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Summary 

This document reports on the results of the archaeological field evaluation 
undertaken on the site of the proposed New Championship Course at the Celtic 
Manor, focused on three areas that will be affected which had not been the subject of 
previous archaeological evaluation: Usk Road, Abernant Farm and the area of the 
course above Great Bulmore. 

The results indicate that the archaeological remains comprise part of a Roman 
cremation cemetery at Usk Road and possible prehistoric and Roman activity at 
Abernant Farm.  Post-medieval features were identified in all three areas.  None of 
the remains are considered of sufficient importance to require preservation in-situ. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Project background 

Celtic Inns Ltd has submitted a planning application to Newport County Borough Council for the 
extension of the existing third golf course at The Celtic Manor Resort, the construction of a new 
practice area, clubhouse, car park, access road and bridge across the River Usk on land to the north of 
Caerleon.  The golf course, clubhouse, car park and access road are to be built on the south bank of the 
Usk in the vicinity of Bulmore, the practice area to the north, linked to the rest of the development by 
the new bridge. 

The development has been the subject of an Environmental Impact Assessment with attached 
Statement, submitted in March 2001, which established the extent of the archaeological resource.  
Significant areas of the development have already undergone archaeological schemes of investigation, 
as part of the mitigation works for the third golf course or the proposed WRU development.  Due to 
late changes in the construction plan, certain areas of archaeological impact were not addressed in the 
Environmental Statement, at Abernant Farm and the practice area at Usk Road, which had not 
undergone previous evaluation.  In order to inform the planning process, the regional archaeological 
curator has requested that the extent of the archaeological resource in these and other areas be 
determined through a process of intrusive field evaluation. 

This document comprises an interim statement setting out the results of the works, and forms a 
supplement to the Environmental Statement. 

1.2 Archaeological background 

The major Roman site in the vicinity is the legionary fortress at Caerleon.  This was established in 
approximately 75AD as a base for Legio II and remained occupied until at least the late 3rd Century.  
The fortress itself served as an operational base for the Legion, with its full fighting strength of 
approximately 5000 men, although not all would have been present at the same time.  In addition there 
would have been large numbers of auxiliary troops and support staff to keep the legion functioning.  
Around the fortress itself there grew up a civil settlement extending to the south, west and north of the 
fortifications.   

Numerous cremation and inhumation burials are known from the vicinities of Bulmore Road and Usk 
Road, the main Roman roads leading north and east from the legionary fortress of Caerleon.  It was 
common practice in the Roman period to use the roadsides adjacent to settlements for extensive 
cemeteries. 

Great Bulmore is the site of a Roman settlement (PRNs 00430g and 04058g).  This was first realised in 
1815 with the discovery of a large masonry building incorporating re-used tombstones,2 eight 
tombstones had been trimmed and placed facedown, with signs of wear on the backs.  In 1975, 
excavations were conducted by Blaise Vyner to the north of Great Bulmore, uncovering a substantial 
multi-phase masonry building, whose later phases extended over the top of the Roman road from Usk 
to Caerleon.  Again the structure incorporated a re-used tombstone.  Excavations conducted by David 
Zienkiewicz of Caerleon Legionary Museum in the early and mid 1980s demonstrated that an extensive 
Roman settlement existed at Great Bulmore.3  Sixteen masonry buildings were identified as well as a 
number of inhumations and some medieval features.4  A geophysical survey conducted in 1984 
demonstrated that archaeological remains extended to the south of Great Bulmore into the survey area, 
although a small area surveyed immediately west of Little Bulmore Farm, failed to identify any 
archaeological features.5 

                                                           
2   J. H. Lee ibid, p131. 
 
3   D. Zienkiewicz  1985  “Excavations at Caerleon and Great Bulmore 1984”.  GGAT Annual Report 1983-4 Part 2, p2-30.  
GGAT, Swansea. 
4   B. E. Vyner  1978  “Excavations at Great Bulmore, Near Caerleon”.  Cambrian Archaeological Association; Monographs and 
Collections.  Vol. 1, p25-34. 
5   P. Glover and J. Oetgen  1984  A Resistivity Survey at Bulmore, Gwent.  Unpublished report. 

