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Preface 

Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as complete 
a summary as possible within the terms of the specification. All statements and 
opinions in this document are offered in good faith. Albion Archaeology cannot accept 
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by a third 
party, or for any loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made 
upon the basis o.ffacts or opinions expressed in this document. 

This report has been prepared by Gary Edmondson (Project Officer) and Jackie Wells 
(Artefacts Officer), The archaeological evaluation was undertaken by fan Beswick, 
assisted by Lawrence Coalter, Teresa Hawtin, Fete Sprenger and Adrian Woo/mer. 
The project was under the overall management of Drew Shotli.ff (Project Manager), 
Joan Lightning (CAD Technician) produced all the figures. 

Albion Archaeology would like to acknowledge the assistance of the staff of Stringer & 
Jones, particularly Mr T Stringer, Mr M Edwards (surveyor) and the Assistant County 
Archaeological Officer L-A Mather. 

Albion Archaeology 
St Mary's Church 
St Mwy 's Street 
Bedford, MK42 OAS 
~· 01234 294004 
Fax: 01234 294008 
e-mail: office@albion-arch.com 

241
h October 2003 

Structure of the Report 

After the introductory Section I, a summary of the recorded archaeological remains in 
the vicinity of the present site is presented in Section 2. The results of the trial 
excavation are discussed in Section 3, followed by a brief conclusion (Section 4). 

Key Terms 

Throughout this report the following terms or abbreviations are used: 

Albion Albion Archaeology 
(formerly Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service) 

Client Stringer+ Jones for Matrix Medical Ltd. 

GPS Global Positioning System 

IFA Institute of Field Archaeologists 

ACAO Assistant County Archaeological Officer 

Procedures Manual Procedures Manual Volume I Fieldwork, 2nd Edition 2001. 
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Non-Technical Summary 

Albion Archaeology was commissioned by Stringer+ Jones on behalf of Matrix Medical Ltd., 
to undertake the archaeological evaluation of approximately 2. 3 hectares of land situated on 
the south-eastern outskirts of Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. The site is located within the valley 
of the River !vel, centred on National Grid Reference TL (5/2) 2050 4410. Topographically 
the site occupies gently sloping ground close to the eastern side of the !vel valley at c.38m 
above Ordnance Datum. The geology of the site consists of glacial gravels and boulder clay 
above the Lower Greens and. 

The study has been occasioned by an enquiry prior to the submission of a planning 
application to Mid Bedfordshire District Council, for the erection of a medical centre. In 
response to a Brief produced by Bedfordshire County Council's Assistant County 
Archaeological Officer (Brief for the Archaeological Field Evaluation of Land East of Sa< on 
Drive, Bigg/eswade, Bedfordshire, version I; 24'h June 2003), Albion produced a Project 
Design detailing the scope and methodology of the investigation. 

In order to assess the impact of the proposed development, it is necessary to determine the 
archaeological potential of I he site. To achieve this, a program of trial excavation has been 
undertaken. A combination of the resulls of previous investigations in the area immediately to 
the west and information from aerial photographs were utilised to devise a trenching strategy. 
Trial excavation was undertaken belween 3"1and 16'h September 2003 in a period of generally 
dry, bright weather conditions. At the time of the evaluation the land had recently been 
harvested, with only the area north of the surface drain having been ploughed and harrowed. 

The site is located within an extensive Samn, medieval and post-medieval settlement, which 
has been the focus of archaeological investigation since the 1990s. Traces of earlier of 
occupation have also been revealed on the site. 

The evaluation has identified a continuation of the archaeological features of the medieval 
selllement revealed in the area to the west. This includes the eastern half of a moat and a 
series of ditches which appear to define elements of enclosure systems. Associated activity 
includes cobbled surfaces and substantial pits, which contained a variety of artefacts mostly 
dating to the 12'• -15'h centuries. In contrast, the northern half of the site contained a small 
quantity of Iron Age artefacts as well as extensive Roman activity including pits, ditches and a 
variety of surfaces including both cobbling and fine me/a/ling. An extensive assemblage of 
Roman artefacts was recovered from these deposits which included ceramic building material, 
animal bone and a variety of pottery types including, regional imports dating mostly to 2nd-
3r'' centuries AD. 

The evaluation has revealed well preserved remains of both Roman and medieval date. The 
presence of Roman features is significant as this is the first time that a focus of Roman activity 
has been identified in the area The preservation of the archaeological remains was variable 
across the site. However, the presence of insubstantial features such as surfaces and 
postholes, which are vulnerable to truncations, indicates that at/east areas of good 
preservation survive. These areas contain traces of structural activity including tracks/yards 
and possible buildings. 

Traces of Iron Age activity and the Roman focus have the potential to address issues 
concerning the origin and evolution of the settlement. These are general issues identified both 
in national and regional research agendas. The continuation of the medieval settlement will 
allow examination of the eastern margin of the settlement, which appears to undergo 
modification over time, possible due to changes in the local water table. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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The site archive, which contains all records of the project (Project number HCB 916), is 
currently held at St Mary 's Church. It will eventually be transferred to Bedford Museum, 
under Accession Number BED FM /9911218, the general Strallon number. 

It is essential that the above summary is read in conjunction with the main body of the 
report, 

Land East of Sax on Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
Albion Archaeology was commissioned by Stringer+ Jones on behalf of their 
client Matrix Medical Ltd., to undertake pre-application archaeological 
evaluation of approximately 2.3 hectares of land situated on the south-eastern 
margin ofBiggleswade, centred on OS gird reference TL (5/2) 2050 4410. The 
site is located to the east of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, beyond a belt of trees 
(Figure 1 ). 

The(Assistant@nunty )Archaeological Officer (ACAO) of Bedfordshire County 
Council (BCC) advised that the area being considered for the development is in a 
potentially archaeologically sensitive location. The Brief' issued by the Heritage 
and Environment Section, stated that further information, to be acquired through 
archaeological evaluation, was required on the archaeological impact of the 
proposed development, in order to determine any planning application and to 
allow an appropriate mitigation strategy to be developed. A Project Design2 for 
the archaeological evaluation was prepared by Albion Archaeology, being 
approved by the ACAO on 2nd September 2003. 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
In plan the site has a rectangular form extending 215m north-south by I 06m 
wide, situated in the south-east corner of a field bounded by a track to the south 
and east and Sax on Drive, a short distance to the west (Figure I). In the north 
ofthe site a wide surface drainage ditch divides the area into two blocks. Farm 
buildings and associated hard standing occupy the extreme south-eastern corner 
of the site. The western margin of the site comprises a linear belt of trees, 
which extends to the highway boundary for Saxon Drive. This area was the 
subject of an archaeological excavation prior to planting. The rest of the area 
beyond the buildings and tree belt, c.l.6 hectares in extent, was under arable 
cultivation immediately prior to the evaluation. 

1.3 Landform, Geology and Soils 
The site lies on the eastern side of the valley of the River !vel, which flows some 
2km to the west. In this area the valley side is gentle, attaining a maximum 
elevation of approximately SOm. A series of tributaries of the I vel dissect the 
valley side. Within the site the land is fairly level at c.36m above Ordnance 
Datum. The areas north and south of the surface drain are characterised by 
slightly contrasting topography, with the northern area being at the base of a 
slope, with the ground rising to the north beyond the site. To the south of the 
drain the ground gently slopes down to the east, towards a watercourse orientated 
roughly north-south. In the eastern part of this area several wide, shallow linear 
depressions are just discernable, sloping down to the east. The form and 
dimensions of these features indicate that they are likely to be natural in origin. 
The geology of the site consists of glacial gravels and boulder clay above the 
Lower Greensand. 

1 Bedfordshire County Council2003 Brief for the Archaeological Field Evaluation of Land East of 
Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire version I; 24'h June 2003. 
2 Albion Archaeology 2003 Land East ofSaxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire Project Design for 
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Report No. 2002/31 
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2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL OF THE AREA 

2.1 Introduction 
To gain an indication of the archaeological potential of the landscape surrounding 
the site, a rapid examination of known archaeological remains in the vicinity was 
undertaken (Figure 2). 

2.2 Previous Archaeological Investigations 
The adjacent area is the site of the deserted Saxon and medieval settlement of 
Stratton, being recorded on the Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER 
518). For over a decade archaeological investigations have been undertaken as 
an integrated part of the scheme for the Stratton Residential Development Area 
(SRDA). ln the area immediately bounding the present site, excavations 
undertaken by Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service in 1991 to the south 
and subsequently by Albion Archaeology to the west in the tree belt (2001) 
revealed extensive Saxon, medieval and early post-medieval features and 
deposits. The large medieval moat and sequential enclosures investigated during 
these excavations continue into the present site. The excavations also revealed 
evidence for prehistoric and Roman activity in the vicinity. 

