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The fabrics for the amphoras are described below.  No attempt has been made to 
identify the minerals present and the descriptions are based on the appearance of each 
in fresh fracture in the hand-specimen.  Each fabric was given a five letter code, 
beginning with A (for amphora).  Unidentified amphoras were given the omnibus code 
AMISC (miscellaneous amphoras).  The fabric for the stoppers is ABUNG (amphora 
bungs).  Dressel 1 fabrics have the element AITA (amphora Italian) at the start of the 
code.  Some of these fabrics are shared with Dressel 2-4.  Dressel 2-4 fabrics not 
shared with Dressel 1 have fabric codes starting with the element AWIN (amphora 
wine).  Following the same mnemonic system the red and the white Catalan fabrics 
are ARCAT (amphora red Catalan) and AWCAT (amphora white Catalan) 
respectively; Gaulish fabrics are AGAUL, salazon fabrics ASALA and so on. 
 
Amphora fabric (ABAET) 
Description: Chelmsford fabric 55, NRFRC code BAT AM 1 
Date: Late 1st century BC to mid-late 3rd century AD 
Form: Dressel 20 and Haltern 70 
Occurrence: This is the most common amphora fabric present at Elms Farm, 
accounting for almost half of the amphoras by weight.  The fabric is not uniformly 
spread across the site; very little occurred in peripheral Areas E, P, Q and R, and the 
highest incidence was in Areas K and M.  Half a Dressel 20 amphora was found 
inverted in pit 4585 in Area K, but the figure for this area remains high even when 
this is taken into account.  Imports of this fabric to Elms Farm begin in the late 1st 
century BC, with a steady increase in volume through to the early-mid 3rd century 
AD.  Levels tail off thereafter, with the fabric becoming residual in contexts later than 
late 3rd century. 
Note: For the purposes of the analysis Haltern 70 vessels were assigned the code 
ABAEH in order to aid computer-sorting. 
 
Amphora fabric (ABSAN) 
Description: NRFRC code CAM AM 1 
Date: Late 1st century BC to early 3rd century AD 
Form: Dressel 1 and 2-4 
Occurrence: This distinctive fabric has a brief floruit at Elms Farm, appearing mainly 
in late 1st century AD contexts, although the fabric first appears in quantity at the 
beginning of the century.  Distribution across the site is not uniform; high proportions 
were recovered from Areas D, H and Q, but very little came from elsewhere and none 
at all from Areas I, K and R. 
 
Amphora fabric (ABUNG) 
Description: an omnibus fabric group for the amphora stoppers from the site.  There 
were too few to make it worthwhile dividing their fabrics into groups.  Generally 
speaking the stoppers have fine and soft fabrics with little in the way of inclusions.  
Typically they are off-white (10YR 8/2), buff (7.5YR 8/6) or light brown (7.5YR 
7/6); one is (exceptionally) light red (10R 6/8). 
Form: the fabric is confined to amphora stoppers. 
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Occurrence: Little of this fabric was recovered and the occurrence matched that for 
ABAET. 
 
Amphora fabric (AGAUL) 
Description: Chelmsford fabric 56, NRFRC code GAL AM 1 
Date: c.AD75-250+ 
Form: Gauloise 3, 4 and 6 
Occurrence: Vessels in this fabric are post-conquest arrivals in Britain.  Notably, it 
first occurred at Elms Farm in contexts of mid 1st century date, but not in any quantity 
until the later 1st century.  Most of the fabric was found in contexts dating to the mid 
2nd century, and it maintained a steady presence thereafter.  It is not uniformly 
distributed across the site; the highest incidence is in Areas H, I and K.  Very little 
occurs elsewhere, and none at all appears in peripheral Areas Q, R and W. 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAB) 
Description: outer surfaces are light yellow (2.5Y 8/4) and this surface colour can 
extend as much as 8mm below the surface where it turns light pink (5YR 7/6).  
Sometimes the outer surface colour is thin enough to suggest a slip.  Inner surfaces of 
sherds are pink, with the occasional light yellow patch on the interiors of rim and neck 
sherds.  The fabric is rough and granular to the touch.  There are moderate inclusions 
of poorly-sorted rounded red inclusions < 7mm across.  Under the binocular 
microscope, inclusions are apparent in these large pellets and it is evident they are 
grog, crushed pottery or tile.  Sometimes these grog pellets have disappeared from the 
surface to give sherds a pitted appearance.  There are also sparse well-sorted sub-
angular grey inclusions < 1mm across, and sparse well-sorted fine black grains < 
0.5mm across.  On the surfaces there are occasional particles of golden mica. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAC) 
Description: light red (2.5YR 6/8) on a light grey core (5YR 7/1).  A fine and hard 
fabric that is rough and granular to the touch.  Fine golden mica particles are abundant 
on inner and outer surfaces.  There are abundant well-sorted light and dark grey 
rounded and sub-angular inclusions < 0.25mm across. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAD) 
Description: outer surfaces are buff (5YR 7/4), turning light pink (5YR 7/6) beneath 
the surface; on body sherds only the outer surface is buff.  Hard and fine with 
powdery surfaces.  Fine golden mica particles are abundant on inner and outer 
surfaces.  There are occasional rounded red grains < 1mm across. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAE) 
Description: red (10R 5/8) throughout.  Rough and hard.  Rounded grey inclusions 
typically 0.25mm across are common; there are also occasional rounded or sub-
rounded white inclusions in the size range 0.25-1mm.  On the surfaces there are 
particles of fine golden mica. 
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Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAF) 
Description: red (10R 5/6) on a light red (10R 6/8) core.  Rough and hard.  There are 
abundant poorly-sorted rounded and oval hollow white inclusions < 0.25mm across 
and sparse rounded light grey grains < 0.5mm across.  
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 and 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAG) 
Description: off-white (10YR 8/3) throughout.  Well-sorted sub-angular and rounded 
white, grey and brown inclusions 0.5-1mm across are common.  There are occasional 
rounded red inclusions up to 3mm across and some few grains of golden mica.  Parts 
of the surface of a handle in this fabric had been sprinkled with temper to give it a 
roughcast finish. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAH) 
Description: light brown (7.5YR 7/6) throughout.  Soft, fine and powdery with 
abundant flecks of golden mica.  Poorly-sorted rounded red grains up to 4 mm across 
are present; inclusions are apparent in these pellets and it is evident they are grog, 
crushed pottery or tile.  There are also sparse well-sorted rounded grey and brown 
inclusions 0.25mm across.  
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 and 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAI) 
Description: surfaces are cream (7.5YR 8/6) on a darker, light brown core (7.5YR 
7/6).  Hard and fine and sandy.  There are sparse well-sorted rounded and sub-
rounded light brown inclusions typically 0.25mm across and particles of golden mica. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAJ) 
Description: cream (7.5 YR 8/4) throughout.  Soft with powdery surfaces and sparse 
well-sorted rounded light brown and grey inclusions < 0.25mm across. 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AITAL) 
Description: NRFRC code CAM AM 2 
Date: c.50/60-10BC 
Form: Dressel 1 
 