Page 4 



Celtic Manor:  The New Championship Course 
supplement to the Environmental Statement 

It is likely that a number of farmsteads were also present, either resulting from a continuation of Iron 
Age settlement patterns or from new establishments.  Such a site is postulated for Abernant Farm, 
1.5km northeast of the assessment area; a site that has also produced funerary remains and evidence of 
industrial activity.6 

During a watching brief on the construction of Phase 3 of the Celtic Manor golfing complex, a Roman 
pottery kiln was discovered.  This produced mortaria (food preparation vessels) and a variety of vessel 
types in “Caerleon Ware” and imitation  

Catsash Road marks the approximate position of the Roman Road between Caerleon and Caerwent.  
Excavations have shown this road to be 6m in width and comprise several layers of metalling and 
foundations, built on a terrace cut into the hillside, no side ditches were present.7 

Bulmore Road roughly follows the line of the Roman Road from Caerleon to Usk (PRN 03077.0g).  
This is part of iter XII as listed in the Antonine Itineraries, the route from Viriconium (Wroxeter) to 
Muridonum (Carmarthen).8  Excavations to the north of Bulmore have shown this road comprised a 
metalled surface 7m in width, constructed on a terrace cut into the hillside, although there were no side 
ditches.9 

1.3 Aims and objectives 

The proposed development envisages cut in three previously unevaluated areas where archaeological 
remains may occur (fig 1):   

North of Abernant Farm 

East of Bulmore 

South of Usk Road 

The evaluation has examined the form, extent and condition of the archaeological resource in these 
areas so that appropriate mitigation measures can be devised and implemented. 

                                                           
6   A. G. Mein  1997  “Abernant Farm” in Archaeology in Wales 1997, 37, p71. 
7   A. G. Marvell and A. Yates  1996  “Catsash Road” in Archaeology in Wales 1997 37, p76. 
8   A. L. F Rivet and C. Smith  1979  The Place Names of Roman Britain, p173-4.  Batsford, London. 
9   A. G. Marvell 1996  “Celtic Manor Golf Course”.  Archaeology in Wales 1996 36, p 74-5 and D. Maynard  1996  
Archaeological Field Evaluation:  Celtic Manor Golf Course No. 3.  GGAT report 96/016. 
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2 Methodology 

The fieldwork took place between the 3rd and 15th May 2001.  Three areas were evaluated; the proposed 
ponds adjacent to the practice area at Usk Road, the proposed borrow pit at Abernant Farm, and the 
areas of cut on holes 16, 17 and 18 of the golf course (fig 1).  A 180-degree mechanical excavator using 
a toothless bucket excavated a total of twenty-two numbered trenches.  Each trench was originally 
envisaged to measure 40m by 1.8m, (although the size and location of some were varied during the 
excavation process, where possible in consultation with the local curators), and was excavated to a 
maximum depth of 1.2m.  Overburden was removed by machine until natural was established or 
archaeological horizons were reached, from whence excavation continued by hand.  Contexts were 
recorded using GGAT pro-forma context sheets supplemented by scale drawing and photography, 
using 35mm colour slide and black and white films, as appropriate. 
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3 Results10 

3.1 Usk Road 

A total of thirteen trenches were excavated in this area to examine the archaeological resource (fig 2).  
Significant remains uncovered included evidence for a Roman cremation cemetery adjacent to Usk 
Road, presumably related to burial uncovered previously in this area. 

3.1.1 Trench 1 

Trench 1 was situated across the interface between the hard geology and the alluvial deposits of the 
floodplain of the Usk.  It revealed that much of the apparent sharp slope of the hard geology down to the 
floodplain was the result of the dumping of modern material. 

Turf and topsoil (context 001) 0.2m deep overlay modern dumping horizons comprising mixed modern 
rubble in a red-brown clay matrix, 1m in depth (002), this was seen only in the western 6m of the 
trench.  This overlay a red-brown oxidised clay (003) 0.4m in depth and a green-grey alluvial clay 
(004), which was not bottomed.  The finds from the lowermost clay 004 indicate that it was laid down 
in the Roman period.  The sole archaeological feature was a shallow grip or drainage channel running 
the length of the trench (005), which was visible as an earthwork beyond the trench boundaries.  This 
cut alluvial clays 003 and 004, and was overlain by topsoil 001.  It was U-shaped in section, being 0.6m 
wide and 0.5m deep, the single fill (006) was red-brown clay, almost identical to 003.   

