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Newcastle Area Command Headquarters, Forth Banks 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  
 
Desk Based Assessment: December 2009 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
i. General  
 
Addyman Archaeology were contracted by Wilmott Dixon Construction (contact, Scott Corey, Project 
Manager), on behalf of Northumbria Police Authority to carry out an Archaeological Desk Based 
Assessment of the site proposed for the development of the new Newcastle Area Command 
Headquarters (NACHQ) for Northumbria Police. 
 
The Desk Based Assessment was carried out to a brief prepared by Jennifer Morrison, Tyne and Wear 
Archaeology Officer (see Appendix K).  The aim of the study is to evaluate the historical development 
of the site and to appraise the potential for the survival of archaeologically significant material on the 
site.  The study will also assess the potential impact of the proposed development upon any potentially 
significant archaeological remains and will make recommendations in order to mitigate the impact of 
the proposed development on these. 
 
In order to ensure that this study was carried out within a secure research context, and to ensure that 
the investigation asked the correct questions, the North-East Regional Research Framework for the 
Historic Environment (NERRF, 2006) was consulted.  Regional and Thematic Research Frameworks 
have been developed in each region in England as part of an initiative promoted by English Heritage, 
in collaboration with local authorities, in order to provide an effective yet flexible structure for 
decision making regarding archaeological research. These have adopted the three-stage structure 
envisaged by English Heritage in Frameworks For Our Past (Olivier 1996), which sees the research 
framework as comprising: 

1. Resource Assessment: an overview of the current state of knowledge an understanding in the 
region.  

2. Research Agenda: recognition of the potential of the resource, gaps in our knowledge and an 
unprioritised list of research topics.  

3. Research Strategy: a prioritised list of research objectives (seen as flexible over time), 
furthered by implementing specific Research Projects.  

The NERRF notes the importance of research as a vital element of development-led archaeological 
work.  It sets out key research priorities for all periods of the past, allowing commercial contractors to 
demonstrate how their fieldwork relates to wider regional and national priorities for the study of 
archaeology and the historic environment.     
 
In order to ensure that these research requirements were met, a number of resources were consulted in 
order assess the historical development of the site.  These included: historic images, cartographic and 
documentary sources and building control plans.  These resources were held in a variety of locations, 
such as The Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record (HER), Tyne and Wear Archives and 
Newcastle City Library local studies section.   
 
Site visits were undertaken on 3rd November 2009 and 26th November 2009 by Amanda Gow, in order 
to assess the condition of the site and gain a fuller understanding of its development.   
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ii. Site location and context 
 
The site proposed for development lies within the Newcastle Central Conservation Area (HER 11378).  
Conservation Areas were introduced by the Civic Amenities Act 1967, and defined as being “areas of 
special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve 
or enhance”. i 
 
The site is located to the southwest of Central Station, centred on NZ2452 6356.  The site is of a 
triangular shape which occupies an area of 0.74 hectares.  It is bounded by Forth Banks to the east, 
Pottery Lane to the south and the King Edward VII Rail Viaduct to the north and west (see figures 3 
and 4).      
 
There are two upstanding buildings on the site - Kings House and Forth Banks Goods Station 
Warehouse (HER 8917).  Kings House is a four-storey brick structure facing onto Forth Banks, 
constructed in 1904 as offices for the Forth Banks Goods Station (HER 4321).  Forth Banks Goods 
Warehouse is a Grade 2 listed building which is currently derelict.  This was constructed in about 1907 
as an extension of the existing Goods Station (now demolished).  The undercroft of the Goods Station 
survives and falls partially within the boundary of the development site.  The lower part of the 
southern façade of this is also still upstanding and extends along Pottery Lane.    
 
The ground in this area of Newcastle slopes steeply down from the northwest to southeast, towards the 
River Tyne.  The site is located on the western side of the street known as Forth Banks, which is 
thought to cover the Skinner Burn (HER 11104), a stream which formed the historic boundary 
between the counties of Northumberland and Newcastle, and between the city of Newcastle and the 
township of Elswick.  In the 18th century the stream became a focus for industrial activity and the 
quality of the water declined.  The stream was culverted between 1840 and 1859.  It may be the case 
that the culverted Skinner Burn partially encroaches upon the development site, but its precise as-
existing course has yet to be confirmed by investigation.  
 
The development site has a gentle slope from north to south, built up by made ground placed on the 
steep sloping natural profile of the northern slope of the Tyne Gorge. Buildings and hard standing 
surfaces of concrete and whinstone sets cover the whole of the site. ii 
 
iii.  Geology 
 
The British Geological Survey 1:50,000 scale geological map Sheet 20, for both Drift and Solid, were 
reviewed to determine the geological conditions of the site.  The map indicates that there site 
comprises boulder clay and glacial drift (pockets of sands and gravels) overlying sandstone, which is 
underlain by the Durham Low Main / Yard seam coal seam.    
 
There is likely to be a large proportion of made ground on the site, associated with the culverting of 
the Skinner Burn and industrial activity within the area, associated with the construction of the railway 
line, sidings and associated buildings.   
 
No borehole investigations have been carried out on the site to date.  However, the borehole 
investigations carried out at the Former Tyre Depot, located at the southern end of Forth Banksiii, 
indicate that deep post-medieval deposits (encountered to a depth of 5.5m below the current ground 
surface) overlay a variety of further made ground or natural sands and boulder clay.  No medieval or 
earlier archaeological deposits were encountered in these bore holes. 
 

                                                 
i Newcastle Cite Council 2001 p3 
ii Mott MacDonald 2009 p4 
iii Northern Archaeological Associates 2000 
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In addition, immediately to the south there are 3 no. boreholes on Forth Banks to a depth of 6m and 1 
no. borehole labelled Potters Brewery (ref NZ26SW/143) to 51m. The latter was acquired by Mott 
MacDonald.  This represents a boring carried out in 1758 on John Swinburn Esq‘s Elswick Estate.  
Briefly the strata proved to comprise glacial till (“Stony clay, leafy clay, sand and gravel to 29.03m 
depth (approx 10.74mOD) over sandstone to 38.68m (approx-20.39mOD), mudstone to 39.39m 
(approx - 21.10mOD) overlying the “Yard” seam to 40.12m (approx -21.83mOD) and a sequence of 
mudstones to 51.0m (approx -32.71mOD). The “Yard” seam is also known locally as the “Durham 
Low Main”. iv 
 
A similar situation may be expected within the development site; post medieval and industrial period 
made ground overlying natural subsoil.  However, the type and depth of made ground at the 
development site is likely to differ from that at the former tyre depot site, due to the differing 
topographic locations and previous uses of the sites.  Depending upon the depth of made ground at the 
development site, there is potential for the survival of medieval and earlier deposits, as these may have 
been protected from industrial and later developments by the depth of overlying made ground.          
 

   
 

Figures 1 and 2: site location maps, Streetmap 
 

 

 
 

Figure 3: aerial image showing site location, boundary outlined in purple 

                                                 
iv Mott MacDonald 2009 p6 
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Figure 4: aerial image of the site, comprising Kings House, the Forth Banks Goods Station warehouse and the 

King Edward Viaduct, Willmott Dixon Construction 2008 
 
iv.  Brief historical summary 
 
Prior to the industrial period (the second half of the 18th century), there does not appear to have been 
any large scale development on the site (see section 2.iv for fuller discussion).   
 
In the eighteenth century the Skinner Burn became one focus of the city’s industrial activity.  Along 
the burn were glass houses, lime kilns, a large brewery, a pottery and a foundry.  Associated housing 
also grew up in the area.     
 
In the 19th century this area became associated with the growing railway industry.  The Hawthorn 
Engineering Works (HER 9254) were established on the eastern side of Forth Banks in 1844 
(replacing an 1820s building which was destroyed by fire).   
 
On the western side of Forth Banks, at the development site, the Newcastle and Carlisle Goods Shed 
opened on the 2nd June 1854.  The Towneley Cole and Coke Depot (HER 5062) was also constructed.  
Shortly afterwards, the Goods Station for the North Eastern Railway (HER 4321) was constructed in 
this location; this was constructed between 1866 and 1871.  This building was partially located on the 
development site and partially on the land to the immediate west.  Offices for the Goods Station, 
currently known as Kings House, were constructed on the northern side of the site in 1904.   
 
