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Executive Summary

1.1 An archaeological excavation was carried out by GUARD Archaeology Limited, on behalf of Stewart 
Milne Homes, on an area proposed for development at Dalry Road, Stewarton, East Ayrshire. The 
excavation concentrated in two trenches where potentially significant archaeological features 
were encountered during the evaluation phase of the project (see Arabaolaza 2011a). An area 
of 400 m² (trench 74) and 1,220 m² (trench 59) was investigated in order to interprete and date 
these features. The work was undertaken between 5 and 15 April 2011.  

Introduction

2.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological excavation undertaken by GUARD 
Archaeology, on behalf of Stewart Milne Homes on a site proposed for residential development 
at Dalry Road, Stewarton.  During the course of the excavation a total of 1,620 square metres of 
topsoil stripping was conducted, spread over two individual trenches: 1,220 square metres in 
trench 59 and 400 square metres in trench 74.  

Site Location, Topography and Geology

3.1 The proposed development location lies to the western edge of the village of Stewarton, just 
south of Dalry Road (centred at NGR NS 4108 4593).  At its southern end it is bounded by 
Kilwinning Road and to the west by open pasture fields. To the east it’s limited by Stewarton 
cemetery and Righead housing estate. The development area covers approximately 12 hectares 
and currently consists of broadly rectangular-shaped plot sloping down from north to south and 
used as open pasture (Figure 1).  

3.2 The underlying drift geology consists of Limestone coal formation, while the solid geology 
consists of Mudstone and Limestone coal formation (Geology Digimap http://digimap.edina.
ac.uk).  

Archaeological Background

4.1 A review of desk-based sources undertaken in advance of the trenching revealed a total of 41 
known cultural heritage sites within a kilometre of the centre of the proposed development.  
None of these sites are located within the boundary of the development site.  Sites recorded 
within the study area included one scheduled ancient monument: Law Mount, a man made 
mound which may have been a defensive structure (NMRS NS44SW.1; SAM 3381). Most of 
these sites include Category B or C listed buildings related to residential or industrial activity. 
The nearest prehistoric site (Cairn Duff) is in excess of 1 km from the boundary of the site (Innes 
2005).

Aims and Objectives

5.1 The aims and objectives of the archaeological work were to:

• determine the character, extent and significance of the archaeological deposits 
encountered;

• excavate and record any significant archaeological remains to ensure preservation by 
record;

• undertake funded post-excavation analysis and publication of the results on the 
archaeological works should this be deemed necessary.
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Methodology

6.1 Topsoil was stripped using a mechanical excavator, fitted with a flat-bladed ditching bucket, 
under close archaeological supervision.  The topsoil was removed to the surface of the subsoil 
or the first significant archaeological horizon.  In trench 59 an area of approximately 40 metres 
in length by 20 metres in breadth with further areas of extension on its south side was opened. 
In trench 74 an area of 20 metres long by 20 metres wide was stripped (Figure 1).  

6.2 All on-site recording, written, drawn and photographic, was to the standards normally pertaining 
in archaeological fieldwork.  Trenches were surveyed and located within the National Grid using 
a Sub-centimetre accurate GPS.  Weather conditions for the excavation were mostly overcast 
and quite windy.

Results 

7.1 During the course of the excavation eight features of archaeological significance were 
encountered: seven were located in trench 59 and a single feature was found in trench 74 
(Figure 2).  The majority of the area revealed a loose light brown clayish silt topsoil (0.25 m to 
0.35 m thick), which overlay light yellowy brown silty clay natural subsoil.  

