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SUMMARY 
 
The discovery of an unexpected east-west aligned putative Roman road with flanking ditch 
suggested that the crossing point of the River Caldew was further upstream than originally 
thought. No other past cultural activity was encountered. 
 



Archaeological Evaluation at Dalston Hall, Dalston 

Gerry Martin Associates Ltd 3 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Project origins 
 
Cumbria County Council’s Historic Environment Service (CCCHES) was consulted by Carlisle 
City Council regarding a planning application 01/07/0495 for the extension of an existing 
caravan park to provide 9 additional pitches at Dalston Hall Holiday Park, Dalston, Carlisle. 
 
The scheme has the potential to affect an area high in archaeological potential due to its 
adjacent proximity to Dalston Hall. 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of Dalston Hall, Dalston. Scale 1:20000 

(OS Copyright, Licence no. 100044205) 
 
In order to ascertain the historical and archaeological merits of this development area, the 
brief required investigation of known historical records via a desk-based assessment, extant 
monuments via a walk-over of the site and characterization of surviving archaeological 
deposits by evaluating the site through limited trial excavation. 
 
The desk-based assessment required visits to Carlisle Library, The Cumbria Record Office, 
Carlisle and the Historic Environment Record, Kendal. The objective of this exercise was to 
collate sufficient detail to identify the issues and potential for academic research, provide a 
series of questions for targeted archaeological enquiry and outline any possible mitigation 
response. 
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This document describes the results of the desk-based assessment and thereby, attempts to 
establish the potential for archaeological investigation and its consequent results. 
 

2 METHODOLOGY 
 

2.1 Project Design 
 
In response to a request by Cumbria County Council, Gerry Martin Associates Ltd submitted 
a project design. This document outlined the contractors’ professional suitability, historical 
background, general objectives required of the project, the methodology and the resources 
needed for the successful expedition of this work. 
 
The project design on being accepted by the curatorial body, Gerry Martin Associates Ltd 
was commissioned to undertake the desk-based assessment and the archaeological 
fieldwork. 
 
The following report has been assembled to the relevant standards and protocols of the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists, combined with accepted best practice and in accordance 
with the brief prepared by the curatorial authority. 
 
Fieldwork took place on July 24th-25th 2010. 
     

2.2 Desk-based assessment 
 
In accordance with the Design Brief, the desk-based assessment investigated primary and 
secondary historical sources, maps and other literature in order to set the evaluation results 
into their past cultural, historical and topographic context.  
 
The physical study area centred on Dalston Hall and consisted of a 500m radius from the 
development.   
 
The historical investigation drew from the ecclesiastical and political importance of Dalston 
during the high and later Medieval periods circa 1092 to 1577 and its association with the 
Bishops of Carlisle.  
 
The desk-based assessment comprised a search of three archival repositories.  
 
Carlisle Library provided sources for published works including newspaper articles, 
archaeological and antiquarian reports, photographs and journals.  
 
Cumbria Record Office provided the earliest tithe map for the parish, details of landowners 
and occupiers, ecclesiastical histories and cartographic evidence. 
 
The Historic Environment Record provided aerial photographs, the Sites and Monuments 
Record describing previous archaeological observations and electronic media showing the 
spatial distribution of these findings 
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2.3 Walk-over survey 
 
A walkover of the study area in June 2010 did not suggest any upstanding monuments such 
as barrows or tofts existed, nor hollows which may have represented ponds, holloways or 
quarries.  
 
The following observations were made. 
 

 In order to access the proposed trenches by machine a number of juvenile trees 

have been removed. The root systems of these uprooted trees, produces a tree bowl 

that potentially could compromise any putative archaeological deposits.  

 Access to all areas was impeded by trees and vegatation 

 A number of extraneous trees are being cleared merely to gain access to these 

trenches, possibly an unnecessary action as these trees could be incorporated into 

the future development. 

 Many of the downed trees have had their stumps left in the ground as removal is 

particularly difficult at present within the confines of the available area. 

 Plant required to access the area has left some ruts as the underlying ground is soft. 

