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1. Summary  
 
An excavation was conducted in July 2014 in accordance with a written specification for 
archaeological evaluation at Bulmore House, Bulmore Road, Caerleon, Newport. The entire 
footprint of the proposed new conservatory was excavated to the top of the archaeological 
resource and revealed important Roman remains dated to the late 2nd century AD to the 
early 3rd century AD. The features recorded comprise two drains and two large pits that 
were only partially excavated. On the basis of the results of the evaluation and of the 
foundation design, it is concluded and recommended that this evaluation is sufficient to 
support a positive determination of the proposed planning application. 
 
2. Site location and description 
 
2.1 The proposed development site is located at The Bulmore, Bulmore Road, Caerleon, 
Newport (NGR ST 35996 91491, Figure 1). The application area is located on the south side 
of Bulmore Road, which at this point follows the line of the Roman road from Usk to 
Caerleon (RR62a (variant), Sherman and Evans 2004, 38-9, fig.13). It occupies the slopes 
descending toward the flood plain of the east side of the River Usk to the west of The Forge, 
Great Bulmore Farm Cottages. The footprint of the proposed development area covers 
some 65 square metres and is adjacent to the west of Bulmore House at an altitude of 15m 
(Figure 2). The site is located in the immediate vicinity of the Scheduled Ancient Monument 
(SAM MM 176) of the Great Bulmore Roman settlement identified since the early 19th 
century. 
 
 
2.2 Cardiff Archaeological Consultants was commissioned to carry out an archaeological 
evaluation for Mr & Mrs Thompson, following the submission of planning application No. 
14/0121 to Newport City Council for alteration and refurbishment works to the existing 
dwelling including replacing the flat roof with a dual pitch and provision of a timber-framed 
conservatory. 
  
 
2.3 The evaluation was requested to satisfy the requirements of Welsh Office Circular 60/96 
and of Planning Policy Wales Fifth Edition 2011. Section 6.5.1 notes: 
 
 “The needs of archaeology and development can be reconciled, and potential conflict very 
much reduced, if developers discuss their proposals for development with  the local planning 
authority at an early stage. Archaeological assessments commissioned by developers 
(sometimes as part of a wider Environmental Impact Assessment) can help to provide 
information on the archaeological sensitivity of a site before submitting a planning 
application. If important remains are  thought to exist at a development site, the planning 
authority should request the prospective developer to arrange for an archaeological field 
evaluation to be carried out before any decision on the planning application is taken. 
 
The results of any assessment and/or field evaluation should be provided as part of a 
planning application. If this information is not provided, authorities should consider whether 
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it is appropriate to direct the applicant to supply further information, or whether to refuse 
permission for inadequately documented proposals.” 
 
2.4 An ordered archive will be deposited with the National Roman Legion Museum, 
Caerleon. 
 
 
3. Summary of archaeological potential 
 
3.1 The Fortress 
 
The legionary fortress was founded by the governor of Britannia, Julius Frontinus in AD 74–5 
(Knight 1994). Legio II Augusta was probably moved from a fortress at Exeter to construct 
the new fortress, while a legionary unit may also have been moved from Usk, leaving that 
site abandoned. Caerleon was nearer the sea and easier to supply, possibly from the military 
base which probably existed at Sea Mills (Abone; Ellis 1987, 100). Caerleon (Isca) was the 
military headquarters for the conquest and subjugation of the Welsh tribes which was 
completed during the next few years. It was the headquarters of Legio II Augusta for a large 
part of the Roman period.  
 
The fortress occupied a site some 50 acres in extent, which dwarfed the later town of 
Caerleon until recently. Even now the fortress lies to a large extent outside the town and 
makes this arguably one of the most important, by being well preserved, of the Roman 
Empire's legionary fortresses. Originally built of earth and timber, it was rebuilt in stone 
some 30 years later. Excavations have taken place almost continuously since the 1920s and 
rescue excavations have become an essential annual event. The Fortress Baths, the 
amphitheatre and Prysg Field barracks have formed the main focus of excavations but large 
areas of the fort are now on plan and the layout substantially complete (Wheeler and 
Wheeler 1928; Nash-Williams 1931; 1932; Boon 1972; 1987; Zienkiewicz 1986). The 
defences are also well defined and visible to the west and south-west. 
 
After the subjugation of the Welsh tribes, the legion was probably broken up and drafted to 
other trouble spots or for construction duties, such as the building of Hadrian's Wall from 
AD 122. Occupation continued in part at Isca as shown by excavation of the barracks in the 
Prysg Field. The continuing importance of the fortress is indicated by the restoration of the 
headquarters building under the Emperor Severus before AD 211. For much of the second 
and third centuries, the legion was largely located on the northern frontier of Britain. Works 
continued at Caerleon, however, including restoration of the south-west gate, remodelling 
of the amphitheatre and repair of barrack blocks. Roofing tiles were made nearby stamped 
LEG II AUG ANTO - the 'ANTO' referring to the Emperor Caracalla who granted the title 
‘Caracalla's Own’ to the legion.  
 
