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1.0 MISCELLANEOUS DETAILS 

1.1 Site Code: BU 50112000 

1.2 Excavation dates 
• MSc students, Weekdays from Monday Sib May to Friday 19th inclusive 
• Ult<iergraduate students, Weekdays from Monday Sib J tme to 7th July inclusive 

1.3 Course involvement 

• BSc Archaeology (Hons) Year 1 
• BSc Archaeology (Hons) Year 2 
• HND Practical Archaeology Year 1 (Y eovil College) 
• BSc Heritage Conservation (Hons) Year 1 
• MSc Forensic Archaeology 
• HNC Archaeology, Salisbury College 
• A- Level Archaeology, Bridgwater College 



2.0 ABBREVIATIONS & CONTRACTIONS 

AOD 
ARl 
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c. 
em 
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edn. 
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HCl 
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HND 
km 
m 
mm 
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NMR 
S.MR 

Above Ordnance Datum 
Archaeology Year One 
Bachelor of Science with Honours 
circa; approximately 
centimetres 
Civil Parish 
East Dorset Antiquarian Society 
edition 
Feature (followed by number) 
Heritage Conservation Year One 
Higher National Certificate 
Higher National Diploma 
kilometres 
metres 
millimetres 
National Grid Reference 
National Monuments Record 
Sites and Monuments Record 
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3.0 SITE LOCATION & CONTEXT 

3.1 Location 
NGR: 396900 113900 at c. 15m AOD 
Goldfields Farm is situated within the southern tip of Sixpenny Handley CP, 
Dorset (Figure 1). The principal parish settlement (Sixpenny Handley) lies c. 4km 
north-east. Closer, are Farnham (1. Skm north-north-east) and Chettle (l.Skm 
west). 

3.2 Context 
The area thus described is on the outer fringe of the Cranbome Chase, noted for 
its rich array of archaeological sites. Of note is the Thickthom long barrow, 0.6km 
south-south-west A number oftumuli and the Dorset Cursus are situated within 
c. lkm south (Figure 1 ). The church and manor site of Gussage St Andrew is 
lkm north-east. The church is twelfth-century or earlier; the interior has wall 
paintings of thirteenth-century date (RCHME, 1975: 65). In the fields to the west 
of the church, the remains of a substantial Roman building have been identified 
(Green, 1996: 15 5-7) and this is the subject of a survey and excavation 
programme under the auspices of the East Dorset Antiquarian Society. 

3.3 Geology 
The underlying geology is chalk but there are patches of Clay-with-flints. In East 
Long Ground on Goldfields Farm, Coombe Rock (head material) covers most of 
the northern slope of the field. 
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FIGURE 2: East Long Ground location of trenches 1998-2000 (Scale 1: 2500) 
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4.0 PROJECT IDSTORY 

The archaeology of Goldfields Fann has centred upon a field known as East 
Long Ground. 

4.1.0 Air photographs 
Since World War II, several air photographs have been taken of East Long 
Ground, and many of these show a complex arrangement of archaeological 
features. The National Monuments Record holds a number of important 
photographs of the site and these have inspired further investigation of the field 
using other techniques. 

4.2.0 Metal detector survey 

9 

A metal detector survey was carried out at Goldfields Fannin East Long Ground 
during the early 1990s and this produced 36 identified coins ranging from Late 
Iron Age staters through to a George VI penny of 1945. Of these coins, 17 
were of the Romano-British period spanning 3rd-4th centuries (Bowd, 1996: 
151-2; see paragraph 4.6). 

4.3.0 Survey & evaluation, 1996-7 
4.3.1 In 1996, a magnetometer survey revealed a palimpsest of archaeological features 

in East Long Ground and in l'vfiddle Long Ground, adjacent to the west (Burrow, 
1997; see Appendix and Figure 3). A small-scale excavation in the following 
year was an attempt to check the reliability of the survey results. The evidence 
derived from the excavation was significant because the position of ditches was 
confirmed in both of two trial trenches. In addition, two graves were identified 
but these had not been expected. Grave 1 contained a body that had been 
deposited extended and supine. It was orientated roughly west I east. The 
skeleton was lifted. A blakey was recovered from the grave fills but it was not 
necessarily associated with the body. There were no identifiable grave goods 
though some iron wood nails were recovered from amongst the fills. 
Unfortunately, the precise find spots of the nails within the grave is not known. 

