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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In March 1996. at the request of Roy Pugh and Company on behalf of Dransfield 
Properties Limited. and in response to a brief for archaeological work prepared by 
Peter lies of Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy, Lancaster 
University Archaeological Unit (LUAU) produced a project design for 
archaeological evaluation of land to the rear of Poulton Street, Kirkham and were 
subsequently commissioned to undertake this work. The present report presents 
the results of work undertaken in April 1996. comprising documentary research, 
topographical and building survey, and trial trenching. 

Documentary research revealed that the area around Kirkham was probably 
occupied from the Bronze Age period onwards, although no evidence of 
prehistoric activity was identified within the study area. Recent excavations at 
Dowbridge (Carr Hill) to the south-east of the study area have revealed at least 
three major phases of Roman occupation dating to the first and second century 
AD. although no Roman activity had- previously been recorded within the study 
area. The immediate post-Roman period in Kirkham, as in most of the North 
West, is very poorly documented. The town is listed in Domesday (I 086) and its 
name may be a Norse corruption of the Anglo-Saxon Ciric-ham meaning 'Church
town'. Several fossilised burgage plots survive in the study area to the rear of the 
properties fronting Poulton Street. It has been postulated that an early water mill 
(LSMR PRN 1379) which was last recorded in the fourteenth century, may be 
located in the triangle of land bordered by Town End. Station Road, and Mill 
Street, although no further evidence for this was recorded as a result of the 
fieldwork. Cartographic evidence indicates that the plots of land to the rear of 
Poulton Street were not developed in the post-medieval period. apart from the 
construction of Birley Street which seems to have occurred between 1848 and 
1893. A flax mill (LSMR PRN 6644) was built by Birley and Langton in the later 
eighteenth century at the north end of Mill Street, north of its junction with 
Bamfields. The properties which fronted Mill Street during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century were associated with this mill. 

Eight standing buildings will be affected by the proposed development. All appear 
to date from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It is considered that most 
require no further recording; however. the architectural quality of Lodge House 
and its possible association with the t1ax mill (LSMR PRN 6638) suggest it is 
worthy of further archaeological work. 

The trial trenching programme revealed th:ll medieval/Roman activity survives in 
the garden area to the rear of Poulton Street. sealed in places by a substantial 
depth of post-medieval material. The abraded nature of the pottery within the 
medieval/Roman horizon indicates that this layer may have been disturbed by 
ploughing. The discovery of medieval/Roman deposits suggests that the medieval 
town of Kirkham extended as far as the study area, suggesting that further, as yet, 
undiscovered archaeological deposits may survive in situ within the proposed 
redevelopment site. It is therefore recommended that all archaeological deposits 
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affected by the proposed redevelopment of the gardens to the north of Poulton 
Street and west of Mill Lane should first be exposed, and then if necessazy 
excavated under controlled archaeological supervision 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

In March 1996, at the request of Ray Pugh and Company on behalf of Dransfield 
Properties Limited, and in response to a brief for archaeological work prepared by 
Mr P Iles of Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy, Lancaster 
University Archaeological Unit (LUAU) produced a project design for 
archaeological evaluation of land to the rear of Poulton Street, Kirkham. The 
present report presents the results of this work, comprising desk based study, 
ground survey, rapid building survey, and trial trenching. 

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine whether any significant 
archaeological deposits or standing structures exist within the proposed 
redevelopment area, and to make recommendations for the mitigation of the 
impact of the development on these sites. This report should form the basis of 
programme of further archaeological investigation and recording, designed ·to 
provide a comprehensive archaeological response to the area to be affected by 
redevelopment 

The study area is situated on the western side of Kirkham, to the north of Poulton 
Road, to the east and west of Mill Street, and the area extends from Birley Street, 
to just south of Langton Road (Fig 2). Its approximate National Grid reference is 
NGR SD 424322. 

Following the desk-based study fieldwork was carried out between 25th March 
and 4th April 1996, results were then collated, and a report was prepared in the 
week ending 28th April 1996. 

For the use of ©Lancaster University Archaeological Unit Aprill996 
Dransfie/d Properties Limited only 



Pou/ton Street, Kirlcham, Archaeological Evaluation 6 

2. METHODOLOGY 

Z.l Project design 

The work has been carried out in accordance with the project design outlined in 
the proposals submitted by LUAU to Roy Pugh and Company in March 1996, and 
based on the brief supplied by Mr P lies. then of the Lancaster University Heritage 
Planning Consultancy. The project brief and design are included in the present 
report (Appendices 1 and 2); and the work was undertaken in consultation with 
Gill Chitty and Peter lies. of the Lancashire County Council Planning 
Department. 

Z.Z Desk based survey 

A vast resource of material is available for the evaluation of townscape areas, and 
the choice of material consulted must be appropriate to the level of work required. 

- The desk based survey Was designed to address the full range of potential sources 
of information. A print-out for the relevant Primary Record Numbers (PRNs) was 
obtained from the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record (LSMR) of existing 
information on archaeological sites, buildings, and findspots, within the proposed 
development site and the surrounding area. Whilst most of the sources referenced 
by the LSMR were checked for further information specifically relevant to the 
development site, efforts were concentrated on obtaining published and 
manuscript cartographic sources, and appraising the principal secondary sources, 
especially those by Shaw (1935 and 1950) and Singleton (1977 and 1980). 

LUAU has recently undertaken archaeological work at Dowbridge Close, 
Kirkham (Buxton and Howard-Davis forthcoming) and the results of this work 
have been included within the background section of the report. The Lancashire 
Record Office (LRO), and Lancashire County Libraries Headquarters Library 
(LL(HQ)), both in Preston, and Kirkham Library (KL) were visited, and St Annes 
Library and officers of Kirkham Local History Society were contacted by 
telephone. However, it was found that very little primary documentary material 
relating to Kirkham is available for study locally. and some of the manuscript 
cartographic material available in the Lancashire Record Office is uncatalogued, 
for example the Birley family papers (LRO ODD: France 1985. 174-5). Shaw 
( 1950) indicates that much relevant material is housed in the archives of the Dean 
and Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford. 

Other relevant medieval documents are thought to be available in the form of 
Charles Tovmeley's seventeenth century transcripts (and nineteenth century re
transcripts of these) in the Farrer Collection. in Manchester Central Library. but 
these will not be accessible again until late May or June 1996, due to on-going re
housing of the Library's Archives. 

2.3 Topographic Survey 

For the use of © Lancaster University Archaeological Unit April 1996 
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The brief stipulated that a detailed survey of the study area should be undertaken. 
Discussions with Mr !an Lang of C. H. W. Carnan (Consulting Civil, Structural 
and Environmental Engineers) revealed that an accurate plan of the area had 
already been made, and he kindly provided LUAU with a digital copy of this data. 
This survey provided a framework for the archaeological site plan (Fig 3); 
significant archaeological features, the structures studied within the buildings 
survey, and the positions of the trial trenches were superimposed on to this plan. 

2.4 Building Recording 

A RCHME Level I survey was undertaken on all significant buildings affected by 
the proposed redevelopment of the study area. This work resulted in the 
production of a location plan at 1:500 scale, combined with a brief written 
description of each structure, and photographs of all accessible faces. An attempt 
was made to date each structure, and an assessment of its archaeological 
importance and potential was made. Later buildings within the area were accessed 
to investigate the possibility of earlier fabric within them. 

2.5 Trial trenching 

A limited programme of trial trenching was undertaken within the proposed 
redevelopment site. Its purpose to establish the presence or absence of 
archaeological depos(ts within the study area, and where established to test their 
date, nature, and quality of preservation. Important deposits were left intact and 
the evaluation terminated following consultation with Mr lies, the Lancashire 
Sites and Monuments Record Officer. 

To maximise the speed and efficiency of the operation the majority of the work 
including the removal of· the overburden was undertaken using a mechanical 
excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. operating under strict 
archaeological supervision. All significant archaeological deposits were excavated 
manually. All trenches were excavated in a stratigraphic manner, and were tied in 
to the site plan. Levels were obtained from spot heights shown on the plan 
provided by C. H. W. Carnan. The trial trenches were backfilled at the end of each 
day and the land reinstated to a safe condition. 

The results of the fieldwork were recorded using a paper system adapted from that 
used by the Central Archaeology Service of English Heritage. The archive 
incorporates context, finds. and survey pro-forma sheets, as well as accurately 
scaled plans and sections. and monochrome and colour photographs. Artefacts 
recovered from the trial trenches were handled and stored according to standard 
practice (following current institute of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to 
minimise deterioration. On-site assessment of the deposits suggested that it was 
not necessary to obtain environmental samples. 

2.5 Health and safety 
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Both Lancaster University and LUAU maintain Safety Policies, the latter based on 
the SCAUM (Standing Conference of Unit Managers) Health and Safety Manual 
( 1991 ). In keeping with current Health and Safety at Work Regulations, prior to 
commencing on-site work a risk assessment for each activity was completed. 
Before excavation commenced, information from the proper statutory bodies was 
consulted to obtain the location of all underground and overhead services. The 
position of all trenches was also scanned for underground cables using a U-scan 
cable detection device. 
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3. TOPOGRAPHIC AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

3.1 Geology and topography 

Kirkham lies in the southern part of the Fylde. some 12km east of the coast at 
Blackpool. and 5km north of the lower reaches of the river Ribble, where the Dow 
Brook runs into it at Naze Mount. marking the lowest fording point. The present 
town is located on a low ridge of glacial moraine which runs westwards across the 
Fylde peninsula from Preston. and terminates in low sea cliffs at Blackpool. 
Kirkham in fact marks the highest point on this ridge at 30.8m OD and thus 
commands considerable views over an extremely low-lying area. 

Most of the coastal development to the west is of late date, associated with the 
growth of Blackpool as a seaside resort in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century, and there is little doubt that, prior to that development, much of the area 
was wetland or only recently drained. To the east the land rises gently and is 
markedly drier. South of the Ribble estuary, West Lancashire is, again, low-lying 
and wet, with extensive wetlands most of which remained undrained until the 
eighteenth century (Middleton et a/1995). 

The present site is located on the western side of Kirkham, to the north of Poulton 
Street, and extends from Birley Street to just south of Langton Road. The land 
slopes generally to the west and north. The solid geology below the site and 
surrounding area consists of Permo-Triassic Keuper Marls (Ordnance 
Survey/Geol Survey 1958). Whilst the drift geology comprises predominantly, 
boulder clay. with areas of sands and gravels to the east of the town and in 
Wesham to the west (Ordnance Survey/Geol Survey 1950; Price et a/1963, 83-6). 

As is normal for urban areas. the soils below Kirkham are undifferentiated on the 
available maps. However. north of the town there is a boundary between Flint 
Association and Salop Association (Lawes Agricultural Trust I 983 ). Flint 
Association (5721, formerly called Salwick Association) comprise mainly 
stagnogleyic argillic brown earths in thick reddish drift. The principal soils are 
fine loam over clay (Ragg et a/ 1984, 200-202). Salop Association consists of 
mainly stagnogley soils with slowly permeable subsoils in reddish drift, mostly 
derived from Permo-Triassic rocks. as here. (Ragg et a/ 1984, 287). The older 
mapping of the area (Hall and Folland 1970. map and 84-90) shows an area of 
Salop Association soils over the north-east part of the tov.n centre. apparently 
over the present site. 

3.2 Historical context 

3.2.1 The prehistoric period 

The North West Wetlands Survey. currently being undertaken by LUAU, and 
funded by English Heritage, has resulted in relatively intensive study of the 
prehistoric and later archaeology and environment of the Fylde (Middleton et al 
1995). This, coupled with the earlier work of Tooley (Tooley 1980) on the marine 
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transgression series at Lytham. has allowed the area to be set within a fairly well
defined prehistoric context. 

The first evidence for the human occupation of the Fylde comes from the late 
Palaeolithic site at Poulton. where an elk skeleton containing barbed bone points 
has been dated to d 0.500 BC (Hallam et a/1973). A Mesolithic site has recently 
been discovered at Peel. to the north of Kirkham (Middleton 1992, Middleton et a/ 
1995). which is thought to have been located adjacent to the. coast during this 
period. Tooley ( 1978) has noted no less than nine changes in sea level around 
Lytham during the last ten thousand years. Neolithic and Early Bronze Age 
settlement is relatively common. and extensive in the Fylde, significant Neolithic 
sites being located at Moss Side and Peel Hall Farm. The Fylde witnessed 
relatively intensive activity during the Bronze Age. with a number of find spots 
and sites recorded. suggesting, as would seem logical, a preferential distribution 
along the major rivers and the ridges of higher ground formed by the boulder clay, 
which was laid down as a result of the last glaciation. It is certain that, by the 
Bronze Age, such ridges were thickly wooded and surrounded by established and 
growing peat bogs. Mosses at Lytham and Marton Mere Jay close to the ridge on 
which Kirkham was built. Intensive arable exploitation appears to have come late 
to the area. with some clearance but little cereal cultivation before the late Iron 
Age/Roman period. suggesting a bleak. and rather wet, possibly hostile landscape. 
Presumably the wet! and resource was extensively exploited at all periods, and the 
persistence of evidence for clearance without significant cereal cultivation might 
suggest a general reliance on a shifting pastoralist regime, including sheep 
(Huckerby 1992). until a relatively late date. 

Further to the north, across the river Wyre, there is evidence for a prehistoric 
trackway Kate's Pad (Middleton 1992) suggesting that in the Fylde, as elsewhere, 
prehistoric groups travelled relatively freely through wetland areas. Such a 
trackway may have existed closer to Kirkham, along the line of the putative 
Roman road known as Dane's Pad, although successive attempts to confirm or 
discredit this trackway have led to some confusion (Middleton et a/1995, 90). 

The later prehistoric period in this region appears to have been one of marked 
climatic and environmental decline closely associated with two episodes of marine 
transgression (Lytham VIII and IX. Tooley 1980). during which sea level rose 
significantly. Although to a degree cancelled by isostatic recovery, Tooley has 
suggested that, during the Roman period, the Mean High Water Mark at Lytham 
rose by +4.5m. approximately lm higher than present Mean High Water Spring 
Tides (Tooley 1980). Such a rise must have significantly altered the aspect of such 
a low-lying area. and may well have meant that Kirkham was significantly closer 
to the Ribble estuary raising the possibility of direct access from the sea. 

It is thought that the climatic deterioration may ha\'e led to a significant reduction 
in the density of settlement and the potential for the generation of wealth amongst 
remaining groups in the region. Iron Age sites and even chance finds, in North 
Lancashire are, indeed, conspicuous by their absence, although 
palaeoenvironmental investigations clearly indicate land clearance and the 
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beginnings of cereal cultivation on the Fylde during this period (Middleton et a/ 
1995. 206). It is suggested that the drive towards social change. fuelled by 
pressure on land and the need to accumulate wealth. which characterised the Iron 
Age elsewhere. was c!Tectively atrophied by the adverse conditions. Thus it is 
likely that when the Romans arrived at Kirkham. there was little. if any, nucleated 
settlement. 

There are no known prehistoric sites in the immediate vicinity of Poulton Street. 

3.2.2 The Roman period 

The presence of a Roman fort at Kirkham has long been postulated on the basis of 
numerous casual finds and reports. A series of unpublished amateur excavations in 
the ·1950's and 1960's identified probable Roman features on both sides of the 
present A584 in the vicinity of Windmill Hill, while excavations at Dowbridge 
Close in 1994 by LUAU (Buxton and Howard-Davis forthcoming) confirmed the 
supposition of a series of significant Roman military installations in the Carr Hill 
area. 

Prior to the 1994 excavations little was known of the chronology or the layout of 
the Roman fort at Kirkham. Its existence was first deduced by Edward Baines 
(Baines 1824; Harland 1870) on the basis of a number of finds in the vicinity. 
Later authors and further finds reinforced his conclusions; Thornber, in 1840, 
quotes a local schoolmaster's description of a 'square fortress' of 'massy chiselled 
red sandstone' at Carr Hill (Singleton 1980) and presents evidence for burials on 
the west bank of the Dow Brook. A tombstone of'cavalryman and barbarian' type 
was seen and destroyed when the parish church was rebuilt in 1844. 

In the 1950s and 1960s pottery, leather, and other objects were noted by local 
enthusiasts in the area of Pennine View and Myrtle Drive. Evidence from earlier 
excavations is, however, sadly incomplete (Ben Edwards pers. comm.). In 1928 
Burrows investigated a length of Roman road by the Dow Brook, and found, 
along with the road. a spring 'with many small fragments of waterworn pottery 
dating from the first and second centuries AD' and what he described as the 
western abutment of a Roman bridge across the river. In 1938 building works near 
South Farm produced Roman material. subsequently identified by Professor Eric 
Birley as first to third century AD (Singleton !980). The clay and turf rampart 
observed during the construction of RAF married quarters in the 1950s fired local 
interest, and a local society was formed. which excavated intermittently from 1957 
to 1964 under the direction of E. Pickering. Sadly. although some of the drawings, 
some summary reports. and some pottery. survive, the work was never fully 

_written .up and the excavator. is now dead. His notes do not survive, but it seems_ 
that amongst other fe:ltures. he excavated a substantial defensive ditch with 
cobbled berm. running north-south. and the remnant of the sandstone revelments 
of the second century fort. 

The excavations at Dowbridge Close in 1994 confirmed Roman military activity 
at Kirkham, and revealed at least three major phases of occupation (Buxton and 
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Howard-Davis forthcoming). The earliest Roman activity appears to be 
represented by a series of three temporary camps. defined by relatively 
insubstantial military ditches. which appear superimposed and re-cut. It is 
suggested none of these successive camps was in use for an extended period, 
although the presence of some internal features might suggest that some periods 
of occupation were long enough to warrant semi-permanent structures. The 
erection. on the apex of the hill. of a small ditched and defended "fortlet" 
enclosing what may have been a tower. may also be associated with the latter of 
these temporary camps. 