A period of political and economic unrest in the mid-3rd century AD meant the withdrawal 
of most of the troops from the fortress. Nevertheless the fine baths were maintained and 
other main buildings were at least kept in repair. The seventh cohort was posted back there 
in AD 253-8. There was further building under the Emperor Aurelian. 
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The end of the fortress seems to have come when the pirate and usurper Carausius, now in 
control of Britannia, or his successor Allectus, may have demolished the main buildings to 
provide materials for a new but smaller fort at Cardiff and the conversion of Caerwent into a 
fortified settlement. Military occupation may have continued on a much smaller and less 
formal scale at Caerleon into the 4th century. The late Roman army is often thought to 
consist mainly of Germanic mercenaries. This may account for the use of the baths as a 
cattle pen and construction of unmilitary-looking dwellings in the former portico. 
 
The fortress continued to be a visible feature into medieval times. Whether there was 
continuity between the Roman and later town as an administrative centre is difficult to say 
(Courtney 1994, 114) but the road system and the existing bridge over the Usk must have 
played a significant part in later decisions. The church of St Cadoc may have had a pre-
Conquest origin. Retaken by the Welsh in Stephen's reign(?), Caerleon served as the centre 
of a Welsh lordship until captured by William Marshall in 1217. It had a charter by 1290. 
Given the strength of the Roman defences, there would have been no need to erect town 
walls. No trace has, however, been found to date of repair or reconstruction in the medieval 
period. A motte and bailey castle was erected outside the south-east corner of the fortress, 
probably later partly rebuilt in stone. A 13th-century tower stands adjacent to the Hanbury 
Arms in Castle Street (Knight 1994). 
 
Extensive rescue excavations were conducted from 1984 in the area to the east and south-
east of Tram Road, since developed for housing (ST 34109094; Frere et al. 1985, 259; 1986, 
366-369 and Figs 3 and 4; 1987, 307 and Fig 4; 1988, 421-2; Frere and Tomlin 1991, 226; 
Burnham et al. 1997, 403; 1998, 372; Evans 2000). This was the civilian settlement 
(canabae) of Isca. The main eastern road of the fortress (via principalis dextra) led north-
eastwards from the fortress gate and its external continuation was lined with 22 civilian 
buildings of stone and timber.  
 
Channel Archaeology conducted watching briefs at 7 and 12 Broadwell Court, west of the 
known canabae, in 2000 (Channel Archaeology 2000a and b) and Cardiff Archaeological 
Consultants carried out a watching brief at Caerleon Endowed Infants School in 2004 
(Cardiff Archaeological Consultants 2004). No archaeological structures or features were 
found. An evaluation conducted in 2006 at No 35 High Street confirms that the preserved 
buried Roman deposits are at a depth of 1.5m (Cardiff Archaeological Consultants 2006). A 
watching brief carried out at 12 Broadwell Court in 2007 revealed no traces of 
archaeological deposits although these are likely to be preserved at a lower level (Cardiff 
Archaeological Consultants 2008a). Cardiff Archaeological Consultants conducted a 
watching brief and limited excavations during a phased programme of improvements of the 
driving range area of the Caerleon Municipal Golf Course carried out between April and June 
2007. The golf course occupies the low land from the south-west of the canabae west wall 
to the bank of the river Usk. It confirmed the presence of important buried Roman remains 
along the line of the prolongation of the via principalis towards the quays excavated by 
Boon in the early 1960s (Boon 1978). Evidence for a more sporadic occupation of the land 
toward the north were also discovered (Cardiff Archaeological Consultants 2008b). A series 
of 65 postholes were hand excavated for the erection of a fence and gates within the 
grounds of the Caerleon Endowed Junior School to the north of the Golf course. The new 
fence is located inside the fortress on the edge of substantial Roman buildings recorded 
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during a recent Cadw-funded geophysical survey. Evidence for wall lines and floor surfaces 
and numerous finds was recovered to complement the existing data for the Roman barrack 
blocks and the industrial workshop complex of the fabrica (Cardiff Archaeological 
Consultants 2008c). 
 
3.2 Great Bulmore 
 
The Roman roadside settlement and associated cemeteries, have been explored through 
excavation and geophysical survey at Great Bulmore, about 2.0km north-east of Caerleon 
(NPRN 95647, 301891). The settlement extended about 500-600m along an irregular axial 
street. It originated, probably as a planned plantation, in the later first century AD and is 
thought to have been abandoned by the fourth century. Cemeteries are clustered about the 
settlement, particularly above the road leading to Caerleon. Burials are also known around 
Abernant to the east (NPRN 275997, 222553)’ (RCAHMW a). 
 
