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Hitchins Phases 10 and 11, Bishop's Cleeve, Gloucestershire: 
Archaeological evaluation, January-February 1992 

1 Sunlnlary 

In January and February 1992 the Archaeology Section of 
Gloucest ershire County Council undertook an evaluation of 
f. 2.5 hectares of a proposed deve lopnlent area located at 
Bishop 's Cleeve, G loucestershire. A sanlple of SOB1e 2% of 
the area was exan1ined by the excavation of nine trial 
trenches. A nurnber of features indicating the presence 
of a settle lnent dating to the later R0111ano-British period 
w e r e  locat ed: o n  t h e  basis of t h is e vidence 
recommendations for archaeological recording in advance 
of construction are 111ade. 

2 Introduction 

2.1 In January and February 1992 the Archaeology Section of 
Gloucestershire County Council undertook an evaluation of 
f. 2.5 hectares of land located at NGR SO 95602775 on 
the western edge of the village of Bishop's Cleeve , 
Gloucestershire (fig 1). The work was c0111lnissioned by 
Robert Hitchins Ltd, in advance of a detailed planning 
application to construct housing on the site . No design 
of the proposed deveiopn1ent is currently available. 

2.2 Description of the proposed developlnent area (fig 2) 

The area of proposed developn1ent ll1easures a pproxin1ately 
300ln (east-west) by 100n1 (north -south) and lies within 
two pasture fields (truncated portions of OS land parcels 
5478 and 6975) divided by a boundary al igned north-east 
to south-west. The field boundary 111a1'ks an approxilnate 
division of the surface geology, Lower Lias clay being 
present to the west of the boundary, with a deposit of 
Cheltenhan1 Sand to the east (Ordnance Survey 1981). 
Unlike 111any of the surroundi ng fields, there was no 
surface evidence for ridge and furrow earthworks and the 
fields were, for the most part, featureless. In OS l and 
parcel 5478 a linear depression, f. 15n1 broad and aligned 
approxin1ately north to south, was v isible . In OS land 
parce ] 6975 several sJ ight , irregul ar , depression s 
suggested the forn1er presence of slnall sand quarries . 

2.3 Archaeological background 

The Glollcestershire County Sites and Monurnents Record 
does not list any areas of archaeo logical significance 
within the proposed developnlent area . I-Iowever, the 
locality contains a not able concentration of prehistoric 
and RonHlno-British sites . Approxin1<:ltely 100111 north-east 
of the proposed devel opn1ent area, a 111iddle to late iron 
age and an early ROlnano-British sett Jelnent was located 
and excavated during housing developlnent at Gilder's 
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Paddock (Parry 1990a) . To the north-west of the site, 
another settlelnent dating to the early R0111ano-British 
p eriod was discovered d uring construction of the 
Gilder's Brook watercourse (Parry 1990b). The presence of 
neith er of these sites was suspected prior to their 
discovery. Two further assessments on land inl 1l1ediately to 
the west of the evaluation area failed to prod uce any 
deposits of archaeological significance (Parry 1991a; 
Parry 1991b). 

2.5 Evaluation method 

The objective of the evaluation was, therefore, to assess 
the archaeological significance of t he p roposed 
development site to deternline whether archaeological 
deposits would be affected by developl11ent. A total of 
nine trenches were excavated (one measuring 15rn by 2In, 
the renlainder Ineasuring 30m by 2rn) to uncover a total 
area of �. 510 square 111etres or SOllle 2% of the area of 
investigation. Topsoils and cultivated soils were renl0ved 
by machine excavator to expose the uppernl0st surface of 
archaeological deposits, or natural subsoil where these 
were absent. Trenches 2 and 9 were positioned to salnple 
anolnalies in the ground surface, and the renlainder were 
placed at rand0111. The trench sections and surfaces were 
cleaned by hand and a sanlple of the archaeological 
deposits were excavated and recorded. 

3 Description 

3.1 Post ROlllano-British deposits 

Removal of the turf and topsoil (�. 0.25n1 deep) form ing 
the ground surface revealed, in Innst trenches, the 
uppennost surface of the subsoil. The topsoiJ , which 
produced finds of 1110dern date, l11ay have been fonned by 
cultivation. Medieval cultivation of the site Inay also be 
suspected in view of the presence of r idge and furrow 
earthworks indicative of arable fanl1ing in neighbouring 
fields, but no conclusive evidence for this was found. 

