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VIABLES TWO (V2), JAYS CLOSE, BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION

SI]MMARY

In August ard September 1999 the Hertfordshirc Archdeolqical Tntst M&rt@k two qen
arn 

"r"ovdio^ 
to tlg east d west of Jays Close, Basingstofu, Honpshire' The areas ld

previously been wmpted by tle Hcmpsnire Field clab od Arclwolryical society in the
' 

1970's prior to tte construition of ttre rcd. Tlree sides of ut Iron Age mclowrc ditch yere
it*vsttgated in ffiition to intennl ad assrciated ertennl pits, ditclvs ard gullies. A loge
nnnir of poaery slrerds were retrieved" dating prit cipalty fro. tht Lde Iron Aq - Uty
noman puiA. 

-Ottw 
fuds irclafud a srull Etn tity of animal borc, a carved piece of

ottler, mentworHng slag and a substantial ryantity oJ bilmt flint' The fedures were

trurrcated by agricultural rctivity, alttmrgh actual disturbsnce was minimal

1 INTRODUCTION (Figs. l&2)

l.l During Augrrst and sept€mber 1999, the Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust $IAT)
canied out * ,r"ftu*fogi.ul excavation of land to eithet side of Jays Close, Basingstoke'

I{ampshire (sU 6320 5005; Figs. 1&2). The investigation was commissioned by Roger Fidlen

nojid M;agement on behaf Summit Property Ltd. (west side), and Basingstoke 1d -neane
noiough Coricll (east side), prior to the development of the site with offces and industriat

units.

1.2 The archaeological excavation was condrcted in accordance with the specification

compiled by HAT (0t0S/99), and approved by David Hopkins (gampshire County Council

County Archaeolo* Ofr;t) In- addition it complied with the Institute of Field

Archaeologists' Stotfud arA Guiaance Jor Archaeological Exuwatians (1994)'

1.3 The principal aims of the excavation were to deterrdne the date, naturg ortefr and

character of the Lon Age/Roman enclosre which exists on the site and is liable to be

destroyed by the proposed development.

2 ITESCRIPTION OF THE SITE Figsl&Z

2.1 The site lies on the south side of Basingstokg c.2 km from the town centre, in an area

known as Vrables. It is comprised two areas either side of Jays Close: the srnaller to the east

owned by Basingstoke and Deane Borough council; and the main v2 development area to the

west owned by Sumnit Property Ltd. Both ar€as are grassed and lie on a slight north west

facing slope ai a height of tos-itZ.s m AOD. They are recessed from Jays Close behind a

h"d;rp"d gr*r u",.g. with a long row of low wooden posts to pretrent unlawfirl ve.hicular

access. The western area is further bounded by an earthen bank. overgrown woodland lies to

the south east while a dizused railway line forms the south west boundary of the site. The M3

motorway is situated less that 0.15 kn to the soutl east.
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2.2 The site lies at the interface between two soil brye$: to the east the Andover I soil

asso€iation (343h), aod to the west the Carstens soil association (581d). The fonner

comprises shallow well-drained calcareous silty soils over chalk on slopes and crests, deep

calcareous and non-calcareous fine silty soils in valley bottoms, over chalk parcnt material.

The latter comprises well-drained fne silty over clayey, clayey and fine silty soils, oftexr-very

flinty, over pare* nateriat of plateau drift and clay with flints (soil survey of England and

Wales, 1983).

3 ARCEAf,OI,OGICALAI\TDMSTORICALBACKGROI]ND

3.1 The development site encompasses an kon Agey'Romano British enclosure which was

first rewaled during construction oftle soutlern section ofJays Close in 1973. The outline of
the enclozure rr{as then det€rmined by a magnetometer survey carried out by the Ancient

Monunren6 Laboratory and partial el(csvation undertaken by the }lampshire Field Club and

fuchaeological Society betwea 1974 and 1976, prior to the constuctiofl of the new road

Mll€ft & Russell, 1984).

3.2 These investigations revealed a sub-rectangular dirched enclosure, 50 m x 42 rq with a
possible entrance in the south-west corner, a drove way to the soutb, and many internal

f.aurt*. The general scatter of worked flint indicated that the site was used from the late

Neofithic/early B rorc Age (Periad /). Analysis of the pottery revealed zubsequent' probably

unenclosed, occupation from the 3rd C. BCE (Period 2). The main enclosure was dug in the

lst C. BCE - lst 
-c 

cE (Perid 3) and was filled with rubbish as late as the 4th c. cE (Period

4). Internal features included post holesr pits and gulieq thought to repfesent a nurrber of
timber buildings from Periods 3 and 4 (ibtd).

3.3 During tho excavations a two-metre diameter pit towards the centre of the enclosure

cotrtained truman Uuriats. The two adult female inhumations were found with a large quantity

of sheep, cattle and horse bones, and overlay a cist containing carved antl€r artefacts. The

burial gloup has been provisionally dated to the 3rd-lst C. BCE Mllett & Russe[ 1982; The

Willis Nfuseum of Basingstoke Town and Country Life, 1999).

3.4 The enclosure with associatd droveway is typical of late lron Age sites in l{ampsbire'

srch as nearby Ructstalls Hill, occupied fiom the 5th C. BCE down to 3rd-4th C. CE (Oliver

& Applin, 19t9) and Oahidge, occupied from the 6th C. BCE until 4th C. CE (Olivea 1992)'

3.5 In 1988 an evaluation was undertaken prior to dwelopmern of the area to the east of
the enclosurg adjacent to the M3 motorway. These investigations uncovered a single ditch

and two gullies! t€ntatively int€rpreted to be a droveway and field system boundaries

associated with the enclosure (Trust for Wessex ArchaeologSr, 1988)'

4 METEOIIOH)GY (Fig.2)

4.1 The two areas were excavated witl a 360" tracked nrechanical excavator fitted witl a

smooth-bladed ditching bucket, in locations agreed with David Hopkins (llampshire Couttty

Council County Archaeolog5r Officer). The overburden was mechmically-o<cavated under
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close scrutiny until the underlying natural deposits were visible. This was then cleaned by

hand and a[ deposits recodea using preforma recording sheets, drawn to scale and

photographed as appropriate. kr additioq the spoil was checked and scanned for finds with a

metal detector.