Since the discovery of Roman funerary structures in the field immediately west of the Great 
Bulmore Farm (Lee 1845, 6-7) and the subsequent finds of several cremations and 
tombstones (Lee 1862, 131), it was though that the area was occupied by one of the fortress 
cemeteries. In the mid 1970s, the excavation of a water trench in a field some 150 east of 
the 1815 discovery spot revealed an eroded sculptured fragment of tombstone (Boon 1975, 
48). In advance of further work a limited excavation was carried out by GGAT on the same 
site. It revealed the metalled surface of a Roman road and at Great Bulmore Farm the 
remains of a building of the 2nd century AD flanking the road. In a later phase the 
substantial building expanded over the road (Vyner 1976, 36, Vyner 1978, 25-54). The early 
funerary interpretation of the Roman occupation at Great Bulmore was now revised and 
Vyner suggested that it was in fact ‘a settlement of some size connected to the fortress’ 
(Vyner 1978, 30). 
 
New evidence for a settlement were uncovered in the early 1980s on the site of the new 
farm of Ysgubor Newydd Farm located some 350m east of the 1976 site, on the south side 
of Bulmore Road. Five rectangular buildings set at 90° flanked the Roman road that 
underlies the modern one. A stone sarcophagus was also found to the south of the group of 
buildings. The occupation was dated from the early 2nd century to the late 3rd century AD 
(Zienkiewicz 1983, 48-9). Further work on the new farm site partially recorded the plan of 
three more buildings and four graves. Excavations at Great Bulmore Farm to the east 
revealed five buildings on the north side of the road (Figure 3). A section of the Roman road 
was also excavated and shown to have three phases, of which the latest metalling layer 
sealed a denarius of Hadrian (Zienkiewicz 1984, 57). The artefacts indicated that both sites 
were occupied from the early 2nd century to the late 3rd century. Evidence for industrial 
activities (iron, bronze and glass working) was found and the finds assemblage suggested a 
civilian rather than military occupation (Zienkiewicz 1984, 57-8). A watching brief carried out 
during excavations for two septic tanks at Great Bulmore farm in 1987 exposed pits 
containing domestic and industrial artefacts probably associated with the Roman settlement 
(Marvell and Maylan 1987, 48). In 1988, a water trench to the east of Great Bulmore Farm 
uncovered more evidence of the Roman road buried 1m below the modern road. In front of 
the farmhouse, the remains of a stone building, sandstone stone slabbing with associated 
domestic artefacts and a new section of Roman road metalling were recorded (Maynard 
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1988, 62-3). Two more substantial Roman stone buildings were also identified in an 
evaluation commissioned by Cadw at Great Bulmore Farm in 1993 (Maynard 1993, 60).  
 
The development in the early 1990s of the Celtic Manor Golf Course toward the river Usk 
was the beginning of a new series of systematic investigations of the land around Great 
Bulmore. In 1996 a large field evaluation and geophysical survey confirmed the Roman 
deposits lay at a depth of 1m below existing ground level but that the Roman settlement of 
Great Bulmore did not extend into the proposed development. Further east from Great 
Bulmore a Roman pottery kiln with other attendant activities was excavated on the hill 
slope overlooking Abernant Farm (Marvell 1996, 74-5).  
 
The topographic and geophysical survey of three fields extending 350m south-west of the 
Ysgubor Newydd Farm detected probable land boundaries associated with a large stone 
building. It was tentatively interpreted as a possible Romano-Celtic temple. No further 
simple strip buildings of the type recorded in the 1983 and 1984 excavations (Zienkiewicz 
1983 and 1984) were found. This seem to indicate that the settlement was more dispersed 
along the Roman road than previously thought and that there were undeveloped areas 
within the settlement (Young and MacDonald 1999, 103). 
 
