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1.0 Executive Summary 
1.1 An archaeological evaluation was carried out by GUARD Archaeology Ltd of the proposed for the 

Melrose Crematorium development area to the south of Melrose. The trial trench evaluation 
encountered a limited number of undated features. Two linear features, one aligned north/south 
and the second east/west, were recorded along the northern part of the development area. A 
stone built culvert was recorded aligned east/west along the lowest lying central part of the 
development area as well as numerous rubble drains encountered in most of the trenches. Putative 
rig and furrow cultivation remnants were visible towards the south eastern part of the evaluation 
area. 

2.0 Introduction 
2.1 This data structure report sets out the results of the archaeological evaluation of the Melrose 

Crematorium development area, undertaken by GUARD Archaeology Ltd on behalf of Crematoria 
Management Ltd, required to meet condition 6 of the planning consent for the development. 

3.0 Site Location 
3.1 The development area is 12,250 m' in size and is centred around NGR: NT 55624 33848, to the 

south-east of the turning on to the minor Eildon road off the A6091 Melrose Bypass, to the east of 
Melrose (Figure 1). The area evaluated comprised a gently undulating parcel of land, currently 
under pasture, lying at the northern foot of Eildon Hill North. 

4.0 Archaeological Background 
4.1 There are no known archaeological sites within the development boundary. However, the adjacent 

field to the west has been identified by the RCAHMS as the possible location of the Priorswood 
Cross (NMRS: NT53SE 31; SBC HER: 214003200), which was still apparently standing before the 
mid-18th century (Milne 1743, 7) but apparently removed by the early 19t h century (Thomson 1845, 
61) and thought to give the field its name of 'Corse Rig' (Watson 1943, 7-8). The First Edition (6 
inch to the mile) map, surveyed in 1859, ascribes 'Corse Rig' to the very southern end of the field 
adjacent to the west of the development site (Ordnance Survey 1863). The minor Eildon road off 
which the development site lies is first apparent in the late 18th century (Stobie 1770) and in 
sufficiently detailed maps thereafter (Thomson & Johnson 1820; Crawford & Brooke 1843; 
Ordnance Survey 1863), but is absent in earlier maps (Roy 1747-55). The cross itself is not apparent 
in any of these maps. 

4.2 An archaeological watching brief was conducted in Corse Rig field to the west of the development 
area in 2005 during the extension of a service trench, but no archaeological features or finds were 
encountered (Clapperton 2005, 125). Given this negative result, the Scottish Border Council 
Archaeology Officer considers that there is a possibility that the location of the cross is within the 
development area. 

4.3 The development will impact within a surrounding area containing large numbers of prehistoric, 
Roman and medieval sites of high archaeological sensitivity. These include prehistoric settlements 
visible as cropmarks, Roman temporary camps associated with the Newstead (Trimontium) 
complex to the north, and Melrose Abbey to the west. The development site also lies at the 
northern base of Eildon Hill North, the largest Iron Age hillfort in Scotland. Many of these sites, 
including Eildon Hill North, Melrose Abbey and the Roman sites at Newstead are Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and therefore of national significance. 

4.4 The archaeological sensitivity of the surrounding area therefore indicated the potential for 
archaeological features and finds to be encountered within the proposed development area. 
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Figure 2: Location of features recorded during evaluation.
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1.0 Executive Summary
This Written Scheme of Investigation forms the archaeological evaluation method statement for the
Melrose Crematorium development. This written scheme of investigation will require to be agreed by the
Scottish Borders Council Archaeology Officer and approved by the relevant Scottish Borders Council
Planning Officer prior to the commencement of archaeological fieldwork.

2.0 Introduction
This written scheme of investigation sets out the methodology for the archaeological evaluation of the
Melrose Crematorium site, required to meet condition 6 of the planning consent for Melrose Crematorium.

3.0 Site Location
The development site is 59,652 m² in size and is centred around NGR: NT 55624 33848, to the south east of
the turning on to the minor Eildon road off the A6091 Melrose Bypass, to the east of Melrose (Figure 1).

4.0 Archaeological Background
There are no known archaeological sites within the development boundary. However, the adjacent field to
the west has been identified by the RCAHMS as the possible location of the Priorswood Cross (NMRS:
NT53SE 31; SBC HER: 214003200), which was still apparently standing before the mid 18th century (Milne
1743, 7) but apparently removed by the early 19th century (Thomson 1845, 61) and thought to give the field
its name of ‘Corse Rig’ (Watson 1943, 7 8). The First Edition (6 inch to the mile) map, surveyed in 1859,
ascribes ‘Corse Rig’ to the very southern end of the field adjacent to the west of the development site
(Ordnance Survey 1863). The minor Eildon road off which the development site lies is first apparent in the
late 18th century (Stobie 1770) and in sufficiently detailed maps thereafter (Thomson & Johnson 1820;
Crawford & Brooke 1843; Ordnance Survey 1863), but is absent in earlier maps (Roy 1747 55). The cross
itself is not apparent in any of these maps.