 There are areas where modern rubbish has been dumped 

 The favoured location for a barrow excavated circa 1883 is located at least 50-100m 

southwards where a possible small hollow covered in nettles exists, safely outside of 

the development area 

 The woodland has produced a loose soil greatly affected by bio-turbation and root 

action 

2.4 Archive 
 
The archive has been compiled in accordance with the project design and the guidelines set 
out by English Heritage (1991, 2007) and the Institute of Field Archaeologists (1994, 2006). 
 
The archive will be deposited with an appropriate repository and a copy of the report 
donated to the County Sites and Monuments Record, as requested by the curatorial 
authority.   
 

3 BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 Location, topography and geology 
 
The study area 337500 551500 is located approximately 120m west of Dalston Hall, a listed 
late Medieval building and 50m due east of the B5299, the Dalston-Carlisle road. The site lies 
approximately 1 mile north of Dalston and 4 miles south of Carlisle. 
 
The study area lies within a small plantation of conifers with additional deciduous trees that 
became heavily overgrown. 
 
The local topography denotes a gentle incline extending northwards from the River Caldew 
and its gravel terrace approximately 400m to the southeast to a height of approximately 
50m OD. Predominantly, land use has been for pastoral farming and neglected woods 



Archaeological Evaluation at Dalston Hall, Dalston 

Gerry Martin Associates Ltd 6 

although recently, the land adjoining Dalston Hall has been used for recreational purposes as 
a golf course and caravan park. 
 

 
Figure 2. Location of study area. (OS Licence no. 100044205).  

 
The local geology has produced a relatively heavy soil with a higher clay content due to the 
local underlying pink Boulder Clay lain during successive glaciations between 2,000,000 and 
12,000 years ago.  
 
Alluvial gravels have accumulated in the vicinity of the River Caldew and from ancient river 
courses associated with various glacial interludes.  
 
Solid geology comprises of bedded Permian and Triassic red sandstone lain between 
200,000,000 and 300,000,000 years ago. 
 
4 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 
4.1 Historical background 
 
The historical background has been drawn from primarily secondary sources and has been 
divided into broad cultural periods. The narrative attempts to describe the broad historical 
outline for each period in this region and where records survive, draws attention to specific 
archaeological observations specific to the study area. 
 
Palaeolithic 
 
No early Palaeolithic material has been recovered within Cumbria. The most recent 
geological period, the Pleistocene, witnessed the movement of massive north-south 
travelling ice sheets, which successively scoured the landscape during prolonged periods of 
glaciation.  
 

Study area 
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Pollen samples from the Windermere Interstadial suggest that winter conditions were 
severe with excessive surface water and vegetation establishing itself only during the 
summer (Hodgkinson et al 2000).  
 
Around 13,000 years BP, Late Upper Palaeolithic people returned to Britain, although 
evidence for this activity extending to northwest England is extremely scarce. However, the 
discovery of Late Upper Palaeolithic blades near Grange-over-Sands and at Aldingham, on 
the Furness Peninsula, does not preclude the existence of a Cumbrian Palaeolithic culture 
(Chamberlain and Williams 2001). 
 
Mesolithic 
 
Mesolithic activity on the North Cumbrian Plain is also extremely rare comprising of isolated 
finds. 
 
Hunter-gatherer activity was influenced by changing relative sea-levels on the Solway coast, 
forming shingle banks along the coast and aforestation inland.    
 
Although there is a sampling bias towards coastal areas, it is highly probable that Mesolithic 
activity inland was minimal, of which no Mesolithic sites are known. 
 
Neolithic 
 
The early Neolithic period represents the transition from hunter-gatherer societies to 
sedentary agricultural communities.  As societies became established, specific cultural traits 
emerged; the appearance of ceremonial and funerary landscape monuments and the 
development of distinctive ceramic styles and lithic forms. 
 
In the Late Neolithic, social hierarchies emerge through the intensification and increasing 
sophistication of settlement, land use and artefact production. 
 
Evidence for settlement in Cumbria is primarily inferred by the distribution of polished stone 
axes from the Langdale axe factory. Along the Solway Plain, distribution of these axes 
suggests exploitation of both wetlands and the coastal margin with settlement extending 
inland, into the Plain itself (Hodgkinson et al 2000).  
 