In Trench 9, three post-Roman features were identified. 
Much of the northern end of the trench was occupied by a 
large pit (context 955) 111easuring a Ininin1l..1nl of 2.5n1 deep 
(but not bott0111ed) by 61n wide. The feature was not 
completely infiIled, and the resulting hollow was visible 
on the ground surface prior to excavation , and extended 
north of the excavated area. Pit 955 can be interpreted 
as a sand quarry of 1110dern date, although fin11 dating 
evidence was lacking . A pit cut into the backfill of the 
postulated quarry, context 953, contained a Inodern horse 
burial. A third n10dern feature of uncertain function, 
context 910, was located in the approxil11ate centre of the 
trench, Ineasuring f. n.7n1 wide by 1.4111 deep. 
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3.2 Topographical feature of uncertain date 

Excavation of Trench 2 sanl pled a linear depression 
measuring s;.. 20n1 broad which was visible as a surface 
anonlaly prior to exc ava tion. This revealed silty 
deposits, indi cating perhaps that the depress ion 
represents a relict streanl course: no evidence was found 
to suggest a date when the fornler streanl functioned. 

3.3 Romano-British deposits 

3.3.1 Significant archa eological deposits dating to the 
Romano·British period were identified in Trenches 5, 8 
and 9. 

3.3.2 Trench 5 

Located SOlne 6.5n1 fronl the southern end of the trench, 
ditch 501 was aligned north-east to south-west, and 
measured 1.8m wide by O.69nl deep. Its prinlary fil l ,  
context 510, was a 0.] 8m thick de posit of dark greyish 
brown friable silty clay. This deposit had been truncated 
by a recut of the ditch� which was filled with context 
505, a dark greyish brown clay silt containing fragnlents 
of sandstone. 

At approxinlHtely the centre of the trench was a shallow 
irregular feature, context 503, meas uring £. 6n1 wide by 
0.251n deep with an uneven base. The feature is of 
uncertain function, its clay-silt fills (con texts 510 and 
511) lnight, however, suggest a s111a11 pond. 

At the northern end of T'rench 5 was the terminal-end of a 
ditch, context 502, I11eaSllring £. 1.5111 wide by a.28m 
deep. The ditch had steep sides and a flat but irregular 
bottonl. Ditch 502 was filled with context 507, a dark 
yellowish brown silty clay. 

3.3.3 Trench 8 

Trench 8 contained two ditches aligned north-west to 
south-east. 

Located at the extrenle western end of the trench, ditch 
802 nleaSllred 0.55I'n wiele by 0.18111 deep with a rounded 
bottoln and sides. The fill (8'12) was a firm greyish brown 
silty clay. 

Aligned sinlilarly, and located towards the centre of 
Trench 8, was ditch 801. This 111easured 1 .28ITI wide by 
O.31In deep, and was filled by context 816, a finn dark 
greyish brown silty clay. 

Trench 8 also contained a series of post-holes. These 
features (contexts 803, 804, 805 and 806) ran in a line 
down the centre of the trench whilst another (context 



807) lay against the southern edge of the trench. The 
post-holes ranged between 0.06n1 and 0.2n1 in depth and 
between 0.19n1 and 0.21 n1 in dian1eter. Their fills 
contained no dateable finds and their significance is not 
certain. 

3.3.4 Trench 9 

Exc avation of  Trench 9 revealed four ditches. 
Additionally, a structure was revealed within a small 
extension to the western side of the trench. 

The largest of the ditches, context 902, was located at 
the n1iddle of the trench , aligned north-east to 
south-west. The ditch 111easured 1.9m wide by by 1.1m 
deep, and was filled w ith a dark clayey silt, context 
960, which was truncated by a recut, �. 0.38n1 deep, 
containing context 951. 

Located at the southern end of the trench was a length of 
ditch, context 918, nleasuring 0.67111 wide by a.26m deep 
which was aligned north-east to south-west. Its fill, 
context 920, was a dark silty clay incorporating 
fragments of lin1estone. 