4.2 The larger westem Area comprised 1400 sq. m and was located as agreed witl David

Ilopkins. The smaller Eastern Area comprised a total of c.200 sq. rn' smaller than originally

envisaged. Ttis alteration was due to the practicalities of avoiding modem service trenches

and limitations due to the tree line and extant boundary. Both areas were aligrred NE/SW'

paratlel with the southern line of lays Close.

4.3 It was agreed with David Hopkins that the focus of the excavation was to be the

enclosure ditch and associUed internal features. However in coqiuaction with the llampshire

Field Club and Archaeological Society external features in the Westem Area were also

sampled with hand-dug *ctions. Where this was not possible feanx.es were recorded and

surface finds retrieved to erable basic dating to be undertaken.

5 DESCRIPTIONOF'RESI]LTS

Individual descriptions ofthe areas and features are presented below (Figs- 2-4):

5.1 lVe$crn Arer

Northern corner
Sample sectron (0.00 : 107.98 m AOD)
0.0o- 0.15 m L1002. Topsoil. Md brown silty clayey loarn, not compact but moderately

cohesive. Difr.rse boundary with L1006 below.

0.15 - 0.26 m L1006. Subsoil. Light orangdbrown silty clay with occasional small flint and

chalk fragrnents. Not compact. Slightly diffuse boundary with L1001 below'

0.26 m+ L1001. Natural. white chalk and flint nodules with orange/fawn silty clay

filled runnels.

Dartern comer
Sample section (0.00 = 110.19 m AOD)
0.00 - 0.80 m L1000. Redeposited rnaterial. Mid brown clayey loam with moderate flint

fragments and frequent lenses of chalk. Clear boundary with L1006 below'

0.80 - 1.19 m L1006. Subsoil.
1.19 m+ Ll00l. Natural.
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Southern corner
Sample section (0.00 = I 10.60 m AOD)
0.00 - 0.92 m L1002. Redeposited material.
0.92 - 1.34 m L1006. Subsoil.

1.34 m+ L1001. Natural.
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Western comer
Sample section (0.00: 109.42 m AOD)
0.0O - 0.22 m L1002. Topsoil.
O.22 - 0.34 m L1006. Subsoil.
0.34 rr| L1001. Natural.

Description A large rumber ofpottery sherds (l lo; 6959) and burnt flints (38; 23009) were

recovered from the zubsoil, L1006, during machine stripping. Archaeological features were

imneAiatety visible, in addition to Evaluation Trenches l, 2 & 5 (HAT' 1999a)' the

approximaie location of the l9?0's Hampshire Fietd Club and Archaeological Society

investigations, and other previously unknown modem trenches and prts. The latter probably

geological test pits and gypsy or farm activity. Other anomalies were determined to be caused

by root disturbance or animal action

The main feature was a large orrvilinear ditcb Fl0l5, which started out of the south€m

corner ofthe stripped area on a NNE/SSW alignment for c. 35 ra curving rapidly for c. 10 rn

rormd to a SE/NW aligrunert for c.15 m, before continuing into the baulk on the south east

side ofthe orcavation. The southern NNUSSW line of the ditch (sections 'a'-'e' ; width 1.7 -

2.7 rn, depth 0.85 - 1.06 m) had parallel sides with many irregular bulges along its length ard

associated linear features (Fl0l3, Fl0l7, Fl0l9 & F1024) ruming into it (see below). where

the feature curved it widened out substantially and there was very irregular and extensive

disfifbance to the south east side (section 'f; width 4.03 14 depth 1.29m). The ditch was

most regular with parallel sides along the SEA,IW alignment, although the depth varied

srbstantially (Sections'g'&'h'; width 2.24 - 2.4 m, depth 0.61 - l.l8 m).

No two sections tlrough the ditch reveal the same profile. Although the sides had a sharp

break of slope, they varied from 35 - 70" to the horizontal, and were generally either straight

or slightly *o"a* but were occasionally also sligtdy $epped. The base was largely flat

although in places it was little more than a nafiow slot. There seemed to be no pattern to

these iariations which may have been due to minor recutting ditrerential erosio4 or simply

wrcgulated excavation of the primary ditch olt. This featre is the main ditch defining the

enclosure.

The fills of the ditch along the NNF/SSW alignment varied from that on the SE/NW

alignment. To the south ihe upper fil1 was a mid orange brown slightly silty clay, L1016, with

O-iOo/o ctratt< fiagments, 2o/o flirt nodules and generally <l% charcoal, although there were

occasional patches with a higher proportion of charcoal, such as L1028 in Section 'a'' This

overlay a deposit of mid fawn brown slightly silty clay, Ll02l, with l0olo chalk and zyo flldrtt.

To the north the upper fill was a grey brown silty clay, L1029, with <20 % cha[q <l% flint

nodules and <10,6 charcoal. The layer generally contained very little charcoal" although an area

of higher proportion, L1030, was recorded in section 'h'. Beneath this was a light fawn

trown ctay, L1031, with <30plo chalk and 5% flint. The lower fill Ll02l was comparable witl
L1031, although the upper fills, L1016 & L1029, wefe distinct. All of the deposts mntained
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pottery shefds, burnt flint and animal bone etc. (see the Concordance of Finds, below). A
carved and bored antler art€fact was recovered from L1031 (SFl), although in general the

upper fillg contained far more than the lower deposits.

