
Elms Farm 
 
Objects of medieval and post-medieval date. 
 
Function category 1 Objects of personal adornment or dress 
 
Brooches 
 
Copper alloy  (Not illustrated) 
 
1. Small diamante brooch in the shape of a ribbon bow.  C19-20. SF9525, Context 3999, 

Spoilheap 
2. (note by Nina Crummy) Plate brooch in the form a new moon, with a design of five white 

stars set within a field of blue enamel, and with a white oval at the tip of each horn. The 
catchplate and most of the pin are missing, but the stump of the latter remains fixed 
between two lugs. L. 27 mm. It probably dates to either the 1930s or 1960s. SF8399, 
Machining layer 11000 

 
Buckles 
 
Copper alloy (Not illustrated) 
 
3. Oval buckle, bar broken.  Greyish metal.  Probably post-Roman.  28x19mm. SF40, 

Machining layer 400, Area W 
4. Square buckle, surface partly missing.  Probably post-medieval.  W. 28mm. SF59, 

Machining layer 400, Area W 
5. Bar fragment in good condition, D-shaped section, with a rounded end.  Probably a 

buckle pin, probably post-Roman.  26x6mm, Th. 3mm. SF8145, Context 3999, Spoilheap 
6. Shoe buckle in poor condition.  C18-19.  58x47mm. SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap 
7. Small oval buckle with a pin rest and wire pin, point missing.  Folded sheet buckle plate 

with a single iron rivet, and chamfered ends.  There is white metal coating on the plate, 
probably on the buckle, but not on the pin. The plate had a border of short, fine lines 
perpendicular to the edge, now present only on a small area of the back. There is 
mineralised textile present in buckle plate, apparently quite coarse (wool?).  Cf Egan and 
Pritchard 1991, 74, no. 309, for an almost identical buckle without white metal coating, 
from a context dated c. 1350-1400.  In good condition, with slight damage. Buckle L. 
13mm, W. 16mm, Plate L. 16mm, W. 11mm. SF274, Machining layer 4000 

8. Buckle fragment, with a triangular pin rest.  This is probably from a post-medieval 
buckle, with a good parallel from an 18th century context in Portsmouth (Fox and Barton 
1986, 240, no. 19), although it should be noted that Crummy (1983, 51, no. 1819) 
illustrates a double buckle with identical ends to this example, from a 3rd century context, 
while offering no close Roman parallels.  Given that this is a well-known post-medieval 
form, the latter buckle might be better seen as intrusive.  Dimensions SF6510, Machining 
layer 11000 

9. Shoe buckle fragment with moulded curvilinear decoration.  The cross bar was iron.  
18th/19th cent. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 

10. Fragment from the side of a curved buckle, broken across the hole for the separate cross 
bar.  The surface is in poor condition.  Post-medieval.  L. 20mm, section 7x4mm. 
SF7232, Machining layer 11000 



11. Buckle with integral buckle plate with one iron rivet.  The tongue, which would have 
fitted into a circular hole in the plate, is missing.  Probably medieval or later; cf Egan and 
Pritchard 1991, 106 for similar forms dating to the 13th - 14th cent.  It is suggested that 
they had a specialised function, and one from London was found in situ on a spur.  MB 
notes faint striations on the front of the plate which may be keying for white metal, or 
traces of decoration. Surface in poor condition. L. 32mm. Loop W. 19mm, L. 17mm; 
plate 15x13mm. SF7078, Machining layer 17000, Area Q 

 
White metal 
 
12. A small D-shaped buckle in white metal with an iron crossbar. SF7076, Machining layer 

17000. Area Q.  D28 
 
Buttons (Not illustrated)  
 
Copper alloy and white metal 
 
The buttons were classified according to the standard ECC type series. 
 
Type A 
 
13. Traces of gilding on the back, and two incised concentric circles.  Probable inscription  

...T..  Diam. 15mm.  Early 19th cent.  SF36, Cleaning layer 1, Area W, not phased 
14. Diam. 16mm. 18th-19th century.  SF8198, Context 3999, Spoilheap 
15. Button, type A.  The back loop is broken, and there is an illegible inscription on the back.  

19th century.  Diam. 20mm. SF9509, Machining layer 4000         
16. Line round edge on back.  Diam. 16mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
17. Illegible inscription on back. Diam. 15mm.  SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
18. Traces of gilding on the back.  Diam. 14mm.  Probably early 19th cent. SF7324, 

Machining layer 17242, Area Q 
 
Type B 
 
19. Diam. 18mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
20. Two buttons, white metal, diam. 14mm and 15mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
21. White metal, very slightly concave top.  Diam. 19mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
22. Button fragment, white metal. Diam. 34mm.  C18-C19 SF7329, Machining layer 17242, 

Area Q 
 
Type C 
 
23. Loop missing.  Diam. 14mm.  Later 18th-19th cent. SF7323, Machining layer 17242, 

Area Q 
24. Diam. 13mm. 18th-19th cent. SF2482, Machining layer 4000 
 
Type D 
 
25. White metal, diam. 18mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
 



Type E 
 
26. White metal coating.  Diam. 15mm.  Post-medieval. SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap 
27. Two buttons, diam. 18mm and 24mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
 