The 1866 Goods Station had an associated undercroft and both the building and undercroft were 
effectively cut in two in 1905 with the construction of the King Edward VII Rail Viaduct (HER 1010).  
The Forth Banks Goods Station Warehouse (HER 8917) was then built in approximately 1907 as an 
extension to the Goods Station; this was built at the junction of Forth Banks and Pottery Lane.   
 
The Forth Banks Goods Station was largely demolished in 1972.  The station undercroft (the south 
face of which is formed from a sandstone wall pierced by arched openings) still survives, although 
only the eastern corner (to the east of the King Edward viaduct) falls within the site boundary.      
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2. Historical Assessment  
 
The development site lies within central Newcastle, in an area notable for multi-phase evidence of past 
human activity.  This section will discuss the historical development of the site and the surrounding 
area and, based on this, will appraise the potential for the survival of archaeologically significant 
material on the site. 
 
i. Prehistoric activity 
 
No evidence for prehistoric activity has been found within the development site or the immediate 
vicinity.  However, there are a number of notable prehistoric finds from the wider area.  These include 
a log boat (HER 11236) cut from a single oak, which was dredged from the River Tyne in January 
1869, from a site to the south of the development site.  A number of finds of Bronze Age metal work 
have been recovered from the River Tyne (bronze rapier HER 1380, bronze dagger HER 1379, bronze 
spearhead HER 1378).  A Bronze Age burial cist (HER 1372) was found to the south of Orchard 
Street in the mid 19th century.  In 1987, excavations at Orchard Street recovered two small flint blades, 
although it is unclear whether these represent prehistoric activity in the area. v   
 
The location of the site on the banks of a burn may be a favourable location of prehistoric occupation 
activity.  There is therefore the possible potential for evidence of prehistoric activity being located 
within the development area.  However such deposits may lie at such a depth that they would not be 
impacted upon by the proposed development.    
 
ii. Roman activity 
 
Although no evidence for Roman activity has been found within the development site, there is a large 
amount evidence for activity dating to this period in the near vicinity.  The most notable evidence for 
occupation activity relating to this period is Hadrian’s Wall (HER 196), the building of which was 
commenced in approximately 122 AD.  Associated with the wall were a number of forts and stations, 
one of which was located on Castle Garth, located to the northeast of the site (remains of the stone 
built fort have been found underlying the medieval castle).  This fort, known as Pons Aelius (HER 
204), dates to the late 2nd and early 3rd century and was constructed to guard the river crossing. 
 
No known evidence of Roman activity has been found at Forth Banks.  However, there is evidence of 
Roman activity close to the banks of the Tyne.  It appears that the foreshore in this area was 
consolidated in the Roman period.  Excavations at Castle Stairs in 1991 (Passmore et. al.) produced 
riverside dump deposits which contained residual Roman pottery dating from the 1st-3rd century.  
Similar finds have been uncovered at the ongoing excavations at 28-32 The Close (Addyman 
Archaeology).            
 
Further evidence of Roman activity in the surrounding area was found to the west of Clavering Place 
and south of Forth Street, where Roman pottery of the 2nd-3rd centuries was uncovered along with 
possible structural remains (HER 1446).   
 
Additional evidence of Roman activity in the area comes from stray finds, such as brooches (HER 
1498) and a bronze ewer (HER 11947) found in the River Tyne, and a Roman altar (HER 1439) found 
in the mid 19th century during the demolition of White Friar Tower.   
 
There is therefore the possible potential for evidence of Roman activity being located within the 
development area.  Although, it is possibly located at such a depth that it will not be impacted upon by 
the proposed development.    
 
 
                                                 
v Askew 1997, in Archaeological Research Services 2007 p7 
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iii. Medieval activity 
 
Newcastle developed as a town at the beginning of the 9th century, as a trading settlement on the banks 
of the Tyne.  Following the Norman Conquest, a timber fortress was constructed upon the site of the 
Roman fort Pons Aelius; this was known as the ‘New Castle upon Tyne’ (HER 101).  This was 
replaced in the middle of the 12th century with a stone structure.   
 
The area to the northeast of Forth Banks was known as The Forth and was open land owned by the 
hospital of St Mary the Virgin (HER 1502), established in the 12th century (this hospital survived in an 
altered form until the middle of the 19th century and the grounds are visible on Corebridge’s map of 
1725, figure 7).    
 
In the 13th century the town began to expand with the formal incorporation of the village of Pandon 
and the reclamation of the land on the north side of the river, where The Close, the Quayside and 
Sandhill now stand. vi        
 
The town walls were begun in the later thirteenth century and were finished in the following century.  
The wall cut through the land of the hospital of St. Mary the Virgin on the eastern side and a gate was 
inserted in the wall here, known as ‘west gate’.  Thus, the development site lay out-with the area 
enclosed by the town walls, to the southwest of the hospital.  Three sections of the town wall still 
survive, one of which is located to the south of Forth Street.  
                                                                                                   
Whilst no evidence of medieval activity has been recovered from within the development site, there is 
a large amount of evidence of medieval activity from the surrounding area.  Notably, excavations 
carried out in 1996 for the ‘Centre for Life’ to the north of the site recovered a scatter of medieval 
pottery (HER 7754).  It was speculated that during the medieval period this area, located outside the 
city walls, may have been used for the production of pottery 
 
Additional excavations carried out to the east of the site, relating to the city wall, and further east of 
the site in the area around the quayside at Dog Bank, Queen Street and Sandhill, have revealed a large 
amount of evidence for activity in the medieval period, relating to defences, domestic occupation and 
construction and the reclamation of the waterfront. vii     
 
iv. Post-medieval activity 
 
By the 16th century the waterfront was lined with houses and warehouses belonging to the merchant 
classes.  During the 17th century the focus of the English glass making industry shifted from the Weald 
to Tyneside, although the land at Forth Banks area still remained undeveloped.   
 
Though the early cartographic evidence of Newcastle does not show the land out-with the town walls 
in great detail some development can be seen along the principal routes leading into the town from the 
west.  It appears that the area on the west bank of the Skinner Burn, in the area of Forth Banks, 
remained as open pasture at this time; this can be seen on Speed’s map of 1610 (figure 5).  On 
Beckman’s map of 1684 (figure 6) it can be seen that there has been some development out-with the 
town walls, leading to the southwest gate.  This terminates at the Skinner Burn but there appears to be 
a rectangular building on the opposite side of the stream, in the area of the Forth Banks development 
site.      
 
Corebridge’s map of 1725 (figure 7) shows the land out-with the town walls in more detail.  The 
structure which appeared on Beckman’s map of 1684 is no longer evident; the development site is 
shown as undeveloped.   
 
                                                 
vi Museum of London Archaeology Service 2002 p13 
vii Museum of London Archaeology Service 2002 p15 
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An engraving of 1745 (figure 8) shows a small upstream portion of the Skinner Burn.  Only a small 
fraction of the land on the western side of the burn is shown, further upstream than the development 
site.  However, this does indicate that this area is still undeveloped.  The engraving also shows the 
small valley which the burn flowed along.    
 
In 1751 the Newcastle Common Council provided land for the foundation of an infirmary in the Forth 
Banks area (HER 1371).  This had an associated burial ground (HER 5187). The hospital remained on 
this site, originally on open ground open and then latterly enclosed the railway and livestock markets; 
it was replaced in 1906 and the main part of the building was demolished in 1954.  The last burial was 
in burial ground was in 1845. This site was excavated in 1996 in advance of the construction of the 
International Centre for Life.  The Infirmary is evident to the north of the development site on the 
opposite side of the Skinner Burn on Beilby’s map of 1788 (figure 9).   
 
v. Industrial activity 
 
In the latter half of the eighteenth century the Skinner Burn became a focus of the city’s industrial 
activity.  Along the burn were glass and flint works (HER 4888), a large brewery (HER 4895), a 
pottery (HER 4885), a plate glass woks (HER 4881), lime kilns (HER 4884) and an iron works (HER 
4886).  Associated housing also grew up in the area.  The industrial buildings along the burn are 
evident on Hutton’s map of 1770, Beilby’s map of 1788 (figures 9 and 10), Kidd’s map of 1802 and 
Roper and Cole’s map of 1808 (figure 11), with little change occurring during the timeframe covered 
by these maps.   
 