At Section 'd' a side ditch, F1019, split from Fl0l5 on a N/S alignment, cortinuing under the

north west€rn baulk of the excavation (lengtl >2.5 rq width 0.97 m, depth 0.49 m). It had

parallel sider with a sharp break of slope giving way to a flattish base. The fill, L1020, was

very similar to Ll0l6: a light orange brown slightly silty clay with inclusions of 5%o chalk

fiagments/flecks, 2P/o flitfr. nodules. It contained 9 sherds of Late Iron Age - Ear$ Roman

pottery, fragments ofanimal bone (2; 49) and bunrt flint (3; 23Sg)' struck flht (2; l0g) and an

iron stud (lg). Thi$ ditch was contemporary with the main enclosure ditch'

Thee adjacent shallow gullies, F1013, Ff0l7 & F1024, were investigated on the south east

side of Ditch Fl0l5. All three ran into the main ditch Fl0l3 & Fl0l7 on a rougbly parallel

WNWESE alignment, while F1024 was oriented NW/SE. Fl0l3 and F1017 had straight

sides at 40 - 50" to horizontal, curving to a flattish base, while F1024 had very shallow straight

sides at 20 - 30o to horizomal, curving to an inegular base. Unlike the others, F1013

continued to the north west on the other side of tle ditch. F1013 and F1024 ended with
round termini 7m and 4 m away from the main ditch respectively, while F1017 continued into

the bulk, >11.5 m to the south east- Each gully was filled with material similar to L1016, the

upper fill of the ditch: mid orange frwn - light brown clay with f 0-25% chalk fragments, 2-5%

flint nodules and <l% charcoal. Fl0l3 L1014 contained 2 sherds oflate lron Age - Roman

pottery (69); and fragments of animal bone (5, 4ag) urd burnt flint (5; 3029)' F1017 L1018

contained 3 sherds oflate Iron Age - Early Roman pottery (l0g), I struck flint (2g) and burnt

flint (5; l?4g). Flc/24LlO25 contained bumt flint (2; 1l2g). The base ofFt017 was cut by a

circ lar feature, F1022, with near ventical sides and a flat base. The fill' L1023, was

indistinguishable from that ofthe gully ilself.

A zub-circular pig F1026, was remrded in the southern part of the enclo$re. It had a shallow

break of slope with very irregular sdes at 20 - 40" to horizontal, curving to an irregrrlar pitted

base. The fill was largely a light greyish clay with 10-15% chalk and <20 o4 flint nodules

(L1027). It contained 2 sherds of Late Iron Age - Barly Roman pottery (3g), fragrnents of
tile (3; 369), animal bone (l; 2g), and clay piPe (1; 4g), burnt flint (a; 389) and a struck flint
(27g) The recerfi finds occurred in the south-eastern third of the feature. It was disturbed,

or may have been sampled during the 1970's investigotions and backfilled.

Tkee adjacent features were s(cavated touiard the north end ofthe enclosure:

A shallow oval feature, F1034, was recorded in association with tree hollows (ength 0.53 m,

width 0.37 m, depth 0.04 m). It had a very shallow break of slope with sides <20o to

horizontat, curving to a slnllow concave base. The AL L1035, was a dark brown silty clay

with reddish patches, plus 25% charcoal, 2Vo chalk flecks and l% small flints. It contarned 2

sherds of Late Iron fue - Early Rornan pottery (1Og) and a fragrnent of animal bone (29). It
contained in sitil bumt remains and was a ?hearth. The associated tree hollows contained a

small amourt ofpottery and burnt flint.

Irnmediately alongside the tree hollows was an elongated pit or ditch, F1044, aligned NWSE,
terminating to t}e north west (length >8.5 nU width 1.55 r\ depth 0.68 m). It had ill-defined

edges with stepped sides <45o to horizontal, qrtving to a flattish base. The fill, L1045,
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compris€d a light Svvn clay with c. 40% chalb 2% flint nodules. lt mntained 7 sherds of Late
Iron fue - Early Roman pottery (669), and fiagments of animal bone (13; 3a8$, charcoal
(<1g), burnt flint (55;4319g) and slag (6; l%g).

The rernaining feature iderdified within the enclosure was a small ptt or post holg F1038,
located between F1044 and tle enclosure ditch. It was'heart strape' in plan, with straight

sides at 40 - 70" to horizontal curving to a small flattish base (length 0.69 n, widtl 0.58 rq
depth 0.23 m). It was filled with a mid brown silty clay wittr <2Vo srrnrdl dhalk fragments. It
contained 6 sherds oflate hon Age - Early Roman pottery (4g).

To the north of the enclozure ditch feaurres were revealed but only a sample were
investigated:

Two ditches were observed and sampled toward the north east end of the stripped area both
of which continued under the barlks of the excavation. F1040 was a lin€ar ditch aligned

NW/SE (l€ngth >22rq width 0.8 - 4.1 m). It had parallel sides which flared out toward the

north west. They were concave, at 40 - 45" to horizontal and curved to a flattish base. The

fill, LlMl, comprised a mid bmwn silty clay v/ith <l% charcoal, f/o clt*rlk flecks, 1% small

flint nodules. It contained 2 sherds of Late Iron Age - Early Roman pottery (7g), a struck
flint (69) and a burnt flint (1229). It appeared to have been disturH by root activity along

the north east side and was broadly contemporary with the enclosure. The second ditch,

F1052, lay almost underneath the north-eastem baulk of tle o<cavation. It was o.rvilinear,
with parallel concave sides at 50o to horizontal curving to a shallow concav€ base. The fill,
L1053, was a mid brown silty clay with l% chalk fleckVsmall fragments, l% smafl flint
nodules. It contained a sherd of Late lron Age - Early Roman pottery (79). It appeared to be

disturbed by root activity to the south and had an adjoining side dirch to the south east.

Four possible pits were identified, siuated between the ditches and the enclosure.

pit F1032 was an irregular, sub-circular strape (length 2.42 m, width 2.21 rq depth 0.59 m).
'Ihe concave sides had a strarp break of slope at 600 to horizontal, curving to an irregular base,

although it appeared to have been disturted along its southern edge. The fill, L1033, was a
mid orange brown silty clay with <5% chalk fragrnents/flecks, zyo flifi' nodules. It contained

15 slrerds of Iate Irotr Age - Early Roman pottery (l l4g), a struck fli"t (+g), bumt flht (22,

25889), and 36 fragments of animal bone (5369). Most of the finds were located in the upper

0.1 m of the fill.

