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Summary 

The Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust was commissioned by the Celtic Manor 
Resort to undertake an archaeological field evaluation to the northeast of Bulmore, 
close to an area with extensive Roman remains including cemeteries and a major 
road, in order to inform determination of planning consent for construction of a 
coach park. 

The results of the archaeological field evaluation demonstrated that significant 
archaeological remains, including stone deposits and part of the Roman road linking 
Caerleon and Usk, were located on the site.  

Of the eleven 20m by 2m trenches excavated within the footprint of the proposed 
coach park, positive archaeological results were obtained from at least six of the 
trenches. The remains of a Roman road surface, aligned broadly northeast/southwest, 
albeit heavily disrupted and scattered by later ploughing, were recorded in trenches 
T3, T5, T8, T10 and T11. Stone deposits were discovered in T9 and also in T10 where 
there was the possibility of a structural foundation, however, their extents were not 
proven and no direct dating evidence was obtained from these features.  

The small assemblage of mainly unstratified ceramic finds recovered from the site 
indicated activities relating to the Roman and post-medieval periods alone and 
significantly, the occurence of Roman period wares were mainly related not just to the 
Roman road but also with the stone spreads discovered in T9 and T10. 

In addition, ditches were found in T3, T5 and T11, which were probably associated 
with drainage of the fields. Furthermore, a series of broadly rectangular shaped 
structural features, probably relating to the construction of the A449 or possibly 
WWII defensive measures, were noted in T1. All the significant remains were 
discovered at a shallow depth of between 0.2m and 0.3m below ground level, at the 
base of the topsoil. 

Further archaeological mitigation will ensure that any deposits or structures 
connected with the deposits found in T9 and T10 will be recorded and provide 
additional information to their nature and function. In addition, information 
regarding the alignment of the Roman road may be gained to the southwest of T5.   
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Project background and commission 

As part of ongoing construction works (Planning Application No. 08/1156) for the 
Ryder Cup tournament the Celtic Manor Resort has applied to develop a coach park 
on land to the north of the village of Bulmore close to an area with extensive Roman 
remains, including cemeteries and a major road. The archaeological advisors (GGAT 
Curatorial) to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) recommended that an 
archaeological field evaluation should be conducted in order to assess the likely 
effects of the proposed development on the archaeological resource, prior to the 
positive determination of any planning application.  

The Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Projects Division (GGAT Projects) was 
commissioned by The Celtic Manor Resort to undertake the archaeological field 
evaluation of the Coach Park area, the results of which form the present report. In 
addition to this document, a Statement of the Results report was prepared immediately 
following completion of the fieldwork (Tuck 2009).  

1.2 Scope of Works 

Following the LPA recommendation for an archaeological field evaluation, a 
specification was drawn up and approved by the archaeological advisors to the LPA 
(Tuck 2009a). It allowed for trenching to be carried out in order to assess and record 
the survival and condition of any sites of archaeological interest (Tuck 2009b). Eleven 
20m by 2m trenches were proposed within the boundary of the coach park footprint. 
The completed archaeological field evaluation is intended to clarify the condition of 
archaeological deposits and the measure of mitigation necessary before building work 
commenced. 

1.3 Location, Topography and Geology 

The site was located on former pasture/arable fields (NGR ST 3760 9223) situated 
between the A449 Newport to Usk trunk road and adjacent to a large bend of the 
River Usk on the eastern side of the Usk valley and on the lower slopes of the 
Wentwood ridge (Figure 1). Parts of both fields (Nos. 203, cultivation state listed as 
arable and 193 listed as meadow, shown on the Tithe map of 1847), but particularly a 
greater area of the southwest field (No. 203), were requisitioned to facilitate 
construction of the A449 and also to provide land for other minor road improvements 
connected with it.   

The fields sloped downward in a northwesterly direction towards the river and also 
dipped inward (to the northeast and southwest) towards a stream and hedgeline that 
divided the two fields and also where the ground flattened out. The difference in 
height between a narrow fairly flat terrace at the southeast (uphill) side of the site and 
the base of the A449 embankment, to the northwest (downhill) side of the fields was 
about 11m, equating to a gradient of about 1 in 7m, before the ground fell away again 
sharply toward the floodplain of the River Usk.  

The solid geology is recorded as sandstones of the Lower Old Red Sandstone series 
within that of the Old Red Sandstone period (GSGB 1972).  
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2 Historical background 
Great Bulmore (Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) MM176) as the site of a 
Roman settlement (PRNs 00430g and 04058g) was first realised in 1815 with the 
discovery of a large masonry building incorporating re-used tombstones. In 1975, 
excavations conducted by Dr Blaise Vyner to the east of Great Bulmore, uncovered a 
substantial multi-phase masonry building, whose later phases extended over the top of 
the Roman road linking Usk to Caerleon (Vyner 1978). Dr David Zienkiewicz of 
Caerleon Legionary Museum conducted further excavations in the early and mid 
1980s and demonstrated that an extensive Roman settlement existed at Great Bulmore 
(Zienkiewicz 1984). At least fifteen masonry buildings were identified as was the 
Roman road, a number of inhumations and some medieval features. Extensive 
evaluation works were carried out in 1999 and revealed further areas of buildings on 
either side of the Bulmore Road to the west of Ysgubar Newydd Farm as far as the 
stream valley running down from Catsash House (Yates 1999). Cemeteries of Roman 
date were identified in the fields to the west of this valley and also to the north of 
Little Bulmore Farm. During the construction of the third golf course, a Roman 
pottery kiln was discovered to the southeast of Great Bulmore. This produced 
mortaria (food preparation vessels) and a variety of vessel types in “Caerleon Ware” 
(Webster et al. 2004). The kiln is protected as monument SAM MM 257 (NPT). 

Further archaeological works carried out in 2005 for the Ryder Cup Course resulted in 
the identification of a number of industrial areas that were located on the hillside to 
the south of the settlement. These included a pottery making kiln, a drying kiln and 
other areas of activity whose purposes are less apparent. In addition, Roman buildings 
and a cist grave were found in the scheduled area and Roman activity was also 
recorded on the floodplain of the River Usk. Furthermore, an area containing 
cremation burials and paving was discovered around 350m to the east of the centre of 
the settlement of Great Bulmore at the base of the hillslope (ST 3631 9158). The 
cremations were sited adjacent and close to the line of the Roman road between Usk 
and Caerleon and it is probable that they respect the road (Tuck 2006, 198-201). To 
date this represents the easternmost extent of cremation burials found in close 
proximity to the Roman settlement. However, further Roman funerary remains have 
been found to the northeast of the Bulmore settlement at Abernant Farm where an 
enclosed inhumation cemetery has been identified (Tuck 2003 and 2006, 195-198). 

2.1 Specific archaeological background 

Bulmore Road roughly follows the line of the Roman Road from Caerleon to Usk 
(PRN 03077.0g). This is part of Iter XII of the Antonine Itinerary; the route from 
Viriconium (Wroxeter) to Muridonum (Carmarthen) (Rivet and Smith 1979). During 
excavations carried out in Bulmore in the early 1980s, the Roman road was found to 
be up to about 0.8m in depth and made-up of at least three metalled deposits 
(Zienkiewicz 1984). Excavations to the north of Bulmore have again shown this road 
comprised a metalled surface 7m in width, constructed on a terrace cut into the 
hillside, although there were no side ditches (Marvell 1996). Another part of the road 
was found under the present Bulmore Road below Abernant Farm, in a services trench 
(Tuck 1999) but the route that the road takes to the north from this point is not certain. 
However, it is likely that the Bulmore Road generally follows the line of a Roman 
road for much of its length but at the point where Bulmore Road and the A449 
intersect it has veered to the north of the line of the Roman road. The projected line of 
the Roman road crosses the proposed coach park. 
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3 Methodology 
The archaeological evaluation specification allowed for eleven trenches in total each 
measuring 20m by 2m (Figure 2). A variation in the planned position of trenches T3 
and T2 was made following a monitoring visit by the archaeological advisor to the 
Local Planning Authority (8th July 2009) in order to identify the alignment and nature 
of a road surface (Monitoring Report CNM 8/07/2009). All trenches were machine 
excavated with a grading bucket. Hand excavation was carried out whenever 
archaeological deposits were identified. The archaeological field evaluation took 
place over three weeks between the 6th and 24th July 2009 under mostly wet 
conditions for the latter two weeks.  