The development site lies to the north of the east-west aligned field boundary running west from the 
Skinner Burn (this is on roughly the same alignment as Pottery Lane).  It can be seen that two groups 
of buildings occupy the development site.  The larger broad ‘U-plan’ building, with the open yard area 
on the southern side, is later depicted as a brewery (on Oliver’s map of 1831, figure 13).  The brewery 
(HER 4895) was established on this site by William Potter & Co. in 1787.  Baillie’s directory of 1801 
lists the business as Messrs Potter, Langhorn & Co. in Skinnergate.  To the south of the brewery are 
two smaller rectangular plan buildings set at the western side of a yard.   
 
Wood’s map of 1827 (figure 12) shows an increased amount of development around the Skinner Burn, 
especially to the south of the field boundary where a Plate Glass Works (HER 4881) and a pottery are 
marked (the adjacent building to the northeast, HER 4885).  A pottery, called the Skinner Burn 
Pottery, Forth Banks is recorded in 1787, worked by George Spearman & Co.  Three years later this 
passed into the hands of Addison Falconer and Co.  This pottery presumably provides the origin of the 
name Pottery Lane.   
 
Interestingly, Wood’s map does not show the large ‘U-plan’ brewery building to the north of the field 
boundary; a north-south aligned rectangular building and a building to the northeast are depicted in 
this location, with a small building to the east of the burn, facing onto Forth Banks.  The Skinner Burn 
runs through the eastern building.  The two smaller buildings to the south that had been previously 
depicted are still present.    
 
Oliver’s map of 1831 (figure 13) still shows the two small rectangular buildings to the south of the 
brewery.  The larger brewery building to the north appears to incorporate the two buildings shown on 
Wood’s map; the north-south aligned rectangular building has been extended to the east and again 
forms a rough broad ‘U-plan’ building as depicted on earlier maps.  The smaller of the two buildings 
depicted on Wood’s map is the building to the east of the word ‘brewery’.  The land to the north of the 
brewery is depicted as landscaped gardens/orchards.     
 
The buildings to the south of the field boundary are labelled as ‘foundry’ (HER 4886), ‘pottery’ 
(HER4885), ‘plate glass works’ (HER 4881) and ‘flour mill’ (HER 4887).    
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Figure 5: Speed’s Plan of Newcastle,1610 
 

 
 

Figure 6: Beckman’s map of 1684 
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Figure 7: Detail of Corebridge’s map of 1725 
        

 
 

Figure 8: The South East Prospect of Newcastle Upon Tyne, 1745 
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Figure 9: Beilby’s map of 1788 (approximate location of development site is outlined in red) 
 

   
 

Figure 10: Detail of Beilby’s map of 1788, showing the industrial activity along the Skinner Burn  
Figure 11: Detail of Roper and Cole’s map of 1808, showing the industrial activity along the Skinner Burn 
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Figure 12: Wood’s map of 1827, showing the increasing development around the Skinner Burn 
(approximate location of development site is outlined in red) 

 

 
 

Figure 13: Oliver’s map of 1831(approximate location of development site is outlined in red) 
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vi. 19th century railway activity 
 
Oliver and Tallis’s maps of 1851 (figures 14 and 15 respectively) show that there has been a major 
change in the area, brought about by the establishment of the railway and Central Station (HER 4130) 
for the Newcastle Carlisle Railway Company.  The station was designed by John Dobson and built 
mainly in 1850.  The railway line extending from the station to the southwest was known as the 
Newcastle Branch line (HER 3458); this ran from the original line (HER 3292) over the Tyne into 
Newcastle and was laid out to Forth Banks in 1847 and into Central Station in January 1851.    
 
At the development site new buildings have been constructed to the north of the brewery building.  
These included a long rectangular building and additional small square plan buildings to the south; one 
fronting onto Forth Banks and an additional building(s) to the southwest (Tallis’s map of 1851 shows 
one building to the west, whilst Oliver’s map of 1851 shows two).   
 
After the completion of the central station, the Forth Banks area was given over to goods traffic and 
the Newcastle and Carlisle Goods Shed was built on the southern side of the line; this opened on the 
2nd June 1854.  The Towneley Cole and Coke Depot (HER 5062) had also been constructed and an 
associated rail and turn-table arrangement can be seen connecting the goods shed to the coal depot 
(figure 16).  In the same year a number of companies, including the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway 
Company, amalgamated to form the North Eastern Railway.  The construction of the Goods Shed and 
coke depot appears to have necessitated the demolition of the preceding buildings which were evident 
in this location.       
 

 
 

Figure 14: Oliver’s map of 1851(approximate location of development site is outlined in red) 
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Figure 15: John Tallis’ map of 1851 (approximate location of development site is outlined in red) 
 

 
 

Figure 16: 1861 OS map detail, showing the Towneley Cole and Coke Depot and the Newcastle and Carlisle 
Goods Station, Promap 
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The goods shed had adjoining office accommodation, positioned at the northeast corner.  There was 
also a superintendent’s house, built to the north of the coal and coke depot, at the entrance to the site 
former Forth Banks (see figures 16 and 21).   
 
The construction of the goods shed necessitated the demolition of the smaller square plan building(s) 
which were first evident on the 1851 maps (those located to the southwest of that fronting onto Forth 
Banks).   
 
The Forth Banks Goods Station 
 
The next major development at the site was the construction of the North Eastern Railways Forth 
Banks Goods Station (HER 4321).  This was designed by Thomas Prosser in 1866 and the contract 
was let to Boothman and Bromhead of Leeds, although work was delayed at the site for another year 
whilst NER negotiated with Newcastle Corporation over the realignment of Pottery Lane.  The 
existing goods station had to remain in use until the new building was capable of replacing it and so 
the construction work was planned in two phases.  The first section to be constructed was the southern 
half which adjoined Pottery Lane.  This was finished in July 1869 but delays over track laying and the 
installation of hydraulic cranes meant that the site did not open until 3rd March 1871, at which time the 
former goods shed closed.viii  From this point onwards all Newcastle goods traffic was handled at this 
site.   
 
The North Eastern Railway building control plans for the Goods Station (see Appendix A) show that 
the Goods Station had accommodation for a number of offices, these arranged along the eastern side 
of the structure.  These included a book office store, Goods Manager clerks offices, Goods Managers 
offices, Goods Agents offices, a cashiers office, a correspondence office, an abstract office, a ledger 
office, and a reference office.  These plans also indicated that the buildings associated with the 
preceding goods shed (the adjoining office accommodation and the superintendents house) were 
retained (see figure 17).  These were later connected by the construction of a central linking building 
(see figure 18).       
 
In addition, these plans indicate that a second warehouse was planned at this time, to be located to the 
east of the principal station and the north of the brewery buildings (Appendix B and figure 17).  
However, this does not appear to have been constructed, as it does not appear on later maps (see figure 
18).        
 
The Forth Banks Goods Station was an important piece of railway architecture of the period.  It had a 
pair of long, curved iron framed roofs with arched heads.  Beneath the building was a vast undercroft, 
the southern façade of which is still upstanding, facing onto Pottery Lane; this is formed from a long 
sandstone wall pierced by arch headed openings (see plates 3 and 4).     
 
Associated with the Goods Station were three yards; Infirmary yard, Old dock yard and Victoria yard.  
Infirmary yard was adjacent to the goods shed on the north side of the of the main Carlisle rail viaduct, 
with a rail connection from one of the lines serving the goods shed.  The Old Dock Yard stood on the 
site of the old Newcastle and Carlisle passenger station.  The Victoria Yard was on the west side of 
Shot Factory Lane. ix       
 
As the former goods shed at the site was still relatively new, NER obtained permission from the 
Newcastle Town improvement Committee to re-erect it at the west end of Central Station for use as a 
carriage shed; this work was completed in 1873 (see figure 18).  In its new location, the building was 
increased in size from seven to nine bays.  The second phase of works could thus commence at the 
goods station; this was completed in 1874. x   

                                                 
viii Fawcett 1987 p75 
ix Ayris 1990 p 
x Fawcett 1987 p76 
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Figure 17: North Eastern Railway building control plan of 1866, indicating the second warehouse to be 
constructed to the north of the brewery, which is marked as belonging to Mr. Addison Potter.  The office 

accommodation and superintendents house associated with the former goods shed are to be retained. 
 
A second set of plans were produced of the Forth Banks Goods Warehouse in 1872, these primarily 
showing details of the arches (see Appendix C). 
 