Long distance trade and contact is suggested by the frequent appearance of these axes 
throughout the British Isles and by the 3rd Millennium BC, the production of these axes was 
part of a trans-European trading network.  
 
Within the immediate environs of the study area there is no record of Neolithic inhabitation. 
 
Bronze Age 
 
The Bronze Age in the northwest is noted by an increase in land clearance and the beginning 
of cereal cultivation from approximately 2000 BC. Despite much continuity from the Late 
Neolithic, the Bronze Age introduces bronze metalwork, changes in pottery styles and burial 
practice. However, archaeological visibility within Cumbria is poor and very few Bronze Age 
sites have been discovered in Cumbria, none within the proximity of the study area. 
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Cist burials appear from the beginning of the 2nd Millennium BC and it is believed that they 
represent former monuments within a Bronze Age agricultural landscape. Aerial 
photography on the North Cumbrian Plain, suggests a number of crop-marks may represent 
barrows within a network of linear ditches. However, there is no current evidence to suggest 
that this practice may have penetrated the hinterland. 
 
Iron Age 
 
The Iron Age is noted for the introduction of iron tools and weapons, increasing 
sophistication in pottery production, long-distance trade and the development of social 
hierarchies from kinships societies to tribal territories based on regional centres. 
 
In Cumbria, the early and mid Iron Age is poorly represented suggesting a low population 
threshold. In the late Iron Age, there is considerable forest clearance suggesting population 
stress probably associated with proto-regional tensions between Iron Age tribes. The area 
around Carlisle is associated with the Carvetii, a local tribe within the federation of the 
Brigantes. 
 
Recent work has not revealed definitive Iron Age occupation near the study area, although 
Carlisle approximately four miles north, may have acted as a tribal centre and a long barrow 
(HER 10099, NGR 337160 551800) exists 400m to the west. Ferguson, a 19th Century 
antiquary, suggests that the Bishop’s Dyke was an Iron Age enclosure although on what 
premise is not discussed (Ferguson 1883, 271).  
 
Excavation of a nearby tumuli (exact location unrecorded) in 1886 revealed no diagnostic 
date for its construction. It is recorded that Mrs Hope Johnson excavated to a depth of 
approximately 1.50m only to reveal an “undisturbed gravel heap on a ridge of gravel” (Taylor 
1892, 339-341). This action probably explains the deep scoop visible today, within a mound 
southwest of Dalston Hall (HER no. 10095) and may suggest a glacial feature e.g. a moraine 
or an esker. 
 
Romano-British 
 
Carlisle was an important military base, comprising of two Roman forts, civilian settlement 
and bounded by Hadrian’s Wall just to the north. Its hinterland probably extended to 
Dalston and though not well understood continued the woodland clearances begun in the 
Iron Age, implying large-scale cultivation of land (Philpott 2004) probably to satisfy the 
increased demand from Carlisle and the military. 
 
Roman roads out of Carlisle passed nearby as well as through Dalston onto Red Dial and 
Wigton, forming a network supporting the military infrastructure providing agricultural 
produce as well as quarried stone. 
 
Roman settlement has not been observed in the vicinity of the study area, but it is highly 
likely that Romano-British rural occupation did occur in the locality with Iron Age practices 
continuing.  
 
Aerial photographs taken during 2006, tentatively may suggest a putative ladder settlement 
approximately 500m to the west of the study area. However, further research is required to 
confirm this suggestion. 
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The area around Dalston Hall was believed to have served as a Roman camp by some 
historians. However, there exists no aerial photographs that would support this hypothesis, 
nor any cultural material. This probable fanciful assertion appears to be based on a latin 
inscription to the Roman god Silvanus found on a red sandstone block inserted into the pig-
sty (Popple 1993, 24).    
 
Medieval 
 
Bishop’s Dyke (SMR 1353) is likely to represent either a manorial or settlement boundary or 
a defensive earthwork against Scottish incursions during the 14th Century and takes its name 
from the latin name Fossa Episcopa on account of the close proximity of the seat of the 
Bishops of Carlisle at nearby Rose Castle in Dalston.  
 
