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Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

500
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Prehistoric features located in 
Geophysics (possible Bronze Age 
barrows in HAN205 and possible Iron 
Age enclosure in HAN217).  
Iron Age enclosure excavated by 
Webster beneath the Macellum.  
Artefacts include Bronze Age incense 
cup, Neolithic and Bronze Age flintwork 
and Iron Age coins.   

 
Gradiometry plot for insula xi 
(HAN511) showing part of possible 
Bronze Age barrow (top). 

Designation 
The most difficult of all phases to characterise as it is the most deeply buried. The Bronze Age barrow cemetery 
may be associated with the establishment of the ford while the enclosures suggest the fortress was founded on 
existing cleared and farmed land.  
 
Statement of Significance 
The key period for characterising our understanding of pre-Roman Wroxeter.  

Period Pre-Roman (ca.1500 BC-ca. AD 47) 

Documentation G. Webster 2002 The Legionary Fortress at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster, 
1955-85 English Heritage Archaeol Rep 19, 17 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Deeply buried – more than 2m in places.  

Fragility/vulnerability  9  Damaged by later (Roman) activity 

Diversity 9   Covers a wide date spectrum of activity and probably also types 
of activity.  

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56450880 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

501
Associated HER Nos. 
06429 MSA13089 / ESA5709 
06430 MSA13090 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Geophysics carried out within farm 
buildings (HAN101) in a limited way but 
more extensively in the paddock to the 
west (HAN220).  
Excavation carried out during the 
construction of HAN101 in 1854 revealed 
square-based colonnade.  

Plan of HAN501 from Wilson (1984) 

Designation 
Insula i in the Roman City 
 
Statement of Significance 
Probably one of the key insulae with a substantial public building (?temple) located on it.  

Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White & M. Hislop 2002 Summary Report on an Archaeological Evaluation and Building 
Record at Wroxeter Farm, Shropshire BUFAU Report 893.2, 19-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition  9  Probably quite good, despite the later overlying farm buildings 
(see White and Hislop 2002) 

Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9   Occupied throughout the Roman period   

Potential 9   Excellent potential, despite overlying buildings.  

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56550876 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

502
Associated HER Nos. 
06433 MSA13093 / ESA5728 
06434 MSA13094 / ESA5727 
06436 MSA13096 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Geophysical evidence collected from all 
except the south-west corner where the 
museum car park is located. Stone-
founded houses visible in both 
geophysics and aerial photographs.  
Excavations of the south frontage in the 
baths basilica excavation and of the 
levels beneath the former Smithy 
(HAN100).  
 

Plan of HAN502 from Wilson 1984  
 

Designation 
Insula ii of the Roman city. Evidence for town houses and also for the aqueduct carrying water to the baths 
(diagonal line).  
 
Statement of Significance 
Overlies the fortress and is one of the core insulae of Wroxeter’s town centre.  

Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
Barker, P and Perry, J 2006 Excavations in Insula II, 1981 IN P. Ellis and R. White 
Wroxeter Archaeology. Excavation and Research on the Defences and in the Town, 1968-
1992 (=Shropshire Archaeol & Hist 78), 117-124 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Good survival demonstrated in excavation 

Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    
Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 



 
Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56750875 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

503
Associated HER Nos. 
06437 MSA13097 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Although surveyed by gradiometry little 
was visible in this survey. The aerial 
photographs show a possible military 
granary and the intervallum road of the 
fortress. The visibility of these remains, 
the larger size of the insula and evidence 
for a surrounding wall, suggest this area 
was open during the life of the town.   

 

 
 
Plan of HAN503 from Wilson 1984.   

Designation 
It is suggested that this insula was the town cattle market (forum boarium) located here at the highest point of 
the town and adjacent to the source of the town’s water supply.  
Statement of Significance 
If correctly identified, this will be the only known forum boarium in Britain.  

Period Roman (1st -6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and P. Barker (1998) Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 46 & 92 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56430872 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

504
Associated HER Nos. 
06439 MSA13099 / ESA5705 
06440 MSA13100 / ESA5705 
06441 MSA13101 / ESA5707 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Area extensively excavated by Atkinson 
1923-7 but subsequent aerial 
photographs and geophysical surveys 
demonstrate excellent survival of major 
walls of complex. 
Abundant artefactual evidence relating to 
occupation and use of this major public 
building and space, notably the gutter 
find of pottery and the Wroxeter mirror.   

Plan of HAN 504 from Wilson 1984 
 

Designation 
The location of Wroxeter’s forum and forum basilica. Beneath it lies the unfinished military-phase baths dating to 
the 80s AD.  
 
Statement of Significance 
Site of one of the key public buildings of the town 

Period Roman (1st -6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
D. Atkinson 1942 Report on Excavations at Wroxeter (the Roman city of Viroconium) in the county of 
Salop 1923-1927 
G. Hey & P. Brown 2006 The Forum Pipe Trench, 1977 Wroxeter Archaeology. Excavation and 
Research on the defences and in the town, 1968-1992 Tr.Shropshire Archaeol& Hist Soc 78, 67-115 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition  9  Damaged by earlier excavation 
Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9   Military, civilian and late/post Roman activity attested.  

Potential  9  Levels damaged but still much surviving stratigraphy.  
Amenity value 9   Only the colonnade is visible to the public but this helps to put the 

rest of the town into context.  
 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56550868 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

505
Associated HER Nos. 
06435 MSA13095 ESA5729 
06442 MSA13102 ESA124 
06443 MSA13103 ESA125 
06444 MSA13104 ESA126 
06445 MSA13105 ESA127 
06446 MSA13106 ESA128 
06447 MSA13107 ESA129 
06448 MSA13108 ESA130 
06449 MSA13109 ESA131 
06450 MSA13110 ESA132 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Little geophysical or aerial photograph 
evidence as virtually the whole insula has 
been excavated to reveal the town baths and 
associated macellum.  
Abundant artefactual evidence with key 
archive of late / post-Roman phase of 
national importance.  