To the north of ditch 918 was a ditch complex con1prised 
of three strands (contexts 901, 903 and 915). Context 901 
(nleasuring 0.9111 wide by 0.38n1 deep) 111ay represent the 
prinlary feature, being cut by context 903 (which lueasured 
O.7m wide by 0.6n1 deep). No relationship of these 
features with t he third d itch, context 915, was 
ascertained , but this 111easured only O.4IU wide by O.09m 
deep. All three ditches had dark, clayey silt fills. 

A fourth, shallow, ditch, context 912, was aligned 
east-west across the trench. It measured approxilnately 
a.5m wide by 0.1"] 111 deep, and contained large blocks of 
linlestone, possibly building debris, up to O.3IU by 0.3n1 
by 0.2111. 

A structure, located in the 3n1 square extension on the 
west side of Trench 9, was represented by short lengths 
of wall fanning three sides of a rectangle �. l.4In wide 
and a 111ininlU111 of 1.6n1 long. The walling (contexts 909, 
934 and 935) was constructed of lill1estone blocks up to 
0.251n long by 0.16n1 wide. No bonding agent was present 
in two of the elevations: context 935, however, was 
bonded with a li lne l1101't8r. A maXil1lUI11 of nine courses of 
single-skin walling, fornling elevations up to 0.87n1 high, 
were present. The walls can be interpreted as foundation 
courses, constructed directly adjacent to a foundation 
cut. 

The date of the walling is uncertain. The space within 
the rectangle of 111aSonry was fil led by context 937, a 
dark silty clay containing finds of Ron1ano-British date. 

The structure ll1ay, therefore, date to the ROlnano-British 
period. Alternatively, it is possible that the structure 
is post-ROl1lCln in date, the Romano-British finds frOITI the 



associated deposit, context 937, being residual fragn1ents 
d is t u r bed fro 111 ear lie r f eat 11 res 1 () cat e d n ear by. 
N everthe]ess, finds of a h ighly distinctive ROlnan 
flooring cenlent (opus signinunl) found within the fiJI of 
ditch 902, suggest that a structure was present in the 
vicinity during the R0111an-British period. If ROlnan, the 
walling detected in Trench 9 must represent a tiny 
portion of a larger building. 

4 Finds 

4.1 Pottery 

The Ronlano�British pottery recovered fro111 the excavated 
features in Trenches 5, 8 and 9 spans in date the 3rd and 
4th centuries AD. No detailed analysis of the assel11blage 
has been undertaken, but a prelinlinary view suggests that 
a range of vessel fOrIns and pottery fabrics are present. 
Severn Valley wares and Black Burnished ware nl ake up the 
l11ajority of the group; Oxfordshire colour-coated ware and 
mortaria are also present in SOllle quantity . At least one 
complete Severn Valley ware vessel is present, and many 
sherds are large and unabraded. 

4.2 Aninlul bone 

A small quantity of animal bone was recovered. No 
detailed identification of individual species has been 
carried out but sheep, pig, and cattJe appear to be 
represented. 

4.3 Other finds 

Trench 9 produced a range of other finds, including : two 
coins probably dating to the 3rd century AD; a fragment 
of shale brace let; a c oppe r -alloy spearhead; two 
fragnlents of glass, and an unidentified iron object . In 
addition, two sections of floor-tile and some fragn1ents 
of opus signint1l11 (a pinkish-grey flooring concrete) were 
observed in the fill of ditch 901. 

5 Interpretation 

The archaeological features sampled in Trenches 5, 8 and 
9 can be interpreted as elenlents of a rural settlelnent 
occupied during the 31'd and 4th centuries AD. Ditches are 
the nlajor feature type represented, and the confonning 
alignlnents of these (either north-west to south-east or 
south-west to north-east) suggest that the ditches form a 

c0111 p lex of adjoining rectilinear enclosu res. This 
sett]elnent lnorpho]ogy is well attested in the Severn Vale 
during the iron age and R0l11ano-British periods, and a 
large scale excavation of one exarnple at Beckford, 
Hereford and Worcester, has been excavated in recent 
years, denl0J1strating that such enclosures served as 



boundaries deli neating discrete zones which functioned as 
areas of habitation, food storage, agricultural and 
industrial activity (Wills forthcOilling). 

