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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 In October and November 2012 the Field Services Section of the Clwyd-Powys 

Archaeological Trust (CPAT) carried out investigations in the environs of the Roman fort at 
Caerau, near Beulah, Powys. The work was designed to determine the extent and possible 
nature of the vicus around the fort, by means of small-scale excavation. Financial assistance 
in the form of grant aid was provided by Cadw. 

 
1.2 The work herein described utilised similar methods to those employed in the investigation 

of the vici at Brecon Gaer in 2009 and 2010 (Hankinson 2009; 2010), Hindwell in 2011 
(Hankinson 2011a) and at Castell Collen in the same year (Hankinson 2011b). Unlike some 
of the previous work, geophysical survey did not form an integral part of the work. A 
detailed magnetic gradiometer survey had revealed part of the vicus, to the north-west of the 
fort, in 2004 (Silvester, Hopewell and Grant 2005), and it was thought at the time that the 
geophysics had assessed all likely extra-mural areas. The results from the current work 
implies the situation is more complicated than had been realised (see para 5.4, below). 

 
1.3 Excavations this year were limited to small-scale test pits, placed around the perihery of the 

fort and its known vicus. The main purpose in the selection of the areas examined was to 
determine whether there was evidence for extra-mural activity on other sides of the fort in 
addition to that already known. Insufficient time and poor (wet) ground conditions this 
season meant that the examination of ground to the north of the fort was abandoned and it is 
hoped this will be completed in 2013-14. 

 
 
2 THE FORT AND ITS ENVIRONS 
 
2.1 The Roman fort at Caerau (SN 9239 5016) lies about half way between the forts at 

Llandovery (Carmarthenshire) and Castell Collen (Radnorshire/Powys) and around 1km 
south-east of Beulah in south-west Powys. It occupies a low hill immediately adjacent to 
the Roman road (RR623a) and overlooking the Afon Cammarch, a tributary stream of the 
Afon Irfon, to the north-east. The fort lies at an altitude of approximately 220m OD, about 
30m above the adjacent river level, and has clear views towards the escarpment of Mynydd 
Epynt to the south and south-east, with rather more restricted views to the hills on the west 
and north. The locality is one of rolling topography, covering a strip of land about 6km in 
overall width sandwiched between the plateau of Mynydd Epynt and the Cambrian 
Mountains, both of which exceed 450m OD in elevation. 

 
2.2 The fort was only conclusively recognised as a Roman military fortification as late as the 

1950s through the work of Barri Jones (Jones 1957, 126), although it is surprising that it 
was missed by the Ordnance Survey in the late 19th century, especially as there was 
apparently a local tradition that this was the site of a Roman camp (Jones 1923, 156). 
Additionally, there were two references to Roman pottery being found here before the 
1950s, firstly during drainage works at the farm in the late 1870s (Banks 1879, 151) and 
again in 1914 as a result of ploughing (Jones 1923, 156). The latter reference mentions that 
‘many cartloads of pieces of earthenware vessels, of varying sizes and thickness were 
turned up’ when a field called ‘Cae Pen y Bont’ was first ploughed; examination of the 
Tithe map and apportionment shows that this was the field which runs down to Black 
Bridge on the Afon Cammarch, to the north-east of the farm. The place where the ceramic 
material was found is described by Jones (1923, 156) as a ‘small flat area’ of the field and 
he comments that ‘pieces of concrete’ were found at the site in 1914, which he supposed to 
have been the floor of a ‘factory’, although it might be more appropriate to consider this 
evidence as indicative of a bath-house. The medieval motte known as ‘Twdin’ was first 
recorded here by Jones (1805-9, 267), and its presence on the south-western part of the 
defences seems to have been a cause of confusion in the years before the fort was 
recognised. A typical occurrence is related by Banks (1879, 151), who mentions that ‘from 

 2



CPAT Report No. 1179                                       Caerau Roman Vicus, Beulah, Powys 
Archaeological investigations 2012  

the discovery of rubbish and ruins, and from the place being called the encampments, some 
have concluded that it was a Roman station’. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1 The location of Caerau fort 
 
 
2.3 The fort has been recently described in some detail in Burnham and Davies (2010) and 

much of the following summary is drawn from that source. The fort was first studied in 
1958 (Jones and Thomson 1958) and trial excavations in 1965 identified two phases of 
construction. In both phases the fort was slightly trapezoidal, the earlier measuring c.167m 
by 117m on the west and 110m on the east, (1.9 hectares), the second measuring c.106m on 
the north side, 113m on the south, 117m on the west and 115m on the east (1.3 hectares). 
The 1965 excavations investigated the north-western defences, demonstrating that the 
earlier fort rampart was built of clay with a turf front resting on a cobble foundation, the 
rampart being fronted by two ditches. The defences of the second fort were of similar 
construction, but the two ditches were infilled and replaced with a single ditch. Only limited 
excavations were undertaken in the interior, identifying part of a phase 1 timber building 
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which was later replaced by a stone-built granary.  Finds suggest that the site was occupied 
between about AD 75-120 with its abandonment early in the reign of Hadrian. The date of 
the reduction cannot be determined on the basis of the 1965 finds but a Trajanic date would 
seem appropriate. 