 

 
Plan of HAN505 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
The public baths on insula v. Initially part of the fortress, some buildings of which have been excavated then the site of the 
baths which was completed in the mid 2nd cent. And survived until the end of the 5th cent. There was then evidence of late / 
post-Roman occupation in Roman fashion.  
Statement of Significance 
The only complete public baths visible in the country.  

Period Roman (1st- 6th cent.)  
Documentation T. Wright (1859) Guide to the Ruins of Uriconium at Wroxeter  

G.E. Fox 1897 Uriconium Archaeol Jnl 54, 123-73 
K. Kenyon 1940 Excavations at Viroconium, 1936-7 Archaeologia 88, 175-227 
P.A. Barker et al. 1997 Baths basilica Wroxeter, Excavations 1966-90 English Heritage Archl Rep 8 
P.J. Ellis 2000 The Roman Baths and Macellum at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster 
1955-85 English Heritage Archaeol Rep 9 
G. Webster 2002 The Legionary Fortress at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster, 1955-85 
English Heritage Archaeol Rep 19 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition   9 Remains need significant amount of conservation 
Fragility/vulnerability  9  Vulnerable to wear-and-tear from the visitors and wildlife (rabbits) 
Diversity 9    
Potential  9  Extensively excavated; lower levels better preserved.  
Amenity value    Visible to the public since 1859 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56690865 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

506
Associated HER Nos. 
06451 MSA13111 / ESA5715 
06452 MSA13112 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Geophysics and aerial photographs show 
a number of buildings, evidently stone-
founded whose plans indicate residential 
houses.  
Excavation has been limited to a small 
area dug by Barker in advance of road 
widening. This demonstrated good 
survival of the levels, including possible 
post-Roman evidence.  

Plan of HAN506 from Wilson, 1984 

Designation 
Insula vi within the Roman city but also probably includes either the principia or praetorium of the fortress.  
Statement of Significance 
One of the core insula of the city. Virtually untouched in terms of excavation 

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.)  

Documentation P. Barker 1968 Road widening at Wroxeter, 1964 Trans Shropshire Arch Soc 58.2, 117-21 
D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9   Broad date range, from fortress to possibly post-Roman 

Potential 9   Excellent potential for good depth of stratigraphy and high quality 
of remains.  

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56800860 
 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

507
Associated HER Nos. 
06453 MSA13113 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / 
Date 
RHW July 
2010 

Summary description of evidence 
No known excavations but geophysics 
and aerial photographs suggest a 
relatively built up insula.  

 
Plan of HAN507 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Insula vii of the city but also overlies part of the fortress. The buildings suggest a strongly residential area.  
Statement of Significance 
Widespread evidence of stone-founded buildings suggests a relatively high-status insula,  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. 
Volume 2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9    

Potential 9   Likely to be well preserved stratigraphy of about 1.5-2m depth.  

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56400860 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

508
Associated HER Nos. 
06454 MSA13114 / ESA5710 
06455 MSA13115 / ESA133 
06456 MSA13116 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Excellent evidence from aerial 
photographs and geophysics indicate 
that despite the large-scale excavations 
carried out by Bushe-Fox, 1912-14, the 
remains still survive in good condition.  
Artefactual evidence is good but 
restricted in significance by the relatively 
poor record and curatorial control over 
the resource.  

 
Plan of HAN508 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Insula viii of the city but also overlies the annexe to the fortress, parts of which were explored by Bushe-Fox. 
Possible evidence of a public entertainment building on the east side but the function of this structure is unclear.  
Statement of Significance 
An important insula in demonstrating the quality of the surviving evidence from Wroxeter.  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation Revd. Leighton 1789 Memoir concerning the Roman Baths discovered in the year 1788, at Wroxeter 
… Archaeologia 9, 323-8 
J P Bushe-Fox 1913-16 Excavations on the site of the Roman Town at Wroxeter Shropshire Rep 
Res Ctte Soc Antiq London 1, 2 & 4  
D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition  9   
Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9    

Potential   9 Not visible to the public but, since damaged by excavation, could 
be re-excavated and presented to the public.  

Amenity value    Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56500861 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

509
Associated HER Nos. 
06457 MSA13117 / ESA5712 
06458 MSA13118 / ESA134 
06459 MSA13119 / ESA5714 
06460 MSA13120 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Partial excavation of some of the 
buildings on the north frontage by Wright 
and Kenyon, the latter testing the aerial 
photographic evidence provided by J K 
St Joseph. Good aerial photographic 
coverage along with excellent 
geophysical results.   

 
Plan of HAN509 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of Insula ix. Predominantly town houses, most notably that excavated by Kenyon. Overlies the evidence from 
the fortress and early civil period. Kenyon found important evidence for the late Roman / post-Roman phase.  
Statement of Significance 
One of the few insulae to have been tested by excavation.  

Period Roman (1st-6th Cent.) 

Documentation T. Wright (1859) Guide to the Ruins of Uriconium at Wroxeter, 72-3 
K. Kenyon 1980 Excavations at Viroconium in insula 9, 1952-3 Trans Shropshire Archaeol Soc 60, 
5-73 
D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9   Excellent survival demonstrated, even beneath ploughsoil 
Fragility/vulnerability  9   
Diversity 9   All phases of town’s history represented 
Potential 9   Often used as a target for new geophysical technologies 
Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56600860 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

510
Associated HER Nos. 
06461 MAS13121 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good evidence from aerial photography 
and from geophysics demonstrate 
survival of extensive remains. Only one 
known excavation, by K. Colls in 2005, 
as a training excavation. This 
demonstrated good survival of the strata. 

Plan of HAN510 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula x. Predominantly appears to be higher status housing (as it is stone-founded). Thought to be the site 
of a possible church but its evaluation in 2005 unable to substantiate this claim.  
Statement of Significance 
One of the key insulae in the centre of the site where the remains of the town of the 2nd-5th cent era predominates. 
These remains mask the fortress phase when this insula was the site of the principia. (Webster suggests the 
colonnade of this building is visible in the plot above.) Possible presence of post-Roman remains too.  
Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation G. Webster 1988 Wroxeter (Viroconium) IN G. Webster (ed.) Fortress into City, 125 
D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White & P. Barker Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 107-8 
K. Colls 2006 Insula X, Wroxeter Roman City. An Archaeological Evaluation, 2005-6 BA Report 
1361 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9   Evidence of good depth of straigraphy.  