2.3 Historic Maps 
Several boundaries or enclosures within the site are delimited by lines of trees 
depicted on the 1884 Ordnance Survey Map. It would appear that at least some 
of these alignments of trees define old boundaries, as they have a similar 
alignment to linear cropmark, though there is an east-west discrepancy in the 
location (Figure 2). 

2.4 Aerial Photographs 
Aerial photographs of the site define a series of cropmarks, which are visible as 
differential vegetation growth (Figure 2 yellow features). In the area south of the 
surface drain, these features appears as dark linear bands, mostly aligned east
north-east to west-south-west. The eastern continuation of the moat is visible as 
a wide dark band. These features would appear to be ditches defining elements 
of enclosures, which may be associated with the moat. 

In the area to the north of the surface drain several linear cropmarks appear as 
lighter bands of vegetation, orientated roughly north-west to south-east. It is not 
clear if these are variations in the underlying geology. 

2.5 Summary 
In the area south of the surface drain, the cropmarks appear to define the 
continuation of ditches investigated in the area immediately to the west, 
suggesting that the enclosure systems extended across the present site to the 
eastern margin. In the area north of the surface drain the cropmarks are 
significantly different to those in the south. It is not clear if these are the result of 
variations in the geological stratum in this area. Large pits or ponds in the area 
immediately to the west, within the tree belt, make it difficult to interpret the 
archaeological potential of this area. Based on the available evidence 
archaeological deposits can be expected to extend across the majority ofthe 
present site. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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3. TRIAL EXCAVATION 

3.1 Introduction 
The trial excavation strategy was approved by the ACAO on 2nd September 2003. 
A total of 11 trenches were opened (Figure 1), with the objectives of the 
individual trenches listed in Appendix 1. The evaluation was undertaken 
between 3'd and 16'h September 2003. 

3.2 Methodology 

• The trenches were opened using a JCB mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.6m 
toothless bucket. The operation of this machine was supervised by an 
experienced archaeologist. 

• The trenches were set out using differential GPS to ensure accurate location. 
• Overburden was removed by machine down to the top of the uppermost 

archaeological deposit or the undisturbed geological stratum, whichever, was 
encountered first. 

• Each trench was issued a unique block of numbers for recording purposes, 
commencing with Trench 1. 

• All spoil was scanned by eye for artefacts. 
• Backfilling of the trenches only occurred after the ACAO had inspected them. 

All archaeological and geological deposits (contexts) were assigned an individual 
number in a single sequence, commencing at (lOO). Numbers in brackets within 
the text refer to the context number issued on site. Within this report context 
numbers referring to cut features are expressed (* *], layers or deposits within cut 
features are expressed (**). 

Each trench was issued with a unique block of numbers. For example (200) 
identifies ploughsoil in Trench 2 and (818] identifies the construction cut for a 
ditch in Trench 8. Details of all contexts are listed in Appendix 2. 

3.3 Results of the Trial Excavation 
The results of the evaluation will be discussed according to the contrast in the 
density, nature and apparent dating of the features between the northern and 
southern areas of the site (Figure 3 and 4). The features are dated by the pottery 
and ceramic building material (such as brick and tile) recovered from their fills. 
On Figures 3 and 4 green labels identifY features of possible Roman date, with 
blue labels identifYing probable medieval or later features. There is, however, a 
possibility that features which only contain small quantities of artefacts could be 
inaccurately dated, with the artefacts being residual in later features. Features 
where datable artefacts are scarce will be highlighted in the discussion. 

A significant proportion of the features contained no datable material. However, 
by referring, where appropriate, to the results of the excavation in the area 
immediately to the west, within the tree belt (see Figures 3 and 4), it is possible to 
reduce the significance of both residual artefacts and undated features. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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3.3.1 Northern Area 

This area of the site extending approximately 90m north-south by approximately 
80m wide, spanning the surface drain, encompassed Trenches 7-11 (Figure 3). 
The main concentration of features was located within this area, with 38 of the 64 
features and deposits being present. Of these 15 were in Trench 8 (see Table I 
below). The distinction with the Southern Area was made due to a contrast in the 
nature and dating of the archaeological remains. 

3.3.1.1 The Overburden 

The uppermost layer in each of the trenches consisted of a dark greyish brown 
silty clay ploughsoil. This deposit was between 0.25m and 0.35m thick. 

Below the ploughsoil was a mid grey brown silty clay subsoil, generally 
between 0.3m and 0.35m thick. However, this deposit was noticeably thinner at 
between 0.1-0.2m thick in Trenches I 0 and 11 north of the surface drain (Figure 
3). 

3.3.1.2 Geological Stratum 

The undisturbed geological stratum showed some variation across the Northern 
Area, though generally the deposit consisted of a mid orange to orangy yellow 
sandy gravel, with variable amounts of small and medium stones present. There 
were also patches of clayey sand within the matrix. 

3.3.1.3 Tlte Archaeology 

Trench Ditch Pit Posthole Layer Surface Quarry Other 
7 4 2 - - - - -
8 6 - 3 I I 2 Slot 

oakaway 
9 3 I - 2 2 - -
10 2 - - - - 2 -
ll I - - - I 3 

Total 16 3 3 3 4 7 
Table I Summary of archaeologtcal features m the Northern Area 

The archaeological features and deposits will be discussed by feature types as 
indicated in Table I. 

3.3.1.3.1 Ditches 

-
2 

A total of 16 probable ditches were identified in this area, based on form and 
dimensions, with the main concentration being to the south of the surface 
drain. This distribution may be misleading as Trenches I 0 and 11 in the 
north contained extensive features interpreted as quarrying (see section 
3.3.1.3.5 below), which may have obscured other features. Generally the 
ditches had either a north-south or north-east to south-west alignment, with 
few apparently perpendicular ditches. The possible continuation of several 
ditches could be traced between adjacent trenches (see Figure 3). In profile 
the features showed considerable variation in size ranging from 0.52m to 
over 1.75m wide, with the excavated examples generally having concave 
forms between 0.2 and 0.37m deep (Figure 5: section I) 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
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The silty clay ditch fills ranged in colour from mid brown to dark grey 
brown. There was considerable variation in the number of fills present in a 
ditch, with most having a single undifferentiated deposit, though thin 
primary deposits as well as intermediate fills were sometimes present. The 
nature of the deposits suggests that the fills mainly accumulated naturally, 
from an unstable upper soil profile. Eight of the ditches contained Roman 
artefacts (green feature labels on Figure 3), whilst none contained later 
material. However, when the results of the tree belt excavation in the area 
immediately to the west are examined, it is possible that two ditches in 
Trench 7 (711] and (713] could be associated with medieval activity, based 
on the cropmark evidence defining the continuation of dated boundaries to 
the west (Figure 3 pecked line). This would suggest that the large fragment 
of roof tile (tegula) recovered from the fill of [711] may be residual, being 
incorporated in a later feature. The datable ditches generally contained small 
assemblages of pottery and other artefacts, with ditches (818], [909] and 
[1111] in particular containing very small quantities of datable material. 

Evidence of extensive subdivision of the area by ditches was revealed, with 
the majority apparently being Roman in date. This is significant as the 
enclosures within the tree belt area to the west were medieval in date. There 
is an indication that at least some of the ditches, particularly undated or 
poorly dated ones, may be medieval or later, based on projected alignments. 

3.3.1.3.2 Pits 

A total of three possible pits of unspecified function were identified, 
comprising (707], (709] and [915], located in the eastern part of the area in 
Trenches 7 and 9 (Figure 3). In plan the features had irregular, slightly 
tapering forms between 3m and 3.4m long by generally 1.6m+ wide. 
Excavation of (709] revealed a concave edge at least 0.42m deep (Figure 5: 
section 2). The function of these features is uncertain. In Trench 7 the two 
pits are situated to the centre of the trench, possibly within an enclosure, 
defined by ditches to the north and south. Whilst it is possible that these 
were quarries within a delimited area, the possible identification was less 
certain than for those listed in Section 3.3.1.3.5. 

The exposed fills ranged from mid grey brown to dark grey silty clay. Very 
small assemblages of Roman material were recovered from two of the 
features, with small quantities of pottery, ceramic building material and 
animal bone from the excavated section through [709]. The significance of 
this apparent lack of artefacts is uncertain. 

3.3.1.3.3 Postholes 

Three small features of circular to oval form were identified within Trench 8, 
comprising (812], [814] and (822]. These ranged in size from 0.5 by 0.3m to 
0.35m across. In section the two excavated examples had shallow concave 
profiles varying from 0.08m to 0.2m deep. There was no obvious patterning 
to the distribution of these features within the trench. 

The fills were similar, comprising undifferentiated dark grey brown silly 
clays. There was no evidence for post pipes (the traces of former posts) or 
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associated packing material. No datable artefacts were recovered from the 
fills. 

3.3. 1 .3.4 Layers/Surfaces 

These features were identified in Trenches 8, 9 and I 1, with the main area 
being in the western part of the site, south of the surface drain (Figure 3). 
The northern surface contrasted with the southern examples and will be 
discussed separately. 