F1046, F1048 and F1050 were not sampled, although they were recorded and the surface

fnds retriened. F1046 was an ill-defined hour-glass shape orientated WNWESE, filled with
mid brown silty clay containing l% charcoa[ 5o/o flitrt nodules, 5% chalk fr4gments (L1047)

flength 7.5 rq width 2.5 nq depth unknown). It contained 1? sherds oflate kon Age - Early
Roman pottery (569), and fragrrents ofdaub (1, a2g), bumt flint (6, 3,Kg) and slag (1, 8g).

F1048 was an ill-defined ?pit atso ali$ed WI.IWESE (ength >1.5 nr, width >1 trL depth

unknown). F1050 was a sub-rectangular pit aligned as above (ength 2.5 m, width 1.25 rl
depth unknown). Both appeared to have been disturbd by roots and contained similar fills,

L1049 & L1051, of mid-dark brown silty clay with inclusions of l% charcoal and 5% chalk

tagnents. Ll049 contained 41 sherds of Late lron Age - Early Roman pottery (3109) and
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fiagments ofbumt flint (2, 969). L1051 contained 49 sherds oflate kon Age - Early Roman

pottery (4169) and fragpents ofanhal bone (1, 69), burnt flint (4, 2989), and slag (1' a$.

The remaining feature, F1036, located towards the northem comer of the excavation was

sampled by menrbers of the llarnpshire Field Club and fuchaeological Society. It was an

inegular zub-oval pit (ength 6.5 11 width 4 m, depth ? m), with shallow sides at <45o to
horizontal, filled with a mid orange brown very slightly silty clay with c. 25% chalk fragrnems

(particularly on the west side), 570 flint nodules, and <10lo charcoal. It contained an immature

human skeleto4 175 sherds of Laie kon fue - Eady Roman pottery (15509), 3 shuck flint
(a0g), and fraprents of animal bone (,14, 7389), bumt flint (45, 41889), and slag (6' I 169) '

5.2 Eastern Ar€r

Northem corner
Sample section (0.00: l@.83 m AOD)
0.00 - 0.23 m L1000. Redeposited material. Md brown clayey loam with moderate flint

fragments and frequent lenses ofchalk' Clear boundary witl L1006 below

0.23 - 0.34 m L1006. Subsoil. Liglrt orurge brown silty clay with occasional small flint
and chalk fi'agments. Not compact but moderately cohesive. Diffirse
boundary with Ll@l below.

0.34m+ Ll00l. Natural. White chalk and flint nodules witl orange fawn silty clay

filled rurmels.

E{ster comer
Sample section (0.00: 110.59 m AOD)
0.00 - O.2l m L1@2. Topsoil. Md brown silty clayey loanr Not compact but moderately

cohesive. Diffirse boundary with L1006 below.
0.2r - 0.43 m L1006. Subsoil.
0.43 m+ Ll00l. Natural.

Southern comer
Sample section (0.00 = 110.50 m AOD)
0.00 - 0.21 m L1002. Topsoil.
0.21 - 0.41 m L1006. Subsoil.
0.41 m+ L1001. Natural.

Wcstern corncr
Sample section (0.0O: 109.76 m AOD)
0.00 - 0.32 m L1000. Redeposited material.
0.32 - 0.46 m L1006. Subsoil.
0.46 m+ Ll00l. Natural

Descripfion A srnall quantity of pottery sherds (16, 50g) and bumt flints (12, 5129) were

recovered from the srbsoil during stripping No features were immediately identifiable and it
was only after hand cleaning and weathering of the natural surface thai tlree features became

visible. Other anomalies were d€temined ro be caused bry root disturbance.
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A sligtrtly curvilinear ditcb, F1054, was irwestigated running diagonaly tlnough the Eastern

Area on a NHSW alignmant. The ditch had parallel sligMy iregular sides with a sharp break
of slope at 45-55'to the horizontal, straight down to a flattish base (length >19.75 rq man.

widtl l.4s rn, depth 0.58 m). Toward the north the upper fill, L1055, of mid/dark brown silty
clay containetl 7 sherds oflate Iron Age - Early Roman pottery and fragnents of animal bone
(1, 569), burnt clay (ll, 609), ?crucible (6, 399), burnt fiint (6,2269) and slag (77, 10169).

This overlay L1058, a light fawn brourn silty clay with 5% chalk. It contained 2l sherds of
Late kon Age - Early Roman pottery Ql, '129r, and fragrrmts of tile (1, 269), aninal bone
(la, 2089), bumt flint (21, 16119) and worked stone (1, 2169). F1054 is the north-eastern

arm of tle main enclosure ditch an extension of Fl0l5 in the Westem Area.

A curvilinear gully, F1056, lay I - 2 m to the south east on a roughly parallel alignment to the

main ditch. The sides of the gully were generally parallel although tle sides were irregular, in
places <30" to ttre horizontal and stepped, but els€where at >60" to the horizontal. The base

howerrer was consistently concave. To the north the gully ended in a simple rounded terminus
while il continued into the bulk to the south west (length >18.75 r4 max. width 0.64 tn, depth
0.18 m). The fill, L1057, was a mid orange brown silty clay with 5% chalk flecks and

fragrnents,2% small flint nodules and 1olo charcoal flecks. It also contained 6 sherds oflate
Iron Age - Early Roman pottery (629) and burnt fl int (16, I 1 569).