The excavated areas were related to published boundaries and site datum related to 
Ordnance Datum (OBM on a barn at Abernant Farm value 49.21m OD). The 
published OD values within this report are liable to an estimated error of up to  
50mm. The general ground level of the site, ranged from about 28m OD, at its highest 
point toward the southeast and the motorway (A449) embankment, falling away to 
about 17m OD toward the northwest and the river.  

A written and photographic record was made of all archaeological deposits, in 
accordance with the GGAT Manual of Excavation Recording Techniques. Contexts 
were recorded using a single continuous numbering system summarised in Appendix 
I. Sections and plans where required were hand-drawn at appropriate scales, usually 
1:10 scale for sections and 1:20 scale for plans. All significant contexts were 
photographically recorded using a nine megapixel digital camera.  

All classes of finds were retained, cleaned and catalogued, in line with the 
requirements of the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for the 
collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials 
(2001) and in accordance with the GGAT Manual of Excavation Recording 
Techniques. When substantial quantities of modern material were recovered, an on-
site policy of record and discard was implemented. 

The project archive will be deposited with an appropriate receiving organisation, in 
accordance with the UKIC and IfA Guidelines (Archaeological Archives: a guide to 
best practice in creation, compilation, transfer and curation (2007).  A copy of the 
report and archive index will be deposited with the regional Historic Environment 
Record, curated by the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust, Swansea and a 
further copy of the archive index will be deposited with the National Monuments 
Record, Royal Commission on the Archaeological and Historical Monuments of 
Wales (RCAHMW), Aberystwyth. 
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4 Results 
Eleven trenches were mechanically excavated within the boundary of two fields, 
aligned broadly southwest and northeast, to the north of the new access roads from the 
A449 (Figure 2). A similarity of soils was noted underlying the grass of the former 
pasture fields and overlying the natural stony sandstone and clays of the hillside. 
There was great difficulty in defining edges to cut features including that of the 
trenches emplaced for fairly recent 19th century drains that were found in some 
trenches. 

Positive archaeological results were obtained from six trenches in all T3, T5, T8, T9, 
T10 and T11 although a minor feature likely connected with the remains of a ruined 
barn was also found in T6. The remains of what was likely to be a Roman road 
surface, aligned broadly northeast/southwest, albeit heavily disrupted and scattered by 
later ploughing, were recorded in trenches T3, T5, T8, T10 and T11. Stone deposits 
were discovered in T9 and T10, however, their extents were not proven and no dating 
evidence was obtained from these features. In addition, ditches found in T3, T5 and 
T11 were probably associated with drainage of the fields. Furthermore, it is possible 
that a defensive measure connected with the Second World War (WWII) was seen in 
T1 where metal girders had possibly been placed in the ground to form an 'X' or 
hairpin shape and upon removal, the void had filled with clean clay. Alternatively, it 
is possible that the deposits were from fairly recent civil engineering works to 
stabilise the ground, or to hold back tipped materials. T2, T4 and T7 did not produce 
any significant archaeological deposits.  

The small assemblage of mainly unstratified ceramic finds recovered from the site 
indicated activities relating to the Roman and post-medieval periods alone and 
significantly, the occurence of Roman period wares were mainly related not just with 
with the Roman road but also with the stone spreads, discovered in T9 and T10. 

A description of the trenches is provided below and further details relating to 
individual contexts can be found in Appendix I. 

 

4.1 Trench 1 

Trench 1 (NGR ST 37492, 92144) was located toward the southwest of the evaluation 
area on a northwest/southeast orientation at the base of a man-made bank and on the 
brow of a steep slope to the river. Due to difficulties in identifying deposits at the 
southeast end of the trench during machining, the trench was divided into two parallel 
trenches (the original position and longer trench measuring 18m and the secondary 
smaller trench measuring 2m in length) to ascertain the nature of the deposits seen in 
plan, which were not clear.  

At the base of the trench, a deposit of natural clays and sandstone (103) was 
established at about 1m below ground level in the northwestern part of the trench. 
There was a possibility, although by no means certain, that two shallow terraces (each 
0.2m in depth) had been cut into this surface; the southern terrace measured about 2m 
in length and the northern terrace about 3.5m in length. Overlying the natural (103) 
was a deposit of clay (102) containing about 40% stone at all angles of repose in 
which a series of intrusive, broadly rectangular shaped structural features, later filled 
with clean pink clay (group 114), had been emplaced. These structural features (106 
to 113) were broadly similar in dimensions and fills but varied in angle with two 
distinct types noted, a near vertical member and an inclined member (Plate 1 and front 
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cover photograph). The inclined structures (106 to 109 and 113) were located to the 
south of the vertical structures (110 to 112) and appeared to be in pairs (106/107 and 
108/109) with the members broadly mirroring each other.  

Near the northwestern end of the trench, a likely post setting (105) and mound of 
stone and clay (104) marked the start of downward sloping deposits that dipped in 
northwesterly direction toward the river. Overlying both the mound (104) and deposit 
102 was silty clay deposit 101, probably imported soil tipped on the field and also 
over the edge of the field. Overlying 101 and 102 was silty clay loam topsoil (100) 
that became greater in depth toward the northwest and the edge of the field and slope 
to the river. Similar deposits to 102 and 114 were noted in the adjacent shorter length 
trench.  

It is likely that all the contexts overlying 103, including the mound and post setting, 
were re-deposited or disturbed materials derived from civil engineering works 
connected with the A449 and carried out to stabilise the ground or as a measure to 
stop materials from spilling over the bank during construction works. Alternatively, 
though less likely, it is possible that this area was the location of a WWII defence 
measure, part of the river Usk stop line, where metal girders had been placed 
vertically in the ground and also placed to form an 'X' or hairpin shaped barrier (Plate 
1).  

 
Plate 1: Trench T1. View to the southwest showing disturbance to the underlying soils (114, 
highlighted in brown) probably caused by civil engineering works. Scales in 0.5m divisions. 
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4.2 Trench 2 

Trench 2 (NGR ST 37523, 92164) measured 20m by 1.8m and was located at the base 
of a manmade slope northeast of and at right angles to T1. The trench was excavated 
to a depth of 1.2m below ground level, cutting 0.3m deep into the natural basal 
deposit of clay and stone (202). Overlying 202 and similar in nature to it, was a 
deposit of clean clay and stone (201) up to 0.75m depth; this deposit was similar to 
102 recorded in T1. It is very likely that deposit 201 represented deposition or 
disturbance resulting from the construction works of the A449. Topsoil (200) up to 
0.15m in depth overlay deposit 201. No features were recorded in this trench and the 
the artefactual material recovered dated to the post-medieval and later periods. 

 

4.3 Trench 3 

This trench (NGR ST 37685, 92298) was located between T10 and T11 and excavated 
to a shallow depth of 0.3m below ground level to the likely Roman road surface 
(identified in T11), comprising sandstone within pinkish clay (305). However, due to 
the fragmented nature of the road surface caused by later ploughing a cohesive stone 
surface similar to that recorded in T11 could not be identified, although fragments of 
Roman coarseware and a hobnail, probably from a military sandal, were found on the 
likely surface of the road.  

Immediately to the south of the road surface on a north/south alignment was a deposit 
of pebbles and stone (304) measuring about 0.6m wide that represented an extension 
of the ditch recorded in T11. To the south of the ditch was a deposit of both large and 
small angular sandstone (303) underlying a deposit of grey silty clay (302) containing 
decaying branches and roots. Both of these deposits (302, 303), later covered by 
topsoil 301, were likely connected with clearance of undergrowth and construction of 
the A449 roadway embankment to the south.  

 

4.4 Trench 4 

Trench 4 (NGR ST 37555, 92249) measured 19.5m by 1.8m and was excavated to the 
west of the barn across a deep natural stream channel (407) that had been filled with 
clays and modern building materials (406). The channel marked the boundary of a 
difference in height (2.3m) from the base of the sloping field at the south end of the 
trench and also separated the southern part of the trench from an area of flat ground at 
the north end of the trench, which lay immediately west of the barn. The only finds 
from the trench dated from the post-medieval period. 