Type G 
 
28. Button, type G (post 1802).  Royal coat-of-arms on top, diam. 24mm. SF8197, Context 

3999, Spoilheap 
29. Fragment with an omega type loop, probably the back of a G. SF7195, Machining layer 

11000 
 
Type L 
 
30. Diam. 17mm.  SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
31. Back of a two-piece, white metal button, probably type L.  Diam 15mm. SF7195, 

Machining layer 11000 
 
Type M 
 
11000  SF7195   M, 4 holes, diam. 17mm. On back – RI?TTO…  LONDON 

M, 4 holes, diam. 16mm.  On top – DODSON WALWORTH 
M, 4 holes, diam. 17mm.  On top – D. NICKOLS MALDON 
M variant.  2 holes, oval depression.  Black coating on back.  Diam. 
17mm.  On top - T. KNIGHT MALDON 
M, 4 holes, diam. 16mm.  On back – CHATWIN [PA]TENT 

 
Type O 
 
32. White metal, diam. 17mm SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
 
Type R 
 
33. White metal coating, diam. 15mm. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
 
Sew-through 
 
34. Four hole sew-through, dished.  Diam. 14mm.  On top - ...BUTTON.   SF7195, 

Machining layer 11000 
35. Four hole sew-through, dished.  Black coating.  Diam. 17mm.  On top - ROCHES…BOX   

N?ORTHO?H?.....IN LANE. SF7195, Machining layer 11000 
36. Two-hole sew-through.  Diam. 20mm. SF6875, Machining layer 17000, Area Q 
 
Other 
 
37. The base of a two-part button-type head with a solid shank.  The end of the shank has 

little ‘claws’ with textile threads caught in them.  Garment stud?  L. 16mm, diam. 15mm. 
SF7195, Machining layer 11000 

38. The top of a two-piece button, white metal coating.  Probably 19th cent. SF7197, 
Machining layer 11000 



39. Sub-hemispherical object, probably post-medieval, possibly part of a button. SF7195, 
Machining layer 11000 

40. Two piece button, back loop cast in.  Conical top with slightly rounded back.  Diam. 
15mm SF7195, Machining layer 11000 

41. Button; two-part with stamped design as type G, but with more rounded profile. ‘Royal 
Burnham Yacht Club’.  Made by Firmin.   The club was founded in 1895. Diam. 16mm. 
SF7881, Machining layer 12263, Area B 

 
Bone button by R. Tyrrell 
 
42. Not illustrated.  Bone disc with green staining, probably the top of a post-medieval 

composite cu alloy/bone button. Th. 2mm, Diam. 13mm. SF 7195, Machining Layer 
11000 

 
Boot irons (Not illustrated) 
 
Iron 
 
43. U-shaped heel iron from a post-medieval boot (probably 19th/20th cent.).  Six nail-holes 

are visible.  L. 43mm, W. 70mm. SF1261, Machining layer 4000 
44. Two boot heel irons.  Modern. Machining layer 4000 
45. U-shaped heel iron with three rectangular holes, incomplete.  Modern, 19th-20th century.  

The context is directly below the machining layer.  L. 43mm, W. 58mm. SF2841, 
Cleaning layer 5742, unphased.   

 
Other (Not illustrated) 
 
Copper alloy 
 
46. Strap slider, probably from a bag strap, although it could be from horse harness.  Modern. 

Machining layer 4000 
47. Lace tag, bent.  In poor condition with little of the surface left.  It is ostensibly similar to 

11000 SF5391, which is probably Roman, but the size of this example is right for a late 
medieval or early post-medieval lace tag, and it is most likely to be of that date.  L. 
33mm, diam. 2mm. SF6082, Machining layer 11000 

48. Tag from a large zip.  White metal coating.  20th cent. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
49. Eye, from a hook-and-eye. Post-medieval. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
50. Pocket watch.  Inscribed ‘Manufacture de Chezard   Sandoz & Ce   Chez sui    SF7197, 

Machining layer 11000 
51. Pocket watch glass frame, white metal coating.  Post-medieval. SF7197, Machining layer 

11000 
52. The front from a sheet metal case, probably a watch case, with a stamped, embossed 

pattern.  The inside is gilded.  C19-20.  Diam. 33mm. SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap. 
 
Lead alloy Shell-shaped Mounts by R. Tyrrell 
 
These small lead or pewter (no metallurgy has been done to identify the alloy) scallop shells 
may be medieval pilgrim souvenirs, relating to St James whose symbol is the scallop. It 
should be noted that the scallop badges from London (Spencer 1998, 244-248) are stamped 
into the actual shape of the shell, with prominent ears. The Elms Farm examples are slightly 



irregular ovals, with no attempt at showing the ears.  This type of mount was often used to 
adorn belts; see Egan and Pritchard 1991, 200, no. 183. 
 