The layout and function of the buildings on the development site just prior to the next major phase of 
works (the construction of the new offices in 1904) can be clearly seen by examining Goads Insurance 
Plans of 1896 (figure 19).  This clearly shows the railway office buildings to the north of the brewery, 
with the later central building.  The functions of the individual buildings in the brewery complex are 
also shown; on this plan it is depicted as ‘maltings’.  It can also be seen that some of the old brewery 
buildings are occupied at this time by J.T Dove, Cement and Plaster Works. 
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It appears that in the following years these buildings were completely taken over by the cement works, 
as building control drawings dated to 1902 (see figure 24), relating to the construction a new entrance 
at the Forth Banks Goods Station depict these buildings as ‘Portland Cement Works’ (HER 10212).     
 
North Eastern Railway building control plans dated 1891 show that an extension was proposed to the 
western end of the goods station (see Appendix D).  It was planned that the new western elevation 
could reuse the doors and windows from the existing elevation.  However, it is unclear whether this 
was ever constructed.   
 
A number of historic images give an impression of the site in the late 19th-early 20th century.  An 
image of the site dating to 1898 also gives an impression of the site before the construction of new 
offices in 1904; this shows horses’ with carts in the yard area to the east of the goods station (figure 
20).  A later image, dated 1901, shows the tracks running into the forth Banks Goods Station, giving 
an indication of the scale of operations at the site (figure 22).  This can also be seen in an image dated 
1930-31, which gives an impression of the interior of the Forth Banks Goods Station, at which time it 
was reputed to be one of the largest of its kind in the world (figure 23).      
 

 
   
Figure 18: 2nd edition OS map of 1898, sheet 18.  The former Forth Banks Goods station can be seen rebuilt and 

enlarged to the west of Central station. 
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Figure 19: Goad Insurance Plans, sheet 20, 1896, 
showing the function of the individual buildings in the railway offices and the brewery complex. 
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Figure 20: Forth Banks Goods Station 1898, in Tyne and Wear HER 4321 
 

 
 

Figure 21: View down Forth Banks, dated 1900. 
The building in the foreground is the former superintendents’ house associated with the preceding goods station.  

This was retained when the new goods station was built in 1866, and plans indicated that it was planned to be 
transformed into a library. xi 

 
 

                                                 
xi Newcastle City Library 1992, in Tyne and Wear HER 4321 
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Figure 22: 1901 image of the tracks leading into Forth Banks Goods Station, this image provides an indication 

of the scale of operations at the site xii 
 

 
 

Figure 23: The interior of the Forth Goods Station, taken in about 1930-31. xiii 
 
 

                                                 
xii Northumbrian Railways website - http://www.northumbrian-railways.co.uk/index.php?page=newcastle-forth, 
unknown 
xiii In Tyne and Wear HER, site 8917 
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Figure 24: Plan dating to 1902, detailing the former brewery buildings as ‘Portland Cement Works’ 
 
 
vii. The early 20th century  
 
The early 20th century saw a number of changes at the development site; the construction of new 
offices (currently known as Kings House), the demolition of the brewery/cement works buildings and 
the construction of a warehouse extension to the Forth Banks Goods Station.  
 
Kings House 
 
In 1904 a new goods station office was built at the eastern side of the site, facing onto Forth Banks – 
this is currently known as Kings House (see Appendix E for the 1904 building control plans of the 
office buildings).  This three storey structure (with additional basement level) was possibly designed 
by William Bell, the architect for the North Eastern Railway from 1877 to 1925. xiv   The construction 
of this building involved the demolition of the previous office accommodation which was located to 
the north of the brewery buildings.  
 
The building is of a basic rectangular plan with a protruding half width bay at the northeast corner.  
The basement level housed the less formal space, such as the library, reading room, billiards room, 
committee meeting rooms and writing rooms.  On the ground floor more public areas could be found, 
such as the enquiries office and the receiving office and lobbies.  Here were also larger (presumably 
communal) staff offices, for the invoicing staff and correspondence staff.  The chief clerk also had a 
private office on this floor.  The first floor housed a number of larger drawing offices and a few 
smaller private offices.  The second floor accommodated the clerks offices and additional general 
office space, along with some engineers offices.  The kitchens, mess room and sitting room were 
located on the third floor.    
 

                                                 
xiv RCHME Report on UDC Area and Tyneside 
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Plate 1: Northeast elevation of Kings House. 
Plate 2: Date stone above doorway on northeast elevation of Kings House 

 
King Edward Bridge Approach Viaduct   
 
In 1905 the Goods Station warehouse of 1866 and its associated undercroft were effectively cut in two 
by the construction of the approach viaduct for the King Edward VII Bridge (HER 1010).  The 
approach viaduct truncated the east and south elevations of the Goods Station, sectioning off the 
southeast corner of the station.  The King Edward VII Bridge was designed by Charles A. Harrison for 
the North Eastern Railway and opened in 1906.   
 
A set of building control plans relating dating to 1920 (see Appendix F) show the viaduct truncating 
the office accommodation on the eastern side of the station, as well as the alterations to the elevations.  
The only part of the 1866 Goods station still upstanding is the undercroft facade facing onto Pottery 
Lane, where the truncation of the elevation by the viaduct can be clearly seen (see plates 2 and 3). 
 

      
  

Plate 3: King Edward viaduct truncating the south elevation of the 1866 Forth Banks Goods Station, 
view from west 

Plate 4: King Edward viaduct truncating the south elevation of the 1866 Forth Banks Goods Station, 
view from east 
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Forth Banks Goods Station Warehouse   
 
In 1907 an extension was constructed at the eastern end of the 1866 Goods Station, at the junction of 
Forth Banks and Pottery Lane (HER 8917).  This involved the demolition of the brewery/cement 
works buildings which were formerly located in this position (see Appendix G for the building control 
plans relating to this building). 
 
This building was designed by William Bell and was built by L.G Mouchel’s Company, using the 
Hennebique system.  This was a new technique developed by Francois Hennebique, which involved 
reinforcing concrete using iron bars (see figures 26 and 27).        
 
The ferro-concrete building was of three storeys, in plain but functional neo-classical style.  It had a 
steel framed roof with glazed strips, which was half-hipped at the rear (southwest) of the building.  
The northeast gable onto Forth Banks has a full width pediment defined by wide shallow pilasters.  
The rear gable had four arched openings, the central two of which have later been modified to form a 
larger square headed opening.   
 
The warehouse extension abutted the Goods Station on its northeast corner and the two interconnected 
by means of the existing large arched brickwork openings of the Goods Station; the two central 
openings were formed into one by means of the insertion of a steel lintel and removal of the 
intervening pier.  Trains could run from the Station into the upper floor of the warehouse and vice 
versa.   
 

 
 

Figure 25: 1921 OS map detail, showing the 1904 railway office buildings, Prosser’s 1866 Goods Station 
truncated  by the 1905 King Edward Bridge approach viaduct,  and the later warehouse extension at the 

southeast corner,  at the comer of Forth Banks and Pottery Lane 
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Figure 26: Exterior of the new warehouse at Forth Banks Goods Station, which was built in ferro-concrete 
Figure 27: Interior ground floor of the Forth Banks Goods Station Warehouse xv 

 
viii. The closure of Forth Banks Goods Warehouse 
 
It appears that, at some point in the early 1930s the Forth Banks Goods Warehouse ceased to be used 
for its original purpose and was subdivided and rented out as workshop space.  A set of building 
architect drawings dated to 1933 (see Appendix H) by Hetherington and Wilson Architects and 
Surveyors, for A. N Bibby Esq, detail proposed changes to the lower floor of the building for use as an 
abattoir.  This involved sectioning off two main areas in the warehouse, one at the western end of the 
building surrounded by insulating partitions, one at the eastern end of the building surrounded by 
normal partitions.  The western space enclosed freezers, an air lock, refrigerators, a chill room and a 
curing tank.  There was also an office sectioned off at the far western end of the building.  The eastern 
space enclosed the ‘boning room’, defrosting tanks and the boiler house.     
 
The 1940 OS map shows that the Forth Banks Goods Warehouse had been extended along its northern 
elevation (see figure 28).  These extensions do not appear on any building control plans dating to this 
period and it is therefore unclear what function these extensions served.  These have since been 
demolished.  In addition, the northern elevation of the building (excluding the easternmost end) 
appears to have been replaced, as it is currently constructed from corrugated iron, and thus any 
evidence for these in the form of scars on the northern elevation have been lost.    
 
This map also shows a small entrance building at the access from Forth Banks to the rear of Kings 
House, with a weighing machine located on either side.  These are still evident on the image of this 
area of the site taken in 1962 (see figure 29), however they have since been demolished.   
 