The earthwork comprises of a western and probably an eastern limb forming terminals for a 
contiguous, linear east-west aligned platform with mounds of earth on either side and an 
outside ditch (Ferguson 1883, 271-272). Definition is pronounced towards the western 
salient with a width of approximately 25m (80ft), whilst at the Carlisle-Dalston road crossing 
it diminishes to less than 10m (31ft). The outer linear mound is approximately 1.20m in 
height and 3.10m in width, whilst the inner linear mound is approximately 0.60m in height 
and 1.20m in breadth.  
 
On the eastern side of the road, the earthwork has been levelled but a cordon of trees and 
an extant hedge and ditch outline the monuments course and its southward return, its 
existence confirmed by archaeological evaluation (Martin 2007). 
 

 
Figure 3. 1883 survey of Bishop’s Dyke 

 
The western limit of the monument loses definition southwards, marked as a parallel set of 
ditches before forming a massive mound flanked on either side by ditches before its 
resolution dissipates (see figure 3). 
 
In 1936, W.T.McIntyre, suggested that the Dyke was the ancient boundary of the “town-
field”. Anglian settlements it is claimed were fenced “and marked off the community’s land 
from the waste without”.  
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In this case, McIntyre is postulating that the Dyke is a formal boundary between settlement 
and wilderness, a boundary that is not only physical but also embedded with psychological, 
religious or spiritual connotations; a boundary between the known safe world and the 
“mark”, an area imbued with superstition and the unknown, that was to later become the 
dense medieval Forest of Inglewood. 
 
This formal boundary may have been inaugurated during the medieval period, when 
following the annexation of Cumberland in 1092, the Norman barony of Dalston was granted 
to Robert de Vaulx. This appears to parallel a similar Dyke at Irthington, which divides the 
lands of the Barony of Gilsland with those of the Bishop of Carlisle at Crosby-on-Eden. 
 
The descendants took their name from the place as “de Dalston” only for their lands to be 
confiscated by David I of Scotland in 1135. 
 
The recovery of the barony by Henry II in 1157 did not revert back to the de Dalston family 
but was kept as crown property as the royal Forest of Inglewood. The dispossessed family 
could only retain the manor of Little Dalston, where they built their hall.  
 
In 1189, the manor was given to a younger brother of the de Dalston family and was 
retained through many generations until 1761 (Bullock 1993, 24). In the Calendar of Patent 
Rolls held at the Public Record Office, Dalston is referred to as a park by 1295 (Cantor 1983, 
20). 
 
The Bishopric of Carlisle was founded in 1133 having been formerly part of the See of 
Durham in 1092 and York in 1101. The church of St Michael was an important living for the 
Bishops of Carlisle and the consequent ties between Dalston and Carlisle becoming 
inextricable to the point where Bishop Robert de Claury remains in Dalston between 1267 
and 1277 (Smith 2005). 
 
Following the granting of the manor of Dalston to Bishop Malclerk in 1230 by Henry III, the 
area became the seat of the Bishops of Carlisle and an ecclesiastical centre based at Rose 
Castle, approximately three miles southwards (McIntyre 1936). 
 
Rose Castle mentioned in the itinerary of Bishop Vipont in 1256 was founded in 1300 and 
comprised of an Edwardian crenellated, concentric castle. Between 1310 and 1356, the 
Scottish Wars made the area increasingly unstable, further impaired by the Cattle Plague 
and poor harvests between 1315 and 1320 and the Black Death during 1348-49. 
 
The Scots laid waste to Dalston in 1337 and 1346 necessitating the suspension of taxes due 
to the crown. As a response to the lawlessness, fortified Pele towers were built at Dalston 
Hall and Rose Castle and that Bishop’s Dyke may have formed an enhanced defensive 
fortification described as the Fossa Episcopa in order to prevent Scottish incursions from the 
north and west.    
 