An additional ?linear ditcb F1060, was identified in the westem comer, continuing into the

ba.rlk on a NW/SE alignment. The parallel sides had a sharp break of slope at 50-70p to tle
horizontal, cuwing to a concave base (length >3.10 nu width 1.24 uL depth 0.88 m). The

upper fill, L1061, a mid/dark brown silty clay with 2o/o cltalk fragments and 5%o charcoal. It
contained 8 sherds of Late kon Age - Early Roman pottery (8ag), and fragments of animal

bone (2, 30g) and burnt flht (37, 1612g). The lower fill comprised a similar the mid/dark

brown silty clay but with f0% chalk fragmentg 5% flint nodules and no finds. The exact
location and forrn of the terminus was unclear due to extensive disturbance by aninal activity
or tree roots. As above it is unclear if this feature relates to tlre main ditch as they have no
stratrgraphic relationship, howwer it is provisionally interpreted to be broadly contemporaf,y.

6 DISCUSSION

6.1 A large rnrmber of natural features were present. The surface of tlre natural clay and

chalk was peppered with periglacial runnels, generally aligned NWSE, over both the Eastern

and Westem Areas of the site. Mditionally, a large ntnber of tree hollows w€re present,

identified by their (largely) sterile fiJl of light orange brown clay with abundant flirt pebbles

and irregular, often ill-defined edges. These frctors hindered the immediate recognition of
archaeological features, but where there was uncertainty potential archaeological deposits

were sampled to confirrr their nature.

6.2 The enclosure first identified by the Ancient Monuments Laboratory and partially

er<cavated by the Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society was identified and defined

within the boundaries of the present site (Figs.2&3). It was not possrble to accurately locate

the internal features revealed in the 1970's Milett & Russell, 1984, Figs. 2&3) in relation

with the current site plan This is reasoned to be due to the confused reported location and

orientation of the investigations in the report and county Sites and Monuments Record (pers.

comrr David Hopkins).
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6.3 The e,nclosure was defined by a ditch observed in botl tle Westem and Eastem Areas

(F1015 & F1054). There was no evidence of a former bark. The profile of the ditch varied in

almost every section dug across it. The upper fills are interpreted to be largely the renrlt of
natural silting and gradual deposition of rubbish.

6.4 One section of the ditch was a great deal wider than the rest (F1015 Section 'g')' At

this point the south eastem side of rhe dirch was stepped and very irregulaf, witl deep,

*t"i"gly randorq depressions almost to the same depth as the base of the ditch itself It is
unctear iiftis *as the result quarrying or simply root disturbance, although it is reported to be

a conrtrron feature within enclogures of this date in Hampshire Qrers. conm David Hopkins;

Oliver & Appli4 1979, 47 & 55).

6.5 A large number of residual finds were recovered from the zubsoil, L1006. coupled

with the lack of buried zurhces and absence of structural features (post holes or stake holes),

it is clear that the site has zutrered substantial tnrncatioq probably the rezult of post/mediaeval

pbughing and modern landscaping. A similar situation was noted during the 1970's

orcavatio4 while many enclozures in the area appear to have had few intemal structures e'9.

Ructstalls Hill, Cowdrey's Down and Brighton Hill South. It fu afgued that the lack of
featufes indicales possible seasonal occupation and tenrporary dwellings (Fasham & KeeviU

1995,67-8).

6.6 Even though only one ?hearth was identifie4 F1034, a zubstantial quantity of bumt

flint was recovered ftom almost all investigated features (and from the subsoil, L1006), and

slag was also recovered from many features. These finds may be indicative of the smelting of
metals.

61 The duration of the enclozure can only be d*ermined through specialist analysis of rle
pottery and other finds. Howerrer preliminary analysis of the sherds indicates that occupation

ipanned the Iate Iron fue and Early Roman period. This compares with ocqrpation at-other

adjacent sites zuch as Ructstalls Hill, occupied from the 5th C. BCE - late 3rd/4th C. CE

(oliver & Apptia 1979) and oalaidge occupied from the 6th c. BcE - 4th c. cE (oliver,

lee2).
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Pottery from Viablcs Two, Jays Closc, Basingstoke (HAT 3?3)
by

Jonatban Last

Inlro&tction

The assemblage from Jays Close represents a relatively large group oflate Iron Age-
ear$ Roman potsherds, which is comparable with material recovered from previous
work at the Viables site and from other sites in the Basinsstoke area.

Fabrics ard Forms

The assemblage consists of 1029 sherds, including many tiny fragments. Tkee major
fabric groups were identified:

Group F: pottery predominantly tempered with varying densities of generally poorly-
sorted crushed flint, sometimes combined with smaller arnounts of sand, grog and iron
ore-

Fl - moderate./common fine-very coarse flint
F2 - sparse fine to very coarse flint
F3 - moderate/common fine to coarse flint

Group S: pottery predominantly tempered witlr quartz sand.
Sl - common fine/medium sand
52 - common very fine sand
53 - common fine to coarse./very coarse sand and quartz
54 - sparse fine sand only

Group G: pottery predominantly tempered with fine to coarse rounded red, brown or
grey particles of grog/clay pellets, frequently with other inclusions at sparse/mod€rate
density. The pastes varied considerably and no clear sub-groups were appaf,enl

Minor inclusions found occasionally include vegetable matter (v) and calcareous
materiat probably chalk (c). However, the latter is almost antirely restricted to non-
vessel fired clay or daub.

Technolog5r appears to be strongly correlated with fabric in that most if not alt of tie
flint-gritted pottery is handmade, while many of the sand and grog-ternpered vessels
were wheel-tumed. The handmade pottery varies from completely oxidised to
completely unoxidised, though the wheelmade sherds are predominantly dark grey or
grey-brown in colour.

A number ofdiagnostic elements (rim and base sherds) were recovered from the major
features and provide information on vessel forms. From the rims, tluee basic shapes
are appaxent:
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form I - a globular jar with short upright rim, about 7tr/o of which are in fabric
F; usually handmade. la has a holemoutl form while lb is more upright.

form 2 - a necked jar with everted rir4 sometimes forming a flangg and fiequent
elaboration of the shoulder; at least 80% in fabric S or G; usually
wheelmade. 2a has an upright neck, while 2b is a more closed form. 2c
is an elrerted rim with rmcertain neck forrn

form 3 - a simple upriglrt bowfiar rim; few occurrenceg all in fabric F.