Finds evidence. ceramics and coin (Mills forthcoming, Hird forthcoming, and 
Shotter forthcoming). suggests that. unljke_ a n_tupber of _other forts in the_ Nord1 

- -- - "Wesf (e.g. Ribchester and- Carlisle) now thought to be pre-Agricolan, Agricola 
does appear to have been responsible for the establishment of the Roman base at 
Kirkham. It is suggested that these tirst forts or marching camps were established 
to accommodate troops landed from the sea. on their way to join the main armies 
of Agricola's northern campaigns of AD 79. If, as seems probable, Kirkham 
provided a convenient sea landing, about a day's sail from the Dee (T Strickland 
pers. comm. ), for the transhipment of goods and troops inland, via the Ribble to 
Ribchester, but had little other strategic value, it would have seemed most sensible 
to erect a defended fortlet and signalling station, with only a small permanent 
garrison, and simply to re-build. or refurbish temporary camps as troop movement 
dictated. Its proximity to the estuary might well suggest that the fortlet also served 
as a lighthouse or beacon. 

The final major phase of Roman activity at Kirkham appears to have been the 
erection and use of a large red sandstone fort, in the early second century. The 
recent excavations (Buxton and Howard-Davis. forthcoming) suggest that quite 
large parts of the immediate surrounds were cobbled. creating an effective cordon 
sanitaire around the fort (seen also at Ribchester) keeping civilian activity at a 
distance as well as providing an area for military manoeuvres and/or a 
marketplace. Kirkham was closely linked physically (by road and river) with the 
industrial Roman site at Walton-le-Dale (Gibbons et a! forthcoming) and the 
cavalry fort at Ribchester. The road, which ran along the northern side of the 
Ribble may well have been closer to the line of the river at that time. Evidence 
from Ribchester (Buxton and Howard-Davis forthcoming) suggests that activity at 
the two forts may have been closely related. and certainly when the road from 
Kirkham to Ribchester fell out of use, apparently in the later second century, 
presumably when the fort at Kirkham was abandoned. the extramural buildings 
which had grown up alongside it at Ribchester fell into swift decline. as if their 
existence had been reliant on trade or communication between the two forts. 

- - - - -
It has also been suggested that the fort at Kirkham was intended to control a route 
across the Fylde (no road is known) to the elusive Portus Setantiorum mentioned 
by Ptolemy and thought to lie in the lower reaches of the Wyre. somewhere near 
Fleetwood. It might, however, be argued that such a line of communication would 
have been unnecessary if Kirkham itself had easy access to the sea (Middleton et 
a! 1995, 297). The relative ease and speed of sea-borne transport would have 
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made trade and military supply more effective by sea. in a series of short coastal 
journeys between Chester. Kirkharn. and Lancaster. By extension, since nothing 
appears to link Fleetwood to the network of known Roman roads. and the lack of 
Roman finds from Over Wyre has always seemed anomalous if the mouth of the 
Wyre accommodated a Roman port. even if. as suggested. the port now lies under 
water. it is possible to suggest that Kirkharn is a more likely location for Portus 
Serantiorum. Such an idea is not a particularly new one, although it has received 
little promotion. Whitaker writing in 1773 making the following statements 
' ... twenty tive miles to the norther (sic) of the Mersey can carry us only to one 
place convenient for an harbour. the mouth of the Ribble .. .' (175); ' ... there then 
Ptolemy has fixed the harbour' ( 176); and ' ... from this name of the Ribble-mouth, 
Porrus Sijizmliorum the estuary appears to have been employed by the Romans as 
an harbour for their vessels' ( 177). 

Such a relocation would allow Kirkharn, with Chester and Lancaster to the south 
and north. to be seen in parallel. as ports close to the mouths of rivers which form 
the basis of significant communications' routes, and which were guarded by forts 
at crossing points. 

Nothing of Roman date has previously been identified within the proposed 
development site. but the proximity of the fort at Dowbridge perhaps suggests a 
Roman presence within the town. The Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record 
documents that a Roman coinhoard (LSMR PRN 1368) contained in a Sarnian 
olla. possibly deposited cAD 235, was found in 1853 while constructing a path 
between Poulton Street and Marsden Street. just south of the study area. An east
west aligned Roman road (LSMR PRN 6430) extended from Ribchester westward 
via Kirkharn to Poulton-le-Fylde. It has been postulated that this road may follow 
the line of present day Poulton Street, although no trace of this road has 
previously been identified in this part of the town. 

2.2.3 The medieval period 

The immediate post-Roman period in Kirkham is very poorly documented. In 
I 066. the whole of the parish was part of the fee of Earl Tostig (Farrer and 
Brown bill I, 288a). and in Domesday Book in I 086 the settlement is listed as 
Chicheham. The name Kirkham may be a Norse corruption of the Anglo-Saxon 
Ciric-ham meaning "Church-settlement'. Singleton (1980) relates the tradition that 
the earliest church was on the site of Carr Hill. and built from the ruins of the 
Roman fort. but there is no physical evidence for this. 

In I 093 Sheriff Godfrey granted the manor and church to Shrewsbury Abbey 
.. (Farrer and Brownbill 7. ·150). In -1~81 the lordship· of the manor, with the 

advowson of the Church of St Michael (LSMR PR.i'l 1363) were conferred on 
Vale Royal Abbey. near Northwich. by Edward I (Whitaker 1823. 2, 425; Porter 
1876. 37~-3: Baines. ed Croston 5. 358). It was during this periiod that the 
settlement of Kirkham probably developed into a town. In 1296 King Edward 
granted a charter to Waiter abbot of Vale Royal empowering him to have a free 
borough in the manor of Kirkham (Farrer and Brownbill 1912). 
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At the dissolution of the monasteries. Henry VIII transferred them to Christ 
Church. who leased the land to the Cliftons of Lytham as fee farmers (Fishwick 
1874, 25: Farrer and Brown bill 7. 151 ). The manor and part of the land were sold 
to Thomas Langton Birley in 1871 ( Farrer and Brownbill 7. !51). 

Apart from the church, the best documented medieval features of the town are the 
burgage plots and four mills (t\vo windmills. a horse commill. and a watermill), 
all but one of which appear to have fourteenth century or earlier origins. The horse 
commill (LSMR PRN I 371) lay on Preston Street. cJOOm east of the present site 
and is tirst mentioned in 1337. it appears to have changed use by 1779, being 
referred to in a deed as 'a dwellinghouse, formerly a horse mill, ... at the time used 
as an inn. called the Black Bull' (Shaw 1950, 306). The earlier windmill (LSMR 
PRN 1372), variously known as 'Carr Hill Mill', 'Mill Hill', 'Glebe Mill' or 
'Kirkharn Mill' (Shaw 1950, 306-1 0; Simmons 1977, 65) lay some distance to the 
east of the site and was already in need of rebuilding in 1337, when it was let to 
one John Wadder. This mill, referred to as the 'Old Mill' on the Ordna.rJc_e Surv~y 
map of 1848, remained i-n use Until at least-the mid nineteenth century, and has 
now been converted to residential use. 

The site of Kirkharn 's water mill (LSMR PRN 1379) is doubtful, and there is no 
record of its existence after 1332. following litigation. Shaw (1950. 305-6) argues 
that the Skipboume in Town End is the only brook in the town that could produce 
sufficient gradient to power such a water mill, and the LSMR suggests that the 
most likely site for the mill would be in the triangle of land bordered by Town 
End, Station Road and Mill Street. There is no documentary confirmation of its 
location. 

The other windmill. in Thomton's Tenement, which Shaw (1935, 107; 1950, 310) 
calls the Skillicoms mill. lay immediately adjacent to the development site, in 
Station Road (formerly Wrangway). This is first recorded in 1442, but was 
removed and rebuilt in Salwick in the early seventeenth century. The tower mill 
marked by Yates (1786) as 'New Mill' and by the Ordnance Survey (1848) as 
'Old Mill' (LSMR PRN 20001) was built in the late eighteenth century, on or 
very near the site of the Skillicom mill. according to Shaw, but went out of use 
early in the nineteenth century. lt is shown in the tithe apportionment as a cottage 
and outbuildings. and according to Shaw was used as a pot store in 1850. 
Simmons ( 1977, 68) quotes Alien Clark, author of Windmill Land, as saying that 
it was used as a school about 1860. but this has not been confirmed from other 
sources. It was demolished in or shortly before 1893. and does not appear on the 
tirst edition 25" Ordnance Survey map of that year. it is not clear whether there 
were ancillary buildings attached to this late mill. 

Shaw ( 1950. 318-9) confirms that. as was common practice. the total chief rent for 
Kirkharn's burgage plots was 40/- per annum, in theory 40 burgesses, each paying 
1/-. This remained constant from the earliest surviving list (1509) until the last 
returns were made in 183!. However, the size of the burgage plots varied within 
the town. as did the amount of arable land appended to the burgage. Following 
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enclosure of the township's common in the sixteenth century, this latter comprised 
a total of 280 acres. The number of burgesses also varied, with the amalgamation 
and division of plots (28 in 1509; the same in 1684; 43 in 1831 ). In 1604 there 
were 40. plus six formerly belonging to the Chantry of Our Lady. which passed to 
the Crovm at the Dissolution. Shaw records that the burgage depth on the north 
side of Poulton Street was 230 feet. but south of Poulton Street and Preston Street 
only 180 feet. The width of the street frontage appears to have varied, perhaps to 
compensate for this. Two examples of burgage plots north of Poulton Street are 
given. In 1751 Thomas Clifton conveyed a burgage with a street frontage of 111 
feet, and two roods and two perches in area. comprising five dwellinghouses, a 
garden. and a croft. In 1752 a burgage had a street frontage of 106 feet, and this 
comprised a building of seven bays at the front and two at the rear, with one rood 
and 16 perches of garden and croft. A Birley map in the LRO (DDD 352), dated 
1843 with amendments of 1848, shows the north ends of the burgage plots. two 
possible alleyways leading between burgage plots from Poulton Street 
northwards. and the mill stream complex. There is no documentary or 
cartographic mention of the present day earthwork ridges lying within the burgage 
plots north ofPoulton Street. 

2.2.4 Post-medieval period (Fig 3) 

Several cart~graphic sources illust,ate the study area in the post-medieval period. 
The Kirkham Tithe award of 183 7 was the earliest large-scale plan identified (Fig 
3), and various editions of the 25" Ordnance Survey map document changes in the 
townscape within the study area after this date. 

Pou/ton Street 
The Kirkham tithe map of 1837 illustrates properties fronting the north side of 
Poulton Street with burgage plots to their rear. At least two properties appear to 
have been set back from the street frontage but do not appear to impinge on the 
study area. Mill Street and Church Street are clearly depicted on this plan, 
although Bir!ey Street is not in existence at this date. Cartographic evidence 
suggests that Birley Street was constructed between 1848 and 1893. The general 
layout of Pou!ton Street and the burgages to the north does not change 
dramatically through time. although minor adjustments to the property boundaries 
and street frontage do occur. Perhaps the most notable of these is the construction 
of the United Reformed Church cl897 (church warden pers. comrn.), which was 
built on the site of the former Bowling Green Inn (Shaw 1950). 

Mill Street 
A flax mill (LSMR PR.J"i 6430) was constructed in the later part of the eighteenth 
century at the northern end of Mill Street, north of its junction with Barnfields, by 
Birley and Langton (see Fig 3). This mill was greatly extended during the 
nineteenth century: In !825 the mill was powered by a 45 horse power steam 
engine. It employed 1600 people in 1876. and was adapted for cotton-waste 
spinning in 1917. The 1837 tithe map ( LRO DRB 1/119; Singleton !977, 78-9) 
illustrates the mill, which had a range of buildings around a square with a 
reservoir in the middle. Three reservoirs also lay in the area south of Barnfields. 
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The group of buildings (LSMR PRN 6644) built by Langton Birley and Co, or 
more likely its later incarnation as John Birley and Sons, are clearly visible on the 
1837 tithe map fronting Mill Street, although the street and buildings are not 
shown on Yates' ( 1786) map. The 1837 tithe map depicts a brook which ran 
behind and parallel to the properties on the west side of Mill Street, prior to 
crossing it and running northwards towards the mill. According to Singleton 
(Singleton !977, 78-9) the buildings on the north side of the dog-leg in the stream 
comprised a weaving shed on the west side of Mill Street and a bowkhouse or 
bleaching shed on the east side. The buildings on the east side of Mill Lane, to the 
south of the dog-leg, comprised warehouses, weaving sheds, and cottages, and the 
west side of the street appears to have been devoted to workers' cottages. 

The 1893 and 1911 25" Ordnance Survey maps clearly depict what appears to 
· represent terraced workers' housing on both sides of Mill Street. Lodge House is 
illustrated on these maps, and the brook which ran adjacent to Mill Street has been 
culveted. The 1932 25" Ordnance Survey map indicates that the terrace of 
housing on the west side of Mill Street had been demolished by this date, and the 
1938 map Clearly shows that the present 5, 7, 9, and I I Mill Street had been 
constructed by this date as had the hall to the north of these properties. The mill 
closed in 1972 and the site was re-developed for housing (Ashmore 1982, 207). 
The buildings on the east side of Mill Street were demolished by 1977 
(Ran1sbottom 1977, 18). 
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4. THE SURVEY 

4.1 Topographic Survey {Fig 2) 

The developers had already commissioned an accurate survey of the study area, a 
digital copy of this survey kindly being provided by Mr lan Lang of C. H. W. 
Carnan. and was loaded into the LUAU FastCAD package. This provided an 
accurate base plan of the site. Additional archaeological detail and the location of 
the trial trenches was recorded using LUAU survey equipment. The data 
generated from this fieldwork was processed and loaded into FastCAD, and was 
superimposed on to the ground plan (Fig 2). 

A preliminary walk-over survey revealed two substantial artificial north-south 
earthwork ridges within the gardens behind Poulton Street. These ridges were 
aligned along property divisions, and were investigated further during the trial 
trenching programme. 

4.2 Building Recording (Fig 2) 

A rapid RCHME Level I survey of all buildings affected by the proposed 
redevelopment of the site was undertaken in the week beginning 25th March 
1996. Eight standing buildings were identified within the proposed redevelopment 
area. all concentrated in the western portion of the site close to Mill Lane. These 
buildings were lettered A to H and their positions have been labelled on figure 2. 

4.2.1 Building A 
This comprised a small rectangular. two storey multiphase brick garage/small 
warehouse located in a yard behind 98-110 Poulton Street, west of Mill Lane. The 
building was c8m high and had a gently pitched slate roof with upstanding ridge 
tiles along its apex. Its eastern elevation had been totally rendered, as had the 
upper eastern portion of its southern gable. Two building phases were recognised 
within this gable. Its eastern portion is earlier in date and appeared to be identical 
in form to the eastern portion of the northern gable of Building D, located c5m to 
its south. suggesting that both Buildings A and D incorporated the fabric of an 
earlier structure which was located between them and has since been demolished. 
The remainder of the southern gable of Building A and its west elevation and 
northern gable appeared to be of one build. 

The ground floor of this structure has large double doors on its eastern elevation, 
and a door within its western elevation. A door is located within the first floor of 
its southern gable and was perhaps designed to gain access onto/into the now 
demolished building to· its immediate east. A small window is located on the first 
floor of its western elevation. All of the doors and windows in this structure have 
wooden supporting lintels. 
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This structure is illustrated on the 1893 25" Ordnance Survey map, and a building 
is located on the 183 7 Kirkham tithe map in this location, although it is 
conceivable that this relates to an earlier building. 

4.1.1 Building 8 
This is a small single storey rectangular brick-built workshop/brewhouse located 
in a yard behind 98-110 Poulton Street. west of Mill Lane. lt was only possible to 
view the north, west, and south, elevations of this structure. The building is c3m 
high and has a gently pitched slate roof which slopes to the east and west. The 
structure appears to be of one phase although a brick built lean-to we 
incorporated onto its northern gable may be a later addition. This building was 
almost certainly originally connected to the back of the properties which front 
Poulton Street although its southern end has been demolished, severing any 
potential structural relationship. A door and small window are located within the 
western elevation of this building and a large c5m tall rectangular chimney, 
measuring c0.80m x 0.40m. protrudes out of the southern end of the roof apex 
suggesting that the structure originally functioned as a small 
workshop/brewhouse. 

A small brick porch is attached to the northern part of the eastern elevation of this 
structure, also attached to Building D to form a small courtyard to the south. This 
porch appears to be roughly contemporary with Building D and has a pitched tiled 
roof which slopes to the north and south. 

The 1837 Kirkham tithe map appears to show Building B connected to the back of 
the property that fronts Town End. The 1893 25" Ordnance Survey map labels the 
building fronting Town End as an Inn. The small brick porch attached to the 
eastern elevation of the building is not visible on the tithe map but is illustrated on 
the Ordnance Survey map of 1893 as is Building D. 

4.1.3 Building C 
This is a small wooden rectangular kiosk located directly behind 98 Poulton 
Street. and it fronts Mill Lane. The kiosk measures c4m x 4m and has a felt
covered roof which slopes gently to the west. The eastern elevation of the kiosk 
incorporates a door and boarded up window. This building is first illustrated on 
the 1932 25" Ordnance Survey map and is not archaeologically significant. 

4.1.4 Building D 
This is a relatively large single storey rectangular workshop/warehouse of brick 
construction located in the yard behind 98-110 Poulton Road. to the west of Mill 
Street. It was only possible to view the north and east elevations of this building. 
The structure stands to a height of c9m and has a corrugated asbestos covered roof 
which is gently pitched to the east and west and incorporates opaque skylights .A 
door exists on the western side of the north gable. and this is supported by a 
concrete lintel. Its eastern elevation is entirely rendered, whilst its northern gable 
appears to be of at least two phases, and was similar in form to the southern gable 
of Building A. With the exception of the eastern portion of the northern gable of 
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Building D. which was clearly earlier. the remainder of the structure appeared to 
be of later date. 