By 1423, the Court Rolls record that the Dyke needed to be repaired, whereupon it probably 
fell into decay or had a secondary function as a boundary for a deer park and the grounds of 
Dalston hall 
 
Possibly, Dalston Hall was the site of the earlier manor, the present building dating from the 
mid to late 15th Century (Dept of Environment 1984, 41) supposedly built by John Dalston 
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(Curwen 1913, 366). This comprised of a late 15th Century Pele Tower (SMR 3776) with hall 
range and later additions (Perriam and Robinson 1998, 200-201).   
 
The primary objectives of the Pele Tower were defence and shelter. The principal access was 
gained at first floor level that was used for eating, sleeping and cooking. The lower floor was 
the cellars and storage, whilst the upper floor was a sleeping chamber and the top floor a 
fighting deck (Bullock 1993, 25). 
 
Modern 
    
The Enclosure Awards of 1803 for Dalston parish probably left the study area unaffected as 
it was already parkland assigned to the Dalston Hall estate. 
 
The earliest cartographic evidence dates to the 1851 Tithe Maps. Bishop’s Dyke is recorded 
as Blind Lonning Wood (47) owned by Colonel Thomas Sowerby and receiving no tithe or 
rent. The study area (46) is described as arable land and occupied by Esther Wilson at a rent 
of one guinea and paying tithes of 5 shillings and four pence. 
 
The arrival of the railway in 1846 into Dalston did not directly impact upon the study area. 

 
5 DISCUSSION 

 
5.1 Academic merit 
 
The evaluation seeks to construct a model of the archaeological potential of the site from 
which an informed strategy can be formulated to preserve in situ any significant 
archaeological remains. Its aims are to: 
 

 Provide a detailed account of surviving archaeological strata and structures 

 Determine the depth of survival of any significant archaeological deposits 

 Characterize the extent, date, form and importance of any encountered cultural 
activity  

 
5.2 Archaeological potential 
 
The archaeological potential for this evaluation exercise is likely to be limited as the study 
area was heavily wooded with considerable damaged expected from root action. 
 
6 RESULTS 
 
6.1 Methodology 
 
In agreement with the curatorial authority, a considerable amount of space within the study 
area will remain untouched by the development. In order to reflect this fact, it was accepted 
that the number of evaluation trenches could be reduced but that the land-take for the 
evaluation scheme must reflect all ground-penetrating interventions, namely service 
trenches, sewerage plant, road access etc. 
 
The area directly affected by any ground reduction would be considerably less than the 
original study area (0.5 ha) namely nine areas approximately 8m x 5m (40 sq m) and a 
service road approximately 70m x 5m (350 sq m). Service connections will amount to 
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approximately 90 sq m, whilst the sewerage plant would probably cover an area 40 sq m. 
This amounts to approximately 840 sq metres equivalent to a minimum of 42 sq metres to 
be evaluated. 
 

 
Figure 4. Location of evaluation trenches within the development 

 
However, to ascertain a proportionate distribution of trenches it was agreed to evaluate the 
footprint for stands 1, 3, 6 and 8 and a 20m section of the service road (Trench 9) 
representing 15% of the area under threat and allowing tighter interpretation of the results 
in an a area likely to be impacted by bioturbation. 

Location of proposed stands. Evaluation 
trenches in yellow. 

 
North 

0m  10m 

Trench 1 

Trench 3 

Trench 6 

Trench 9 

Trench 8 
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The trench configuration was set out in order to provide evidence that mitigation was a 
viable option for this development. Most trenches were no further than 10m apart and it 
would appear unlikely that significant archaeological remains would fall through this 
coverage. 
 
The trenches were pegged out prior to excavation and their location documented by hand-
held GPS. 
 
A JCB excavator with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket removed the topsoil and any 
extraneous material until either archaeological features or natural geology occurred.  
 
Following this action, all the trenches were hand-cleaned by draw-hoe and photographed. 
The trenches were recorded according to the GMA excavation manual and protocols therein. 
 