Following the field survey to the west of Ysgubor Newydd Farm a large programme of 
intrusive investigations was carried out on land at Little Bulmore Farm. It confirmed that the 
Roman occupation was limited to the north and south of Bulmore Road with no features 
detected on the flood plain to the north or on the steep slopes above the farm to the south. 
Further sections of the Roman road with associated ditch on its northern side were 
recorded together with the remains of several stone and timber buildings. To the south and 
west of the buildings a series of simple cremations were found. Within the cemetery 
boundaries the remains of a possible Romano-Celtic temple were excavated together with 
the remains of a mortuary house and a funerary monument on a slab base with fragments 
of carved tombstone (Yates 2000, 98-99). This new body of evidence prompted an initial 
interpretation of the possible Roman landscape around Great Bulmore (Figure 4) and also 
confirmed that the occupation commenced in the mid-2nd century and finished in the early 
4th century AD (Yates 2000, 99). Prior to the redevelopment of the farm buildings, a Roman 
cemetery was partly excavated at Abernant Farm to the east of Great Bulmore during 1997 
and 1998 (Mein 1997, 71, Mein 1998, 120). Further excavation in 2003 and 2006 with 
geophysical survey exposed another nine graves and a boundary ditch. The Roman 
attribution of the cemetery was confirmed by AMS dating to 20 - 240 AD (Tuck, Leaver and 
Sorrell 2003, 120-3, Tuck et al 2006, 195-8). To the north-east of Abernant Farm the remains 
of an early medieval forge and a small assemblage of over 100 flints dating from the 
Mesolithic to the early Bronze Age were discovered (Tuck, Leaver and Sorrell 2001, 123, 
151-4). It shows that this part of the eastern side of the Usk Valley was occupied from early 
prehistoric times to the medieval period. The prehistoric occupation around Abernant Farm 
was confirmed by the discovery of Bronze Age pottery and prehistoric flint during a field 
evaluation (Yates 2001, 124). 
 
Three more series of evaluation trenches were excavated to the south of The Bulmore 
opposite Great Bulmore Farm, to the north-east of Abernant Farm and at Usk road on the 
Usk floodplain where the only Roman remains (cremation) were found (Yates 2001, 136-7). 
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A post-medieval artificial platform was recorded on the hill slope above The Bulmore (Yates 
2001, 164). 
 
The latest phase of extension of the Celtic Manor resort necessitated the excavations of 
eight separate areas located around Great Bulmore Farm (Figure 5). All areas produced 
occupation or structural evidence. These included a pottery kiln (Area 2), a rectangular 
building with associated paved terrace (Area 3), a drying kiln (Area 4), cremation burials 
(Area 6), stone-lined cist burial and masonry buildings (Area 8). The foundations of a 
rectangular building and associated walling probably of post-medieval date were discovered 
south of Little Bulmore Farm. Area 7, located immediately north of Great Bulmore Farm, 
revealed a spread of Roman pottery and stratified industrial workings under the alluvial 
deposits (Tuck 2006, 198-201, 222).  
 
In 2007, Monmouthshire Archaeology carried out a limited evaluation in the footprint of the 
proposed new development at The Forge, Great Bulmore Farm Cottages, Bulmore Road, 
Caerleon for Mr T. Barrett (Figure 6). The evaluations uncovered a Roman ‘charcoal layer’ 
over the natural and the edge of a pit of which the fill produced Roman Black-burnished 
ware (Figure 7). Over the Roman layer a sandstone tumble was identified and this was 
overlain by re-deposited hard clay (Monmouth Archaeology 2007). 
 
The 2007 evaluation of The Forge was completed by Cardiff Archaeological Consultants in 
2010. Observation of the preparatory work for the foundation of the proposed extension, 
revealed undisturbed Roman archaeological levels and walling. Hand excavations that were 
carried out on the footprint of the extension exposed an occupation layer dated from the 
2nd/3rd century AD with a later Roman industrial structure. The west wall of a large building 
partly recorded in 1983-4 was uncovered and a second north-south building is interpreted 
as part of a post-Roman structure. A large pit cut through the Roman levels contained the 
remains of a horse buried in the 17th or 18th century (Cardiff Archaeological Consultants 
2010, Robic 2013). 
 
3.3 The Bulmore, Bulmore House 
 
The proposed development site lies to the south of the Roman road and of the Roman 
buildings excavated at Great Bulmore Farm (Figure 6) in the civil settlement (Figure 4). It is 
located directly to the south-east of the area marked 13 on Figures 6 and 9 on the map 
published by Vyner (1978, fig. 2). The precise nature and date of the remains uncovered is 
vague. The only description is from Vyner in the legend to his Figure 2 (ibid, p. VI) and reads 
'9, walling in the garden of Great Bulmore House.'. 
 
 
4. Aims and objectives of the investigation 
 
4.1 The work should elucidate the character, distribution, extent and importance of the 
known and potential archaeological remains which exist in the development area (Figure 3) 
and in particular the mapped remains of a building. 
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4.2 On the basis of its contents the evaluation report will provide information which is 
sufficiently detailed to allow informed decisions to be taken to safeguard the archaeological 
resource or to propose a mitigation strategy to preserve it by record. 
 
4.3 The archaeology of the application area as a whole, locally or regionally, will be 
considered although the evaluation trenches will be confined to the areas that will be 
directly affected by the new buildings and their services or some aspect of it. Any remains of 
potential interest should be considered, whatever their date. 
 