4.3.2 In the process of examining the base of Grave 1, a foot and the lower leg bones 
of a second body were revealed, indicating the position of an earlier inhumation 
on an east I west alignment. Excavation of the second grave did not proceed 
further in 1997 and therefore the human remains that it contained were not 
lifted. 

4.3.3 During the course of the excavation, potsherds were recovered from several 
contexts. 

4.4.0 Survey & evaluation, 1998 
In 1998 Goldfields Fann became the centre for a survey and excavation 
programme directed by lain (Ian) Hewitt for Bournemouth University. The 
proposed strategy for that year was to test the results of the 19% magnetometer 
survey by placing evaluation trenches at eight locations in East Long Ground 
(Figure 2). The features revealed within these trenches are described in the sub
paragraphs below. 
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4.4.1 Trench I was an area of open excavation that contained a section of ditch, two 
unclassified features and three graves (see 4.3.1 above). The body in Grave 2 
(located in 1997) was excavated and lifted, and the relationship between this and 
Grave 1 was investigated. Grave 1 (excavated in 1997) was concave in section. 
Nails had been retrieved from the fills during the 1998 excavation but it was clear 
from the shape of the grave cut that it could not have contained a coffin or plank 
lining, and it is possible that the body was wrapped in a shroud. No dress 
accessories or fasteners were found. Grave 2 contained a supine body that was 
orientated approximately east I west. It was partly sealed beneath Grave 1 and was 
therefore earlier. The left foot of the skeleton was missing but this must have 
occurred post mortem, and it is conceivable that Grave 2 was disturbed when 
Grave 1 was dug. There were no grave goods but the fills included a number of 
iron wood nails and these were located at the comers of the grave pit and at the 
centre of its south side. Of the two other features within the trench one, on the 
north side was the terminal end of a ditch or a re-cut pit in section. The second 
unclassified feature was rectangular and flat-based; it might be a natural feature or 
an unused grave. Both of these features had been excavated in 1997 and no 
details of associated finds are known. A third inhumation (Grave 4) was located at 
the east end of Trench I in 1998 but it was not excavated. 

4.4.2 Trench II was set out to reveal the line of a ditch that was visible on the 1996 
magnetometer survey. The position of the trench fell short of the intended target 
and no other archaeological features were evident. Fragments of a Greensand 
quem were recovered from the Trench. 

4.4.3 Trench Ill contained a field boundary ditch, the presence of which had been 
indicated by the magnetometer survey. A storage pit was also located and the fills 
were sectioned. Soil samples await analysis. 

4.4.4 Trench IV was a section across a semi-circular anomaly in the line of an otherwise 
straight boundary. Excavation of the fills of the ditch (undated) revealed that it 
had been re-cut with vertical sides in order to receive an inhumation (Grave 3 ). 
The bones were left in situ but the complexity of this feature made it a suitable 
subject for research excavation in the 1999 season (see below). 

4.4.5 Trench V cut the line of a supposed field boundary and the adjacent ditch of a 
circular feature, possibly a ploughed-out barrow or ring ditch. The fills of the 
boundary ditch were sectioned. Pot shards indicated a Romano-British date. The 
fills of the circular feature were not excavated. 

4.4.6 Trench VI The magnetometer survey of 1996 shows a substantial ditch feature 
crossing the west side of East Long Ground (Figure 3). The survey also suggests 
that this feature is present in i\1iddle Long Ground. A section through the feature 
showed that it was a V -shaped ditch, approximately 2m in depth at this point. The 
ditch fills were of a silty wind-blown soil containing few artefacts and nothing of 
diagnostic value. However, the size and shape of the cut indicate that it can be 
dated to the Bronze Age. 
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4.4.7 Trench VII was a section through a lynchet. The depth of soil above natural was 
therefore greater here than elsewhere. Artefact recovery was good. The finds 
included quem fragments, large unabraded pieces of Romano-British pottery 
(Black-Burnished Ware 1), Samian Ware, animal bones (Pinto, 1999) and ferrous 
objects. When natural was reached two features were prominent. The first was a 
north I south boundary ditch and this had been expected. The second feature was 
a pit or hollow, with associated occupation debris upon and above the surface fill. 
Both features remain unexcavated. 