Slight variations in wall thickness were noticed, with form I vessels (7 mm) slightly
thicker on average than form 2 (6 mm). This may reflect differences in manufacturing
techniques or simply relate to vessel size; mean mouth diameters are 180 mm for form
I and 160 mm for form 2.

Bases are either simple or (rarely) have a low foot-ring the latter group af,e all grog-
tempercd. The angle of the wall junction can be shallow, indicating an open or
globular pot, or stcep, indicating a straight-sided or cylindrical vessel. Meaa base
thickness is 7 mnr; mean diameter is 90 mm.

Two otler elements of note are a possible handle fragment in a grog-and-flint-
tenpered fabric, and several pieces ofa flinrgritted pot lid. Both of these came from
subsoil L1006 (West).

Decoration was absent except for horizontal grooves and cordons on the shoulder or
below the rim of some of the wheelmade form 2 jars, and a single handmade fabric S
rim of uncertain form from ditch F1054 which was decorated with fingernail
impressions. A few sherds have carefully smoothed or bumished surfaces.

c
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Distribution

The majority of the ceramics derived from subsoil L1006 (132 pieces) and five otler
features:

Ditch Fl 01 5 : fills L1016, Ltlzt, LtOZ9,Ll030, Ll03 1 (495)
Ditch F1054: fills L1055, Ll05s (50)
Pits F1036 (191), F1048 (45) and F10s0 (49)

small quantities ofpottery (c l0 sherds or less) came from a number of otlrcr conte)ds:
gullies Fl0l3, F1056, ditches Fl0l9, F1040, F10S2, F1060, pit/ditch F1044, pits
F1026, F1032, F1034 and F1046, and pit/post-hole F1038.

variations in the proportions of the diferent forms and fabrics across the site mav
indicate functional or chronological variation. Note however that the figures below ari
based on sherd counts rather than estirnated vessels and may therefore be biased by the
presence of large parts of single vessels in cerrain contexts, notably L1016 (form 2,
fabric c) and F1036 (forms I and 2, borh fabric S).

The proportion of fabric F sherds within each assemblage varies from c 2O-30V, by
count in the discrete features F1036, F1048 and F1050. to c 50vo in subsoil Ll00e
ditch F1054 and rhe lowEr fills Lt 021/Ll03l of Fl0l5, and >6ff/o in the upper fills oi
Fl0l5 (Ll0l6, L1029, L1030). Fabric S pottery shows almost the opposire
distribution, with high values in the pits (50-70%) and the subsoil, slightly less (i+oe1,y
in F1054, and lower values in F1015 (30% in the lower fills; 10-20% in the upper!
Mearmftile &bric G shows less clear trends, being relatively frequent (c 3tf/o) in iioto
(see above) and F1048, but less so (< l0olo) in all other deposits. However, the
proportion of strerds containing some grog (i.e. including minor components) shows
three groups, comprising c lE/o or less in L1006. F1036 and F1050. c ZOyo ta.
L1029/1030 and F1054, and 30plo or more in FI048. LlOl6 and Ll02l.

In general, tlerefore, the ditches have more coarse (fabric F) pottery and the pits less,
with rhe subsoil assemblage somewhere in betwee4 fitting its mixed origin. within rhe
pits fabric s predominates; fabric G is common in Fl04g but this includes a numher of.
joining sherds.

Approximately 49 vessels wse identified from the presence of rim sherds. (firther
work may indicate some of these are the same). They comprise 23 of form t, Zf of
form 2 and three of form 3. Two of tle latter come from F1036, the other ftom
L1021. Forms 1 and 2 are evenly distributed across all features.

Discussion ard Dating

Prwious work at viables Farm (Millen and Russell 1984) distinguished a period with a
sau:epan pot assemblage (form 3?), dated to the 3rd-lst century BC, followed by a
period dominated by handmade bead rim jars (form l) dated to the 1st centurv BC-lst
centuy AD. The main enclosure ditch belongs to this latter period. ln ierms of
pottery fabrics group F above clearly correlates with Thompson's fabrics B (F1.2} anil
A (F4), while fabrics C and F cover group S (perhaps Si and 53 respectivegj and
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fabrics _! and E presumably rapresent the group G marerial (ibid., Sg). Her phase 2,
"assemblages dominated by handmade bead rim jars, with occasional wheel-thrown
vcsselg dating to the first century AD", sums up the present assemblage too, especially
that from enclozure ditch Flol5.

Another useful comparison is with Brighton HiIl south (Rees in Fasham and Keevill
1995' 35-46), also on the south side of Basingstokg from where an assembtage of
10,000 sherds was remvered. Group F is here termed fabric I (F3 mav be the same as
fabdc 4), of Iron Age type, while Group G is equivalent to iabric i 1t"tgi. grog_
tempered ware) and Group S to fabrics 2 (handrrade) and 5 (wheelmade) A f&
sherds from Jays close seem to be true grey wares (fabric l0). In the Middlotut"
hon Age' group, fabric I and the sa'cepan pot are predonrinant, followed by the
roundedjar(form 1). However, many of these vessels are decorated. which is not the
case at Jays Close. The l-ate Iron Age-early Roman, group, on the other hand,
includes plain everted-rim and rounded bead-rim jars in fabric t along with cordonei
jars (form 2) in fabric 7; it is clearly with this group tlat the better p*uil.tr lie. Rees
notes the continued use of Iron Age fabric I for cooking and storage wares into the

:yty lgq*f*iod and zuggests centralised production. The change from sandy to
flinty fabrics in the later kon Age of this region (the reverse of the pattem in eastem
England) may reflect deliberate selection of materials for partioilar pioperties, such as
resistance to thermal shock.