Shells also appear on Roman objects, and one is present at Elms Farm on an early Roman 
military mount (SF7521), but the latter is copper alloy, and from a stratified context. Lead 
alloys are very rarely used for making objects such as these in Roman times.  The three lead 
alloy objects came from the machine stripping of Area R and thus are unstratified. 
 
53. A flat, slightly oval, cast disc with a raised, scallop shell-pattern on one side. The reverse 

of the disc has traces of a stud. SF4051, Machining layer 12000, Area R.  D34 
54. Not illustrated. Two shell-shaped mounts, very similar to the above, but with no trace of 

the stud or any other fitting. L. 19mm; W. 16mm; T. 3mm. R (12000) SF4781. L. 16mm; 
W. 13mm; T. 3mm. SF4783, Machining layer 12000, Area R  

 
Function category 3 Objects used in the manufacture or working of textiles 
 
Thimbles 
 
Copper alloy 
 
55. Not illustrated. Two thimbles.  a) complete, squashed thimble with machine stamped 

circular pits.  Ht. 20mm, diam. c. 18mm.  b) Top only.  Very small machine-stamped 
circular pits on the sides, stamped grid on top.  Post-medieval. SF7204, Machining layer 
17000, Area Q. 

 
Cloth Bale Seals by R. Tyrrell 
 
In England the marking of cloth with a lead seal, to indicate the payment of tax, was a 
widespread practice from the 13th century onwards. (Egan 1994, 1-6). Two-disc seals, like 
the Elms Farm examples, were the norm until the late 16th century. Both the definite seals 
came from a large scale unstratified context and are probably late medieval. 
 
56. A cloth bale seal with the connecting strip on one side. There are traces of illegible 

markings on the disc. The grid pattern impressed by the jaws of the crimping tool can be 
seen on the reverse. SF1391, Machining layer 4000. 

57. Not illustrated. A cloth bale seal with a damaged connecting strip and very worn discs. L. 
19mm, W. 12mm,T. 4mm. SF1392, Machining layer 4000.  

58. Not illustrated. A seal-shaped object of thin sheet lead, probably just an offcut. L. 41mm; 
W. 12mm; T. 2mm. SF1075, Layer 6269, Area H, Period V-VI   Move to Roman 

 
 
Function category 4 Household utensils and furniture  Not illustrated 
 
59. EPNS.  Dessert spoon, 19th century or later. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
60. Copper alloy. Top from an oval container with a cap and sprinkler, possibly a talc tin.  

Modern. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
61. Copper alloy. Spherical knob with a flared base of the same width, and the stub of a 

square sectioned shank.  There is a transverse hole through the knob.  The remains of an 
iron sheet on the back of the base may have been a washer.  This is probably a handle 
escutcheon for a small ring or drop handle from a piece of furniture.  The hole in the knob 



is off centre, probably due to wear on one side.  Probably 18th century or later. SF6876, 
Machining layer 17000, Area Q 

62. Iron.  Tapering bar fragment with rounded end.  This is probably a post-medieval cutlery 
handle.  The shape is as, for example, Moorhouse 1971, 36, no. 5, but with a solid iron 
handle rather than a bone handle on a tang.  The given parallel is probably 16th-17th cent.  
L. 77mm, max. W. 16mm. SF2804, Cleaning layer 6000, Area H, not phased. 

 
Function category 6  Objects employed in weighing and measuring 
 
63. Not illustrated.  Copper alloy weight.  Square, stamped on both sides with a design of a 

seven-pointed star with a monogram below, an N? and something that resembles a 
kneeling stick figure.  Wt. 0.2oz, 16x16x4mm.  Post-Roman, probably post-medieval. 
SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap 

 
Lead tokens by R. Tyrrell 
 
Five of these objects were found on the site, all from unstratified contexts.  They may be post 
medieval.  
 
64. A lead token with a raised edge, and a central raised dot with eight petals radiating from 

it. The reverse is not clear. SF5663, Cleaning layer, 6000, Area H.   32 
65. Not illustrated. A token similar to SF5663. Diam. 16mm; T. 3mm. SF4061, Machining 

layer 12000, Area R.  
66. Not illustrated. A token similar to SF5663. Diam. 17mm; T. 1mm. SF7165, Machining 

layer 17150, Area C. 
67. A slightly damaged lead token with a raised design consisting of eight lines radiating 

from a central dot, encircled by a border of dots. The reverse is completely blank. SF5694 
Machining layer, 11000.    39 

68. Not illustrated. A possible token, very worn but traces of an eight-petal design can just be 
detected. SF6720, Machining layer 17000, Area Q.  

