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Summary 

The University of Manchester Archaeological (UMAU) was commissioned by Drivers Jonas to 
undertake an archaeological evaluation and building survey at the proposed site of the City of 
Salford Stadium, Barton, Salford (centred on NGR: SI 7468 971 1). 

The evaluation involved the excavation of twelve trial trenches across a low promontoly of land 
to the south of the present A57. These evaluation trenches identified early activity on the higher 
portions of the promontory in the form of ephemeral postholes/pits and linear gullies, along with 
artefacts indicative of prehistoric and Late Pre-Roman Iron AgdRomano-British 
occupation/settlement of this area. 

The building survey recorded the extant remains of a small brick and concrete structure which 
was identilied as being a potential World War I1 structure. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU) was commissioned by 
Drivers Jonas to undertake an archaeological evaluation and building survey at the 
proposed site of the City of Salford Stadium, Barton, Salford (centred on NGR: SJ 7468 
971 1). This work conformed to a UMAU project design, which was informed by an 
archaeological desk-based assessment of the site undertaken by UMAU in February 2003 
(Arrowsmith 2003). 

1.2. The evaluation was undcrtakcn during May and June 2008 and focused on a plot of land, 
which would be traversed by a proposed access road running from the A57 to the 
proposed City of Salford Stadium located to the southeast'. 

1.3. A small brick built structure, located on the site of the proposed City of Salford Stadium, 
formed the subject of the building survey. 

1.4. The fieldwork was monitored by Norman Redhead and Dr Andy Myers, Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit (GMAU), who act as the archaeological curators for 
Salford. 

The fieldwork was Supervised by Ruth Ganan who was assisted by Steve Bell, Phil Cooke, Graham 
Monershead and DI Joanna Wright. The project was managed by Dave Power. Thanks to Michelle 
Richardson, Drivers Jonas and Norman Redhead and Dr Andy Myers, GMAU. 
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2. Background 

1.1. Location 

The area selected for archaeological evaluation was a triangular parcel of land defined on 
its northern side by the A57 and on its eastern, western and southern sides by a curving 
roadway, now used as a lay-by leading off the A57, which represents the original line of 
the A57 prior to its straightening in thc mid-twentieth century (Illus 1). The area of land 
forms a small promontory lying at approximately 19m AOD, which slopes in a southerly 
direction. 

Immediately to the south of the promontory flows the Salteye Brook, which was 
historically a tributary of the River Invell, prior to the infilling and truncation of this river 
channel during the constmction of the Manchester Ship Canal during the late 1880s. To 
the south of the Salteye Brook the small brick built structure is found, which formed the 
focus of the building survey (Illus 1). 

1.2. Geology 

In the area selected for archaeological evaluation the underlying solid geology, as 
mapped by the OS Geological Survey, consists of Shenvood Sandstone, which is overlain 
by superficial deposits comprising late glacial flood gravels. To the south of this area the 
superifical geology is composed of alluvium, associated with the River Invell, which also 
overlies S h e m d  Sandstone. 

1.3. Archaeological and Historical Background 

Dr Peter Arrowsmith 

1.3.1. Archaeological Evaluation 

The area of land sandwiched between the A57 and the lay-by was selected for 
archaeological evaluation as it was vicwed a possible site of a prehistoric or Romano- 
British settlement based on considerations of geology, topography, location and field- 
name evidence. 

The site, for example, appears to represent a natural promontory formed of free draining 
sands and gravels, which gently rises above the Salteye Brook found to the south. 
Significantly, these topographic and geological conditions are known to be conducive to 
early settlement particularly as the regional evidence points to a concentration of 
prehistoric and Romano-British settlement and other activity on sands and gravels, in 
locations close to watercourses or mosslands. Moreover, the antiquity of this promontory 
is reflected in the early cartographic sources. These indicate that the line of the A57 
immediately north of the triangular plot represents a twentieth-century straightening of 
the road, the former course being the paved roadway which has been relegated to the role 
of a lay-by. The course of this original route is recognisable on the earliest maps known 
to show local routeways, that is Yates's map of Lancashire surveyed in the 1770s and a 
TraEord estate map of 1782 (Salford Local History Library). The curving diversion taken 
by this routeway around the south side of the present triangular area is consistent with 
this area being elevated, with the roadway taking an easier route along its side. 
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The 1782 survey shows that most of the triangular area then formed the southern end of a 
field which extended to the north across the present line of the A57 and had the field- 
name 'Cliff, itself suggestive of an elevated position. The part of the field north of the 
road is now covered by housing, but the current topog~aphy does not suggest that there 
was a sudden rise here from the triangular area. Ground level does sharply rise on the 
north side of the road by the aerodrome boundary, but this feature lies outside the area of 
the 'Cliff field from which it is separated by a possible former watercourse. 