A small building is located on the site of structure D on the 1837 Kirkham tithe 
map. perhaps representing the first phase of Building D. The complete ground 
plan of Building D (as it exists today) is clearly illustrated on the 1893 25" 
Ordnance Survey map. This building is not thought to be archaeologically 
significant. 

4.2.5 Building E 
A very large (c20m long, 12m wide) two-storey rectangular Sunday School butts 
the north wall of the United Reformed Church. This building is of one phase and 
has a pitched tiled roof which slopes to the east and west. The school is 
constructed out of smooth red bricks with occasional use of stone for decorative 
features. Its east and west elevations comprise five large windows on each floor 
interspersed with narrow decorative brick buttresses. A large door replaces the 
central window on the western side of the structure. The windows on the upper 
tloot are arched and the sills and lintels are formed out of brickwork. A large 
decorative copper spire extends upwards from the roof apex. This measures elm 
in width and extends to a height of 2m. The northern gable of the building is 
formed out of smooth bricks and has no windows or doors within it. A small cellar 
was located within the southern portion of this building. 

This building was constructed around 1914, and post-dates the construction of the 
church which was built in 1897 (church warden pers. comm.). Building E was 
first illustrated on the 25" 1932 Ordnance Survey map. 

4.2.6 Structure F 

Structure F refers to the terrace which fronts the northern side ofPoulton Street, to 
the east of Mill Lane. 

Numbers 86 and 88 Poulton Street appear to relate to the same building phase and 
comprise two-storey brick dwellings with shops to the front. These buildings have 
slate-covered roofs which pitch to the north and south. A chimney stack is visible 
at the roof ridge adjacent to the east wall of 86 Poulton Street. Number 86 Poulton 
Street has a polygonal bay window within its southern elevation, with an east-west 
pitched slate roof. A later twentieth century porch appears to have been added to 
the south elevation to the west of this window. The architectural style of these 
buildings suggests that they date to the first half of the twentieth century. 

Numbers 92 and 94 Poulton Street comprise two-storey brick buildings whose 
lower floors are devoted to retail outlets. with dwellings above. These buildings 
represent a single phase of construction. They have a tiled roof which slopes to the 
north and south. Number 94 Poulton Street incorporates a dormer window on its 
northern side. The architectural style of these structures suggests that they date to 
the late 1950s or 1960s. 
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The present terrace is not depicted on the 1938 25" Ordnance Survey map 
indicating that its construction post-dates this. This terrace is not considered to be 
archaeologically significant. 

4.2.7 Building G 
Building G relates to the terrace of dwellings located on the north-east side of Mill 
Street. Numbers 5, 7, 9 and 11 Mill Street comprise two-storeyed terraced houses 
of brick construction with slate roofs which pitch to the east and west. They 
appear to represent a single phase of construction. Cartographic evidence suggests 
that they were constructed between 1932 and 1938. This terrace is not considered 
to be archaeologically significant. 

4.2. 8 Building H 
Building H is situated at the northern end of Mill Street and is presently named 
Lodge House. This building comprises a low two-storey dwelling with an eastern 
and western wing giving it an H -shaped ground plan. The building has steep 
pitched roofs with low eaves and ornamental wooden barge boards. The building 
is entirely covered- in Tyro lean render making it impossible to detertnine its 
underlying fabric. [t has rectangular mullioned windows, with ornamental quoins 
positioned midway up each jamb. A stone lintel across the door in its southern 
elevation suggests that its eastern wing may be of later date. 

A structure is visible on the site of Lodge House on the 1837 Kirkham tithe map, 
although its ground plan differs to the structure visible today. Singleton (I 977) 
suggests the building illustrated on the tithe map was a bowkhouse (a building 
used for bleaching fabric) associated with the Birley linen mill. Lodge House is 
clearly visible in its present fortn on the 1893 25" Ordnance Survey map. 
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5. THE TRIAL TRENCHING 

Trial trenching was undertaken in the week beginning 1st April 1996. A total of 
six trenches was excavated. and these ranged from between 6m and 23m in length. 
All were dug using a 13 tonne tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m 
toothless bucket. 

Access restrictions and health and safety considerations meant that it was only 
possible to excavate one trench (Trench 1) in the eastern area of the proposed 
redevelopment. The remainder of the trenches (Trenches 2-6) were all located on 
the higher ground to the west of Mill Street. within the gardens associated with the 
properties which front Poulton Street. The position of the trial trenches is shown 
on figure 2. Context numbers in the following text are shown in parentheses [ ]. 

5.1 Trench I 

Trench I was 6m long, sited in a yard to the west of Mill Street, behind the 
properties that front Town End. Subsoil [4] comprised orange/brown clay, located 
0.30m below the present ground surface. It was sealed in the east of the trench by 
[3) a thin, 0.05m deep, horizon of black friable clay loam, which produced post
medieval pottery sherds. Three service trenches [6], [8), and [10). aligned roughly 
north-south. cut subsoil [4). The easternmost trench. [8), also cut layer [3). A 
cobble surface [2] extended from the eastern end of the trench a distance of 
I. 90m. The cobbles ranged from between 0.05m and 0.!5m in diameter, and 
sealed layer [3). and also partially sealed service trench [8]. Topsoil [I] was O.!Om 
deep and sealed cobbles [2], service trenches [6], [8], and [10], and subsoil [4]. 

This trench contained no significant archaeological deposits. The subsoil in this 
area of the site was sealed by a shallow depth (0.30m deep) of post-medieval 
build up. 

5.2 Trench 2 

Trench 2 was ·l8m long, aligned roughly east-west. It was designed to examine a 
large c2m high north-south ridge which clearly formed a property division. and 
sloped from east to west. In the west of the trench the orange brown clay subsoil 
[ l 7] was encountered at a depth of l.l Om below the ground surface. This was 
sealed by [15], a light grey brown sandy clay loam. Layer [15] was between 
0.65m and I m deep. and appeared to represent garden soil: it contained post
medieval pottery sherds and brick fragments. Large pit [ !9] had relatively steep 
sides and a rounded base. measured at least 2.50m in diameter, and cut layer [15] 
in the extreme west of the trench. Two large features ([13] and [!6]) cut horizon 
[ !5) in the eastern half of the trench. These features had similar profiles to pit 
[ 19). were c2.30m wide and 0. 70m deep. and were tilled with what appeared to 
represent redeposited clay subsoil. Feature [ !3] was sealed in part by a shallow, 
c0.20m deep and cl.60m long, band of sterile orange/brown clay [12]. 
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Subsoil [17] was not recorded within the eastern portion of the trench below the 
earthwork. Here. a thick deposit. at least 1 m deep. of light orangey-grey sandy 
clay loam [ 14] was recorded. Horizon [ 14] was similar in character and 
stratigraphic position to soil [15], but separated from it by feature [13]. Layer [14] 
contained post-medieval pottery sherds and stone and brick rubble and appeared 
to form the lower layer within the earthwork bank. It was partially sealed by a 
shallow lens of orange brown clay [ 12], which probably represents redeposited 
natural subsoil. Garden soil [I!] formed the uppermost layer within the trench and 
in the west this horizon was c0.40m deep. It became markedly thicker in the east, 
up to I m deep. where it formed the uppermost horizon within the earthwork. Soil 
[ 11] produced post-medieval pottery sherds and glass and brick fragments. It was 
cut in the west by a small shallow pit c 1.40m long and 0.20m wide, which was 
filled with orange sandy clay [18]. 

No significant archaeological deposits were encountered within Trench 2, 
although it should be noted that the subsoil was not recorded in the easterrunost 
3.50m of the trench. due to its depth. It is possible that archaeological deposits 

-may survive in-situ in this area below deposit [14]. The stratigraphy within the 
trench suggests that the north-south bank is formed by a deepening of the post
medieval deposits in this area. 

5.3 Trench 3 

Trench 3 was sited on flat ground, to the east of Trench 2, was 23m long, and was 
aligned roughly north-south. In the south of the trench the orange brown clay 
subsoil [23] was located c0.40m below the present day ground surface. However 
this horizon began to dip gently to the north 13m, from the south end of the 
trench. Redeposited subsoil layer [24] was 0.30m thick and sealed the subsoil in 
this area. This horizon also dipped gently to the north. It tapered to the south and 
terminated c 11 m from the south end of the trench. It was overlain to the north by 
[25] a 0.25m thick orangey-brown sandy clay layer. A small portion of this 
horizon was excavated by hand, between ISm and ISm from the south end of the 
trench. and it produced some medieval and potentially Roman pottery sherds. Like 
layers [23] and [24] it appeared to dip to the north, and continued beyond the base 
of the trench.lt was decided to leave the remainder of this horizon in-situ. 

A total of 12 small and heavily abraded fragments of pottery were recovered from 
layer [25], probably representing five or more vessels. The amount of damage 
strongly suggests that the context from which they derive has been disturbed to 
some degree. 

With the exception of one small fragment which might be Roman. all the material 
can be assigned a general medieval date. with nothing later than the fifteenth 
century. The fragments are too small and badly damaged to date with any 
certainty, but the rim form of the cooking pot and the general appearance of the 
fabrics suggest a twelfth to thirteenth century date. The fragment of a heavily 
reduced green-glazed vessel could well be somewhat later, but the fragment is too 
small for certainty. 
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The possible Roman fragment appears to be badly damaged (possibly burnt) 
Black Burnished Ware I, which appears around AD 120 and has been recovered 
in small quantities from the nearby fort at Dowbridge. Kirkham (Buxton and 
Howard-Davis forthcoming). 

A single. very badly abraded and rolled fragment of mortar was also recovered. It 
is of little significance. 

Layer [25] was sealed to the north by a layer of sterile orange/brown clay [26]. 
Layers (24], (25] and [26] were sealed in the north of the trench by a substantial 
deposit. at least l m deep in places, of light brown sandy clay loam [27]. This 
produced a number of post-medieval artefacts including pottery sherds, clay pipe 
stem fragments and brick fragments. 

In the south of the trench subsoil [23] was overlain by a 0.20m thick horizon of 
grey brown clay loam [22], which contained post-medieval pottery fragments. 
This horizon tapered to the north and terminated c6.50m from the south end of the 
trench. In the extreme south of the trench, (22] was cut by a post-medieval pit 
filled with topsoil. Topsoil [21] was 0.30m deep, extended along the entire length 
of the trench and sealed layers (22], (24] and (27]. Sandy clay loam deposit [20], 
was 0.20m deep, contained modem rubble, and sealed the topsoil in the south of 

· the trench. 

Layer [25] clearly represents a significant archaeological horizon as it contains 
exclusively medieval and possibly Roman pottery sherds, although only a small 
portion of this horizon was excavated. Its southern extent was established in the 
trial trench. but it remains unclear as to precisely how far it extends to the north, 
east and west. although it was not identified in any other trench. 

5.4 Trench 4 

Trench 4 was sited on tlat ground to the west of Trench 3, was !8m long, and was 
aligned north-south. This trench had an almost identical stratigraphic sequence to 
Trench 3. although medieval horizon (25] was not encountered. Subsoil [23], as in 
Trench 3 began to dip to the north c 13m from the south end of the trench, and was 
sealed in this area by a 0.50m thick deposit of what appeared to be redeposited 
subsoil (24]. This layer dipped, like the subsoil. to the north. It was sealed to the 
north by a 0.40m thick deposit of sandy clay loam, [27], which contained post
medieval rubble. This layer tapered to the south and terminated l3.80m from the 
south end of the trench. Layer (27] sealed a subcircular post-medieval pit [28]. 
This pit was c I .20m in diameter. had fairly steeply sloping sides. cut subsoil (23], 
and contained a fragment of clay pipe stem. Topsoil [21] was 0.40m thick and 
sealed layers [23]. (24] and [27]. 

No significant archaeological deposits were recorded within Trench 4, although it 
should be noted that subsoil (23] was not recorded within the northernmost Sm of 
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the trench, and archaeological deposits may survive m this area below the 
substantial depth of post-medieval stratigraphy. 

5.5 Trench 5 

Trench 5 was excavated in a large garden plot, east of Trench 4. 1t was 18m long, 
orientated north-south. 

A substantial deposit of orange/brown mixed sand and clay [30] was recorded 
within the base of the trench. This extended to a depth of at least 1.50m below the 
present ground surface. Layer [30] contained fragments of post-medieval pottery 
and glass. and had clearly been redeposited. Two test pits were excavated into this 
material at the north and south ends of the trench. These revealed that layer [30] 
extended to a depth of 2m below the top of the trench, and sealed sterile sandy 
subsoil (34]. Layer (30] was sealed by a 0.45m deep layer of loamy topsoil [29]. 

The evaluation revealed that the stratigraphy within Trench 5 had been heavily 
disturbed in the post-medieval period, and it is most unlikely that archaeological 
deposits survive within the vicinity of this trench. 

5.6 Trench 6 

Trench 6 was. designed to examine another north-south earthwork bank, which 
partially formed the division between two garden plots. Faint traces of a brick and 
stone retaining wall were visible along parts of the earthwork. Trench 6 was 
positioned close to the northern end of Trench 5, was llm long, and was aligned 
east-west, across the earthwork. 

Subsoil [34] was identified in the eastern end of the trench c0.55m below the 
present ground surface, although it dipped steeply to the west following the 
contours of the earthwork. Horizontal banding within the subsoil suggested that it 
had been removed in the area west of the bank. Here a substantial deposit, at least 
0.60m deep. of mottled orange grey and brown mixed clay and sand [32] sealed 
subsoil (34 J, and appeared to have been cut into its western edge. Layer [32] 
contained post-medieval artefacts and brick fragments and was identical to layer 
(30] in Trench 5. 

In the east of the trench a 0.25m deep horizon of grey brown sandy clay [33] 
sealed subsoil (34], and this contained no artefacts. Topsoil (31] was 0.35m deep, 
and sealed horizons [32], (33] and (34]. 

The stratigr:1phy within Trench 6 suggested that the area to the west of the 
e:1rthwork. i.e. the southern portion of the large garden plot in which Trenches 5 
:1nd 6 were located. had been heavily disturbed in the post-medieval period. The 
ridge appeared to have been caused by the removal of material from its immediate 
west. Trial Trenches 5 and 6 suggest that it is unlikely that significant 
archaeological remains survive in-situ in the northern portion of this plot. 
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6. DISCUSSION 

The desk-based study revealed that the area around Kirkham was probably 
occupied from at least the Bronze Age period onwards. although no evidence of 
prehistoric activity was identified within the study area. Recent excavations by 
LUAU at Dowbridge (Carr Hill). to the south-east of the study area. have revealed 
at least three major phases of Roman occupation. The earliest activity is 
represented by a series of three temporary camps which are thought to have been 
established around the time of Agricola's northern campaigns of AD79. A small 
ditched and defended fortlet existed on the apex of the hill. which appears to have 
been associated with the latest camp. The fortlet enclosed what might have been a 
tower, used possibly as a lighthouse or beacon. The early second century 
witnessed the construction of a large sandstone fort on the site, although this fort 
is thought to have been abandoned in the later second century. The desk-based 
assessment revealed that no Roman activity had been recorded within the study 
area. although a Roman coin hoard (LSMR PRN 1368) was found to its 
immediate south. and it has been postulated. but never proven, that the position of 
the Roman road from Kirkham to Poulton-le-Fylde (LSMR PRN 6430) was 
positioned close to or on the line of present day Poulton Street. 

The immediate post-Roman period in Kirkham. as in most of the North West, is 
very poorly documented. The settlement is listed in Domesday (I 086) as 
Chicheham. although it is not clear when urban attributes developed. The best 
documented medieval features are the burgage plots and mills. Several fossilised 
burgage plots survive in the study area to the rear of the properties fronting 
Poulton Street. The position of Kirkham's water mill (LSMR PRN 13 79) is 
doubtful. and there is no record of its existence after 1332 following litigation. 
The Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record suggests that the most likely site for 
the mill is in the triangle of land bordered by Town End, Station Road, and Mill 
Street. It may therefore be present within the study area. A windmill in Thomton's 
Tenement lay immediately west of the study area close to Station Road. This was 
first recorded in !442 but is thought to have been removed from the site in the 
seventeenth century. A tower mill (LSMR PRN 2000 l) was built on or near to the 
site of the previous mill, just west of the study area. in the late eighteenth century, 
and this is marked on Yates map of 1786. and on the 1848 first edition 6" 
Ordnance Survey map. This mill is thought ro have been demolished in the later 
nineteenth century. 

Cartographic evidence indicates that the plots of land to the rear of Poulton Street 
were not developed in the post-medie\'al period. although minor adjustments to 
property boundaries occurred during this period. Birley Street is not illustrated on 
early town plans. and it appears to have been constructed some time between 1848 
and 1893. A tlax mill (LSMR PRN 66-i-1) was built by Birley and Langton in the 
later eighteenth century at the north o;:nd of Mill Street, north of its junction with 
Bamfields. The properties which fronted Mill Street during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century were associated with this mill and comprised workers' 
housing, warehouses, weaving sheds, and a bowkhouse, or bleaching shed. These 
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buildings were demolished earlier this century to make way for the present car 
parks and housing. Lodge House is thought to lie on the site of the former 
bowkhouse. and may incorporate elements of this structure within its fabric. 

A preliminary walk-over survey revealed two earthwork ridges within the garden 
plots to the rear of Poulton Street. These were aligned north-south. and were 
aligned along plot boundaries. 

Eight standing buildings will be affected by the proposed development. Buildings 
A, B, C and D comprise small workshops and shops to the rear of the properties 
which front Town End. all of nineteenth and twentieth century date. Building F 
relates to the brick terrace constructed on the northern side of Poulton Street, and 
G to the residential terrace constructed on the west side of Mill Street. Both date 
to this century and are not archaeologically significant. Building E relates to the 
large Sunday School attached to the back of the United Reformed Church, built 
around 1914. 

Visual inspection revealed no grave stones within the area of the the United 
Reformed church, but did not establish whether the church had a burial licence, or 
whether burials had always taken place in the municipal cemetery. 