4.4 The excavation and recording will examine and record the archaeological resource 
within the specified area using appropriate methods and practices. These will satisfy the 
stated aims of the project and comply with the Code of conduct, Code of approved practice 
for the regulation for contractual arrangements in field archaeology and other relevant by-
laws of the Institute for Archaeologists. It will result in appropriate published accounts and 
an ordered, accessible archive. 
 
4.5 The excavation and its record will provide sufficient information by which to determine 
the level of importance of surviving archaeological features and place them in an 
interpretative framework.  
 
4.6 It is intended to recover artefactual, environmental and technological evidence from the 
excavated deposits providing cultural and chronological data towards an interpretation of 
the evaluated site. 
 
 
5. Methodology 
 
5.1 The evaluation consisted of the mechanical and hand excavation of the entire footprint 
of the proposed new conservatory (Figures 2 and 7) to the top of the archaeological 
resource and limited excavation in the features recorded to ascertain their date and nature. 
The work was conducted by trained archaeological professionals to the standards set by the 
Institute for Archaeologists (1994-2008).  
 
5.2 The evaluation area was positioned to retrieve the maximum archaeological information 
and to ensure that the archaeological resource is understood. The precise location of the 
evaluation area is indicated in Figure 7. 
 
5.3 Written, drawn and photographic records to an appropriate level of detail were made 
including context sheets, a site diary, three-dimensional field drawings and survey data. 
Plans and section drawings were at a scale of 1:20. The drawings were cross-referenced to 
fixed boundaries on the relevant OS plan. 
 
 
6 The evaluation results 
 
6.1 The evaluation was carried out by Jean-Yves Robic and Louis Stafford between the 2nd 
and the 9th of July 2014 under generally dry weather conditions but progress was halted on 
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several occasions due to flash flooding of the site after thunderstorms. The excavation was 
monitored on Monday 7th of July by Judith Doyle of the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological 
Trust (See report in Appendix 11.2) 
 
6.2 The evaluation area spanned a concrete slab to the east and the edge of the garden to 
the west and measured 18m by 15m. The concrete slab (10), its compacted building rubble 
sub-base (02), top soil (01) and subsoil (14) were mechanically excavated to the top of the 
archaeological resource. Two small sondages (SD01 and 02) were hand excavated  along the 
northern edge of the evaluation area to try to ascertain the depth of the archaeological 
resource. Both were stopped when organised remains were uncovered. The whole 
evaluation area was then hand excavated to defined the archaeological features (Figure 8, 
Plate 1). 
 
The natural sandy clayey horizon (17) was exposed in three-quarter of the evaluation area 
and it was overlain by the remains of an occupation layer (15) in the north-west quarter of 
the area. Two stone built drains (05 and 12) running south-north with the natural slope and 
three cut features (03, 07 and 23) were indentified and all dated to the Roman period. A 
modern drain pipe for the evacuation of the rainwater and its brick surround was recorded 
in the north-east corner and left in situ (Figure 8). 
 
6.3 The drain 12 was exposed in the north-western corner of the evaluation area and in the 
sondage SD01. A linear section measuring 5.50m long and orientated south-west to north-
east was exposed and recorded (Figure 8, Plate 2) . The drain was a narrow channel 0.50m 
wide with sides build of small flat sandstones, brick fragments and large amphora sherds 
(Figure 9, sections 2 and 3). Its base was formed by a compacted layer of yellowish mortar 
with charcoal and broken up pottery sherds. No evidence of an upper cover for the drain 
was found but it is likely that it was formed by flat sandstone caps resting on the side walls. 
The sandstone tumble (22) to the west of the drain may also be the remains of the upper 
course of the side walls. 
 
To the east of drain 12 and in the centre of the evaluation area another drain (05) was 
recorded and partly excavated (Figure 8, Plate 3). It was of similar construction and size to 
12 but had retained its capping stones. It runs from the south-east to the north and was 
10m long. The drain channel was covered with the building rubble 02 of the concrete slab 
sub-base (Figure 10, section 6). It is likely that the drain had been uncovered during the 
preparatory ground works before the installation of the concrete slab and purposely filled at 
this time to avoid subsidence. 
 
6.4 Three cut features (03, 07, 23) were uncovered in the southern part of the area. The 
sub-rectangular feature 07 was the largest, measuring 5.50m east-west by 7.50 north-south 
and was cut in the natural ground 17 (Figure 8). The feature was not excavated and only 
superficially cleaned. It revealed a brown fill (08) with abundant sherds of pottery topped by 
a layer of sandstone (09) and large fragment of amphora (Figure 9, section 01 and 02, 
Plates4 and 5). No visible organisation could be seen in the upper stone layer 09. On the 
north-western edge of the feature the sherds of a small complete Black-burnished ware jar 
were recovered. The jar may have been part of the upper stone layer 9 and was embedded 
in the fill 08 rim first (Figure 8, SF 4, Plate 6).  



