
Catalogue of York Archaeological Trust Photographs from the Heslington East 

Excavations (Site code 5112) Deposited with the Archaeological Data Service 

A total of 2939 photographs were taken by York Archaeological Trust (YAT) on 

archaeological excavations at Heslington East (YAT project code 5112).  The photographs 

are a mixture of photographs taken during the course of the excavation and photographs of 

the artefacts recovered both before and after conservation. The bulk of the excavation 

photographs are record shots of individual contexts, but a smaller number were of groups of 

contexts or phases. Photographs were also taken depicting the working conditions on site, 

including the weather conditions. The photographic archive is stored at York Archaeological 

Trust under the project code 5112 and it is backed up at a remote server to prevent data loss. 

Access to the collection can be made on application to YAT at archaeology@yorkat.co.uk.   

Because the photographic archive is already stored at YAT it would have been inappropriate 

to duplicate the collection with the Archaeological Data Service (ADS). The Heslington East 

site was, however, excavated by three archaeological units, the Archaeology Department of 

the University of York (the lead unit with regards to final publication), YAT, and On Site 

Archaeology, creating a need for consistency between the archives deposited with the ADS 

by all three units. It was therefore agreed between YAT and the Archaeology Department of 

the University of York that a sub-set of photographs from the YAT collections would be 

chosen for deposition with the ADS so as to give a sense of the work undertaken for the 

project as a whole.  

To this end, a selection of 227 photographs was made for deposition, these are split into four 

categories namely artefacts (largely during or after conservations, but with a few shots of 

artefacts in situ during excavation), contexts (photographs of individual contexts), group or 

phase shots (for photographs of the excavation depicting multiple contexts) and working 

shots (depicting the working conditions and staff undertaking excavation work). The table 

below is a catalogue of the photographs deposited by YAT with the ADS, listed in terms of 

the category, the PID number (used as a reference within YAT’s internal database called 

IADB, where thumbnail and medium format photographs are stored), the Photo Number 

(which is the reference number for the YAT large format photographic collection) and the 

Caption (as recorded on IADB and in word documents on the YAT computer system). The 

photographs are listed below in category then photo number.  

(document prepared by J.M. McComish 24/02/2013) 
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Category Pid Photo Number Caption 
Artefacts 22443 5112_68 A1 excavation of antler 
Artefacts 22568 5112_205 A1 pottery 
Artefacts 22572 5112_209 A1 pottery 
Artefacts 22573 5112_210 A1 pottery 
Artefacts 22586 5112_211 A1 pottery 
Artefacts 22585 5112_1240 A1 ditches 
Artefacts 25068 5112_2394 A1 Context 1607 
Artefacts 33621 5112_2403 SF 105 
Artefacts 33622 5112_2404 SF 105 
Artefacts 33626 5112_2408 SF 105 
Artefacts 33627 5112_2409 SF 105 
Artefacts 33629 5112_2411 sf 50 
Artefacts 33631 5112_2413 sf 51 
Artefacts 33633 5112_2415 sf 52 
Artefacts 33634 5112_2416 sf 53 back 
Artefacts 33637 5112_2419 sf 54 back 
Artefacts 33638 5112_2420 sf 54 front 
Artefacts 33640 5112_2422 sf 55 
Artefacts 33641 5112_2423 sf 56 back 
Artefacts 33643 5112_2425 sf 57 
Artefacts 33644 5112_2426 sf 58 
Artefacts 33645 5112_2427 sf 59 
Artefacts 33872 5112_2674 Sf 43 after conservation 
Artefacts 21073 5112_2675 SF27 Jet toggle before drying 
Artefacts 21076 5112_2678 SF28 before drying 
Artefacts 33895 5112_2705 Context 1564, SF 159, conservation 
Artefacts 33901 5112_2711 Context 2774 conservation 
Artefacts 33905 5112_2715 Context 2773 conservation 
Artefacts 32047 5112_2920 SF105 polished stone axe fragment 
Artefacts 26849 5112_2921 flint core 
Artefacts 26842 5112_2922 flint denticulate 
Artefacts 26843 5112_2923 flint backed blade 
Artefacts 26845 5112_2925 flint plano convex knife 
Artefacts 26847 5112_2927 flint core 

Artefacts 26850 5112_2928 
flint scraper, flake, spall, denticulate + 
misc.retouched flake 

Artefacts 26851 5112_2929 flint flake misc. retouch 
Artefacts 26852 5112_2930 flint flake misc. retouch 
Artefacts 26853 5112_2931 flint chipping 
Artefacts 26855 5112_2933 flint chunk 
Artefacts 26856 5112_2934 flint core rejuvination flake 
Artefacts 26858 5112_2935 flint core rejuvinated flake 
Artefacts 26857 5112_2936 flint core rejuvination flake 
Artefacts 26859 5112_2937 flint core rejuvinated flake 
Artefacts 26860 5112_2938 flint serrated edge blade 