7.2 Seven archaeological features were encountered in 
trench 59. At the north-east side of the trench, a hard 
deposit of grey clay with frequent inclusions of angular 
cobbles of all sizes and shapes (004) was encountered. 
It measured  6.6 m in lenght by 1.5 m in width and 
up to 0.18 m in depth. It was North/South orientated 
and some fragments of old drain, modern glass and 
ceramic sherds were found within it as well as some 
pieces of wood at its base. South-west of this feature, 
a heavily compacted grey/brown clay with frequent 
cobble inclusions was recorded (014). It measured 2.9 
m North/South by 2.6 m East/West and it was 0.14 m 
thick. Modern glass and ceramic were noted but not 
recovered in this deposit. South-east of this feature, a 
hard mid brown/grey silt clay with frequent sub-rounded 
cobbles was found (013) (Figure 3). It contained modern 
pottery and glass and measured between 2-4 m long by 
circa 1.3 m wide and 60 mm to 0.41 m deep (Plate 1).

7.3 Underneath feature (004), at its southern end, a linear 
feature (006) made of non-bonded and un-shaped 
cobbles, boulders (measuring approximately 0.15 m by 
0.18 m by 80 mm) and bedrock was recorded. It measured 4.8 m in length by 0.6 m to 0.9 m 
in width and it was one coarse in height (approximately 0.3 m) and East/West orientated. It 
presented a shallow cut [018] only visible at its eastern end. Some 2.9 m west of this feature, 
running perpendicular and abutting (006) there was another drystone linear feature (007). It 
was made of medium size cobbles (0.25 m by 0.12 m by 30 mm) quite angular in shape and it 
was oriented North/South. It measured 0.5 m in width, 1.6 m  in length and one coarse in height 
and it was very truncated at its south and west sides, probably by drainage work. All these 
features were overlaid by a 0.1 m deep topsoil with frequent inclusions of cobbles (Figure 3). 

7.4 Also in Trench 59, but at its west end, another hard soil layer mixed with frequent angular 
cobbles was identified (005). It measured 5.6 m in length by 3.26 m in width and approximately 
0.38 m in depth. An array of  modern finds were recorded and some of them collected from 
this feature (Plate 2). At its south-east side another deposit of hard blackish grey silty clay with 
frequent inclusions of angular cobbles of varied size and shapes was found (017). It measured 
6 m in length by 5.38 m in width and 0.26 m in deep. It also contained a significant amount of 
modern finds, including ceramic, animal bone, glass, metal and plastic, a ceramic drain was also 

Plate 1: Slot through deposit (013).

7
Project 3245/2: Dalry Road, Stewarton.



002

002
Bedrock

Bedrock

007

006

018Dwg 16
Dwg 15

018
002

s N

006

014

002

013

Key
Drain
Flint
Slate

013

002
Stone
hole

Stone
hole

E W
007

Figure 3a:  Plan & sections of eastern area of trench 59.

0 2.5 m

0 1 m

006

007

014

004

8
Project 3245/2: Dalry Road, Stewarton.



discovered at the base of the centre of this feature. Both were overlaid by topsoil 0.1m deep 
with frequent cobbles inclusion (Figure 3).

7.5 Finally in the south-western extension of the trench, two stone field drains were recorded. A 
drystone linear drain (015) lined with sub-rounded cobbles, measuring 0.15 m by 0.14 m by 90 
mm and capped with flat slabs (0.46 m by 0.35 m by 50 mm) was also present (Plate 3). It had 
a West/East orientation and the other drain (016) appeared to drain into its eastern end. It was 
truncated by a modern ceramic drain at its west side. Feature (016), another drystone linear 
drain made of sub-angular, flattish stones (0.27 m by 0.12 m by 90 mm) ran North/South. 

7.6 Another feature of archaeological interest was recorded in Trench 74. It consisted of an oval 
shaped  cut [009] with rounded corner and measuring 0.66 m by 0.92 m (north/south) by 
0.26 m deep. It was filled by a hard to moderately compacted blueish grey clay with frequent 
inclusions of charcoal flakes. Occasional small stones and a fragment of cremated animal bone 
were found within it. Post-excavation analysis carried out on the samples collected from this 
feature revealed charcoal remains, no charred stones or material culture (lithics, pottery, etc.) 
were encountered during the study.

7.7 During the excavation a background scatter of artefacts were recorded from the archaeological 
deposits, including modern ceramic, glass and metal fragments. 