In Trenches 8 and 9 a similar sequence of deposits were observed. In all 
three areas extensive, relatively dark generally grey silty clay deposits 
between 0.15 and 0.25m thick were encountered as the level of the natural 
stratum (827), (903) and (905) (Figure 5: section 3). The artefact 
assemblages associated with two of these deposits were Roman in date, 
though the quantities of material present varied considerably. No datable 
artefacts were recovered from (827), which only contained animal bone and 
an iron nail, whilst (903) and (905) contained varied assemblages including 
Roman pottery, ceramic building material, animal bone and Registered 
Artefacts (RA I and RA2). Only samples of each of these deposits were 
excavated in order to characterise them. 

Cobbling (828), (904) and (906) was revealed below the layers, comprising 
small to large stones between 0.02m and O.lm across, including both 
rounded cobbles and flint fragments (Figure 7: photograph !). These 
deposits are considered to be external surfaces, lining depressions within the 
natural stratum. lt is possible that (828) situated in the southern end of 
Trench 8, continued to the north-east as (906) in the western end of Trench 9 
(see Figure 3). 

The exact function of these surfaces and associated deposits is uncertain, 
though they appear to have been deposited in hollows in the ground during 
the Roman period. The apparently irregular form of these hollows suggests 
that they were possibly the product of wear rather than deliberate human 
excavation. 

A relatively small area of medium and large stones (Ill 0) generally between 
0.05 and 0. I m across were revealed towards the eastern limit of Trench 11 
(Figure 3). The deposit was at least I .6m wide, continuing south of the 
trench. Unlike the other surfaces this was directly below the subsoil and 
overlay a ditch. The deposit was quite compact having a total thickness of 
up to 0.2m. The single sherd of Roman pottery from the surface does not 
provide reliable dating for this unsealed deposit, situated directly below the 
subsoil. 

3.3.1 .3.5 Quarries 

A total of seven features have been identified as quarries, with the majority 
located in the north of the area, beyond the surface drain. The five quarries 
in Trenches !Oand !I- [1013), [1015), [1103), [1106) and (1109) had 
irregular forms in plan (Figure 3). These were general at least 3.5m long 
extending to over !Om, though one example [1108] which is considerably 
smaller, is included on the basis of its irregular form and location. 
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The fills were generally yellowish grey clays to sandy gravels. No artefacts 
were recovered from these features, though stratigraphically they were the 
latest features, truncating ditches containing Roman artefacts. 

It is possible that this is an element of the post-medieval to modem quarrying 
identified within the tree belt area immediately to the west. This appears to 
have been confined to the lowest ground, situated to the north of the present 
surface drain. 

The other areas of possible quarrying were confined to the north-western and 
south-eastern limits of Trench 8 (Figure 3). The northern area [805] was 
more extensive, being at least 8.5m long, continuing beyond the trench. 
Excavation at the southern limit indicated a substantial feature at least 0.3m 
deep, with a mid red brown upper fill and a lighter, less substantial lower fill. 
Although no artefacts were recovered from the feature, this would not appear 
to be modern as the upper fill was truncated by a ceramic land drain. 
However, the nature of the fill may suggest that it was not associated with 
Roman activity. 

The second area of quarrying [803] was at least 3.5m long, continuing 
beyond the limit of the trench. The mid red brown till was similar to the 
northern quarry, with a small amount of post-medieval ceramic building 
material and 4g of glass being recovered from the surface of the deposit. 
Whilst it is possible that the artefacts are intrusive, the nature of the deposit 
suggests that it, like the northern quarry, was later than the Roman activity. 

3.3.1.3.6 Other Features 

All of these features are located in Trench 8 

Slot [820) 
Aligned roughly north-south, this linear feature was relatively narrow at 
0.35m across and 0.08m deep, with an angular profile, comprising vertical 
sides and a flat base (Figure 5: section 4). The dark grey brown silty clay 
fill was undifferentiated, with a single very small sherd of Roman pottery 
being recovered from the fill. 

The nature of this feature contrasted with the ditches in the vicinity, 
including [824] which this feature truncated (Figure 3). Whilst it is 
possible that this feature was a ditch of unusual form, it may have served a 
structural function. 

Soakaway [81 0) 
Extending from the southern edge of the trench [81 0] had a sub square 
form in plan, up to I m long by 0. 72m wide. The upper unexcavated fill 
was distinctive as it contained frequent medium to large rounded stones 
(Figure 7: photograph 2). No artefacts were recovered from the 
unexcavated feature. Its function is uncertain, though the stones do not 
appear to be packing, hence its designation as a soakaway or drain. 
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Modern dump (800) 
Situated at the western end of the trench, near the revetted area of the 
surface drain, the modern deposit which was at the edge of the ploughed 
area sealed the former upper soil horizon (801). 

3.3.2 The Southern Area 

This area of the site extended approximately 140m north-south by approximately 
85m wide, and encompassed Trenches l-6 (Figure 4). The ground was relatively 
level at approximately 35m above Ordnance Datum, with a slight fall down to the 
east. Towards the north-east part of this area several slight, though defined 
natural linear depressions orientated roughly east-west were apparent. The 
ground rose to 36m above Ordnance Datum in the south-western margin of the 
site, in the area of the moated platform. An angular depression within the field 
defined the eastern continuation of the moat. This area contained 26 of the 64 
features and deposits identified during the evaluation, with the distribution being 
more even than in the Northern Area (see Table 2 below). The distinction with 
the N orthem Area was made due to a contrast in dating and nature of the 
archaeological remains, with the artefacts from the south being later. 

3.3.2.1 The Overburden 

The uppermost layer in each of the trenches consisted of a dark greyish brown 
silty clay ploughsoil. This deposit was between 0.2m and 0.3m thick. 

A subsoil was generally identified below the ploughsoil, thought none was 
present on the higher ground in the south-western area of the site. The subsoil 
was generally a mid grey brown sandy gravel with variable amounts of stone. 
The deposit varied in thickness between 0.09m in the south-east to 0.35m in the 
north-west. 

3.3.2.2 The Geological Stmtum. 

The undisturbed geological stratum varied between a mid orange red and a mid 
yellow brown sandy gravel, with variable amounts of small and medium stones 
present. 

3.3.2.3 The Archaeology 

Trench Ditch Gullies Pit Posthole Layer 
1 2* - - - l 
2 l* - 4 - -

3 2 2 - - -
4 2 - - - -
5 l - l l -
6 4 - l -

Total 12 2 5 2 I 
Table 2 Summary of archaeological features 111 the Southern Area 

*includes moat section 

Surface Other 
- -
l -
- -
- tree throw 
l -
- slot 
2 2 

The archaeological features and deposits will be discussed by feature types as 
indicated in Table 2. 
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3.3.2.3.1 The Moat 

Ditches [103] and [210] corresponded with a continuous depression defining 
the eastern half of the moated platform (Figure 4). These were very 
substantial at up to 1l.7m wide (Figure 8: photograph 3). The platform 
defined by the moat measured approximately 35m north-south by c.30m. 
Although the 'Brief' did not required excavation of the moat, each moat 
section revealed several upper fills, with late medieval to post-medieval 
artefacts (mostly brick and tile fragments) being recovered from these 
deposits. 

Situated a short distance to the east of the moat in Trench 1, raised layer of 
material (l 02) probably represents a deposit of material scoured from the 
moat during maintenance. 

The internal platform was higher than the surrounding area, though 
investigation indicated that the material was undisturbed geological stratum. 
This indicates that a raised area had been selected, rather than the interior 
being deliberately raised with material excavated from the moat. 

Within the platform a single ditch [107] was identified aligned roughly 
parallel to the moat (Figure 8: photograph 4). The feature was 0.75m wide 
and 0.2m deep, filled with a mid yellow brown matrix that appears to have 
accumulated naturally. A small quantity of artefacts was recovered from the 
fill. 

The moat ditch was considerably more extensive than either the depression 
or the historic maps suggested. It is likely that the wide moat is due to 
multiple recuts of the ditch on slightly different aligrunents. The ditch 
within the platform may be associated with the use of the interior. 

3.3.2.3.2 Ditches/Gullies 

Excluding the two moat sections discussed above, a total of I 0 ditches and 
two less substantial gullies were identified, of which the majority were 
orientated roughly east-west, with at least four having a perpendicular 
alignment. Generally the ditches had concave profiles, varying in size from 
1.5m across and 0.39m deep to 0.43m by O.lm deep (Figure 6: section 5). 
Due to the less substantial form, the latter are generally termed gullies. 

The fills showed considerable variation, ranging in colour from dark grey 
brown to light grey brown and mid orange grey. The composition of the 
deposits also varied considerably, ranging from sandy silts to silty clays. 
Three of the ditches contained medieval to post-medieval artefacts, 
dominated by ceramic building material. 