A set of building control plans dated to December 1954 (see Appendix I) detail alterations to the upper 
floors of Forth Banks Goods Warehouse for use as ‘Hog Abattoir and Dressing Hall’ by Empire Bacon 
Curing Co. Ltd Newcastle; these plans were approved in July 1955.  These give details of the 
proposed alterations to the building, including the function of spaces (‘gut room’, ‘dressing hall’ 
drainage, holding pens’).  There appear to have been additional alterations relating to this use of the 
building in 1955; this involved the installation of a flue from the furnace on the southern elevation of 
the building (see Appendix I).      
 
These drawings show that, at this time, the lower floor of the building was occupied by ‘C.W.S Ltd’; 
this was accessed from Pottery Lane.          
 
The use of the building as general workshops continued until relatively recently.   
 

                                                 
xv Images in Tyne and Wear HER, site 8917 
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Figure 28: 1940 OS map detail, showing the northern extension to the Forth Banks Goods Warehouse 
 

 
 

Figure 29: View of the yard area to the NW of Kings House, with entrance building and weighing machines xvi 

                                                 
xvi Northumbrian Railways website - http://www.northumbrian-railways.co.uk/index.php?page=newcastle-forth, 
Brian Johnson 1962 
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ix. Forth Banks Goods Station Closure and Kings House alterations 
 
It appears that in the latter half of the 20th century the amount of goods traffic handled at Forth Banks 
Goods Station began to decrease.  In 1963 sundries, that is less than wagon load traffic, which had 
been handled inside the shed, was transferred to Tyneside Central Freight Depot in Gateshead.   
 
A number of images taken in the early 1960s and 1970s give an impression of the site and interior 
arrangement of space before it was demolished in 1972 (see figures 31-32).  The 1983-4 OS map 
shows the site after the demolition of the Goods Station; the tracks and platforms are still shown, as 
are a number of buildings to the north of the tracks (see figure 33).  The remnants of these platforms 
are still visible today (see plate 5).  The southern end of the eastern elevation, where the Goods Station 
met with the warehouse, was left upstanding.  It seems likely that the eastern elevation was identical in 
style to the western elevation, as the remains of the truncated eastern elevation with arched openings is 
still upstanding, currently forming the west elevation of the warehouse (see plate 6).    
 

 
         
Plate 5: Remnants of platforms from Forth Banks Goods Station, also forming the top of the station undercroft, 

located to the southwest of Kings House 
 

 
 

Figure 30: View of the western end of the Goods Station, shortly before it was demolished in 1972xvii 
                                                 
xvii From ‘Northumbrian Railways’ website: http://www.northumbrian-railways. Co .uk /index. php?page= 
newcastle-forth, unknown photographer  
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Plate 6: view of the western end of the goods warehouse, with the truncated elevation of former 
Goods station visible 

 

    
 

Figures 31 and 32: View of balcony and offices at eastern end of the Goods Station, Brian Johnson 1962xviii 
 
 
A set of architects plans were drawn up in 1989 for the British Railway Board (see Appendix J); these 
detail proposals for the use of the building for the Area Civil Engineers Offices.  These alterations 
generally relate to the subdivision of once large open plan areas.   
 

                                                 
xviii From ‘Northumbrian Railways’ website: http://www.northumbrian-railways. Co .uk /index. php?page= 
newcastle-forth, 
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Figure 33: 1983-4 OS map, showing the site after the demolition of Forth Banks Goods Station 
 

 
 

Figure 34: Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, built c.1907, view from southeast, taken in 2001 xix 

                                                 
xix Images of England, site number 468847, copyright Mr Bob Cottrell 
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3. Assessment and recommendations  
 
From the preceding historical assessment it can be seen that the development site appears to have 
remained largely undeveloped until the industrial period (later half of the 18th century).  Immediately 
before this the area appears to have served largely as communal grazing/recreational ground out-with 
the town walls.  Although there are no finds of prehistoric-medieval date that from within the 
development site, the large amount of activity recorded from the surrounding area suggests that there 
may be the potential for archaeologically significant material to be found within the development site.  
However, the large amount of development on the site from the industrial period onward likely 
involved considerable disturbance to the pre-existing ground.      
 
i. Current site condition 
 
The present condition of the site is as follows.  The former Goods Warehouse at the junction of 
Pottery Lane and Forth Banks is derelict and unoccupied, although there have been some recent 
motoring-related business activity in the lower floors on Pottery Lane.  Debris, such as oil, paint and 
discarded car parts have been left in situ.  This waste material hindered further investigation of this 
structure at this time.  The roof is in a poor condition and parts of the building are covered in 
scaffolding with netting to protect the public from falling masonry. 
 
At present, Kings House is owned by Network Rail; Network Rail uses some of the interior space and 
the remainder is sub-let to a variety of tenants.  The interior is in good condition and, although there 
has been some alterations from the original layout (mainly consisting of subdivisions of formerly large 
open spaces), much of the original design is still visible, particularly in the stairwells.       
 
Most of yard area is used as car parking for Network Rail and the tenants of Kings House. A number 
of lock- up containers at the western elevation of Kings House are currently storing oil and petroleum 
products for the use of Network Rail.   
 

 
 

Plate 7: View of the eastern facades of the former Forth Banks Warehouse and Kings House, fronting onto 
Pottery Lane (taken from the SE) 
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ii. Previous and current impacts 
 
By examining a site plan with all previous developments on the site superimposed, it is possible to see 
the amount of the site which has been affected by previous development works (see figure 35).  It is 
evident that, whilst there has been a large amount of previous development on the site, there does 
appear to be pockets of undeveloped ground.   
 
Based on borehole evidence from the surrounding area (see section 1.iii) it appears likely that there is 
a large amount of made ground within the development area.  There is therefore the potential for the 
presence of contamination within these made ground deposits, derived from past uses such as the 
railway and various industrial uses. 
 
iii. Archaeological potential and recommendations 
 
As discussed in section 3.ii there are pockets of ground on the development site that may not have 
been affected by previous development.  There is also the likelihood of deep deposits of made ground 
on the development site, as suggested by borehole evidence from the surrounding area.   
 
There is a large amount of evidence for prehistoric, roman and medieval activity from the area 
surrounding the development site.  Therefore, depending upon the depth of made ground at the 
development site, there is possibly the potential for medieval and earlier deposits surviving, as these 
may have been protected from industrial and later developments by the depth of overlying made 
ground.   
          
The construction of buildings on the site, in particular the Good Station, would have necessitated an 
amount of landscaping in the area, which likely heavily impacted upon any earlier deposits.  However, 
it is also possible that the creation of made ground in these areas may have preserved pockets of 
previous activity.  In addition, the remains of the pre-existing buildings which may have destroyed 
earlier deposits are in themselves of historic interest.          
 
The current proposed development intends to retain Kings House and the Former Goods Station 
Warehouse, with additional large scale development within the yard area to the rear (west) of Kings 
House.  An access road is also proposed, between the development and the viaduct, which follows the 
curve of the viaduct.   
 
It is therefore suggested that exploratory ground works on the site are subject to archaeological 
monitoring, as this would provide an opportunity to investigate the nature of deposited material on the 
site and assess the potential for the survival of archaeological remains preserved in situ.  For example, 
it may provide the opportunity to identify any evidence for medieval and earlier occupation evidence 
on the site, as well as locating the foundations of now-demolished structures which were present in the 
yard area, including parts of the brewery buildings, the Towenley Coal and Coke Depot and the 
Newcastle and Carlisle Goods Shed.  It is suggested that any potentially significant material revealed 
as part of the monitoring works be recorded through a photographic and written record.   
  
The archaeological monitoring of ground breaking works would therefore allow an assessment of the 
nature of any potentially significant archaeological material on the site and thus provide information 
on which to base any further archaeological mitigation strategies.  If any potentially significant 
archaeological material was uncovered during the monitoring of exploratory works, it may be the case 
that further archaeological mitigation would be required.    
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Figure 35: Extent of previous development on the site 
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Appendix A: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control Plans 
 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866 foundation plan, North Easter Railway (N.E.R) ref. 126 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866 foundation drainage plan, N.E.R ref 127 



 
  

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, cellars, N.E.R ref 128 



 
  

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, cellars, N.E.R ref 129 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, cellar plan, N.E.R ref 130 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, cellar plan and section, N.E.R ref 131 



 
 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, part elevations and section drawing, N.E.R ref 150 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, 1866, cellars, elevations and details, N.E.R ref 152 



 
 

Forth Banks Warehouse, Cellar groining details, N.E.R ref 18? 