The south end of the trench was excavated to a depth of about 1m to a natural deposit 
of firm pink clay (403) which underlay two subsoil deposits 402 (greyish-pink sandy 
clay), part of the natural hillside and 401 (orange-brown silty clay), a colluvial deposit 
that had accumulated on the edge of the stream. The stream channel (407), which was 
filled with grey-black clay and debris including brick and concrete (406) and 
measured about 3.6m wide at the top, about 1m wide at the base and was up to 1.4m 
deep. A single deposit (408), comprising compact purplish-pink clay was noted 
underlying the topsoil (400) to 0.8m below ground level at the northern end of the 
trench. The topsoil deposit had accumulated to a greater depth toward the north (up to 
0.5m) possibly as a result of cleaning out of the barn or more likely an increase in 
decaying vegetation from surrounding woodland.  
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A rectangular feature (405), 0.7m in length by 0.2m wide, was discovered in clay 402 
at the southern end of the trench close to the edge of the stream channel. In section it 
was semi-circular in shape and possibly represented a timber connected with the 
nearby barn or perhaps a timber that was part of the channel infill that had been 
pressed into the ground and on removal the void filled with greyish brown sandy clay 
(404).  

 

4.5 Trench 5  

Trench 5 (NGR ST 37575, 92217) was positioned close to the hedgeline that divided 
the two fields and measured 20m long by 1.8m wide. Two ditches (503, 505) and the 
road surface (509) were encountered within this trench (Figure 3, Figure 4 and front 
cover photograph).  

The trench was excavated to a depth of about 1m below ground level and about 0.5m 
into the natural sandy clay and stone (502) of the hillside. Overlying the natural and 
underlying the topsoil (500) was brownish-pink clayey sand subsoil (501) which 
increased in depth from 0.25m at the south to about 0.5m toward the north. A 
continuation of the subsoil (501) was recorded to the north of the trench (507 and 510) 
but was interrupted by ditches 503 and 505 and the road surface 509. These subsoil 
deposits (507 and 510) generally contained a greater quantity of stone than 501 and 
were likely to have been part of the road makeup later scattered by ploughing action.  

The road surface was recorded at the northern end of T5, immediately below the 
topsoil at about 0.25m below present ground level. The small sandstone fragments 
(509) within the clean pink clay that made up the surface had been displaced by 
ploughing and were spread within a band of variable width measuring from about 
0.2m depth at the south to about to 0.6m toward the north. The edges of the road were 
not clear but its width was estimated at about 5.2m.  

A ditch (503) with a later ditch cutting it (505) was found about 2m to the south 
(uphill) of the road surface. The surviving part of the original ditch was about 0.7m 
wide and up to 0.6m deep and filled with gritty, clayey sand (504) whilst, the 
secondary wider ditch, at about 1.7m wide, had a depth of about 0 .35m; the fill of the 
later ditch was similar to 504 but darker brown in colour.  

 

4.6 Trench 6 

Trench 6 (NGR ST 37569, 92274), 20m in length by 1.8m wide, was located to the 
east of the barn and excavated to a depth of about 1.36m below ground level. A single 
post setting was found at the north end of the trench (see cover photograph).  

Four clay deposits 607, 606, 602 and 601 were recorded overlyng the natural deposit 
of soft, pink, clayey sand (608) and underlying the topsoil 600. Deposits 607 and 606 
were similar brownish-pink clay deposits with sandstone but differing in depths and 
texture; 607 was gritty and up to 0.2m in depth and 606 was up to 0.3m in depth with 
manganese flecks. Substrate deposit 602, overlying 606, comprised brownish-pink 
silty clay up to 0.2m depth, whilst deposit 601 which overlay 602, was compact, 
gritty, pinkish-brown clayey sand with a depth of up to 0.25m. 

The remains of a post setting (NGR ST 37566.5, 92283.7) with a depth of about 
0.25m and cut into 602 was found at the northern limit of the trench and measured 
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about 0.25m in diameter, tapering down to circular base about 0.05m in diameter 
(604); the loose mixed greyish-pink fill of the posthole (605) contained isolated 
charcoal flecks. An upper fill was also present and consisted of a of grey-black silty 
clay (603). To the east and southeast of the upper fill were four similarly sized stones, 
lying flat and butted together, and placed on a shallow lip of the posthole. The stones 
were unlikely to be post packing as they were laid flat as opposed to being placed on 
edge. However, their purpose was clearly connected with the post setting and it is 
likely that the post setting itself was connected with the barn and possibly marked the 
position of a corner post to a fenced enclosure that once existed on the east side of the 
barn.   

 

4.7 Trench 7 

Trench 7 (NGR ST 37594, 92280) measured 21m in length by 1.8m wide and was 
located at the base of the hillslope (Figure 3). The trench was excavated to a depth of 
about 1.2m where two clay deposits were recorded below topsoil 701. The basal 
deposit (703) of clayey sand, in excess of 0.25m depth, was overlain by 702, a 0.7m 
deep deposit of orange-brown silty clay with isolated sandstone fragments. No 
archaeological features were encountered within this trench. 

 

4.8 Trench 8 

Trench 8 (NGR ST 37623, 92264) measured 22m in length by 1.8m wide and was 
excavated to natural geological deposits at a depth of 1.5m toward the north end of the 
trench and a shallower depth of 1m at the south end. The road surface (803) and a 
possible ditch (807) were recorded in this trench (Figure 3 and Figure 5). 

The undulating natural red-brown clay and stone basal deposit (806) was established 
at between 0.5m and 0.8m below ground level. Overlying the natural was a orange-
brown silty clay 805, up to 0.6m depth with isolated stone. Between 805 and the 
topsoil (801) were three stony deposits, the road surface itself (803) and two related 
deposits (802, 804).  

The road surface (803) was similar in makeup to that seen in T5 and measured 5.9m 
in width (Plate 2). Although again partially dispersed by ploughing, the effect of 
which was to spread the stone over a depth of up to 0.3m, there was a greater quantity 
of sandstone fragments that once formed the surface than that seen in T5. Toward the 
uphill side (southeast) of the road surface was a possible ditch (807) about 1.4m in 
width with a depth of about 0.25m, filled with similar stone (804) to that of the road. 
The stony fill (804), from the road surface, was spread uphill over a distance of about 
4.8m from the edge of the road probably by ploughing. Similarly, but on the downhill 
(northwest) side of road surface, stony deposit 802, which was up to 0.1m in depth, 
was spread over a distance of about 10m. Both the road and related surfaces 
immediately underlay the topsoil (801), which varied in depth from about 0.5m at the 
southeast to about 0.2m toward the northwest.  
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Plate 2: Trench T8. View to the north showing the Roman road surface. Scale in 0.5m divisions. 

 

4.9 Trench 9  

Trench 9 (NGR ST 37648, 92310) was 20m long by 1.8m wide and located to the 
northwest of trenches T3, T10 and T11 (Figure 3). The trench was excavated to a 
depth of about 1.5m except where two deposits of similar sandstone (902, 906) were 
found underlying topsoil 901 (Figure 6). No dating evidence was obtained directly 
from either deposit, but sherds from both the Roman and post-medieval periods were 
recovered from the trench. However, the greater quantity of fragments dated to the 
Roman period and included building tile.  

The eastern spread of sharp-edged angular stone (902) was orientated broadly 
north/south and was about 1.6m in width with an indistinct edge on its west side and a 
spread of small pebbles (904) on its east side (Plate 3). The surface was irregular, with 
sloping stone noted particularly on the eastern edge, adjacent to the pebbles. This 
deposit may be part of a path or track and a continuation of this surface is likely to be 
found to the north and south of the trench position. 

The western deposit of stone (906) was located about 3m to the west of 902 and 
measured about 3.5m in width. The deposit was crescent shaped, with indistinct edges 
and sloped to the north following the general trend of the ground (Plate 4). The 
greater part of the surface comprised worn, similarly sized stone laid flat. It is possible 
that the action of flowing water had eroded and smoothed the stone, as a shallow silt 
filled channel (909) with a fill similar to 905 was noted on its east side. The presence 
of silt and worn stone suggests that this feature was once open and possibly a track 
with an adjacent ditch. A continuation of this surface is likely to be found to the north 
and south of the trench position. In addition to the stone deposits, a ceramic field drain 
(908) was found at 0.8m (19m OD) below ground level in the western part of the 
trench.  
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The reddish-brown clay and stone (907) of the natural hillside was established at 
about 0.85m below ground level and overlain by similar silty clay deposits (903, 905) 
that were each up to 0.4m depth; topsoil (901) up to 0.5m in depth overlay the stone 
and silty clay deposits 902, 906, 903 and 905. 