An archaeological watching brief was conducted in Corse Rig field to the west of the development area in
2005 during the extension of a service trench, but no archaeological features or finds were encountered
(Clapperton 2005, 125). Given this negative result, the Scottish Border Council Archaeology Officer
considers that there is a possibility that the location of the cross is within the development area.

The development will impact within a surrounding area containing large numbers of prehistoric, Roman
and medieval sites of high archaeological sensitivity. These include prehistoric settlements visible as
cropmarks, Roman temporary camps associated with the Newstead (Trimontium) complex to the north,
and Melrose Abbey to the west. The development site also lies at the northern base of Eildon Hill North,
the largest Iron Age hillfort in Scotland. Many of these sites, including Eildon Hill North, Melrose Abbey and
the Roman sites at Newstead are Scheduled Ancient Monuments and therefore of national significance.

The archaeological sensitivity of the surrounding area increases the possibility that archaeological features
and finds will be encountered during development.

5.0 Aims and Objectives
The aim of the evaluation is to identify:

archaeological features associated with the Priorsford Cross if present

as yet unknown archaeological features and deposits which may be uncovered

archaeological finds from any prehistoric or historic period
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The objectives are therefore to

Conduct an archaeological evaluation (Figure 1), given the proximity of known archaeological remains,
to establish the presence or absence of any archaeological remains, and their character, date and
extent if surviving; determine the character, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits
encountered; and excavate and salvage any information possible from any significant features
encountered.

Submit a report to data structure level for agreement to Scottish Borders Council, on completion of the
evaluation and any resulting excavation works if archaeology is encountered.

Submit, if excavation works are required, an accompanying post excavation research design (PERD) and
costing alongside the data structure report, which will outline arrangements for final publication.

6.0 Fieldwork Methodology
The proposed development area will be photographed and a brief written description made prior to the
commencement of ground breaking works.

A metal detecting survey of all agreed trench locations will be conducted in advance of machine excavation
of trenches, in order to determine the presence or absence of metallic finds. Finds that are detected during
the metal detecting survey will be plotted using a handheld GPS and recovered using stratigraphically
controlled key hole excavation for identification and further study if necessary.

The machine excavation of trenches amounting to 10% of the 59,652 m² development area, but targeted at
the areas of greatest impact from the development, as specifically required by the Scottish Borders Council
Archaeology Officer, will be supervised by a GUARD Archaeologist. The evaluation trenches will comprise
119 trenches (each 25 m long and 2 m wide), amounting to 5,965 m² in total (Figure 1).

The machine excavator will be fitted with a c. 2 m wide flat bladed (toothless) ditching bucket.

The topsoil at each trench location will be removed in spits to the first archaeological horizon or, where
none was found, to the natural subsoil. Any archaeological features encountered will be cleaned by hand
by the on site Archaeologist to determine their character and extent.

Any significant archaeological features encountered will be dealt with by the on site Archaeologist. Should
negative cut features be encountered they will be 25 50% excavated in order to determine their
significance, date and function. A full record of excavated features will be made using a single context
planning system using pro forma sheets, drawings and photographs. All archaeological features will be
photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale. Sections will be drawn at 1:10, and plans at 1:20. All
levels will be tied into Ordnance Datum and the trenches accurately located with the National Grid.

All archaeological finds will be dealt with by the on site Archaeologist. Finds and animal bone will be
collected as bulk samples by context. Significant small finds will be three dimensionally located prior to
collection. All finds will be processed to MAP2 type standards and subject to specialist assessment. Palaeo
environmental samples will also be taken where appropriate. If necessary, conservation of finds will be
appraised to allow for specialist study.

All excavated feature fills and horizons will be sampled, using bulk soil samples, for palaeo environmental
evidence. This may also include micromorphological sampling in order to address key issues on soil
development at the site.

A representative section will be recorded denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy present and the
nature of the soil. This information will be logged in the day book together with a sketch drawn to scale
and a photographic record of deposits.

Should human remains be revealed by the excavation, the local police and the Scottish Borders Council
Archaeology Officer will be informed immediately. Any human remains will be accurately recorded by a
palaeo pathologist, but left in situ, pending the agreement of the client and the Scottish Borders Council
Archaeology Officer on an appropriate mitigation strategy.
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On completion of the recording of the evaluation trenches, the backfilling of trenches will be undertaken by
machine. No specialist backfilling is proposed, nor will the backfilling of trenches be supervised by the on
site archaeologist.

7.0 Report Preparation and Contents
A report detailing the results of the evaluation will be submitted to the client within four weeks of
completion of fieldwork and, subject to client approval, then submitted to the Scottish Borders Council
Archaeology Officer. The report will take the form of a Data Structure Report and will contain an interim
analysis of the results of the watching brief. The report will include a full descriptive text that will
characterise the date and extent of any archaeological deposits. It will also include plans at an appropriate
scale showing the area subjected to ground breaking works and archiving lists of all finds, samples, field
drawings and photographs.

If appropriate, the report will also include a costed PERD for archaeology encountered, in order to bring the
results forward for analysis and publication should this be required.