3.1.2 Trench 2 

Topsoil (016) 0.2m deep overlay colluvial subsoil (017), comprising a red-brown silty clay loam 
containing occasional charcoal fragments and rounded sandstone, 0.3m deep.  Underlying this was 
pinkish brown natural marl, containing fragments of sandstone bedrock (018).  The interface between 
017 and 018 was marked at the southern end of the trench by a scatter of rounded and sub-angular 
sandstone fragments (020), 2m broad, possibly representing the remains of a metalled surface. 

3.1.3 Trench 3 

 

  

Plate 1:  Metalling 011, view to west Plate 2:  Cremation burial 012 

Scale 1m in 0.5m sections Scale 0.3m  

Topsoil (009), 0.1m in depth overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (010), 0.3m deep at the 
western end of the trench, deepening to 1m at the east.  At the northern end of the trench was a patch of 
metalling, comprising tightly set rounded cobbles, 1m broad, aligned northwest-southeast (011, fig 3, 
plate 1).  These were laid directly on the underlying deposit, a colluvial soil identical to 010 (014), 
0.05m deep.  Cut into 015, 0.15m south of the edge of 011, and overlain by 010, was a small ovoid pit 
(012, plate 2), 0.22m x 0.26m, containing a cremation, the fill (013) comprising a brown silty clay loam 
containing fragments of burnt bone, charcoal, small rounded stones, and red ware pottery (not 
recovered).  Underlying 014 was the natural, red-brown marl containing fragments of sandstone 
bedrock (015). 

 
10 A full list of context numbers assigned can be found in Appendix 1. 
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3.1.4 Trench 4 

This trench was excavated in two sections in order to avoid an active drain; the stratigraphy was 
consistent in both sections.   

Topsoil (038) 0.3m deep overlay brown oxidised alluvial clay (039), containing occasional small stones, 
0.45m deep.  Underlying this was grey brown alluvial clay with occasional small stones (040), at least 
0.5m deep.  Underlying 038, set directly onto the surface of 029 was a patch of metalling (051, plate 3), 
comprising a single course of rounded and sub-angular sandstone, 9m in width.  This was seen in the 
western end of the eastern section and the eastern end of the western, and appeared to be cut by the 
drain.  It is likely that this is the remains of trackway, the finds indicating a post-medieval date. 

 

Plate 3:  Metalling 051, view to north 

Scale 2m in 0.5m sections 

3.1.5 Trench 5 

Topsoil (041) 0.3m deep overlay brown alluvial clay (042), containing small stones 0.4m in depth, 
which overlay a grey brown alluvial clay (043), at least 0.5m deep.  No archaeological features were 
present. 

3.1.6 Trench 14 

Topsoil (022) 0.2m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (023) containing charcoal 
and small fragments of sandstone, up to 0.35m deep.  Underlying this was the pinkish brown natural 
marl.  No archaeological features were present. 

3.1.7 Trench 15 

Topsoil (025) 0.1m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (026), up to 0.4m deep 
containing fragments of charcoal and small stone.  This overlay the natural marl (027).  No 
archaeological features were present. 

3.1.8 Trench 16 

Topsoil (028) 0.1m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (029), 0.3m deep 
containing charcoal and rounded sandstone fragments.  This overlay fractured sandstone bedrock and 
pinkish marl natural (032).  Cut into 032, and overlain by 029, was a small irregular pit measuring 0.2m 
x 0.15m (030, plate 4), containing a single fill of grey-brown clay loam containing burnt bone, charcoal 
and small rounded stones (031), interpreted as a cremation burial, probably Roman in date (fig 4). 
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Plate 4:  Cremation 030 Plate 5:  Metalling 035, view to west 

Scale 0.3m Scale 2m in 0.5m sections 
  

3.1.9 Trench 17 

Topsoil (033) 0.2m deep overlay red-brown silty clay alluvial subsoil (034) 0.3m deep containing 
charcoal and small stone.  Underlying 034 at the west end of the trench was a patch of metalling (035, 
plate 5), comprising a single layer of closely set small and medium sized fragments of sub-angular and 
rounded sandstone, the visible extent being 1m wide, although it extended beyond the western end of 
the trench (fig 5).  This was set directly on the underlying colluvium (036), a red-brown sandy loam 
containing charcoal and small stone, 0.2m deep at the east end of the trench, deepening to 0.6m at the 
west end, this overlay the natural marl (037). 