The assemblage from Jays Close therefore corresponds with material previorsly
excavated from the site, and dates the major features to the T_ate Iron Ag+early
Roman'period of the lst century AD It remains possible that the ditrerences in
assemblage composition discussed above, between tie pits and the major ditches,
means they axe not precisely contemporary but since rhe fabric groups arJ thought to
reflect specific technological choices, fi.rnctional differences *ee. 

"n 
equally likely

explanation of assemblage variability.

Recommenfutions

Further work is recommended to refine the fabric groupings and compare them more.
precisely with those established for other sites; also to -t*.. the descriptions of
vessel forms, principally by refitting and illustrating the appropriate material,
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Fasharq_ P. J. and Keevill, G., 1995. Rrigtrton Hill South (flatch Warren): an Iron Age
farmstead and deserted medieval village in Hampshire. wessei ercnaeotigt
Report 7 .

Mllett, M. and Russell, D., 1984. An Iron Age and Romano-British site at viabres
Famq Basingstoke. Proc. Hampsh. Field Ctub Archaeolo. Soc. 40: 49_60.



l.'':it mi=*

Itt

l. .'r:;.

fio?r rle 1989
l:25,000 mrp \rilh

of H€r N{aje$y'

Ar&aeologt.3l
No. A! 51566A001-

@ Hertfordshire Trust

Fie. I Site Location Plan
Scale I:25000



A
N

'//
Area West

rd"

A
'//

//,

/7

AIE^S 1N\' €5TI CAI€D

BY E4tlnjAsfd{e Aerrl*EoLs Lt ( hL d-

Flqtoar(rlL lu((E7 7 €\<4v4Tl o .

* [v+r^u *noJ Ts-c-Ntnl;S

@ H*lfmlrhirc Archuolo*ityl Tnst
Fie. 2 Trench Location Plan

Area
East

/1t//

#

Close



I

-l
ri
ti

I

_l

I

lltir.rt-

I
L. -r--x

f)ao-t (o

\\oo
o
o\Jo d

//l
\l

---.,- -r

I
E

E /.-'->. \ \---/'\\
/---J\\i \\' *\\

/ 
- 

L-.-(-.- - _------.--_r
-\ _-J

{tI
sl
!J
F

!
s

q

/ S/
AItiaD I8t

I

I
l-
t n
(

-t---.\J
\

X\f

TIIIITIIITIII

I\

\

I

€n

t

t
i
fi

,rl

II

/t
---J
II

I

L ..-..--.,....

III



.,8
vl
{D

E

I

st
fi
{{
{r*I
F

:*

s

IIIIIIII

F,EN

i$) $
g/

kt\
l*)
t/t/r
I
E'

s
*

(l

c

F"
s

t\lA G*

ffiDS
ttrr
t
F

*clg\
isl Slgl s

a/^
$

I
1\

tt! |

r'
I
lk

a{lfl
ltF*r

s
g

N
l$l
lr'
$.

a

&

IF:

s

rrrrrl

\---.-

lr js/
l-t'

E

E

64

iD$
*-

l,n\ Sv l/ (}
}VEr

t

fii

clt
c)
l-{4
u{[
f4l

-{ 
#

uV'*

IIIIIII



G)

SITE V2 JAYS CLOSE
VIABLES, BASINGSTOKE,

HAMPSHIRE

An Archaeological Bvaluation

H ertfu r ds hir e Ar chae o I o gic al Tru s t



I
@ Eedordthlre Archaeowical Tnat 1999

I
********{.*r!f+*+**++************+***i.***t!* *** ******r*** **t**:* *:*'t*******

II HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICALTRUST

I REPoRrNo.5l5

T

t
I
T SITE V2, JAYS CLOSE,

I u'*'fiilffJ,mroKE

I An Archaeological Evaluation

T

I PeterDoel

I 
MaY leee

I
I
T

T

I
THE SEED WAREHOUSE, MAIDENHEAD YARD,

TI{E WAS4 HEKITOP.D SGI4 IPX
TEL (019e2) 5s8170
FAX (01992) 55335e

f ***:t*+***t******* ******* ***t**** ***********+**** **t******t(* **t**** ****

I

I
I



I
t
I
I
t
I
T

I
T

I
I
I
I
T

t
I
T

I
I
I
I

@ Her#ntukre Archa@logical Trust I999

SITE V2 JAYS CLOSE, VIABL,ES, BASINGSTOKE' HAMPSHIRD
AI\ ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

1 INTRODUCTION

l.l During lvlay 1999, Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust (IIAT) carried out an

archamlogical evaluation of an enclorure within Site V2, on land adjaceat to Jays

Close, Viables, Basingstokg Hampshire (cartred on SU 6318 5050) (Figs l-2)' The

investigation was commissioned by The Borough of Basingstoke & Deane and summit

Property Ltd.

2 I}ESCRIPTIONOFTEESITE

2.1 The v2 site occupies a broadly triangular plot bounded to the nort[ north-ea$t

and south-east by Jays Close, and to the south-west by industrial dwelopment. The

site is further bounded by a zubstantial earthen bank and a row of low wooden posts.

Both the bank and posts are set back from the road to a landscaped grass verge. The

evaluation extended south-east of the V2 site, on the opposite side of Jays Close. This

part of the investigation comprises a wide landscaped vergg partially wooded to form

a boundary with properties to the south-vt/est (Fig.2).

3 TOROGRAPHYANDGEOLOGY

3.1 Site V2 is generally flat meadow land on a slight north facing slope at c.llom
OD, except where landscaping has occurred beyond the earthen bank by the side of the

road- Here the land surface has clearly been raised. The area of irwestigation to the

south-west is a lardscaped verge but with a slope from the south-west down to north-

east.

3 .2 The soils of the immediate area are unclassified but tfiose immediately to tJle

south belong to the Andover 1 association consisting slrallow well drained calcareous

silty soils over chalk on slopes and crests. Deep calcareous and non-calcareous fine

silty soils in valleybottoms @GS Drift Sheet 239).