6.2 Site matrix 
 

Modern ground surface 
 

Topsoil  10   4 5 21 22 
 
and  11    
 
overburden 12    
 
Modern  20 
 
Land-drains  13 
 
Buried soil    2 7  23  
 
Roadside 14        
 
Ditch  15        
 
  17        
 
  16        
 
Road    3 18       
 
Drift geology  19  1 6  8  9 
    

 
             Natural 

Matrix showing the site stratigraphic structure 
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6.3  Results 
 
Trench 1 

 
Trench 1 consisted of a thin dark grey loam 4 0.10m in depth overlying a buried soil 0.40m in 
depth comprising brown silty clay 2, clean without any stone inclusions. This soil rested 
above a subsoil of pink mottled sandy clay 1 with manganese staining that represented 
natural drift geology. 

 
Trench 3   
 
Resting above the natural drift geology comprising pink sandy clay 19 was a concordant 
spread of fine rounded pebbles 3 formally grouted into the underlying clay. This surface one 
pebble course in depth (0.05m) was at least 6.00m in width but probably extended further 
south as pink clayey sand with cobbles 18. 
 
Surface 3 formed a possible Roman road, the southern margin obscured by truncation or the 
interface with the emerging natural drift geology. 
 
The northern edge of the “road” was clearly defined by an east-west aligned cut 16 forming 
a probable roadside ditch. The ditch had a steep, benched profile on its northern flank 
forming a clay bank adjacent to the road whilst the southern margin was a concave scoop 
respecting probable road surface 3.  
 
Ditch 16 was filled at its base by a mid-dark grey clayey silt 17 overlain by a secondary fill of 
mid-grey clayey silt 15 that was subsequently buried by a mixed orange clay and grey-brown 
silt 14 with rounded pebbles probably slippage from the bank to the north and loose cobbles 
removed from the “road” to the south. 
 

 
Figure 5. Trench 3 showing probable metalled road 3 with adjacent roadside ditch 16 

 
Road surface 3 appeared to be directly cut by a 19th Century land drain 13 filled by grey silt 
20. Land drain 13 appeared to be sealed by bright orange clay 12 up to 0.60m in thickness 
(possibly an erroneous observation if clay 12 was subsequently used as backfill in cut 13), 
that was underneath a mixed yellow brown clay 11 sealed by a dark grey organic silt topsoil 
10. 
 
The sequence of clays 11 and 12 may suggest dumping from undated construction projects 
within the grounds of Dalston Hall, possibly of 19th Century date if the sealing of the land  
 

0m  1m 

3 3 

3 

Land drains Drain cut 16 

North 

18 
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Figure 6. Metalled surface 3 showing ditch 16 in the foreground 

 

 
Figure 7. Detail of metalled surface 3  

 
drain is a genuine stratigraphic relationship. Equally, slippage from the clay bank directly to 
the north may account for this action although it does suggest that the possible Roman road 
lay open for a considerable period of time. 
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Figure 8. Section of probable roadside ditch 16 

 

 
Figure 9. Probable roadside ditch 16, Trench 3 

 
Trench  6 
 
Trench 6 consisted of a mid brown silty clay 5 0.20m in depth overlying a buried soil 0.20m 

10 

11 

12 

14 
15 

0m        1m 

17 

Cut 16 
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in depth comprising clean, orange-brown clayey silt 7. This soil rested above a subsoil of pink 
sandy clay 6 with manganese staining that represented natural drift geology. 
 
Trench 8 
 
Trench 8 consisted of a clean, brown clayey silt 21 0.30m in depth overlying subsoil of pink 
silty clay 6 with manganese staining that represented natural drift geology. 
 
Trench 9 
 
Trench 9 consisted of brown silty clay 22, 0.20m in depth that contained and sealed spreads 
of 19th Century and modern brick rubble forming an informal track across the site. This 
material overlay a subsoil of pink, slightly sandy clay 23 with manganese staining that 
represented natural drift geology. 
 

TRENCH NO. LOCATION SIZE M SQ RESULT 

1 NY 37499 51542 
NY 37500 51532 

20 Sterile 

3 NY 37511 51553 
NY 37511 51543 

20 Roman road with flanking northern ditch 

6 NY 37513 51534 
NY 37522 51527 

20 Sterile 

8 NY 37508 51511 
NY 37516 51504 

20 Sterile 

9 NY 37508 51536 
NY 37501 51516 

40 Sterile 

Summary of trenches 
 
6.4 Discussion 
 
Trench 3 uncovered a roughly east-west aligned Roman road 3. A northern roadside ditch 16 
drained water from the road and the adjacent bank. 
 