 
Function category 7 Objects used or associated with written communications 
 
69. Copper alloy seal matrix.  Lenticular, with a median rib and loop on the back.  The central 

motif is a seated Virgin and Child, with no surviving details, with the Lombardic 
inscription *AVE REGINA CELORUM.  In fairly good condition.  There is a very 
similar matrix in Salisbury Museum, dated to the 13th century (Cherry 1991, 33, no. 16).  
L. 35mm, W. 21mm. SF6725, Machining layer 17000, Area Q     198 

 
Function category 8 Objects associated with transport and horses 
 
Cast copper alloy terminal from an iron stirrup by D. Williams 
 
70. Although worn, it is possible to distinguish perfunctory zoomorphic features on this 

terminal.  Above the blunt nose, on a wide domed forehead, is a pair of eyes which are 
picked out with an engraved outline, of which little survives. Above these, and forming 
the upper corners of the terminal, is a pair of ears.  The hollow back contains a white 
deposit;  M.B. noted that this was a mass of tin/lead, probably solder. SF7174, Machining 
layer 11000.  79 

 



This object can with some confidence be identified as belonging to a group of copper alloy 
terminals with mainly zoomorphic features which were fixed in pairs to the lower arms of 
iron stirrups (Williams 1997).  The white deposit which occurs on the rear of this example is 
frequently found on these terminals and is though to be a lead solder by which means the 
terminal was fixed to the arm. 
 
Many examples of such terminals display features found in late Viking art which firmly 
places them in the middle years of the 11th century.  This example, which is much debased, is 
likely to be of later date and perhaps as late as the first half of the 12th century.  A wide 
variety of terminals is found in England as well as in Denmark.  This terminal is closely 
paralleled by an example from Stentingen, Hellevad parish in Hjørring county, Denmark 
(pers comm Anne Pedersen).   
  
 
Harness fittings 
 
Copper alloy 
 
71. Copper alloy buckle.  Rectangular, with no cross-bar, white metal coating and a D-shaped 

section.  Probably from post-medieval horse harness.  22x26mm. SF2484, Machining 
layer 4000 

72. Copper alloy strap junction or buckle.  D-shaped, with an integral cross bar with a 
fragmentary iron sleeve or buckle plate. The ends of the cross bar are moulded. There is 
no sign of there having been a tongue, so this is probably a strap junction, and could be 
from horse harness.  Post-medieval?  In very poor condition, with no surviving surface.  
W. 34mm, L. 27mm. SF6494, Machining layer 12000, Area R 

73. Copper alloy harness buckle, square, with an offset crossbar and sleeved tongue rest.  In 
very good condition.  Modern.  L. 46mm, W. 47mm. SF9540, Machining layer 17000, 
Area Q 

74. Iron S-link, probably from harness.  Probably post-med.  L. 44mm. SF7200, Machining 
layer 11000 

 
Rumbler bells 
 
Copper alloy (Not illustrated) 
 
75. Rumbler bell.  Surface in rather poor condition, rendering the decoration unclear.  

Complete.  Diam. 30mm.  Post-medieval. SF9518, Context 3999, Spoilheap 
76. Rumbler bell fragment, with a sun-ray design in a semi-circle against the bottom slit.  The 

bell is large for the type, diam. c. 50mm.  Post-medieval, C17 or later. SF3763, 
Machining layer 11000 

 
Iron Horseshoes 
 
All the shoes from the site appear to be post-medieval, mainly 19th-20th century, although at 
least one could be earlier. The presence of toe-clips indicates a 19th/20th century date.  They 
were in use from the early 1800's on draught shoes, and from c. 1825 on riding shoes.  Some 
of the shoes have a rectangular section, indicating that they were stamped; these shoes are 
19th-20th century.  Fullering all round the shoe is an indication of a factory made shoe; the 



fullering on shoes from this site is round the sides of the shoes only, showing that they were 
hand-made.   
 
77. Pony or donkey shoe, toe damaged, and without calkins.  Probably fullered.  L. 94mm, 

W. 78mm. SF260, Machining layer 4000 
78. Horseshoe, 75%.  D-shaped section, with no toe-clip, heel damaged.  . c. 96mm, W. c. 

110mm. SF282, Machining layer 4000 
79. Horseshoe, complete but in poor condition.  The thickness is variable, and only one side 

appears to be fullered.  The holes are not visible.  There was probably a toe-clip, now 
missing.  L. 133mm, W. 122mm. SF301, Machining layer 4000 

80. Pony or donkey shoe, with a thick D-shaped section, and a toe-clip.  Possibly fullered, 
holes not visible.  L. 93mm, W. 80mm. SF302, Machining layer 4000 

81. Horseshoe, 50%.  A thin shoe with no calkins, holes not visible.  L. 109mm, W. c. 
110mm. SF581, Machining layer 4000 

82. Horseshoe, 50%.  A rather thick shoe with a toe-clip.  L. 125mm, W. c. 142mm. SF582, 
Machining layer 4000 

83. Horseshoe fragment, no details visible. SF751, Machining layer 4000 
84. Horseshoe, complete.  Fullered, with a toe-clip, and slightly thickened heels.  There are 

two nails in place.  L. 144mm, W. 129mm. SF781, Machining layer 4000 
85. Horseshoe, c. 70%.  It appears very broad in comparison to its length, but the heel may be 

incomplete.  The frog is V-shaped.  L. c. 100mm, W. 107mm. SF783, Machining layer 
4000 