Discussion 

8.1 The excavation identified five cobbled surfaces: (004, 005, 013, 014 and 017), two drystone 
walls: (006 and 007) and two stone field drains (015 and 016) in trench 59 and a discrete pit 
[009] in trench 74. The cartographic sources examined in the original desk-based assessment 
(Innes 2005) illustrated no buildings or structures at either location. Further desk-based work 
however targeted on the later Ordnance Survey cartographic sources did however reveal the 
presence of sub-division on the smaller scale maps of the area. This is first noted in 1857 and 
the six speratate divisions of the field were present until 1959, when aerial photographs the 
development site first show a single field.  

8.2 The hard cobbled surfaces encountered in trench 59 (004, 013 and 014) on the east side and 
(005 and 017) on its west side seem to be the remains of agricultural improvements carried out 
in the field or fields. The similarity between composition and location of these deposits and the 
finds present in them suggests that they are associated; feature 004 is probably the same as 
features 013 and 014 and feature 005 is the same as 017. All of them have a high presence of 
modern finds including: metal, ceramic, drain fragments, glass and even plastic which suggest a 
modern date between the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They seem to be part of a deposit 
used as infill for drainage purposes since a lot of drain fragments were found within this area. 
In feature 017 a drain was present at its bottom. Moreover, the field had a high presence of 
modern and old field drains scattered around, some of which were made of stone. Two stone 
field drains were actually identified at the south west corner of the area excavated in trench 59: 
(015) and (016).

   Plate 2: West facing section of (005).   Plate 3: Slot through stone field drain.
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8.3 The linear stone feature (006) present underneath (004) seem to be the remains of a drystone 
wall. The field boundaries depicted in the OS map of 1857, actually seem to correspond with the 
location of the drystone wall (006) found on site (Figure 2). Feature (007), which was abutting 
(006), also seems to be  part of a drystone wall, probably an addition to the field boundary wall 
(Figure 3).

8.4 The pit [009] found in trench 74, was situated on a flat sunken area on the west side of the 
evaluated field. An area of 20 m by 20 m around the feature was opened but no further 
archaeological  features were discovered. No datable finds were found within the fill (008) apart 
from charcoal and a cremated animal fragment. They were no lithics, pottery or charred/burned 
stones found in the fill to provide any idea of use. The red stones present in the fill of the feature 
were identified as part of the underlying subsoil. It seems to be a redeposited natural mixed 
with charcoal. The character and date of this feature therefore remains obscure. 

Recommendations 

9.1 Given that the excavation work has revealed and recorded fragments of a late land division 
system,   material interpreted as infill associated with drainage and a single pit of indeterminate 
character, it is recommended that no further archaeological fieldwork or post-excavation 
analysis is pursued.  

9.2 GUARD would stress that these recommendations are intended for guidance only.  While the 
recommended mitigation strategy was developed following consultation with Paul Robins of 
WoSAS, final decisions on the nature and extent of any future archaeological work rest with the 
planning authority.
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Appendix B: List of Contexts

Context 
No. Area Description Interpretation

001 - Loose light brown clayish silt Topsoil
002 - Light yellowy brown silty clay Subsoil
003 - Hard blueish grey silty clay Subsoil
004 - Hard grey clay with frequent cobbles Hard surface
005 - Hard angular cobbles mixed with topsoil Hard surface
006 - Stone linear feature Drystone wall
007 - Stone linear feature Drystone wall
008 - Hard blueish grey clay with charcoal Fill of possible pit
009 - Cut of possible pit Cut filled by (008)
010 - - -
011 - - -
012 - - -

013 - Mid brown grey silt clay with sub-rounded pebbles and 
cobbles Cobbled surface/deposit

014 - Hard grey/brown clay with frequent cobbles Cobbled  surface/deposit
015 - Stone linear feature Stone drain
016 - Stone linear feature Stone drain
017 - Hard dark blackish grey silt clay with frequent cobbles Cobbled  surface/deposit
018 - Cut for (006) Cut for wall (006)

Appendix C: List of Finds

Find No. Area Context 
No.