Building H or Lodge House is located at the north end of Mill Street on the east 
side of its junction with Barntields. A structure is marked on the 1837 Kirkharn 
tithe map in this location, although its ground plan does not conform exactly to 
that of the structure visible today. Singleton ( 1977) refers to this as a bowkhouse 
or bleaching shed. The ground plan of the present building is visible on the 1893 
25" Ordnance Survey map. 

The trial trenching programme revealed no significant archaeological stratigraphy 
in the western portion of the site, although it should be noted that access 
restrictions and health and safety considerations meant that it was only possible to 
excavate one small trench (Trench I) in this area. 

Trenches 2 and 6 were designed to examine the two north-south earthwork ridges, 
identified within the walk-over survey within the gardens to the rear of Poulton 
Street. The trenches revealed that the earthworks appear to have been formed 
artificially in the post-medieval period. 

Trenches 3 and 4 revealed no significant intact archaeological stratigraphy within 
the southern area of the gardens, where a thick deposit of disturbed garden soil 
sealed the natural subsoil. It would seem probable that any archaeological 
horizons which existed in this area of the site have been truncated by later 
gardening activity. lt is. however. possible that deep negative archaeological 
features such as pits and/or ditches may still survive in this area cut into the 
subsoil, although none were identified within the confines of the trenches. The 
frequency of such features is likely to increase towards the street frontage. 
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The southern portion of the plot in which Trenches 5 and 6 were excavated was 
heavily disturbed, and provisional documentary research suggests that there may 
have been a large sand pit in this area (Mr M. Banks, 44 Pou!ton Street, pers. 
comm.). Consequently it is unlikely that significant archaeological deposits 
survive within the vicinity of these trenches. 

The stratigraphy within Trenches 3 and 4 suggests that the subsoil dips gently to 
the north towards the rear of the gardens, and to the west in the vicinity of Trench 
2. This dipping of the subsoil probably reflects the original topography of the 
gardens/burgage plots, which appear to have been levelled in the post-medieval 
period. This levelling appears to have been carried out by depositing substantial 
quantities of post-medieval material within the northern portion of the garden 
plots. Trench 3 indicated that some medieval stratigraphy survives within this 
area of the site below the levelling, although its precise extent could not be 
defined accurately due to the depth of post-medieval stratigraphy above it. The 
pottery produced by this archaeological horizon was abraded suggesting that it 
had probably been heavily disturbed, possibly by ploughing or some horticultural 
activity in the medieval period. · 
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7. RECOMMENDATlONS 

LUAU conducts evaluations in accordance with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists' Code of Conduct and best practices. and also in the light of The 
Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage !99! ). Our concern 
must be to protect and preserve archaeological sites wherever possible. and only 
where this is not feasible are destructive techniques advocated. Our aim is to 
recommend the appropriate action which will achieve the recording objective, 
without any waste of resources. 

Lodge House (Building H) displays clear architectural quality and may relate to 
the previously demolished Langton and Birley flax mill constructed in the later 
part of the eighteenth century. The building is presently occupied, and its rendered 
surface made it impossible to examine its building fabric. In consequence it is 
recommended that a more detailed investigation of this structure should take place 
prior to its demolition. A record has been made of the other structures affected by 
the development and it is not considered necessary to undertake further work on 
these buildings. 

The evaluation has demonstrated that medieval and possibly Roman deposits 
survive within the study area, although their precise extent could not be defined 
due to their depth below later horizons. From an archaeological point of view the 
most suitable course of action would be to preserve these archaeological deposits 
in-situ. although it is recognised that such action will probably not be possible 
within the constraints of the development. Following consultation with Mr Iles of 
Lancashire County Council, it is therefore recommended that all archaeological 
deposits affected by the proposed redevelopment of the gardens to the north of 
Poulton Street and west of Mill Lane should first be exposed and their nature and 
extent defined accurately by removing the post-medieval overburden 
mechanically under strict archaeological supervision. After this stage of the work 
has been completed. if proven necessary, manual excavation under controlled 
archaeological supervision may be required, to examine and record all deposits 
affected by the development. 
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Land to the Rear of Poulton Street, Kirkham 
Brief for an Archaeological Evaluation 

I Introduction 

1.1 During the planning of a development to the north of Pouiton Street, Kirkharn, the 
Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy (LUHPC) was approached to 
provide an archaeological appraisal of the site. 

1.2 The results of this appraisal. which was limited to information readily available to 
LUHPC. indicated that there is sufficient archaeological potential within the vicinity of 
the proposed development site to require that archaeology be regarded as a material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications there. Following the 
procedures in Planning Policy Guidance Note 16, Archaeology and Planning, (DoE 
November 1990) LUHPC recommended that a further phase of archaeological work be 
undertaken. so that the actual archaeological significance of the site could be determined 
and informed decisions reached. 

1.3 As a consequence LUHPC was again approached, and requested to provide a brief for the 
next phase of archaeological work. The brief is not to be altered without the express 
permission of the County Archaeological Curator. 

2 The Site 

2.1 The site is located on the western side of Kirkharn. to the north of Poulton Road, and 
extends from Birley Street to just south of Langton Road, approx. National Grid 
Reference SO 424322 (Plan I). The land slopes generally to the west and north, and is 
founded on glacial Boulder Clay deposits. over T riassic rocks of the Keuper Mar! group. 

2.2 Most of the site is currently empty. but it does include a number of buildings at Town 
End. numbers 5. 7. 9. and 11 Mill Street. numbers 86, 88. 90 and 92 Pou1ton Road and a 
portion of the Sunday School attached to the rear of the Congregational Chapel. along 
v.'ith various outbuildings. etc. 

3. Existing Archaeological Information 

3.1 Specific Sites 

3 .1.1 Little formal archaeolocicai work has been undertaken in the immediate area of the site, 
the closest such work being the excavation of the Roman site at Dowbridge. There are. 
however. a number of archaeological sites in the immediate vicinity of the site listed on 
the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). These range from a Roman 
coinhoard from Kirkgate. to a sandpit shov.n on the OS 1st edition map (Appendix 2). 

-I-
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Of those sites listed in the SMR. only site 6644 falls directly within the development 
area. This is the site of a warehouse and workers housing on Mill Street. The terraced 
housing was reputedly erected by the firm of Langton. Birley & Co .. who owned the 
adjacent mill. for their workers. A history of the Langton family in the later 18th century 
(Wilkinson. 1988) is interesting. and says " The Birleys ... in the early nineteenth 
centur1·. builr cull ages fur their lt'Orkpeuple nur ut all like houses of rhe bel/er surr''. but 
unfortunately the work contains little site-specific information. 

Comparison of maps of the area shows that. except for the eastern side of the northern 
end of the street. where there was a millpond. and a small section in the centre where the 
millstream crossed. the street was flanked by buildings by 1837. By 1848. however. some 
of the buildings on the eastern side of the southern end of the street have disappeared. and 
by 1932 only two structures in the middle of the street are likely to correspond with those 
extant in 1837. The buildings that currently flank the western side of the northern half of 
Mill Street are not shov•n on the map of 1932. but appear on the 1970 sheet. 

3.2 General Information 

3.2.1 . Whilst are no indications in the Lancashire SMR that Kirkham was occupied during the 
Prehistoric period. there are sufficient remains of this period in the surrounding areas to 
suggest that it would at least been utilised. if not occupied since Mesolithic times 
(8000BC) 

3.2.2 It has been known for many years that a Roman site existed on the eastern side of 
Kirkham in the vicinity of Carr Hill and the line of a Roman road running into the town 
from the east has long been recognised. Archaeological work in the 1960's examined 
what may have been the northern defences of a fort on Carr Hill. but little documentation 
appears to survive of this work. Excavations in I 993-4 confirmed the presence of the 
Roman military there. revealing at least three major phases of occupation (Buxton. 
Forthcoming). 

3.2.3 A number of Roman findspots are closer to the proposed development site. They include 
a coinhoard from Kirkgate. and a cavalry tombstone from the parish church site. It should 
also be noted that the Roman road that approaches from the east is alleged to continue 
west and north towards Fleetwood. This road is supposed to run west from the fort. a 
little to the south of the present village centre. and its western continuation is marked on 
some OS maps on the line of the A538 Blackpool Road. It must be said. however. that 
neither the line nor the existence of such a routeway has been confirmed in recent years. 

3.2.4 As in the rest of Lancashire. there is little e\'idence concerning the period between the 
Roman withdrawal and the Norman Conquest. It is certain that Kirkham existed before 
the Conquest. as it is recorded in the Domesday book. and may already have had a 
church. The name itself is thought to represent the Scandinavianised form of an earlier 
English name Ciric-ham or Church-town. thus implying an English foundation to the 
church and that the to"n was of some importance at this time. 
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The manor of Kirkham belonged to Earl Tostig immediately before the Conquest. 
. Kirkham proper quickly became a property of the church and was granted to Vale Royal 
Abbey in I :'.96. Documents refer to a watermill. a windmill and a horsemill in the first 
half of the 14th century. ail connected with the Abbey. The site of these mills is not given 
directly. but it is though that the windmill site is that on Carr Hill. and that the horsemill 
was on the north side of Preston Street. The watermill site is less certain. but it has been 
suggested that it was at Town End. fed by the stream which later provided water to the 
Flax ;\!ill. The outlines of the medie,·ai burgage plots. running back from the main 
streets. and the tol\n's strip fields still sur\'i,·e well. and their outlines can be traced in the 
current layout of the town. 

The turbulent e\'ents of the seventeenth century certainly affected the citizens of 
Kirkham. as. like the majority of the Fylde. its citizens were generally sympathetic to the 
Royalist cause. A number of the local gentry families had their estates sequestered by 
Parliament. but no actual fighting took place here during the Ci\'il War. The Jacobite 
rebellions of the early 18th century. however. seem to have passed the tov.n by. 

Yates' Map of Lancashire. published in 1786. shows a windmill, annotated "New Mill" in 
the To"n End area. This mill. apparently located just outside the proposed development 
site. is marked on the tithe map of 1837 and named as "Old Mill" on the OS map of 1848. 
It has disappeared by 193:'. and the site fall to the rear of houses on Station Road. 

By the nineteenth century Kirkham had diversified economically v.ith cordage and cotton 
manufacturing having been introduced but probably the most significant industrial 
undertaking affecting the development site was the Linen FactOr}' at the north end of Mill 
Street. Whilst it cannot be distinguished on Yates' map of 1786. the mill is thought to 
have originally been built in the middle of the eighteenth century by J.Birley and 
J.Langton. later becoming J.Birley and Sons. it was enlarged in the early nineteenth 
century and employed 1.600 in the town by I 876. It was converted to a Cotton Mill in 
I 917 and was closed and sold in 197'2 and the area developed for housing. 

Associated with the linen mill is a millstream and millponds. Shown in some detail on the 
1837 Tithe Map. there have already been changes on the OS I st edition of I 848. By 1932 
the stream has been culverted o,·er and some of the pond sites built over. This stream. 
running from a spring at Old Earth Lane. may have been the power source for the I 4th 
centuT}· watermill mentioned abo,·e. whose site is now lost. 

The Congregational Church and Sunday School had been built by I 932. but they do not 
appear on the OS map of I 848. and it is likely that they succeed the Independent Chapel 
sho"n on Marsden Street on that map. The late foundation date makes it improbable that 
there was e\'er a graveyard associated with the chapel on or adjacent to the site. 

-3-
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Brief for an Archaeological Evaluation 

4. Archaeological Potential 

4.1 The actual sun·ival of archaeological deposits within the area of the development site will 
depend on their original existence and the detailed development history of every portion 
of the site. which requires fieldwork and research beyond the scope of this summary. It is 
possible. however. to make statements regarding the archaeological potential of the site. 

4.2 Prehistoric Period: as mentioned above there are no knov.n Prehistoric sites in the close 
vicinity of the de,·elopment area. The probability of the survival here of an}1hing other 
than may tinds seems very low. 

4.3 Roman Period: nothing of Roman date has been identified within the development area. 
but the close proximity of the defensive site at Dowbridge. known findspots and the 
possible east-west Roman road raise its potential. It is certainly possible that the site was 
utilised during this period and there is some probability of as yet undetected Roman 
material existing on the site. 

4.4 Early Medieval Period: place name evidence suggests that Kirkham was settled in Anglo
Saxon times (650-900AD) but corroborative evidence is lacking. The probability that 
remains of this period survive here is low. 

4.5 Medieval Period: in the area of the former burgage plots the presence of workshops, 
barns. rubbish disposal pits and other features associated with the occupation of the street 
front prope'rties is quite probable. Whilst it is possible that the western part of the site 
contains remains of the medieval watermill mentioned above. no probability can be 
assigned to its presence. 

4.6 Post Medieval Period: both sides of Mill Street are likely to retain deposits associated 
with the water supply to the mill and the 18th-19th century industrial housing. Any 
waterlogged deposits preserved in former mill- or retting ponds may well preserve 
significant organic remains. The relatively late date of these deposits. however, does 
diminish their archaeological value. 

4.7 The rear portions of the burgage plots fronting onto Poulton Street have a relatively high 
archaeological potential. and would benefit from a targeted programme of closer 
appraisal of the available documentary sources. field sun·ey and trial trenching. 

4.8 Archaeological remains are likely to survive each side of Mill Street. relating to the 
workers housing and water control features of the linen mill. Whilst of lower 
archaeological value. some recording in advance of their destruction would appear to be 
appropriate. 

4.9 The potential of the portion of the site between Mill Street and Station Road is less clear 
cut. and its importance cannot be determined at this stage. Should significant remains of a 
Medic,·al watcrmill be present here. then it is possible that they should be preserved in 
situ. The exact location of the former windmill and any ancillary buildings here also 
needs to be determined and trial trenching here would also be appropriate. 

-4-
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Land at the Rear or l'ounon :Street, Kirkham 
Brief for an Archaeological Evaluation 

Any pockets of waterlogged material on the development site have the potential for the 
presen·ation of material of archaeological importance. not limited to artefacts or remains 
of human activity but also including pollen grains and other palaeoenvironmental 
indicators. Such deposits. which may need further investigation for engineering purposes. 
would benefit from sampling and rapid analysis with a view to identifying the 
archaeological and palaeoem·ironmental potential of the deposits. it is unlikely that 
further sampling or detailed analysis for archaeological purposes will be necessary, but 
the possibility should be borne in mind. 

5. Tbe Brief- General 

5.1 A programme of further documentary research. field survey and trial excavation shall be 
undertaken to establish the sUI"\·ival. extent, and importance of any archaeological 
deposits located within the burgage plots (Plan 2. Area I) and the roughly triangular area 
bounded by Mill Street and Station Road (Plan 2. Area 2). The purpose of this will be to 
identify areas of archaeological potential or destruction of the archaeological deposits. 
and to assess the nature of the potential deposits and the implications of development on 

·them. 

5.2 A rapid assessment of any remains of the industrial features alongside Mill Street shall be 
undertaken (Plan 2. Area 3 ). 

5.3 In conjunction with the work described in above, a programme of sampling and rapid 
analysis of any waterlogged organic deposits shall be undertaken. and a rapid assessment 
of the samples undertaken. 

5.4 A report shall be produced. briefly describing the work undertaken. the results achieved 
and conclusions dravm from those results. It should also include a map and gazetteer of 
known or suspected archaeological sites, a copy of this brief and a project design as well 
as an indication of any departure from the agreed project design. 

5.5 This report is to be used for the identification of areas and sites of complete 
archaeological destruction or particular archaeological importance and may also be used 
for the formulation of further phases of archaeological work. Recommendations for 
further archaeological work made in the report should be discussed with the County 
Archaeological Curator prior to its submission. 

5.6 It should be clearly understood that the preferred option is. wherever possible, the 
presen·ation in situ of important archaeological deposits. Only where this proves 
impracticable a resen·e option of archaeological excavation and hence preservation by 
record may be considered. 

5.7 A full archi\'e to the appropriate professional standard shall be produced. as shall a report 
describing the work undertaken. the results achieved and conclusions drawn from those 
results. Appropriate photographs. plans. sections and other drawings shall be included in 
the report. 

·5-
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Land at the Rear of Poulton Street, Kirkham 
Brief for an Archaeological Evaluation 

Prior to fieldwork commencing an agreement between the Archaeological Contractors 
and the developers shall be made. concerning the deposition of the project archive, and 
the provision of an appropriate synopsis for the County Sites and Monuments Record and 
the National Archaeological Record. \\ihilst the site owners have property rights over 
finds. objects shall nonnally be deposited. either on loan or by donation. in a \1useums 
and Galleries Commission approved archaeological museum. The archaeological 
contractors are urged to discuss any requirements the Museum and/or County Record 
Office may have prior to compiling a project design and any tender. 

5.9 Archaeological work on site shall be undertaken by the most appropriate methods which 
comply with the Code of Conduct. Standards. and Guidance of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists (!FA): the British Archaeologists and Developers Liaison Group Code of 
Practice: and appropriate policy statements from the Association of County 
Archaeological Officers and English Heritage. Where an apparent conflict occurs 
between these sources. the !FA Standards and Guidance shall be utilised. or clarification 
sought from the County Archaeological Curator. Procedures set out in the English 
Heritage document Management of Archaeological Projects. 2nd edition. shall also be 
followed where appropriate. 

5. I 0 A full and complete project design shall be created to the standards above. It must be 
approved by the County Archaeological Curator and the client prior to any archaeological 
works commencing on site. 

5. I I The director of the project shall be a full member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, 
with excavation as a registered Area of Competence. 

5.12 

5.13 

5.14 

5.15 

This site is located within a busy town centre. and appropriate site security and safety 
measures shall be taken. This is likely to involve the erection of a secure and stable 
security barrier around the site and the provision of appropriate tool and equipment 
storage facilities. Consideration must also be given to the provision of appropriate staff 
facilities on or adjacent to the site. All necessary health and safety considerations shall be 
taken into <J.Ccount whilst undertaking any work on site. In particular consideration shall 
be given to the requirements of the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 
(1994). the guidance set out in the Health and Safety Manual of the Standing Conference 
of Archaeological Unit Managers. and any other relevant legislation or guidance. 