The limited san1ple of the archaeological deposits 
obtained during the evaluation does not allow a detailed 
plan or interpretation of the enciosure cOlnplex to be 
presented . A concentration of finds in the vicinity of 
Trench 9 Inay suggest that this area served as a focus for 
domestic occupat ion. That a ROlnano-British building lay 
in this area is additionally suggested by fraglnents of 
opus signinunl flooring 111 a t erial and blo cks of 
rubblestone: no certain date can be offered for the 
structure found in situ , but this nlay represent a portion 
of a structure fron1 which the debris was derived. 

6 State of preservation: a rchaeological potential 

6.1 State of preservation 

Some fornl of post-Ro111an actIVity, aln108t certainly 
ploughing, has resulted in the erosion of 111uch of the 
vertical stratigraphy with the result that no surfaces 
contelnporary with the settlement survive . Archaeology is, 
therefore, preserved discretely within features cut into 
subsoil. The degree of trunca tion of the ancient land 
surface is uncerta in , because the original dinlensions of 
the excavated features are unknown. However, the fact 
that some ditches survive to a depth of over 1 III in depth 
indicates that substantia l archaeological deposits have 
survived. S0111e features of 1110dern date, located in Trench 
9, have also disturbed the archaeology, but there was no 
evidence froin other trenches to suggest that a 
substantial proportion of the ROlnano-British deposits 
have been affected. 

The distribution of the archaeology indicates that the 
111ajority of the proposed development area lying with in OS 
land parcel 6975, 111easuring �. ] .25 hectares , contains 
s i g n i f i c a n t a rc h a e o l o g i c a l d epo s i t s (f i g  2). 
Interestingly, this area corresponds approxinl ately with 
the distribution of geologica I d epo sits of Cheltenham 
Sand. 

6.2 Archaeological potential 

No excavation of a late R0111ano-British rura l settlelnent 
in the Gloucestersh ire Severn Vale has been undertaken. 
Potential exists for the definition of the settlen1ent 
c0111plex and the dOClltnentatiol1 of its deve lopnlent over 
t ilne. Of particular interest is the potential inlportance 
of the structure defined in Trench 9: if Ronlan) recovery 
of its rel ationship to the enclosure c0l11plex would yield 
significant infonnation for an understanding of the 
developll1ent of the site. Additionally, scope exists for 
the study of the well-preserved pottery and aniInal bone 
assenlblages which further excavation would yield. 



Lastly, an interesting aspect of the site is its possible 
relationship with the iron age and early ROlllano-British 
settlelnent at Gilder's Paddock, jocated only IODin to the 
east. Geological1y, both sites are located on the same 
island of Cheltenh,uTI Sand, and excavation 111ay reveal 
their inter-relationship. 

7 Reconlmendations 

7.1 Introduction 

The state of preservation of the archaeology contained in 
the eastern portion of the proposed developlnent site 
(6.1) does not indicate that the deposits are of national 
importance and would 111erit preservation in situ. 
Nevertheless, the archaeological potential of the site 
(6.2) indicates that further excavation, leading to 
preservation by record, would be an appropriate response 
should this area be developed. Such a programnle of work 
would be in accordance with the Departnlent of the 
Environnlenfs P lann ing Policy Guidance Note 16: 
Archaeology and Planning (November J 990) where the 
nec es si ty  for securing recor d i n g of significant 
archaeological deposits in advance of construction is 
recognized. 

7.2 Recommendations 

7.2.1 O S  land parcel 6975 

It is reC01111nended that construction within OS land parcel 
6975 should be preceded by an appropriate progn:l111nle of 
work to record significant archaeological deposits in 
advance of their destruction. 

7.2.2 O S  land parcel 5478 

In the absence of evidence for the presence of 
significant archaeological deposits within OS land parcel 
5478, it is recolnlnended that no further archaeological 
work in this area should take place in advance of 
construction. 

7.2.3 Watching brief during construction 

It is recoolIllended that a watching hrief is undertaken 
within OS land parcel 5478 to observe any significant 
archaeological deposits not predicted by the evaluation. 
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Hitchins Phases 10 and 11, Bishop's Cleeve, Gloucestershire: 
Archaeological evaluation, January-February 1992 

1 Sunlnlary 

In January and February 1992 the Archaeology Section of 
Gloucest ershire County Council undertook an evaluation of 
f. 2.5 hectares of a proposed deve lopnlent area located at 
Bishop 's Cleeve, G loucestershire. A sanlple of SOB1e 2% of 
the area was exan1ined by the excavation of nine trial 
trenches. A nurnber of features indicating the presence 
of a settle lnent dating to the later R0111ano-British period 
w e r e  locat ed: o n  t h e  basis of t h is e vidence 
recommendations for archaeological recording in advance 
of construction are 111ade. 