In terms of location, historically this site would not only have bcen flanked on the south 
and east by the Invell and Salteye Brook but also on the north-west would have been 
sited close to the edge of Barton Moss, part of the extensive mossland of Chat Moss. 
Fieldwork for the North West Wetlands Survey in the 1990s mapped evidence for the 
moss within 200m of the site, on the north side of the A57, while further to the west the 
moss had evidently continued to the south of the road and may have spilled over into the 
Irwell (Hall et a1 1995,29 & Fig 6). The Wetlands Survey also identified that it was from 
the Iron Age onwards that Chat Moss reached its greatest and wettest extent, forming an 
obstacle dominating this part of the Mersey Basin. 

The general location of the possible site is also similar to that at Great Woolden Farm 
near Cadishead, where a late prehistoric and Romano-British settlement has been 
identified and partly excavated. This settlement occupied a spur of land situated next to 
the east bank of the Glaze Brook and close to the western fringe of Chat Moss, with the 
spur being cut off by a double line of ditches. The interior of this enclosure contained the 
remains of successive phases of hut circles (Nevell 1999). A number of other known or 
suspected late prehistoric and Romano-British settlement sites within the region are 
surrounded by a single ditch. 

The possibility of a late prehistoric or Romano-British enclosure may reccive further 
support from field-name evidence. The 1782 Trafford estate survey shows a small 
triangular field bordering the south side of the main road, now the lay-by. This field is 
named in the survey as 'Wall Congre'. The second element may be derived from the 
Middle English 'coni(n)ger', meaning a rabbit warren (Field 1972, 51-2). The fist  
element suggests that this utilised or lay close to a wall or earthwork. To the south of 
Manchester, for example, the linear earthwork commonly known as Nico Ditch, 
consisting of a ditch and presumed embankment, gave rise to the local place-name 
'Milkewallslade' (Nevell 1992, 78). It is possible that the 'wall' reference at Barton is to 
a pillow mound, ie a mound purposely constructed for use as a warren, but it might also 
refer to the reuse of an earlier earthwork, which perhaps defined an early settlement. 

1.3.2. Building Suwey 

An aerial photograph of 1948 indicates a small structure situated on the roughly the same 
site as, and probably to be identified with, an extant building, which formed the subject of 
the building survey. This structure comprises a single room entered by a doonvay which 
is screened by an external brick wall. The precise function of this structure is uncertam, 
but a World War I1 date seems likely, with the external screen possibly being a blast 
protection. A suggested role is as an air mid shelter (Jo Martin, pers comm.). During the 
war the neighbouring Barton aerodrome was requisitioned by the Air Ministry for use as 
a communications and maintenance base and additions were made to the existing 
facilities, including the provision of air-raid shelters (Stanley 2002). No connection is 
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known, however, between the aerodrome and the extant brick building (David Stanley & 
Bill Ball, pers comm.). The building appears to have been originally sewed by a 
trackway running from the road (now the paved layby) to the canal. An aerial photograph 
of 1961 shows it contained within a rectangular compound extending from the west side 
of that track. 
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3. Archaeological Evaluation 

3.1. Aims and Objectives 

Based on geological and topographical considerations, and supported by the field-name 
evidence, the triangular plot of land located between the A57 and the paved road to its 
south was identified during the initial archaeological desk-based assessment as a potential 
area for the presence of remains dating to the prehistoric or Romano-British period. 

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to therefore assess the presence or absence 
of any archaeological remains within this area, which may form part of this suspected 
early phase of occupation. 

3.2. Methodology 

Twelve evaluation trenches were excavated across the promontory, which were c.  1.8m 
wide and had a combined length of c.  400m (lllus 2). Initially, these trenches were 
mechanically stripped using a tracked excavator with a 1.8m wide toothless ditching 
bucket. The machine excavation was supervised by a professional archaeologist at all 
times and halted at a depth where the first in-situ archaeological deposits were 
discovered, or where the natural geology was observed. 

After machine stripping all excavation proceeded by hand: Following manual cleaning a 
representative sample of the visible archaeological depositslfeatures were partially 
excavated in order to obtain their respective profiles and examine any -tigraphic 
relationships with adjacent features. Soil samples were also undertaken from selected 
features in order to obtain materials for radiocarbon dating and environmental analysis. 

Trench locations were surveyed using a Total Station Theodolite. Where appropriate 
hand drawn plans and sections were also made, with plans drawn at a scale of 1 :20 and 
sections drawn at a scale of 1: 10, all with enumerated contexts. All plans, sections and 
profiles were relatcd to Ordnance Datum. Photography of all features and deposits was 
carried out in digital format and 35mm colour slide film in order to generate a 
photographic record. 

Any recovered artefacts were recorded by context and all fmds have been retained for 
summary analysis. Environmental samples of the archaeolog~cal deposits containing 
carbonised material or other datable organic evidence have also been retained for further 
analysis. 