In detennining the area of any excavation. the archaeological contractor shall have regard 
to the safety and stability of any adjacent structures or other constraints on adjacent land 
areas. and the presence and location of any services. 

All archaeological deposits revealed on site shall be as recorded as fully as practicable by 
means of measured drawings. photographs and other such methods as appropriate. 

The archaeological work shall be monitored by the County Archaeological Curator and 
shall include a minimum of one site visit. This visit shall be charged at the standard rate 
set out in the General Conditions (below). The archaeological contractor shall contact the 
County Archaeological Curator at least founeen days in advance of fieldwork 
commencing. in order to arrange this monitoring. 

-6-
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5. I 6 Castings shall be submined under a separate cover to the project design. Castings for 
fieldwork shall include the monitoring charge (above) as a separate item. 

5.17 Access will be organised by the client. and the successful contractor will need to liaise to 
ensure that suitable arrangements are established. 

5. I 8 This brief allows some flexibility in approach. but deviations from the agreed project 
design shall be discussed and agreed in advance with the County Archaeological Curator. 

6. The Brief- Specific 

6.1 The Documentary Assessment 

6.1.1 A documentary assessment of the proposed development site will be undertaken to the 
standards set out in the appropriate IF A Standards and Guidance document. This will 
look at the knovm and published sources of information. including the County Sites and 
Monuments Record. It may also require further investigations of original maps. archives 
and aerial photographs. The presence and location of any services on the site should be 
checked and noted. 

6.2 The Surve~· 

6.2. I A ground survey of the site at an appropriate scale. not less than 1:500. should be 
produced. This may incorporate appropriate Ordnance Survey information and/or details 
from suitable surveys undertaken by the developers. It shall indicate any archaeological 
features or sites noted and the locations of any trial trenches excavated. 

6.6.2 A rapid survey of any industrial buildings. housing or other structures on the site shall be 
produced. At this stage this shall comprise a location plan. a brief wrinen description of 
the structure. photographs of all accessible exterior faces of the structure and any features 
of particular note. The approximate date of each structure shall be stated and a brief 
assessment of its archaeological importance and potential made. It should be noted that 
there is some small potential for the preservation of portions of early fabric within 
apparently later structures in Kirkharn. and care should be taken when examining the 
buildings hereabouts. 

6.3 The Trial Excavations 

6.3.1 Trial excavation of a 1-:~% sample of Area I and Area 2 (Plan 2). based on areas selected 
through surface examination and documentary research shall be undertaken to the 
standards set out in the appropriate IFA Standards and Guidance document. It is 
recommended that at least three trenches. at least 20m long and 1.5-2m wide or their 
equiYalents be excavated in Area I. and two trenches or equivalents of a similar size in 
Area~. 
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Brieffor an Archaeological Evaluation 

6.3.2 The excavation may be undertaken by hand, or hand and machine. The excavation 
strategy should be designed to evaluate the archaeological, palaeoenvironmental and 
geomorphological potential of the site. Should important archaeological remains be 
encountered during this process then damage to them should be restricted as much as 
possible. Machine exca,·ation shall only be undertaken in previously disturbed deposits. 
and excavation of in situ archaeological deposits shall be by hand only. 

6.3.3 The excavation shall establish the presence or absence of archaeological deposits. Any 
deposits encountered shall be characterised as far as is possible. If it proves impossible to 
characterise a potentially significant feature or deposit within reasonable limits. then the 
problem shall be discussed with the County Archaeological Curator at the earliest 
opportunity. 

6.4 Environmental Sampling 

6.4.1 The deposits encountered on the site shall be sampled according to the appropriate 
professional standards. A preliminary analysis of promising environmental samples 
should be undertaken with a view to identifying their archaeological and 
palaeoenvironmental potential. and if possible dating and interpreting the deposits from 
which they are derived. When sampling. particular note should be taken of the presence 
of the ponds and other water features associated with the flax mill. 

7 General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors 

7.1 The document entitled "General Conditions for Appropriate Archaeological Contractors 
in Lancashire" is in use as a model of expected practices and procedures. A copy of that 
document is attached as Appendix 1. In this brief and in that document "County 
Archaeological Curator" shall mean the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record Officer 
of the Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy, by whom the role of County 
Archaeological Curator is currently undertaken. 

8 Further Information 

8.1 Further queries regarding this brief or the general conditions can be addressed to the 
Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record Officer. Tel. 01524 65201 ext. 4385, Fax 01524 
846102. 

8.2 Further information regarding the development can be obtained from R. Pugh. of Roy 
Pugh & Company. 11 Cross Street. Preston. PR I 3L T. Tel 01772 883399. Fax 01772 
883377. 

-8-
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General Conditions for Appropriate Archaeological Contractors in Lancashire 

Organisations and indi,·iduals wishing to be included on the County list of Appropriate 
Archaeological Contractors will be required to fulfil the following General Conditions: 

I. Professional Standards 

1.1 Contractors shall conform to the standards of professional conduct outlined in the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists Code of Conduct. the IFA Code of Approved Practice 
for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology, and the British 
Archaeologists and Developers Liaison Group Code of Practice. and appropriate policy 
statements from the Association of County Archaeological Officers and English Heritage. 
Where an apparent conflict occurs between these sources, the IF A Standards and 
Guidance shall be utilised. or clarification sought from the County Archaeological 
Curator. Procedures set out in the English Heritage document Management of 
Archaeological Projects. 2nd edition. shall also be followed where appropriate. 

1.2 Project Directors shall be recognised in an appropriate Area of Competence by the IF A 
and the contractors shall encourage as many of their staff as possible to join the IF A. 

1.3 Contractors with a significant backlog of unpublished projects will not normally be 
included on the approved list. 

1.4 Where students or trainees are employed on a project, their ratio to professional staff shall 
not"normally exceed I :2. 

1.5. In cases of dispute. arbitration v.ill normally be sought through the !FA or the .British 
Archaeologists and Developers Liaison Group. 

2. Finance 

2.1 Contractors shall make available at the request of the County Archaeological Curator an 
audited set of recent accounts. 

3. Insurance 

3.1 Contractors shall hold a current certificate of Public Liability and (where relevant) 
Employers Liability insurance. and shall produce it at the request of the County 
Archaeological Curator. 

4. Health and Safety 

4.1 Contractors shall comply with the requirements of the Health and Safety at Work. etc. 
Act 1974 and related legislation. 

-10-
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Site procedures shall be in accordance with the guidance set out in the Health and Safety 
\!Jmwl \lfthe Standing Conference of Archaeologicallnit ~lanagers. 

Project Design 

lnJiviJual projects shall be designed in accordance with a brief provided by the County 
.\rchaeological Curator. Bdore commencement of a project. Contractors shall prepare a 
"rittt:n Project Design and agree it with the County Archaeological Curator. 

Sub-Contracting 

Th~ names of proposed Sub-Contractors shall be included in the Project Design. All such 
Sub-Contractors shall be required to tultil the General Conditions for Contractors. 

Form of Contract 

Before commencement of a project. the Contractor shall enter into a written agreement 
with the Client. Such an agreement shall be in accordance with the [fA ~lode! Contract 
tor Archaeological Services or such other form as approved by the County 
.-\rchaeological Curator. 

Project :'1-lonitoring 

The County .-\rchaeological Curator shall monitor archaeological progress throughout the 
project. 

Contractors shall provide the County Archaeological Curator with an outline programme 
of work. and agree with the curator any proposed moditication to this programme brought 
about by unforeseen circumstances. [t is strongly recommended that Project Designs 
include a contingency factor to allow for such circumstances. 

Administrative Charge 

The County Archaeological Curator resenes the right to Je,·:· a charge tor project 
nwnitoring. \lonitoring ,·isits shall be costed at i I 00.00 per ,-isit and the number of such 
visits shall be stated in the project brief 

Publication 

Public:uion shall be in a torm and to a timetabk to be agreed on compktion ot· the site 
~rchi,c anJ narrati\c .. -\ copy of the site- n:mati\c Jnd publication synopsis shall be 
lodged "i th the C aunty Sites and .\ !t>numents Record. 

Whilst Jcknowkdging the need tor contidentiality in some instances. archaeologicJI 
•nt;,lmlJtiL'n shall enter the public domain Js soon as possible and certainly within 1\\0 

''CJ.rs of tile completion of tield\\ork. 

-I I-
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11. Archive 

ILl 

11.2 

11.3 

11.4 

11.5 

12. 

12. I 

12.2 

Archive deposition shall take place according to a timetable to be agreed on completion 
of the site archive and narrative. 

The site archive. including finds and environmental material. shall be conserved and 
stored according to the UKI C Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for 
long-term storage. 

The archive (excepting the finds) shall be deposited as soon as is practicable with the 
Lancashire County Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston and the finds stored, wherever 
possible. in a Registered Museum fulfilling the HBMC/MGC storage criteria with a copy 
of the paper archive. It may be felt more appropriate in some circumstances to store both 
paper archive and finds together. and this shall be. wherever possible. within a Registered 
Museum fulfilling the HBMC/MGC storage criteria. 

Any material not to be archived. such as unstable material or items to be retained by the 
landowner. shall be fully analysed and reponed upon. 

A copy of the reproducible elements of the site archive shall be deposited in the National 
Archaeological Record. 

Acknowledgement 

The collaborative role of the County Archaeological Curator shall be acknowledged in all 
publicity - including media releases. site displays. exhibitions and publications - arising 
from the project. 

The role of the County Archaeological Curator is currently undenaken by: 

Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record Officer, LancaSter University Heritage Planning 
Consultancy. Furness College. Lancaster University, Lancaster, Lancs. LA! 4YG. 
Tel 01524 65201 ext. 4385. Fax 01524 846102 
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Information from the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record 

Disclaimer 

While the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record makes every effon to ensure the accuracy of the 
data held within the Record, it must be appreciated that much of this is compiled from secondary 
sources and that the information supplied may not be a full or reliable statement of the 
archaeological resource. Information is provided on the strict understanding that the Lancashire 
Sites and Monuments Record and any person associated with it shall not be held liable in respect of 
any errors or omissions from the listing provided. 

Copyright 

The information provided from the Sites and Monuments Record is copyrighted to Lancaster 
University Heritage Planning Consultancy and shall not be passed on to a third party without the 
written permission of the Consultancy. 
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PRN 73 County Lanes 
District Fylde:S 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 
os No. 

Newton with clifton:123 
so 43700 31900 
SO 43 SW 
SO 43 SW 29 

Site name Oowbridge, Kirkham 

Kirkham: 119 

Site Features Roman fort and settlement site, Cl-C~ AD 

'l'ype Fort P'orm Other 
General Period .2,Roman Specific Perd C1-C2 

'l'ype Settlement P'o:rm Other 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd -

Type Ceramic:urn Form Finds 
General Period .2,Roman Specific Perd -

'l'ype Metal:armour,lorica scales Form Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd 

'l'ype Metal:shield boss Fonn Finds 
-General Period '2,Roman Specific Perd -

Type Organic:inurned cremation Form Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd-

Height OD 1Sm 

Description 

structure 

structure 

The western outlier of the Roman settlement pattern is represented by the 
site at Carr Hill, Kirkham. 19th century sources show that the remains were 
heavily robbed for sandstone blocks. The discovery of the umbo of a shield 
and the record of an auxiliary cavalryman's tombstone (PRN 356) make it 
likely that the site was initially, at least, a fort along the Roman road 
(RR 703). Excavation by Pickering in 1959 revealed traces of the south west 
and south east rampart and ditch system of the fort indicating a construction 
of two periods. The first phase had two ditches, whilst the second followed 
the normal modification of the addition of a stone wall, and the replacement 
of the ewe ditches by a simple ditch 30ft wide. Several fragments of Flavian 
samian ware suggest initial occupation in the 1st century AD with the bulk of 
the finds falling in the first half of the 2nd century, when the site 
appears to have developed an extensive vicus. (4) 
About 1792 the centre, boss or umbo of.a Roman shield of brass was found in 
the brook of Mill Hey Field, east of Kirkham ... {5) 
In the :ields adJoining Dowbridge, and in Millfield were discovered several 
urns, querns and a few coins of Hadrian. {7} 
At the foot of-the Kirkham Mill Hill and near the brook, were found 
coins and the boss of a shield. On the same hill James Rogerson, of Kirkham, 
when draining, found appearances of an encampment or station .... In 
straightening a brook near Dowbridge, Mr.Loxham (of Dowbridgel found an ivory 
needle .... similar to a flattened quill and 5 inches long. In the adjoining 
field, wl'lere bricks were being made, as many as 10 or 12 urns have ·been 
fo~~c together. The urns were filled with ashes and calcined bones, with 
apparantly steel ornaments, something like beads. None (of the urns) could 
be preserved in anything like a complete state. {8} 
The site of the encampment having been levelled for agricultural purposes ... 
no mounds are distinguishable, but I never put a spade down in any part of 
the area that it did not disclose burnt earth, charred wood, pottery, bricks 
and bones .... In 1800 the umbo of a shield was found by Mr.Willacy near the 
spring. The same person told me of the ruins of a square fortress, describing 
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foundations of massy chiselled red sandstone ... where the agger enters the 
encampment, stretching to the top of the hill behind Mr.Loxham's house, 
appears to have been the burial place of the station. In 1840 Mr.Loxham 
discovered an urn filled with portions of large sized bones, a piece of skull 
and an amulet or something of the kind, which I cannot describe better than 
likening it to a string of pipe stoppers. It was of iron, but much 
corroded ... it was perforated wi:h three-cornered holes, by which its links 
had been attached to a thong. Not far from this spot was discovered by 
Mr.Loxham, while preparing for brick, seven more urns and a small 
lachrymatory. {9) 
In my opinion the site near Dew Bridge should be marked as "Site of Roman 
Settlement". r have found Samian and other pottery. (10) 
The site of the military post at Kirkham, first occupied perhaps in the 
Flavian days, was on the eastern side of Windmill Hill. It has never been 
systematically excavated, but digging from time to time has revealed 
sufficient material to prove the occupation. In the last century, the 
foundations of a square building of massive red sandstone were found, 
according to Rev. Thornber's sketch plan, on the north side of Dew Bridge 
Road, a little east of the old windmill. Modern houses and gardens now cover 
the approximate site, and a heavy stone pavement is said to have"been found 
in one of the gardens. 
The series of iron objects discovered in 1840 by Mr.Loxham, which were 
compared to a string of pipe-stoppers, were clearly the iron scales of a 

Sources 
Ref no. { 1} Type Map 
Year 1982 Title os geol surv 

Ref no. ( 2} Type Map 
Year 1971 Title OS geol surv 

Ref no. { 3 ) Type Map 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv 

Ref no. { 4) Type De se text 
Author Jones,G.D.B. 
Year 1970 Title 

c .;:yyv\ -") 

Colln. UL 
Preston sheet 75 solid 1:50000 

Colln. CLAU 
Preston sheet 75 drift 1:63360 

Colln. CLAU 
Lanes 1:250,000 

Colln. UL 

Vol. p. no. Lanes Arch Journal Vol.127, pp.24l-2 

Ref no. ( 5) Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author Baines,E. 
Year 1836 Title History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancashire 
Vol. p. no. Vol.4, p.377 

Ref no. (6} Type Excav repor+ Colln. 
Author Pickering,E.E. 
Year 1959 Title 
Vol. p. no. W Lanes Evening Gazette 10.9.59 

Ref no. { 7) Type De se text Colln. 
;..utho~ Fishwick,H. 
Year 1874 Title History of the Parish 
Vol. p. no. pp.S-6 

{8} Desc text 
Langton B:rley,T. 
lBSl 

THSLC Vol.J, p.56 

(9} Desc text 
Thornber, W. 

UL 

of Kirkham 

UL 

UL 
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73 
Lanes District Fylde:5 

PRN 

County 
Parish 
NGR 

Newton with clifton:123 Kirkham: 119 
SD 43700 31900 

Quarter Sheet SD 43 SW OS No. SD 43 SW 29 
Site name Dowbridge, Kirkham 
Site F~atures Roman fort and set~lement site, Cl-C2 AD 

rol'J --::> 
The se~~es o! iron objeccs discovered in 1840 by Mr.Loxham, which were 
compared ~c a st~ing of pipe-stoppers, were clearly the iron scales of a 
"Lortca Squamosa". each scale had three holes for threading onto leather 
thongs ..... Scanty though the remains are, and ill recorded, there is, 
nevertheless. sufficient evidence to prove that the Mill Hill site was not 
merely a temporary encampment. re had some buildings of stone, probably a 
gate or tower, also a building heated by a hypocaust with flue tiles in its 
walls and roofed with the usual red clay tiles. There was at least one 
cemecery, near the Roman road east of the Dow, the remains of which are those 
associated with a military occupation. {11} 
During digging for drainpipes for new houses about 18 months ago, labourers 
cue through. at about 2 to 3 feet depth, a bank or wall of cobbles packed 
with clay, which was orientated about north and south. It appears to have 
been part of the west side of the encampment. Beneath the wall, an earlier 
bank of laminated turves was discernable. {12} 
Fragments of Roman pottery were found in association with the cobble wall, 
which was also encountered east of the old Windmill. Pottery fragments are at 
Preston. {13} 
Ground perambulation suggest that the best available position for this Roman 
occupat:cn would be on the high ground to the west of Dow Brook. This 
possibility is substantiated in part by the information regarding finds. (14} 
There is no struc~ural evidence for an extra mural settlement and most of the 
finds are indicacive of either the fort itself or of an associated cemetary. 
In a letter dated 1930, a Mr Burrows of Dowbridge {10} notes his own finds 
near the village of "Samian and other Romano-British pottery" and suggests 
this as the most likely site for external settlement. One alternative is that 
the vicus lay between the fort and the cemetery. {15} t•/:73 
Trial excavations in Dowbridge Close by LUAU in the autumn of~ showed. 
that, despite tr~~cation of the deposits, significant remains of Roman date 
were still p~esent. A full exacavtion of the site in January- March~ IJ~ 
revealed traces of three superimposed defensive features, with foundation 
slots and other evidence of extra-mural settlement beyond. The first. site 
appears to have been an earth rampart fore aligned w:th its walls north-
south- ~ast- west. This was abandoned and suceeded by a circular ditched 
enclosure, possibly containing a watch tower. The final phase was an earth 
fore with a red sandstone wall added later, with its long axis parallel to 
Dowbridge. Curren:ly in post-excavation phase. See site file. {16} 

Sources 

Ref no. {1} Type Map Colln UL 

Year 
Title 

Re: no. 
Year 
Title 

Ref no. 
Year 
Title 

1982 
OS geol surv Preston sheet 75 solid 1:50000 

h) ,- Type Map Colln CLAU 
:971 
OS geol surv Presto~ shee: 75 drift 1,63360 

{ 3} Type Map 
1970 

Colln 

OS soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

CLAU 

Ref no. {4} Type Desc text Colln UL 
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Author Jones,G.D.B. 
Year 1970 

' Vol, pg Lanes Arch Journal Vol.127, pp.241-2 

Ref no. (5} Type Desc text 
Author Baines,E. 
Year 1836 

Colln UL 

Title History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancashire 
Vol. pg Vol..;, p.377 

Ref no. (6} Type Excav report Colln 
Author Pickering,E.E. 
Year 1959 
Vol, pg W Lanes Evening Gazette 10.9.59 

Ref no. 
Author 
Year 
Title 
Vol, pg 

{7} Type Desc text 
Fishwick,H. 
1874 

Colln 

History of the Parish of Kirkham 
pp.5-6 

UL 

Ref no. (a} Type Desc text 
Author Langton Birley, T. 