Potential 9    
Amenity value    Not visible to the public 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56670850 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

511
Associated HER Nos. 
06462 MSA13122 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good evidence from both geophysics 
and aerial photographs but no known 
excavation.  

 
Plan of HAN511 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xi. The building plans indicate that this wasa residential area, some of which were stone-founded. 
Within the area of the fortress so there will be evidence of this phase and the early civil period.  
 
Statement of Significance 
While more peripheral, this is still an important insula in terms of the fortress as it lay close to the centre.  

Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56500850 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

512
Associated HER Nos. 
06463 MSA13123 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good evidence from geophysics using a 
variety of technologies and from aerial 
photographs but no known excavation. 

 
Plan of HAN512 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xii. Some of the buildings visible appear to relate to the fortress, notably the row of one-cell 
buildings aligned east – west which appear to intervallum buildings. A small temple (probably civic period) lies in 
the centre of the insula.  
Statement of Significance 
One of the core elements of the fortress but also useful for demonstrating the later features of the town.  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56630840 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

513
Associated HER Nos. 
06464 MSA13124 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good evidence from geophysics using a 
variety of technologies and from aerial 
photographs but no known excavation. 

 
Plan of HAN513 from Wilson, 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xiii. The distinctive plan dominating the west side of the insula is suggestive of a mansion which 
appears to date from the early civic period. It is one of the few buildings that can be assigned to that period. Its 
bath house is particularly prominent. 
Statement of Significance 
Of great importance for exploring the early phases of the town. Will also have evidence for the fortress and later 
civl phases.   
Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
R. White and . Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 75-6, fig.38 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56770840 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

514
Associated HER Nos. 
06466 MSA13126 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good evidence from geophysics but  
poor aerial photographic coverage. No 
known excavation. 

 
Plan of HAN514 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xiv. Little can be said of the evidence here but the fortress must lie beneath and there is some 
structural evidence of housing.  
Statement of Significance 
Important as an element of the fortress and town close to its core.  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56280877 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

515
Associated HER Nos. 
06438 MSA13098 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
A complex area as it is contiguous with 
HAN529. The gradiometry survey and 
aerial photographs show a densely built 
up frontage of houses and shops but 
there has been no excavation here.  

 
 

 
Plan of HAN515 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000); see HAN529 

Designation 
Site of insula xv. The dense settlement suggests this is an important part of the town. This activity might be 
related to the fact that the insula sits between the forum and the river.  
Statement of Significance 
An ill-defined insula but of seeming importance. May have evidence for a military phase as part of an annexe to 
the fortress.  
Period Roman (1st-6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56640890 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

516
Associated HER Nos. 
06423 MSA13083 
06431 MSA13091 / ESA5704 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Excellent coverage from aerial 
photographs as well as good results from 
the geophysics. No known excavation 
unless this is the site of the 1701 
excavation of a bath house.  

Plan of HAN516 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xvi. The extensive evidence demonstrates the existence of a number of town houses here but the 
depth of straigraphy is uncertain as this lies outside of the fortress defences. It is suggested by Webster that this 
was part of the canabae (military-controlled area outside fortress) but this is unproven.  
Statement of Significance 
Potentially an important area for exploring the relationship between the Roman army and the native population 
in the early stages of the town’s occupation.  
Period Roman (1st-6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
G. Webster 1988 Wroxeter (Viroconium) IN G. Webster (ed.) Fortress into City, 132-6 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56970880 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

517
Associated HER Nos. 
06413 MSA13073 / ESA122 
06421 MSA13081 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Fair evidence from geophysics but poor 
aerial photographic coverage. Close to 
the site of Houghton’s Cistern 
excavation. 

 
Plan of HAN517 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xvii. Lies beyond the fortress’ northeast corner on the crest of the Bell Brook valley. Difficult to 
establish what kind of occupation there might be here.  
Statement of Significance 
Important as the site where Wroxeter’s aqueduct entered the town.  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation J. Houghton 1965 A Water Cistern at Viroconium (Wroxeter) Trans Shropshire Archaeol Soc 58.1, 
19-26 
D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9    
Fragility/vulnerability  9   
Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56950870 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

518
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Aerial photographic coverage is rather 
poor but the geophysics demonstrates a 
wealth of activity here, at a point just 
immediately within the fortress’ north-
east corner. This area was trenched by 
Johnson in 1975-6.  

 
Plan of HAN518 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xviii. The evidence indicates fortress occupation continuing into the civil period. Lies immediately to 
the north of the east gate.  
Statement of Significance 
Another element of the fortress and proably significant remains associated with the nearby town gate.  

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
S. Johnson & P. Ellis 2006 ‘Excavations on the Eastern Defences, 1975 and 1976’ Wroxeter 
Archaeology. Excavation and Research on the defences and in the town, 1968-1992 Shrop 
Archaeol & Hist Soc trans 78 (2003), 13-53 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9    
Fragility/vulnerability  9   
Diversity 9    

Potential 9    
Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56900860 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

519
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage 
shows evidence from the intervallum 
road of the fortress with its associated 
buildings. The geophysics plot 
demonstrates more dense activity 
indicative of industrial / low status 
housing.   

 
Plan of HAN519 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xix. Difficult to characterise but appears to be low status housing or industrial activity within the lee 
of the rampart. Also one of the easternmost of the insulae within the fortress.  
Statement of Significance 
Of value as part of the fortress and potentially evidence also for lower-status occupation within the town.   

Period Roman (1st-6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 
 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56870859 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

520
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage 
shows evidence from the intervallum 
road of the fortress with its associated 
buildings. The geophysics plot 
demonstrates more dense activity 
indicative of industrial / low status 
housing.   