There was evidence for the redefining of boundaries in Trenches 3 and 4, 
indicated by the presence of closely spaced parallel ditches. These ditches 
appear to define the same north-south boundary (see Figure 4). At least three 
of the ditches on the western side of the site (Trench 6) would appear to be 
the continuation of medieval or later features identified within the area of the 
tree belt (pecked lines on Figure 4). The northern-most example may 
continue into the northern limit of Trench 7. It would appear that elements 
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of an extensive enclosure system were defined by the perpendicular ditches. 
These ditches generally had a slightly contrasting orientation to the Roman 
ditches to the north, whilst the fills were often lighter in colour. 

3.3.2.3.3 Pits 

A total of five possible pits were identified, with most being clustered in the 
northern area of Trench 2, with a single example in Trench 5. It is possible 
that pits [207] and [214], rather than being intercutting, are actually elements 
of the same feature. ln plan the features were described as irregular to sub
oval between 1.2 and 5.5m long, with the excavated examples varying in 
depth from 0.35-0.55 m. In profile the edges of the features varied from 
vertical to concave forms (Figure 6: section 6). 

Generally the fills showed little variation, ranging from mid to dark grey 
brown silty clays. Small assemblages of artefacts were recovered, with two 
of the pits in [204] and [205] containing early medieval artefacts, whilst 
another two contained medieval to post-medieval artefacts. 

Despite the apparent range in the sizes of these features, all have been 
grouped together as the bulk are confined to a small area in the vicinity of 
the moat. Whilst it is possible that these were quarries used for the 
extraction of sand and gravel for maintaining surfaces in the vicinity of the 
moat (see below section 3.3.2.3.5), they could have served other functions. 

3.3.2.3.4 Postholes 

Two possible postholes were identified in the western part of the area, north 
of the moat. Both were circular in form, with [505], being more substantial 
at 0.53m across and 0.27m deep with vertical edges and a flat base (Figure 6 
section 7). The other feature [613] was 0.43m across with a concave profile 
0.15m deep. Both fills were undifferentiated, ranging in colour from mid 
yellow brown to mid grey brown respectively. There was no evidence for 
any traces of associated posts or packing material. 

3.3.2.3.5 Surfaces 

Two surfaces of contrasting form were identified. Situated a short distance 
north of the northern arm of the moat, (202) defined an east-west band of 
cobbling 1.2m wide. This material was set into the upper fill of pits 
discussed above in section 3.3.2.3.3. This is probably a continuation of the 
path identified previously in the area to the west, which skirts the northern 
side of the moat. 

The second area of cobbling (503) was some 8.2m long north-west to south
east, with a well defined northern boundary. This boundary may indicate 
that it was respecting some barrier which does not survive in the 
archaeological record. 

3.3.2.3.6 Other Features 

Treethrow [405] 
An extensive area of disturbance some I Om long, in the northern area of 
Trench 4, is thought to be the result of tree or root disturbance, rather than 
some localised variation in the geological stratum. 
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Slot [611] 
The linear north-south aligned feature was relatively narrow at 0.2m across 
and 0.09m deep with vertical sides and a flat base (Figure 6: section 8). 
The dark grey brown silty clay fill contained a single small fragment of 
ceramic building material. 

3.4 Artefacts 

3.4.1 Introduction 

Tr. 

01 

02 

05 

06 

07 

08 

09 

10 

11 

The evaluation produced an artefact assemblage comprising mainly pottery, 
ceramic building material and animal bone (Table 3). The material was scanned to 
ascertain the nature, condition and, where possible, date range of the artefact types 
present. No finds were recovered from Trenches 3 or 4. 

(<ea tu re 

103 
103 
103 
107 
200 
204 
205 
207 
210 
500 
505 
501 
509 
607 
611 

700 
701 
709 
711 
801 

803 
816 

818 
820 
824 
827 
830 
900 
903 
905 

909 
909 
913 
915 
913 
1000 
1003 
IIlO 
I ill 

Type Context Spntdate Pottery CBM Animal 

Bone 
Ditch 104 LMed/Pmed 3:68 
Ditch 105 LMed/Pmed 4:119 
Ditch 106 LMcd/Pmed 14:694 
Ditch lOS LMed/Pmcd 2:24 2:9 
Ploughsoil 200 Post-mcd 3:93 4:63 2:2 
Pit 203 LMed/Prned 3:91 1:41 4:281 
Pit 206 Early med 5:74 2:76 948 
Pit 208 Early med 9:57 1:23 4:13 
Ditch 213 LMcd/Pmed 10:438 
Ploughsoil 500 Early med 4:22 2:94 3:27 
Postholc 504 LMed/Pmed 1:23 
Pit 506 LMed/Pmed 1:7 
Ditch 508 LMcd/Pmed I :5 2:120 3:21 
Ditch 608 LMed/Pmed 5:24 5:239 
Slot 612 LMcd/Pmcd 1:27 

Ploughsoil 700 Late med 1: 13 
Subsoil 701 Roman 2:46 
Pit 710 Roman 1:20 1:148 I :13 
Ditch 712 Roman 1:608 
Ploughsoil 801 Roman 12:479 2:434 5:236 

Quarry pit 804 LMed/Pmed 4:170 13:43 
Ditch 817 Roman 3:124 2:640 

Ditch 819 Roman 2:16 2:105 
Slot 821 Roman 1:3 
Ditch 825 Roman 7:18 
Layer 827 - 17:815 
Ditch 831 Roman 2:44 1:365 1:18 
Ploughsoil 900 Roman 6:144 4:483 
Layer 903 Roman 3:22 I :480 6:37 
Layer 905 Roman 33:374 2:115 26:330 

Ditch 907 Roman 8:35 6:55 
Ditch 908 Roman 1:1 
Ditch 912 Roman 13:277 21:320 
Pit 914 Roman 3:22 
Ditch 916 Roman 1:4 1:7 
Ploughsoil 1000 Roman 3:22 
Ditch 1004 Roman 9:115 2:421 33:516 
External surface IIlO Roman 1:34 3:5 
Ditch 1112 Roman 3:17 1:27 

Total 142,2174 67,4797 169,4051 
CBM = ceram1c blllldmg matenal RA- Registered Artefact 

Southern Area: Trenches 1·6 Northern Area :Trenches 7·11 

Table 3 Artefact Summary by Trench and Context 
(sherd/fragment count : weight in grammes) 

Other Finds 

Iron nail (15g) 

Clay pipe (I g) 

Oyster & snail shell (14g) 
Snail shell (!g) 
Iron nail-(2~)' 

Clay pipe (2g) 
Lava quem fragment (RA 4) 

Snail shell (I g) 

Iron nail (9g) 
Oyster shell (16g) 
Vessel glass (4g) 

Iron nail (2lg), 
Oyster shell ( 11 g) 
Oyster shell ( 4g) 
Oyster shell ( 19g) 

Iron nail (25g) 

Ferrous slag (48g) 
Iron strip fragment (RA 2) 
Iron nail (25g), 
Unid iron object (RA I) 

Copper alloy coin (RA 3) 
Iron nail (2~\ 

Lead waste (RA 5), 
Ovsler shell 'r I Qg\, 
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3.4.2 Pottery 

One hundred and forty-two sherds weighing 2.2kg were recovered. These were 
examined by context and quanti tied using minimum sherd count and weight. 
Twenty-nine fabric types were identified using common names and type codes in 
accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Series (held by Albion 
Archaeology). The pottery ranges in date from the late 'Belgic' Iron Age (c. 100 
BC-50 AD) to the late medieval period (c. 1400-1500 AD), with over 78% of the 
assemblage being datable to the Roman period (c. 43-400 AD), and a further 20% 
to the medieval period (c. 1150-1500 AD). Fabrics are listed below (Table 4) in 
chronological order. All post-Roman types are consistent with those recovered 
from other areas of the Stratton excavation (Albion in prep). 