Artefacts 26861 5112_2939 flint serrated edge blade 
Artefacts 26862 5112_2940 flint core rejuvination flake 
Artefacts 26865 5112_2943 flint crested blade 
Artefacts 26866 5112_2944 flint piercer 
Artefacts 26868 5112_2946 flint double edge flake knife 
Artefacts 26869 5112_2947 flint denticulate 
Artefacts 26871 5112_2949 flint hammerstone 
Contexts 22561 5112_198 A1 Context 2339 
Contexts 22665 5112_264 A1 wooden object c2773,c2774 
Contexts 22968 5112_591 A2 Context 4483 facing east 

Contexts 22971 5112_594 
A2 Context 4491/3/5 section number 655 facing 
south 

Contexts 22974 5112_597 A2 Context 4497 section number 657 facing south 
Contexts 22976 5112_599 A2 Context 3513 section number 660 facing south 
Contexts 23002 5112_604 A2 Context 4524/5 section number 666 facing east 
Contexts 22995 5112_627 A2 Context 4571 section number 675 
Contexts 23020 5112_632 A2 wood in Context 4673 facing west 

Contexts 23024 5112_636 
A2 Context 4638-41 section number 686 facing 
east 

Contexts 23031 5112_643 A2 Context 4647 section number 687 facing south 

Contexts 23034 5112_646 
A2 Context wood in Context 4673 facing north-
west 

Contexts 23059 5112_676 A2 Context 5056 facing north-west 
Contexts 23061 5112_678 A2 Context 5051 and 5053 facing north 
Contexts 23043 5112_690 A2 Section 717 facing east 
Contexts 23119 5112_728 A2 pottery in gully 4720 
Contexts 23105 5112_744 A2 Context 3714 facing east 
Contexts 23152 5112_765 A2 Context 3701 northern end facing north-west 
Contexts 23189 5112_793 A2 Context 3314 small find 105 facing north-west 
Contexts 23225 5112_814 A1 Context 2630 facing north-east 
Contexts 23352 5112_986 A2 Southernmost palaeo-trench 
Contexts 23393 5112_1008 A2 Context 4483 facing east 

Contexts 23428 5112_1026 
A2 Context 3653 section number 3153 facing 
north-west 

Contexts 23411 5112_1038 A2 Context 3110 facing north 
Contexts 23763 5112_1370 T13 Context 23026 
Contexts 23807 5112_1497 Trig point 
Contexts 23913 5112_1585 A1 ring-ditch 1265 pre-excavation, looking SW 
Contexts 23976 5112_1645 A1 ring-gully 1403, looking S 
Contexts 23997 5112_1666 A1 ring-ditch 1191 after excavation, looking NW 
Contexts 24062 5112_1709 A1 1625, looking west 
Contexts 24076 5112_1723 A1 pit 1702, looking south 
Contexts 24107 5112_1754 A1 pit 1848, looking south 
Contexts 24191 5112_1842 A1 fill 2209, cut 2210, looking north 
Contexts 24225 5112_1921 A2 pottery 
Contexts 24239 5112_1935 A1 zone 4 structure 
Contexts 24615 5112_1947 A1 Woodwork in Context 2164 



Contexts 24610 5112_1952 A1 Context 2164 
Contexts 24654 5112_1999 A1 Context 1115 and 1168 
Contexts 24697 5112_2049 A1 Context 2692 facing north 
Contexts 24705 5112_2057 A1 Context 2665 facing north 

Contexts 24758 5112_2065 
A1 Organics above the cobble layers in the S-W 
quadrant of the water hole 

Contexts 24767 5112_2074 A1 Context 2772 facing south 

Contexts 24798 5112_2108 
A1 Wicker panel 2828 partially excavated facing 
west 

Contexts 24804 5112_2114 A1 wicker stakes 2828 looking south-east 

Contexts 24788 5112_2143 
A1 Detail of remaining stakes beneath wicker panel 
2828 

Contexts 24844 5112_2196 A1 Context 1114 

Contexts 24889 5112_2206 
A1 exploratory EW slot through water-hole prior to 
excavation looking north 