Plan of HAN520 from Wilson (1984) 

Designation 
Site of insula xx. Difficult to characterise but appears to be low status housing or industrial activity within the lee 
of the rampart. Also one of the easternmost of the insulae within the fortress. 
Statement of Significance 
Of value as part of the fortress and potentially evidence also for lower-status occupation within the town.   

Period Roman (st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56850839 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

521
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage 
shows little here but the gradiometry plot 
indicates activity of an industrial / low 
status housing character. Prominent is a 
sub-division of the insula into two halves 
by an east - west road.  

 
Plan of HAN521 from gradiometry 
plot (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxi. The subdivision of this insula must date to the period of the establishment of the town 
defences as this insula was in the south-west corner of the fortress  
Statement of Significance 
An important insula for demonstrating that the town defences cut across the line of the fortress defences in 
places.  
Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of 
Wroxeter Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 
2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56800833 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

522
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage 
shows little here but the gradiometry plot 
indicates some activity possibly 
representing housing.  

 
Plan of HAN522, 523 and 525 
523 from gradiometry survey 
(Gaffney 2000) 
 

Designation 
Site of insula xxii. An insula cut across by the line of the rampart. May have originally been established as a full-
size insula.  
Statement of Significance 
Useful for demonstrating the evolution of the town and its extent.  

Period Roman (2nd  -6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public.  

522 

523 

525 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56700833 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

523
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage with 
the exception of a single building. The 
gradiometry survey data (see HAN522) 
suggests more activity is present but not 
with great clarity.  

 
Building on HAN523 as shown on 
Wilson 1984.  

Designation 
Site of insula xxiii. Appears to be residential and unlikely to be much underlying from the military phase as it lies 
outside the fortress defences. The building was excavated by Houghton but little record was kept.  
Statement of Significance 
The excavation, although of poor quality, demonstrates good survival of remains in this part of the monument.  

Period Roman (2nd  -6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
J. Houghton and P. Ellis 2006 Excavations on the south-eastern defences, 1968/70  IN P. Ellis and 
R. White Wroxeter Archaeology. Excavation and Research on the Defences and in the Town, 
1968-1992 (=Shropshire Archaeol & Hist 78), 60-1 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   As demonstrated in excavation 

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56600830 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

524
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic and 
gradiometry evidence for this insula. One 
or two isolated structures are all that can 
be seen. Lies beyond the legionary 
defences. No known excavations 

 
Plan of HAN524 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxiv. Seems to be a relatively open and undeveloped part of the town with isolated houses.  
Statement of Significance 
An area of apparently limited activity but could be associated perhaps with food production (market gardening, 
etc). Note that part of this insula has not been ploughed in recent times.   
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Western half unploughed in modern times.  

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9   Good potential for the latest periods due to unploughed nature 
of part of insula.  

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56700826 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

525
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage 
shows little here but the gradiometry plot 
indicates some activity possibly 
representing housing. 

 
Plan of HAN522, 523 and 525 
523 from gradiometry survey 
(Gaffney 2000) 
 

Designation 
Site of insula xxv. An insula cut across by the line of the rampart. May have originally been established as a full-
size insula. 
Statement of Significance 
Useful for demonstrating the evolution of the town and its extent. 

Period Roman (2nd  -6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

522 

523 

525 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56500830 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

526
Associated HER Nos. 
06467 MSA13127 / ESA5711 
06476 MSA13136 / ESA5719 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Only the eastern half of this insula is 
visible, the remainder being under the 
houses and gardens of the village. Some 
evidence of buildings can be seen on 
aerial photographs and the gradiometry 
survey but these fields have been under 
pasture since the 18th century as Glebe 
lands. The northern end of the insula was 
the site of the discovery of a mosaic in 
1827.  

 
Plan of HAN526 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxvi. Difficult to characterise but the evidence suggests an area of isolated houses set within 
gardens.  
Statement of Significance 
Likely to be a good area of preservation of the archaeology with some evidence from excavations of good quality 
remains.  
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.)  

Documentation Buteux, S and Leach P. 1992 Wroxeter Hotel, Wroxeter: An archaeological evaluation BUFAU 
Report 192 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
White, R. 2001 A Watching Brief at Wroxeter Hotel, Shropshire BUFAU Report 813 
Cosh, S. and White, R 2006 A Rediscovered Mosaic from insula XXVI IN P. Ellis and R. White 
Wroxeter Archaeology. Excavation and Research on the Defences and in the Town, 1968-1992 
(=Shropshire Archaeol & Hist 78), 141-7 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Excavation has shown good survival  

Fragility/vulnerability  9   
Diversity 9    
Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56300820 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

527
Associated HER Nos. 
06471 MSA13131 / ESA5725 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
A complex area set within earthworks 
(HAN311). Excavations have identified 
very deep deposits associated with the 
Roman road running north-east – south-
west across the site and the pipeline 
excavations found evidence for very 
early Roman activity as well as evidence 
for terracing of the later Roman deposits, 
perhaps to create the platforms for 
medieval houses.  

 
Plan of HAN527 and 528 from 
gradiometry (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxvii. Extensive remains surviving to over 1m in places demonstrating a complex area of 
occupation and industry (glassworking) associated with traffic around the ford.  
Statement of Significance 
Key area for understanding the early history of Wroxeter as a civilian settlement and its later development 
around the ford.  
Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White 2000 Final Report on excavations in advance of water main relining at Wroxeter Roman 
City, Shropshire BUFAU Rep 462.2, 10-15 
J. Houghton, H. Bird, P. Ellis 2006 Excavations in insulae xxvii and xxviii, Wroxeter Archaeology. 
Excavation and Research on the defences and in the town, 1968-1992 Trans Shropshire 
Archaeol& Hist Soc 78, 125-40 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9   Good survival demonstrated 
Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

528

HAN107 

527 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56250836 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

528
Associated HER Nos. 
06471 MSA13131 / ESA5725 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Aerial photographic evidence is limited 
but the gradiometry survey and 
excavation demonstrate good survival of 
the archaeology here and especially so 
in relation to the glassworks excavation.  

