
Elms Farm 
 
Baked clay metalworking moulds 
 
The moulds principally come from contexts dated to Period II or Period II-III.  Only five out of the 
total of seventy-seven pieces from dated contexts come from contexts later than Period III, and two of 
these are not certainly moulds.  It can be surmised that the other three pieces are redeposited. 
 
The one mould or former fragment which is significantly different from the others, in both the fabric 
and the type of object being produced, is from 23002.  Stylistically, it is Roman, but it comes from an 
undated cleaning layer. 
 
Types of object being produced 
 
Box rings with grooves round the edge            
 
Context F. no. F. Type Area Period 
13446 13447 Slot J II B-III 
15416 15417 Pit M II 
15418 15417 Pit M II 
 
Plain rings         
 
Context F. no. F. Type Area Period 
4937?  Layer K II-III 
7358? 7357 Ditch G II 
14381 14382 Pit L II C 
14572 14382 Pit L II C 
15416? 15417 Pit M II 
15418 15417 Pit M II 
16230 16231 Ditch H VI 
20149 20150 Post-hole L 0 
 
Petalled boss/stud   
 
Context F. no. F. Type Area Period 
15745 15744 Pit M III 
 
 Unidentified    
 
Context F. no. F. Type Area Period 
4002  Machining layer A 0 
4004  Cleaning layer K 0 
4336  Layer K II 
4909  Layer K IV 
4937  Layer K II-III 
14008 14007 Pit K II 
14381 14382 Pit L II C 
14572 14382 Pit L II C 
 
Total number and weight from each context 
 
Context Quantity Wt. (g) F. no. F. Type Area Period 
4002 1 12  Machining layer A 0 
4004 1 7  Cleaning layer K 0 
20149 2 35 20150 Post-hole L 0 
23002 1 114  Cleaning layer N 0 
4328 1 10 4698 Pit K II 
4336 2 15  Layer K II 



7358 1 17 7357 Ditch G II 
14008 1 29 14007 Pit K II 
15416 8 218 15417 Pit M II 
15418 18 519 15417 Pit M II 
13446 5 221 13447 Slot J II B-III 
14381 3 131 14382 Pit L II C 
14572 15 240 14382 Pit L II C 
15745 1 21 15744 Pit M III 
4840 2 22 4786 Pit K II-III 
4937 15 62  Layer K II-III 
4909 1 7  Layer K IV 
10167? 1 12 10168 Pit F IV 
10877? 1 16 10910 Pit N V 
16230 2 60 16231 Ditch H VI 
Total 82 1768     
 
 
Catalogue 
 
All objects are fragmentary.  The fabric has fairly common sand and fairly sparse vegetable temper;   
exteriors are oxidised and interiors reduced unless otherwise specified.   
 
Context Description Quantity Wt. 

(g) 
Ill. 

4002 One flat face at least 17mm long and 15mm wide, at an angle of c. 
135o to a face with three narrow transverse grooves, at least 15mm 
long.  Unidentified object. 

1 12 tbd 

4004 Mould fragment, with only a small area of the impression surviving.  
The object was something flat, with a right-angled corner, similar to 
the piece from 14008.  The surviving flat surface is c. 10x12mm.  

1 7  

4328 Possibly part of a pouring hole for an object with one flat face, at least 
16x10mm.  It is unclear what this object might be.  SF8516. 

1 10  

4336 One has a possible internal groove, the other has partial faces at right 
angles.  The latter is definitely not a ring mould. 

2 15  

4840 Two pieces, possibly from the same mould.  Unidentified object, 
possibly a knob or terminal.  It appears to have two sub-spherical 
units on top of an angled base.  Surviving L. of object c 40mm. 

2 22 tbd 

4909 Small fragment.  It doesn’t appear to be a ring, but there is too little 
surface present to be able to guess what it might be.  SF8517 (bs726) 

1 7  

4937 Small fragments, probably at least two different moulds.  Eight pieces 
have impressions, including possible small rings.  One piece has two 
areas of slightly irregular surface, and is definitely not from a rings 
mould.  SF8518, bs706 

15 62  

7358 Interior has parts of two concave grooves, probably rings.  External 
diam. c. 30mm, T. c. 9mm. 

1 17  

10167 Possible mould fragment in a rather sandy fabric.  There are no 
definite original surfaces. 

1 12  

10877 Possible mould fragment.  One face is grey and slightly concave.  The 
other face was broken off in antiquity. 

1 16  

13446 Side from a mould for at least two annular with circumferential 
grooves round the outer edges.  The core has broken off.  External 
diam. of rings 37mm, internal diam. 20mm, th. c. 4mm. 

1 56 y 

13446 Side from a mould as the illustrated piece.  It is possibly the other side 
of the same mould.  The surface is damaged and the core missing.  
Object external diam. c. 39mm, internal diam. c. 20mm. 

1 45  

13446 Three other fragments.  Two have traces of cylinders or rings, diam. c 
45mm.  One is roughly hemispherical, broken across the flat face.  
There are no traces of mould features, but it is in the same fabric, so is 
presumably part of a mould.  Diam. c. 58mm, ht. 29mm. 

3 120  



14008 Mould fragment for an object with a flat surface and a right-angled 
corner, similar to the piece from 4004.  The object was at least 
18x12x3mm. 