86. Two horseshoe fragments; c. 50% with four rectangular nail-holes and a slightly 
thickened heel.  L. 114mm; c. 30%, heel missing, holes not visible. SF785, Machining 
layer 4000 

87. Horseshoe, complete.  No calkins, holes not visible.  It probably had a toe-clip, now 
broken off.  L. 120mm, W. 120mm. SF827, Machining layer 4000 

88. Horseshoe with toe clip, complete.  A thick shoe, with three nails still in place.  L. 
148mm, W. 135mm. SF1260, Machining layer 4000 

89. Horseshoe, 50%.  A large shoe with narrow branches and a pointed heel.  L. 153mm, W. 
c. 160mm. SF1262, Machining layer 4000 

90. Horseshoe, complete bar slight damage to the heels.  Fullered, and probably without 
calkins.  Nail holes not visible.  A thick shoe with broad branches.  L. 111mm, W. 
112mm. SF1263, Machining layer 4000 

91. Horseshoe with toeclip, complete.  A thick shoe with a rectangular section and 
asymmetrical branches, one narrowing to only 8mm wide.  An orthopaedic shoe?  L. 
133mm, W. 105mm. SF1264, Machining layer 4000 

92. Horseshoe, 75%.  It has fairly narrow branches, one thicker than the other, and is wide for 
its length.  L. 123mm, W. 135mm. SF1265, Machining layer 4000 

93. Horseshoe, complete.  Fullered, with no calkins or toe-clip.  Rather thick.  L. 138mm, W. 
135mm. SF1266, Machining layer 4000   

94. Horseshoe, complete.  It has low calkins and a narrow U-shaped frog.  L. 125mm, W. 
115mm. SF1267, Machining layer 4000 

95. Horseshoe, 50%.  No calkins and slightly inturned heels.  Three nail holes on extant 
branch.  This is possibly earlier than most of the horseshoes from the site, possibly early 
post-med.  L. 112mm, W. c. 126mm. SF7293, Machining layer 4000 

96. Horseshoe, 75%, rather U-shaped.  Slightly thickened heel.  Nail holes not visible.  L. 
117mm, W. c. 114mm. SF1003, Machining layer 4000 

97. Horseshoe, complete bar damage to one edge.  Branches are different widths, no calkins.  
Rectangular nail holes with a slight groove between them, inverted pyramidal headed 



nails.  Probably 4/4.  Post-med.  L. 120mm, W. c. 118mm. SF1974, Machining layer 
4000 

98. Horseshoe, complete.  A very large shoe with a toe clip, and narrow branches relative to 
its size.  No calkins, nail holes not visible.  L. 174mm, W. 155mm.  19th-20th century. 
SF2784, Machining layer 4000 

99. Horseshoe, 50%.  No calkin, probably had a toe clip, now missing.  -/3?  L. 110mm.  
Post-med. SF1330, Cleaning layer 8000, Area E, not phased 

100. Horseshoe, 75%.  Fullered, calkins if any, missing, nail holes not visible.  L. c. 
127mm, W. c. 125mm. SF2669, Machining layer 11000 

101. Horseshoe fragment with D-shaped section.  Heel thickened, unfullered, three 
holes, not countersunk. SF2661, Machining layer 11000 

102. Pony or donkey shoe, complete bar slight damage, rather thick for its size.  
Thickened heels, toe clip, one nail visible on each branch.  Post-med, probably 19th cent.  
L. 103mm, W. 90mm. SF6388, Machining layer 12262, Area B. 

103. Horseshoe, complete, with upturned calkin on one heel only.  Unfullered.  3/4.  Post-
med.  L. 130mm, W. 125mm. SF7330, Machining layer 17000, Area Q. 

 
Horseshoe nails 
 
Two horseshoe nails (ECC type O) were recovered from Roman contexts.  The type is post-
medieval and they must be intrusive. 
 
Function category 10 Tools  
 
Iron unless otherwise specified. 
 
Knives 
 
104. Not illustrated. Copper alloy.  Knife handle terminal in the shape of a horse’s hoof, 

complete with a horse-shoe with calkins.  The six horse-shoe nails were separate little 
studs set into the base of the foot, only one of which survives.  The stub of the iron scale 
tang is present.  A very similar knife handle was found in Colchester (Crummy 1988, 
75, no. 3101), and both must have been made by the same cutler, although the Elms 
Farm example is smaller.  17th cent.  L. 15mm, section 12x7mm. SF9512, Context 
3999, Spoilheap 

105. Not illustrated. Copper alloy.  Penknife fragment.  19th-20th cent. SF7197, Machining 
layer 11000 

106. Not illustrated. Penknife blade fragment with part of the handle.  Traces of ?horn 
handle plates.  Post-med.  Probably part of the same object as penknife SF7203, even 
though the context is different. SF7200, Machining layer 11000 

107. Not illustrated. Part of a pen-knife handle, very similar to SF7200, with traces of ?horn 
handle plates.  Post-med. SF7203, Machining layer 17000, Area Q. 