4.4.8 Trench VIII was placed to explore a network of ditches and associated pits. In 
the event, only natural features were observed with the exception of a modem 
plough mark. 

4.4.9 Trench IX was an addition to the original strategy being an attempt to correct a 
perceived error in the location of Trench VIII. A substantial ditch was revealed 
and sampled. The upper fills contained finds of post-medieval date including a 
single shard of Willow Pattern pottery and a slab of orange-brown clay. These 
were contained within a matrix of burnt material. The clay was of good quality 
and not of a type found in the immediate locality. There was no evidence of soil 
scorching and it seems likely that the burnt material was no more than warm 
when it became part of the upper fill of the ditch. The current interpretation is 
that these contexts represent a deliberate post-medieval or nineteenth-century 
filling of a feature that was still visible as a shallow ditch. 

4.5.0 Survey & Research Excavation, 1999 
The 1999 strategy was designed to answer specific research questions that had 
arisen following the 1998 evaluation of the site (Hewitt, 1999: 114). The 1996 
magnetometer survey shows a number of features including a sub-rectangular 
ditched enclosure in the north-east quadrant of the field (Figure 3) and it has been 
suggested that this is a possible Neolithic mortuary enclosure (Barrett et al 1991: 
2.8). The eastern boundary of the enclosure has a curvilinear anomaly at its 
approximate mid-point and the purpose of this had been the subject of 
speculation. In 1998, the curvilinear feature was included in an evaluation 
exercise by Bournemouth University (Trench N; see 4.4.4 above). A lm wide 
trench cut the feature in an east I west direction and this revealed that it was of at 
least four phases. 

4.5.1 Trench X In 1999, the curvilinear feature and straight ditch extensions to the 
north and south were the subject of open excavation, but this was preceded by a 
new magnetometer survey by Paul Cheetham (Boumemouth University staff). 
This survey demonstrated that the semi-circular ditch curved around a rectangular 
feature that had been hitherto visible as a single, tentative line and interpreted as 
a lynchet (Figure 4). This rectangular feature was included in the total 
excavation area of 458m2 (Trench X) which subsumed the whole of the 1998 
Trench N (Figure 2). 

4.5.2 The Ditch The present analysis of the excavation data suggests that the curvilinear 
ditch and its straight extensions to the north and south are contemporary. In its 
original form it was V -shaped but with a womflattish base and of approximately 
1.5m depth. The date of the feature could not be determined within the 1999 
sample because there had been at least 4 episodes of extensive disturbance as 
itemised below. 
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4.5.3 Disturbance episodes 1 to 3 The ditch was re-cut on three occasions in order to 
insert three extended, inhumations (Figure 5). These were all aligned north I south 
and the recovery of associated hobnails demonstrated that an three individuals 
were buried in boots or shoes. Grave 3, first revealed in 1998, was excavated and 
it was found to have been cut vertically into the chalk base of the ditch. Iron nails 
found at the comers of the grave pit indicated that the body had been contained 
within a coffin or a plank lining. Graves 5 and 6 were not excavated but, in the 
upper fill of the ditch, and between Graves 3 and 5, was a cremation within a 
Romano-British Black Burnished Ware vessel. Laboratory excavation of the wn 
revealed that hobnails had been included with the selected human remains from 
the p)Te site. 

4.5.4 Disturbance episode 4 
At the south end of the ditch (as sampled) the fill had been cut into in order to 
create a pit for the disposal of rubbish. The surviving items within the pit included 
a number of pots, mostly Romano-British Black Burnished Wares, and these, 
although broken, were substantially complete specimens. One of the last pots to 
be thrown into the pit is of an unusual type. It has a thumb-impressed rim and an 
internal cross-hatched decoration, skil:ful1y executed. Shards of a second example 
of this type of ware were found within the perimeter of a post-built structure (see 
4.5.5 below). 

4.5.5 The rectangular feature The rectangular feature that was in close association 
with the curvilinear section of ditch (west) turned out to be a building of 
approximately 5m x 16m, aligned east I west (Figure 5). It was heavily plough 
damaged but post holes sun.ived on an sides except at the south-east comer where 
damage was severe, probably as a result of puddling. Internal post-pits were also 
in e\-i.dence. From within the building iron nails were recovered from various 
points along the north side and from the bottom of a number post pits. Large 
unabraded shards of Romano-British pottery were recovered from the interior of 
the building, especially along the north side that was cut into Coombe Rock thus 
being better protected from ploughing. 