3.1.10 Trench 18a 

This trench was abandoned shortly after commencement, as modern dumping deposits could not be 
bottomed, it was restarted further north as Trench 18b.  The sequence revealed comprised topsoil (044) 
0.2m deep overlying modern dumping (045). 

3.1.11 Trench 18b 

Topsoil (046) 0.1m deep overlay modern dumping (047), comprising a red-brown clay containing stone 
rubble, concrete, plastic and metal, varying between 0.4m and 0.8m deep, this overlay a layer of grey-
brown clay loam containing modern debris (048), 0.3m in depth, representing an old soil horizon.  This 
overlay a red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil containing stone and charcoal (049), 0.3m in 
depth, which overlay fractured sandstone bedrock (050). 

3.1.12 Trench 21 

Modern dumping (007), comprising brown clay loam containing building rubble, plastic and metal 
objects 1m deep overlay the old soil horizon (008), a very dark grey clay loam.  At this point excavation 
ceased due to health and safety limitations.  In order to examine the underlying deposits, a test pit was 
excavated at the east end of the trench at the request of the regional curators.  This showed that 008 was 
0.2m in depth, underlying which was a 1m depth of oxidised alluvial clay, below which was a blue grey 
alluvial clay, this was at least 1m in depth, although it was not bottomed within the trench. 

3.1.13 Trench 22 

As with trench 21, modern dumping (019) masked the underlying deposits, so a test pit was excavated 
at the north end of the trench.  The full sequence seen was as follows, dumping 019, 1.7m in depth, 
overlay blue-grey alluvial clay (108), at least 1.5m deep, although this was not bottomed within the 
trench. 
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3.2 Abernant Farm 

A total of seven trenches were excavated to examine the archaeological resource in the vicinity of 
Abernant Farm and the Roman industrial site WH02, in an area of a proposed borrow pit (fig 6).  No 
additional significant archaeological features were identified, although finds evidence indicates activity 
in the Roman and prehistoric periods (see Appendix 2). 

3.2.1 Trench 6 

At the north end of the trench modern dumping (084), 0.4m deep overlay topsoil (074) 0.2m deep, 
which overlay red-brown sandy clay loam colluvial subsoil (075), containing rounded stone and 
charcoal with patches of gravel and produced a fragment of flint core, which overlay the natural marl 
(076).  In the central portion of the trench was a rough patch of metalling comprising a single layer of 
rounded and sub-angular sandstone (092), this was 4m in width, and lay under the topsoil 074, set 
directly on the upper surface of 075.  This probably represents a post-medieval trackway associated with 
Abernant Farm. 

3.2.2 Trench 7a 

Modern dumping of redeposited natural (079) 0.3m deep overlay a modern buried soil horizon (080), 
comprising a grey-brown loam 0.2m deep.  Underlying this was red-brown sandy clay colluvial subsoil 
(082), containing charcoal and stone, 0.5m in depth.  It was noticeable that the charcoal was more 
concentrated at the eastern end of the trench, closer to the Roman industrial site.  Underlying 082 was 
the natural fractured sandstone bedrock (083). 

3.2.3 Trench 7b 

Modern dumping of redeposited natural (085) 0.4m deep overlay a modern buried soil horizon (086), 
comprising a grey-brown loam 0.2m deep.  Underlying this was red-brown sandy clay colluvial subsoil 
(087), containing charcoal and stone, 0.3m in depth, the charcoal being more concentrated at the 
western end of the trench, closer to the Roman industrial site.  Underlying 087 was the natural fractured 
sandstone bedrock and gravel (088). 

3.2.4 Trench 8 

Topsoil (061) 0.1m deep overlay colluvial subsoil (062), comprising a red-brown sandy clay loam 
containing charcoal and fragments of rounded sandstone up to 0.5m in depth.  This overlay the natural 
horizons of comprising pinkish brown marl (063) and boulder clay (103).  Towards the centre of the 
trench, underlying 062 and overlying 103, was an irregular area 6m across of large boulders, in a red-
brown clay matrix (064), 0.18m deep.  This is probably as a result of disturbance of the underlying 
natural deposits, although the cause was unclear, finds from this context included Roman and 
prehistoric material, although a small fragment of post-medieval pottery was also recovered. 