No. of 
Pieces Material Description

1 Tr59 005 5 Metal Iron nails
2 Tr59 005 1 Bone Animal bone fragment
3 Tr59 005 1 Metal Iron hinge fragment
4 Tr59 005 1 Ceramic 19th century bottle

Appendix D: List of Samples

Sample 
No. Area Context 

No. Size
Reason for Sampling

Application/Comments
Pot Bone Lithics Botanics

1 Tr74 (008) L  - x x x Fill of possible pit [009]

2 Tr74 (008) L  - x x x Fill of possible pit [009], same as sample 
001

Appendix E: List of Drawings

Drawing No. Area Sheet No. Subject Scale
1 Tr74 1 Plan of possible pit [009] 1:20
2 Tr74 1 South facing section of [009] 1:10
3 Tr59 1 Plan of possible path and walls (004),(006) and (007) 1:20
4 Tr74 1 Post ex plan of [009] 1:20
5 Tr59 2 Pre ex plan of feature (005) 1:20
6 Tr59 3 Plan of cobbles (014) after cleaning 1:20
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Drawing No. Area Sheet No. Subject Scale
7 Tr59  - Pre ex plan (overlay of drawing number 3) 1:20
8 Tr59 3 Pre ex plan of cobbles (013) 1:20
9 Tr59 4 Pre ex plan of cobbles (013) 1:20

10 Tr59 5 West facing section of (005) 1:10
11 Tr59 6 West facing section of cobbles (014) 1:10
12 Tr59 6 South facing section of (004) 1:10
13 Tr59 6 East facing section through (013) 1:10
14 Tr59 7 Post ex plan of walls (006) and (007) 1:20
15 Tr59 7 East facing section through wall (006) 1:10
16 Tr59 7 North facing section through wall (007) 1:10
17 Tr59 7 East facing section through cobbles (013) 1:10
18 Tr59 8 West facing section of (017) 1:10
19 Tr59 9 Pre ex plan of deposit (017) 1:20

Appendix F: List of Photographs

Digital

Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
1 Tr74 [009] Pre-ex of possible pit [009] N
2 Tr74 [009] Post-ex of possible pit [009] N
3  -  - ID shot  -
4 Tr74 [009] Post-ex general view of trench NE
5 Tr59 (005) General view of (005) W
6 Tr59 (005) Pre-ex of (005) N
7 Tr59 (005) Pre-ex of (005) W
8 Tr59 (015) Stone field drain W
9 Tr59 (015) Slot through stone field drain S

10 Tr59 (015) Slot through stone field drain W
11 Tr59 (016) Stone field drain N
12 Tr59 (016) Stone field drain W
13 Tr59 (004);(006);(007) General view of features North end E
14 Tr59 (004);(006);(007) General view of features centre E
15 Tr59 (004);(006);(007) General view of features South end E
16 Tr59 (004);(006);(007) General view of features centre N
17 Tr59 (004);(006);(007) General view of features centre W
18 Tr59 (006) Feature (006) pre-ex N
19 Tr59 (007) Feature (007) pre-ex N
20 Tr59 (004) Feature (004) pre-ex N
21 Tr59 (014) Feature (014) pre-ex W
22 Tr59 (013) Feature (013) pre-ex E
23 Tr59 (017) Feature (017) pre-ex W
24 Tr59 (017) Feature (017) pre-ex S
25 Tr59 (017) Feature (017) pre-ex N
26 Tr59 (005) General view of (005) slot N
27 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
28 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
29 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
30 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall E
31 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall N
32 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall S
33 Tr59 (014) West facing section of cobbles W
34 Tr59 (014); (002) Post-ex of slot through cobbles N
35 Tr59 (006);(007) Post-ex wall W
36 Tr59 (006);(007) Post-ex wall W
37 Tr59 (006) East facing section of wall E
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Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
38 Tr59 (004) South facing section through cobbles S
39 Tr59 (004); (002) Post-ex of slot through cobbles W
40 Tr59 (006) Post-ex of slot through wall S
41 Tr59 (007) North facing section through wall N
42 Tr59 (007) Slot through wall W
43 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit E
44 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit SE
45 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit E
46 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit S
47 Tr59 (005);(017) General shot W
48 Tr59 (017) Post ex E
49 Tr59 (017) Post ex S
50 Tr59 (017) West facing section (north end) W
51 Tr59 (017) West facing section (centre) W
52 Tr59 (017) West facing section (south end) W
53 Tr59  - General post ex E
54 Tr59  - General post ex S
55 Tr59  - General post ex S
56 Tr59 (004) Post ex N