 
Plate 3: Trench T9. View to the north showing the eastern deposit of stone (902) and pebbles 
(904). Scale in 0.5m divisions. 

 

 
Plate 4: Trench T9. View to the south showing the western deposit of stone (906). Scale in 0.5m 
divisions. 
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4.10 Trench 10 

Trench 10 (NGR ST 37669, 92288) measured 22m in length and was excavated up to 
1.2m in depth to the natural dark purple-brown clay and stone (1004), which was 
overlain by a deposit of sandstone and clay (1003) up to 0.8m in depth. A scatter of 
sandstone that once comprised part of the road surface was recorded in the northeast 
part of the trench within clay deposit 1003. As only a thin scatter of stone was found, 
it was more likely that the deposit represented dispersal by ploughing as seen in 
Trench 8 (802, 804) and that it was not part of the road surface, which lies just to the 
north (Figure 3).  

A deposit of angular sandstone (1005) was recorded in the southern part of the trench 
at 0.25m below ground level (Figure 7, Plate 5 and front cover photograph). The 
spread measured about 6m in length and was likely to continue to the north, south and 
west of the trench location. Plough strikes were noted on the stone but no direct dating 
evidence was recovered from the deposit. Furthermore, a possible structure (1006) 
that was rectangular in shape (0.6m wide by 0.4m high) and comprised three courses 
of stone (Figure 8, Plate 6) was also noted. 

It is possible that feature (1006) and the general spread of stone (1005) represented 
the remains of a nearby building, possibly of Roman date, attested by the presence of 
Roman roofing tile, nails and a scatter of Roman period pottery.  

Underlying the topsoil (1001) which was up to 0.18m in depth and overlying deposit 
1003, was loose greyish-brown silty clay 1002, up to 0.1m in depth. It is likely that 
the deposit accumulated during construction works for the motorway located just to 
the south of the trench. 

 
Plate 5: Trench T10. View to the southeast showing stone deposit 1005. Scale in 0.5m divisions. 
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Plate 6: Trench T10. View to the southeast showing the possible structure 1006. Scale in 0.5m 
divisions. 

 

4.11 Trench 11 

Trench 11 (NGR ST 37691, 92307) was located close to the northeast boundary of the 
coach park area footprint (Figure 3). Two significant features were recorded in this 
trench, firstly there was a continuation of the road surface that had already been seen 
in trenches T5 and T8 and secondly, the line of the ditch previously seen in Trench 3 
also passed across the trench (Figure 9). 

The trench measured 20m in length and was excavated to a depth of 1.3m to a natural 
deposit of purple-brown clay and stone (1114) in excess of 0.8m depth. Overlying the 
natural (1114) and underlying the topsoil (1101) were broadly similar clay subsoils 
1112, 1113, 1106, 1103 and 1102; all the deposits contained varying quantities of 
sandstone and all had variations in colour (brown) and depth and were silty clays 
except for 1106 which was a sandy clay.   

The road surface (1104) comprised compacted sandstone (about 70%) and clay and 
measured about 5.6m in width with a depth of between 0.1m and 0.25m (Plate 7). The 
surface followed the downward slope of the natural hillside and it appears to have 
been laid directly on soil. This was the only trench in which the road surface had not 
been disturbed by ploughing and was largely intact, possibly due to the proximity of a 
stream and hedgeline, which inhibited the turning circle of the plough.  

Two drainage ditches (1107, 1109) were recorded on the downhill side of the road 
surface. Ditch 1107, cutting through 1106 and 1113, was U-shaped, about 0.8m wide 
and up to 0.8m deep, filled with brown silty clay containing large and small sandstone 
fragments (1108). A silty clay deposit 1105, partially overlying the road on the uphill 
side of the ditch was probably connected with cleaning out of ditch 1107. 
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Plate 7: Trench T11. View to the south showing the Roman road surface. Scale in 0.5m divisions. 

 
Another U-shaped shallow ditch (1109), up to 0.35m deep, filled with brown sandy 
clay (1110) was found overlying the cut of the original ditch (1107). The edges of the 
ditch were largely indiscernible except for a deposit of clay (1111) on the downhill 
side of the ditch, which may represent a bank to the ditch formed from the upcast 
during construction.    

 

4.12 The Barn 

The remains of a building covered by dense undergrowth were found to the north of 
the site close to the hedge line that divides the two fields. Due to the inaccessibility 
caused by vegetation, only limited recording was carried out (Plate 8).  

The roofless rectangular shaped building was orientated on a northwest/southeast 
alignment and measured 16.2m by 5.6m with an open front elevation facing 
southwest. The 0.46m wide walls were constructed of squared blocks of grey-
coloured sandstone bonded with hard white-grey lime mortar containing coal flecks 
and small stone. Occasional larger quoins were noted on the northeast angle of the 
building but generally the quoins were unstressed; an OS benchmark had been cut into 
a large quoin on the northeast angle of the southeast elevation. Both gable ends were 
largely intact and standing to a height of about 3.7m at the northwest and about 3.4m 
at the southeast with the gable itself beginning at about 2.6m up from existing ground 
level. The gable ends were of different lengths with the longer side to the northeast 
measuring 5.6m and the shorter side at the southeast only 3.66m long. 

The northeast elevation survived to a height of about 2.2m and had a series of five 
windows with wooden lintels equally spaced along the elevation. The windows 
measured 0.96m wide by 1.02m high and some still retained a badly fitting wooden 
framework to hold shutters. There was no indication of any divisions or features on 
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the internal walls of the structure. Also, due to the internal undergrowth the nature of 
the flooring could not be determined. 

 
Plate 8: Photograph showing the external southeast gable-end of the barn. Scale in 0.5m 
divisions. 

 
The open elevation facing southwest was aligned parallel to the northeast elevation 
and was marked by seven 0.5m square blocks with a central 0.2m square shaped hole 
in each to hold a timber upright to support the roof. It began at a right angle to the 
northwest corner of the northwest elevation and ended with the last block positioned 
in line and about 1.55m off the southeast gable end. The blocks which were spaced at 
differing widths may have provided up to seven bays within the building although 
there was no evidence to suggest internal divisions and the smaller widths appear to 
be very narrow. However, if internal divisions existed it is considered more likely that 
there were five in number to accord with the number of windows. The bay widths, 
beginning at the northern end, measured 2.9m, 2.5m, 2.55m, 1.55m, 0.65m, 1.60m 
and 0.54m.  

Although the building had no roof, evidence for roofing materials was scattered on the 
ground and comprised orange coloured ceramic pantiles and also ridge tiles with 
black coloured external glazing; no trusses or beams were seen.   

There is no doubt that the structure served as an agricultural building, possibly a cart 
shed and stabling for horses and it may also have been used for general storage, but 
perhaps not as a byre or similar animal shelter. OS mapping (surveyed in 1881/1882) 
depicts the barn with a small enclosure on each side of the longer elevations. It is 
likely that the enclosures were fenced as no evidence for stone walls was found during 
the evaluation. The barn is not shown on the earlier parish tithe map of 1847.  
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5 The Finds by Steve Sell 
Unstratified material from eleven trenches T2 to T11 was examined.  Full details of 
this part of the assemblage may be found in Appendix II.  The assemblage also 
included finds from two stratified contexts (102 and 305), full details may also be 
found in Appendix II. 

Stone samples from the barn and from T10 and T9, both probably local sandstones, 
were also included in the assemblage, as were two mortar samples from the barn, 
indicating an early-mid 19th century date for its construction. 

The unstratified section of the assemblage consisted of a mixture of post-medieval 
and Roman material, although little from the earlier period is certainly of Roman date.  
Much of this section of the assemblage is abraded or fragmented brick or tile, which 
could belong to either period, and this category also contained fragments, which may 
have belonged to redwares of Roman date.  Diagnostic Roman tile (tegula and box), 
however, was recovered from T9 and T10. 

Roman pottery in the unstratified contexts may have been more widespread than is 
indicated, taking into account the possible redwares that are now unrecognisable.  Its 
presence however, is confirmed in T3 and T10.  Both greywares and Black Burnished 
wares were noted, with the rim of a small jar in greyware, probably of 2nd-3rd 
century date, present in T10.  Fragments of amphora, probably of type Dressel 2-4, 
also occurred in the unstratified material from this trench. 