 
2.4 The presence of a vicus to the north-west of the fort was initially recognised in 1958, when 

two small, semi-circular terraces were noted, together with marks that were claimed to 
represent the foundations of four rectangular buildings. Pottery, brick, tile and other 
material were scattered by the plough. An embankment, on an alignment similar to that of 
the fort, which ran for c. 140m on ground sloping down to the Afon Cammarch, was 
thought not to be a road, but its purpose remained obscure, while a split-level shelf on the 
terrace above the river had building material on it. A quarry on the far side of the road 
running 100m west of the fort was also claimed as a source of stone for the fort and its 
vicus, but this appears to be no more than supposition.  A prominent ledge in front of the 
north-east gate was considered to be the site of the bath-house, although this might be 
questioned in the light of the evidence from 1914, which can be alternatively read to refer 
(more probably) to the split-level shelf lower down the field where it overlooks Black 
Bridge on the Afon Cammarch, somewhat nearer to the river and thus with easier access to 
a water supply. 

 
2.5 Small-scale trial excavations and a ground survey were conducted by CPAT in 1990 within 

the area of the known vicus north-west of the fort in response to an application for 
scheduled monument consent to rotavate the field (Jones 1990). Fourteen test pits, each 1m 
square, were positioned either to investigate obvious earthwork features, or to provide data 
on the depth of archaeological deposits within the field as a whole. The ploughsoil varied in 
thickness between 0.2m and 0.3m, except where it overlay the Roman road, which was 
covered by only 0.15m of ploughsoil. Two test pits were positioned along the Roman road, 
both revealing a solid metalled surface composed of compacted fine gravel. Pottery and/or 
brick and tile fragments were recorded in ten of the test pits, including the rim of a mortaria 
which had been stamped DOCI, representing the name Doccius or Docilis, who was one of 
the most important potters working at Wroxeter in the period AD 100-150 (identification by 
Kay Hartley). 

 
2.6 The 1990 ground survey identified the Roman road heading north-west from the fort, as 

well as a number of other, potentially Roman, earthworks and several linear features which 
were assumed to be modern field drains. To the north-east of the road a large platform was 
identified, cutting into the slope and measuring around 40m by 35m. Two of the three test 
pits located within the area of the platform produced evidence for occupation in the form of 
a compacted surface, possibly a floor, and fragments of brick and tile. Previous plans of the 
site (Jones and Thomson 1958; followed by RCAHMW 1986, 131) claimed the positions of 
presumed buildings, although, with the exception of the large platform, the 1990 survey 
failed to confirm their presence. 

 
2.7 Geophysical survey in 2004 (see Fig. 2, below) provided unequivocal confirmation of the 

presence of extra-mural settlement to the north-west of the fort, demonstrating a regular 
layout of buildings on either side of the Roman road, although no clear plan could be 
deduced. Evidence for rectangular buildings was also forthcoming outside the north-east 
rampart of the fort, although an adjacent earthwork bank points to the possibility that this 
was an annexe to the fort, rather than part of a vicus. The remainder of the field to the north-
east of the fort was not examined in 2004 so it is difficult to determine whether activity 
extended further on this side. Geophysical survey failed to identify any evidence for extra-
mural activity in a sample area examined to the south-west of the fort. 
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Caerau Fort 

 
Fig. 2  The results of the 2004 geophysics 

 
 

2.8 An examination of LiDAR data has identified a trackway leading eastward from the 
presumed position of the south-east gate of the fort, although this may or may not be of 
Roman date. The line of roads heading north-east and south-west from the fort may have 
been adopted by footpaths, depicted on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition mapping of 1889. 

 
2.9 The area around Caerau has also begun to yield evidence of a number of earthworks and 

cropmarks that are likely to relate to Roman activity during the conquest period and perhaps 
into the 2nd century AD (Fig 1). Aerial photographs by Professor J K S St Joseph in the 
1970s and much more recently by Dr T. Driver of the Welsh Royal Commission combine to 
show a busy landscape in the earlier Roman era. A large marching camp and other 
potentially military earthworks lie 500m to the north-west, while two possible practice 
camps have been identified, one 200m to the west and another 320m to the south-west 
(Davies and Jones 2006, 91-2). Cropmarks further to the west suggest one, or perhaps two, 
additional camps.  

 
 
3 METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 The primary aim of the investigations was to assess the extent of any potential vicus activity 

in the fields surrounding the fort, whilst liiting ground disturbance to acceptable levels. To 
this end, the methodology adopted followed that used at Brecon Gaer and Hindwell (for 
which see references above), to allow the limits of Roman activity to be gauged without 
recourse to large-scale area excavation. The areas examined were largely outside those 
covered by the 2004 geophysical survey, which had already identified detailed evidence of 
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the vicus on the north-west side of the fort. Further, both the fort and the north-western 
vicus are included within a scheduled area (SAM BR 148), which defines the known extent 
of the Roman activity. 

 
3.2 A series of test pits (each 1.2m square) were cut at intervals across the ground surrounding 

this area, in order to identify the presence or absence of layers and/or features of Roman 
origin and therefore determine the extent of Roman occupation. The positions in which test 
pits were excavated were chosen to provide as even a distribution as possible, although 
consideration was also given to the nature of the local topography and the presence of 
surface features of potential relevance. 

 
3.3 In each test pit, the modern soil layer(s) were removed by hand down to the first significant 

archaeological horizon, or the natural subsoil if no archaeological horizon was identified. 
The resulting surface was cleaned and examined to assess its potential and, if necessary, a 
small amount of investigation was then carried out to elucidate any features or deposits that 
were present, within the overall aim of having a minimal impact on their integrity. Any 
material that could assist in their dating was recovered, where appropriate. 