4 ARCEAEOLOGTCALAITTDHISTORICALBACKGROUNI)

4.1 The focus of tle waluation was a known kon Age - Romano British enclosure

partially excavated bV ttrfttam , E**
iSf+ una 1926, in response to industrial development in the are4 principally the

construction of a new road (Millett, M. & Russell' D. 1984).

4.2 The enclozure was discovered during road construction and defined by a

magnetometer survey carried out by the Ancient Monuments Laboratory. The survey

anJexcavations revealed a square ditched enclosure, 40m x 3414 with an ?entrance in

t B *r^{,+d., A'c\^a"l,7 al
a-.t-ks+v;ro,! S,"g
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the south-west comer, a drove way to the south ald many intemal features. The

investigations indicate that the site was used from tle 3rd century BC, with some

evidence for Neolithic activity from a general scatter of worked flint, to as late as the

4th century AD,. The rrain enclosure is almost certainty dated to lst century BC - lst
century AD with the suggestion ofa precur$or, circular enclozure, dated to the 3rd -

lst century BC. Internal features included post holes, pits and gullies and a burial
group dated to the 3rd - lst century BC (Fig. 2).

4.3 The site compares to rany enclosrres in the area, the square enclosure with
associated droveway being typical ofthe later Iron Age in llampshire (ChampiorL T. &
S., 1981 reported in Mllett, M. & Russell, D. 1984).

5 METEODOFWORK

5.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken to detennine the exact location

ofthe enclosure and assess its preservation following the construction oflays Close'

5.2 The project complied with the Institute of Field Archaeolog*s' Stmdard ord
Guidntce for Arclneological Field Evaluations (1994).

5.3 Five trenches were excavated (Figs.2-3). A 180 degree machine (JCB 3X)'
fitted with a smooth-bladed ditching bucket was used to open the trenches.

6 DESCRIPTION OF WORKS Figs.2 & 3

Trcnch t
Sample section
0.00 - 0.26m LI0A2 Topsotl. Mid-brown silty clayey loam, not compact,

moderately cohesive.
O.26 - 0.42m 21006 Subsoil. Pale orange/brown silty clay with occasional small

flint and chalk fragrnents. Not compact.

0.42m+ I.1001 Chalk with runnels filled with butrsilty clay. Natural geology'

Description The trench rwealed a linear ditcb F1004, 2.70m widg orientated NE-

SW. It is filled with a pale yellowbrown, silty clay (L1005) and several pottery sherds

were apparent on the zurface.

F1009 (2.6m+ x lm) is a broad linear ditch or grrlly, orientated N/S, slightly curving to
the SW, with a suggestron of a terminus to the south-west. Its fill is identical to L1005.

Fl0l0 (0.8m x 0.4m) is either a lioe* Suily or an elongated pil obscured by tlre north

barlk and terminating to the SW. Its fill is identical to L1005.

20.4m x 1.5m

i
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I Trench 2 7.5mx l.5m
Sample section

I 0.00-0.24m L1002 AsTrerchl.
I 0.24 - 0.34m z,1oo6 As Trench l.

0.34m+ 2.1001 As Trench l.

I
Desoiption The trench revealed a ditch (up to 2.8m wide), orientated E-W, clearly

I a contirn:ation ofTr.l F1004.

I

I Trench 3 15.4m x l.5m
I Sample section

0.00 - 0.25m Lf 000 lvfid-brown clayey loam with frequent chalk fragmorts

I ffij:ff.y' 
fragrnents' Dumped topsoil for landscaping of

0.25 - 0.28m 11003 Dumped and compacted chalk with occasional flint

I fragm.ents and concrete/bricVtarmac rubble.
r 0.28 - 0.50m 11012 Disturbed original top and sub soils, mixed L1002 and

I 0 5.'* ;l33is*#::,fr#ilTi"l1f'iiT;disturbed

I Description ?Two linear ditches in close proximity were revealed in the NW end of
- the trench. F1002 (0.4m wide) is orientated NW-SE with a fill of buff silty clay.

I Fl00B (0.35m wide) is orientated NNW-SSE with an identical fill to F1007. Both are

I truncated.

I The remainder of the trench revealed a large service trench, broadly on the same

I alignment as the trench itself This servic€ trench cut deeply into the natural horizon

Ll0ol and was bacldlled with rubble and tarmac.

I
Trcnch 4 l0.8mxl.5m

I Sarnple section
I o.oo-0.27m LI00o AsTrench3.

0.27 -O.49m LI0I2 AsTrench3.

I 0.49m+ Ll00,t AsTrench3.

I Descripfion The trench revealed a single linear ditctr, Flgll (0.65m wide)

' orientated N/S. The ditch was much truncated by several modern service trenches.

r Trench 4 was curtailed because ofthe presence of services.

I

I
I

t
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I Trench 5 7.4mx 1.5m

Sample section
0.00 - 0.23m 11002 As Trench 1.

I 0.23 - 0.35m LIoo6 AsTrenchl.
0.35m+ 21001 As Trench l'

t
Desefiption The trench revealed a mntinuation of Tr.1 Ditch F100a (2.6m wide)

I 
orientatedNwsE.

t 7 DrscussroN 
B^,'.^6u-f./.- A<,-\r,o"/.,y'r-) *

7.1 The square enclozure, partially excavated by the llaopshfue-FieH-ebb-an4 Htlt'"iJ
I fdraenfrogitrffiociety, was identified and defined within the bounds of Site V2 SoJ"+r.t (Fie.2). \J

I 7 .z Within the earthen bank of Site V2 the preservation of the archaeological
r features is good. Features are sealed beneath a well developed zubsoil' Ll0o6'

I 73 Beyond the earthen bank i.e. either side of the Jays Close, the preservation of
! 

archaeological features is poor and the features are much truncated by modern

r services. Furthermorg er<cavation of trenches either side of lays Close is extremely

t hazardous with many services flanking the road.
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