Contexts 24869 5112_2228 Wicker and stake lining context 2828 detail 
Contexts 25017 5112_2303 A1 Cobble surface facing south-east 
Contexts 25088 5112_2384 A1 Context 2607 
Contexts 25091 5112_2387 A1 Context 2617 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22397 5112_01 North-western portion of A2 enclosure facing east 
Group or 
phase shots 22376 5112_10 A2 Sets 679, 681 and 683 facing south-east 
Group or 
phase shots 22377 5112_11 A2 Context 3012 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22378 5112_12 Eastern A2 enclosure ditch facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 22380 5112_14 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22422 5112_45 Round house at south of A1 
Group or 
phase shots 22425 5112_48 A1 round house g6,g7 
Group or 
phase shots 22472 5112_91 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22473 5112_92 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22479 5112_99 A2 round house Set 591 
Group or 
phase shots 22481 5112_101 

A2 exposure of round houses Sets 679, 681 and 
683 

Group or 
phase shots 22488 5112_108 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22471 5112_120 A1 Context 1674 facing east 
Group or 
phase shots 22513 5112_134 A1 ditch s.of waterhole 
Group or 
phase shots 22518 5112_139 A1 palaeo-trench 



Group or 
phase shots 22541 5112_163 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22524 5112_176 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22575 5112_182 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22594 5112_219 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22598 5112_223 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22690 5112_320 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22694 5112_324 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22719 5112_334 A1 palaeo-trench 
Group or 
phase shots 22728 5112_343 A2 round-houses Sets 679, 681 and 683 facing west 
Group or 
phase shots 22757 5112_374 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22765 5112_382 A1 ring gully c2034 
Group or 
phase shots 22794 5112_396 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22776 5112_408 A1 water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 22782 5112_414 A2 south-east portion facing south-east 
Group or 
phase shots 22785 5112_417 A2 Set 675 prior to excavation facing west 
Group or 
phase shots 22804 5112_421 A2 Set 585 facing west 
Group or 
phase shots 22805 5112_422 A2 Set 601 and 597 facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 22808 5112_425 A2 Set 597 facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 22810 5112_427 A2 south-west portion of enclosure facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22814 5112_431 A2 enclosure Set 677 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22816 5112_433 A2 enclosure facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22818 5112_435 

A2 southern ditch and entrance of enclosure facing 
north-east 

Group or 
phase shots 22821 5112_438 A2 entrance of enclosure facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22826 5112_443 A2 enclosure facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22828 5112_445 

A2 north-eastern portion of enclosure facing north-
east 



Group or 
phase shots 22802 5112_449 

A2 north-eastern portion of enclosure facing north-
east 

Group or 
phase shots 22838 5112_455 

A2 south-east portion of enclosure and entrance 
facing north-east 

Group or 
phase shots 22840 5112_457 A2 enclosure eastern ditch facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 22845 5112_462 A2 southern ditch of enclosure facing north-east 
Group or 
phase shots 22854 5112_471 

A2 enclosure western boundary ditch facing north-
east 

Group or 
phase shots 22857 5112_474 A2 enclosure facing north-east 
Group or 
phase shots 22889 5112_492 

A2 enclosure southern boundary ditch and 
entrance facing west 

Group or 
phase shots 22869 5112_502 

A2 enclosure eastern boundary ditch facing north-
west 

Group or 
phase shots 22871 5112_504 

A2 enclosure southern boundary ditch and 
entrance facing west 

Group or 
phase shots 23071 5112_695 Trench L6 
Group or 
phase shots 23074 5112_698 Trench L7 
Group or 
phase shots 23076 5112_700 

Trench L7 showing partial collapse of south-facing 
section 

Group or 
phase shots 23085 5112_709 Trench L6 
Group or 
phase shots 23089 5112_713 Trench L6 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 23093 5112_717 A2 Context 4750 section number 720 facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 23136 5112_778 A2 Context 3714 facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 23178 5112_782 A2 Context 4032 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 23228 5112_821 A1 Water-hole 
Group or 
phase shots 23698 5112_1311 Trench L1 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 23700 5112_1313 Trench L1 facing north 
Group or 
phase shots 23713 5112_1326 Trench L2 facing south-east 
Group or 
phase shots 23715 5112_1328 Trench L3 facing east 
Group or 
phase shots 23734 5112_1355 T12 Context 22018 facing south 
Group or 
phase shots 23748 5112_1385 T13 facing west 
Group or 
phase shots 23797 5112_1407 T15 



Group or 
phase shots 24470 5112_1463 T17 facing east 
Group or 
phase shots 24477 5112_1470 T16 
Group or 
phase shots 23814 5112_1485 T14 facing east 
Group or 
phase shots 23845 5112_1508 

A1 ditch segments 1021, 1023 and beyond, looking 
W (ditch 31) 

Group or 
phase shots 23881 5112_1550 A1 ring-ditch 1078 and internal pit 1071, looking N 
Group or 
phase shots 23885 5112_1554 