 
3.4 As has been noted in previous work of this type, it has to be stated that the understanding of 

any features revealed in test pits of this size will always be limited, as the restricted view of 
the features makes interpretation problematical. The interpretations given in Section 5 of 
this report must therefore necessarily be provisional. It should also be emphasised that 
although some evidence which has a bearing on the nature and dating of the vicus was 
revealed by the excavations, the primary aim of the work has been to define the extent of 
the settlement, and, in this regard, negative evidence is equally valid. 

 
3.5 Each test pit was located by total station survey, thus establishing their precise position in 

relation to previous work at the site and the local field boundaries. The accuracy of the 
locations is qualified only by the scale of the available digital mapping, but it should be 
possible to relocate any test pit in the future from the archived data and ten-figure national 
grid references for these have been created from the survey data. 

 
 
4 EXCAVATIONS 
 
4.1 In total 24 test pits (see Fig. 3) were excavated by hand in the pasture fields surrounding the 

fort. Test pits are described separately in the text which follows, with the numbers in 
brackets in this section referring to context descriptions given to individual layers or 
features within the site archive. Only those test pits which produced significant in-situ 
archaeological features are illustrated. The site archive is detailed below in Appendix 1 and 
comprises brief lists of the drawn, written and photographic records generated during the 
course of the excavations. 

 
4.2 Post-excavation finds processing work on the material from the test pits has commenced, 

and all finds have now been cleaned, sorted and appropriately packaged. Only a small 
quantity of finds was recovered so a preliminary catalogue is presented in Appendix 2, 
although further detail may be needed at a later stage. At present, it is proposed that further 
work will be carried out at Caerau in 2013, so full quantification and reporting of the whole 
collection will not be undertaken until the next season of excavation has been completed. A 
Roman pottery specialist will then be consulted for identification and comments on the 
pottery from both seasons.  
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Fig. 3:  Location of the test pits showing positive and negative evidence 

 
 
4.3 Test pit 1 (NGR SN 92173 50326)  
4.3.1 The test pit was placed in the field to the west of the scheduled area, beyond the public road 

which is also assumed to be the course of a Roman road. The ground in this field slopes 
gently down to the north-east. 

 
4.3.2 The natural, yellowish and orange-coloured stony silt subsoil (8) was present at a depth of 

0.27m, and formed the base of the test pit. A sub-circular feature (9), 0.23m in diameter and 
60mm deep, was observed in the base of the test pit and was filled with brown clay silt (10); 
this could have been a small pit or may have been the result of animal burrowing, but there 
was nothing to suggest it was of Roman origin. The overlying deposit of grey-brown loamy 
silt (7), 0.12m thick, probably represented the lowest part of the ploughsoil and was itself 
overlain by a band of similar material (6), 70mm thick, with a marked gravel content. The 
topsoil (5) was 80mm thick and similar in its nature to layer 8, although possibly slightly 
darker in colour. No finds were observed in any of the layers. 
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4.4 Test pit 2 (NGR SN 92166 50295) 
4.4.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pit No 1, about 32m to the south-south-west 

of the latter. 
 
4.4.2 The natural, yellowish and orange-coloured stony silt subsoil (4) lay at a depth of 0.31m, 

and appeared throughout the base of the test pit. The overlying soils were effectively the 
same as for test pit No 1, comprising a layer of mid-grey-brown silt (3), 0.13m thick, 
overlain by a band of similar material (2), 80mm thick, with a marked gravel content. The 
topsoil layer (1), 0.1m thick, was similar in appearance and content to layer 3. No features 
or finds were observed in any of the layers. 

 
 
4.5 Test pit 3 (NGR SN 92159 50260) 
4.5.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pits Nos 1 and 2, about 36m to the south-

south-west of No 2. 
 
4.5.2 The natural, yellowish and orange-coloured stony silt subsoil (14) was present at a depth of 

0.28m, and appeared throughout the base of the test pit. The overlying soils were effectively 
the same as for test pit No 1, comprising a layer of mid-grey-brown silt (13), 0.15m thick, 
overlain by a band of similar material (12), 5mm thick, with a marked gravel content. The 
topsoil layer (11), 80mm thick, was similar in appearance and content to layer 13. No 
features or finds were observed in any of the layers. 

 
 

4.6 Test pit 4 (NGR SN 92237 50151) 
4.6.1 The test pit was placed in the field to the south-west of the fort, on the opposite side of the 

farm access road to Twdin motte. The ground here is initially fairly level, only dropping 
away gently beyond the area in which pits 4-7 were excavated. 

 
4.6.2 The natural, yellowish and orange-coloured stony silt subsoil (14) was present at a depth of 

0.28m, and appeared throughout the base of the test pit. The overlying soils were effectively 
the same as for test pit No 1, comprising a layer of mid-grey-brown silt (13), 0.15m thick, 
overlain by a band of similar material (12), 50mm thick, with a marked gravel content. The 
topsoil layer (11), 80mm thick, was similar in appearance and content to layer 13. No 
features or finds were observed in any of the layers. 

 
 
4.7 Test pit 5 (NGR SN 92266 50126) 
4.7.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pit No 4, about 38m to the south-east of the 

latter, and on the south-west side of the fort. 
 