Colln UL 

Year 1851 
Vol, pg THSLC Vol.3, p.56 

Ref no. 
Author 

(9} Type Desc text 
Thornber,W. 

Year 1851 
Vol, pg THSLC Vol.3, pp.59-62 

Ref no. {10} Type Pers comm 
Author Burrows,H. 
Year 1930 

Colln UL 

Colln os 

Vol, pg Letter 16.4.1930, West Thorn, Poulton-le-Fylde 

Ref no. 
Author 
Year 
Title 
Vol. pg 

Ref no. 
Author 
Year 

(11} Type Desc text 
Cunliffe-Shaw,R. 
1949 
Kirkham in Amounderness 
pp. 10-ll 

(12} Type Pers comm 
Cunliffe-Shaw,R. 
1957 

Colln 

Colln 

Vol. pg 24,Ribblesdale Place, Preston 

Ref no. ( 13} Type Pers eo mm Colln 
Author Sergeant, E.G. 
Year 1957 
Vol, pg Carr Hill House, Kirkham, Preston 

Ref no. {14} Type Pers comm Colln 
Author Colquhoun, H., FI 
Year 1957 

Ref no. { 15} Type Pers comm Colln 
Author Brandon, V. CLAU 
Year 1984 
Title Vicus Assessment Project 

Ref no. {16} Type Pers com Colln LSMR 
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Author Ilea, P D, LSMRO 
Year 1995 
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PRN 356 County Lanes 
District Fylde:5 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 

Kirkham:119 
SD 42680 32340 
SD 43 SW 

OS No. SD 43 SW 9 
Cross ref 73. 1363 
Site name St Michael"s Church. Kirkham 

Site Features Tombstorie of a Roman cavalryman 

Type Stone:tombstone 
General Period 2,Roman 

Porm Finds 
Specific Perd -

Type Stone:worked stone 
General Period 2,Roman 

Form Finds 
Specific Perd -

Height OD 16m 

Description 
When the church tower was being rebuilt workmen unearthed the tombstone of a 
Roman soldier. {3) 
During the last rebuilding of the church at Kirkham (in 1822) a flat stone 
was removed from the old walls which bore the rude representation of a man on 
horseback contending with a man on foot, cut about two inches in depth. {4) 
SD 42683234. The tombstone of a Roman soldier was discovered under the 
foundation of the old church tower when that was rebuilt in 1844. The 
conventional design of a Roman cavalry man riding down his foe, suggests that 
the garrison of Kirkham at one time might have been a detachment of a cavalry 
"ala'' stationed at Ribchester, where similar tombstones have been found. 
{ 5) 

Sources 
Ref no. {1) Type Map Colln. UL 
Year 1950 Title os geol surv Preston sheet 75 1:63360 

Ref no. (2) Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. (3) Type De se text Colln. -
Author Lofthouse,J. 
Year 1952 Title Lancashire's Fair Face 
Vol. p. no. p. 312 

Ref no. ( 4 ) Type De se text Colln. -
Author Baines, E 
Year 1836 Title History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancashire 
Vol. p. no. Vol.4, p.J85 

Ref no. ( 5) Type De se text Colln. -
Author Cunl1ffe Shaw,R. 
Year 1949 Title Kirkham in Amounderness 
Vol. p. no. p.11 

Updated - Created JAG 06 1984 
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PRN 1363 County Lanes 
District Fylde:5 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 
OS No . 

Kirkham: 119 
SD 42710 32350 
SO 43 SW 
SO 43 SW 8 

. , Cross ref 1364. 1369. 356 
Site name St Michael"s Church, Kirkham 

Site Features Si~e of Domesday Church 

Status Listed gd r:• 

Type Church 
General Period 4,Medieval 

Type Church 
General Period 4,Medieval 

Type Church 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Type Charnel house 
General Period 5,Post medieval 

Height OD lSm 

Description 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1086 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd C16 

Form Roofed building 
Specific Perd Cl9 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd 1679 

A church of Kirkham is mentioned in Domesday Book (1086). {4} 
The church of St Michael's is entirely modern. it consists of a chancel 
(dating from 18531, West tower and spire (both dating from 1844). The ~ormer 
church was practically an early 16th century rebuilding and consisted of a 
chancel, nave with north and south aisles under one roof and west tower. The 
font in the present church is probably 16th century. The earliest dated 
gravestone in the churchyard is 1653. 
Together with it's priests, the church of Kirkham was in 1093 given by 
Geoffrey, the Sheriff of Count Roger de Poitou, to Shrewsbury Abbey, but in 
the following year by the Count himself to St Martin of Sees. It was about 
1140 restored to Shrewsbury, but in 1196 was rented by Theobald Walter. The 
Crown usually presented and in 1279 the advowson was acquired by the King, 
and soon after given to Vale Royal Abb~y, near Northwich. After the 
Suppression in 1538 it was given to Christ Church, Oxford, which continues to 
hold the rectory, presenting the vicars. {s} 
The earliest record of the church :abric is in 1512, when Cuthbert Clifton 
bequeathed money towards building the steeple, and expressed his desire to be 
buried in the tomb of his great-grandfather. A stone bearing the three 
mullets of the Cliftons and the name Cuthbert Clifton is now built into the 
wall of the modern tower in the west porch, but was formerly on one of the 
buttresses of the old tower. It no doubt commemorates the repair or b4ilding 
of the steeple about this period. In 1679-SO a bone house was built at the 
north west corner of the church, and in 1698 buttresses were built along the 
north side ... A vestry was added in 1713. In 1802 the west end of the church 
was rebuilt. and in 1822 a complete rebuilding was commenced. {6} 
In ~he south wall of the nave is the traceried head of a window from the old 
church, believed to have been the lepers window. In the west wall of the 
tower are the arms of Clif:on with a now undecipherable date upon a stone 
from the old church. Both fonts within this church ar~ modern. The original 
one lies outside the west end in the graveyard. (7) 
The church is at present used for ecclesiastical purposes. The traceried 
window in the naves south wall is a pointed arched window of the Decorated 
period. With the ·plain round-bowled octagonal sided font outside the church, 
is a stone medieval coffin without a lid. The font is without it's pedestal 

(C) 1996 Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy 
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PRN 1365 County Lanes 
District Fylde:S 

Ki rkham: 119 Parish 
NGR 

QSheet. 
so 42790 32290 
SO 43 SW 

os No. 
Cross ref 

SO 43 SW 12 
136 J 

Site name Free Grammar School. Ki=kham 

Type School 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Type School 
General Period 5,Post medieval 

Type School 
General Period 5. Post medieval 

Height OD 15m 

Description 

Fonn :>ocumentary 
Specific Perd ?re-1551 

Fonn Documentary 
Specific Perd 1639 

Fonn Documentary 
Specific Perd 1809 

Kirkham Grammar School was already in existence in 1551 when Thomas Clifton 
of Westby left "towards the grammar scole 20s". Further endowments were 
subsequently forthcoming and just: after 1621 "either a new school was built, 
or the old one al t:ered and enlarged." During the· Civil War the school was 
closed for three years .... At a metropolitan visitation (date unknown) held 
at Kirkham the church wardens presented that there is a school in Kirkham 
which in former years was free, but now is ~et, for the pension and stipend 
due to it was not well and goodly used according to the foundation and the 
true intent of the founder of it", later bequests however "restored the 
endowment to a co:1dition of comparative opulence." A:: the present time the 
school is administered under a scheme approved by Queen Victoria in ... 1898 as 
a second grade grammar school. {4) 
The school house, at this time (about 1643) was a thatched building, the 
walls of which were of cob and clay. It stood on the south side of the 
churchyard, near the south east corner. In 1610, forms and desks were made 
for it. The floor, until 1635, was probably of clay, but was then flagged 
over. It is probable that the building then in existence was a very ancient 
one, for in 1639 a parish book entry records that the school-end was rebuilt, 
being in decay. During the 18th century the fabric of the school house was 
decaying again. In 1805 it was reported that the "Free School in Kirkham was 
in a very ruinous state and extremely ill-adapted for the purpose for which 
it was intended", and in 1806 the new school and the headmasters house were 
built, the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford granting the new site. 
in 1809, the old school was pulled down, and a wall was made on the site, 
and the walk to the chancel door was flagged with flags from the school. The 
new school was built on the portion of the glebe known as Nearer Church 
Croft, on the south side of the School Lane opposite the site of the old 
school, and consisted of four classrooms on two floors, attatched to the 
headmas:ers house. A large det:at:ched school hall was added in 1870. {5} 
On the closing of the school, the building became a private residence, 
assuming the name of "The Hermitage". It was pulled do\NTI about ewe years ago. 
The Grammar School is now at the West end of Ki rkharr.. The old site is now 
occupied by a garden. There a::-e no structural remains to be seen. ( 6} ( 7} 

Sources 
Ref no. { 1} 
Year 1982 

Type Map Colln. UL 
Title OS geol surv Preston sheet 75 solid 1:50,000 

Ref no. {2} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
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Year 1975 Title OS geol surv Preston sheet 75 drift 1:63360 

Ref no. {3} Type 
Year 1970 Title 

Map Colln. CLAU 
OS soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. {4} Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author Farrer,W.,Brownbill,J.,eds 
Year 1908 Title VCH Lancashire 
Vol. p. no. Vol.2 p.604 

Ref no. {5} Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author CUnliffe Shaw. R. 
Year 1949 Title Kirkham in Amounderness 
Vol. p. no. pp.472,495,498,594,597, photo opp p.512 

Ref no. {6} Type Pers comm Colln. 
Author CUnliffe Shaw, R., 24,Ribblesdale Place, Preston 
Year 1957 Title 

Ref no. {7} Type Pers comm 
Author Colquhoun,H.,FI 
Year 1957 Title 

Updated - Created AW 12 1984 

Colln. 
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PRN 1367 County Lanes 
District Fylde:5 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 
os No. 

Kirkham: 119 
so 42280 32050 
SD 43 SW 
SD 43 SW 15 

Site name Moor Street. Kirkham 

Site Features Site of Pinfold 

Type Pinfold 
General Period 5,Post medieval 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1846 

Height OD 15m 

Description 
The pin!old or pound was on the site of the present Hardman's yard on the 
South side of Moor Street. The wall of the pinfold was kept in repair by each 
of the burgage holders and an order of 1591 obliged every man and woman to 
maintain their parts of the fold. 
In 1846 the old pinold was stated to have long been in disuse and the 
inspector of nuisances reported the lack of pinfold and pinder. It was 
ordered that both should be provided. In 1865 the pinfold was valued at #2. 
It was now described as being on the South side of the High Road near the 
Union workhouse. It was sold in 1872 when the manor was disintegrated and 
sold again in 1920. {4) 
Hardman•s yard is now occupied by a joiners shop and no traces of the pinfold 
remain. {5) 

Sources 
Ref no. { 1} Type Map Colln. UL 
Year 1982 Title os geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Ref no. { 2) Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1975 Title os geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Ref no. { 3} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. { 4) Type De se text Colln. CLAU 
Author Cuncliffe shaw, R 
Year 1949 Title Kirkham in Amounderness 
Vol. p. no. pp.77,78,291,332,407,408,435 

Ref no. {5) Type Pers comm 
Author Phillips,A.S.,FI 
Year 1957 Title' -

Updated - Created GSb 01 1984 

Colln. -

solid 1:50,000 

drift 1:63360 
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PIU! 
District 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 
OS No. 

1368 County Lanes 
Fylde: 5 
Ki rkham: 119 
SD 42550 32090 
SO 43 SW 
SO 43 SW 16 

Cross ref 73 
Site name Kirkgate. Kirkham 
- - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Site Features Roman coinhoard found 

Type Ceramic:urn l"orm Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd 235AD 

Type Metal:silver coin l"orm Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd 235AD 

Type Metal:bronze coin l"orm Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd 235AD 

Type Metal:silver coinhoard l"orm Finds 
General Period .2,Roman Specific Perd 235AD 

Type Metal:bronze coinhoard l"orm Finds 
General Period 2,Roman Specific Perd 235AD 

Height OD 23m 

Descripeion 
While const~ucting a path from Poulton Street to Marsden Street in 1853, an 
urn containing Roman coins was found (the path was possibly called Kirkgate). 
(4){5} 
According to reference 5 the urn, a samian olla, contained coins ranging from 
Augus~us and Nero ~o valerius and Honorius, but authority 6 points out that 
some of them were quice clearly intruders from other sources, introduced 
after the discovery of the original hoard. The suggested date, bourne out by 
the wear on the coins, was a date of deposition of c.AD 235, the Balbinus 
beins quite fresh. The final list of "original 11 coins includes 35 silver and 
1 bronze coin, wit.h 10 "introduced" coins of various types. It is also 
evident that ref. 5 had some incorrect identifications. {6) 

Sources 
Ref no. {1) Type Map 
Yea~ 1962 Title os geol surv 

Ref no. ( 2} Type Map 
Year 1975 Title os geol surv 

Ref no. { 3 } Type Map 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv 

Re f no. ( o1) Type Pers comm 
Autho~ Phillips,A.S.,FI 
Yea~ 1957 Title 

Colln. UL 
Preston sheet 75 

Colln. CLAU 
Preston sheet 75 

Colln. CLAU 
Lanes 1:250,000 

Colln. -

Ref no. ( 5 J Type Desc text Colln. -
Autho~ Suthe~land 

Year 1936 Title 
Vol. p. no. Num Chron 5th series Vol.l6 pp.316-8 

Ref no. {6} Type Desc text Colln. CLAU 

solid 1:50,000 

drift 1:63360 
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.. ~ 
Author Shotter,D.C.A. 
Year 1978 Title Roman Coin Hoards from Lancashire 
Vol. p. no. Lanes Arch Journ Vol.1 p.9-47 

Updated - Created AW 12 1984 
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PRN 1369 County Lanes 
District Fylde:S 
Pariah 
NGR 
QSheet 
os No. 

Kirkham: 119 
so 42680 32150 
SO 43 SW 
SO 43 SW 17 

Cross ref 1376 
Site name Ki~kham Market Cross and fish stones 

Status Listed gd II 

Type Cross 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Type Fish stones 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Height OD 20m 

Description 

Yorm Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1654 

Form Other structure 
Specific Perd Pre-1683 

The Market Cross at Kirkham was in existence in 1654. The fish stones are 
still in situ. They are circular in plan and 15ft in diameter. {4}{5} 
Fish was sold in Kirkham on the circular fish stones which surrounded the 
market cross in the central square. They were first mentioned in 1683, and 
repaired in 1749 at a cost of #1.14s. In 1771 new fish stones were set up and 
in 1772 #3.13s. was paid to a mason, a plumber and a carpenter for erecting 
them, which suggests that the stones were set on wooden uprights. This may 
account for the fact that the stones were again renewed in 1829. They are 
still standing today. 
The market cross was repaired in 1778. It was probably replaced by an obelisk 
in 1817, and the obelisk may have preceeded the ornamental gas standard. 
Some of the present fish stones, circular in plan, of diameter 5.4m, have a 
relatively modern appearance, being sawn and little weathered, while others 
have signs of great age, both in weathering and knife wear. It seems possible 
that they may represent some of the original stones, re-erected rather than 
renewed in 1829. All the uprights are of modern cemented brick. {6}{7} 
Fishstones and lamp, listed gd II. Fishstones, 1829, to replace an earlier 
set. Sandstone. Flat slabs of stone set on stone uprights to form two semi
circular counters from which fish was sold on market days. In the middle 
stands a cast iron lamp standard, originally placed there in 1872 at the 
expense of Thomas Langton Birley (see PRN 66381, subsequently removed and 
replaced again in 1982. {a} 

Sources 
Ref no. { 1 } Type Map Colln. UL 

Year 1982 Title os geol surv Preston sheet 75 solid 1:50,000 

Ref no. { 2 } Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1975 Title os geol surv Preston sheet 75 drift 1:63360 

Ref no. { 3 } Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. ( 4} Type De se text Colln. LPL 
Author Taylor,H. 

Year !902 Title 
Vol. p. no. TLCAS Vol.20 p.184 

Ref no. { 5} Type De se text Colln. UL 

Author Taylor,H. 