Fabric Type Common name Sherd No Context/Sherd No. 
Late Belgic Iron Age 
Type F06C Coarse grog I (905): I 
Roman 
Type R Miscellaneous Roman 2 (801):1, (1004) I 
Type ROI Samian ware 2 (900):1, (912):1 
Type R06A Nene Valley grcyware I (817): I 
Type R06B Coarse grcyware 14 (710):1, (801):1, (900):1, (903):1, (905):5, (907):1, 

(912):1, (1004):2, (1112):1 
Type R06C Fine greywarc 16 (80 1 ): I, (817):2, (819): I, (821 ): 1, (825): 1, (905):5, 

(907): I, (912): I, (916): I, ( 1004): I, (1112): I 
Type R061) Micaceous grcywarc 3 (825):2, (903): 1 
Type R07B Sandy local blackware 8 (819): I, (905):4, (912):2, (914): 1 
Type R07C Gritty local blackware I (914): I 
Type R08 Black micaceous I (903): I 
Type R13 Shell 36 (608): I, (70 1 ):2, (80 1 ):5, (825):4, (831 ):2, (900):4, 

(905):7, (907):3, (912):5, (1004):2, (1110):1 
TypeR14 Sand (red-brown harsh) 2 (905): I, (912): 1 
Late Roman 
Type RII Oxford oxidised 6 (905):2, (908): 1, (914): 1, ( 1004 ): 1, (1112): I 
Type RI ID Oxford colour coat 2 (907):2 
Type RI2A Nenc Valley mortaria I (801): I 
Type RI2B Ncnc Valley colour coat 14 (80 I ):3, (905):8, (907): 1, ( 1 004):2 
Type R22A Hadham oxidised 2 (912):2 
Stuo-Norman 
Type BOI St Ncots-type ware 9 (206):2, (208):7 
Type BOIA St Ncots-type orange I (208): 1 
Type BOIC St Neots-type mixed I (206): I 
Et1rly metlieval 
Type 1307 Shell I (203): I 
TypcC Miscellaneous medieval 2 (203):1, (608):1 
Type C53 Sand (pasty) 3 (206): I, (500):2 
Type C71 Buff-grey cored 3 (200): I, (500): 1, (508): I 
Type C75 Micaceous 2 (206): I, (208): I 
Late medievlll 
Type EO ID Reduced sand (buff-red margins) I (203): 1 
Type E02 Oxidised sand 4 (500): 1, (608):2, (700): 1 
Type E03 Oxidised smooth sand I (200): 1 
~fodem Miscellaneous C 19-20 2 . (200): 1' (608): 1 

Table 4 Pottery fabric types and contexts 

3.4.2.1 Northern Area 

The majority of the pottery assemblage (11 0 sherds, weighing 1.8kg) occurred 
within the Northern Area, associated mainly with features in Trenches 8 and 9. 
With the exception of an unstratitied late medieval sherd, and a residual late Iron 
Age sherd, the pottery is exclusively Roman in date. Roman sherds are larger than 
their medieval counterparts (average weight 17g), and exhibit variable degrees of 
abrasion. A number of vessels are represented by more than one sherd. 
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The bulk of the assemblage is of2nd_3rd century date and comprises locally 
manufactured reduced coarsewares (fabrics R06, R07 and R14) and shell tempered 
wares (type Rl3). Regional imports are represented by late Roman wares from 
Oxfordshire (type R1l), Hertfordshire (type R22) and the Nene Valley (types 
R06A and R 12). Continental fine ware imports comprise two sherds of Gaulish 
Samian (type ROl). Diagnostic forms are everted rim jars, large shell tempered 
storage jars, 'dog' bowls, flanged bowls, and single examples of a triangular rim 
jar, flagon, and plain rim bowl. Decoration is rare and comprises rilling, 
burnishing and cordons. 

3.4.2.2 Southern Area 

With the exception of one residual Roman sherd (9g), the pottery recovered from 
the Southern Area is of post-Roman date. The assemblage comprises thirty-one 
sherds, weighing 387g, the majority of which derived from Trenches 2 and 5. 
Sherds are generally small (average weight l2g), although not particularly abraded. 
The earliest pottery comprises eleven shell tempered sherds of St Neots-type ware 
(fabrics 801, BO lA and B01C), of lO'h-11 rh century date. No diagnostic forms 
occur, and all are residual in later features. 

The majority of the assemblage comprises hand-made sand tempered wares (types 
C53, C71 and C75) of probable local manufacture, datable to the 12'h-13th 
centuries. A single sherd of shell tempered developed St Neots-type 807 was also 
recorded. Five sherds of late medieval sand tempered pottery (fabrics E01D, E02 
and E03) constitute the remainder ofthe assemblage. Recognisable forms are rare 
and comprise two jug strap handles, which bear stabbed and slashed decoration. 

3.4.3 Ceramic Building Material 

Sixty-seven fragments of ceramic building material, weighing 4.8kg were 
recovered. The majority (52 pieces, weighing 2.2kg) derive from features in the 
Southern Area and are oxidised, sand tempered flat roof tile and brick fragments of 
late I post-medieval date. Five fragments were intrusive within earlier features in 
the Northern Area. The fabric type and forms are consistent with those identified 
from other areas of the Stratton excavation (Albion in prep). 

Ten diagnostic Roman roof tile fragments, weighing 2.5kg, derived exclusively 
from features in the Northern Area. Fragments of flanged rooftiles (tegulae) and a 
single curved roof tile (imbrex) occurred in shell and sand tempered fabric types, 
characteristic of the period. The pieces are generally sizeable (average fragment 
weight 251g), indicating they have suffered little post-depositional disturbance. 

3.4.4 Registered Artefacts 

The five registered artefacts recovered are of poor quality, and none are 
typologically datable. Posthole [505] (Southern Area) contained an abraded 
fragment of quernstone (RA4) made from continental lava. The remaining finds 
derived from features in the Northern Area. Layers (903) and (905) yielded an iron 
strip fragment (possible knife blade: RA2) and unidentified iron object (RA I) 
respectively. An amorphous piece of lead waste (RA5) was recovered from ditch 
[1111], and an unstratified copper alloy coin (RA3) of probable modern date from 
ploughsoil (900). 
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3.4.5 Animal bone 
The fauna] assemblage comprises 169 fragments, weighing 4.0kg, and occurs in 
features of Roman, early medieval and late medieval/post-medieval date. Bone 
preservation is variable, with some fragments displaying greater surface erosion 
than others, although all the material generally survives in fair condition. 
Diagnostic material comprises skull, mandible, vertebrae, scapulae, long bone and 
rib fragments from both large and small mammals. Identifiable species are cow, 
sheep/goat, horse, and pig. Butchery marks are present on three vertebrae and a 
section of cow mandible, and several long bone fragments have been 
longitudinally split, presumably to facilitate extraction of the marrow. 

3.5 Summary 
The trial excavation revealed archaeological features and deposits extending 
across the entire site. There is good correlation between features revealed during 
the trial excavation and cropmarks, historic map information and the projected 
lines of features identified in the tree belt area to the west. Datable artefacts 
indicate activity in the Iron Age, Roman and medieval to post-medieval periods. 

Within the site, there would appear to be a degree of concentration in the Roman 
period, with all of the dated features being situated in the Northern Area. It is 
possible that some of the features in this area are of a later date, such as the 
continuation of elements of the medieval enclosure systems identified in the area 
to the south and west. In contrast the features in the Southern Area would appear 
to be of medieval or later date, with the moat in the south-west, and associated 
sequential activity to the north including pits and a cobbled surface. Beyond the 
moat, to the north and east, the ditches appear to be a continuation of the 
enclosure systems detected within the tree belt. 

The presence of a variety of feature types indicates that the area was not just 
fields, with pits and surfaces in particular indicating a focus of activity. Dating of 
the features particularly the Roman features is generally good. 

Preservation ofthe archaeological remains is reasonable to good, with truncation, 
particularly by activities such as modern agriculture, generally confined to the 
upper parts of the features. As well as ditches and pits, the presence of features 
such as postholes and surfaces indicates the survival of more vulnerable types of 
remams. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

4. 1 Overview 
The evaluation has revealed reasonably well preserved archaeological remains of 
both Roman and medieval date extending across the site. 

The presence of Iron Age pottery and Roman features is particularly significant, as 
this is the first time that a pre-Saxon focus of activity has been identified within 
the area of the medieval settlement. Previously only residual Roman artefacts, 
recovered from the fills of later features, or possible isolated Roman features had 
been identified. 

The associated artefacts which include metal objects and animal bone have the 
potential to determine the nature of the activity and links such as trade with the 
surrounding region and beyond. Preservation of the archaeological remain was - t.to· 
variable across the site. However, the presence of insubstantial features such as 
surfaces and postholes, which are vulnerable to truncations, indicates at least areas 
of good preservation. These areas contain traces of structural activity such as 
building and associated tracks/yards. This apparent focus of Roman activity, 
together with hints of earlier Iron Age activity have the potential to address issues 
of the origin and evolution of the settlement, which are themes identified for 
investigation both by national and regional research agendas. 

The continuation of the eastern margin of the medieval settlement will allow 
examination of an area which undergoes modification over time, possible due to 
changes in the local water table. The moated site, which appears to have been a 
focus of power in the early medieval period, is known to have had a significant 
influence on the form and development of the northern part of the settlement. 
Although recent ploughing has penetrated the geological stratum in the interior of 
the moat, features have survived reasonably well. This indicates good potential to 
address issues of spatial layout and function, identified during excavation of the 
western half of the moat. 

The area immediately adjacent to the moat has revealed evidence for associated 
activity such as the pitting and surfaces, particularly in the area to the north. The 
presence of cobbled surfaces as well as the depth of the underlying pits indicates 
moderate to good preservation despite ploughing of this area. 

The chronological periods represented on this site will assist in addressing key 
issues identified during the excavation of the settlement, permitting a better 
understanding of the development of the landscape. 