4.7.2 The natural, pale grey and yellow stony clay subsoil (21) was present at a depth of 0.28m, 

and appeared throughout the base of the test pit. The overlying soils comprised a layer of 
fairly stony pale grey silty clay (20), 0.2m thick and containing some 19th-century finds, 
covered by a topsoil layer of grey-brown clay silt (19), 80mm thick. No features or finds 
were observed in any of the layers. 

 
 
4.8 Test pit 6 (NGR SN 92289 50092) 
4.8.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pits No 4 and 5, about 41m to the south-east 

of No 5 and on the south-west side of the fort. 
 
4.8.2 The natural subsoil, exposed at a depth of 0.32m, comprised orange to yellow stony clay silt 

(32). It had been cut by what appeared to be a near circular pit (31) 0.2m deep and 
seemingly about 0.86m in diameter, although part of the feature extended beyond the edges 
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of the excavation. The bottom of the pit had a layer of charcoal (30), up to 60mm thick, 
from which a small fragment of possibly prehistoric pottery was recovered; this was sealed 
by a layer of brownish-grey clay silt (29) which averaged 0.12m thick and contained a 
significant quantity of rounded stones. The stones did not form any coherent structure but 
rather appeared to have been heated for use in the cooking process.   

 

 
 

Fig. 4 Test pit 6 after excavation showing the possible prehistoric pit (31), from the south-
west. Photo CPAT 3537-0024 

 
4.8.3 Later activity was represented by a layer of mid-greyish-brown gritty and gravelly silty clay 

(28), 0.1m thick, which sealed the pit fills and elsewhere lay directly on the surface of the 
natural subsoil. The upper layers in the test pit comprised mid-brown clay silt (27), 0.12m 
thick, overlain by a band of mid-brown gravelly silt (26), 40mm thick, that was sealed by 
the topsoil layer of mid-brown clay silt (25), 60mm thick. 

 
 
4.9 Test pit 7 (NGR SN 92304 50070) 
4.9.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pits Nos 4-6, about 27m to the south-east of 

No 6 and on the south-west side of the fort. 
 
4.9.2 The natural, orange stony silt subsoil (24) appeared at a depth of 0.28m. The overlying soils 

comprised a layer of stony brown silt (23), 0.11m thick, which might have been an old 
ploughsoil. The surface topsoil layer was a mid-grey-brown clay silt (22), 0.17m thick. No 
features or finds were observed in any of the layers. 

 
 
4.10 Test pit 8 (NGR SN 92318 50043) 
4.10.1 The test pit was excavated in the field occupied by the south corner of the fort, about 30m 

to the south-east of test pit No 7. The ground here slopes moderately away from the fort to 
the south. 

 
4.10.2 The natural brownish-orange stony silt subsoil (37) was revealed at a depth of 0.4m, 

throughout the test pit. It was covered by a layer of greyish to orangey-brown clay silt (36), 
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0.2m in thickness, which lay beneath an upper layer of greyish-brown clay silt (35), 0.2m 
thick, that constitutes the local topsoil. No features or finds were observed in any of the 
layers. 

 
 
4.11 Test pit 9 (NGR SN 92347 50036) 
4.11.1 The test pit was excavated in the same field as test pit No 8, about 30m to its east-south-

east. 
 
4.11.2 The natural brownish-orange stony silt subsoil (34) was revealed at a depth of 0.27m, 

throughout the test pit. It was covered by a single layer of greyish-brown clay silt (33), 
0.27m thick, which constitutes the local topsoil. No features or finds were observed in 
either of the layers. 

 
 
4.12 Test pit 10 (NGR SN 92387 50054) 
4.12.1 Pit 10 was placed in the southern of the two fields to the south-east of the fort, about 44m 

east-north-east of test pit No 9. Beyond the line of the defences on this side of the fort, the 
field slopes fairly steeply to the south-east. 

 
4.12.2 Natural subsoil was encountered at a depth of 0.49m, comprising a variable layer of grey 

silty gravel and orange-buff gritty silt (41). It was covered by a layer of buff-brown clay silt 
(40), 0.13m thick and containing plentiful charcoal, which could be disturbed material 
associated with the fort although this could not be confirmed owing to the lack of diagnostic 
finds. A further disturbed layer overlay layer 40, consisting of mixed grey and yellowish 
silty clay (39), 80mm thick and containing some charcoal flecks. These was sealed by the 
local topsoil, a layer of grey-brown stony clay silt (38), 0.28m thick, which contained a few 
finds dating to the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 

 
 

Fig. 5 Test pit 11 showing feature (45), from the west-south-west.  
Photo CPAT 3537-0037 
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4.13 Test pit 11 (NGR SN 92429 50082) 
4.13.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pit No 10, about 50m to its north-east. 
 
4.13.2 Natural subsoil was encountered at a depth of 0.42m, comprising a variable layer of grey 

silty gravel and orange-buff gritty silt (103). It appeared to have been cut by a shallow 
feature/gully (45), which ran diagonally across the test pit and was at least 70mm deep, but 
could not be further defined as it extended beyond the limits of excavation. It was filled 
with a layer of greyish-brown silty clay (44), containing flecks of charcoal and burnt bone. 
The fill was sealed by a layer of orange-brown stony clay silt (43), 0.17m thick, which 
elsewhere overlay the natural subsoil and contained some material which could be of 
Roman date. This was covered by the local topsoil, a layer of grey-brown stony clay silt 
(42), 0.25m thick. 