No Roman material was noted among the group from one of the two unstratified 
contexts (102), but from the other, 305, undiagnostic fragments of redware, greyware, 
and amphora, were recovered, as well as a fragment from what is thought to be a 
mortarium from Gloucester.  Two iron fragments were also recovered; one is likely to 
have been a hobnail from a military sandal, but the other bears rather more 
resemblance to a fragment of barbed wire. 

The presence of medieval material is doubtful, although two fragments from 305 may 
belong to this period.  A very small abraded fragment from T8 could also be 
medieval, but perhaps in the general context may be more likely to be Roman Black 
Burnished ware. 

Among post-medieval ceramics from the assemblage were pieces of pantile, brick and 
floor tile, and the best part of a black-glazed ridge tile from the barn, stamped with 
makers name and place of manufacture.  The name is obscured, but the origin was 
Bridgwater.  This tile is likely to be of 19th century date.  More modern ceramics 
included a piece of drainpipe from T2.  Pottery from the period was mostly 
represented by small fragments of North Devon Gravel-tempered wares and ‘local’ 
coarsewares, as well as Staffordshire/Bristol slipped mould-pressed dishes in 
buffware, a single sherd from a plate in Staffordshire salt-glazed stoneware, and more 
modern ceramics.  Part of a 18th century bottle was recovered from 102. 
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6 Discussion 
The remains of a road surface were found in trenches T5, T8 and T11 and traced over 
a distance of 150m on a northeast/southwest alignment. This linear feature was 
located at a depth of about 0.2m to 0.3m below the existing ground level, and at the 
base of the topsoil. The road was not detected to the southwest of T5. The alignment 
is largely dictated by the topography and consistent with the major roads, past and 
present, on this side of the Usk valley. However, ploughing had destroyed the surface 
in trenches T5 and T8 and it was only in T11 that the metalled surface survived 
relatively intact and measured between 0.1m and 0.25m in depth. 

Circumstantial evidence in terms of its width, gradient, materials, alignment and 
setting, on the flatter part of the lower slope of the hillside, which is at a similar level 
to that previously recorded, and also surface finds from T3, which included a likely 
hobnail from a military sandal and Roman period ceramics, strongly suggests that this 
was part of the Roman road linking Caerleon to Usk. An overall account of the 
construction of Roman roads is given by Davies (Davies 2002) and the evidence 
obtained from the archaeological field evaluation falls within the outlined criteria.  

The road was constructed of compacted brown-pink sandy clay and small sandstone 
fragments, probably deposited directly onto the ground with no attempt made to cut 
into the hillside to form a level platform. Davies (2002, 63) refers to a metalled 
surface without large stones but comprised of small stone no larger than 0.025m to 
0.050m and sometimes mixed with clay, sand or silt as a ‘soft’ but not inferior 
surface, as the range of particle sizes combine together to form a dense coherent mass.   

Although definite edges were difficult to detect, due to ploughing, the width of the 
metalled road appeared to be fairly consistent and varied between a minimum width 
of about 5.2m in T5, to a maximum width of 6m in T8; in T11 the width was about 
5.6m, the average of the other two. Davies (2002, 73) suggested that a minimum 
width of 4.44m would be adequate for two-way cart traffic.  

The road passing through the three trenches did not deviate significantly from a 
straight line. The estimated gradient of the road between trenches T5 (22.58m OD) 
and T8 (22.84m OD), discounting the slight dip to the stream between them, was 1 in 
266m. Whereas between T8 and T11 (24.10m OD), it was about 1 in 61.3m. Davies 
(2002, 79) reasons that a maximum gradient of about 1 in 30 on a surface of average 
hardness is a suitable gradient for wheeled traffic. The gradient of the road transverse 
to its direction was estimated as 1 in 10.4m for T5, 1 in 10.9m for T8 and 1 in 7.8m 
for T11, generally following the downhill trend of the natural hillside.  

There was not sufficient evidence to conclude that the Roman road had side ditches 
although in T5 there was a ditch shaped depression underlying the spread of stone on 
the downhill side of the dispersed surface. Similarly, on the upper side of T8 was 
another depression, possibly cut into the underlying surface, that may also have acted 
as a drain. There was no indication of a ditch associated with the road in T11. It is 
possible, however, that drainage was not necessary, as the road was not laid flat but 
on an incline which was steep enough to let water drain freely. Also, excess water 
would gravitate from the locally higher areas toward a natural stream situated between 
T5 and T8; there was also another stream about 10m to the northeast of T11.  

A note must, however, be made concerning a major difference in the road makeup 
found during excavations at the nearby Roman settlement of Bulmore located about 
2km to the southwest of the evaluation area. Zienkiewicz (1984) recorded that a 
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deposit of locally excavated, compacted Old Red Sandstone and silty subsoil was used 
to form the foundation of the road passing through Bulmore, a description that 
matches the road surface found in the evaluation area. However, he also found that the 
road was made-up of at least two further metalled surfaces that used dense gravels and 
pebbles/cobbles as wearing surfaces; a continuation of the cobbled road was later 
confirmed by excavations to the north of Bulmore by Marvell (1996) and also by 
Tuck (1999), where it was found at the base of the hill below Abernant Farm. Cobbles 
were also found in the makeup of the roads at the fortresses of Caerleon and Usk, both 
of which were located adjacent to the river and a readily accessible source of 
cobblestone. Furthermore, it is thought likely that the river was closer to the 
settlement at Bulmore in the Roman period than its present location which could again 
present a nearby supply of cobblestone. 

It is not known where or why the change in metalling occurs from that of a sandstone 
and clay deposit to one of cobbles. However, the implication is that a single deposit of 
sandstone and clay was suitable for its intended role. The change may simply reflect 
an increasing lateral distance from the river and the likely source of the cobbles. 
Another factor that may have influenced a change was that the road ascends from just 
over the 10m contour value at Bulmore to above the 20m contour in the evaluation 
area, where the hillside perhaps had better load bearing qualities obviating a need for 
anything other than sandstone and clay. A similar topographical situation arises over 
much of the route toward Usk and it is entirely possible that a similar metalled surface 
of readily available sandstone and clay was used to form the greater part of the route 
toward Usk. In addition, as the road is on higher ground, above the 20m contour 
value, there is no topographical reason why the route should not stay near or need to 
descend below the 20m contour until nearing Usk itself. 

The exact route of the Roman road toward Usk has not been proven, however, a 
continuation of the road alignment could now be reasonably traced in the adjacent 
field to the north of the site. The difficulty in tracing the road through the landscape 
may be explained as a consequence of the change in road makeup materials from 
cobbles to sandstone and clay, which is not dissimilar to the soils and stone of the 
natural hillside and which once ploughed would become extremely difficult to 
recognise.  

The other significant remains found on the proposed site were the stone spreads found 
in trenches T9 and T10 which were located to the north and south of the Roman road 
line respectively. Neither dating evidence nor function was ascertained for the stone 
deposits in T9, although their deposition suggested that the spreads were possibly 
related to tracks or pathways. The stone deposit and probable structure located toward 
the southwest end of T10 probably represented the remains of a building of unknown 
date. Given that the greater quantity of ceramics found within these trenches related to 
the Roman period it may be reasonable to assume that there is a likelihood that all the 
deposits are of Roman date.  

Further features found during the evaluation in trenches T3, T5 and T11 were the 
ditches of later date and on differing alignments to the Roman road. These ditches 
were likely to be agricultural drainage measures for the fields, a practice that 
continued into the 19th century when ceramic drain pipes (discovered in T5 and T9) 
were emplaced to control excess water. Furthermore, a series of broadly rectangular 
shaped structural features, probably relating to the construction of the A449 or 
possibly WWII defensive measures were noted in T1. 
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7 Conclusions 
The results of the archaeological field evaluation have demonstrated that significant 
archaeological remains were to be found on the site. These remains included a derelict 
agricultural building, the Roman road between Caerleon and Usk, a likely structure 
and also stone deposits of unknown date. The remains were found in trenches T5, T8, 
T9, T10 and T11 and which, with the exception of T5, were all located toward the 
northeast boundary of the site; this is also the same area from where the greater 
quantity of Roman ceramic materials were recoverd. In addition, ditches of later date 
than the Roman road were also found in T3, T5 and T11 and also a ruined barn.   

As significant archaeological deposits were found at the base of the topsoil at a depth 
of between 0.2m and 0.3m below ground level, it is likely that any groundworks will 
have an adverse impact on the archaeological resource.  