4.5.6 Plough marks were abundant in Trench X and these ran in east I west and north I 
south directions. East I west plough furrows were wible on the sunken floor of 
the rectilinear building. Cross-ploughing of East Long Ground has not been 
practised within 1Mng memory and the present and recent ploughing has been in a 
north I south direction only (i.e. in line with the axis of the field). This suggests 
that the ploughing of East Long ground dates back into the ninetenth century and 
this process has reduced the depth of negative features, possibly by as much as 
0.3m. Positive features such as banks have been removed in entirety, the only 
exceptions being the east I west lynchets, though these are much reduced and 
barely wible. 
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4.6 Field walking, October, 1999 
A field walking exercise was carried out in East Long Ground by the East Dorset 
Antiquarian Society on behalf ofBoumemouth University. The survey was 
conducted within the ploughed north end of the field, enhanced by the use of a 
metal detector in practised hands. EDAS has produced detailed records of the 
results and these have been added to the project archive at Boumemouth 
University. The full results of the field walking are yet to be published, but in 
general terms, prehistoric activity was attested by cores, flakes and scrapers, whilst 
pottery shards of Romano-British, medieval and post-medieval dates were 
represented. Nine Roman coins were found, eight of them of 4111 

- century origin. 
The distribution plan produced by EDAS shows that the coins were concentrated 
in the conjectural area of settlement (see paragraph 4.4.2 and Figure 3). The 
distribution of the coins is similar to that produced by an earlier metal detector 
survey (paragraph 4.2). 



FIGURE 4: Magnetometer survey of part of Trench X showing (right to left) senti
circular ditch feature, rectilinear building, linear field boundary and a segment of the 
barrow I ring ditch (Cheetham). 
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5.0 PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS 

The 1998 evaluation was essentially a ground-truthing exercise. Intrusive 
excavation of features was restricted and in most cases it was sufficient to verifY 
that the features suggested by the 1996 magnetometer survey could also be 
detected beneath the topsoils. At this stage there are insufficient grounds for 
confident interpretative statements but it is possible to make some general 
comments. 

5.1.0 Neolithic 
The post-excavation project is at an early phase but it is already clear 
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from the evidence to date that there is no case for the existence of a Neolithic 
mortuary enclosure in this part of East Long Ground. A transverse arrowhead was 
found in Trench X but not in a secure context. 

5.2.0 Bronze Age 
Bronze Age activity on the site is attested by the V -shaped linear boundaty 
(Trench VI), and two barbed-and-tanged arrowhead finds (Trench Vll & Trench 
X). The presence of a barrow ditch or ring ditch is further evidence of human 
activity during this period. 

5.3.0 Iron Age I Romano-British 
5.4.1 Based upon the evidence from Trench Vll and Trench X it is possible to suggest 

that an occupation site does exist within the bounds of East Long Ground. Expert 
analysis of the pottery has not been arranged but most of this material seems to 
belong to the 2nd to 4111 centuries AD suggesting settlement contemporary with the 
late Romano-British building at the adjacent Myncen Farm. 

5.4.2 Pottery from elsewhere in East Long Ground is generally Late Iron Age to late 
Romano-British. 

5.4.3 To date, the excavations within East Long Ground comprise a very small sample. 
However, six inhumations have been identified (Trenches I & X) and fragments of 
human bone have been recovered from other trenches. It is not unreasonable to 
suppose that further graves remain to be located. No grave goods (other than 
hobnails) have yet been found and it is not possible to offer firm dates for the 
inhumations. Nevertheless, Graves 2 and 3 contained either coffins or plank linings 
and in both cases iron nails had been used in their construction. An of the graves 
(3, 5 & 6) and the cremation in Trench X contained hobnails. Based on the 
evidence of hobnails from the cemetery at Poundbury, Dorchester (Farwell & 
Molleson, 1993: 20-3), a late Romano-British date can be suggested. Graves 1 and 
2 (Trench I) did not contain hobnails and so dates for these are more difficult to 
assign. However, Grave 2 was cut to contain either a coffin or a plank lining, thus 
offering some similarity to Grave 3. Grave 1 was later than Grave 2 and it is 
possible that the time lapse between the two exceeded a single generation. The 
cremation might normally be considered to be out of place in the late Romano
British period. However, there is increasing evidence for other examples from 
Dorset (Ladle, 2000: 14-16). 