2 Introduction 

2.1 In January and February 1992 the Archaeology Section of 
Gloucestershire County Council undertook an evaluation of 
f. 2.5 hectares of land located at NGR SO 95602775 on 
the western edge of the village of Bishop's Cleeve , 
Gloucestershire (fig 1). The work was c0111lnissioned by 
Robert Hitchins Ltd, in advance of a detailed planning 
application to construct housing on the site . No design 
of the proposed deveiopn1ent is currently available. 

2.2 Description of the proposed developlnent area (fig 2) 

The area of proposed developn1ent ll1easures a pproxin1ately 
300ln (east-west) by 100n1 (north -south) and lies within 
two pasture fields (truncated portions of OS land parcels 
5478 and 6975) divided by a boundary al igned north-east 
to south-west. The field boundary 111a1'ks an approxilnate 
division of the surface geology, Lower Lias clay being 
present to the west of the boundary, with a deposit of 
Cheltenhan1 Sand to the east (Ordnance Survey 1981). 
Unlike 111any of the surroundi ng fields, there was no 
surface evidence for ridge and furrow earthworks and the 
fields were, for the most part, featureless. In OS l and 
parcel 5478 a linear depression, f. 15n1 broad and aligned 
approxin1ately north to south, was v isible . In OS land 
parce ] 6975 several sJ ight , irregul ar , depression s 
suggested the forn1er presence of slnall sand quarries . 

2.3 Archaeological background 

The Glollcestershire County Sites and Monurnents Record 
does not list any areas of archaeo logical significance 
within the proposed developnlent area . I-Iowever, the 
locality contains a not able concentration of prehistoric 
and RonHlno-British sites . Approxin1<:ltely 100111 north-east 
of the proposed devel opn1ent area, a 111iddle to late iron 
age and an early ROlnano-British sett Jelnent was located 
and excavated during housing developlnent at Gilder's 
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Paddock (Parry 1990a) . To the north-west of the site, 
another settlelnent dating to the early R0111ano-British 
p eriod was discovered d uring construction of the 
Gilder's Brook watercourse (Parry 1990b). The presence of 
neith er of these sites was suspected prior to their 
discovery. Two further assessments on land inl 1l1ediately to 
the west of the evaluation area failed to prod uce any 
deposits of archaeological significance (Parry 1991a; 
Parry 1991b). 

2.5 Evaluation method 

The objective of the evaluation was, therefore, to assess 
the archaeological significance of t he p roposed 
development site to deternline whether archaeological 
deposits would be affected by developl11ent. A total of 
nine trenches were excavated (one measuring 15rn by 2In, 
the renlainder Ineasuring 30m by 2rn) to uncover a total 
area of �. 510 square 111etres or SOllle 2% of the area of 
investigation. Topsoils and cultivated soils were renl0ved 
by machine excavator to expose the uppernl0st surface of 
archaeological deposits, or natural subsoil where these 
were absent. Trenches 2 and 9 were positioned to salnple 
anolnalies in the ground surface, and the renlainder were 
placed at rand0111. The trench sections and surfaces were 
cleaned by hand and a sanlple of the archaeological 
deposits were excavated and recorded. 

3 Description 

3.1 Post ROlllano-British deposits 

Removal of the turf and topsoil (�. 0.25n1 deep) form ing 
the ground surface revealed, in Innst trenches, the 
uppennost surface of the subsoil. The topsoiJ , which 
produced finds of 1110dern date, l11ay have been fonned by 
cultivation. Medieval cultivation of the site Inay also be 
suspected in view of the presence of r idge and furrow 
earthworks indicative of arable fanl1ing in neighbouring 
fields, but no conclusive evidence for this was found. 