Further archaeological mitigation will ensure that any deposits or structures connected 
with the deposits found in T9 and T10 will be recorded and provide additional 
information to their nature and function. In addition, information regarding the 
alignment of the Roman road may be gained to the southwest of T5. Further 
information may also be gained as to the date and alignment of the ditches seen in T3, 
T5 and T11.   

It is also understood that provision will be made to realign the course of an outfall 
channel shown on the current plan that passes through the barn. This measure will 
ensure that the building will not be affected by any groundworks.   
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9 Appendix I: Context Inventory 
Context Type Location Description 

100 Deposit Trench 1 Topsoil. Soft light brown silty clay loam with moderate 
quantity of small angular sandstone and dense rooting from 
nettles, docks and fern. Generally 0.2m depth, but 
increasing up to 0.6m in depth to the north toward the bank 
edge. 

101 Deposit Trench 1 Subsoil. Deposit of soft brown-pink silty clay sloping to the 
north with moderate quantity of sandstone; lesser quantity 
of stone than 102 and no cut noted between 101 and 102. 
Stone no larger than about 80mm and more rounded than 
102. Possibly imported fill on the edge of the bank.  

102 Deposit Trench 1 Subsoil up to 0.6m in depth. Brown-pink silty clay with 
about 40% stone at all angles of repose except where forced 
to dip to the north and south by intrusive features 106 to 
113 that divided the stone into alternate triangular shapes, 
upright then inverted.   

103 Deposit Trench 1 Natural. Purple-brown deposit of sandstone and clayey 
sand. Stone sized from about 10mm to in excess of 0.2m.  

104 Deposit Trench 1 Brown-pink deposit of clayey sand 0.6m in length by about 
0.4m depth of mound like appearance. Similar deposit to 
102 but a greater quantity of stone than that seen in 102 
possibly derived from 103. Divided from 102 by feature 
105. 

105 Cut ? Trench 1 Possible cut feature whose edges were defined by sloping 
stone measuring about 0.3m at the before top tapering in to 
0.2m wide; depth unknown. Possible post setting or tree 
root.   

106 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder. Length 0.6m, width 0.14m, dipping to the south 
angled about 45 degrees from the horizontal.  

107 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.6m, width 0.14m, dipping to the 
north angled about 60 degrees from the horizontal. 

108 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.67m, width 0.1m, dipping to the 
south angle, changes from near vertical to about 55 degrees 
from the horizontal. 

109 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.7m, width 0.1m, dipping to the 
north angled about 55 degrees from the horizontal. 

110 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.5m, width 0.08m, near vertical. 

111 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.45m, width 0.08m, near vertical.  

112 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.6m, width 0.08m, near vertical. 

113 Deposit Trench 1 A rectangular deposit of clean soft pink clay probably 
deposited after removal of a structural member possibly a 
girder or stake. Length 0.5m, width 0.1m, inclined to the 
south angled about 45 degrees from the horizontal. 
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Context Type Location Description 
114 Group Trench 1 Number allocated to deposits 106 to 113, clean soft pink 

clay. 
200 Deposit Trench 2 Topsoil. Light brown sandy clay loam up to 0.15m thick 

with frequent sandstone.  
201 Deposit Trench 2 Fairly firm clean brown-pink clay and stone subsoil up to 

0.8m in depth with frequent sandstone evenly distributed 
throughout the trench forming about 50% of the deposit. 
The stone where not horizontally deposited was noted 
dipping to the west. Similar to 102. 

202 Deposit Trench 2 Natural hillside, brown-pink clayey sand in excess of 0.3m 
depth, similar to 201 in colour, but becoming less stony. No 
clear distinction noted between 201 and 202. 

301 Deposit Trench 3 Topsoil. Mid light brown silt loam between 0.05m and 
0.34m in depth. 

302 Deposit Trench 3 Deposit of loose grey silty clay between 0.06 and 0.12m in 
depth, containing decaying roots and stone noted 
particularly toward the south. Likely undergrowth 
clearance, spread over the field, from construction of a bank 
to form new A449 slip road. 

303 Deposit Trench 3 Deposit of angular stone amongst sandy clay. Probably a 
result of construction debris/ clearance and possibly 
connected to deposit 302.  

304 Deposit Trench 3 Brown-pink silty deposit containing angular stone and 
isolated small pebbles. Probably ditch fill. No defined edges 
but likely to be a continuation of ditches 1107 and 1109 
noted in T11. Width about 0.8m. 

305 Deposit Trench 3 Road surface following gradient of the hillside, sloping 
from south to north (24.5m OD to 24m OD respectively). 
Deposit of sandstone with occasional larger stone amongst 
clean pink sandy clay about 0.3m below ground level. 
Exact width indeterminate due to ploughing but about 6m 
wide. Roman pottery and hobnails found on this surface. 
Likely to be part of the Roman road between Usk and 
Caerleon. 

400 Deposit Trench 4 Topsoil. Friable pink-grey silt loam with moderate angular 
and sub-angular sandstone. Depth about 0.15m at south of 
trench increasing to about 0.5m at the north; possibly a 
deeper accumulation due to hillwash or more likely deposits 
generated from the cleaning out of a nearby barn.   

401 Deposit Trench 4 Subsoil. Soft orange-brown silty clay up to 0.25m depth 
with isolated manganese flecks and isolated angular 
sandstone fragments.  

402 Deposit Trench 4 Subsoil. Soft grey-pink sandy clay between 0.25m and 
0.4m in depth with angular sandstone pebbles.   

403 Deposit Trench 4 Natural. Deposit of firm pink clay up to 0.5m depth with 
occasional sandstone and a moderate quantity manganese 
flecks. 

404 Deposit Trench 4 Fill of 405. Grey-brown sandy silt deposit with frequent 
manganese flecking. 

405 Cut Trench 4 Rectangular slot measuring 0.7m by 0.2m aligned NW/SE. 
Bowl shaped in section 0.05m deep. Possible split trunk 
pressed into ground. Likely to be connected with a nearby 
barn or infilling of the watercourse 407. 

406 Deposit Trench 4 Grey-black clay loam fill of ditch containing rubble and 
including brick, wiring and asphalt. Modern Fill of deep 
watercourse.  

407 Cut Trench 4 Natural ditch cut of a watercourse up to 3.6m wide and 
about 1.4m deep. Shown on OS mapping. 
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Context Type Location Description 
408 Deposit Trench 4 Natural. Compact firm mid-dark purple-pink clay with 

moderate sub-angular and angular sandstone in excess of 
0.4m depth. 

500 Deposit Trench 5 Topsoil. Light brown sandy clay loam between 0.2 and 
0.3m depth with moderate quantity of sandstone and 
frequent rootlets. Regular spaced scoops in the base of 
topsoil which cut the underlying surface was indicative of 
ploughing. South end of trench contained twigs and modern 
rubbish similar to 302.  

501 Deposit Trench 5 Subsoil. Fairly clean, brown-pink, gritty firm clayey sand 
with manganese flecks that increased in quantity to the 
north; subsoil depth from 0.25m up to 0.5m.     

502 Deposit Trench 5 Natural. Purple-brown sandy clay with angular stone 
comprising about 40% of the deposit. 

503 Cut Trench 5 Ditch cut. Splayed U-shaped ditch about 0.7m wide at the 
top and about 0.2m wide at the base with a depth of 0.6m.  

504 Deposit Trench 5 Fill of ditch 503. Firm, gritty, pink-brown clayey sand with 
a few manganese flecks. Fill depth on the ditch centre line 
was 0.3m but originally likely to have been about 0.5m 
deep before truncation by secondary ditch cut 505. 

505 Cut Trench 5 Ditch cut following the line of earlier ditch 503. Flattened 
U shape with width about 1.7m and depth of about 0.35m. 
Gradual change of slope throughout. Slight steps on both 
sides of the ditch but more clearly seen on NW side. The 
central part of the ditch was cut to form a neat bowl shape.  

506 Deposit Trench 5 Fill of ditch 505 comprised of firm clean gritty clayey sand. 
Brown coloured with a pink hue similar to 504 but deeper 
brown in colour. 

507 Deposit Trench 5 Subsoil up to 0.6m depth. Similar to 501 but without the 
manganese content and separated from 501 by ditches 503 
and 505. Sandstone inclusions possibly from 509 that lay to 
the NW. 