3.2.5 Trench 9 

Topsoil (091) 0.15m deep, overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (095) containing 
charcoal, 1m in depth.  This overlay the natural sandstone bedrock (096). 

3.2.6 Trench 19 

Topsoil (089) 0.1m deep overlay colluvial subsoil (093), comprising a red-brown sandy clay loam 
including angular sandstone fragments.  A fragment of Roman Samian pottery was recovered from this 
context, which was not bottomed within the trench. 

3.2.7 Trench 20 

Topsoil (090) 0.1m deep, overlay red-brown sandy clay loam colluvial subsoil (094, 097, 098) 
containing charcoal and angular sandstone fragments, 0.5m in depth.  Context 094 produced a fragment 
of Caerleon ware mortaria (a Roman food preparation vessel), context 097 an Iron Age pottery sherd 
and 098 undiagnostic redware pottery.  Underlying this was the natural marl (102).  Cut from 
immediately below the topsoil was a straight-sided linear feature, 0.2m wide aligned north-south (105), 
filled with a mixed deposit of marl and subsoil (104).  This is interpreted as a modern service trench.  
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Immediately to the north of this was a band of closely set cobbles (099) 2m wide, aligned north-south, 
set on the underlying subsoil 094 etc.  This lined up with a field gate and is probably a post-medieval 
trackway.  On the interface between the subsoil and the natural marl, were two areas of gravels (100, 
101), apparently filling irregular hollows in the underlying marl.  Context 101 produced a fragment of 
Bronze Age pottery and flint debitage (waste material from flint knapping). 

3.3 Golf course 

Five trenches were excavated in order to examine the archaeological resource in areas of golf course cut 
that were previously unevaluated on the slopes above Great Bulmore (fig 7).  Evidence for Post-
medieval activity was uncovered. 

3.3.1 Trench 10a 

A short stretch of this trench had been excavated without revealing any archaeological deposits, when 
the regional curators inspected it during a monitoring visit.  At their request, the remainder of the trench 
was repositioned to examine a possible platform (Trench 10b), although this lay outside the area of cut.  
The sequence within Trench 10a was as follows; topsoil (071) 0.1m deep overlay colluvial subsoil; a 
red-brown sandy clay containing charcoal and sandstone fragments (072), 0.55m deep.  This overlay the 
shattered sandstone bedrock (073).  

3.3.2 Trench 10b 

Topsoil (065) 0.2m deep overlay red-brown sandy clay colluvial subsoil (066), containing charcoal 
0.35m deep.  Underlying this at the east end of the trench, and set directly on the underlying soil 067, 
was a scatter of angular sandstone fragments of varying sizes up to 0.5m across, including one example 
which bore signs of possible graffiti, possibly representing a surface (069, plate 6) and one piece of 
possibly worked rounded sandstone (068).  The underlying soil was gritty red-brown sandy clay (067), 
0.1m deep which overlay the natural marl and sandstone (070).  At the request of the curators the trench 
was extended to further examine the possible surface, this revealed a box drain (077) constructed of 
angular sandstone fragments and hand-made bricks, aligned northeast-southwest (fig 8). 

 

Plate 6:  Stone with graffiti in situ, context 069 

Scale 0.3m 
 

Finds from the vicinity of surface 068/069 would indicate a post-medieval date, although the incised 
stone may be Roman, possibly re-used in this surface. 

3.3.3 Trench 11 

Topsoil (052) 0.2m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (053) containing charcoal 
0.3m deep, which overlay shattered sandstone and marl natural (054).  A prehistoric flint was recovered 
from 053 together with undiagnostic tile fragments. 
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3.3.4 Trench 12 

Topsoil (055) 0.1m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (056) containing charcoal 
and sandstone 0.5m deep, which overlay shattered sandstone and marl natural (057).  Fragments of 
Roman, medieval and post-medieval pottery were recovered from 056, as well as quantities of burnt 
bone, perhaps indicating the presence of disturbed cremation burials in the area. 