Archaeological evaluation at Bulmore House, Bulmore Road, Caerleon, Newport  

 

Report 2014-11   13 

 

 
To the east of 07 a smaller circular pit (23) was indentified (Figure 8). It was 2.50m diameter 
and had been re-cut by the drain 05 and another large feature (03). This feature was not 
excavated and its upper fill (24) was similar to that of feature 07. 
 
To the east of 23 another large sub-rectangular cut feature was recorded. It measured 
6.50m east-west and 7m north-south. The feature was partially excavated (Figure 8, Plate 
7). The excavation of the upper  brown fill (04) revealed in its centre and in the same 
alignment as the drain 05 a number of medium to large sandstone laid flat forming a 
platform with vertical sandstones to the north (Plate 8). Close to the south-west corner of 
the feature a large un-broken Black-burnished ware jar with the base missing was recorded 
(Figure 8, SF 2, Plate 9). A silver coin of Faustina II (under Marcus Aurelius) struck between 
161 and 175 AD was found just below the sandstone platform (Figure 8, SF 1). Further 
limited excavation was carried out to the south of the sandstone platform to try to ascertain 
the stratigraphy of the feature and its total depth (Figure 10, section 05, Figure 11 and Plate 
10). The section clearly shows a tipping line of a thin layer of charcoal rich soil (16) 
overlaying a dark brown deposit of sandy clay (20). The excavation was terminated without 
reaching the base of the feature (Plate 11). The charcoal rich layer 16 produced a small 
copper alloy hollow-cast female head, probably part of a small statue (Figure 10, SF 03).  
 
6.5 The sondage SD02 was excavated to try to ascertain the depth of the occupation layer 
15 located the north-west quarter of the excavation area (Figure 8, Plate 12). The section 
show a minimum depth of 0.30m but the excavation was stopped when possible organised 
Roman remains were reached. It consisted of a spread of sandstones (22) with a larger one 
located on the south edge of the sondage (Figure 10, section 04). A large fragment of 
amphora was also recovered from this layer. It is likely that the horizon 15 covered the 
whole of the evaluation area but was totally removed for the installation of the concrete 
slab 10 and may have been eroded below the subsoil 14.  
 
6.6 The relative chronology of the features was clear and three phases of occupation could 
be defined. The earlier feature was the sub-circular pit 23. In phase 2 the large sub-
rectangular pit 03 re-cut the pit 23. The western pit 07 may also have been cut at this time. 
The two drains 05 and 12 were built during phase 3. The interpretation of the feature is 
difficult due to the limited extent of the watching brief area and the limited excavation in 
the features except for the drains. The pit 03 had the typical multi-layered fills with tip lines 
usually associated with a rapid backfilling event. Its primary function is unknown. The 
features 07 and 23 were not excavated.  
 
 
7 The finds  
 
All pottery sherds and other artefacts recovered have been cleaned and marked. The 
pottery sherds have been sorted and quantified by broad categories using  an assessment 
table (See Table 1 below ) and diagnostic fragments studied to provide possible dates for 
relevant contexts. Specialist reporting on the pottery was not necessary for this report but 
could be carried out at a later stage. 
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All other artefacts were also quantified and all finds of iron, lead, copper alloy and silver 
were send to Cardiff Conservation Services, Cardiff University under the care of Phil Parkes. 
All objects were X-rayed and assessed (See Treatment Record  in appendix 11.3). The silver 
coin and copper alloy female head were cleaned to allow identification.  
A rapid overview of the type of artefacts and quantities recovered by contexts is given in 
table 1.  
 
Table 1: Quantification of finds by context: 
 

 
 
7.1 The pottery 
 
The assemblage was relatively small and fragmented with 222 sherds recovered from 9 
contexts. The pottery consisted largely of reduced fabrics with  Black-burnished ware (BB1) 
predominating .. Two almost complete small jars were recovered from contexts 04 and 08 
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(Plate 13). The Other Reduced Fabric category formed the second largest group but it was 
not possible to distinguish  South Wales grey ware due to the fragmentation of the sherds 
and the lack of large diagnostic pieces. The oxidized fabric was the third most important 
group with 38 sherds mostly from water jug. A few fragments retained remains of an 
external white slip. Amphorae were also well represented and nearly all fragments were 
from Dressel 20 type vessels with one characteristic 2nd- century rim in context 04 (Tyers 
1996, 88). One large fragment of a complete profile of a Caerleon ware mortarium was 
recovered from context 08. It was similar to the Type 3 published by Evans from excavations 
in the Caerleon canabae (Evans 2000, 269-270) and dates from 50 to 180 AD.  The samian 
ware and other fine wares were poorly represented in the assemblage with only eight 
fragments, of which only two can be identified as form Drag. 37. One badly abraded sherd 
of possibly South Gaulish fabric was decorated with a hunting scene under the traditional 
ovolo frieze below the rim from context 08 (Plates 14 and 15). Two stamps were tentatively 
identified as a boar galloping to right (Oswald 1981, no 1668) and a nude man running to 
the right (Oswald 1981, no 688) pursued by an un-identified animal (dog?). Both stamps 
may have been use during the 2nd century AD. Two fragments of Nene Valley Ware beaker 
with under-slip barbotine decoration probably from the late 2nd to early 3rd century AD. 
(Tyers 1996, 173-175) comes from context 04.  
 
