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Fig 1: Site and trench location plan 
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1 Summary 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out at Denmark Road High School during 
August 1995. The evaluation was commissioned prior to the construction of an 
extension to the gymnasium, and a new dining hall and kitchen facility. Evidence of 
Romano-British activity, in the form of a burial and a boundary ditch, were uncovered 
within the footprint of the proposed new buildings. 

2 Introduction 

The following is a report outlining the results of an archaeological field evaluation 
conducted at Denmark Road High School, Gloucester in August 1995. An application 
had been made by the Education Department of Gloucestershire County Council for 
planning permission to construct an extension to the existing gymnasium, and new 
science and dining accommodation (Fig 1 ). 

3 Archaeological background 

3.1 The known archaeology of the Denmark Road school site and its surrounding 
area has been described in a preliminary archaeological assessment carried out in 
advance ofphase I ofthis development (Reilly 1994). 

3.2 The earliest Roman occupation at Gloucester was sited at the Kingsholm fort, 
the eastern boundary of which may have been c. 300m to the west of the proposed 
development area. The original line of Ermine Street, which ran from Kingsholm to 
Cirencester, was just to the south of Denmark Road, less than 50m away from the 
proposed gym extension and dining rooms. Roman pottery was retrieved during the 
construction of Denmark Road School in 1909. A Roman surface and pits were 
recorded in the school grounds in 1992. Other findspots of Roman and Saxon date, 
including cemeteries, are widespread in the general vicinity. 

3.3 A watching brief carried out in 1994 within the area of the phase I building 
uncovered a large ditch of Roman date. The feature was orientated south south-west to 
north north-east roughly at right angles to the projected line ofErmine Street. The ditch 
had been backfilled with large amounts of domestic material. The area to its east was 
cut by large numbers of pits. The most likely interpretation of the area is that it was part 
of the back yards of properties along the north side of Ermine Street (pers. comm. S. 
Reilly). The area to the south where phases IT and m ofthe school extension are to be 
built therefore had high potential for providing further evidence of those properties. 

4 Methodology 

4.1 A 5% sample, consisting of a single evaluation trench 20 metres in length and 
1.40 metres wide, was excavated to the depth of the natural substratum using a 
mechanical excavator in order to assess the archaeological implications of the 
construction of an extension to the school gymnasium and new dining hall. The trench 



was excavated diagonally across the footprint in order to maximise the area covered by 
the evaluation (Fig 1). 

4.2 The area of the proposed science block is currently occupied by temporary 
classrooms. It was therefore proposed that this evaluation in conjunction with the 
results of the watching brief carried out in 1994 would provide sufficient information to 
allow a programme of archaeological works to be drawn up and implemented prior to 
the construction of phases 2 and 3 of the development. 

5 Results of the evaluation 

5.1 Three layers were observed overlying the natural silty sand substratum within 
the evaluation trench, (Fig 2). A laid turf and topsoil 0.15m in depth overlay a layer of 
silts (0.20m in depth) which related to the previous usage of this land as a market 
garden. Below these layers and directly overlying the natural substratum was a layer, 
0.20m in depth, of subsoil, consisting primarily of the disturbed natural substratum and 
the leeching of overlying deposits. 

5.2 Of the six features observed within the evaluation trench, four were shallow 
linear furrows, (105), (107), (109) and (111) (Fig 2) running north-south across the 
trench. The close proximity of these furrows suggests the use of a small machine or 
rotavator for turning the soil, consistent with the type of equipment which would have 
been used in a market garden. 

5.3 The two remaining features both related to the Romano-British period. 
Truncated by one of the furrows was a linear ditch (114), (Fig 2), 2.10m in width and 
0.50m in depth, running north-south across the evaluation trench. The ditch had regular 
shallow sloping sides with a vertically cut cleaning slot in the base. The fill consisted of 
a dark yellowish brown sandy silt containing ceramics and a large number of bone 
fragments, some of which were of human origin. Cut by both ditch (114) and furrow 
(1 09) was the remnant of a heavily truncated grave (116), orientated north north-east
south south-west. This shallow cut (0.60m wide and 0.06m deep) contained the badly 
disturbed remains of a skull. Whether further remains of this inhumation still exist in 
situ is uncertain, the rest of the grave cut being outside the evaluation trench. 

6 Conclusion 

Two features of Romano-British date were identified during the evaluation, a linear 
ditch and an inhumation, the ditch post-dating the grave (Fig 2). The existence of 
further human remains within the fill of the ditch suggests that further inhumations and 
features may exist within the footprint ofthe proposed extension to the gymnasium. 



7 Recommendation 

In view of the presence of archaeologically significant features, it is proposed that an 
archaeological excavation should be undertaken prior to the new development. 
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10 List Of Contexts 

100 Unstratified cleaning number 
101 Topsoil Modem 
102 Market garden soil Post Medieval 
103 Subsoil 
104 Fill of furrow 105 Post Medieval 
105 cut of furrow Post Medieval 
106 Fill of furrow 1 07 Post Medieval 
107 Cut of furrow Post Medieval 
108 Fill of furrow 109 Post Medieval 
109 Cut of furrow Post Medieval 
110 Fill of furrow 111 Post Medieval 
111 Cut of furrow Post Medieval 
112 Natural substratum 
113 Fill of ditch 114 Romano-British 
114 Cut of ditch Romano-British 
115 Fill of grave Romano-British 
116 Cut for grave Romano-British 
117 Fill of 118 Modem 
118 Modem intrusive cut Modem 
119 Fill of 120 Modem 
120 Modem post hole Modem 

11 Finds Summary 

Find Type Count Weig_htjg}_ 
Pottery 
Roman 23 402 
Medieval 3 63 
Post-medieval 4 56 
Clay pipe 6 14 
Brick 10 122 
Animal bone 127 967 
Slag 3 59 
Iron 1 13 
Glass (V) 1 1 
Human bone 56 456 
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Fig 2: Trench plan and section 
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