 
 
 Forth Banks Goods Warehouse site plan, N.E.R ref186 



 
 

N.E.R Block Plan of the Warehouses to be built at Forth Banks, 1866 
 
 



 
  

Plan of the Warehouse No. 1 to be built at Forth Banks, 1866 

 
Detail of offices in Warehouse 1 (northeast and southeast respectively) 



 

 
Interior elevation and section of Warehouse No. 1  to be built at Forth Banks, 1866 



 
 

Elevation and section of Warehouse No. 1 to be built at Forth Banks, 1866, elevation facing Pottery Lane 



Appendix B: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control 
Plans for Warehouse No. 2 
 

 
 

1866 Building control plan, showing location of planned 
Warehouse No. 2 at Forth Banks 



 
 

 1866 Building control plan of proposed Warehouse No. 2 at Forth Banks 
 



 
 

1866 Building control plans of proposed Warehouse No. 2 at Forth Banks 
 

 
 

 



Appendix C: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control 
Plans,1872-3 detail drawings 
 

 
 

Forth Banks Good Warehouse, arch details, N.E.R ref 188 



 
 

Forth Banks Good Warehouse, arch details, N.E.R ref 189 



 
 

Forth Banks Good Warehouse, arch details, N.E.R ref 190 



 
 

Forth Banks Good Warehouse, arch details, N.E.R ref 191 



 
 

Forth Banks Good Warehouse, arches west of warehouse, N.E.R ref 192 



Appendix D: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control 
Plans,1891 proposed western extension to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse 
 

 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, foundation and drainage plan,  
N.E.R ref 101 



 

 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, plan, section and elevations, 
 N.E.R ref 162 



 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, plan of new offices at west end of 
warehouse, N.E.R ref 163 



 
 

 Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, roof plan, N.E.R ref 164 
 



 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, elevations, N.E.R ref 165 



 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, elevations, N.E.R ref 166 



 
Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, elevations, N.E.R ref 167 



 
Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, elevations, N.E.R ref 168 



 
 

Proposed western addition to Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, detail of Arch 3, N.E.R ref 225 
 



Appendix E: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control Plans, 
1904 Goods Offices 
  

 
 

Goods Office, Plans, N.E.R ref 251 
 



 
 

Goods Office, Plans, N.E.R ref 252 
 



 
 

Goods Office, Plans, N.E.R ref 253 



 

 
 

Goods Office, Plans, N.E.R ref 254 



 
 

Goods Office, elevations, N.E.R ref 255 



 
 

Goods Office, elevations, N.E.R ref 256 
 



 
 

Goods Office, elevations, N.E.R ref 257 



 
 

Goods Office, elevations, N.E.R ref 258 



 
 

Goods Office, sections and details, N.E.R ref 259 



 

 
 

Goods Office, sections and details, N.E.R ref 260 
 
 



 
 

Goods Office, sections and details, N.E.R ref 262 
 



 
 

Goods Office, sections and details, N.E.R ref 261 
 



Appendix F: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control 
Plans of 1920 
 

 
  
1920 drawing of the Forth Banks site, detailing  the 1866 Goods station with later dissecting viaduct, 

1904 offices and 1907 warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 199 



 
 

1920 drawing of the Forth Banks site, detailing  the 1866 Goods station with later dissecting viaduct, 
1904 offices and 1907 warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 200 



Appendix G: Forth Banks Goods Station, North Eastern Railway Building Control Plans 
1907, Warehouse  
 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 269 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 270 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 271 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 272 
 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 273 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 274 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 15 



 
 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 16 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 17 
 



 
 
 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 18 
 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 19 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 20 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 21 
 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 22 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 35 



 
 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 35 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 36 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 63 
 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 64 



 

 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 65 



 
 

Forth Banks Goods Station, Warehouse extension, N.E.R ref 67 



 
 

 
 
 Cellar accommodation, N.E.R ref 66 



 
  
 
 

Architects drawings – William Bell 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Architects drawings – William Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix H: 1933 Building control plans relating to the conversion of the Forth 
Banks Goods Warehouse 
 

 
1993 plan for alterations to Goods Warehouse 

 
 
 
 



 
 

1993 section  for alterations to Goods Warehouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

1933 plan of Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, west end 
 

 
 



 
 

 
1933 plan of Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, east end 

 
 



Appendix I: Forth Banks Goods Warehouse, plans and elevations for change of 
use, 1954-5 
 

 
Drawing no. 45551, 1954, approved 1955 

 
 
 



 

 
Drawing no. 45551, 1954, approved 1955 

 



 
 

 
Drawing no. 45551, 1954, approved 1955 

 
 
 



 

 
Drawing no. 45551, 1954, approved 1955 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Drawing no. 45803, 1955 



 
Drawing no. 45803, 1955 

 



Appendix J: 1989 plans of Kings House, for conversion to Area Civil Engineers 
Office 
 

 
 

Ground floor plan 



 
First  floor plan 



 
Second floor plan 



 
Third floor plan 
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TYNE AND WEAR SPECIALIST CONSERVATION TEAM 
 

Specification for an Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of a site on 
Forth Banks, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 
Introduction 
 
The above site is proposed for a new Newcastle Area Command 
Headquarters for Northumbria Police. This will probably include a new build 
element with a fifty cell custody suite at basement level.  
 
The site lies within the Central Conservation Area (HER 11378).  
 
The site includes the Forth Banks Goods Station Warehouse, which is listed 
grade 2. The proposed development will retain and convert the listed building.  
 
HER 8917 
Includes: Goods station warehouse, now general workshops. c1910. 
Designed by William Bell (architect for the North Eastern Railway from 1877 
to 1923), for the North Eastern Railway Co., engineer LG Mouchel of 
Hennebique, using patent ferro-concrete, steel-framed roof with glazed strips 
and boarded rear gable. Simplified Classical style. EXTERIOR: 3 storeys, 4 
windows x 3-2 storeys, 14 windows. This building, an imposing structure 
faced with brick and terracotta. North-east front to Forth Banks has full-width 
pediment on 4 panels defined by wide shallow pilasters, with first floor cornice 
and top entablature. Renewed metal roller shutter to vehicle entrance at right 
under flat lintel and wide overlight; small 3-light window above has slightly 
projecting sill and lintel. Similar treatment to mullion and transom windows, on 
ground floor with 6 lights, on first floor with 6 lights below and 3 lights above 
concrete transom, and top floor with 6 lights. Pediment has wide surround 
which merges with similar surround to central slatted oeil-de-boeuf. Roof half 
hipped at rear; full length lights and rear boarded gablet. Left return to Pottery 
Lane in similar style has 14 windows, 6 windows to right on 3 storeys, 8 
windows to left on 2 storeys. Rear elevation, only partly visible, has 4 arches 
at upper level with stone imposts and keystones; shared pier removed from 
central pair. North-west wing 2 storey with 2 windows. Similar construction 
and materials, with raised  corrugated-iron roof structure of unknown function. 
INTERIOR: not inspected. 
 
The site also includes King’s House, which is an attractive turn-of-the-
twentieth-century brick building. This too will be retained.  
 
The listed goods station warehouse replaced a much larger goods station 
which had extensive subterranean vaults which extend into the land to the 
immediate west of the listed building. The vaults may need to be in-filled to 
take the weight of crane bases during construction.  
 
HER 4321 Forth Banks Goods Station 
The completion of the Newcastle and Carlisle line came about with the 
construction of Central Station in 1850.  The Forth area was given over to 
goods traffic with a shed built on the site which opened on 2nd June 1854.  
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The shed was demolished during the building of the present Forth Goods 
Station which opened on 3rd March 1871.  From the 1870s all Newcastle 
goods traffic was handled on this site.  As well as the goods station there 
were three yards called the Infirmary Yard, Old Dock Yard and Victoria Yard.  
A number of buildings were built on the Victoria Yard, one of which was an 
engine shed {2}.  The single most important piece of railway architecture of 
the 1860s in the area was the North Eastern Railway's Forth Banks Goods 
Station, designed by Thomas Prosser in 1866.  The new goods station 
opened for freight in 1871, replacing a small goods shed of the former 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway (one of the companies which amalgamated in 
1854 to form the North Eastern Railway).  Prosser gave the massive goods 
shed a pair of long, curved iron framed roofs with arched heads reminiscent 
of Dobson's Central Station and similar to the roof Prosser, himself, designed 
for York Station in the following decade.  All that now survives of the goods 
shed is the undercroft, the south face of which is a sandstone wall pierced by 
arch headed openings.  In 1904 a new goods station office was built at the 
end end of the site, facing onto Forth Banks (HER 8917).  The following year 
Prosser's goods shed was cut in two by the building of the approach viaduct 
to the King Edward Bridge.  Shortly afterwards it was extended to the east by 
the addition of a smaller, three storeyed shed built alongside the new goods 
station offices.  This shed, which is a ferro-concrete building in a plain but 
functional neo-classical style, was built by L.G. Mouchel's Hennebique 
Company to a design by Bell {2}. 
 