A number of fragments of bricks and roof tiles were also recovered together with fragments 
of fired clay probably belonging to the walls or floor of oven or kiln. From the rapid study of 
some diagnostic pieces from the pottery assemblage it seems possible to date the pottery 
globally from the 2nd half of the 2nd century to the first half of the 3rd century AD. As the 
features were either not or only partially excavated it is not possible to offer a date for 
individual features or contexts.  Post-medieval pottery was recovered from the topsoil layer 
01 and late 19th- to early 20th-century coarse and fine wares were found in the demolition 
rubble 02 used to build the concrete slab. 
 
7.2 The metalwork (See appendix 11.3 for details of treatment) 
 
Metal finds were abundant and varied in relation to the limited surface excavated. Iron finds 
were most frequent and are present in the form of short or long construction nails in nearly 
all the contexts. Two fragments of iron sheet and an object in the shape of a tapering metal 
strip with a rectangular tang at 90° to the strip at the narrower end were uncovered in 
context 04. Two iron slag fragments were recovered from context 08 and  one from context 
09. 
 
The only coin recovered from the excavation came from context 04 (Plate 16). After cleaning 
it was identified by Alex Fallow of Cardiff University as:  
 
'Denomination: AR Denarius 
Issuer: Faustina II (Under Marcus Aurelius) 
Issue Date: 161-175 AD (Reece Period 8 161-180) 
Weight: 1.9grams 
Diameter: 19mm 
Die Axis: 12 o'Clock 
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Obverse Inscription: FAVSTINA AVGVSTA   Draped Bust facing Right 
Reverse Inscription: HILARITAS                   (Personification of Rejoice) Standing Left Holding 
Long Palm and Cornucopia 
  
RIC No. (Roman Imperial Coins Volume III): 686 P.269 
BMCRE No. (Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum Volume IV): 100 
  
TPQ is 161 as that is the earliest the coin was  supposedly struck. In theory the coin could 
have circulated realistically up to around about c. 270 AD by which time silver debasement 
meant that silver denarii were too intrinsically valuable to circulate (the closer to that date 
the less likely especially after the debasement of the 250s and 60s). Anything after that 
would be highly unlikely. The most likely date for deposition being the 160s-230s. The coin is 
slightly underweight too which may be because it started to crystallise in the ground or the 
copper content has seeped out of the coin due to soil conditions. That being said this coin 
would have been of decent purity when struck (approximately 70-80%).' 
 
The only copper alloy object was recovered from the charcoal rich deposit 16 below context 
04 in pit 03. It is a 21mm long, hollow-cast, small female head. The facial features are 
crudely modelled but well defined. The hair on the back of the head is represented by 
intersecting lines. The frequency of the lines decrease from the neck to the top of the head 
(Plates 17 to 19). Parallels have not yet been found but it is likely that it was part of a small 
statue representing a household deity or lar. It is difficult to date it but it is stratigraphically 
from a deposit preceding that which produced the silver coin. They could both belong to the 
same backfilling event, however, possibly dated to the second half of the 2nd  to the first 
half of the 3rd century AD. 
 
A folded piece of lead with the remains of small holes was found in context 08 (Plate 20). It 
was interpreted after cleaning as a piece of lead covering that had been fixed with iron nails 
or tacks to another object (probably made of wood). 
 
7.3 The glass 
 
Only six fragments of blue or pale green glass were found. Most of them were fragments of 
glass vessels with a single fragment of window glass with grozed edge in context 16. Also in 
context 16 was the circular rim with 10mm aperture of a perfume or unguent bottle. None 
could be dated due to the their extreme fragmentation 
 
7.4 The bones 
 
Bones is surprisingly absent from the all  contexts save for five small burnt fragments 
recovered from context 04. As shell is also totally absent, it is likely that the soil conditions 
are inimical to the preservation of organic material. 
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8 Conclusions  
 
8.1 The evaluation not only confirmed the presumption of a Roman occupation of the 
proposed development site but also that the installation of a modern concrete slab had 
impacted on the buried archaeological resource. The Roman cut features could be 
interpreted as pits probably associated with domestic settlement or as industrial features 
associated with a workshop or industry. The interpretation of the features is affected by   
the limited extent of the excavation but the work confirmed that the Roman occupation 
extended to the south of the area studied in the 1980s. 
 