4.2 Significance of the Archaeological Remains 
The evaluation has identified remains of regional significance. These remains are 
reasonably well preserved, with the potential to address a number of national and 
regional research priorities. Both English Heritage and the East Anglian research 
agenda3 identified a number of themes, which the site has the potential to address, 
these include: 

3 Brown Nand Glazebrook J 2000 Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern Counties 2. 
Research agenda and strategy 
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+ Characterisation of Roman activity, which would appear to be spatially 
confined, suggesting that it may define a focus of activity in the landscape. 

+ The presence of Iron Age pottery and a Roman site, in an area of early Saxon 
and later settlement may indicate continuity of use of this area. Continuity ! 
and change is a key regional and national research priority for this period
Briton into Roman and Empire into Kingdom. This would add to the 
significance of this already very important settlement in terms of research 
potential. 

+ The moat and associated well preserved features in the vicinity would assist 
in understanding this component of the development of the medieval 
settlement. 

+ The associated artefacts would allow investigation of the spatial ordering of 
the settlement as well as trade links. Assessing the trading links for the 
Roman site is particularly significant. 
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Albion Archaeology 

APPENDIX 1 

Trenching strategy 

Trench Length Reason for trench 
(m) 

I 30 To investigate the moat and area to east 
2 30 To investi<>ate the moat and area to north 
3 30 General coverage 
4 30 General coverage 
5 30 To invcstiaate a series of cropmarks 
6 35 To investigate a series of cropmarks 
7 30 To investigate a series of cropmarks and boundaries depicted on 

historic maps 
8 30 To investigate possible cropmark 
9 35 General coverage 
10 25 To investigate possible cropmarks 
11 30 To investigate possible cropmarks 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: I 

Max Dimensions: 
OS Co-ordinates: 

Reason for trench: 

Length: 
Ref. 1: 

31.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 

TL2055144026 Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. 
TL2052344012 

To investigate the moat and area to cast. 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

100 Ploughsoil 

101 Natural 

102 Spread 

103 Ditch 

104 Fill 

105 Fill 

106 Main fill 

107 Ditch 

108 Fill 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. O.Jm thick. u 
Firm mid yellow grey sandy clay frequent small-large stones. 0 
Firm mid yellow grey sandy clay frequent small-medium stones. Material possibly ~ 
scoured from the moat. 

Linear N-S dimensions: max breadth ll.m, min length 1.6m. Eastern arm or the 0 
moat. 

Firm mid yellow grey si!ty clay occasional small ceramic building material, occasional D 
flecks charcoal, moderate small stones. Located on the outer, eastern edge of the moat. 
Ceramic building material recovered. 

Plastic light grey brown silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, occasional 0 
flecks charcoal, frequent small stones. Located on the inner, western edge of the moat. 
Ceramic building material recovered. 

Firm dark 1:,>rey brown silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, occasional D 
flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium stones. Ceramic building material recovered. 

Linear N-S profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.75m, max ~ 
depth 0.2111, min length 1.6m. Located within the area of the moat platform. 

Friable mid yellow brown silty clay occasional medium ceramic building material, ~ 

occasional small stones. Ceramic building material and small fragments of animal bone 
recovered. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 

Max Dimensions: 

OS Co-ordinates: 
Reason for trench: 

2 

Length: 

Ref. I: 

31.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 

TL2051244025 Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.2 m. 
TL2050044053 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: 

To investigate the moat and area to north 

Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

200 Ploughsoil 

201 Natural 

202 Surface 

204 Pit 

203 Fill 

205 Pit 

206 Fill 

207 Pit 

208 Fill 

209 Subsoil 

210 Ditch 

211 Fill 

212 Fill 

21] Main Ill\ 

214 Pit 

215 Fill 

Friable dark grey brown si\ty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.2m thick. 

Firm mid yellow grey sandy clay frequent small-medium stones. 

Compact mid grey brown silty clay frequent small-medium stones. The external surface 
was l.l5m+ wide north-south. 

0 
0 

Irregular E-W dimensions: max breadth l.85m, min length 1.6m. D 
Firm mid grey brown silly clay occasional small stones. Pottery, ceramic building D 
material and anim3l bone was recovered. 

Irregular E~W profile: vertical base: concave dimensions: min breadth l.Sm, max ~ 
depth O.SSm, min length 2. I m. 

Plastic dark brrey brown silty clay occasional medium ceramic building material, frequent ~ 
small-medium stones. Below subsoil (209). Pottery, ceramic building material and 
animal bone was recovered. 

Irregular E-W profile: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 4.5m, min ~ 
depth 0.35m, min length l.Sm. 

Plastic dark grey brown silty clay occasional flecks charcoal, frequent small-medium ~ 
stones. Below subsoil (209). Pottery, ceramic building material and animal bone was 
recovered. 

Finn mid grey brown silty clay moderate tlccks manganese staining, moderate small ~ 
stones. The deposit was ISm long and up to 0.2m thick, confined to the northern half of 
the trench. 

Linear E~W dimensions: max breadth 1 1.7m, m in length 1.6m. Northern arm of 0 
moat. 

Firm light grey brown silty clay moderate medium manganese staining, occasional small- 0 
medium stones. Deposit on southern edge of the moat. 

Firm light grey brown silty clay moderate medium manganese staining. occasional small- 0 
medium stones. Deposit on northern edge of the moat. 

Firm dark grey brown silty clay occasional medium ceramic building material, moderate 0 
small-medium stones. Ceramic building material recovered. 

Linear E-W dimensions: min breadth S.Sm, min length I.Sm. Northern 0 
continuation masked by surface (202). This is considered to be a pit rather than a 
ditch- JlOSsibly a continuation of [207j. 

Firm dark grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Lighter in colour than 0 
(208). May be the upper fill of [207]. 

Land East of Saxon Drive. Biggleswade. Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 3 

Max Dimensions: 

OS Co-ordinates: 

Reason for trench: 

Length: 

Ref. 1: 

28.00 m. Width: 5.50 m. 

TL2054444051 Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.32 m. 
TL2057144045 

General coverage. Trench subsequently extended in the cast. 

Max: 0.35 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

lOO Ploughsoil 

301 Subsoil 

302 Natural 

303 Ditch 

304 Lower fill 

305 Upper fill 

307 Gulley 

306 Fill 

309 Gulley 

308 Fi11 

310 Ditch 

311 Fill 

Friable dark !:,'TCY brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.29-0.36m thick. 

Friable mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.09-0. t 6m thick. ~ 

Compact mid orange b'Tey sandy b'Tavel frequent small-medium stones. D 
Linear •:-w profile: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.82m, max ~ 
depth 0.52m, min length 2.m. Possibly a continuation of (310j. 

Finn mid orange brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.09m thick. ~ 

Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional flecks charcoal, frequent small-medium ~ 
stones. 

Linear NNW-SSE profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.4Sm, ~ 
max depth 0.17m, min length l.lm. May continue as (403)/(407) to the north. 

Finn mid orange grey sandy silt occasional small-medium stones. ~ 

Linear NNW-SSE profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.43m, ~ 
max depth O.lm, min len~th l.ISm. May continue as {403)/(407) to the north. 

Firm mid orange grey sandy silt occasional small-medium stones. ~ 

Linear E-W profile: convex base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 0.8m, max depth ~ 
O.ISm, m in length 2.m. ;'\·lay be a continuation of (303). 

Finn mid orange grey sandy silt occasional small manganese staining, occasional small- ~ 
medium stones. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 4 

Max Dimensions: 

OS Co-ordinates: 

Reason for trench: 

Length: 

Ref. 1: 

30.00 m. Width: 3.60 m. 
TL2055144076 Ref. 2: 

Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. 
TL2055144105 

General coverage. Trench was subsequently extended in south. 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

400 Ploughsoil 

401 Subsoil 

402 Natural 

403 Ditch 

404 Fill 

405 Trecthrow 

406 Fill 

407 Ditch 

408 Fill 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.27m thick. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.14m thick. 

Hard mid orange red sandy gravel frequent small-medium stones. 

Linear NNW-SSE profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth l.Sm, 
max depth 0.39m, min length 3.5m. Possibly continues to the south as 1307]/1309]. 
Relationship with ]4071 to the west is uncertain. 

Firm light grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. 

lrregular dimensions: min breadth I.Sm, min length IO.m. 

Friable mid orange brown sandy silt frequent medium-large stones. 

Linear NNW-SSE profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth t.m, 
max depth 0.24m, min length 3.m. Possibly continues to the south as [307]/]309]. 
Relationship with (403] is uncertain. 

Firm light grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 5 

Max Dimensions: Length: 
OS Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: 

Reason for trench: 

30.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 
TL2048444073 Ref. 2: 

Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.5 m. 
TL2047344070 

Max: 0.5m. 

Context: Type: 

To in,•cstigatc a series of cropmarks 

Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

500 Ploughsoil 

501 Subsoil 

502 Natural 

503 Surface 

SOS Post hole 

504 Fill 

S07 Pit 

506 Fill 

509 Ditch 

508 Fill 

Friable mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.4m thick. 