108. Not illustrated. Whittle tang knife, with a rectangular hilt plate, possibly integral.  
Probably post-medieval. SF7203, Machining layer 17000, Area Q. 

109. Not illustrated. Iron blade fragment, single sided, with a broken, rectangular sectioned 
tang; very little of the blade survives, and it is very thick across the back compared to 
its width.  It has a copper alloy hilt guard comprising a rectangular collar, with ribbed 
sub-circular elements either sided in the plane of the blade.  One side of the collar has a 
bar with a peltate head projecting at right angles to the plane of the blade.  The surface 



is in poor condition, and powdery.  Blade W. 27mm, th. across back 11mm, tang section 
12x6mm; W. of guard 42mm. SF6563, Machining layer 11000  72 

 This is probably a post-medieval dagger-knife, although the lobed guard can be found 
on medieval and early post-medieval ‘ballock’ knives, often in bone.  See, for example, 
a lobed bone guard from Sandal Castle, from a context dated c. 1485-1600 (MacGregor 
1983, 284, no. 5). 

 
Other tools 
 
110. Not illustrated. Blade with a curved edge and straight back. It has a thick tang at one 

end and is broken across a ?hook at the other.  It is possibly a bench knife, although the 
curved blade would be unusual, and this could just be a prong from machinery.  It is 
more likely to be modern than Roman.  L 170mm, blade max. W. 23mm, tang max. 
section 12x8mm. SF41, Machining layer 2100, Area W. 

 
Function category 11 Fasteners and fittings 
 
Copper alloy 
 
111. Ring ferrule.  Post-medieval. SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap. 
112. Sheet metal mount in the form of a cross crossée, outlined with punched dots.  The 

shank is broken.  W, 21mm.  Post-medieval. SF9525, Context 3999, Spoilheap. 
113. Boss, hollow backed, with four tabs.  Probably stamped sheet.  Diam. 15mm, ht. 6mm.  

Modern. SF8199, Context 3999, Spoilheap. 
114. Non-ferrous nail in very good condition.  Modern. Machining layer 4000 
115. Edge binding, probably C20. SF7201, Machining layer 4000 
116. Wing nut.  Modern SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
117. Two nails, probably post-Roman.  L. 35mm and 52mm. SF7197, Machining layer 

11000 
118. Badge with back pin.  Eagle on globe, inscribed ‘J.I. Case ?? Machine Co. incorporated 

R?ACINE WIS USA’ SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
119. Circular hinged shackle in very good condition.  Diam. 67mm.  Modern. SF7197, 

Machining layer 11000 
120. Sheet clip.  Post-medieval. SF7197 
121. Small screw bolt and washer.  19th-20th cent. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
122. Knob, well modelled, with a mushroom shaped head, with a reel below.  The circular 

shank is broken, possibly at the start of a screw thread.  Probably post-medieval.  Diam. 
25mm (1”), L. 25.5mm. SF6798, Machining layer 11000 

123. Knob.  Sub-globular hollow-cast, with a hole either end.  Poorly finished, but in very 
good condition.  Diam. 24.5mm, ht. 18mm. Modern. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 

124. Bolt pin, head missing.  Modern.  L. 108mm, diam. 11mm. SF7882, Machining layer 
12263, Area B. 

 
Iron 
 
2738  SF206   Barbed wire and staple.  Horribly modern. 
3999 SF8127 Spike, probably with a broken snap-link on the end.  Post-medieval 
4000 SF7202 Two circular washers.  Modern. Machining layer 4000 
4000 SF7202 Bracket with looped attachment.  Very good condition.  C20. Machining 

layer 4000 



4000 SF7202 Very solid, square screw bolt head.  Modern. Machining layer 4000 
17000  U-shaped shackle with oval chain link through one loop, other loop 

broken.  Post-med.  L. 90mm, W. 123mm. 
17000  Figure-of-eight chain link attached to rectangular chain link.  Probably 

from post-medieval farm equipment.   
17242  SF6125   Tapering strip, curved at the wider end.  The other end has a circular 

terminal at right angles to the strip, with a large circular perforation.  
Probably a strap handle, probably post-Roman (metal detector find). L. 
85mm, max. W. 33mm 

11000  SF5996   Mushroom-headed bolt in good condition.  The broken shaft has a 
circular section.  Modern?  L. 92mm, head diam. 53mm. 

 
Lead by R. Tyrrell 
 
Lead Roves or washers, a piece of 2mm thick sheet through which a nail or rivet is passed to 
increase the size of the head. Six of these objects were found in two of the large scale 
unstratified contexts. They may be post medieval. 

 
A roughly cut irregularly shaped piece of lead sheet with a hole 4mm in diameter. A1 (4000)  
SF2725, Machining layer 4000.  D37 
 
Five more similar roves. SF6832, Machining layer 17000, Area Q. (not illus). 
 
