement studies: some recent work, ed. A. Morrison, 
University of Glasgow, 1980. 

(4) RCAHMS, North-East Perth: an Archaeological Landscape 
Edinburgh 1990. 

John Wood 
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Bibliography of Works on British Medieval Rural 
Settlement Published in 1994 

Compiled by Christopher Dyer 

Books 
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Articles 
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Membership Changes 1994 
A list of Founder Members with their addresses was published In Report No.2 (1987); subsequent changes in the membership and changes of 
address have been published annually since then, Listed below are changes recorded in 1994. Members are asked to send any corrections, new 
addresses etc. to the Hon. Treasurer, Dr R. E. Glasscock (Department of Geography, Downing Place, Cambridge CB2 3EN) who maintains the 
membership records. 

New members 1994 
B. BELLAMY, 
5 New Road, Geddington, Northants. NN14 1AT 

C. D. BRITTEN, 
35 Bonner Grove, Aldridge, West Midlands W59 ODU 

JUDYBROUGH, 
65 Pound Close, Lyneham, Wilts, SN15 4QY 

R. E. CHAMBERS, 
5 Newbolt Close, Paulerspury, Towcester, Northants. NN12 7NM 

MRS A. P. DEAVES, 
176 West Street, Dunstable, Beds. LU6 1NX 

P. DEVILLE, 
Knowle House, Camforth Hall Lane, Goosnargh, Lanes. PR3 2EM 

MRS JANET FIRTH, 
Bailiffs Cottage, Barkham, Wokingham, Berks. RG11 4TG 

DrC. M. GERRARD, 
Dept. of History and Archaeology, King Alfred's College, Sparkford 
Road, Winchester, Hants. S022 4NR 

DrDAWNHADLEY, 
School of History, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
B15 2TT 

KEITH LILLEY, 
School of Geography, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B15 2TT 

Mrs A. MORO, 
37 Sundorne Road, London SE7 7PR 

J. PITT 
42 Silverdale Road, Earley, Reading RG6 2LS 

J. M. A. PETTITT 
42 Finedon Road, Burton Latimer, Kettering, Northants. NN15 5QB 

Dr S. RIPPON, 
Dept. of Archaeology, University of Reading, Whiteknights, 
Reading, Berks. RG6 2AA 

MRS P. A. STOKES, 
Lower Withial Farm, East Pennard, Shepton Mallet, Somerset 
BA4 6UE 

Ms P.T.WARD, 
1 Lavender Cottages, Leigh Street, Leigh-on-Mendip, Somerset 
BA3 5QQ 

ELISABETH ZADORA-RIO, 
33 Rue Jacob, 75006 Paris. 

Professor M. G. Jarrett (Newport, Gwent). 

Deceased 1994 
Professor J. K. S. St Joseph Cambridge): Non. Member. 

Resignations 
M.V.Cooper (North Harrow). 
M.W. Davies (Honiton). 
C.R.Elrington (London). 
J. C. Maclean (Midhurst). 
P. O'Pray (Bedford). 

K. Penn (Norwich). 
M. Reed (Quorn). 
B. Thompson (Ripon). 
P. M. White (Loughborough). 

Changes of Address 
Dr P. DIXON, 
Leithen Mill Lodge, Leithen Crescent, Innerleithen, Peeblesshire 
EM44 6JL. 

D.J.FREKE, 
Westcote Manor Farm, Edgehill, Banbury, Oxon. 
0X15 6MS. 

HERITAGE TRUST FOR LINCOLNSHIRE, 
The Old School, Cameron Street, Heckington, Sleaford, Lines. 
NG34 9RW. 

M. HUGHES, 
County Archaeologist, County Planning Department, Hants. County 
Council, The Castle, Winchester S023 8UE. 

DrJ. KISSOCK, 
Gwent College of Higher Education, Caerleon Campus, P.O.Box 179, 
Newport, Gwent NP6 1YG. 

CARENZA LEWIS, R.C.H.M.E., 
N.M.R Centre, Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2GZ. 

M. MORRIS, 
80 The Butts, Alton, Hants. GU34 1RD. 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS RECORD, 
N.M.R. Centre, Kemble Drive, Swindon, SN2 2GZ. 

R.NEWMAN, 
Lancaster Univ. Archaeology Unit, Storey Institute, Meeting House 
Lane, Lancaster LAI 1TH. 

Professor D.PALLISER, 
School of History The University of Leeds, Leeds 
LS2 9JT. 

B. REEHL, 
54 Archer Way, Swanley, Kent BR8 7XN. 

K. C K. SCOTT, 
15 The Makings, Lillington Avenue, Leamington Spa, Warwicks, 
CV32 5FF. 

DrR. M. SMITH, 
Downing College, Cambridge CB2 1DQ. 

Mrs J. SUMMERSON, 
39 Old Maltongate, Malton, Yorks. N.R. Y017 OEM. 

BRUCE WATSON, 
"Rylands", Alstone, near Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8JD. 

Mrs. M. Moss (Knutsford) 

Lapsed (and therefore reluctantly struck off) 
D. J. Rushton (Blackburn) Dr P. J. Scott (Leicester) 

Information Wanted 
D. J. Griffiths (was in Grimsby) 
D. C. Law (was in Great Yeldham, Essex) 

J. L. Minkin (was in London SE22). 
J. G. Perry (was in Sutton, Surrey). 
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M.S.R.G. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT, 
24.12.93— 23.12.94 

INCOME 

Subscriptions 

by cheque/cash 

by bankers order 

Donations 

Sales 

Grant for Publication 

From National Savings Account 
Balance in Current Account 27.11.92 

EXPENDITURE 

1429.00 

2822.00 

nt 
7.11.92 

4251.00 

36.00 

111.00 

50.00 

3123.00 
337.71 

£7908.71 

Printing of Report No. 8 
Postage 
C.B.A. Affiliation Fee 
Refunds 
Secretarial Expenses (Fortress House) 
Stationery 
Editor's Expenses 
Room Booking Fee (for A.G.M.) 
To National Savings Account 
Balance in Current Account 23.12.94 

3123.00 
380.83 

62.00 
5.00 

143.20 

19.98 
26.92 
17.00 

3000.00 
1130.78 

£7908.71 

R. E. GLASSCOCK (Hon. Treasurer) 

Audited and found correct when read in conjunction with the National Savings Account. 
C. M. P. JOHNSON (Hon. Auditor) 

National Savings Investment Account (as at 23.12.94) 

Income 
In hand 24.12.93 13711.87 
From Current Account 3000.00 
Interest 1993 939.50 

£17651.37 

Expenditure 
To Current Account 

In hand 24.12.93 

3123.00 

14528.37 

£17651.37 
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the annual statement. 








