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1. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY 

Between 17
th
 – 18

th
 January 2008 York Archaeological Trust excavated two archaeological 

evaluation trenches in the southern part of the Heslington East site. These trenches, known 

as Trenches 7 and 8, formed part of a multi-trench archaeological evaluation of the 

Heslington ‘B’ areas. Trench 8 was located immediately west of overhead electrical 

powerlines and Trench 7 some 300m to the east. It had been intended to excavate a further 

trench, Trench 9, some 120m to the north of Trench 8. Owing to severe standing water 

problems it was not possible to excavate this latter trench. 

 

The trenches were mechanically excavated by a 360º excavator equipped with a toothless 

bucket and operated under direct archaeological supervision. The trenches were stripped of 

topsoil down to natural deposits.  

 

Figure 1 shows the positions of trenches 7 and 8.  

 

 

2. RESULTS 

2.1 TRENCH 7 

Natural deposits of slightly plastic, mid yellowish brown clayey sand with mottled grey 

patches, context 17001, were encountered at the base of the trench at a depth generally 

around 0.32m BGL (typically around 10.85m OD). Although this trench suffered from a 

continuous in-rush of adjacent standing water the surface of natural deposits was exposed 

long enough to check for any cutting features. In order to confirm the ‘natural character of 

17001, parts of the trench were further reduced by around 0.10-0.15m.  

 

Only a single feature, a post-medieval north-west – south-east aligned land-drain, 

17002/17003, was seen to cut into natural deposits. 

 

The uppermost deposit encountered in Trench 7 the extant topsoil of slightly plastic, mid 

grayish brown, clayey silt, context 17000. 
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Plate 1   Trench 7, looking ESE   

 

2.2 TRENCH 8 

Natural deposits of plastic, mid yellowish brown clayey sand containing occasional patches 

of gravel and reddish coloured mineralisation, context 18001, were observed at the base of 

the trench at a depth of around 0.30m – 0.36m BGL (typically around 10.35m OD). After 

cleaning, this was subsequently reduced by an additional 0.20m in order to be absolutely 

certain of the ‘natural character of 18001.  
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Five features, all lumped under a single number 18003, were seen to cut into the natural 

deposits. These consisted of four south-west – north-east aligned field drains and a further 

example aligned north – south. All these field drains were of a later post-medieval date. 

 

The uppermost deposit in Trench 8 was the extant topsoil, context 18000, composed of 

slightly plastic, mid grayish brown, clayey silt that was generally in the region of 0.30m deep. 

 

 

 
 

Plate 2   Trench 8, looking N   
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Figure 1   Plan showing the location of Evaluation Trenches (black) 7 and 8 

 