Firm grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.13m thick. 

Hard mid orange brown sandy clay frequent flecks manganese staining, frequent small
medium stones. 

0 

Compact mid grey brown silty clay frequent medium-large stones. Orientated north-west D 
to south-east 8.25m long by a maximum 1.2m wide, confined to the sou them side of the 
trench. 

Circular profile: vertical base: flat dimensions: max depth 0.27m, max diameter ~ 
0.53m. 

Finn mid yellow brown silty clay occasional flecks fired clay, moderate flecks ~ 
manganese staining, occasional small stones. No post pipe present. The fill contained 
lava quem fragment (RA4) and pottery. 

Sub-oval dimensions: min breadth l.m, max length 1.2m. Continues to the south of 0 
the trench. 

Friable mid yellow brown silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, 0 
moderate small stones. One sherd ofpoUery recovered. 

Linear N-S dimensions: max breadth S.m, min length l.6m. 

Friable mid yellow brown silty clay occasional flecks ceramic building material, 
occasional small-medium stones. Pottery and animal bone was also recovered from the 
surface of the unexcavatcd deposit. 

0 
0 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 6 

l\tlax Dimensions: Length: 
OS Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: 

34.00 m. Width: 

TL204 7944088 

1.60 m. 
Ref. 2: 

Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. 
TL2049244120 

Reason for trench: To investigate a series of cropmarks. Trench was subsequently extended. 

Max: 0.6 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

600 Ploughsoil 

601 Subsoil 

602 Natural 

603 Ditch 

604 Fill 

605 Hitch 

606 Fill 

607 Ditch 

608 Fill 

609 llitch 

610 Fill 

611 Slot 

612 Fill 

613 Posthole 

614 Fill 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay. O.Jm thick. 

Hard mid grey brown silty clay moderate small stones. Up to 0.35m thick. 

Hard mid yellow red sandy clay moderate small-medium stones. 

Linear E-W profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.6m, mu: 
depth 0.38m, min length 1.75m. 

Firm mid orange brown sandy clay frequent small-medium stones. 

Linear E-W profile: concave base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.53m. max depth 
0.27m, min length 2.5m. 

Firm mid orange brown sandy clay frequent small-medium stones, occasional medium
large stones. 

Linear E-W prolile: 45 degrees base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.91 m, max 
depth 0.4m, min length 2.m. 

Finn dark grey brown silty clay frequent large stones, occasional small-medium stones. 
Pottery and ceramic building material was recovered from the fill. 

Linear E-W dimensions: max breadth 2.m, min length l.Sm. 

Fim1 mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 

Linear N-S prolile: vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth O.lm, max depth 
0.09m, min length 0.74m. Function uncertain. 

Firm dark grey brown silty clay occasional flecks charcoal, frequent small stones, 
moderate small-medium stones. A small quantity of ceramic building material was 
recovered from the fill. 

Circular prolile: concave base: concave dimensions: max depth O.lSm, max 
diameter 0.4Jm. Truncates fill of ditch [60SJ. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 7 

Max Dimensions: Length: 29.50 m. Width: 1.60 m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. 
TL2053344136 

Max: 0.6m. 
OS Co-ordinates: 

Reason for trench: 

Context: Type: 

700 Ploughsoil 

701 Subsoil 

702 Natural 

703 Ditch 

704 Fill 

705 Ditch 

706 Fill 

707 Pit 

708 Fill 

709 Pit 

710 Fill 

711 Ditch 

712 Fill 

713 Ditch 

714 Fill 

Ref. 1: TL2051944110 Ref. 2: 
To investigate a series of cropmarks and boundaries depicted on historic maps. 

Description: Excavated: 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to O.Jm thick. [;ll 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay moderate small stones. Up to 0.3m thick. 

Hard mid red brown clay b'l'avcl frequent sma11-medium stones. 0 
Linear NW-SE dimensions: max breadth l.m, min length 2.m. 0 
Compact mid grey brown si\ty clay frequent small-medium stones. 0 
Linear NW-SE profile: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.8m, min ~ 
depth O.Sm, min length 2.m. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. ~ 

Irregular N-S dimensions: min breadth I.Sm, max length 3.m. Slightly tapering 0 
form in plan, possibly sub-circular. Not certain if this was a quarry. 

Firm mid grey brO\vn silty clay frequent small-medium stones. 0 
Irregular N·S profile: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.7m, min depth ~ 
0.42m, min length 0.75m. Slightly tapering form in plan, possibly sub-circular. 
Not certain if this was a quarry. 

Compact mid grey brown silly clay occasional small ceramic building material, frequent 2J 
small-medium stones. Pottery, ceramic building material and animal bone was recovered 
from the fill. 

Linear E-W dimensions: max breadth l.75m, min length 2.m. Possible 0 
continuation of (6091 to the west. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. A fragment of roof tile 0 
was recovered. 

Linear N-S dimensions: max breadth I.Sm. min length 2.m. 

Firm mid brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 

0 
0 

Land East of Saxon Drive. Biggleswade. Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 8 

1\-lax Dimensions: Length: 

OS Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: 

42.00 m. Width: 

TL2049344137 

1.60 m. 

Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m. 
TL2045344149 

Reason for trench: To investigate possible cropmark. Trench was subsequently extended. 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

800 Dump material 

801 Ploughsoil 

802 Natural 

803 Quarry 

804 Fill 

805 Quarry 

806 Upper fill 

807 Lower till 

808 Gulley 

809 Fill 

810 Drain 

811 Fill 

812 Post hole 

8\3 Fill 

814 Postholc 

815 Fill 

816 Ditch 

817 Fill 

818 Ditch 

819 Fill 

820 Slot 

821 Fill 

822 Post hole 

823 Fill 

824 Ditch 

825 Fill 

Cemented mid yellow brown sandy clay moderate small-medium stones. A modem 
dump located in the north-western area of the trench, at least 16.5m long and up to 
0.17m thick. 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to O.Jm thick. 

Compact mid yellow red clay gravel frequent small-medium stones. 0 
Irregular dimensions: min breadth 1.6m, min length 3.5m. This extensive feature 0 
continued to the south-cast, beyond the trench. The feature truncated (828). 

Plastic mid red brown silty clay frequent small stones. Ceramic building material and 0 
animal bone was recovered from the surface of the deposit. Possibly post-medieval. 

Irregular profile: stepped base: uneven dimensions: min breadth l.6m, min depth ~ 
0.3m, min length 8.m. Continues to the north-west beyond the trench exien.'iion. 

Compact mid red brown silty clay moderate smalJ-medium stones. ~ 

Friable mid red brown sandy silt occasional small stones. ~ 

Curving linear profile: concave base: uneven dimensions: max breadth O.Jm, max ~ 
depth 0.4m, min length O.Sm. The feature formed a right-angle in plan, continuing 
beyond the trench. 

Cemented dark grey brown sihy clay occasional small stones. RJ 
Square dimensions: max breadth l.m, min length 0.72m. Large rounded pebbles 0 
loosely bonded with course orange sand, interpreted as a possible soakaway. 

Loose mid orange brown silty sand frequent medium-large stones. 0 
Oval E-\V profile: conca\'C base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.3m, max ~ 

depth 0.08m, max length O.Sm. 

Compact dark grey brown sihy clay occasional small stones. 2J 
Circular dimensions: max diameter 0.25m. 0 
Compact dark grey brown silty clay occasional small stones. 0 
Linear NNE-SSW profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth O.Sm, ~ 

max depth 0.23m, ruin length 2.m. Parallel with [8301 immediately to the west. 

Friable mid red brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Pottery and animal ~ 
bone recovered. 

Linear N-S dimensions: max breadth 0.75m, min length 1.6m. Truncated by [820[. 0 

Friable mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Pottery and animal 0 
bone recovered from the surface of the deposit. 

Linear NW-SE profile: near vertical base: Oat dimensions: max breadth 0.35m, ~ 
max depth 0.08m, min length J.m. The feature had a very distinctive profile. 
Truncates [8241 and [818[. 

Compact dark grey brown silty clay occasional small stones. A small quantity of pottery ~ 
was recovered from the fill. 

Circular profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max depth 0.2m, mu: ~ 
diameter 0.2Sm. 

Finn mid grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. 

Linear NW-SE profile: convex base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.65m, max 
depth 0.3Sm, min length 0.7m. Western side lost to later feature (820[. The 
feature had a tapering SSE limit. 

Finn dark grey brown sihy clay occasional small stones. A small amount of pottery was 
recovered. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 8 

Max Dimensions: 

OS Co-ordinates: 

Reason for trench: 

Length: 

Ref. I: 

42.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 

TL2049344137 Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m. 
TL2045344149 

To investigate possible cropmark. Trench was subsequently extended. 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

826 Oitch 

829 Fill 

827 Layer 

828 Surface 

830 Ditch 

831 Fill 

Linear N-S dimensions: max breadth 0.75m, min length t.6m. 