1 29  

14381 Two fragments with plain ‘rings’.  One has three rings, the other has 
the pouring hole and part of one ring. 

2 35  

14381 The fabric is slightly different from the other moulds.  The outer face 
is flat.  The inner surface has three grooves, very slightly curved 
along the length, W. 8mm, depth 7mm.  This does not seem to be a 
ring mould, as the rings would be enormous. 

1 96  

14572 Three curved grooves on the interior, with an almost semi-circular 
section.  There is a trace of the pouring channel at the top of the 
middle groove.  The rings would have been about 9mm thick. 

1 54 y 

14572 Side fragment with part of a large ring.  The outer surface is D-shaped 
in profile, suggesting that the mould either had a hole through the 
middle of the core, or had a depression in the side of the core.  Two 
other pieces are probably similar.  

3 60  

14572 Three fragments with traces of a large ring. 3 61  
14572 Seven mould fragments with no surviving details. 7 46  
14572 Fragment with only patches of the original surface surviving.  There 

are probably two pouring holes present, and the impression of a ?bar, 
rather than rings. 

1 19  

15416 Two fragments with rings with grooved edges, as 13446.  One piece 
has parts of two rings, external diam. c. 40mm; the other has part of a 
pouring hole. 

2 44  

15416 Fragment, with traces of two plain rings or pouring holes. 1 24  
15416 Fragment with groove, probably a pouring hole 1 15  
15416 Two fragments with no features; probably from moulds, as the fabric 

is the same. 
2 60  

15416 Curved outer face, no inner detail surviving. 1 23  
15416 Larger than most of the mould fragments.  The inner is not reduced, 

so it is either unused, or not a mould.  The outer surface is curved, as 
with the other mould fragments; the inner surface has broad, shallow 
grooves, W. 18mm. 

1 52  

15418 Side from a mould with part of the pouring hole and a broken central, 
cylindrical core.  The object would have been annular, possibly a 
cylinder rather than a ring.  Object external diameter c. 40mm, 
internal diam. 26mm, surviving core ht. 11mm. 

1 54 y 

15418 Six side pieces similar to the illustrated piece.  All are about the same 
size.  The group must represent at least four moulds.  Two pieces 
have traces of circumferential grooves round the outer face of the 
ring.   

6 224  

15418 Detached core fragment. 1 6  
15418 Three fragments with parts of one or two rings present, with 

circumferential grooves. 
3 54  

15418 Four pieces with two pouring holes, each leading to one ring.  There 
were possibly only two rings per mould in this group.  The tops are 
slightly cupped.  L. of pouring hole c. 28-30mm. 

4 140 1 
tbd 

15418 Fragment, probably with a pouring hole, but very abraded. 1 34  
15418 Two fragments of mould with no surviving details. 2 7  
15745 Ten-petalled boss or stud head with a concave centre.  The petals are 

of uneven widths.  Diam.  30mm.  SF7408 
1 21 y 

16230 Two pieces, probably parts of the same mould.  One has three plain 
‘ring’ impressions, the other has two.  Diam. c. 60mm, th. 8mm. 

2 60  

20149 Pouring hole, and a trace of a ring only about 4mm thick, with an 
external diameter of perhaps 20mm.  A second fragment has possible 
ring traces. 

2 35  

23002 This appears to be a mould for drapery, so is probably for a statuette.  
It is a much larger fragment than the other moulds from the site, and 
is in a different fabric.  The fabric is more similar to a tile fabric than 
the other moulds.  The inner surface is not reduced, so it doesn’t seem 

1 114 tbd 



to have been used with hot metal, and may have been a former for 
sheet metal, rather than a mould as such.  L. 84mm, W. 55mm. It is 
from an unstratified cleaning layer 

  82 1768  
 
Not moulds 
 
Context Description Quantity Wt. 

(g) 
Ill. 

4336 Probably not moulds, although two have vitrified surfaces, and may 
be connected with metalworking. 

11 49  

9796 Septaria   1 58  
14572 Fragment with a flat surface.  The fabric is different from the rest of 

the mould pieces from the context, and this is probably baked clay. 
1 18  

14995 Probably not a mould.  A fine fabric with very little sand or vegetable 
temper.  All surfaces are partly grey, and it was probably burnt after 
breakage.   

1 15  

15308 Probably not a mould fragment.  The fabric is fine, with very little 
sand, and no vegetable temper.  Although the surface is flat and partly 
reduced, this is probably just baked clay.  SF8521 

1 19  

18737 Probably not a mould.  Brown fabric with iron-rich inclusions, with 
no vegetable temper.  There is no sign of use, i.e. no reduction of the 
inner surface.  One face is roughly facetted across the width, the other 
has a groove 14mm wide, and part of a second groove.  c. 47x29mm.  

1 16  

20126 Eight fragments in a fairly sandy fabric.  Slabby pieces with parallel 
grooves, some flat, some slightly curved lengthwise.  Where the 
surfaces of the grooves are reduced, the burning is clearly post-
breakage.  The grooves are much larger than those in the moulds, and 
the fragments larger.  This is probably highly fired daub.  The largest 
piece weighs 226g. 

8 594  

21971 This looks more like compacted/iron panned earth with charcoal 
inclusions.  Two flattish faces may just be scars of pebbles.  SF7742 

1 6  
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