 
Figure 10. Possible route leading up to the Roman road 

 
Based on a such a small sample size it is difficult to project the alignment further but it is 
probable that it may pass beneath stand 4 before proceeding to a breach in a river terrace 
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NY 37602 51402. Towards the south, figure 10 may indicate the route that the road 
maintained, crossing the River Caldew at a low fording point. 
 
The presence of this road was completely unexpected perhaps suggesting that the link from 
Dalston Hall to Dalston formerly suspected of Roman origin is in fact a later extension. 
 
Trenches 1, 6, 8 and 9 were all archaeologically sterile and lay south of the projected Roman 
road discovered in Trench 3. 
 
6.5 Finds 
 
No artefacts were recovered from archaeological contexts. There was a total paucity of stray 
finds and no material available that could be generally diagnostic of date. 
 
6.6 Environmental material 
 
Due to bioturbation, root action and other conditions, environmental conditions did not 
appear to be conducive for the preservation of environmental material.    
 
Environmental evidence suggests that the road lay within a wooded area.  
 
6.7 Conclusion 

 
The presence of a probable Roman road and adjacent ditch was located at the northern end 
of the development. No other archaeological deposits were encountered. 
 
The “road” was discovered at a depth of 0.60m below ground level protected by a sealing 
deposit of clay up to 0.40m in depth. 
 
As the development proposes a ground reduction of only 0.30m it is unlikely that any 
invasive action will compromise the integrity of the monument where it may pass beneath 
the footprint  of stands 3 and 4.  
 
Based on the archaeological evaluation, stands 1, 2, 5-9 and the service road will be 
unaffected by past cultural activity. 
 
7 ARCHIVE 
 
The archive for this project will be deposited with the appropriate archaeological curator, 
Tullie House, Carlisle. This archive has been assembled in accordance within the protocols of 
Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2). 
 
8 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 
I am grateful to Mr Paul Holder and his two sons for their assistance with the fieldwork 
during the evaluation exercise, it certainly speeded up the field survey. I would also like to 
thank Jo MacIntosh for her help and guidance with the Historic Environment Record in 
Kendal and the staff of Carlisle Library with my research. 
 
 



Archaeological Evaluation at Dalston Hall, Dalston 

Gerry Martin Associates Ltd 19 

9 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Bullock, P.J.Ed  History of Dalston Parish, Dalston 1993 
 
Cantor, L.  Medieval Parks of England, A Gazateer, Loughborough 1983 
 
Chamberlain, A.T. & A Gazateer of English Caves, Fissures and Rock Shelters Williams, J.P.
   Containing Human Remains, Sheffield, 2001  
 
Curwen, J.F. Castles and Towers of Cumberland and Westmorland, Kendal, 1913  
 
Dept of Environment List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest, 

London, 1984 
 
Ferguson, R.S. The Bishops, Dyke, Dalston. Cumberland and Westmorland Trans 

Old Series Vol VII, Kendal 1883 
 
Hodgkinson, D. et al The Lowland Wetlands of Cumbria, Lancaster Imprints, Lancaster, 

2000 
 
Martin, G.M.T. An Archaeological Evaluation in the Grounds of Dalston Hall, 

Dalston, GMA Ltd Report 19. Carlisle, 2007   
 
McIntyre, W.T. Lakeland and the Border Country Vol 3, 1930-1939, Carlisle, undated 
 
Perriam, D.R. & The Medieval Fortified Buildings of Cumbria, Kendal, 1998 
Robinson, J. 
 
Popple, A. In “History of Dalston Parish”, Dalston 1993 
 
Smith, D.M. English Episcopal Acta 30, Oxford, 2005  
 
Taylor, M.W. Old Manorial Halls of Cumberland and Westmorland, Kendal, 1892 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 