Function category 12 Objects associated with agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry 
 
Iron 
 
125. Rake tine with bevelled tip, section variable.  Good condition, probably post-Roman.  

L. 182mm. SF1437, Machining layer 4000 
126. Billhook point, probably with a spike, now missing.  This could be Roman, as the shape 

of this type of tool has changed little over the centuries  (Cf Rees 1979, fig 223a), but is 
more likely to be modern, since it is in fairly good condition, and the edge is still quite 
sharp.  L. 150mm, max. W. 74mm. SF1439, Machining layer 4000 

127. Heel, probably from an ox-shoe on the grounds of its width, or less likely, a large 
horseshoe.  It is unfullered, with a calkin and two nail-holes along the edge.  Max. W. 
38mm.  Post-medieval. SF6930, Machining layer 17000, Area Q 

 
Function category 13 Military equipment and other weapons 
 
Copper alloy  (Not illustrated) 
 
128. Side fire cartridge (a type often used in bird-scarers, and therefore possibly related to 

wildfowling on the site). SF7201, Machining layer 4000 
129. Two fragments of WWII shell. SF7201, Machining layer 4000 
130. Top of two-piece stamped sheet metal button embossed with royal coat of arms.  

Probably military.  C19/20.  Diam. 17mm. SF4901, Layer 9427, Area D, not phased. 
131. Part of a shotgun cartridge. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
132. Five shotgun cartridges, one bullet.  One cartridge is dated 1939. SF7198, Machining 

layer 11000 



133. Post-medieval shell case, diam. 1 ½”. SF5946, Fill 15228, Pit 15227, Area M, Period 
IV 

 
Lead Balls by R. Tyrrell.  
 
The site produced twenty lead balls, probably shot or musket balls, of which one has casting 
marks but the rest are unmarked. They range in size from 11 to 18mm in diameter, with the 
exception of two smaller ones that are 7mm and 5mm in diameter. All but one were found in 
unstratified contexts. It is possible that the remaining one, which is from a Period V-VI ditch 
[10538] in Area F, is intrusive.  
 
Function category 14 Objects associated with religious beliefs and practices 
 
134. Not illustrated.  Copper alloy.  Sheet pendant fragment, in the form of a florid cross. 

Post-medieval. SF7197, Machining layer 11000 
 
Function category 21  Locks and keys 
 
135. Not illustrated. Iron.  Barrel padlock key, surface flaked.  The handle is a narrow bar of 

constant section with the end looped.  The bit is broken, but was originally roughly 
circular, with a ?rectangular hole.  This is probably medieval rather than Roman.  The 
mechanism of barrel padlocks was basically the same in both periods, but Roman 
padlock keys usually have square or rectangular bits, as circular sectioned padlocks are 
rare in Roman contexts. However, there is a padlock with a circular section from a 
Roman Period V context at Elms Farm  (10751). Roman padlock keys, though, 
generally (possibly exclusively) have strip handles, whereas Medieval padlock keys 
generally have rod or bar handles and round bits (see, for example, Goodall 1990 for 
examples from Winchester).  L. 170mm, W. 27mm. SF252, Machining layer 4000 

 
Function category 20  Objects the function or identification of which is unknown or 
uncertain 
 
Aluminium 
 
4000  Irregular lump, probably WWII debris. SF1082, Machining layer 4000 
23064  SF821

1   
Small fragment.  The identification of the metal was confirmed by XRF 
analysis.  This is from a definite Roman context, and came from a soil 
sample.  It is obviously a modern contaminant, and may have fallen into 
the sieved sample while it was drying.   

 
White metal 
 
3999 SF952

7 
White metal.  A bar fragment, possibly part of a spoon handle, with an 
irregular hexagonal section.  L. 17mm, section 9.5x4.5mm.  More likely 
to be post-Roman than Roman. 

 
Copper alloy 
 
Illustrated 
 



4000 SF1869 Plate fragment, with a moulded surface.  There is slight damage to the 
edge, but it is probably complete as buried.  One edge is scalloped, 
probably the edge of a hole.  Below this is a non-perforating hole with 
two notches either side.  It is uncertain which are original edges.  
Probably post-Roman, but too little survives to be certain of the shape 
or the date.  It may be part of a strap end or buckle plate.  19x16mm.  
292 

 
Not illustrated 
 
1 SF3   Small moulded fragment, with traces of moulded and chased 

curvilinear decoration. Most of the surface is missing. The decoration 
appears to be late Medieval/post Medieval in style.  c. 21x8x6mm. 

3999 SF9525 Ring, probably modern.  Diam. 25mm. 
3999 SF9525 Unidentified.  Possibly the hub from a stamped metal fitting such as a 

spoked cog from a bicycle bell. 
3999 SF9525 Washer or knife end cap in poor condition.  One side is slightly dished, 

the other is concave across its width.  Diam. 17mm.  Probably post-
medieval. 