The site is disturbed by a main drain 900mm x 1500mm (possibly the re-
routed Skinner Burn) a subway access culvert and walkways/tunnels.  
 
HER 11104 Skinner Burn 
Runs down Bath Lane from just south of Corporation Street, then west of 
Clayton Street West, curves round the site of the old abbattoir, and down east 
edge of Forth Banks into the Tyne. Charleton (1885) described the Skinner 
Burn as "a small runner of water a few yards west of Westgate, which divided 
the counties of Northumberland and Newcastle… [it] rose near Pitt Lane 
(Spring Gardens), at the top of Bath Lane, and ran into the Tyne at the foot of 
Forth Banks". It also divided Newcastle and Elswick. The burn is clearly 
shown with numbered boundary stones on Hutton's map of 1770 and Oliver's 
map of 1844. In the eighteenth century the Skinner Burn became an early 
centre of industrial activity with glass houses, lime kilns, a large brewery, 
pottery and foundry. Housing grew up around these concerns, but conditions 
for residents were unpleasant, one local historian describing the burn as "little 
better than an evil smelling sewer". The Skinner Burn was culverted between 
1840 and 1859. You can still see a small outlet in the river wall. 
 
HER 11236 Skinner Burn, log-boat 
Log boat cut from a single oak, length 4.8m, width 1.2m. Dredged from the 
Tyne in January 1869. 
 
Prior to the construction of the goods station warehouse, a brewery and coal 
depot occupied the eastern part of the site.  
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HER 4895 Forth Banks Brewery 
William Potter & Co. were 'beer and porter brewers' here from 1787. Baillie's 
directory of 1801 lists the business as Messrs Potter, Langhorn & Co. in 
Skinnergate. In 1818 they also had a brewery at Swalwell with Robert Jobling 
and Cresswell Jobling, trustees of Margaret Jobling and Addison Langhorn 
Potter. William Potter and Addison Langhorn Potter ran the business from 
then on. Shown on Oliver 1831. The last directory entry for the Newcastle 
Brewery is 1844. A 'Malthouse' is still shown on the site on OS 1879 25" 
edition. Gone by at least 1940. 
 
HER 5062 Towneley Coal and Coke Depot  
Shown on 1st edition Ordnance Survey map. 
 
The site is thus of industrial archaeological interest.  
 
The site lies some 300m outside the medieval town walls and 400m south of 
Hadrian’s Wall.  
 
In accordance with PPG16 and UDP policy C4.2 
 
WHERE A PROPOSAL MAY AFFECT A SITE OR AREA OF 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST, THE DEVELOPER WILL BE REQUIRED 
TO SUBMIT AN APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT OF ITS POTENTIAL 
IMPACT UPON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS AND WHERE 
NECESSARY UNDERTAKE AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD EVALUATION 
{Newcastle City Council, Unitary Development Plan 1998} 
 
 a Desk Top Assessment is required to appraise the likelihood that important 
archaeological deposits survive on the site, and assess the impact on those 
deposits by construction work associated with the proposed development. It 
will make recommendations for further archaeological work required. 
 
The assessment must be carried out by a suitably qualified and experienced 
archaeological organisation. The purpose of this brief is to obtain tenders for 
this work. The report must be the definitive record for deposition in the Tyne 
and Wear HER. 
 
Waring and Netts (now Space) have already undertaken a considerable 
amount of research on this site. The client will provide the appointed 
archaeologist with a copy of all the plans and maps which Waring and Netts 
collated to prevent duplication of effort.  
 
Research Aims and Objectives 

The assessment should make reference to Regional and Thematic Research 
Frameworks. 

The North-East Regional Research Framework for the Historic Environment 
(2006) notes the importance of research as a vital element of development-
led archaeological work. It sets out key research priorities for all periods of the 
past allowing commercial contractors to demonstrate how their fieldwork 
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relates to wider regional and national priorities for the study of archaeology 
and the historic environment. The aim of NERRF is to ensure that all fieldwork 
is carried out in a secure research context and that commercial contractors 
ensure that their investigations ask the right questions.  

See http://www.algao.org.uk/Association/England/Regions/ResFwks.htm 

Ideally and where possible the evaluation should cross-reference its aims and 
objectives to national priorities, defined in SHAPE (Strategic Frameworks for 
Historic Environment Activities and Programmes in English Heritage), and the 
English Heritage Research Agenda 2005-2010.  

Where appropriate note any similar nationwide projects using ADS, internet 
search engines, ALSF website, HEEP website, OASIS, NMR excavation 
index.  

All work must be carried out in compliance with the codes of practice of the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists and must follow the IFA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Desk Based Assessment, revised September 
2001 

www.archaeologists.net  

 
Archaeological Brief 
 
1. The Assessment must inform the planning authority of the 
archaeological and historical importance of the site.   
 
2. The following sources must be consulted: 
 
Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record, West Chapel, Jesmond Old 
Cemetery, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 1NL (0191 2816117 or 
jennifer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk). An appointment must be made.  
Archaeological contractors are advised that there is a search fee payable for 
consulting the HER (Access and Pricing Policy available on request). 
Contractors visiting the HER in person and conducting their own research will 
be charged the basic search fee of £50 plus photocopying costs. 
 
The County Industrial Archaeologist, Ian Ayris must be consulted on any 
industrial aspects of the Assessment (tel. 0191 2777190 or email 
ian.ayris@newcastle.gov.uk) 
 
Please note - Tyne and Wear is a modern county. The area was formerly 
divided between County Durham and Northumberland. Archive sources for 
Tyne and Wear are therefore spread between Tyne and Wear Archives, 
County Durham Record Office, Northumberland Museum and Archives and 5 
district local studies libraries.  
 
Northumberland Museum and Archives at Woodhorn, Queen Elizabeth II 
Country Park, Ashington NE63 9YF (open Wed-Sun) 01670 528041 – mostly 
holds records for Newcastle and North Tyneside but does hold some records 
relating to those districts south of the River Tyne and has a lot of mining 
records.  
 
Tyne and Wear Archives at Blandford House, Blandford Square, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE1 4JA (tel. 0191 2326789 ext 407)  
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Amongst other items they hold Building Control Plans for Tyne and Wear 
which provide useful information on the location of cellars or basements or 
other features which may have destroyed or truncated archaeological 
deposits. The location of the cellars or areas of disturbance must be marked 
on a plan in the finished report.  
 
Durham Record Office, County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL (tel. 0191 3833253) – 
mostly holds records for Gateshead, Sunderland and South Tyneside but 
does hold some records relating to those districts north of the River Tyne and 
has a lot of mining records. Visitors must make an appointment. Closed on 
Fridays. www.durham.gov.uk/recordoffice  
 
Newcastle City Library local studies section, Princess Square, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE99 1DX 
Along with historic photographs, newspaper articles and more the library 
holds Charles Goad Fire Insurance Plans for the City Centre which provide 
useful information on destructive cellars but also the function and layout of 
historic buildings. 
 
National Monuments Record, Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2GZ (tel. 01793 
414600) 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/NMR 
www.pastscape.org.uk – publicly accessible online version of the NMR 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/viewfinder - online picture resource of NMR’s 
photographic collections 
 
and any other local resource with relevant information.  
 