 

Designation 
Site of insula xviii. Where excavation has taken place, good survival has been demonstrated. Occupation here is 
likely to be industrial and low status housing / shops associated with the vicus of the fortress and then the 
settlement around the ford 
Statement of Significance 
An important insula for understanding the earliest phases of civilian settlement in the town and its developing 
economy.  
Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation J. Morris 1928 Roman Bridge at Wroxeter Trans Shropshire Archaeol Soc 44, 304-7 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White 2000 Final Report on excavations in advance of water main relining at Wroxeter Roman 
City, Shropshire BUFAU Rep 462.2, 10-15 
J. Houghton, H. Bird, P. Ellis 2006 Excavations in insulae xxvii and xxviii, Wroxeter Archaeology. 
Excavation and Research on the defences and in the town, 1968-1992 Trans Shropshire 
Archaeol& Hist Soc 78, 125-40 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9    
Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public.  

528

HAN107 

527



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56230882 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

529
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
An impressive area of dense aerial 
photographic and gradiometry / GPR 
plots. The plan of a very large town 
house dominates the western half of the 
plot and will have commanded a view 
over the Severn plain to the west. 
Beneath, the curving ditches of a military 
annexe can be seen. This is known to be 
about 2m below the surface from the 
GPR survey. No known excavations.  

 
Plan of HAN529 & 215 from Wilson 
1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxix. One of the more prestigious areas of housing in Wroxeter and, before then, site of the military 
annexe associated with the fortress.  
Statement of Significance 
Clearly an important and significant insula as it contains the largest town house known in Wroxeter 

Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public.  

529 

515 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56900885 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

530
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Extensive aerial photographic and 
gradiometry information. The clarity of 
the photographs is excellent – in some 
individual hypocausts can be seen. 
Despite this, none of the remains have 
been excavated. The dark line defines 
the southern edge of the Bell Brook 
valley where there was a prominent 
earthwork of a bank and ditch that was 
bulldozed in the 1960s. This will have 
severely damaged the archaeology in 
this area.  

 
Plan of HAN530 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxx. Apparently an area of prestigious town houses. Thought to be part of the canabae of the 
fortress (see HAN516).  
Statement of Significance 
An important insula for demonstrating the quality of the remains in the town and their visibility even without 
excavation.  
Period Roman (1st – 6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
G. Webster 1988 Wroxeter (Viroconium) IN G. Webster (ed.) Fortress into City, 132-6 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition  9  Northern edge disturbed by earth-moving in the 1960s.  

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56900900 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

531
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
An area of poor aerial photographic 
coverage with some evidence from the 
gradiometry survey. The extreme 
topography of the Bell Brook valley – 
11m deep in places – means that this 
area cannot have been extensively built 
up. No known excavations.  

 
Plan of HAN531 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 
 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxi. Difficult to understand how this area was used within the town but may have had a role in 
agricultural production. Very little structural evidence but there could be alluvium in places masking activity. The 
northern frontage appears to have some development of low status housing.  
Statement of Significance 
An interesting insula for showing the diversity of remains within the town.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public.  

534 

531 

530 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56700900 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

532
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
The aerial photographic evidence is 
patchy but the gradiometry offers good 
plans of this and its neighbouring insula, 
HAN533. There are no known 
excavations. The unusual format of the 
insulae are imposed by the conjunction 
of the Bell Brook, corssing west to east, 
and the Horseshoe Lane / Watling Street 
(HAN402). 

Plan of HAN532 and 533 from the 
gradiometry survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxii. Good evidence for some imposing buildings here, presumably sited so as to be visible to 
those entering Wroxeter on Watling Street.  
Statement of Significance 
Important for demonstrating social context through prestigious buildings within the town.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

533 
HAN402 

532 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56640910 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

533
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
The aerial photographic evidence is 
patchy but the gradiometry offers good 
plans of this and its neighbouring insula, 
HAN532. There are no known 
excavations. The unusual format of the 
insulae are imposed by the conjunction 
of the Bell Brook, corssing west to east, 
and the Horseshoe Lane / Watling Street 
(HAN402). 

Plan of HAN532 and 533 from Wilson 
1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxiii. Only one prestigious building visible but also evidence for buildings on the Whitchurch road 
to the west (HAN400) 
Statement of Significance 
An interesting insula for demonstrating commercial and residential activity within Wroxeter.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

533 HAN402 

532 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56860906 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

534
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
there the gradiometry survey clearly 
demonstrates extensive low status 
occupation immediately by the road and 
behind the town rampart.  

Plan of HAN534 in the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxiv. Clear evidence of substantial occupation immediately adjacent to the town rampart 
suggestive of low status housing.  
Statement of Significance 
An important area for demonstrating that the northern part of the town was fully and densely occupied.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56700916 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

535
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage for 
the archaeology but the gradiometry 
survey demonstrates clear activity here, 
especially northwards. No known 
excavation.  

Plan of HAN535 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxv. Possible a largely low status residential area but only apparently built up extensively on the 
northern frontage.  
Statement of Significance 
Seen in association with HAN536 to the north this is a significant area for demonstrating occupation of the 
northern part of the town  
Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56740928 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

536
Associated HER Nos. 
06415 MSA13075 / ESA123 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic coverage for 
the archaeology but the gradiometry 
survey demonstrates clear activity here. 
The excavations in the early 1990s 
demonstrated very clearly the good 
survival of archaeology here and the 
long-lived nature of the occupation.  Plan of HAN536 from the gradiometry 

survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxvi. A fairly densely built up area immediately behind the rampart and adjacent to a street. Good 
evidence for a number of buildings.  
Statement of Significance 
Seen in association with HAN535 to the south this is a significant area for demonstrating occupation of the 
northern part of the town 
Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
S. Esmonde Cleary, P. Ellis, C. Meckseper & R. White 2006 Excavations on the Northern 
Defences, 1991/2 In P. Ellis & R. White Wroxeter Archaeology. Excavation and Research on the 
defences and in the town, 1968-1992 Trans Shropshire Archaeol & Hist Soc 78, 5-12 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    
Survival/condition 9   Good survival despite ploughing demonstrated in excavation 

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56520905 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

537
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Good aerial photographic coverage 
alongside strong geophysical data 
demonstrates good survival of 
archaeological remains here. Despite this 
the one known evaluation, Lining Hole 6 
in the pipeline excavations, 
demonstrated that the archaeology had 
all been removed in modern times to at 
least 1m depth.  