3.3.5 Trench 13 

Topsoil (058) 0.1m deep overlay red-brown silty clay loam colluvial subsoil (059) containing charcoal 
0.4m deep, which overlay shattered sandstone and marl natural (060). 
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4 Discussion 

The principal archaeological remains encountered by the evaluation occur in the area of Usk Road.  
Here areas of metalling and two cremation burials were encountered, reminiscent of a site excavated in 
1992 at Abbeyfield to the west of Caerleon.11  These were restricted to the areas of hard geology, no 
evidence was found for any Roman activity on the alluvial floodplain.  It is likely that the burials 
encountered at Usk Road form the edge of a larger cemetery, incorporating the remains found during 
railway construction in the 19th century to the southwest of the site and during house construction to the 
west.12 

At Abernant Farm, preliminary analysis of the finds indicates activity in the prehistoric period in the 
vicinity, although no features were identified.  Similarly, the finds would indicate Roman activity in this 
area, possibly in addition to the industrial site WH02.  It is possible that additional features may come to 
light during groundworks on this area, although they are likely to be limited in extent. 

The evaluation along the Usk Valley hill slope above Bulmore has confirmed the conclusions in the 
Environmental Statement.  The presence of burnt bone in Trench 12 may indicate cremations in the 
vicinity. 

A number of Post-medieval features have also been identified, comprising trackways, possible surfaces 
and a box drain.  Some of these will require archaeological mitigation, although those features seen in 
Trench 10b will not be affected by the development. 

                                                           
11 Evans, E. M., and Maynard, D. J.,  1997,  ‘Caerleon Lodge Hill cemetery: the Abbeyfield site 1992.’  
Britannia 28, 169-244. 
12 N. Maylan pers comm 
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5 Mitigation 

The borrow pit and wetland creation at Usk Road will be reshaped in order to avoid the Roman 
cemetery.  This comprises only a minor adjustment and does not effect or require amendment to other 
proposals in this area. 

The Roman industrial site at Abernant Farm (WH02) is already partially excavated.  It is proposed that 
completion of this process will be facilitated prior to construction commencing. 

Minor remains will be addressed within the provisions set out in the Environmental Statement. 
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Appendix 1:  Site data 

A total of 107 context numbers were assigned during the field evaluation, these are summarised as 
follows. 

Table 1 :  Summary of site context data 

Context Trench Type13 Date Description 
001 1 L Modern Topsoil 
002 1 L Modern Dumping 
003 1 L  Colluvial subsoil 
004 1 L Roman Alluvium 
005 1 C Post-med Grip 
006 1 L Post-med Fill of 005 
007 21 L Modern Dumping 
008 21 L Modern Buried soil 
009 3 L Modern Topsoil 
010 3 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
011 3 S Roman Metalled surface 
012 3 C Roman Cut for cremation burial 013 
013 3 L Roman Cremation burial 
014 3 L  Colluvial subsoil 
015 3 L  Natural marl bedrock 
016 2 L Modern Topsoil 
017 2 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
018 2 L  Natural marl bedrock 
019 22 L Modern Dumping 
020 2 L Roman? Possible metalled surface 
021 2 L  Colluvial subsoil 
022 14 L Modern Topsoil 
023 14 L  Colluvial subsoil 
024 14 L  Natural marl bedrock 
025 15 L Modern Topsoil 
026 15 L  Colluvial subsoil 
027 15 L  Natural marl bedrock 
028 16 L Modern Topsoil 
029 16 L  Colluvial subsoil 
030 16 C Roman Cut for cremation burial 031 
031 16 L Roman Cremation burial 
032 16 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
033 17 L Modern Topsoil 
034 17 L  Colluvial subsoil 
035 17 S Roman Metalled surface 
036 17 L  Colluvial subsoil 
037 17 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
038 4 L Modern Topsoil 
039 4 L Post-med Alluvium 
040 4 L  Alluvium 
041 5 L Modern Topsoil 
042 5 L  Alluvium 
043 5 L  Alluvium 
044 18a L Modern Topsoil 
045 18a L Modern Dumping 
046 18b L Modern Topsoil 
047 18b L Modern Dumping 
048 18b L Modern Buried soil 