The report will include the following:

executive summary

a site location plan to at least 1:10,000 scale with at least an 8 figure central grid reference

OASIS reference number; unique site code

Planning application number

contractor’s details including date work carried out

nature and extent of the proposed development, including developer/client details

description of the site history, location and geology

a site plan to a suitable scale and tied into the national grid so that features can be correctly orientated

discussion of the results of field work

context & feature descriptions

features, number and class of artefacts, spot dating & scientific dating of significant finds presented in
tabular format

plans and section drawings of the features drawn at a suitable scale

initial assessment reports by specialists (if relevant finds/samples are recovered)

recommendations regarding the need for, and scope of, any further archaeological work

bibliography

At least two copies of the report will be prepared for the client and a further one including a digital PDF
copy sent to the SBC HER. If any polygons of the site boundaries and trench plan are produced using
ArcGIS, these must be submitted as shapefiles for the SBC HER.

The report will be presented in an ordered state and contained within a protective cover/sleeve or bound
in some fashion. The report will contain a title page listing site/development name and region together
with the name of the archaeological contractor and the developer or commissioning agent. The report will
be page numbered and supplemented with section numbering for ease of reference.

The report will seek to identify any deposits remaining on or associated with the site that will remain
following the completion of the excavation.
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8.0 Copyright
Unless otherwise agreed copyright for any report resulting from the archaeological work undertaken as
part of the project will be deemed the intellectual property of GUARD Archaeology Ltd.

9.0 Publication
A summary of the project results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. In the event of
minor archaeological remains being encountered during the evaluation, it is proposed that a
comprehensive report submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, will form the final publication of
the site. A copy of this will be included in the Data Structure Report submitted to the Scottish Borders Council
Archaeology Officer.

10.0 Archive
The archive for the project, including a copy of the report, will be submitted to the National Monuments
Records for Scotland within three months of completion of all relevant work.

Suitable digital images will be submitted to the Scottish Borders Council Archaeology Officer rather than
hard copies of photographs but guidance from the ADS will be followed. Also digital images for inclusion on
the online SMR website must be included with the report (these may be general site images or images of
specific features or finds).

The online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be completed within 3 months of
completion of the work. Once the Data Structure Report has become a public document by submission to
or incorporation into the SMR, the Scottish Borders Council Archaeology Service will validate the OASIS
form thus placing the information into the public domain on the OASIS website.

11.0 Finds Disposal
The arrangement for the final disposal of any finds made in connection with the archaeological work, will
be deposited in keeping with Scottish legal requirements as set out in the Treasure Trove Code of Practice
published by the Scottish Government in December 2008. The laws relating to Treasure Trove and Bona
Vacantia in Scotland apply to all finds where the original owner cannot be identified. This includes all
material recovered during archaeological fieldwork. Accordingly, all assemblages recovered from
archaeological fieldwork are claimed automatically by the Crown and must be reported to the Scottish
Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel through its secretariat, the Treasure Trove Unit. In the event of the
discovery of small finds at the Melrose Crematorium site, a filled out copy of the form "Declaration of an
Archaeological Assemblage from Fieldwork" and two copies of the pertinent Data Structure Report will be
submitted to the Panel at the conclusion of the fieldwork. The Panel will then be responsible for
recommending to the Queen's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer which museum should be allocated the
finds. All artefacts will be temporarily stored by GUARD until a decision has been made by the panel.

12.0 Personnel and Liaison
The GUARD team will comprise the following qualified and experienced GUARD archaeologists:

Project Manager: Mr Ronan Toolis

Project Director (on site Archaeologist): Maureen Kilpatrick

Environmental Specialist: Dr Susan Ramsay

Prehistoric Pottery and Worked Stone Specialist:: Dr Beverley Ballin Smith

Medieval Pottery Specialist: Mr Bob Wills

Lithics Specialist: Dr Torben Bjarke Ballin
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Botanical and Osteology Specialist: Dr Jennifer Miller

Faunal Specialist: Edouard Masson Maclean

Metalwork Specialist: Adrian Cox

Finds and Environmental Support and Conservation: Ms Aileen Maule

Illustrator: Ms Gillian McSwan

Quality Assurance: Dr John Atkinson

The GUARD Project Manager, Mr Ronan Toolis, will be the point of contact for the archaeological works. A
full CV for individuals concerned can be made available on request.

13.0 Monitoring
The proposed start date for the evaluation will be Monday 7th February, subject to the prior agreement of
the Scottish Borders Council Archaeology Officer. He will be informed of the site mobile phone no prior to
the start date so that monitoring visits can be arranged.

14.0 Health & Safety and Insurance
GUARD Archaeology Ltd adheres to the guidelines and standards prescribed for archaeological fieldwork
set down in the Institute of Field Archaeologists approved Health and Safety in Field Archaeology
document, prepared under the aegis of the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers
(SCAUM). It is standard GUARD policy, prior to any fieldwork project commencing, to conduct a risk
assessment and to prepare a project safety plan, the prescriptions of which will be strictly followed for the
duration of all archaeological fieldwork. Copies of the resultant project safety plan and of GUARD’s
Fieldwork Safety Policy Statement may be viewed upon request.

GUARD Archaeology Ltd also possesses all necessary insurance cover, proofs of which may be supplied
upon request.
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