 
Plan of HAN537 from Wilson 1984 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxvii. The major element of interest is the temple within its temenos which indicates that this area 
of sufficiently close to the centre of town to have major buildings 
Statement of Significance 
An important insula for demonstrating the quality of public buildings and their survival.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation D.R. Wilson 1984 The Plan of Viroconium (Wroxeter) Antiquity 58, 117-20 
C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White 2000 Final Report on excavations in advance of water main relining at Wroxeter Roman 
City, Shropshire BUFAU Rep 462.2, 8 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56470905 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

538
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
the geophysics demonstrates evidence 
of pitting over much of the insula. No 
excavation known.  

 
Plan of HAN538 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxviii. This and the nearby insulae to the west, appear to have a large number of pits of industrial 
size. It may be evidence for a water-related industry.  
Statement of Significance 
Difficult to assess without further evidence but if an industrial zone this would be a very significant area.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56400910 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

539
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
the geophysics demonstrates evidence 
of pitting over much of the insula as well 
as at least one building. No excavation 
known. 

 
Plan of HAN539 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxix. Dense pitting over much of the insula suggests some kind of industrial activity, perhaps 
water-based, such as tanning or fulling.  
Statement of Significance 
Possibly an industrial zone. If identified correctly this would be of great importance in understanding Wroxeter’s 
economy.  
 
Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56290890 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

540
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
the geophysics demonstrates evidence 
of pitting over much of the insula. No 
excavation known. 

 
Plan of HAN540 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxx. This and the flanking insulae, appear to have a large number of pits of industrial size. It may 
be evidence for a water-related industry such as tanning or fulling. 
 
Statement of Significance 
Difficult to assess without further evidence but if an industrial zone this would be a very significant area.  

Period Roman (2nd-6th cent.)  

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56230894 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

541
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
the geophysics demonstrates evidence 
of pitting over much of the insula. No 
excavation known. 

 
Plan of HAN541 from gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) with 
possible Iron Age enclosure 
HAN500 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxi. Part of possible industrial zone of pitting comprising HAN538-541.  
  
Statement of Significance 
If this is an industrial area along with the other associated insulae this will represent a significant element in 
our knowledge of Wroxeter’s economy.   
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of 
Wroxeter Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 
2: Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential V    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

500 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56130900 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

542
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Relatively poor photographic evidence 
but completely surveyed using the 
gradiometer. This shows scattered 
evidence of occupation and pits.  

Plan of HAN542 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxii. Difficult to assess activity here but clearly a peripheral area of occupation and perhaps 
market gardening.  
Statement of Significance 
Difficult to assess without further work but a peripheral area.  

Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9     

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56560920 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

543
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Some aerial photographic evidence but 
the geophysics shows much more detail. 
Good survival of the archaeology has 
been demonstrated in the pipeline 
excavation which located the wall of a 
clay and timber house fronting onto the 
Whitchurch road (HAN400).  

 
Plan of HAN543 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxiii. As with the other insula in the northwest corner of the town, this lies on both banks of the 
Bell Brook, dividing the insula in half.  
Statement of Significance 
Difficult to assess but shows significant evidence for occupation.  

Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White 2000 Final Report on excavations in advance of water main relining at Wroxeter Roman 
City, Shropshire BUFAU Rep 462.2, Lining Hole 1 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Good survival demonstrated through excavation.  

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56500920 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

544
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Relatively poor aerial photographic 
evidence but hte gradiometry plot 
appears to show some small buildings 
and industrial activity. The north end of 
the insula underlies the defences of the 
later town.  

 
Plan of HAN544 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxiv. The northern end of this and the neighbouring insulae are overlain by the ramparts of the 
town demonstrating that the street grid was laid out here before the town defences were constructed at the end 
of the 2nd cent.  
Statement of Significance 
An important insulae for demonstrating that the town grid was established at its full extent in the early civil 
period.  
 
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56440926 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

545
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Relatively poor aerial photographic 
evidence but hte gradiometry plot 
appears to show some small buildings 
and industrial activity. The north end of 
the insula underlies the defences of the 
later town. 

 
Plan of HAN545 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxv. The northern end of this and the neighbouring insulae are overlain by the ramparts of the 
town demonstrating that the street grid was laid out here before the town defences were constructed at the end 
of the 2nd cent. 
Statement of Significance 
An important insulae for demonstrating that the town grid was established at its full extent in the early civil 
period.  
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56370918 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

546
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Relatively poor aerial photographic 
evidence but hte gradiometry plot 
appears to show some small buildings 
and industrial activity, notably pitting. The 
north end of the insula underlies the 
defences of the later town. 

 
Plan of HAN546 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxvi. The northern end of this and the neighbouring insulae are overlain by the ramparts of the 
town demonstrating that the street grid was laid out here before the town defences were constructed at the end 
of the 2nd cent. 
Statement of Significance 
An important insulae for demonstrating that the town grid was established at its full extent in the early civil 
period. 
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56300919 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

547
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Relatively poor aerial photographic 
evidence but hte gradiometry plot 
appears to show some small buildings 
and industrial activity, notably pitting. The 
north end of the insula underlies the 
defences of the later town. 

 
Plan of HAN547 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxvii. The northern end of this and the neighbouring insulae are overlain by the ramparts of the 
town demonstrating that the street grid was laid out here before the town defences were constructed at the end 
of the 2nd cent. 
Statement of Significance 
An important insulae for demonstrating that the town grid was established at its full extent in the early civil 
period. 
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56200917 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

548
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Poor aerial photographic evidence but 
the gradiometry plot appears to show 
some small buildings and industrial 
activity, notably pitting. The north end of 
the insula underlies the defences of the 
later town. 