508 Cut? Trench 5 Possible cut for road surface 509. No cuts detected but the 
edges were conjectured by quantity and distribution of 
sandstone that constitutes 509. Width about 5.2m.  

509 Deposit Trench 5 Road surface. Firm brown-pink sandy clay with a scatter 
of yellow-grey sandstone and isolated charcoal flecks 
dispersed by ploughing. The stone, angular and sharp edged 
measuring from <100mm to about 10mm, was at all angles 
of repose and generally spread evenly throughout the 
deposit but occasionally clustered. There was no clear base 
or upper surface but the spread of stone and clay measured 
about 5.2m in length with a variable depth ranging between 
0.2m and 0.6m. The deposit, although located on a flatter 
part of the sloping field, generally followed the downhill 
trend of the field at a gradient of about 1 in 10.4m. Similar 
deposit to that seen in T8, T10 and T11. Likely to be part of 
the Roman road between Usk and Caerleon. 

510 Deposit Trench 5 Subsoil, brown-pink clayey sand up to 0.3m depth. Similar 
clays to 501, 507 and 509 and probably part of 509 but 
disturbed by ploughing.  

600 Deposit Trench 6 Topsoil. Soft friable dark brown clay loam between 0.2m 
and 0.3m in depth with frequent roots and rootlets and 
isolated sub-angular and sub-rounded pebbles. 
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Context Type Location Description 
601 Deposit Trench 6 Subsoil. Pink-brown compact clayey sand between 0.15m 

and 0.25m in depth with a gritty texture containing isolated 
sub-angular sandstone. The presence of former rooting was 
indicated by dark brown vertical streaks from the upper part 
to the base of the deposit. 

602 Deposit Trench 6 Subsoil. Brown-pink silty clay with occasional manganese 
flecks and isolated sandstone about 0.2m in depth. 

603 Deposit Trench 6 Upper fill of post setting 604 comprising dark grey-black 
sandy clay. 

604 Cut Trench 6 Post setting. Irregular, 0.5m diameter overall, sub-circular 
shaped posthole comprised an upper fill 603, lower fill 605 
and four similarly sized (0.2m) sub-rounded sandstones 
marking its east and south sides. The stone did not appear to 
be packing but occupied a shallow lip on the east and south 
side of the posthole. In section, a near vertical cut was 
revealed on its southeast side (below the stone), whilst the 
northwest side curved down from a diameter of 0.25m at 
the surface to meet the circular base that was about 0.05m 
in diameter; overall depth about 0.25m. Likely to be 
connected with a nearby barn and possibly marking a 
corner of an enclosure seen on OS mapping. 

605 Deposit Trench 6 Lower fill of 604 comprising loose mixed grey-pink silty 
clay with isolated flecks of charcoal and occasional 
sandstone. 

606 Deposit Trench 6 Natural deposit of firm light brown-pink clay up to 0.3m in 
depth with moderate manganese flecks and isolated 
sandstone. 

607 Deposit Trench 6 Natural deposit of firm brown-pink gritty clay about 0.2m 
in depth with occasional sandstone. 

608 Deposit Trench 6 Natural deposit of soft pink clayey sand with sandstone 
fragments in excess of 0.3m depth 

701 Deposit Trench 7 Topsoil. Dark to mid brown silty clay loam up to 0.18m in 
depth. 

702 Deposit Trench 7 Subsoil comprising orange brown silty clay up to 0.7m 
depth with isolated sandstone. 

703 Deposit Trench 7 Subsoil, band of light brown clayey sand in excess of 0.25m 
depth with moderate quantity of sandstone  

801 Deposit Trench 8 Topsoil. Brown silty clay loam with occasional sandstone. 
802 Deposit Trench 8 Deposit of mid brown silty clay up to 0.1m in depth with 

moderate sandstone at the base of topsoil 801.  
803 Deposit Trench 8 Road surface. Firm, mid light brown sandy clay up to 

0.36m in depth with dispersed small angular sandstone 
fragments comprising about 65% of the makeup. Due to 
ploughing there was no clear demarcation for the base or 
the upper surface; the upper surface undulated slightly but 
the base was irregular. The spread of stone and clay 
measured about 6m in length with a variable depth ranging 
between 0.2m and 0.36m. The deposit sloped to the north at 
a gradient of about 1 in 10.9m and followed the downhill 
trend of the field. Similar deposit to that seen in T5, T10 
and T11. Likely to be part of the Roman road between Usk 
and Caerleon. 

804 Deposit Trench 8 Deposit similar to 803 but with far less stone, comprised of 
light brown sandy clay and sandstone. Width 4.8m with a 
maximum depth of 0.5m; the deposit sloped to the north 
following the downhill trend of the field. 

805 Deposit Trench 8 Deposit of orange brown silty clay with isolated stone up to 
0.6m in depth. 
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Context Type Location Description 
806 Deposit Trench 8 Natural. Red brown clay and angular stone up to 0.9m in 

depth. Similar to 502  
807 Cut ? Trench 8 Possible ditch cut. Depression immediately to south of road 

surface 803, measuring 1.5m in length and about 0.25m 
below the general line of the road; fill part of 804. No ditch 
noted in other trenches where the road was recorded. 

901 Deposit Trench 9 Topsoil. Brown silty clay loam with isolated stone. 
902 Deposit Trench 9 Linear dispersed sandstone deposit broadly aligned NW/SE 

about 1.6m wide, length in excess of 2m and a depth of up 
to 0.3m but generally only a single stone depth, originally 
though to be a drain. The greater part of the deposit was 
angular flat laid stone except for its eastern edge, which 
was demarcated by occasional inclined stones.  

903 Deposit Trench 9 Subsoil. Orange brown silty clay up to 0.4m depth with 
occasional stone. 

904 Deposit Trench 9 Deposit of small rounded pebbles located to the east of and 
parallel to 903. Width measured about 1.85m and its depth 
measured 0.06m. 

905 Deposit Trench 9 Subsoil up to 0.4m depth comprised orange brown silty clay 
and occasional stone. 

906 Deposit Trench 9 Crescent shaped sandstone deposit in excess of 2m in 
length with a width of about 3.2m and up to 0.2m in depth. 
The greater part of the deposit was flat laid stone with some 
overlapping and showed signs of wear probably due to 
water action. 

907 Deposit Trench 9 Natural red brown clay and stone in excess of 0.5m depth. 
908 Structure Trench 9 75mm diameter ceramic field drain made up of sections 

each 300mm butted together about 0.8m (19.0m OD) below 
ground level Manufacturers stamp R P Jones, Newport 
imprinted on pipe. No cut detected for this drainpipe. 

909 Deposit Trench 9 Depression filled by silty subsoil 905 possibly a water worn 
channel. 

1001 Deposit Trench 10 Topsoil. Light to mid brown silty clay loam with isolated 
sandstone up to 0.18m in depth. 

1002 Deposit Trench 10 Deposit of loose grey-brown silty clay up to 0.1m depth 
with isolated angular sandstone. 

1003 Deposit Trench 10 Deposit of brown-pink sandy clay up to 0.8m in depth with 
a scatter of small sandstone noted in the NE part of the 
trench that was similar to and likely part of the road 
makeup seen in T11 but ploughed out. Probably a part of 
the Roman road between Usk and Caerleon. 

1004 Deposit Trench 10 Natural. Dark purple-brown clayey sand. 
1005 Deposit Trench 10 Deposit of angular sandstone of varying size (between 0.5m 

by 0.35m to about 0.1m by 0.1m) in excess of 5m wide 
orientated broadly NW/SE. The surface was very uneven 
and the higher raised stone showed evidence of plough 
strikes, but the majority of larger stones were laid flat. An 
ill-defined edge was noted on its NE side and a greater 
density of stone about 2m wide and raised slightly higher 
than the adjacent stone was discovered adjacent to the NE 
edge The deposit was generally only one stone in depth. 
Two square-sectioned nails found within the deposit 
suggest building rubble. 
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Context Type Location Description 
1006 Deposit/ 

structure? 
Trench 10 Possible structure comprising three courses of sandstone 

of which the centre course was formed from a single stone. 
The feature measured about 0.6m in width and stood to 
about 0.4m in height. The upper courses had probably been 
struck by a plough resulting in the upper layers being 
disturbed; it is likely that it stood to a higher level as similar 
stone was found to the west of this feature. A likely 
foundation or edging although no cuts were seen for the 
feature. 