 
 
4.14 Test pit 12 (NGR SN 92494 50100) 
4.14.1 Pit 12 was placed in the northern of the two fields to the south-east of the fort, about 67m 

east-north-east of test pit No 11. It was placed on a small natural terrace but elsewhere the 
field slopes moderately to the east. 

 
4.14.2 The natural subsoil, an orange-brown silty shale (48) was revealed at a depth of 0.29m. It 

was covered by a loose orange-brown gravelly silt (47), 0.1m thick, and the local topsoil, a 
soft greyish-brown clay silt (46), 0.16m thick. No features were seen in any of the layers. 

 
 
4.15 Test pit 13 (NGR SN 92543 50150) 
4.15.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pit No 12, about 70m to its north-east on 

moderately sloping ground. 
 
4.15.2 The natural subsoil was revealed at a depth of 0.3m, comprising orange stony silt (51) 

interspersed with shale bedrock. It was overlain by grey-brown gravelly silt (50) which 
varied from 80mm to 0.16m in thickness and contained a few fragments of brick, although 
these were not definitely Roman. The local topsoil was a sticky grey-brown clay silt (49), 
up to 0.16m thick. No features were observed. 

 
 
4.16 Test pit 14 (NGR SN 92587 50195) 
4.16.1 Pit 14 was placed in the same field as pits Nos 12 and 13, about 63m north-east of pit 13 on 

moderately sloping ground. 
 
4.16.2 Shale bedrock (54) with some interspersed orange silt was revealed at a depth of 0.22m and 

this was overlain by grey-brown gravelly silt (53) which was 0.1m in thickness. The local 
topsoil was a sticky grey-brown clay silt (52), 0.12m thick. No features were observed. 

 
 
4.17 Test pit 15 (NGR SN 92178 50345) 
4.17.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as test pits Nos 1-3, about 20m to the north-north-

east of pit No 1, to see if there was any trace of a continuation of the Roman road which is 
known to run north-west from the fort through the vicus defined in 1990 and 2004. 

 
4.17.2 The natural, yellowish and orange-coloured stony silt subsoil (58) was present at a depth of 

0.25m, and appeared throughout the base of the test pit, although with some traces of 
animal burrowing. The overlying soils were also effectively the same as for test pit No 1, 
comprising a layer of mid-grey-brown silt (57), 0.12m thick, overlain by a band of similar 
material (56), 40mm thick, with a marked gravel content. The topsoil layer (55), was 90mm 
in thickness, and comprised grey-brown loamy silt. One fragment of glass which might be 
Roman in origin was found in the topsoil, but no significant features were revealed. 
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4.18 Test pit 16 (NGR SN 92182 50361) 
4.18.1 Pit 16 was placed in the same field as test pits Nos 1-3 and 15, about 17m to the north-

north-east of pit No 15. 
 
4.18.2 The natural subsoil was encountered at a depth of 0.24m and comprised a variable layer of 

pale orange-grey stony silt and pale grey silt with fragments of shale (62). The overlying 
soils were the same as for test pit No 15, comprising a layer of mid-grey-brown silt (61), 
0.12m thick, overlain by a band of similar material (60), 50mm thick, with a marked gravel 
content. The topsoil layer (59), was 70mm in thickness, and comprised grey-brown loamy 
silt. 

 
 
4.19 Test pit 17 (NGR SN 92460 50114) 
4.19.1 Test pit 17 was placed just to the south-east of the south-east defences of the fort, in the 

field which also contains its north-eastern end. The pit lay on a moderate south-east slope, 
about 45m north-east of test pit No 11 and 37m west-north-west of test pit No 12. 

 

 
 

Fig. 6 Test pit 17 after excavation showing the gully/drain (65), from the east-south-east.  
Photo CPAT 3537-0059 

 
4.19.2 Natural subsoil, comprising slightly yellowish orange-grey clay silt (67) was revealed at a 

depth of 0.35m. This had been cut a gully or drain (65), 0.76m wide and 0.35m deep, 
running in a west-north-west/east-south-east direction, whose fill of grey-brown clay silt 
(66) had a large stone content as well as some Roman pottery. Excavation of the feature 
was terminated at a hard layer of manganese/iron panning but the rapid flooding that ensued 
made it difficult to be certain that its base had been reached. Both the fill of the feature and 
the natural subsoil were overlain by a layer of pale grey stony clay silt (64), up to 0.15m 
thick, that was devoid of finds and itself overlain by grey-brown clay silt (63), 0.2m thick 
and containing a small number of possibly Roman finds, which constitutes the local topsoil.  
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4.20 Test pit 18 (NGR SN 92488 50142) 
4.20.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pit No 17, about 40m to its north-east. 
 
4.20.2 Natural subsoil, comprising pale grey silty clay with patches of orange silt (70) was 

revealed at a depth of 0.28m, where it was found to have been cut by a linear trench (71), 
over 0.15m wide and at least 0.2m deep. The lowest fill was dark brown silty clay (73) with 
a ceramic land drain at its base, covered by pale yellowish-grey silty clay (72), about 0.15m 
thick. The linear trench had also cut a layer of light brown silty clay with pale yellow 
mottling (69), 0.1m thick, which overlay the natural subsoil and was, in turn, covered by the 
local topsoil, a layer of brown clay silt (68), 0.18m thick. No finds or significant features 
were revealed. 