 
Plan of HAN548 from the gradiometry 
survey (Gaffney 2000) 

Designation 
Site of insula xxxxviii. The northern end of this and the neighbouring insulae are overlain by the ramparts of the 
town demonstrating that the street grid was laid out here before the town defences were constructed at the end 
of the 2nd cent. 
Statement of Significance 
An important insulae for demonstrating that the town grid was established at its full extent in the early civil 
period. 
Period Roman (2nd – 6th cent.) 

Documentation C. Gaffney et al. 2000 Large-scale systematic fluxgate gradiometry at the Roman City of Wroxeter 
Archaeol Prospection 7.2, 81-99 
R. White and V. Gaffney (forthcoming) Wroxeter, The Cornovii and the Urban Process. Volume 2: 
Characterising the City 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 
 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56660938 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

549
Associated HER Nos. 
06479 MSA13139 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Evidence of cremation burials found in 
1861 outside the north gate on either 
side of the Whitchurch road (HAN400). 

No plan available 

Designation 
North gate cemetery. Likely to be early civil (2nd-3rd cent.) as no inhumations known.  Extent unknown 
Statement of Significance 
An area of great importance for understanding Wroxeter’s population but largely destroyed.  

Period Roman  

Documentation T. Wright 1872 Uriconium, 342 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition   9 Probably completely ploughed out 

Fragility/vulnerability 9   Area still under the plough 

Diversity   9  

Potential   9  

Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

550
Associated HER Nos. 
00067 MSA137 / ESA4261 
06424 MSA13084 
06425 MSA13085 
06426 MSA13086 
06427 MSA13087 / ESA5740 
06428 MSA13088 / ESA5700 
/ ESA4703 
 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Excavated evidence for numerous 
cremations and the find spot of the 
majority of tombstones found at 
Wroxeter. In use form the 1st cent. With 
the latest tombstone that of Cunorix 
(ca.500).  

 
Part of HAN550 as shown in Johnson 
1862 

Designation 
Middle Crows Green cemetery / Wheatfield cemetery. Seemingly in use throughout the Roman period.  
Statement of Significance 
The site of the most important of Wroxeter’s cemeteries.  

Period Roman (1st  - 6th cent.) 

Documentation T. Wright 1872 Uriconium, 340-2 
H. Johnson 1862 The Excavations at the cemetery, Uriconium Gentleman’s Magazine 132.1, 398-
405 
D. Atkinson 1942 Report on Excavations at Wroxeter (the Roman city of Viroconium) in the county 
of Salop 1923-1927, 324-332 
R. Wright & K. Jackson 1968 A late inscription from Wroxeter Antiquaries Jnl 48, 295-300 
J. Houghton 1978 The last mile of Watling Street east of Wroxeter Trans Shropshire Archaeol & 
Hist Soc 69.3, 214-224 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    
Survival/condition   9 Completely ploughed out 

Fragility/vulnerability 9   Still under the plough 
Diversity   9  
Potential   9  
Amenity value   9 Not visible to the public 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

551
Associated HER Nos. 
06414 MSA13074 
06487 MSA13147 
06489 MSA13149 
06490 MSA13150 
06491 MSA13151 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Some of the barrack and other buildings 
have been seen in excavation but much 
of the plan of the fortress is unknown, 
although its dimensions are secure. Less 
is known of the annexe, vicus and 
canabae.  

 

 
HAN551 showing the fortress and the 
peripheral settlement areas 

Designation 
The legionary fortress, including its annexe, canabae, vicus, road systems and defences. 
Statement of Significance 
A virtually complete military landscape but completely buried within and under the later town. The fortress’ 
outline is still clearly visible though in the modern landscape.   
Period Roman, ca. AD 57-90  

Documentation J P Bushe-Fox 1913-16 Excavations on the site of the Roman Town at Wroxeter Shropshire Rep 
Res Ctte Soc Antiq London 1, 2 & 4  
D. Atkinson 1942 Report on Excavations at Wroxeter (the Roman city of Viroconium) in the county 
of Salop 1923-1927 
G. Webster 1988 Wroxeter (Viroconium) IN G. Webster (ed.) Fortress into City 
R. White and P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 32-50 
G. Webster 2002 The Legionary Fortress at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster, 1955-85 
English Heritage Archaeol Rep 19 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Excavation has demonstrated excellent survival 

Fragility/vulnerability   9 Deeply buried strata 

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value  9  Although buried, the fortress’ outline is still visible  



 
Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

552
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Patchy evidence relating to the layout of 
the entire street grid and some of the 
central buildings that have been seen in 
excavation.  

 
 

HAN552 showing possible extent of 
settlement 

Designation 
The early civil town. A short but significant phase. 
Statement of Significance 
Very important but poorly understood.  

Period Roman ca AD90 - 120 

Documentation J P Bushe-Fox 1913-16 Excavations on the site of the Roman Town at Wroxeter Shropshire Rep 
Res Ctte Soc Antiq London 1, 2 & 4  
D. Atkinson 1942 Report on Excavations at Wroxeter (the Roman city of Viroconium) in the county 
of Salop 1923-1927 
G. Webster 1988 Wroxeter (Viroconium) IN G. Webster (ed.) Fortress into City 
R. White and P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 70-7 
P.J. Ellis 2000 The Roman Baths and Macellum at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster 
1955-85 English Heritage Archaeol Rep 9 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9    

Fragility/vulnerability   9 Deeply buried strata 
Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value   9 Not visible and difficult to bring to life for visitors 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

553
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Abundant evidence from aerial 
photographs, remote sensing and 
excavation of public buildings, houses 
and workplaces over the whole town. 

 
HAN553 showing maximum extent of 
settled area 

Designation 
The Roman city of Viroconium Cornoviorum 
Statement of Significance 
Fourth largest Roman town in Britain and among the best preserved.  