                                                           
13 L = Layer, C = Cut, S = Structure 
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Context Trench Type13 Date Description 
049 18b L  Colluvial subsoil 
050 18b L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
051 4 S Post-med Metalled surface 
052 11 L Modern Topsoil 
053 11 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
054 11 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
055 12 L Modern Topsoil 
056 12 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
057 12 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
058 13 L Modern Topsoil 
059 13 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
060 13 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
061 8 L Modern Topsoil 
062 8 L Post-med Colluvial subsoil 
063 8 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
064 8 L Post-med Disturbed natural 
065 10b L Modern Topsoil 
066 10b L  Colluvial subsoil 
067 10b L Post-med Colluvium 
068 10b L Post-med Worked? stone 
069 10b L Post-med Possible surface 
070 10b L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
071 10a L Modern Topsoil 
072 10a L  Colluvial subsoil 
073 10a L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
074 6 L Modern Topsoil 
075 6 L  Colluvial subsoil 
076 6 L  Natural marl bedrock 
077 10b S Post-med Box drain 
078 10b C Post-med Cut for 077 
079 7a L Modern Dumping 
080 7a L Modern Buried soil 
081    Number not used 
082 7a L  Colluvial subsoil 
083 7a L  Natural gravel 
084 6 L Modern Dumping 
085 7b L Modern Dumping 
086 7b L Modern Buried soil 
087 7b L  Colluvial subsoil 
088 7b L  Natural gravel 
089 19 L Modern Topsoil 
090 20 L Modern Topsoil 
091 9 L Modern Topsoil 
092 6 S Post-med Metalled surface 
093 19 L  Colluvial subsoil 
094 20 L  Colluvial subsoil 
095 9 L  Colluvial subsoil 
096 9 L  Natural marl/sandstone bedrock 
097 20 L  Colluvial subsoil 
098 20 L  Colluvial subsoil 
099 20 S Post-med Metalled surface 
100 20 L  Gravel 
101 20 L  Gravel 
102 20 L  Natural marl 
103 8 L  Natural boulder clay 
104 20 L Modern Fill of 105 
105 20 L Modern Service trench 
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Context Trench Type13 Date Description 
106 21 L  Alluvium 
107 21 L  Alluvium 
108 22 L  Alluvium 
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Appendix 2:  Finds report 

by Steve Sell 

Finds from a total of 34 contexts, including eleven from topsoil contexts, were submitted for 
examination.  These may be divided by area into three groups: 
 

 Usk Road 
 Abernant Farm 
 Golf Course 

 
Usk Road 
 
The first, and largest group, from Usk Road, consisted of 15 contexts containing finds, including seven 
topsoil contexts (001, 009,025, 028, 033, 038 and 041).  These may be conveniently grouped together 
for the purposes of this report.  Most contained a selection of 19th century ceramics and a variety of 
other finds, with little earlier material, although a fragment of tin-glazed earthenware from 028 and a 
clay pipe stem from 041 could be late 17th century in date.  Among other finds were a 19th/20th century 
horseshoe from 001 and another fragment from 028, 19th century bottle glass from 028, 033 and 038, 
and animal bone, including pig, from 025 and 041. 
 
The other contexts will be examined individually in numerical order, as follows: 
 
004 (alluvium).  Exclusively Roman material, with sherds from a greyware ?flagon, a scrap from a 
reduced redware vessel, and a small quantity of decayed bone fragments. 
 
010 (colluvium)  This appears to be a mixed context, although no Roman pottery was present. A small 
quantity of undiagnostic tile, which is likely to be Roman, was recovered together with a hobnail, 
probably from a Roman boot.  Later material is represented by a 19th century bottle neck and a 
fragment of transfer printed earthenware of probable late 18th century date, together with fragments of 
slate and iron. 
 
013 (cremation)  Traces of cremated bone and corrosion products from a bronze ?pin were noted. 
 
017 (colluvium)  Another mixed context, as 010, with probable Roman tile fragments together with 
white or cream earthenware, local coarseware  and a fragment from a glass of probable 20th century 
date.  Quantities again were very small. 
 
023 (colluvium)  Only three sherds of local coarseware, of probable 18th century date, were noted, with 
a fragment of undiagnostic tile, which could be Roman. 
 
031 (cremation)  Traces of cremated bone only were noted. 
 
039 (alluvium)  This context produced a larger quantity of ceramic material, all of it of 18th or 19th 
century date (local coaresware, Staffordshire/Bristol buffwares and transfer-printed earthenwares) 
together with late post-medieval rooftile fragments. 
 
