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INTRODUCTION
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by O & J House Limit€d on behalf of the
developer Mr John Stevens of Kirtons Farm Hotel and County Club to undertake a
watching brief. The area to be observed was farmland situated 0.5km north-east of
the village of Dummer and 5km south of Basingstoke. The area is cenfted on
5U594467 and has been developed into a golf course.

The site contains a small plateau, at a height of 175m OD, at its south-eastern
boundary. The area slopes away to the north and west to 150m OD. The underlying
geology is Upper Chalk which is overlain with localised Clay-with-Flint deposits.

The Hampshire Sites and Monuments Records have a plot from aerial photography
evidence of an enclosure and associated features within the south-east quaxter of the
site. The enclosure is of a type, defrned by a characteristic shape, known as 'Banjo'

enclosures. A rectangle of sides l60m by l40m was marked out on the ground over
the position of the enclosure and the developer entored an agreement not to alter the
ground level within the prescribed area.



Fig l: Location plan



THE WATCHING BRIEF
The watching brief started on the 2nd of December l99l and ended on the 18th of
March 1992. Much of the development area was not materially altered by the works
and the archaeological observations were restricted to those positions where topsoil
was removed. Occasional pieces of burnt flint and waste flates were appaxent on the
surface of the fields, enough to indicate general activity in the area but no significant
concentrations were obsewed. A l:1250 scale plan of the proposed design was
supplied to Wessex Archaeology and use.d to gauge the extent and progress of the
development, All areas of development, access roads, borrow pits, tees, bunke$ and
grading areas, were monitored. Two visits were normally made to each area. The
fust to observe the surface of the subsoil upon removal of the topsoil and the second
to see sections exposed by the removal of the natural subsoil in those areas so graded.
The majority of the areas observed proved to be devoid of features bar those formed
by solution hollows and other natural vaxiations in the Chatk and Clay-with-Flint. A
proportion of the natural features were teste.d by sample excavation, and it swiftly
became possible to identify the naturally occurring clean clay fills of the natural
features from the surface.

RESULTS
Six features of archaeological significance were found dudng the watching brief.
They comprised two pits and four ditches:-
Feature I was a shallow oval pit, 1.86m long, 0.80m wide and 0.13m deep. It was
filled with very dark b'rown silty clay and contained many ftagments of charcoal, one
flint flake and a small fragment of fired clay. The feature was half-sectioned,
recorded, drawn and photographed. Possibly a hearth or fue-pit, Two flint flakes
and a scraper were recovered ftom topsoil in the general area of the pit, but no further
features were observed during the subsequent grading of this area.
Feahue 5 was a pit with a diameter of 3m. It was not excavated, but its upper fill was
a mid-brown silty clay and two ftagments of Roman pottery were observed on the
surface. One ftagment was too small to be dated further, but the other was a rim
sherd from a vessel dated from the 3rd-4th century AD. This feature was within the
protected area surrounding the enclosure and so survives intact. The location was
planned and t}e surface photographed.
Features 8 and 12 were two parallel ditches both filled with srong brown silt clay.
They were 1,2m apart and ran roughly east-west for at least 45m. Feature 8 was the
northern of the two dirches and was 1.1m wide and 0.4m deep with a V-shaped
profile. No finds were recovered from the feature. Feature 12 was to the south and
was 0.7m wide and 0.35m deep with a rounded profile. A ftagment of Roman
pottery and a flint flake were recovered from the fill. Both features were planned,
sectioned, recorded and photographed.
Features 14 and 16 were two parallel ditches both fi[ed with srong brown silt clay.
They were lm apart and ran roughly ea.st-west. Feature 14 was the northern of the
two dirches and was 0.6m wide and 0.2m deep with a rounded profile. Four small
ftagments of Roman pottery were recovered from the fill. Feature 16 was to the
south and was l.lm wide and 0.25m deep with a rounded, flat-bottomed profile. No
finds were recovered from the feature. These two features were within a Clay-with-
Flints deposit and were not recognised upon the removal of the topsoil. Their
presence became obvious after the area had been graded and they were visible in
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