In Trench 9, three post-Roman features were identified. 
Much of the northern end of the trench was occupied by a 
large pit (context 955) 111easuring a Ininin1l..1nl of 2.5n1 deep 
(but not bott0111ed) by 61n wide. The feature was not 
completely infiIled, and the resulting hollow was visible 
on the ground surface prior to excavation , and extended 
north of the excavated area. Pit 955 can be interpreted 
as a sand quarry of 1110dern date, although fin11 dating 
evidence was lacking . A pit cut into the backfill of the 
postulated quarry, context 953, contained a Inodern horse 
burial. A third n10dern feature of uncertain function, 
context 910, was located in the approxil11ate centre of the 
trench, Ineasuring f. n.7n1 wide by 1.4111 deep. 



I 
I -'-'1(-'-'-'-'-'-'-'_ 
I 

limit of propoted deYelopment .rea (apprOll.imate) 

J 
I 

OSS.78 

I 
I 

......... 
1 

--
.

-- . -- . -- . --

2 

--
.

--

Hitchins Phases 10 and 11, Bishop's Cleeve 
Glos 13232 
Archaeological evaluation 1992 

Key 

1·9 Evaluation trenches 

- Area of archaeological significance 

3/ 
--. 

I 
OSfHlS 

S 
Romano·Brhl&h dhchea 

S<"""""'1 
<...-. : .... � .•• ; •••• I" 

6 

Om 50m 100m 
! ! ! 

. :::u:-... 

Figure 2 



3.2 Topographical feature of uncertain date 

Excavation of Trench 2 sanl pled a linear depression 
measuring s;.. 20n1 broad which was visible as a surface 
anonlaly prior to exc ava tion. This revealed silty 
deposits, indi cating perhaps that the depress ion 
represents a relict streanl course: no evidence was found 
to suggest a date when the fornler streanl functioned. 

3.3 Romano-British deposits 

3.3.1 Significant archa eological deposits dating to the 
Romano·British period were identified in Trenches 5, 8 
and 9. 

3.3.2 Trench 5 

Located SOlne 6.5n1 fronl the southern end of the trench, 
ditch 501 was aligned north-east to south-west, and 
measured 1.8m wide by O.69nl deep. Its prinlary fil l ,  
context 510, was a 0.] 8m thick de posit of dark greyish 
brown friable silty clay. This deposit had been truncated 
by a recut of the ditch� which was filled with context 
505, a dark greyish brown clay silt containing fragnlents 
of sandstone. 

At approxinlHtely the centre of the trench was a shallow 
irregular feature, context 503, meas uring £. 6n1 wide by 
0.251n deep with an uneven base. The feature is of 
uncertain function, its clay-silt fills (con texts 510 and 
511) lnight, however, suggest a s111a11 pond. 

At the northern end of T'rench 5 was the terminal-end of a 
ditch, context 502, I11eaSllring £. 1.5111 wide by a.28m 
deep. The ditch had steep sides and a flat but irregular 
bottonl. Ditch 502 was filled with context 507, a dark 
yellowish brown silty clay. 

3.3.3 Trench 8 

Trench 8 contained two ditches aligned north-west to 
south-east. 

Located at the extrenle western end of the trench, ditch 
802 nleaSllred 0.55I'n wiele by 0.18111 deep with a rounded 
bottoln and sides. The fill (8'12) was a firm greyish brown 
silty clay. 

Aligned sinlilarly, and located towards the centre of 
Trench 8, was ditch 801. This 111easured 1 .28ITI wide by 
O.31In deep, and was filled by context 816, a finn dark 
greyish brown silty clay. 

Trench 8 also contained a series of post-holes. These 
features (contexts 803, 804, 805 and 806) ran in a line 
down the centre of the trench whilst another (context 



807) lay against the southern edge of the trench. The 
post-holes ranged between 0.06n1 and 0.2n1 in depth and 
between 0.19n1 and 0.21 n1 in dian1eter. Their fills 
contained no dateable finds and their significance is not 
certain. 

3.3.4 Trench 9 

Exc avation of  Trench 9 revealed four ditches. 
Additionally, a structure was revealed within a small 
extension to the western side of the trench. 

The largest of the ditches, context 902, was located at 
the n1iddle of the trench , aligned north-east to 
south-west. The ditch 111easured 1.9m wide by by 1.1m 
deep, and was filled w ith a dark clayey silt, context 
960, which was truncated by a recut, �. 0.38n1 deep, 
containing context 951. 