 
 
4.21 Test pit 19 (NGR SN 92519 50309) 
4.21.1 Pit 19 was excavated in the field to the north-east of the fort, which has a moderate slope 

running down to Black Bridge on the Afon Cammarch. 
 
4.21.2 Natural subsoil was encountered at a depth of 0.32m, comprising pale buff gritty silt (78). 

The upper level of the natural soil dipped somewhat near the north-east end of the pit, 
where it was overlain by a pale grey-buff silt (77), up to 70mm thick, which appeared to 
represent a layer of in-situ Roman material although it was not clear if this was part of the 
fill of a feature on the north-east side of the test pit. Both layer 77 and the natural subsoil 
were covered by a layer of dark buff-brown silt (76), 80mm thick, which contained a few 
rounded fragments of fired clay of potential Roman date and may represent a post-Roman 
soil. The upper layers in the test pit consisted of stony grey-brown silt (75), between 0.13m 
and 0.15m in thickness, overlain by sticky grey-brown clay silt (74), 0.11m thick, which 
constitutes the local topsoil. 

 
 
4.22 Test pit 20 (NGR SN 92535 50279) 
4.22.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pit No 19, about 35m to its south-south-east.  
 

 
 

Fig. 7 Test pit 20, showing bedrock in the sondage, from the north-east. Photo CPAT 
3537-0066 
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4.22.2 Natural shale bedrock (83) was revealed at a depth of 0.65m in a sondage excavated in the 
north-west half of the test pit. The sondage was excavated to determine the nature of the 
overlying layer of pale yellow-grey mottled silty clay (82), which had some material of 
Roman origin on its upper surface and proved to be 0.26m in thickness. Layer 82 was 
sealed by a layer of grey stony clay silt (81), 0.23m thick, in which some Roman brick and 
tile was present. The uppermost layers in the trench comprised a thin band of grey pebbly 
silt (80), 60mm thick, overlain by the local topsoil of grey clay silt (79), 0.1m thick. 

 
 
4.23 Test pit 21 (NGR SN 92570 50331) 
4.23.1 Pit No 21 was placed in the same field as pits Nos 19 and 20, about 63m to the north-east of 

the latter. It was intentionally positioned to investigate the nature of the deposits related to 
the lower of two adjacent platformed areas, the upper being examined in test pit No 22. 

 
4.23.2 Natural subsoil was not encountered in this test pit, the earliest layer revealed being pale 

grey clay (86) with plentiful angular stones which seemed to form some type of metalled 
surface although its upper surface was irregular in the part exposed in a sondage at the east 
corner of the test pit. It was covered by a mixed yellowish-buff clay and grey clay (85), 
which was 0.14m thick and contained charcoal flecks together with material of Roman date. 
The uppermost layer in the test pit was the local topsoil, a grey, sticky clay silt (84), 0.22m 
thick. 

 
 
4.24 Test pit 22 (NGR SN 92556 50324) 
4.24.1 Pit No 22 was excavated in the same field as pits Nos 19-21, about 16m to the south-west of 

pit No 21. It was positioned to investigate the nature of the deposits related to the upper of 
two adjacent platformed areas, the lower being examined in test pit No 21. 

 
4.24.2 As with pit 21, natural subsoil was not encountered in this test pit, the earliest layer 

revealed being a layer of mottled light grey to orange clay silt (92), at least 70mm thick and 
assumed to provide the base for the overlying metalled surface (91). The metalling was 
40mm thick and probably represented a yard surface or similar feature, it was overlain by a 
90mm-thick layer of grey clay silt (90) containing some fragments of charcoal. 

 
4.24.3 Layer 90 was sealed beneath a layer of pale grey silty clay (89) containing many fragments 

of fragmented shale and Roman finds that were clearly in-situ; it was in turn covered by 
pale grey silty clay (88), 0.2m thick, which contained some redeposited Roman material. 
The surface topsoil was grey clay silt (87), 0.1m in thickness. 

 
 
4.25 Test pit 23 (NGR SN 92576 50240) 
4.25.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pits Nos 19-22, about 56m to the south-east of 

pit No 20. 
 
4.25.2 Natural shale bedrock (95) with some associated grey silt was encountered at a depth of 

0.20m and was covered by a layer of shale in a matrix of pale grey clay silt (94), 0.1m 
thick. The surface topsoil was grey clay silt (93), 0.1m in thickness. 

 
 
4.26 Test pit 24 (NGR SN 92593 50282) 
4.26.1 The test pit was placed in the same field as pits Nos 19-23, about 58m to the east of pit No 

20 and located on a small north-east sloping knoll. 
 
4.26.2 Natural subsoil, comprising firm orange gritty silt (102) was encountered at a depth of 

0.24m at the south-east edge of the test pit, but had been cut by a probable Roman ditch 
(101) running approximately north-west/south-east. The ditch was at least 0.55m deep with 
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a steep initial drop to the north-east of about 0.2m before it settled to a fairly consistent 
slope of around 25 degrees; its base was not reached which implies a width of at least 2m. 
Three layers were observed, the lowest being a lens of dark orangey-brown gritty silt (100), 
up to 40mm thick, which was only present at the base of the excavation. It was overlain by 
pale grey sticky clay (99), up to 0.29m thick and containing flecks of charcoal and 
fragments of burnt clay, which was visible along the south-west side of the ditch. The 
uppermost fill was an orange-buff gritty silt (98), up to 0.22m thick and containing charcoal 
flecks, small fragments of burnt clay and a single piece of furnace lining. 