Black and White

Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
1 -  - ID shot  
2 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall E
3 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall N
4 Tr59 (006):(007) Post cleaning and excavation of wall S
5 Tr59 (014) West facing section of cobbles W
6 Tr59 (014); (002) Post-ex of slot through cobbles N
7 Tr59 (006);(007) Post-ex wall W
8 Tr59 (006);(007) Post-ex wall W
9 Tr59 (005) General view of (005) slot N

10 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
11 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
12 Tr59 (005) West facing section W
13 Tr74 (008) Post ex of possible pit N
14 Tr59 (006) East facing section of wall E
15 Tr59 (004) South facing section through cobbles S
16 Tr59 (004); (002) Post-ex of slot through cobbles W
17 Tr59 (006) Post-ex of slot through wall S
18 Tr59 (007) North facing section through wall N
19 Tr59 (007) Slot through wall W
20 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit E
21 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit SE
22 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit E
23 Tr59 (013); (002) Slot through deposit S
24 Tr59 (005);(017) General shot W
25 Tr59 (017) Post ex E
26 Tr59 (017) Post ex S
27 Tr59 (017) West facing section (north end) W
28 Tr59 (017) West facing section (centre) W
29 Tr59 (017) West facing section (south end) W
30 Tr59 - General post ex S
31 Tr59 - General post ex S
32 Tr59 - General post ex S
33 Tr59 (004) Post ex N
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Appendix G: Discovery And Excavation Scotland Entry

LOCAL AUTHORITY: East Ayrshire Council 
PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: Dalry Road, Stewarton
PROJECT CODE: 3245/3
PARISH: Stewarton
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): Iraia Arabaolaza
NAME OF ORGANISATION: GUARD Archaeology Ltd
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Excavation
NMRS NO(S): ---
SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): ---

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: XIX century field boundaries and agricultural improvements and undated 
pit

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NS 4108 4593
START DATE (this season) 5th April 2011
END DATE (this season) 14th April 2011
PREVIOUS WORK (incl.  DES ref.) Evaluation 

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)

An archaeological excavation was carried out by GUARD Archaeology Ltd, 
on behalf of Stewart Milne Homes, on an area proposed for development 
at Dalry Road, Stewarton, East Ayrshire.  The excavation concentrated 
in two trenches where several significant archaeological features were 
encountered. Evidence of XIX century field boundary walls, deposits related 
to agricultural improvements and un-dated pit were discovered.

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: None
SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: Stewart Milne Homes
CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: ---
ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 52 Elderpark Workspace, 100 Elderpark Street, Glasgow, G51 3TR
EMAIL ADDRESS: iraia.arabaolaza@guard-archaeology.co.uk
ARCHIVE LOCATION
(intended/deposited) Archive to be deposited in NMRS.
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Appendix H: Written Scheme of Investigation
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5 

1.0 Non-Technical Summary  
This document sets out a scheme of archaeological works on land proposed for development at Dalry 
Road, Stewarton, East Ayrshire, as part of a mitigation strategy to deal with any archaeological remains 
which might survive within the boundaries of the site.  The proposed residential development of 207 
houses with associated access roads, suds basin and landscaping (Planning Application 10/0812/PP) has 
led West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS) to request that the site is the subject of the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological works. 

This project design establishes actions and products required to achieve Stage 1 of a potentially two to 
three-stage process, required to fulfil the archaeological planning request.  Stage 1 will include a 
programme of trial trench evaluation.  Stage 2, should it be necessary, will include further mitigation works 
(excavation) if significant archaeological remains are encountered and cannot be preserved in situ.  Stage 3, 
should it be necessary, will include the analysis of any significant materials recovered during stages 1 and 2 
and the preparation of a final publication report, if appropriate. 
 