Located at the southern end of the trench was a length of 
ditch, context 918, nleasuring 0.67111 wide by a.26m deep 
which was aligned north-east to south-west. Its fill, 
context 920, was a dark silty clay incorporating 
fragments of lin1estone. 

To the north of ditch 918 was a ditch complex con1prised 
of three strands (contexts 901, 903 and 915). Context 901 
(nleasuring 0.9111 wide by 0.38n1 deep) 111ay represent the 
prinlary feature , being cut by context 903 (which lueasured 
O.7m wide by 0.6n1 deep). No relationship of these 
features with t he third ditch, context 915, was 
ascertained , but this 111easured only O.4IU wide by O.09m 
deep. All three ditches had dark, clayey silt fills. 

A fourth, shallow, ditch, context 912, was aligned 
east-west across the trench. It measured approxilnately 
a.5m wide by 0.1"] 111 deep, and contained large blocks of 
linlestone, possibly building debris, up to O.3IU by 0.3n1 
by 0.2111. 

A structure, located in the 3n1 square extension on the 
west side of Trench 9, was represented by short lengths 
of wall fanning three sides of a rectangle �. l.4In wide 
and a 111ininlU111 of 1.6n1 long. The walling (contexts 909, 
934 and 935) was constructed of lill1estone blocks up to 
0.251n long by 0.16n1 wide. No bonding agent was present 
in two of the elevations: context 935, however, was 
bonded with a li lne l1101't8r. A maXil1lUI11 of nine courses of 
single-skin walling, fornling elevations up to 0.87n1 high, 
were present. The walls can be interpreted as foundation 
courses, constructed directly adjacent to a foundation 
cut. 

The date of the walling is uncertain. The space within 
the rectangle of 111aSonry was fil led by context 937, a 
dark silty clay containing finds of Ron1ano-British date. 

The structure ll1ay, therefore, date to the ROlnano-British 
period. Alternatively, it is possible that the structure 
is post-ROl1lCln in date, the Romano-British finds frOITI the 



associated deposit, context 937, being residual fragn1ents 
d is t u r bed fro 111 ear lie r f eat 11 res 1 () cat e d n ear by. 
N everthe]ess, finds of a h ighly distinctive ROlnan 
flooring cenlent (opus signinunl) found within the fiJI of 
ditch 902, suggest that a structure was present in the 
vicinity during the R0111an-British period. If ROlnan, the 
walling detected in Trench 9 must represent a tiny 
portion of a larger building. 

4 Finds 

4.1 Pottery 

The Ronlano�British pottery recovered fro111 the excavated 
features in Trenches 5, 8 and 9 spans in date the 3rd and 
4th centuries AD. No detailed analysis of the assel11blage 
has been undertaken, but a prelinlinary view suggests that 
a range of vessel fOrIns and pottery fabrics are present. 
Severn Valley wares and Black Burnished ware nl ake up the 
l11ajority of the group; Oxfordshire colour-coated ware and 
mortaria are also present in SOllle quantity . At least one 
complete Severn Valley ware vessel is present, and many 
sherds are large and unabraded. 

4.2 Aninlul bone 

A small quantity of animal bone was recovered. No 
detailed identification of individual species has been 
carried out but sheep, pig, and cattJe appear to be 
represented. 

4.3 Other finds 

Trench 9 produced a range of other finds, including : two 
coins probably dating to the 3rd century AD; a fragment 
of shale brace let; a c opper -alloy spearhead; two 
fragnlents of glass, and an unidentified iron object . In 
addition, two sections of floor-tile and some fragn1ents 
of opus signint1l11 (a pinkish-grey flooring concrete) were 
observed in the fill of ditch 901. 

5 Interpretation 

The archaeological features sampled in Trenches 5, 8 and 
9 can be interpreted as elenlents of a rural settlelnent 
occupied during the 31'd and 4th centuries AD. Ditches are 
the nlajor feature type represented, and the confonning 
alignlnents of these (either north-west to south-east or 
south-west to north-east) suggest that the ditches form a 

c0111 p lex of adjoining rectilinear enclosu res. This 
sett]elnent lnorpho]ogy is well attested in the Severn Vale 
during the iron age and R0l11ano-British periods, and a 
large scale excavation of one exarnple at Beckford, 
Hereford and Worcester, has been excavated in recent 
years, denl0J1strating that such enclosures served as 



boundaries deli neating discrete zones which functioned as 
areas of habitation, food storage, agricultural and 
industrial activity (Wills forthcOilling). 