Finn mid grey brown silly clay moderate small-medium stones. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay occasional small-medium stones. The deposit was 6m 
long and up to O.l5m thick, overlying (828). A considerable quantity of animal bone 
was recovered. 

Compact dark grey brown silty clay frequent small-medium stones. The eastern 
continuation was truncated by [803]. Similar to (906) in the NW end of Trench 9 -a 
possible continuation of the deposit. 

Linear NNE-SSW profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.4m, 
max depth 0.2m, min length 1.6m. Parallel to [816[, situated lm to the east. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay frequent small-large stones. Pottery, ceramic building 
material and animal bone was recovered. 

Land East of Saxon Drive, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
Archaeological Field Evaluation 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 9 

Max Dimensions: Length: 34.50 m. Width: 1.60 m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.5 m. 
TL2052644161 

Max: 0.5 m. 

OS Co-ordinates: 
Reason for trench: 
Context: Type: 

900 Ploughsoil 

901 Subsoil 

902 Natural 

903 Layer 

904 Surface 

905 Layer 

906 Surface 

909 Ditch 

907 Upper fill 

908 Lower fill 

911 Ditch 

9\0 Fill 

913 Ditch 

9\2 Upper fill 

916 Lower fill 

915 Pit 

9\4 Fill 

Ref. I: TL2049144161 Ref. 2: 
General coverage - trench extended 

Description: Excavated: 

Friable dark b"'Y brown silty day moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.32m thick. ~ 

Firm light grey brown silty clay moderate small stones. Up to O.J5m thick. 

Firm mid orange b'Tey sandy clay frequent small·medium stones. 

Finn dark grey silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, occasional small
medium stones. The deposit was c.8.5m long and up to 0.16m thick. Deposit was 
darker than initially described. Pottery, animal bone and RA2 were recovered. Overlies 
(904) 

0 

Compact mid grey brown silty clay frequent medium-large stones. Only a section of the 0 
surface was exposed being at least 2.25m long and up to 0.28m thick. 

Firm mid grey silty clay frequent small stones, occasional medium-large stones. Deposit ~ 
was darker than initially described. Pottery, ceramic building material, animal bone and 
RA I were recovered. Ovcrlies (906). Up to 0.28m thick. 

Compact mid grey brown silty clay frequent medium-large stones. Only a small section 0 
exposed, at least 3m cast-west. Similar to (828) to the south-west. 

Linear NE-SW profile: concave base: Oat dimensions: max breadth 1.54m, max 52] 
depth 0.28m, min length 2.m. The feature was parallel to 19131 immediately to the 
east. Possible continuation of ditches f816f/ [830]. 

Firm mid green grey silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, occasional ~ 
small-medium stones. Small amounts of pottery and animal bone recovered. Deposit 
was up to 0.2m thick. 

Friable mid !:,'Tey brown silty clay occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small stones. ~ 
The deposit was up to 0.08m thick. A sma\1 quantity of pottery was recovered. 

Linear N-S dimcnsiom: max breadth 1.55m, min length I .6m. 0 
Firm mid green ~:,rrey silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0 
Linear NF.-SW profile: concave base: flat dimensions: max breadth 1.75m, max ~ 
depth 0.36m, min length 2.m. The feature was parallel to [909) immediately to the 
west. Possible continuation of ditches [8l6f/[830f. 

Firm mid green grey silty clay occasional small burnt stones, occasional flecks charcoal, 0 
occasional small-medium stones. The deposit was up to 0.33m thick. Pottery and 
animal bone recovered. 

Firm dark green grey silty clay occasional small stones. The deposit was up to 0.08m ~ 
thick. Small amounts of pottery and animal bone recovered. 

lnegular N·S dimensions: max breadth 3.4m, min length 1.6m. 

Firm dark green grey silty clay occasional small-medium stones. A small amount of 
pottery was recovered from the surface of the deposit. 

0 
0 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 10 

Max Dimensions: Length: 

OS Co-ordinates: Ref. I: 

Reason for trench: 

22.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 

TL2050744200 Ref. 2: 
Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.5 m. 
TL2049144184 

Max: 0.5 m. 

Context: Type: 

To investigate possible cropmarks 

Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

1000 Ploughsoil 

I 00 I Subsoil 

I 002 Natural 

1003 

1004 

1005 

1006 

lOll 

1007 

1008 

1009 

1010 

1012 

1013 

1014 

1015 

1016 

Ditch 

Tertiary fill 

Secondary fill 

Primary fill 

Upper fill 

Ditch 

Upper fill 

Tertiary fill 

Secondary fill 

Primary fill 

Quarry 

Fill 

Quarry 

Fill 

Friable dark grey brown silly clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.25m thick. 

Finn mid b'TCY brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.22m thick. 

Compact light orange yellow clay gravel moderate small-large stones. D 
Linear NE-SW profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.6m, max ~ 
depth 0.27m, min length Jl.m. Truncates fill of (1007] to the south. Truncated to 
the NE and SW by quarries. Recutting of a boundary ditch, which may continue to 
thewestas(llll). 

Firm dark grey brown sandy silt occasional small stones. Up to 0.11 m thick. Pottery, ~ 
ceramic building material and animal bone present. 

Plastic light grey brown sandy clay frequent small stones. Up to 0.19m thick. RJ 
friable light yellow grey sandy silt occasional medium stones. Up to 0.07m thick. ~ 

firm dark grey brown sandy silt occasional small stones. Up to 0.15m thick. Same as ~ 
(1004). 

Linear NE-SW profile: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.52m, max ~ 
depth 0.37m, min length IS.m. Truncated to NE and SW by quarries. The 
northern extent truncated by linear feature (1003) on the same alignment. May 
continue to the west as (1111). 

Friable dark grey brown sandy silt occasional small stones. 0.1 m thick. ~ 

Plastic light grey brown silty clay frequent small stones, occasional medium-large ~ 
stones. 0.18m thick. 

Friable light yellow grey sandy silt moderate medium stones, oceasionallargc stones. ~ 
0.14m thick. 

Compact light yellow grey clay gravel occasional large stones. The asymmetrical deposit ~ 
was 0.11 m thick, confined to the NE side of the cut. Erosion from a possible associated 
bank? 

Irregular dimensions: min breadth t.Sm, min length 7.Sm. Located in the 0 
northern area of the trench truncates (1003] and 11007]. 

Hard light yellow red clay gravel frequent small-medium stones. 0 
Irregular dimensions: min breadth 1.5m, min length S.m. Located in the 0 
southern area of the trench, truncates ]10031 and [10071. 

Hard light red yellow sandy gravel frequent small-medium stones. 0 
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Albion Archaeology 

Trench: 11 

Max Dimensions: Length: 31.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. 

OS Co-ordinates: Ref. l: TL2041144181 Ref. 2: 

Reason for trench: To investigate possible cropmarks 

Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m. 
TL2048144178 

Max: 0.4 m. 

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present: 

1100 Ploughsoil 

1101 Subsoil 

1102 Natural 

1\03 Quarry 

1104 Upper fill 

1105 Lower fill 

1106 Quarry 

1107 Fill 

1\08 Quarry 

1109 Fill 

1110 Surface 

Ill\ Ditch 

1112 Fill 

Friable dark grey broWTI silty clay moderate small-medium stones. Up to 0.35m thick. 

Firm mid grey brown silty clay occasional small-medium stones. Up to 0.1 m thick. 

Loose mid orange yellow sandy gravel frequent small-medium stones. 

Irregular E-W profile: vertical dimensions: min breadth 1.6m, min depth O.lm, min 
length I O.m. 

Friable mid yellow grey silty clay occasional small stones. 

Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones. 

Irregular dimensions: min breadth l.Sm, min len~-:th J.Sm. 

Compact light blue grey sandy gravel frequent small stones. 

Irregular dimensions: min breadth l.m, min length l.m. Possible quarry located 
in the extreme eastern end of the trench. Truncates fill of Ill I 1). 

Compact mid yellow grey silty clay moderate small stones. 

Compact mid grey brown silty clay frequent medium-large stones. Pottery and animal 
bone recovered. 

Linear NE-SW profile: conca\'c base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.25m, 
max depth 0.2m, min length 2.Sm. Probably continues to the cast as (100311007). 

Friable dark grey brown silty clay frequent small stones. Small amount<; of pottery and 
animal bone recovered as well as lead waste (RA5). 
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Figure 2: Archaeological remains in the vicinity of the site 
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Photograph 1: External surface (828); Scale 1 metre 

Photograph 2: Stones in top of possible soakaway (81 0]. Sca1e0.4m 

Figure 7: Selected photographs; Northern Area 
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. -
Photograph 3: Trench 2 during machining, with 

moat in foreground and dark pits beyond. 

Photograph 4: Ditch [107] within the interior of the moated platfonn. ScaJe 0.4m 

Figure 8: Selected photographs; Southern Area 
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