051 (post-medieval metalling)  Still larger quantities of post-medieval material, with local coarsewares, 
white earthenwares and modern stonewares and glass together with bone, shell, slate, slag, clinker and 
pieces of late post-medieval rooftile, typical of the residue from a disused surface. 
 
Abernant Farm 
 
The second group, from Abernant Farm, consisted of 13 contexts, of which four were topsoil (061, 
089-091).  Quantities of material were much smaller and dating less secure, with a broader range of 
18th-20th century.  It is significant that in three of the topsoil contexts Roman material may be 
represented, in the form of undiagnostic tile or redware fragments.  A single sherd of Roman greyware, 
from the lower part of a jar was also present in 090, along with two prehistoric flint cores. 
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Other contexts within this group, mostly colluvial subsoil, are listed individually, as follows.  
Quantities were very small. 
 
062 (colluvium)  Sherds of local coarseware, fragments of bottle glass and barbed wire indicate a 19th 
century or later date. 
 
064 (disturbed natural)  Roman material was represented by a sherd from the base of a greyware jar and 
probably also a fragment of undiagnostic redware.  This context also produced a sherd of probable late 
Iron Age date and six prehistoric flints, including two blades.  A fragment of post-medieval North 
Devon “gravel-tempered” ware was also noted 
 
075 (colluvium)  A prehistoric flint core was noted from this context. 
 
093 (colluvium)  A fragment of abraded Roman samian ware is perhaps from the flange of a 
Dragendorff Form 35 or 36 ( a small bowl or dish) of 2nd century date. 
 
094 (colluvium)  The single large redware sherd from this context is thought to originate from a 
Caerleon ware mortarium of 2nd century date. 
 
097 (colluvium)  A single fragment of probable Late Iron Age pottery was recovered from this context. 
 
098 (colluvium)  Two fragments of undiagnostic redwares were noted; one could be Roman, the other 
is more likely to be post-medieval in date. 
 
099 (post-medieval metalling)  A fragment of white earthenware and a tiny chip of flint were noted 
from this context. 
 
101 (?natural gravel)  A single sherd from this context is likely to derive from a large vessel of Bronze 
Age date; a piece of flint ?debitage was also recovered. 
 
Golf course 
 
No topsoil material was recovered from the third group, the Golf Course.  Other contexts were as 
follows: 
 
053 (colluvium)  produced two fragments of undiagnostic tile, of which one may be Roman, and a 
prehistoric flint flake. 
 
056 (colluvium)  This was a much larger group with a variety of ceramic material of Roman, medieval 
and post-medieval dates. A sherd from a Roman amphora was noted, also a tiny chip of samian ware, 
and much of the undiagnostic tile could also be Roman.  There were eight sherds of medieval pottery, 
both glazed and plain, including the rim and part of the handle of a large glazed jug.  From the post-
medieval period two sherds of local coarseware were recovered and seven sherds of North Devon 
“gravel-tempered”, perhaps from the same vessel, a large pan of 17th/18th century date.  Buffwares of 
similar date were also noted, and an abraded clay tobacco pipe bowl fragment.  Later post-medieval 
finds were represented by cream or white earthenwares and two pieces of glass of 19th century or later 
date 
 
Three fragments of calcined bone indicate the presence of a cremation in the vicinity; other undatable 
finds include coal, clinker, slate and an iron nail. 
 
059 (colluvium)  Four sherds of post-medieval coarsewares were noted; one is a “local” product, but 
the other three, which probably are derived from the same vessel, are in North Devon “gravel-
tempered” ware, and may be of 17th century date. 
 
067 (colluvium)  No material of certain Roman date was noted, although two fragments of tile may 
belong to this period.  There was also an unglazed sherd of probable medieval date and a clay tobacco 
pipe bowl belonging to early 18th century 
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068/9 (post-medieval surface)  Two pieces of sandstone were recovered from this surface.  One is a 
rough block (330 x 170 x 110mm) with two irregular depressions in one surface, which were probably 
used for sharpening the points of weapons and other tools.  The other is a smaller, flat piece of 
micaceous sandstone (200 x 140 x 25mm) with a distinct graffito on one surface.  This appears to read 
XVXI, and may be part of a tally or batch number. 

 

 

Plate 7:  Stone from context 069 
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