8.2 To allow for the preservation in situ of the archaeological resource and to minimise the 
impact of the groundworks for the proposed conservatory, it is proposed to suspend the 
new floor slab on five concrete piers (Figure 12). 
 
8.3 On the basis of the results of the evaluation and of the design of the foundations for the 
floor slab (Figure 12), it is concluded and recommended that this evaluation is sufficient to 
support a positive determination of the proposed planning application and that the 
proposed suspended floor slab will be adequate to mitigate the impact of the proposed new 
development on the buried archaeological resource. 
 
8.4 It is recommended that the four foundation piers be excavated by trained archaeologists 
in order to mitigate the impact on the buried archaeological resource and to record that 
resource. 
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11 Appendices 
 
11.1 Summary list of contexts 
 
No.  Location Brief description   Relationship  Notes 
 
01   Topsoil     Over 14  21th C  
02   Sub-base for concrete slab  Under 10  20th C 
03   Cut for pit    Over 01 2nd/3rd C. AD 
04   Upper fill of 03   Over 16 2nd/3rd C. AD 
05   Cut for drain    In 17  2nd/3rd C. AD 
06   Stone drain    In 05  2nd/3rd C. AD 
07   Cut for pit    In 17  2nd/3rd C. AD 
08   Lower fill of 07   Under 09 2nd/3rd C. AD 
09   Upper fill of 07   Over 08 2nd/3rd C. AD 
10   Concrete slab    Over 02  20th C 
11   Pipe trench    In 17   20th C 
12   Cut for drain    In 15  2nd/3rd C. AD 
13   Stone drain    In 12  2nd/3rd C. AD 
14   Subsoil     Under 01 
15   Occupation layer   Under 14 2nd/3rd C. AD 
16   Fill of 03    Under 04 2nd/3rd C. AD 
17   Natural ground   Under 02, 15  Geology 
18   Aggregate around pipe  In 11   20th C 
19   Plastic drain pipe   In 11   20th C 
20   Lower fill of 03   Under 16 2nd/3rd C. AD 
21 SD 01  Stone tumble    Under 14 2nd/3rd C. AD 
22 SD 02  Occupation layer (floor ?)  Under 15 2nd/3rd C. AD 
23   Cut for pit    In 17  2nd/3rd C. AD 
24   Fill of 23    In 23  2nd/3rd C. AD 
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11.2 Monitoring report (Judith Doyle, GGAT) 
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11.3 Metallic finds treatment report (Phil Parkes, Cardiff University) 
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Figure 1:  Location plan of the proposed
   development
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Figure 2: Location plan of the proposed development and of the evaluation area

 evaluation area



Figure 3: Plan of the Roman remains excavated at Great Bulmore Farm (Zienkiewicz
   

 1985, 9)
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Figure 4: Great Bulmore Roman site: proposed landscape interpretation (Yates 2000, 99)



Figure 5: 2006 evaluations around Great Bulmore Farm (Tuck 2006 , 199) 
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 Figure 6: Proposed development site, 1980s excavation (After Zienkiewicz 1985, fig 7) and 2010 excavation 
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Figure 11: Plan of the watching brief area with excavation in 03
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Figure 12: Foundation design for the proposed conservatory



 

 
 

Plate 1: The evaluation area from the east 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 2: The drain 12 from the west 



 

 
 

Plate 3: The drains 05 and 19 from the east 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 4: The cut feature 07 and upper stone fill 09 (background) from the east 



 

 
 

Plate 5: Detail of the s upper stone layer 09 from the west 
 

 
 

Plate 6: Black-burnished ware jar on the edge of context 09 from the west 



 
 

 
 

Plate 7: Cut feature 03 with drain 05 from the west 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 8: Detail of the stone fill (Drain 05) in context 04 from the west 



 
 

 
 

Plate 9: The Black-burnished ware jar in context 04 from the south 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 10: Context 16 and 20 in feature 03 from the north 



 

 
 

Plate 11: Section in feature 03 from the west 
 

 
 

Plate 12: Sondage 02 from the north 



 
 

Plate 13: The Black-burnished ware jar from context 04 
 
 

 
 

Plate 14: Decorated samian ware from context 08 
 
 



 

 
 

Plate 15: Rubbing from the decorated samian ware from context 08 
 
 

 
 

Plate 16: The silver coin from context 04 
 



 
 

Plate 17: Copper-alloy female head (front) 
 

 
 

Plate 18: Copper-alloy female head (side) 



 
 

Plate 19: Copper-alloy female head (back) 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 20: Folded lead sheet from context 08 
 