 
4.26.3 The ditch fills were sealed by a layer of grey-brown stony silt (97), 0.18m thick, and the 

local topsoil of grey-brown sticky clay silt (96), 0.10m in thickness. 
 

 
 

Fig. 8 Test pit 24 after excavation, showing the probable Roman ditch (101), from the 
north-west. Photo CPAT 3537-0066 

 
 
4.27 During work on the field to the north-east of the fort, the riverbank of the Afon Cammarch 

was examined for any material which might indicate Roman activity associated with a river 
crossing. No evidence of a road was noted, but two areas of archaeological interest was 
present. At NGR SN 92701 50212, a layer of charcoal-rich soil and burnt stones, about 
0.3m thick, was seen in an eroded scarp on the south-west side of the river; unfortunately, 
there were no readily datable artefacts associated with the layer which might have 
elucidated its origin. Further to the north-west, at NGR SN 92640 50284, a layer of brown 
silt containing ceramic material of Roman date and about 0.5m thick, was visible in the 
south-west bank of the river. This might be an in-situ deposit, but is perhaps more likely to 
represent material deposited here by artificial means in the 19th or early 20th centuries, 
something hinted at by the references to material revealed during ploughing nearby in 
paragraph 2.2, above. 
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5 CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 Twenty-four test pits were excavated in the area surrounding the fort and known vicus in 

this year’s programme of investigation at Caerau, in an attempt further to define the extra-
mural activity revealed by previous work. At the commencement of the project this had 
been thought to lie exclusively on the north-west side of the fort, so pits were placed both 
beyond the known extent of the activity and in other areas to determine whether this 
assumption was correct. It was not possible to completely cover the area surrounding the 
fort, in part owing to the waterlogged nature of the ground to its north at the time of the 
excavations; it is hoped that this area will be investigated in a future year. 

 
5.2 The test pits on the north-west side of the fort, beyond the known area of the vicus, 

provided only negative evidence and therefore proved to our satisfaction that the vicus did 
not extend beyond the main north-south Roman road which passes the fort to its west. 
Likewise, those pits to the south-west of the fort were devoid of evidence of Roman 
activity, and it therefore seems that there was no extra-mural development on that side of 
the fort. 

 
5.3 The situation on the south-east side of the fort was similar, in that most of the test pits were 

devoid of in-situ features of Roman date, although the area near the fort gate on that side 
showed evidence of limited activity in test pit No 11 and some disturbed material which 
may have signified activity nearby in test pit 10. A gully or drain of probable Roman date 
was revealed in test pit 17, to the north-east of pit 11; this was perhaps indicative of the 
need for drainage in relation to the fort defences. None of the pits revealed evidence which 
could be ascribed to the vicus. 

 
5.4 On the north-east side of the fort, investigations were limited to a single field (Cae Pen y 

Bont running down to the Afon Cammarch at Black Bridge. Plentiful evidence of Roman 
activity was revealed there, although the implication of the negative evidence in test pit No 
23 is that this was probably limited to a restricted zone flanking the road that exited the fort 
in this direction. There were two significant discoveries: firstly the platformed area 
investigated by test pits 21 and 22, where it seemed that there was evidence for its use by 
buildings in the Roman period; this may tie in with reports from the First World War of 
material indicative of a bath-house having been removed from a small flat area of the field. 
The second area of interest was revealed by test pit 24, in which a probable Roman ditch, 
running north-west/south-east, was discovered. It may be that this defines a previously 
unknown annexe or enclosed area on this side of the fort, but further work, perhaps in the 
form of targeted geophysics, would be needed to confirm this hypothesis. 

 
5.5 Roman ceramic material was also found in the bank of the River Cammarch at the base of 

the slope on the north-east side of the fort, but it is uncertain whether this material is in-situ. 
It more probably represents material removed from the field above during ploughing and 
drainage works in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

 
5.6 Although the work described in this report concentrates on the Roman activity at Caerau, it 

is worth noting that no evidence of medieval activity was revealed in any of the test pits, 
despite the proximity of the ‘Twdin’ motte to those on the south-west side of the fort. One 
of the nearest test pits (No 6) to the motte on this side did reveal a pit which was probably 
associated with cooking, although from the material contained within it suggests that a 
prehistoric date would seem more appropriate. 

 
5.7 As has been mentioned above, it is hoped that further work will be undertaken at Caerau in 

2013-14. It is anticipated that this will include further test pits on the north side of the fort, 
but there are a number of other questions regarding the Roman occupation of the fort 
environs which might be investigated, such as whether the Roman activity revealed this 
year on the north-east side of the fort lies within an enclosure defined by the ditch seen in 
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test pit 24. This is probably best accomplished by carrying out a rapid programme of 
targeted geophysics, which may reveal evidence of further sub-surface features in the field. 
Other uncertainties in the fort environs pertain to the nature of the north-east/south-west 
bank (124519), the practice camp and enclosures (124514-6) and the possible camps 
(124524), depicted on Fig 9.  

 
 

 
 

© Crown Copyright and database right 2009. All rights reserved. Welsh Assembly Government. Licence number 100017916. 
© Hawlfraint y Goron â hawl gronfa ddata 2009. Cedwir pob hawl. Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru. Rhif trwydded 100017916. 