5.4.4 A human osteologist, Dr Linda O'Connell, has examined all of the human remains 
from Goldfields Farm. 
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5.4.5.The rectangular building in Trench X can be dated to the late Romano-British 
period with a reasonable degree of confidence. Iron wood nails from secure 
contexts were undoubtedly used in its construction, whilst unabraded Romano
British pot shards were recovered from within the perimeter of the building. The 
absence of horizontal stratigraphy in Trench X means that it has been impossible 
to establish a chronological relationship between the building and the ditch. 
However, the semi-circular deviation in the course of the ditch either respects the 
position of the previously constructed building, or indicates that the two features 
are contemporary and related. 

5.4.6 Medieval 
None of the archaeological features in East Long Ground are demonstrably 
medieval but the site lies within the Cranborne Chase that was established soon 
after 1066 (Whitlock, 1979: 114). Four English silver hammered coins, dating 
from c. 1248-1582, have been recovered from the field, though none have been 
recovered from secure contexts. 

5.4. 7 Post-medieval & Modern 
Evidence from Trench 1X suggests that some of the ditches in East Long Ground 
were visible in the nineteenth century and that a deliberate attempt was made to fill 
them at this time. 
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6.0 CHETTLE HOUSE 

6.1.0 The site 
Chettle House is approximately 6 miles north-east of Blandford Forum, Dorset 
(NGR 395150 113200). It was built c. 1710 for George Chafin MP, and was 
remodelled c. 1845 for Edward Castleman, the railway entrepreneur (RCHME, 
1972: 11). The House is Baroque in style and is of great architectural 
importance; during the summer months it attracts many Wi.tors. 

6.2.0 Project circumstances 
The present owner, and lord of the manor, Ivir Patrick Bourke, has amassed a 
considerable archive relating to the history of his home. Steve Davies examined 
this archive during the course of his undergraduate dissertation research at 
Bournemouth University (Davies, 1999). Amongst the documents within the 
collection is an inventory of the contents of an earlier manor house, the site of 
which is not known. However, a rectangular parch-mark on a lawn between 
Chettle House and the parish church of St Mary has been observed and 
photographed. .The presence of this feature was confirmed by resistivity survey 
carried out by Bournemouth University and Yeovil College during June 1998. 
On the strength of these results, it was decided to undertake a sample excavation 
(evaluation) as a part of the 1999 Goldfields Farm Project. 

6.3.0 Excavation 
Options for the location of the 1999 excavation trench were considered with 
great care. It was necessary to cut the rectangular parch-mark at one or more 
points, whilst limiting disturbance to an area of high archaeological potential. A 
solution was quickly found because a pipe trench had been cut across the lawn 
during the 1960s, at an appropriate point, on a north-east I south-west alignment. 
The strategy was to re-excavate the pipe trench fill, and to record the 
archaeology in section (Figure 6). This had the advantage of examining a section 
through the north side of the rectangular parch-mark whilst causing no further 
damage to the archaeology. 

6.4.0 Method 
A Total Station was used to establish a working grid and to survey the site from 
fixed points that have been marked by permanent pegs. After further 
geophysical survey (resistivity and gradiometer), the pipe trench was re
excavated using manual techniques. Features were recorded in plan and in 
section. The excavation archive is held at Bournemouth University. 

6.5.0 Results 
6.5.1 Trench I The pipe trench (F1) was exposed and excavated for a distance of 

14.8m. Originally, it had been cut to a spade's width, approximately 0.3m, into a 
matrix of hard-packed chalk fragments. For convenience, additional turf and 
topsoil was removed on both sides of this feature to a maximum width of 1.5m. 
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At the mid-point of the excavated length of pipe trench, it was found to have 
cut a rammed chalk feature (F2). This was 2.9m wide and it was calculated to 
continue on an east I west line across the lawn as indicated by the dashed line 
on Figure 6. The position of F2 was consistent with the results of the 
geophysical surveys and it is certain that F2 was the cause of the parch-mark. 
The finds from the excavated pipe trench included ceramic building materials, 
potsherds, broken clay tobacco pipes, and iron nails. All of these objects had 
no contextual value and they were of no practical help in determining the nature 
or date of F2. Further clarification was needed but the presence of a ceramic 
pipe within the trench prevented continued vertical excavation. 