The limited san1ple of the archaeological deposits 
obtained during the evaluation does not allow a detailed 
plan or interpretation of the enciosure cOlnplex to be 
presented . A concentration of finds in the vicinity of 
Trench 9 Inay suggest that this area served as a focus for 
domestic occupat ion. That a ROlnano-British building lay 
in this area is additionally suggested by fraglnents of 
opus signinunl flooring 111 a t erial and blo cks of 
rubblestone: no certain date can be offered for the 
structure found in situ , but this nlay represent a portion 
of a structure fron1 which the debris was derived. 

6 State of preservation: a rchaeological potential 

6.1 State of preservation 

Some fornl of post-Ro111an actIVity, aln108t certainly 
ploughing, has resulted in the erosion of 111uch of the 
vertical stratigraphy with the result that no surfaces 
contelnporary with the settlement survive . Archaeology is, 
therefore, preserved discretely within features cut into 
subsoil. The degree of trunca tion of the ancient land 
surface is uncerta in , because the original dinlensions of 
the excavated features are unknown. However, the fact 
that some ditches survive to a depth of over 1 III in depth 
indicates that substantia l archaeological deposits have 
survived. S0111e features of 1110dern date, located in Trench 
9, have also disturbed the archaeology, but there was no 
evidence froin other trenches to suggest that a 
substantial proportion of the ROlnano-British deposits 
have been affected. 

The distribution of the archaeology indicates that the 
111ajority of the proposed development area lying with in OS 
land parcel 6975, 111easuring �. ] .25 hectares , contains 
s i g n i f i c a n t a rc h a e o l o g i c a l d epo s i t s (f i g  2). 
Interestingly, this area corresponds approxinl ately with 
the distribution of geologica I d epo sits of Cheltenham 
Sand. 

6.2 Archaeological potential 

No excavation of a late R0111ano-British rura l settlelnent 
in the Gloucestersh ire Severn Vale has been undertaken. 
Potential exists for the definition of the settlen1ent 
c0111plex and the dOClltnentatiol1 of its deve lopnlent over 
t ilne. Of particular interest is the potential inlportance 
of the structure defined in Trench 9: if Ronlan) recovery 
of its rel ationship to the enclosure c0l11plex would yield 
significant infonnation for an understanding of the 
developll1ent of the site. Additionally, scope exists for 
the study of the well-preserved pottery and aniInal bone 
assenlblages which further excavation would yield. 



Lastly, an interesting aspect of the site is its possible 
relationship with the iron age and early ROlllano-British 
settlelnent at Gilder's Paddock, jocated only IODin to the 
east. Geological1y, both sites are located on the same 
island of Cheltenh,uTI Sand, and excavation 111ay reveal 
their inter-relationship. 

7 Reconlmendations 

7.1 Introduction 

The state of preservation of the archaeology contained in 
the eastern portion of the proposed developlnent site 
(6.1) does not indicate that the deposits are of national 
importance and would 111erit preservation in situ. 
Nevertheless, the archaeological potential of the site 
(6.2) indicates that further excavation, leading to 
preservation by record, would be an appropriate response 
should this area be developed. Such a programnle of work 
would be in accordance with the Departnlent of the 
Environnlenfs P lann ing Policy Guidance Note 16: 
Archaeology and Planning (November J 990) where the 
nec es si ty  for securing recor d i n g of significant 
archaeological deposits in advance of construction is 
recognized. 

7.2 Recommendations 

7.2.1 O S  land parcel 6975 

It is reC01111nended that construction within OS land parcel 
6975 should be preceded by an appropriate progn:l111nle of 
work to record significant archaeological deposits in 
advance of their destruction. 

7.2.2 O S  land parcel 5478 

In the absence of evidence for the presence of 
significant archaeological deposits within OS land parcel 
5478, it is recolnlnended that no further archaeological 
work in this area should take place in advance of 
construction. 

7.2.3 Watching brief during construction 

It is recoolIllended that a watching hrief is undertaken 
within OS land parcel 5478 to observe any significant 
archaeological deposits not predicted by the evaluation. 
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