 
Fig. 9 Caerau Roman fort and its immediate environs 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
SITE ARCHIVE 

 
 
95 digital photographs, CPAT Film No 3537 
Photographic catalogue 
103 context description forms 
3 A4 site drawings 
Context register 
Drawings register 
Correspondence 
 
Finds 
The preliminary assessment of the finds is included below in Appendix 2. 
 
Digital data 
Location plans of test pits and topographical features – Caer1.dxf, Caer2.dxf, Caer3.dxf, 
Caer4.dxf, Caer5.dxf. 
 
 
Contexts Register   
 

Context (Test pit)  Type Comment 
1 (2) Layer of soil Topsoil 
2 (2) Layer of stone  
3 (2) Layer of soil  
4 (2) Natural subsoil  
5 (1) Layer of soil Topsoil 
6 (1) Layer of stone  
7 (1) Layer of soil  
8 (1) Natural subsoil  
9 (1) Pit ?  Probable animal burrow 

10 (1) Layer of fill Fill of 9 
11 (3) Layer of soil Topsoil 
12 (3) Layer of stone  
13 (3) Layer of soil  
14 (3) Natural subsoil  
15 (4) Layer of soil Topsoil 
16 (4) Layer of soil  
17 (4) Layer of soil  
18 (4) Natural subsoil  
19 (5) Layer of soil Topsoil 
20 (5) Layer of soil  
21 (5) Natural subsoil  
22 (7) Layer of soil Topsoil 
23 (7) Layer of soil  
24 (7) Natural subsoil  
25 (6) Layer of soil Topsoil 
26 (6) Layer of gravel  
27 (6) Layer of soil  
28 (6) Layer of soil  
29 (6) Layer of fill Upper fill of pit 31 
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30 (6) Layer of fill Lower fill of pit 31 
31 (6) Pit Pit probably used for cooking – Prehistoric ? 
32 (6) Natural subsoil  
33 (9) Layer of soil Topsoil 
34 (9) Natural subsoil  
35 (8) Layer of soil Topsoil 
36 (8) Layer of soil  
37 (8) Natural subsoil  

38 (10) Layer of soil Topsoil 
39 (10) Layer of soil  
40 (10) Layer of soil Charcoal-rich 
41 (10) Natural subsoil  
42 (11) Layer of soil Topsoil 
43 (11) Layer of soil  
44 (11) Layer of fill Fill of 45 
45 (11) Gully ? Possibly Roman 
46 (12) Layer of soil Topsoil 
47 (12) Layer of soil  
48 (12) Natural subsoil  
49 (13) Layer of soil Topsoil 
50 (13) Layer of soil  
51 (13) Natural subsoil Bedrock also present 
52 (14) Layer of soil Topsoil 
53 (14) Layer of soil  
54 (14) Bedrock  
55 (15) Layer of soil Topsoil 
56 (15) Layer of stone  
57 (15) Layer of soil  
58 (15) Natural subsoil  
59 (16) Layer of soil Topsoil 
60 (16) Layer of stone  
61 (16) Layer of soil  
62 (16) Natural subsoil  
63 (17) Layer of soil Topsoil 
64 (17) Layer of soil  
65 (17) Gully/drain Roman 
66 (17) Layer of fill Fill of 65 
67 (17) Natural subsoil  
68 (18) Layer of soil Topsoil 
69 (18) Layer of soil  
70 (18) Layer of soil  
71 (18) Linear trench Cut for land drain 
72 (18) Layer of fill Upper fill of 71 
73 (18) Layer of fill Lower fill of 71 
74 (19) Layer of soil Topsoil 
75 (19) Layer of soil  
76 (19) Layer of soil Post-Roman soil ? 
77 (19) Layer of soil Probable in-situ Roman occupation layer 
78 (19) Natural subsoil  
79 (20) Layer of soil Topsoil 
80 (20) Layer of soil  
81 (20) Layer of soil Probable Roman occupation layer 
82 (20) Layer of soil Roman occupation layer 
83 (20) Bedrock  
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84 (21) Layer of soil Topsoil 
85 (21) Layer of soil In-situ Roman occupation layer 
86 (21) Layer of stone Probable metalled surface of Roman date 
87 (22) Layer of soil Topsoil 
88 (22) Layer of soil  
89 (22) Layer of soil In-situ Roman occupation layer 
90 (22) Layer of soil In-situ Roman occupation layer 
91 (22) Layer of stone Probable metalled surface of Roman date 
92 (22) Layer of soil Base for layer 91 
93 (23) Layer of soil Topsoil 
94 (23) Layer of soil  
95 (23) Bedrock  
96 (24) Layer of soil Topsoil 
97 (24) Layer of soil  
98 (24) Layer of fill Lower fill of ditch 101 
99 (24) Layer of fill Intermediate fill of ditch 101 

100 (24) Layer of fill Upper fill of ditch 101 
101 (24) Ditch Roman ditch – annexe ? 
102 (24) Natural subsoil  
103 (11) Natural subsoil  

 
 
Drawings Register    
 

No  Scale Contexts Comment 
1 1:20 25-32 Test pit 6 plan and section 
2 1:20 63-67 Test pit 17 plan and section 
3 1:10 96-102 Test pit 24 plan and section 
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