6.5.2 Trench II In order to determine the depth of F2, a I m square test pit was 
excavated adjacent to, and west of, Trench I (Figure 6). Unobstructed by the 
pipe, it was possible to prove that F2 (here known as F3) achieved a depth of c. 
0.4m at this point, the base resting upon hard natural chalk. The exposed 
(south) side of the feature was vertical suggesting that it had been constructed 
within a foundation trench. 

6.5.3 Trench III was a 2m x 1m southward continuation of Trench L Its purpose was 
to extend the pipe trench sample but excavation was impeded by the presence 
of a second pipe and work was aborted. 

6.6.0 Discussion 
Consideration of the purpose of the rammed chalk feature (F2 I F3) prompted a 
number of suggestions. Taken into account was an oral tradition that asserted 
the presence of a garden track at this location, but that idea has been discounted 
because there is no documentary or archaeological evidence to support it. The 
prevalent view is that the rammed chalk feature represents a section of levelled 
building foundations. The finds, all from within redeposited material, are 
overwhelmingly of post-medieval date. The relatively large number of nails 
recovered from the small sample area together with other building materials 
give further credibility to the former presence of a building on this site. If this 
is accepted as a working hypothesis, little can be said as to the origin or purpose 
of the building. The presence of an earlier manor house complex in close 
proximity to the present Chettle House has to be considered. Kingston Lacy, 
Dorset, has provided an intriguing example of how this might occur (Papworth 
eta!, 1999). In order to clarify this issue, further excavation of the site would 
be necessary. However, eighteenth- and nineteenth- century garden works will 
have involved clearance and levelling of the site in readiness for laying the lawn 
and other garden features. This process probably removed much of the 
archaeological evidence, including the upper layers of F2 I F3. As a result, no 
further excavation of the site is proposed. 



FIGURE 6: Chettle House pipe tre~ch looking south-west Feature 2 is defined by 
the broken lines. Trench ll is the square test pit to the right of the pipe trench 
(Photograph by Fiona Jackson for: Bournemouth University) 
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7.0 PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 2000 

7.1.0 Aim 
To determine the nature, dates and phases of the archaeological features at 
Goldfields Fann. 

7.2.0 Objectives 
7.2.1 to undertake programme of geophysical survey (resistivity, magnetometer and 

magnetic susceptibility); 
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7 .2.2 to carry out open excavation within an area that has been identified as an enclosed 
cemetery, probably of Romano-British date (Trench I, 1998); 

7 .2.3 to carry out open excavation within a conjectural settlement area as sampled by 
Trench IX (1998); 

7 .2.4 to retrieve diagnostic finds as appropriate; 

7.3.0 Strategy 
7.3.1 Geophysical surveys 

To carry out selective geophysical surveys (fluxgate gradiometer, magnetic 
susceptibility and resistivity meter) at the following locations in the vicinity of 
Trenches VITI and IX. 

7.4 Excavation 
Open area excavation will be undertaken at the following sites: 

7.4.1 An enlargement of the former Trench I, 1998 (see Figure 2). The position of 
Grave 4 within Trench I was identified in 1998 but no excavation of the grave was 
carried out. In 1999, a high-resolution magnetometer survey of the area around 
Trench I indicated that Graves 1, 2 and 4 were within an enclosed cemetery 
(Figure 7). The cemetery boundary was a rectilinear ditch that could be detected 
on the north, south and west sides. Grave 4 is close to the surface of the modem 
plough soil and the human remains within it are at risk It is therefore appropriate 
that Grave 4 should be fully excavated this year. Grave 4 is one of three 
inhumations that have a close spatial relationship and it is quite possible that other 
undetected graves are situated close by. A trench of at least 20m x 20m is 
proposed. Turf and topsoil will be stripped by machine using a L2m grading 
bucket. There will be a risk in this approach given the thin deposit of topsoil in 
this area, though the depth increases southwards and down slope. In order to 
minimise the risk of damage to human remains and other archaeological deposits, 
turf and topsoil will be removed in spits leaving the final O.lm to be removed 
manually. Ideally, the excavation of the new cemetery trench must be complete by 
the end of the period Sib May to 191b May. A Home Office licence has been 
granted for the excavation and removal ofhUI11an remains. Excavation will be 
followed by exaruination of the bones by a human osteologist. 
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7.4.2 Conjectural settlement area. In 1998, Trenches VTII and IX tested an area of East 
Long Ground that is thought to have been an area of settlement. The evidence for 
this is derived from the 1996 magnetometer survey that shows a complex 
arrangement of ditches and pits in this area (Figure 3 ). The evidence from the 
1998 evaluation exercise was ambivalent. Trench vm revealed no archaeological 
features but part of a solution hollow was excavated. A substantial ditch was seen 
in section in Trench IX but the sample was insufficient to assign a date or a 
purpose (see paragraph 4.4.9 and Figure 2). In addition, it is in this area that the 
majority of coin finds have been produced by both the metal detector survey and 
the field walking programme (paragraph 4.6). The Summer 2000 field project will 
target this area for further geophysical survey and, advised by these results, an 
archaeological trench will be set out of approximately 40m x 40m dimensions, but 
larger if circumstances allow. Turf and topsoil stripping will be carried out by 
machine (see paragraph 7.4.1) leaving a thin deposit to be removed by trowels. 
The new trench will subsume some, or all, of the former Trenches vm and IX. 
Excavation of this area will commence on 5th June and will be complete by 7th 
July. 