2.0 Site Location and Description  
The site of the proposed housing development lies on the western edge of the village of Stewarton, just 
off of the B778 and to the west of Stewarton cemetery and Righead housing estate.  Located within a 
broadly rectangular-shaped plot, aligned north to south, the development area is bounded to the south by 
Kilwinning Road and to the west by open pasture fields.  The site is currently given over to pasture and 
slopes gently from the north to south. 

 

3.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 
The area proposed for development was the subject of a desk-based assessment of its cultural heritage 
resources, which was conducted and reported upon in 2005 (Innes 2005).  This report identified 41 sites 
within a 1 km radius of the development, none of which was actually within the site boundary.  The author 
of the report concluded that there had been little in the way of archaeological investigation in the past in 
the general area and consequently our knowledge of its archaeology was therefore limited.  In fact, 
CANMORE searches suggest that the nearest prehistoric site (Cairn Duff) is in excess of 1 km from the 
boundary of the site.  The surrounding landscape is dominated with entries for buildings notable for their 
architecture, rather than their archaeological significance.   
 

4.0 Project Objectives  
The project objectives are: 

• establish the presence or absence of archaeological resources within the development site under 
targeted archaeological evaluation conditions, 

• determine the character, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits; 

• excavate and record any significant archaeological remains should they be encountered; 

• conduct further mitigation works in the event that significant remains cannot be preserved in situ;

• undertake funded post-excavation analysis and publication of the results on the archaeological works 
should they be warranted. 

 

5.0 Methodology  
5.1 Evaluation Trenches (Stage 1) 
Evaluation of the site will be focussed within the limits of the undisturbed areas of the development and 
exclude any areas where deposits are inaccessible, where topography is unsuited to settlement or lies under 
or above site services.  Trenching will cover approximately 8% of the available area of the site, which is 
calculated as c 6,453 m2.  All trenches will be one bucket in width, but may be widened if archaeological 
remains are uncovered.  Trenches will be 40 m long by 2 m broad and distributed in an interrupted grid 
pattern where this is possible (see attached figure).  Prior to trenching all trench locations will be scanned 
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for services.  Excavation will initially be by machine under close archaeological supervision.  The exposed 
areas will then be cleaned by hand to identify any archaeological features. 

Any features that are identified during the evaluation will be investigated to determine their age, extent and 
significance.  Recording will be by pro-forma sheets, drawings and photographs.  Potentially significant 
features will be partly excavated to determine the date of the deposits and their extent.  This information 
will inform any mitigation strategies for any further work that may be required. 

The written record of all archaeological features, deposits and finds will be by means of conventional pro 
forma sheets.  Scaled hand-drawn plans will also be made at 1:20 and sections at 1:10.  Black and white and 
colour record photographs will also be taken, along with digital images.  The locations and dimensions of 
all features will be recorded in such a way as to tie them to the Ordnance Survey grid and the National 
Datum.   

In the event that no significant remains are encountered, the findings of the evaluation will be notified, 
verbally and in writing, to the West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS) and Stewart Milne Homes, 
so that the area can be signed-off as quickly as possible.   

5.2 Further Mitigation (Stage 2) 
Should significant archaeological deposits be encountered, an excavation (Stage 2) and post-excavation 
phase of work (Stage 3) may be necessary.  In this scenario, an amendment (addendum) to the written 
scheme of investigation will be produced to accompany any further fieldwork, with further costs outlined 
at this stage. 
If required, the methodology to be employed during Stage 3 (post-excavation analysis and publication), 
would be specified in an addendum to this document known as a Post-Excavation Research Design 
(PERD).  This addendum, will be submitted by the applicant for the approval of East Ayrshire Council, 
prior to the commencement of any Stage 3 archaeological work.  It is expected that East Ayrshire Council 
will not discharge any potential planning condition which requires the programme of archaeological work, 
until such time as it is satisfied that all stages of archaeological fieldwork have been completed (in the case 
of Stages 1 and possibly 2), or secured by contract (in the case of Stage 3). 
 