Amphora fabric (AKAPT) 
Description: Chelmsford fabric 59, NRFRC code P&W AM 47 
Date: Late 3rd to 4th century 
Form: Kapitän 2 
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Occurrence: The fabric is rare in Britain and is represented at Elms Farm by just two 
sherds from the same vessel.  It occurs in a context dated to the second half of the 4th 
century+, and is thus unlikely to be residual. 
 
Amphora fabric (AMISC) 
Description: an omnibus term for the fabrics of all unsourced amphoras. 
 
Amphora fabric (ARCAT) 
Description: NRFRC code CAT AM 
Date: Late 1st century BC to mid-late 1st century AD 
Form: Pascual 1 and Dressel 2-4 
Occurrence: Sherds from a Dressel 2-4 amphora were recovered from pyre site 2908 
in Area W. 
 
Amphora fabric (ASALA) 
Description: NRFRC codes CAD AM and P&W AM 16 
Date: Late 1st century BC to early 2nd century AD 
Form: Beltrán 1 (Dressel 7-11) 
Occurrence: This fabric is relatively common at Elms Farm, although its distribution 
across the site is not uniform.  The highest incidence is in Areas E and M, with very 
small amounts occurring in Areas J, P, R and W.  It first appears in quantity in the 
first half of the 1st century AD.  Quantities remain high until the early 2nd century, 
although the fabric is probably residual at Elms Farm from the later 1st century.  The 
sole form identified is the Beltrán 1, which is superseded by Beltrán 2 during the later 
1st century. 
 
Amphora fabric (AWCAT) 
Description: a hard and cream (7.5YR 8/4) fabric with abundant poorly-sorted 
rounded and subangular white inclusions < 2mm across, also evident on exterior 
surfaces.  This is a Catalan fabric, the counterpart of the red one described elsewhere.  
The mica of the standard red Catalan fabric is not present except on an abraded 
Pascual 1 rim sherd.  This fabric was identified and defined by Williams (1981, 127-
8).  
Date: Late 1st century BC to mid-late 1st century AD 
Form: Pascual 1 and Dressel 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AWINA) 
Description: a hard and fine brown fabric (2.5YR 6/4), with occasional rounded well-
sorted brown and grey inclusions < 0.25mm across.  Outer surfaces have an off-white 
slip (10YR 8/4). 
Date: Late 1st century BC to late 1st century AD 
Form: Dressel 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AWINB) 
Description: surfaces are off-white (10YR 8/4), turning light grey (10YR 8/1) a few 
millimetres below.  There are abundant angular, sub-angular and rounded poorly-
sorted white, grey, brown and black grains < 2mm across but with most < 1mm. 
Date: Late 1st century BC to late 1st century AD 
Form: Dressel 2-4 
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Amphora fabric (AWINC) 
Description: exterior surfaces are light yellow (5Y 8/2), turning light pink (5YR 7/6) 
beneath.  Hard, rough and sandy.  The fabric is micaceous with sparse well-sorted 
rounded red pellets 1mm across; well-sorted rounded and sub-rounded white, grey 
and black inclusions < 0.25mm across are common. 
Date: Late 1st century BC to late 1st century AD 
Form: Dressel 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AWIND) 
Description: buff (5YR 8/2) surfaces, turning light pink (5YR 7/6) below.  Hard and 
rough with abundant well-sorted rounded brown and grey inclusions < 0.25mm 
across. 
Date: Late 1st century BC to late 1st century AD 
Form: Dressel 1 or 2-4 
 
Amphora fabric (AWINE) 
Description: a fine cream (7.5 YR 8/6) fabric is on a light pink core (5YR 7/4) with 
sparse well-sorted sub-rounded brown, grey and black grains < 0.25mm; particles of 
silver mica are common.  There are patches of rough-casting on the surface. 
Date: Late 1st century BC to late 1st century AD 
Form: Dressel 2-4 
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