(C) 1996 Lancaster Universitv Heritage Planning Consultancy 
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PRN 1371 County Lanes 
District Fylde:S 
Parish Kirkham:ll9 
NGR SO 42900 32090 
QSheet SO 43 SW 
OS No. SO 43 SW 19 
Cross ref 1372. 1379, 20001 
Site name Preston Street, Kirkham 

Site Features Horse corn mill mentioned in 1337 

Type Horse mill Form Documentary 
General Period 4,Medieval Specific Perd Pre-1337 

Type Corn mill Form Documentary 
General Period 4,Medieval Specific Perd Pre-1337 

Type Inn P'orm Roofed building 
General Period S,Post medieval Specific Perd 

Height OD JOm 

Description 
A horse mill at Kirkham for the grinding of corn, is first mentioned in 1337. 
It belonged at that time to the Abbey of Vale Royal and John Wadder was the 
tenant. 
It is last named in a deed, 15th February, 1779, being a mortgage for #120. 
Amongst other property specified was a dwelling house, formerly a horse 
mill, on the northern side of Preston Street, Kirkham, which was at that time 
used as an inn, called the Black Bull. (4} 
The site of the inn is at the rear of a property facing Preston Street on the 
north side. The inn is now a private house. The inn closed down about 1870 
but i: is not known when the mill ceased to operate. {5} 

Sources 
Ref no. {1} Type Map Colln. UL 
Year 1982 Title os Geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Ref no. {2} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1971 Title os Geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Ref no. {3} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1970 Title os Soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. {4} Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author Cunliffe Shaw,R. 
Year 1949 Title Kirkham in Amounderness 
Vol. p. no. pp.306 

Ref no. 
Author 

{s} Type Pers comm 
Phillips,A.S. ,FI 

1957 Title Year 

Updated - Created JPB 01 1985 

Colln. -

solid 1:50,000 

drift 1:63360-
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PRN 
District 
Pariah 
NGR 
QSheet 
os No. 

1372 County Lanes 
Fylde:5 
Kirkham: 119 
so 43130 31990 
SO 43 SW 
SO 43 SW ~0 

Cross ref 1371. 1379, 20001 
Site name Windmill. Carr Hill, sometimes "Glebe Mill" or "Kirkham Mill" 

Site Features Windmill pre-1337, current cower 1812, now house 

Type Windmill 
General Period 4,Medieval 

Type Windmill 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Height OD 30m 

Description 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1337 

Form Roofed building 
Specific Perd 1812 

The principal corn mill in Kirkham, standing on the summit of Mill Hill (Now 
usually refered to as Carr Hill) was probably there from the earliest days of 
the towns history. In 1337 the mill was evidently in need of rebuilding or 
extensive repairs, it was let in this year to one John Wadder. From the 
Ledger of Vale Royal Abbey it appears that the windmill was entirely rebuilt 
in 1343 by Abbot Cheyneston, and is mentioned again in 1345. 
A lease dated June 11 1531 mentions a "Winde Millne" and in 1643 it is 
supposed to have been used as a lookout by the Royalists in the Civil War. 
In 1759 it is mentioned as "One windmill of little use, value #2". 
The Rental of Kirkham Glebe Mill, up to the first half of the 18th century 
varied between #4.10s and #7.0s. 
In 1684 the Jury of the Manor Court said there was one windmill and one kiln, 
containing two bays of building. 
Between 1775 and 1780 the mill was used by Yates as a triangulation station 
for his map of Lancashire. 
The old timber Glebe Mill was replaced in 1812 by a brick building. Then the 
development of the gardens and wood of a house on Carr's Hill proved ruinous 
to the mill. cutting off the prevailing West wind, and soon after 1865 the 
mill became tenantless and fell into decay. Today only the remnants of the 
brick tower survive and there are no remains of the wooden mill. (4}{5}{6) 
The mill has become incorporated into the 1960's and later residential 
developments at this end of Kirkham, and has been converted into a residence. 
See also the "New Mill" at the western end of the town, PRN 20001, the water 
mill, PRN 1379, and the Horse mill, PRN 1371. (7) 

Sources 

Ref no. {1) Type Map Colln. ·UL 

Year 1982 Ti:le os Geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Ref no. {2} '!'ype Map Colln. C!.AU 
Year 1971 Title os Geol surv Preston sheet 75 

Map Colln. CLAU Ref ne. {3) Type 
Year 1970 Title OS Soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. { 4) Type De se text Colln. UL 

Author Cunliffe Shaw,R. 

Year 1949 Title Kirkham in Amounderness 
Vol. p. no. pp.306-7 

Ref no. { 5 ) Type Pers comm Colln. -

solid 1:50,000 

drift 1:63360· 
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" • 
Author Phillips,A.S.,FI 
Year 1957 Title 

Ref no. {6) Type Desc text 
Author Cookson, M 

Colln. UL 

Year 1982 Title Post Mills of the Fylde 
Vol. p. no. Lanes Arch Bull Vol.6 No.7 

Ref no. ( 7) Type Pers com 
Author Iles, P D, LSMRO 
Year 1995 Title 

updated - Created PDI 12 1995 

Colln. LSMR 
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PRN 6638 County Lanes 
District Fylde:5 
Parish 
NGR 
QSheet 

Kirkham: 119 
SD 42420 31320 
SD 43 SW 

Cross ref 4760, 6644, 6639 
Site name Kirkham Linen Mill 

'I'ype Mill 
General Period 5,Post medieval 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd C18,Cl9,C20 

Height OD 15m 

Description 
This linen factory is shown on the os 1st edition map, sheet 60 and on the 
current sheet where it is just referred to as "mills"{3}. 
The m>ll was originally built in the 18th century by John Birley and John 
Langton, later becoming John Birley and Sons. Driven by a 45 h.p. steam 
engine in 1825, it was greatly extended during the 19th century. The oldest 
buildings are around the mill dam at the east. It is an example of various 
periods of textile mill construction (cf Galgate Silk Mills) . Now belongs to 
Redmayne and Isherwood Ltd., cotton waste spinners {4). 
The mill, with its ranges of buildings around a square with a reservoir in 
the middle, employed 1,600 people in 1876. It was taken over for cotton waste 
spinning in 1917. It was closed and sold in 1972 and the site developed for 
housing. { 5} 
... In 1754 the firm Langton Birley & eo. bought land on which a bowkhouse 
(bleaching shed), weaving shed, starch house and spinning sheds were erected. 
In 1758 more land was added for further sailcloth factories ... 
Tunnicliffe's Survey of 1787 mentions Langton, Birley & Cc., as 
Merchants and Sailcloth Manufacturers. (6}{7} 

Sources 
Ref no. {1} 
Year 1978 

Type 
Title 

Type 

Map 
os geol 

Map 

Colln. UL 
surv Liverpool Bay 

Colln. CLAU 

1:250,000 

Ref no. { 2} 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Map Colln. CLAU Ref no. {3} 
Year 1844 

Type 
Title OS 1st edition Lanes sheet 60 1:10,560 

Ref no. {4} Type Desc Text Colln. UL 
Author Ashmore 0 
Year :969 Title The Industrial Archaeology of Lancashire 
Vol. p. no. p.278 

Ref no. {5} Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author Ashmore 0 
Year :982 Title The Industrial Archaeology of North West England 
Vol. p. no. p.207 

Ref ne. { 6} Type MPhil The si+ Colln. UL 
Author Wilkinson, J 
Year :988 Title A provincial merch. fam. of the late C18 ... Langtons of Ki+ 
Vol. p. no. p.l3, p.l6 

Ref no. { 7} Type Desc text Colln. UL 
Author Singleton, F J 
Year 1977 Title The Flax Merchants of Kirkham 

(C) 1996 Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy 



PRN 6639 county Lanes 
District Fylde:5 
Pariah Kirkham:ll9 
NGR SD 42290 32480 
QSheet SD 43 SW 
Cross ref 6638 
Site name Gasometer. just north of Kirkham linen mill 

Type Gasworks Perm Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1844 General Period 5,Post medieval 

Height OD l5m 

Description 
This gasometer is shown on the OS lst edition map, sheet 60, but not on the 
current sheet. It is almost certanly a functional part of the linen mill, 
PRN 6638). {3) 

Sources 
Ref no. {1) 
Year 1978 

Ref no. {2) 
Year 1970 

Type Map Colln. UL 
Title os geol surv Liverpool Bay 1:250,000 

Type 
Title 

Map Colln. CLAU 
OS soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. {3) 
Year 1844 

Type 
Title 

Map Colln. CLAU 
OS lst edition Lanes sheet 60 1:10,560 

Updated - Created IMA 06 1986 

(C) 1996 Lancaster University Herita~e Planning Consultaocy 
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PRN 
District 
Parish 
NGR 

QSheet 

6642 County Lanes 
Fylde:5 
Kirkham:ll9 
so 42230 32040 
SO 43 SW 

--.... .. - ..... ·- ---- --- ..... .., ... w~""".., ,., _____ _ 

Site name Gas works, Moor Street & Poulton Street 

- --------------c--

- . - - - - - - - - - - -
Site Features Shown on OS lst edition map 

Type Gasworks 
General Period 5,Post medieval 

Height OD 20m 

Description 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1844 

These gas works, located just south and west of the junction of Moor Street 
and Poulton Street, are shown on the OS lst edition map sheet 60, but not on 
the current sheet. {3} 

Sources 
Ref no. { l} Type Map Colln. UL 
Year 1978 Title 

Ref no. {2} Type 
Year 1970 Title 

Ref no. {3} Type 
Year 1844 Title 

os geol surv Liverpool Bay 1:250,000 

Map Colln. CLAU 
OS soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Map Colln. CLAU 
OS 1st edition Lanes sheet 60 1:10,560 

Updated - Created IMA 06 1986 

(C) 1996 Lancaster UniversitY Herita_ge Planning Consultancy 

. ·' 
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PRN 

District 
Parish 
NGR 

6651 County Lanes 
Fylde:S 
Kirkham:ll9 
SD 42760 32220 

QSheet SD 43 SW 
Site name Sandpit, near Church Street, Kirkham 

Site Features Shown on OS 1St edition map 

Type Sand pit 
General Period S,Post medieval 

Height OD 15m 

Description 

Form Documentary 
Specific Perd Pre-1844 

This sandpit is shown on the OS 1st edition map, sheet 60 but not on the 
current sheet. (3} 

Sources 
Ref no. ( l} Type Map Colln. UL 
Year 1978 Title os geol surv Liverpool Bay 1:250,000 

Ref no. (2} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1970 Title os soil surv Lanes 1:250,000 

Ref no. (3} Type Map Colln. CLAU 
Year 1844 Title os 1st edition Lanes sheet 60 1:10,560 

Updated - Created IMA 06 1986 

(C) 1996 Lancaster University Herita~e P!anninl( Consultancy 
.... - ~-: ---- - -~-- : 
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.> Poulton Street, Kirlcham, Archaeological Evaluation 

APPENDIX 2-PROJECT DESIGN 

For the use of © Lancaster University Archaeological Unit April 1996 
Dransfie/d Properties Limited only· 



Lanc3llter 
Uoiversity 
Arcbaeological 
Uoit 

LAJ"'D TO THE REAR OF 
POUL TON STREET, 

KIR.KliAl'\1, 
LANCASHIRE 

Marc:b 1996 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

Proposals 
The following project design is offered in response to a brief provided by the 
Lancaster T..:niversity Heritage Planning Consultancy. dated February 1996. on 
behalf of Ray Pugh & Company. requesting an archaeological evaluation in 
advance of proposed rede1·elopment of land to the rear of Poulton Street. 
K.irkham. Lancashire. 

,.. ·-· --· ...... - ·.-.· 



Poulton Street. Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

I. INTRODL'CTlON 

The sire of rh.: proposed new de,-dopmenr is within :ll1 area of signiticant 
arch;~.:ologic:tl potential. .-\!though little formal ;~rchaeological work has been 
undertaken in the immediate ,·i.:iniry of the sire. there are a number of 
archaeologic;~l sites attested in the vi.:inity. The Roman military .:Jmp at 
Do" bridge was located d km to th.: east. large-scale excavations were undertaken 
here by LL.-\l' b<:twe<:n January and .-\pril. 1994. This work revealed evidence for 
rhn:e phases ut dett:nsive works. with evidence tor extra-mural settlement :tlso. A 
number of Roman tindspots lie closer to the development site. including a 
coinhoard from Kirkgate. and a cavalry tombstone from Kirkham parish church. 
Additionally. it has been suggested that a Roman road may run westwards from 
the tort site towards Fleetwood. thus passing the site to the south . 

. -\!though Kirkham may have been settled during the Anglo-Sa'<on period. there is 
no clear evidence tor this. During the medieval period. development on th<: street 
frontage (now Poulton Street) probably resulted in burgage plots being 
established to the rear. these appear to have been fossilised as surviving north
south linear plots. Such plots commonly contain evidence tor medi<:val buildings, 
rubbish disposal pits. and other teatures of high archaeological potential. 
Furthermore. it is possible that the medieval water-mill. the location of which has 
not been ascertained. may have been sited within the western part of the site. This 
areJ. contains tt:J.tures related to the water management of a linen mill. although 
these are probably of post-medieval origin. A windmill had also been established 
at Kirkham during the medieval period. and it is highly likely that this feature was 
located within the western portion of the sire. Additionally. remains of nineteenth 
century workers' housing survives adjacent to Mill Street. 

The Lancaster University Archaeological Unit has considerable experience of the 
evaluation and building recording of sites of all periods. having undenaken a 
great number of small and large scale projects during the past 15 years. 
Evalu~nions ha,·e taken place within the planning process. to fultil the 
requirements of clients and planning authorities. to very rigorous timetables. In 
addition. ad\·ice has been supplied to clients tor the preparation of Environmental 
Statements. LL._.\U has the professional expertise and resources to undertake the 
project detaikd below to a high te,·et of quality and t:fticiency. LL'AL' and all its 
members of statT operate subject to the Institute of Field .-\rchaeologists (!FA) 
Code of Conduct. Similar recent projects by LUA.L' include the large-scale 
exca,ations of the Roman site at Dowbridge. Kirkham. referred to abo,·e. and an 
;~ssessment. e' aluation. and building survey at Church Street. Ormskirk in !993-
<1-l. 

2. OB.JECTI\TS 

The t~1IIO\,ing programme has been designed. in accordance with the brief. to 

© LL: .. w 
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Poulton Street. Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

provide an accurate archaeological evaluation and building survey within the 
designated area. within its broader context. The required stages to achieve these 
ends are as follows: 

2./ Desk based survey 
:-\ desk-top study of all relevant documentary and cartographic sources. in order 
to provide a historic landscape appraisal to inform the successive phases. A 
review would be held following this element. in order to decide upon how to 
progress the successive stages. 

2.2 Topograpltic survey 
:-\ topographic survey of the site would be undertaken. at an appropriate scale and 
level of detail. in order to provide a framework for the tasks outlined in stages 2.3 
' --_,). 

2.3 Trial trenclting 
A limited programme of trial-trenching & palaeoenvirorunental sampling would 
be undertaken. following a review of stages 2.1 - 2.2, and consultation with the 
County Archaeological Curator. 

2.4 Building recording 
:\ programme of limited building recording of the industrial features alongside 
~!ill Street is proposed. comprising a Level I RCHME survey. and conventional 
photography of the remains. 

2.5 Repon & arcltive 
An archive of a professional standard will be collated and deposited in an 
approved repository. A written report will assess the significance of the data 
generated by this programme within a local and regional context and will evaluate 
the impact of the development on the archaeological resource. 

©LUAU 3 



Poulton Street. Kirkharn: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

3 .. 'viETHOD STATEMENT 
The following work programme is submitted in line with the objectives of the 
archaeological work summarised above. 

3.1 Desk based assessment 

Th.: following will be undertaken as appropriate. depending on the availability of 
material. Th.: method statement is based on the Slandard and Guidance for 
.lrchaeologicul Desk-hased .·lssessments compiled by the I FA. 

J. I. I Documentary and cartographic malaial 
This work should address the full range of potential sources of information, 
although it will concentrate on information contained in the Lancashire Sites and 
Monuments Record. This search will also make reference to appropriate sections 
of local histories. early maps. and such primary documentation (O.S. maps and 
estate plans etc) as may be reasonably available. Appropriate pictorial and 
photographic material will also be consulted. 

3.1.:! ..JrtefaCI evidence 
Local and regional museum catalogues will be consulted to produce a gazetteer of 
any artefactual evidence from the study area. 

3.1.3 Physical environment 
A rapid desk based compilation of geological (both solid and drift). pedological, 
topographical. and palaeoenvironmental intormation. including any available 
engineering and borehole data. will be undertaken. This will not only set any 
archaeological features in context but also serves to provide predictive data. that 
will increase the efficiency of the tield investigation. 

3.1 . .J • .Jccess 
Liaison tor basic site access will be undertaken with the Client. The precise 
location of any utility services or pipelines within the study area will also be 
established. 

3.1.5 Collation of dura 
The data generated by 3.1.1 - J./ . .J will be collated and analysed in order to 
pro,·ide an assessment of the nature and signiticance of the kno\\TI standing, 
surface and subsurtace remains. It will also ser;e as a guide to the archaeological 
potential of the area to be investigated. and the basis tor the tormulation of the 
detailed tield programme. and associated sampling strategy. 

3.2 Topographic survey 

J. ~./ Instrument sw-rey 
The area indicated on the map appended to the brief will be subjected to a 
lllpographic surwy. in order to locate with precision the location. extent. and 

©LUAU 4 



Poulton Street. Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

nature of the standing buildings and any visible surviving archaeological remains. 
This work will be undertaken using a data-logging total station theodolite to run a 
closed traverse around the site. from which necessary detail will be surveyed. 
This will include outlines of existing buildings. boundary features. selected spot 
heights. and teatures of archaeological interest such as the industrial water
management earthworks.. This survey will provide primary control for the 
industrial building survey (see 3A below). and the trial trenches (3.3 below). 
Accurate three-dimensional co-ordinates as a primary survey control will be 
cstablished to an accuracy of-/- 0.05m in plan and 0.02m in height. 