A1 ditch segment 1082 with other parts of ditch 
32, looking E 

Group or 
phase shots 23941 5112_1605 

A1 ditch segment 1216 and southern parts of ditch 
34, looking S 

Group or 
phase shots 24080 5112_1727 

A1 intercutting postholes 
1737,1740,1742,1744,1748 

Group or 
phase shots 24618 5112_1962 A1 Context 2181-4 
Group or 
phase shots 24661 5112_2006 A1 evaluation trench 1 looking west 
Group or 
phase shots 24666 5112_2011 A1 evaluation trench 2 looking east 
Group or 
phase shots 24672 5112_2017 A1 evaluation trench 3 looking east 
Group or 
phase shots 24675 5112_2020 A1 evaluation trench 4 west north 
Group or 
phase shots 24723 5112_2032 A1 evaluation trench 5 looking south 
Group or 
phase shots 24724 5112_2033 A1 evaluation trench 7 looking east 
Group or 
phase shots 24726 5112_2035 A1 evaluation trench 8 looking north 
Group or 
phase shots 24729 5112_2038 A1 evaluation trench 11 looking north 
Group or 
phase shots 24688 5112_2040 A1 evaluation trench 10 west facing section 
Group or 
phase shots 25002 5112_2286 A1 Palaeochannel Trench 4 
Group or 
phase shots 33653 5112_2434 B6 tr 18,  section 3 looking E 
Group or 
phase shots 33660 5112_2441 B6, looking SW, tr 19 to left tr 18 to right 
Group or 
phase shots 33667 5112_2448 B6; tr 19, section 5 look NW 
Group or 
phase shots 33675 5112_2456 B6; Trench 19, general shot looking east 
Group or 
phase shots 33693 5112_2474 

B6; tr 20, record shot N facing section looking SE 
post 28007 below left of scale 

Group or 
phase shots 33694 5112_2475 B6; tr 20, section 7 top two tiers N end looking W 



Group or 
phase shots 33696 5112_2477 B6; tr 20, working shot looking SW 
Group or 
phase shots 33698 5112_2479 B6; tr 21, general shot looking SSW 
Group or 
phase shots 33703 5112_2484 B6; tr 21, section 9 looking W (2) 
Group or 
phase shots 33775 5112_2556 Field 7 palaeochannel 14/10/09 
Group or 
phase shots 33930 5112_2757 trench 22 28053 facing east.jpg 
Group or 
phase shots 33954 5112_2781 trench 23 facing w.jpg 
Group or 
phase shots 33961 5112_2788 trench 23 section collapse facing east b 
Group or 
phase shots 34009 5112_2836 trench 25 28079 facing east b. 
Group or 
phase shots 34026 5112_2853 trench 25 south section b.jpg 
Group or 
phase shots 34039 5112_2866 trench 26 28096 facing east b.jpg 
Working shots 22404 5112_57 A1 machine dust 
Working shots 22440 5112_65 A1 excavation of antler c1564 
Working shots 22496 5112_147 A1 machining 
Working shots 22535 5112_157 A1 palaeo-trench 
Working shots 22580 5112_187 A1 palaeo-trench 
Working shots 22590 5112_215 A1 water-hole 
Working shots 22612 5112_257 A1 water-hole 
Working shots 22689 5112_319 A1 wooden object c2773,c2774 
Working shots 22727 5112_342 A2 round-houses Sets 679, 681 and 683 facing west 
Working shots 22727 5112_412 A2 cleaning the enclosure south ditch facing east 
Working shots 23710 5112_1323 Trench L1 working shot facing north 

Working shots 23831 5112_1526 
NW corner area of main A1 area under snow (Dec 
07) 

Working shots 23901 5112_1573 A1 southern part of A1 under water, looking S 
Working shots 24633 5112_1968 A1 General view of A1 showing flooding 
Working shots 24728 5112_2037 A1 evaluation trench 7 excavation in the rain 
Working shots 24747 5112_2098 A1 planning the water-hole 
Working shots 24802 5112_2112 A1 using the photographic tower 

Working shots 24837 5112_2189 
A1 machining of water hole after initial 
investigation 

Working shots 25047 5112_2337 A1 Working shot facing south-east 
Working shots 33837 5112_2617 Context 2773-2774 recording and lifting 
Working shots 33842 5112_2622 Context 2773-2774 recording and lifting 
Working shots 33851 5112_2631 Context 2773-2774 recording and lifting 
Working shots 33856 5112_2636 Dr Higham sampling for C14 
Working shots 33887 5112_2697 Context 1564, SF 159, conservation and lifting 

 