1101 Deposit Trench 11 Topsoil. Mid to light brown silty clay loam with isolated 
sandstone and rooting; depth from 0.05m up to 0.35m. 

1102 Deposit Trench 11 Subsoil, comprising silty clay with frequent small angular 
stone from 0.05m depth at the south to 0.25m depth toward 
the north. 

1103 Deposit Trench 11 Subsoil comprising mid brown silty clay up to 0.2m in 
depth with sub-rounded and sub-angular sandstone. 

1104 Structure Trench 11 Road surface comprising frequent, small, angular and sub-
rounded sandstone within compact brown-pink sandy clay 
(estimated 70% stone 30% clay). The spread of stone and 
clay, deposited directly on the existing subsoil surface, 
measured about 5.6m in total width with a variable depth of 
between 0.1m and 0.25m. The south side curved upward 
over a distance of about 0.5m before flattening out for the 
central part of the road, which measured about 4.2m in 
width, before falling away sharply over a distance of about 
0.8m to the south. The flatter central part of the surface 
sloped to the north at a gradient of about 1 in 7.5m and 
followed the downhill trend of the field. Similar stone to 
that seen in T5, T8 and T10 but not disturbed by ploughing. 
Likely to be part of the Roman road between Usk and 
Caerleon. 

1105 Deposit Trench 11 Brown silty clay deposit about 1m in length and up to 0.4m 
in depth with occasional sandstone. A deposit probably 
connected with adjacent ditches.  

1106 Deposit Trench 11 Subsoil. Firm mid to light brown sandy clay up to 0.5m in 
depth with very few sandstone inclusions.  

1107 Cut Trench 11 Cut for a U-shaped ditch on a N/S alignment. No positive 
edges were determined but its width on the section line 
measured about 2.05m and its depth measured about 0.8m. 
A continuation of this ditch was seen in T3 where its width 
measured 0.8m.  

1108 Deposit Trench 11 Fill of ditch 1107, comprising mid brown silty clay with a 
high content of dispersed large and small angular sandstone 
fragments at all angles of repose noted particularly toward 
the base of the ditch.  

1109 Cut Trench 11 Cut for a U-shaped ditch. Recorded in section as 0.75m 
wide and up to 0.35m deep with a flat base about 0.25m 
wide. Its southern edge was not discernable and only part of 
the northern cut was better defined. Secondary ditch on 
same alignment as and within ditch 1107.    

1110 Deposit Trench 11 Fill of 1109 comprising clean dark brown sandy clay with a 
few small stones (size up to 0.1m) at the base of the ditch.  

1111 Deposit Trench 11 Deposit of light yellow brown clay up to 0.25m depth with 
a width of about 0.3m containing moderate small fragments 
of angular sandstone. Probably upcast, from ditch 1109, and 
possibly used to form a bank to the ditch on the downhill 
side of the slope. Similar to 1112. 
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Context Type Location Description 
1112 Deposit Trench 11 Subsoil deposit of light yellow brown silty clay up to 0.2m 

in depth with moderate small sandstone fragments. 
1113 Deposit Trench 11 Deposit of dark brown silty clay up to 0.4m in depth with 

angular stone particularly concentrated toward the upper 
part of the deposit. Probably natural. 

1114 Deposit Trench 11 Natural. Dark purple brown clay and stone in excess of 
0.8m depth.  
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10 Appendix II: Finds Archive 

 

Table 1 Unstratified material 
Location Material type Description Qty Wt (kg) Period 
Barn Ceramic Black-glazed ridge tile, stamped 

with maker’s name (obscured) 
Bridgwater 

1 3.9kg Late post-
medieval 

  Pantile 1 1.325 Late post-
medieval 

T2 Glass Window greenish, matt both 
sides 

1 <0.002 Post-medieval? 

 Ceramic Tile/redware frags u/d 14 0.064 Post-medieval 
/Romano-British 

  Pantile (?) 1 0.037 Late post-
medieval 

  Drainpipe 1 0.080 Late post-
medieval 

  LCW 1 <0.002 Post-medieval 
  Mod ceramics 2 0.016 Late post-

medieval 
T3 Iron Nail frag 1 0.005  
 Ceramic Tile/redware frags u/d 4 0.009 Romano-British? 
  Pottery: BB 2 0.013 Romano-British 
               GW 3 0.006 Romano-British 
 Ceramic Tile u/d 5 0.114 Romano-British? 
  Tile u/d 1 0.015 Post-medieval? 
  Pottery: RW, flagon/jar b/s 1 0.010 Romano-British 
T4 Ceramic pantile 8 0.194 Late post-

medieval 
  Brick/frags u/d 4 0.098 Post-medieval 
  Pottery: LCW, rim of bowl 1 0.041 Post-medieval 
T5 Ceramic Tile u/d 3 0.034 Post-medieval 
  Tile/redware frags u/d 7 0.043 Post-medieval 

/Romano-British 
  Pottery: LCW frags 5 0.006 Post-medieval 
T6 Ceramic Pantile 1 0.102 Late post-

medieval 
  Pottery: LCW frag 1 <0.002 Post-medieval 
T7 Iron Horseshoe, max ext width 

125mm 
1 0.216 Post-medieval 

  ?dog/angled bar 1 0.126 Post-medieval 
 Ceramic Tile frags u/d 2 0.055 Romano-British? 
T8 Stone Sandstone frag 1 0.003  
 ? ochre Purple ?ochre frag. 1 0.005  
T8 Ceramic Tile incl pantile and floor tile 3 0.139 Late post-

medieval 
  Tile u/d 11 0,230 Post-medieval 

/Romano-British 
  Pottery: unglazed frag, ?med 

?BB: 
1 <0.002 Medieval 

/Romano-British 
  ?redware  u/d (4=1) 1 0.019 Romano-British? 
T9 Ceramic Tile incl box 1 0.088 Romano-British 
  Tile u/d  1 0.019 Romano-British? 
  Tile/redware frags u/d 7 0.015 Romano-British? 
  Tile u/d 1 0.068 Post-medieval 
  Pottery: NDGT 1 <0.002 Post-medieval 
  LCW 1 <0.002 Post-medieval 
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T10 Flint Flake 1 <0.002 Preh. 
 Iron Nails/concretion 4 0.041  
 Ceramic Tile incl tegula 2 0.340 Romano-British 
  Tile/redware frags u/d C80 0.855 Romano-British? 
  Pottery: RW u/d 1 <0.002 Romano-British 
               GW, jar rim 2=1 1 0.013 Romano-British 
               Amphora (3=1) ?Dr 2-4 1 0.039 Romano-British 
               NDGT 2 0.005 Post-medieval 
               YGBW. MP dishes 3 0.028 Post-medieval 
               SSG stoneware 1 0.005 Post-medieval 
               CCE 1 <0.002 Post-medieval 
T11 Ceramic Tile/redware u/d 13(?5

) 
0.109 Romano-British 

 
Key 
u/d: undiagnostic 
LCW: Local coarseware 
BB: Black burnished ware 
GW: Greyware 
RW: Redware 
NDGT: North Devon gravel tempered ware 
YGBW: Yellow glazed buffware 
SSG: Staffordshire salt-glazed 
CCE: Cream coloured earthernware 
MP: Mould press 
RBRW: Romano-British redware 
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Table 2 Stratified material 
Context Material type Description Qty Wt (kg) Period 
T1/102 Flint Burnt pebble frag 1 0.002  
 Glass Bottle, basal angle, C18/19 1 0.011 PM 
 Ceramic Brick 2 0.023 LPM 
  Tile/redware frags u/d 8 0.006 PM/RB 
  Pottery: NDGT 1 0.008 PM 
                LCW 4 0.010 PM 
T3/305 Iron Hobnails/barbed wire frag? 2 0.004 RB/PM 
 Ceramic Tile u/d 5 0.168 ?RB 
  Pottery: RW u/d frags 2 0.002 RB 
                 GW 2 0.004 RB 
                 BB 3 0.022 RB 
                 Mort ?Gloucester 1 <0.002 RB 
                 amphora 1 <0.002 RB 
                 ?med /coarse RBRW 2 0.003 ?med 
 
 
Table 3 Samples 
Location Material type Detail Wt (kg) Period 
Barn Stone Sandstone  3.4  
 Mortar From exterior (*001) 0.130 C19 
 Mortar From interior (*002) 0.132 C19 
T10 and T9 Stone Sandstone  0.158  
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