7.4.3 Backfilling will be by machine in all cases. 
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FIGURE 7: Area around Trench I showing the cemetery boundaries (Cheetham) 
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Goldfields Farm, Sixpenny Handley (ST968137) 

The site at Goldfields Farm was the last site to be surveyed in this series of investigations, it also 
happened to be the most extensive. The aerial photojllaph which initially attracted attention to the site 
appeared to show a ring ditch and a rectangular enclosure, clearly defined on three sides, and with an 
odd kink on one of these. This enclosure seemed to be curving around the ring ditch. In addition, to 
these features the photograph also showed other ditches, although apparently not in association. 

The only previously published co=ent on the site was by Barrettet al (1991, figure 2.8) who noted 
the enclosure to be a possible Neolithic mortuary site. The general area of the field is, however, known 
to have produced Iron Age and Romano-British finds, and during the ClllTent phase of work an 
extensive flint scatter was noted. Following consultation with the landowner in September 1996 it was 
agreed that a magnetometry survey could be carried out over the field. 

At the same time as this work was carried out, just over the hill,c.300m to the northeast, a 
Romano-British site was being excavated by Chris Spoery-Green. A gradiometry survey was 
conducted over this R-B site with the permission of the director but without result 

Magnetometry survey 
Survey work was conducted at the site in September 1996 using an FM36 Fluxgate gradiometer. The 
sample interval was set to 1 x 0.5m, and the survey was conducted over a four day period covering an 
area of 2.5ha. The results show the ring ditch at the north of the site very clearly, as well as the 
adjacent enclosure. It now appears that this enclosure is more extensive than was first thought since it 
clearly extends fore .200m to the southwest and seems to be related to a complex of pits and ditches in 
the centre of the plot. This complex is highly suggestive of settlement enclosures, probably of Iron Age 
or Romano-British date, given the finds from the field. H this is indeed the case then the enclosure 
beside the ring ditch is probably a related field system. 

Running northeast- southwest along the base of the plot is a linear ditch which is visible within the 
adjacent field during ploughing and extends for several hundred metres at least This feature is noted 
on the results as a ranch boundary. A further ditch can be seen branching away from this boundary and 
running south into the survey area before butting into a second complex of pits and ditches presumably 
resulting from settlement The apparent associations between these two ditches and the second 
settlement suggests a further and stratigraphically unrelated episode of landscape divsion. 

A question which is clearly of interest is: how do the two complexes relate in time? Given that finds c 
both Iron Age and late Romano-British date have been found at the site it tempting to suggest that the 
two settlements are temporally distinct Nonetheless, the possibility that they represent a single and 
long-lived settlement must still be entertained. 

A fmal point of interest revealed by the survey is the presence of a number of lynchets running east -
west along the contours of the hill and apparently sealing at least one of these complexes. Within the 
area surveyed it is therefore possible to identify as many as four separate phases of activity from the 
Bronze Age ring ditch through to the establishment of the lynchet field system. 


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017
	00000018
	00000019
	00000020
	00000021
	00000022
	00000023
	00000024
	00000025
	00000026
	00000027
	00000028