Useful Websites: 
 
www.twsitelines.info - not to be used instead of visiting the HER in person 
because it is only updated every six months and does not include event 
data/grey literature reports 
 
http://local.live.co.uk – aerial photographic coverage 
 
http://museums.ncl.ac.uk/archive/index 
 
www.sine.ncl.ac.uk 
 
www.beamishcollections.com – building and street photographic collection 
 
www.helm.org.uk 
 
www.wellinever.info 
 
www.tynesidelifeandtimes.org.uk 
 
www.magic.gov.uk/website/magic/ 
 
www.tomorrows-history.com 
 
www.dur.ac.uk/picturesinprint/ 
 
www.nemlac.co.uk – North East Museums Libraries & Archives Council 
 
www.collectbritain.co.uk/galleries - Grimm’s sketches of C18 Northumberland 
and Durham 
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www.newcastle.gov.uk/SOPNE - images of the NE region  
 
www.neemark.com - collection of mining archives based at Murray 
Library, Sunderland University 
 
www.dmm.org.uk – Durham Mining Museum 
 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.9596 - database of all English 
Heritage Department reports completed since 2006 
 
Documentary Sources 
 
All relevant documentary sources relating to the vicinity must be consulted 
and synthesised within the report (and images copied if copyright allows this), 
including: 
 

• local history books 
• journals 
• papers 
• documents 
• county histories 
• trade directories 
• census returns 
• council minutes 
• court rolls 
• wills 
• newspaper cuttings 
• historic photographs and postcards 
• prints and engravings   

 
Cartographic Sources 
 
All relevant cartographic sources relating to the vicinity must be consulted and 
synthesised within the report (and copied if copyright allows this), including: 
 

• historic mapping 
• archive plans 
• building control plans 
• surveys 
• Goad Insurance Plans 
• estate plans 
• tithe maps  
• OS mapping – all editions first to present 

 
For Newcastle and Gateshead City Centre the following maps or plans must 
be included in the report: 
 
Unknown, c.1590, Bird’s eye view of Newcastle, Cotton Manuscript 
John Speed 1611, Plan of Newcastle (engraved in corner of map of 
Northumberland)  
J. Astley 1638-9 
A Plan of Newcastle engraved for the Rev. Henry Bourne 1736 (after James 
Corbridge 1725) in History of Newcastle upon Tyne  
M. Beckman, 1684, copied for the Board of Ordnance, 1742 
I. Thompson 1746 
Charles Hutton, 1770, A Plan of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead  
Beilby 1788 TWAS 
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L.K. Kidd 1802 
Roper & Cole 1808  
John Wood, 1827, Plan of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead 
Thomas Oliver 1830, 1831 and/or 1842, 1844, 1851 Plan of Newcastle upon 
Tyne and Gateshead 
John Tallis, c.1851, Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Geological bedrock and drift mapping 
 
Geological bedrock and drift mapping for the area must be analysed.  
 
Listed buildings and Conservation Areas 
Information on nearby listed buildings and Conservation Areas must be 
included and is available from the HER. 
 
3. The Assessment must describe the land-use history of this part of 
Newcastle and assess the probability that archaeological deposits survive on 
this plot 
 
4. The Assessment must describe the geology, topographic position, soil 
type and drainage of the site, using geological and soil survey maps. The 
report must make reference to the anticipated preservation conditions likely to 
be encountered on the site, especially relating to variables affecting the 
preservation of biological or organic remains.  
 
5. The archaeological contractor must make at least one site visit and the 
finished Assessment will briefly describe the current condition of the site. Site 
photographs must be included in the finished report.  
 
6. The archaeological contractor will assess the impact of the proposed 
development on archaeological deposits by analysing the plans and 
foundation designs (where available) for the proposed new building. The 
commissioning client will provide copies of available plans.  
 
The Assessment Report 
 
The Assessment report must contain and synthesise the results of the 
analysis of all the sources mentioned above. As far as possible, all maps 
shown should be at the same scale, to assist in comparing maps of different 
date and scale, ideally as overlays on a modern base-map, although 
highlighted enlargements may be used to facilitate the addition of extra 
annotation. 
 
The report must include a catalogue/gazeteer of features of archaeological or 
historical interest within or close to the study area. Their location must be 
shown on a site plan. This must include all sites of interest, not just those 
currently included in the HER.  
 
A final section of the report should consist of recommendations (in the opinion 
of the consultant, after assessing all evidence available at the present time) 
about the type, scale and location of any future archaeological work needed 
to locate and record historic buildings or archaeological deposits suspected 
on the site. If evaluation is recommended then the finished report will include 
a site plan showing the scale and location of suggested trial trenches.  
 
 The report must have the following features:- 
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1. Site location plan and grid reference 
2. List of all sources consulted, and their location  
3. Details of field visits undertaken by the consultant 
4. Site photographs 
5. Geology of site 
6. Period by period discussion of site history and development 
7. Historic map regression 
8. Copies of any relevant archive plans and historic photographs 
9. Brief discussion of the potential of the site in relation to NERRF, EH 

research agenda and other relevant agenda 
10. A card cover with title, date, author, consultant organisation and 

commissioning client   
11. Some form of binding which allows easy copying of the report 
12. Copy of this specification 
 
Three paper copies of the report need to be submitted: 
 

• one for the commissioning client plus a copy on CD 
 
• one for the planning authority (Newcastle City Council) plus a copy on 

CD – to be submitted formally by the developer with the appropriate 
fee 

 
• and one for deposition in the County HER. A digital copy of the report 

on CD is also required by the HER – to be sent with the paper report 
but not attached to it. The report and CD for the HER must be sent 
by the archaeological consultant directly to the address below. If 
the report is sent via the planning department, every page of the 
report will be stamped with the planning application number 
which ruins the illustrations. Also the HER is often sent a 
photocopy instead of a bound colour original which is not 
acceptable.   

 
OASIS 
 
The Tyne and Wear County Archaeologist supports the Online Access to the 
Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) project. This project aims to 
provide an online index/access to the large and growing body of 
archaeological grey literature, created as a result of developer-funded 
fieldwork.  
 
The archaeological contractor is therefore required to register with OASIS and 
to complete the online OASIS form for their desk based assessment at 
http://www.oasis.ac.uk/. Please ensure that tenders for this work takes into 
account the time needed to complete the form.   
 
Once the OASIS record has been completed and signed off by the HER and 
NMR the information will be incorporated into the English Heritage Excavation 
Index, hosted online by the Archaeology Data Service.  
 
The ultimate aim of OASIS is for an online virtual library of grey literature to 
be built up, linked to the index. The unit therefore has the option of uploading 
their grey literature report as part of their OASIS record, as a Microsoft Word 
document, rich text format, pdf or html format. The grey literature report will 
only be mounted by the ADS if both the unit and the HER give their 
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agreement. The grey literature report will be made available through a library 
catalogue facility.  
 
Please ensure that you and your client understand this procedure. If you 
choose to upload your grey literature report please ensure that your client 
agrees to this in writing to the HER at the address below.  
 
For general enquiries about the OASIS project aims and the use of the form 
please contact: Mark Barratt at the National Monuments Record (tel. 01793 
414600 or oasis@english-heritage.org.uk). For enquiries of a technical nature 
please contact: Catherine Hardman at the Archaeology Data Service (tel. 
01904 433954 or oasis@ads.ahds.ac.uk). Or contact the Tyne and Wear 
Archaeology Officer at the address below.  
 
Jennifer Morrison 
Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer 
West Chapel 
Jesmond Old Cemetery 
Jesmond Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE2 1NL 
Tel (0191) 2816117 
jennifer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk 
 
If you need this information in another format or language, please 
contact Jennifer Morrison at the above address.  
 
Ref: Forth Banks Goods Station  
9

th
 June 2009 

Planning Application: pre-application 
 
 
For HER use only: 
Quality control 
 
Sources used: 
□ Northumberland Record Office 
□ Tyne and Wear Archives 
□ Newcastle City Library Local Studies 
□ Durham Record Office 
□ local library 
□ Special collections, Palace Green 
□ HER 
□ Building Control Plans 
□ Goad Insurance plans 
□ Conservation Officer 
□ APs 
 
Report content: 
□ site location plan 
□ grid reference 
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□ use of documentary sources (books/journals/papers/county 
histories/trade directories/court rolls/census returns/documents etc) 

□ use of cartographic sources (estate maps/tithe/archive plans/OS) 
□ land-use history 
□ historic photographs/drawings/engravings 
□ geology 
□ anticipated preservation conditions 
□ evidence of site visit and site photograph 
□ listed buildings and Conservation Areas 
□ map regression 
□ plan of cellars/areas of disturbance 
□ catalogue and plan 
□ impact of proposed development 
□ recommendations 
□ trench location plan 
□ CD 
□ OASIS form 