5.3 Human Remains 
Though there is nothing to suggest their discovery is likely, should human remains be encountered, 
GUARD will notify the local police and WoSAS immediately and thereafter follow prescribed procedures 
for their treatment, in accordance with legal requirements.   
 
5.4 Monitoring 
WoSAS, acting on behalf of East Ayrshire Council will have a formal monitoring role.  John Atkinson, 
GUARD’s Depute Director will act as project manager for all the works outlined above and will be the 
sole point of contact for any project-related liaison with WoSAS and the developer or the developer’s 
agent.  In the event that a change in project manager is required during the works, this will be notified in 
writing to all parties prior to the change occurring.  The on-site project team will be happy to 
accommodate monitoring visits to the site during fieldwork, whether pre-arranged or otherwise.  Any site 
visitors will also be expected to conform to the health and safety regime in place during the project. 
 

6.0 Reporting, Archive & Small Finds Arrangements  
Following completion of archaeological fieldwork, GUARD will prepare a report, outlining the main 
results and including lists of all features, finds, samples, photographs and drawings.  This report will also 
include recommendations for any further mitigation measures appropriate to any remains encountered.  A 
short report detailing the results will also be submitted for publication in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.   
In the event that Stages 2 and 3, mitigation and analysis and publication are required a method statement, 
PERD and costing will be produced for agreement and subsequent discharging of the planning condition.  
Publication, where required, would normally be sought in a suitable academic journal. 

Copies of the fieldwork report will be provided to Stewart Milne Homes, to WoSAS and to the National 
Monuments Record for Scotland.  Further copies can be distributed to other recipients if requested and 
specified. 
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The archaeological fieldwork report will be prepared to the standard of a Data Structure Report as defined 
by Historic Scotland, in their “Project Design, Implementation and Archiving” document (Historic 
Scotland Archaeological Procedure Paper 2, 1996).  Archaeological reporting and archiving will in all 
respects be compliant with WoSAS standard conditions.   

The laws relating to Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia in Scotland apply to all finds where the original 
owner cannot be identified.  This includes all material recovered during archaeological fieldwork.  
Accordingly, all assemblages recovered from archaeological fieldwork are claimed automatically by the 
Crown and must be reported to the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel through the Treasure 
Trove Unit.  GUARD will insure this process of reporting is undertaken and temporarily store any finds 
until a decision has been made by the Panel regarding the museum which will be allocated the finds for 
permanent curation.  All finds will be transferred to the appropriate museum within six months of 
completion of the fieldwork, if no post-excavation work is required, or at the end of the latest finishing 
post-excavation programme.   
 

7.0 Timetable  
GUARD will be able to begin work on agreement of this project design and provisionally plan to start the 
evaluation in mid to late January 2011.  The programme of trenching will be completed within three weeks 
of the trenching commencing.  On completion of the evaluation a report to data structures level will be 
completed within four weeks.   

Should post-excavation analysis and reporting be merited, a Post-Excavation Research Design will be 
produced within one month of completion of all fieldwork at the site.  Submission of final publication 
reports, should they be warranted, will be undertaken within a year of agreement of the PERD.   
 

8.0 Personnel  
The programme of work will be conducted by professional archaeologists from GUARD.  The project will 
be directed by Maureen Kilpatrick one of GUARD’s experienced Field Officers.  A full CV for this 
individual will be made available on request and prior to fieldwork beginning 
 

9.0 Health and Safety 
The project will be conducted in line with all current legislation and with the IFA approved SCAUM 
document “Health and Safety in Field Archaeology”.  Prior to fieldwork commencing a risk assessment of 
the project would be undertaken, giving rise to a project-specific safety plan.   
 

10.0 Bibliography  
Innes, L J 2005 Stewarton, Righead Proposed Housing Development: Archaeological Assessment, GUARD report 
2071, Glasgow. 
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