Period Roman ca AD120-500 

Documentation T. Wright (1859) Guide to the Ruins of Uriconium at Wroxeter  
G.E. Fox 1897 Uriconium Archaeol Jnl 54, 123-73 
K. Kenyon 1940 Excavations at Viroconium, 1936-7 Archaeologia 88, 175-227 
P.A. Barker et al. 1997 Baths basilica Wroxeter, Excavations 1966-90 English Heritage Archl Rep 
8 
R. White & P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 77-117 
R. White 1999 The evolution of the baths complex at Wroxeter, Shropshire IN J. DeLaine and D.E. 
Johnston (eds.) Roman Baths and Bathing. Vol.2 Design and Context, 278-91 
P.J. Ellis 2000 The Roman Baths and Macellum at Wroxeter. Excavations by Graham Webster 
1955-85 English Heritage Archaeol Rep 9 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Excellent survival proven in many areas. 

Fragility/vulnerability  9   

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value 9   Although much is buried, significances and evidence can be 
explained.   

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

554
Associated HER Nos. 
06494 MSA13154 
06495 MSA13155 

AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Evidence for this phase only seen in 
excavation so its extent and condition is 
very difficult to gauge. Where it has been 
found in excavation, eg on the baths 
basilica, it has been of very high quality. 
Occupation perhaps limited to the core 
insulae but known in HAN502, 504, 505, 
509 

 
HAN554 showing possible extent of 
settlement.  

Designation 
The Roman / Post-Roman phase of occupation.  
Statement of Significance 
Of International significance for understanding, and characterising the surviving Roman culture of western Britain 
in this period 
Period Roman / Post-Roman ca.AD 500-650 

Documentation P.A. Barker et al. 1997 Baths basilica Wroxeter, Excavations 1966-90 English Heritage Archl Rep 
8 
R. White & P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 118-136 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition 9   Ploughing seems not to have disturbed this late phase too much 
even though it is relatively close to the surface 

Fragility/vulnerability 9   Close to the surface 

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value 9   Difficult to demonstrate the archaeology but of vital importance 
nonetheless.  

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

555
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
In occupation terms probably limited to 
the existing village clustered around the 
ford and the church. The remainder of 
the town was under cultivation as shown 
by the evidence for ridge and furrow 
cultivation in the lines of roads, in 
geophysics, etc. The baths site (Old 
Work) was probably in use as a medieval 
barn.  

 
HAN555 as shown on the Rocque 
map of 1756, just before enclosure 

Designation 
The medieval settlement of Wroxeter village 
 
Statement of Significance 
Very important for telling the whole of the story at Wroxeter and the significant transmission of the heritage 
assets.  
Period Medieval, ca. AD 650(?) - 1500 

Documentation R. White & P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 137-150 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity  9   

Group value 9    

Survival/condition  9   

Fragility/vulnerability   9  

Diversity 9    

Potential 9    

Amenity value 9   Important for conveying the wider story of Wroxeter and its 
evolution / survival.  

 
 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ56200940 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

556
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. 

Part of the Attingham 
Estate 

EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 
RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Extensive area of cropmarks covering 
much of the field immediately north of the 
town rampart (HAN309) and to the west 
of the Whitchurch road (HAN400). The 
earthworks appear to comprise 
trackways that apparently run beneath 
the town rampart and must thus pre-date 
it. Also visible are marching camps 
probably associated with Legionary 
activity and a possible enclosed 
cemetery.  The Norton cropmarks (HAN556) as 

plotted by English Heritage  

Designation 
Extensive extramural settlement of Roman date some of which certainly pre-dates the town. 
 
Statement of Significance 
Extramural settlement evidence of this kind is extremely rare nationally and its preservation from current 
ploughing regimes must be seen as a high priority.   
Period Roman (1st cent – 4th cent.?) 

Documentation H. Welfare and V. Swan 1995 Roman Camps in England. The Field Archaeology , 159 
R. White & P. Barker 1998 Wroxeter. Life and Death of a Roman City, 67 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    

Group value 9    

Survival/condition  9  Uncertain. Under the plough but apparently still surviving as has 
been demonstrated in recent geophysical surveys 

Fragility/vulnerability 9   Needs investigation as a matter of urgency 

Diversity 9    

Potential 9   Great potential for exploring the relationship of the town to its 
immediate hinterland 

Amenity value 9   Could form part of a wider landscape trail from Attingham Park 

 



Site Number: 670 
Location 
Wroxeter Roman City, 
Shropshire 

Grid.ref. 
(centred) 
SJ5608 

Heritage Asset Type 
BURIED ASSETS 

Heritage Asset Number:  

557
Associated HER Nos. AMP ref. NT ref. EH Ref. No.  Compiler / Date 

RHW July 2010 

Summary description of evidence 
Site of former aqueduct channel, a V-
shaped leat following the highest contour 
of the southern side of the Bell Brook 
valley to bring water into Wroxeter’s 
highest point. When surveyed in the 
1930s it was said to be 2.5 miles long.  

Photo showing the aqueduct channel 
HAN557just before its destruction in 
the late1950s 

Designation 
The aqueduct / leat supplying water to the Roman city. Destroyed in the late 1950s as an earthwork, it may still 
survive beneath the ground.  
Statement of Significance 
Fourth largest Roman town in Britain and among the best preserved.  

Period Roman ca AD120-500 

Documentation R.W. Pocock 1934 Note on the water supply of Uriconium Trans Shropshire Archaeol Soc 47, 79-
80 
G. Webster & D. Hollingsworth 1959 The Wroxeter Aqueduct Trans Shropshire Archaeol Soc 56, 
133-7 

Assessment of importance/significance 

Criteria High Med. Low  
Rarity 9    
Group value 9    

Survival/condition   9 Unknown whether the monument survives or not. 

Fragility/vulnerability 9   Still under the plough 

Diversity  9   

Potential 9   Needs archaeological evaluation. This may be possible in the 
narrow strip of land to the east of the ramparts.  

Amenity value 9   Potential largest lost although its site can be pointed out and 
interpreted.    

 