3999 SF9525 Bar fragment, probably a post-medieval buckle fragment. 
3999 SF9527 Ring fitting in very grey metal.  The iron shank has a separate oval 

spacer.  Diam. 20mm.  Probably post-medieval. 
4000 SF2483  Object shaped like the loop of a scissor handle, i.e. an assymmetric, 

fairly broad loop.  However, there is no break apparent where the 
handle should be, although the object appears to have been oiled, and 
this may have obscured the break.  There are possible traces of white 
metal coating.  Probably post-medieval. 

4000 SF2491 Plate fragment, with white metal coating.  Roughly T-shaped, and 
complete as buried apart from damage to the base of the upright.  Post-
medieval?  L. 25mm, W. 20mm. 

4000 SF7201 Piece of thick cast sheet.  Modern 
4000 SF808 Fragment in extremely good condition, probably WWII debris.  

Modern. 
11000 SF5350 Small fragment from the edge of an object with a plano-convex section.  

It is broken across a possible perforation.  The surface has white metal 
coating.  Post-medieval?  19x15x8mm.   

11000 SF6792   Modern.  Probably WWII debris. 
11000 SF6804   Sheet fragment, buckled, with no original edges.  It has one circular 

punched hole with a split spiked loop through it, made from a strip of 
constant width with rounded ends.  The top of the loop is worn.  In 
fairly poor condition, with only part of the surface surviving.  Probably 
post-Roman.  Sheet (flat) c. 50x42mm, hole diam. 6mm; split spiked 
loop L. 34mm, section 4x1mm. 

11000  SF7197  Nine other modern fitting fragments. 
11000  SF7197  Sheet collar. Post-medieval. 
11000  SF7197  Sheet fitting.  A triangular plate with the end bent over to form a hinge.  

There are no fixing holes, but a scar on the back may be where another 
part was brazed on.  L. 85mm, W. 80mm.  Good condition.  Modern. 

11000  SF7197  Unidentified fitting.  Tubular, with a hole in the side, and sub-conical 
base with a hole in the middle.  Probably post-medieval.   Diam. 



35mm, ht. 29mm. 
17000  SF7564  Sheet fragment, distorted and with no certain original edges.  One edge 

is bent at right angles, and one face (the back?) is tinned.  Possibly 
post-medieval.  c. 48x33mm. 

17073  SF7602   A piece of thick wire bent into a U-shape.  In good condition, the metal 
still slightly springy.  It appeared to be possibly gilded.  XRF analysis 
by MB showed that it was a copper/zinc brass, and was not gilded.  
Modern.   

11000  SF7197  Bell.  c. 60% of an open, flared bell with the clapper and loop missing.  
Ht. 92mm, diam. of base 107mm.  Post-medieval. 

17000 SF6817  Tapering tube, made from sheet metal, with the point broken off.  It is 
decorated with rather florid foliage, now mostly worn away.  It is 
possibly part of a needle case.  Very late medieval or post-med.  L. 
100mm, max. diam. 7.5mm. 

11000  SF7197  Flattened tube, closed at one end, other end broken.  In fair condition.  
L. 44mm, section 4.5x2mm.  Post-medieval. 

4000 SF2741  Small hollow tube fragment with a flat, broken head in the same plane, 
probably a circle or horseshoe-shaped.  The other end is broken.  This 
looks suspiciously like a terminal from an electrical wire, of the sort 
often used on earth wires.  Post-medieval? L. 20mm, diam. 2.5mm. 

17000 SF6779   Broken object, possibly part of a thick disc with a large notch out of 
one edge.  The good condition of this object suggests that it is post-
Roman.  Diam. c. 24mm.   

11000  SF7197  Dog identification tag.  Inscribed ‘TRUDY  Carter 21 Crescent Rd. 
Heybridge’ 

11000  SF6509   Flat topped U-shaped bar, both ends broken.  In good condition.  
Possibly part of a buckle, probably post-Roman.  W. 23mm, L. 16mm, 
section 5x5mm. 

 
Iron 
 
Medieval and Post-medieval Iron 
 
3999 SF8129 Rod with a sub-spherical knobbed terminal.  The other end is a 

subtended quarter circle.  Part of farm machinery?  L. 178mm. 
4000 SF1269  Perforated bar, possibly part of modern farm machinery.  Plano-convex 

section with one thin edge.  There are at least four perforations along 
this edge.  Cf SF1438.  L. 145mm, W. 22mm, Th. 11mm. 

4000 SF1427  Plate fragment in good condition, probably cast iron..  38x35x10mm. 
4000 SF1443  Three thick wire fragments, probably modern. 
4000 SF759  Block fragment, probably cast iron.  52x25x20mm. 
4000 SF766  Flanged bar fragment, probably modern cast iron.  Good condition.  L. 

43mm, W. 30mm. 
11000 SF7200 Hook, or possibly a small crank tang, welded? onto a back plate which 

is now broken.  Probably post-med.  L. 51mm. 
17000  Small rectangular block, apparently complete and unperforated.  

Probably modern. 
562  Small steel or coated iron ball, probably a ball bearing.  It is still very 

shiny.  This was recovered from a soil sample, and must be intrusive.   
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