J. 2. 2 Site plt.Jn 
Using the digital data generatt:d during the tield survey. the LUAlJ FastCAD 
package would be usc:d to produce site plans at an appropriate scale(s). most 
probably I :500. Additionally. the results of the collation of the desk-based 
assessment (3.1. 5 above) would be superimposed onto the plan. to indicate those 
areas of predicted archaeological potential. and also locations of utility services 
and other modem disturbance. for consideration prior to trial trenching. 

3.3 Trial trenching 

J. J. I Jletlwdology 
A limited programme of trial c:xcavation will be undertaken. in consultation 
with the County Archaeological Curator. in order to fultil the objectives of the 
evaluation. and following the strategy outlined in stages 3.1 - 3.2 above. This 
will establish the presence or absence of archaeological deposits and. if 
established. will then briet1y test their date. nature. and quality of preservation. 
A 1-~% trial sample excavation would be undertaken within Areas I and 2 of 
the plan appended to the Brief. Following discussion with the County 
Archaeological Curator. the trenches would be located following on from 
consideration of the results of stages 3.1 - 3.2 above. At least three trenches 
would be located in Area I. and two in Area 2. The exact trench locations may 
be varied slightly to avoid any drains or services which are identitied as running 
across the site. and these are to measure at least 20m long and 2m wide. as 
specitied in the Brief. Excavation will normally be limited ro the upper surface 
of signitic:mt archaeological deposits. followed by limited sampling of 
deposits/features. However. where important deposits are identitied. these 
would be leti intact and the evaluation terminated. following consultation with 
the Cuunry A.rchaeological Curator. 

Ttl maximise the speed and efficic:ncy of the uperation the majority of the work 
(including remo,·al of overburden) will be undertaken by a machine tined with a 
~m « ide toothless bucket. operating unly under archaeological supervision, 
e1lthuu,;h in cJreJs where ephemeral remains are encountered elements mJy be 
hand Jug .. -\11 trenches will be exca,·ated in a stratigraphical manner. whether by 
rmchine or by h;:md. Trenches \\ill be accurately locJted with regard to local 
ropogrJphicJI karures. using a rota! station theodolite. 

© LC.-\U 5 



Poulton Street. Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

Full regard will. of course. be given to all constraints (services etc) during the 
excavation of the trenches. as well as to all Health and Safetv considerations. 
LUAL' provides a Health and Safety Statement tor all project; and maintains a 
L'nit Safety policy. All site proc.:dures art: in accordanc.: with th.: guidance set 
out in th.: He:~lth and Sa!C:ty :'vlanual compikd by th.: Standing Conference of 
:\rcha.:ologic:~l L'nit :'vlanagers ( 19911 and risk ass.:ssments art: implemented for 
all projects. :\s a matter of course the Unit uses a U-Scan device prior to any 
excavation to tc:st tor services. Additionally. a Health & Salety Plan in 
accordance with the recc:nt Construction (Design and :'vlanagement) Regulations 
will be drawn up and submitted to the Cli.:nt!Cii.:nt's .-\g.:nt tor approval. 

At the conclusion of th.: ev:~luation. LL:Au will r.:instate all land disturb.:d to a 
sale condition. Security lencing and approprim.: warning notices will be 
maintained :~round :~11 open trenches throughout th.: duration of th.: work, 
although it is understood that the evaluation will tak.: plac.: on private land. 

J J.:! Recording 
.-\11 information identilied in the course of the site works will be recorded 
strmigraphically. with sufficient pictorial record 1 plans. sections and both black 
and white and colour photographs) to identify and illustrate individual features. 
Primary records will be available for inspection at all tim.:s. 

Results of the tield investigation will be recorded using a pap.:r syst.:m. adapted 
from that used by Cc:ntral Archaeology Service of English Heritage. The archive 
will include both a photographic record and accurate large scale plans and 
sections at an appropriate sc:~le (I :50. I :20, and I: I 0) . .-\11 artefacts and ecofacts 
will be recorded using the same system. and will be handled and stored 
according to standard practice (following current Institute of Field 
Archaeologists guidelines) in order to minimise deterioration. Samples will be 
collected tor technological. pedological. palaeoenvironmental and chronological 
analysis as appropriate. If necessary. access to conservation advice and facilities 
can be made available. LUAU maintains close relationships with .-\ncient 
!vlonuments Laboratory staff at the l'niversities of Durham and York and. in 
addition. employs artefact and palaeoecology specialists with considerable 
expertise in the investigation. excav:uion and tinds management of sites of all 
periods and types. who are re:~dily a\ailabk tor consultation. 

3. 3. 3 Cvntingel1(1" afltHrancl! 

In the e,·ent of a requirement tor presently untoreseen sakty measures. such as 
trench shoring or dewatering. a contingency sum would be necessitated to cover 
the additional costs. This is presented under seperate cover. and would be subject 
to negotiations with the Client during the tieiJwork aspect ofth~ project. 

3A Building recording 

©LUAU 6 
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Poulton Street. Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

lt is proposed to undertake a RCHME L<!v<!l I survey of the remains of industrial 
buildings and housing within the site. This will comprise a location plan at 

I :500 scale. a brief \\Titten description. and photographs of all accessible faces 
of the structure. The Jatinl! of the structure. and assessment of its ;~rchaeolol!ical - -
importance and potential will be made. Later buildings within th<! :Jrea will be 
;~ssessed tor th<! possibility of the presence of earlier fabric. 

3.5 Report & archive 

JJ I Archive 
The results of the tiddwork will form th<! basis of a full :Jrchiv<! to protessional 
standards. in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (The 
J/unugement ofArchueulugicul Projects. ]nJ edition. I !N!). Th<! project archive 
represents the collation and indexing of all the data and material gathered Juring 
the course of th<! project. lt will include summary processing and analysis of all 
features. tinds. or palaeoenvironmental data recovered during tieldwork. 

The deposition of a properly ordered and indexed project archive m an 
appropriate repository is considered an essential and integral element of all 
archaeological projects by the IFA in that organisation's code of conduct. LUAU 
conforms to best practice in the prepar:Jtion of project archives for long-term 
storage. The expense of preparing such an archive is part of the project cost. but 
only represents a very small proportion of the total. This archive can be provided 
in the English Heritage Central A.rchaeological Services ti:Jrmat. both as a printed 
document and on computer disks as ASCII tiles. and a synthesis (in the ti:Jrm of 
the index to the archive and the report) will be included in the Lancashire Sites 
and Monuments Record. A copy of the archive will also be available for 
deposition with the National Archaeological R<!cord in London. LUAU pmctice 
is to deposit the original record archive of projects (paper. magnetic and plastic 
media) with the appropriate County Record Otftce. and a full copy of the record 
archin! (microti:Jrm or microtiche) together with the material archi,·e (artefacts. 
ecofacts. and samples) with an appropriate museum. The actual details of the 
:marigements for the deposition! loan and long term storage of this material will 
be agreed with the landowner :1nd the recei,·ing institution. Where,·er possible. 
Ll".-\L recommends the deposition of such material in a local must!um approved 
by the :VIuseums and Galleries Commission. and would make appropriate 
arrangements with the Jt!signated must!um at the outset of th<! project tor the 
proper labelling. packaging. and accessioning of all material reco,·ered. The 
archi'e costs include a single payment of£ I I. m3 to the recei,ing museum as a 
one-off contribution towards the cost of long term storage and curation. 

J. 5 ~ Enduarion und huilding 1\.'t'Ording n:/7orr 
One bound anJ one unbound copy of a \Hitt.:n synthetic report will be submitted 
10 the Client. :md a ti.mher copy subrnined to the Lancashire Sites and 
.\lonuments Record. Th.: report will include a copy of this proj<!ct design. and 

© LUAU 7 
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indications of any agreed departure from that design. lt will present. summarise, 
and interpret the results of the programme detailed above and will include a full 
index of archaeological features identified in the course of the project. with an 
assessment of the overall archaeological resource. together with appropriate 
illustrations. including detailed plans and sections indicating the locations of 
archaeological features. Any tinds recovered from the excavations will be 
assessc:d with reti:rence to othc:r local material and any particular or unusual 
ti:atures of the assemblage will be highlighted and the potential of the site for 
palaeoc:nvironmental analysis will be considered. The report will also include a 
complete bibliography of sources from which data has been derived. and a list of 
further sources identitied during the programme of work. but not examined in 
detail. 

The report will summarise the results of the desk-based and topographic surveys. 
lt will identify areas of detined archaeology and the location of trenches, and 
whether the results of the sampling were positive or negative. Copies of the 
trench plans and sections will be reproduced at an appropriate scale. An 
assessment and statement of the actual and potential archaeological significance 
of the site within the broader context of regional and national archaeological 
priorities will be made. Illustrative material v.ill include a location map. section 
drawings. and plans if appropriate: it can be tailored to the specific requests of 
the client ( eg particular scales etc ). subject to discussion. The report will be in 
the same basic format as this project design: a copy of the report can be provided 
on 3.5" disk (IBM compatible format). 

3. 5. 3 Proposals 
The report will make a clear statement of the likely archaeological implications 
of the intended development. It will highlight whether. as a tirst option. the 
preservation in situ of signiticant archaeological features should take place and 
possible strategies for the mitigation of the impact of the development. including 
design moditication. will be considered. \Vhen conservation is neither possible, 
nor practical. it may be appropriate to suggest a further stage of more intensive 
archaeological work in order to mitigate the effects of de,·elopment. In this case, 
a project design for such mitigation measures will be submitted. 

J. 5. -i Conjidenriuliry 
The e' aluation report is designed as a document tor the specitic use of the 
Client. tor the particular purpose as de tined in the project design. and should be 
treated as such: it is not suitable for publication as an academic report. or 
otherwise. without amendment or revision. A.ny requirement to re,·ise or reorder 
the material for submission or presentation to third parties beyond the project 
brid and project design. or tor any other explicit purpose can be fultilled. but 
wi 11 re<.juire separ:l!e discussion ::md funding. 

3.6 Project :\lonitoring 

©LUAU 8 
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Poulton Street, Kirkham: Archaeological Project Design March 1996 

J. 6.1 Roy Pugh & Company 
If required. an initial meeting between the Client. the Curator and the contractor 
can be arranged. Further consultation will include the attendance of a 
representative of the Client (if required) at any meetings convened with the 
County Archaeological Curator to discuss the progress of the watching brief or 
the content of the report. 

J. 6. 2 Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record 
Any proposed changes to the project design will be agreed with the Lancashire 
County Archaeological Curator in coordination with the client. LUAU will 
arrange a preliminary meeting with the Curator. if requested, and the Lancashire 
Sites and Monuments Record will be informed in writing at the commencement 
of the project. A one-off payment of £100 is included in the castings to cover the 
cost of a single monitoring visit. 

©LUAU 9 
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-'·WORK TIMETABLE 

The phases of work would comprise: 

4./ Desk-based survey 
Four days would be required for this element 

4.1 Topographic survey 
Three days would be required to undertake this element. 

4.3 Rapid assessment of industrial features 
One day would be required for this. 

4.4 Evaluation trial trenching 
Five days would be required to undertake this work. 

4.5 Prepare archive and report 

March 1996 

To be completed and submitted within two weeks following completion of all 
fieldwork. LUAU generally calculates a I: I ratio of fieldwork : post-fieldwork 
(archive. analysis. and report preparation). 

LUAU can execute projects at very short notice once an agreement has been 
signed with the client. The project (fieldwork. report and archive) would be 
completed and submitted wi.thin six weeks following its commencement. 

.. 

©LUAU 10 
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5. OUTLINE RESOURCES 

The following resource base will be necessary to achieve the proposals detailed 
above. 

The total ..:ost quoted on the accompanying sheet is a fixed price, inclusive of all 
management. overheads. and other disbursement costs (travel and expenses), to 
undertak.: the programme of work as defined in the project brief and this project 
design. Any other variations from this programme of work at the clients' 
direction will require recasting. 

5. I Desk based survey 
4 man-days Project Supervisor 

5.2 Topographic survey & assessment of industrial features 
3 man-days Project Officer 
2 man-day Project Supervisor 

5.] Trial trenching 
5 man-days Project Officer 
5 man-days Project Supervisor 
5 man-days Project Assistant 

5.4 Evaluation report & archive 
5 man-days Project Officer 

The project will be under the direct line management of Mark Fletcher, BSc. 
MAAIS, (Unit Project Manager) to whom all correspondence should be 
addressed. All Unit staff are experienced, qualified archaeologists, each with 
several years professional expertise. 

©LUAU I! 
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Bir!t:y Street. Kirkham . ../rchaf.!ofogicul Evuhwtion 

l. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 
Documentary research ( LUAL: !996) rcveah:J that the ~r~a around Kirkham was 
probably nccupicd from the Bronze .-\g~ period nnw;1nJs. ~!though no evidence of 
prehistoric activity was idcntitied within the study :~rea. Recent cxcavations at 
Dowbridge rCarr Hill) to the south-cast of the study area have reveah:d at least 
three major phases of Roman occupation dating to tht: tirst and second century 
'AD ( Buxton and Howard-Davis forthcoming). although no Roman .activity had 
previously bet:n recorded within tht: study area. The immediate post-Roman 
pt:riod in Kirkham. as in most of the North West. is very poorly documented. The 
town is listed in Domesday (I 086) and its name may be a Norse corruption of the 
Anglo-Sa'Con Ciric-ham meaning 'Church-settlement'. Several fossilised burgage 
plots survive in the study area to the rear of the properties fronting Poulton Street. 
It has been postulated that an early water mill (LSMR PRN 13 79). which was last 
recorded in the fourteenth century. may be located in the triangle of land bordered 
by Town End. Station Road. and Mill Street. although no further evidence for this 
was recorded as a result of the tieldwork. Cartographic evidence indicates that the 
plots of land to the rear of Poulton Street were not developed in the post-medieval 
period. apart from the construction of Birley Street which seems to have occurred 
between 1848 and 1893. A t1ax mill (LSMR PRN 664-1-) \Vas built by Birley and 
Langton in the later eighteenth century at the north end of :V! ill Street. north of its 
junction with Bamtields. The properties which fronted Mill Street during the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century were associated with this mill. 

.-\ previous trial trenching programme carried out by Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit (LUAU) in April of 1996 (LUAU !996), immediately to the 
west of the cinema site. revealed that medieval activity survives in the garden area 
to the rear of Poulton Street. sealed in places by a substantial depth of post
medieval material. The abraded nature of the pottery within the medieval horizon 
indicates that this layer may have been disturbed by ploughing. The discovery of 
medieval deposits suggests that the medieval town of Kirkham extended as tar as 
the study area. suggesting that funher. as yet undiscovered. archaeological 
deposits may survive in silu within the proposed redevelopment site. 

The study area is situated on the western side of Kirkharn. to the north of Poulton 
Street. and to the west of Bir!ey Street. bounded by the new Poulton Street 
development to the west and the \Var :Vlemorial to the north (Fig 2). Its 
approximate National Grid reference is ~GR SD 42-+322. 

Fieldwork was carried out on 18th December 1996. and a report was prepared in 
the week ending 20th December I 996. 

For rhe rtse of ©Lancaster University Archaeological Unit Dec. I996 
Orans..Jit!ld Propatil!s L1mited on(\' 
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3. THE TRIAL TRENCHING 

3.1 Introduction 

Trial trcnching was undertak~n on the I 3th December 1996. ,.\ oingk trench was 
excavated. using a mechanical excavator. 

Tht: position of the trial trench is shown on Figure I. Cont.:xt numbers m the 
following text are shown in parentheses [ ). 

The sequential numbering system used in the earlier evaluation (LUAU 1996) was 
carried through to this evaluation to avoid confusion between the two phases. 

3.2 Trench 7 

Trench 7 was excavated in the area of the former cinema. for a l.:ngth of 15.5m 
and a width of 1.6m. on a north/south alignment. 

Excavation revealed 0.35m of modem demolition debris [ 1). containing factory
made red. bricks. plaster. plastic. glass and similar debris. This overlay 0.08m of 
dark brown. gritty. silty clay [2), which contained small fragments of brick. glass. 
and modem ceramics. This layer most probably represents the original ground 
surface predating the cinema construction. Below this layer. 0.16m of mid-brown 
silty clay subsoil [3 ). was encountered which contained large quantities of brick 
fragments. charcoal. modem ceramic drain pipe and modern crockery. 
Underlying this was a natural reddish brown sterile plastic clay [ 4). 

In order to establish that the clay was not a redeposited layer. a sondage was 
excavated at the southern end of the trench. through the clay. to a depth of l.93m. 
No mixing, banding. or other disturbance was revealed within the clay. and its 
appearance was entirely natural. 

Two modem features were revealed to be cut into the natural clay (4]; one a 
ceramic drain aligned east/west 1.60m from the northern end of the trench: the 
other was a shallow. narrow trench (0.1 Om wide x 0.07m deep). 5.0m from the 
southern end of the trench. tilled with modern debris which was probably a 
service duct and was aligned with an electricity manhole on the other side of the 
road to the east. 

For the riSe of 
Drans_/ieid Properties Limited only 
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4. DISCUSSION 

The previous evaluation (lUAU 1996) revealed the Roman archaeological 
potential of the study area to the west of the cinema site. 

However. this second stage evaluation revealed no findings of archaeological 
signiticance. The shallow nature of the deposits suggests that any archaeological 
evidence within the area may have been removed during the construction of the 
cinema which previously occupied the study area. With the establishment of 

·natural clay deposits at the level observed. it is probable that the .significantly 
lower position of the houses to the immediate east of the study area. on Birley 
Street. is due to the truncation of soil deposits here. rather than the level of the 
cinema site being raised by dumping. 

For1he use of ©Lancaster University Archaeological Unit Dec. 1996 
Drans.field Properties Limited ani_v 
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