All safety requests and requirements as identified by the Drivers Jonas were upheld and 
UMAU carried out a Risk Assessment prior to the on-site works. 

3.2. Site Taphonomy 

Beneath the topsoil (1) the evaluation trenches exposed a mid-redlbrown clayey loam 
subsoil (2), which had a depth ranging from c. 0.15111 to 0.45111. The subsoil sealed natural 
deposits, whose upper layers had been heavily disturbed by root action. These natural 
deposits included light brown/yeUow clay, located across the highest part of the 
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promontory, and bands of yellow clay and fluvioglacial sands on the lower lying and 
gently sloping sides of the promontory. 

Due to the levels of bioturbation across the promontory the identification and deiinition 
of potential archaeological features and deposits was dificult, particular as many areas 
within the evaluation trenches had been heavily disturbed by tree roots. With cleaning 
and subsequent excavation it became clear, however, that archaeological remains were 
present across certain areas of the promontory and these included a series of ephemeral 
negative features, comprising pits, postholes and gullies truncating the natural superficial 
deposits, or archawlogical layersldeposits which sealed the natural geology. Spatially, 
these features appear to be confined to the higher portions of the promontory where the 
superficial geology was composed of yellowhrown sandy clay. Moreover, following the 
initial stages of identification and excavation many of these features were suspected to be 
of some antiquity, particularly as they were composed of, or filled by, clayey, sandy silts 
which were not associated with post-medieval or modem finds, but instead contained 
comminuted charcoaUcarbonised material, fire-cracked pebbles. Tbree separate features 
were also associated with a flint blade, a flint core and a quem fragment. 

3.3. Excavation Results 

In this report all fills and layers are represented in rounded brackets (***) and 
featureslcuts are in square brackets [***I. Features are named and denoted by their 
principle cut number (see Appendix 1 for a summary list of the contexts). 

3.3.1. Trench 1 

Trench 1 was located close to the A.57, measured 120m by 1.8m and was excavated to a 
maximum depth of 0.6m. The trench was aligned approximately northeast-southwest 
across the top of the promontory (Illus 2: Tr lA & 1B). 

Although across the majority of the trench no archaeological remains were present, in the 
central portion of the trench, where deposits of natural yellow sandy clay were 
encountered, two parallel linear gullies were identified [I09 & 11 I], which were aligned 
north-south and ran into Trench 2 (see below) (Illus 4, 10 & 11). Gully [109:1 was 0.5m 
wide, was c .  O.lm deep and contained mid-greyhrown clayey sand (1 10) and occasional 
fragments of fire-cracked pebbles (Illus 7: S6). Within Trench 2 this feature merged with 
the adjacent gully [I 111 (see below). In Trench 1 this adjacent linear gully [I 111 
measured 0.9m wide and was 0.25m deep (Illus 7: S6). It was filled with mid-redlgrey 
brown clayey sand (1 12), with infrequent inclusions of carbon and fire-cracked pebbles. 
At the base of the feature a compacted iron-pan was also encountered. 

To the west of the linear gullies [I091 and [I  111 lay a small sub-circular posthole [ I  131, 
measuring 0.18m in diameter and 0.12m in depth (Illus 4, 10 & 11). This feature was 
fully excavated and was found to contain mid-greyhrown sandy silt (1 14) and 6equent 
fragments of carbonised material. It is also possible that further, unexcavatel, 
postholeslpits were located immediately to the east of the two gullies as here a roughly 
circular spread of sandy silt was identified. 
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3.3.2. Trench 2 

Trench 2 was set perpendicular to, and linked with, Trenches 1 and 3 and measured 9m 
by 1.8m (Illus 2). It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m and exposed natural 
deposits of yellow sandy clay at its base. At the northern end of this trench ran the two 
linear gullies [ I l l  & 1091, which were identified in Trench 1 (Illus 4). In Trench 2 the 
smaller of these gullies [109] appeared to curve to the west and merge with the larger 
gully to form a single, c .  0.4m wide, north-south aligned linear gully [107]. At its 
southern end this gully curved and ran westwards out of the evaluation trench (Illus 12). 
Following excavation this gully was found have a maximum depth of 0.3m and contain 
mid-brodgrey clayey silt (108) and occasional fragments of fire-cracked pebbles (Illus 
7: S2 & S3). 

To the south of the gully a small sub-oval pitlposthole 11541 was identified, partially 
residing under the east faciig baulk of the trench. This feature was half-sectioned and had 
a 0.3m diameter and a maximum depth of 0.15111 (Illus 7: S1 & 13). It was filled with 
mid-bluelgrey clayey silt (155). To the east of the gully two further postholes [I15 & 
1171 were identified (Illus 4 & 7: S4). These small sub-circular features were fairly 
ephemeral, with depths of 0.05m and 0.08m respectively, and contained light bludgrey 
sandy silts (1 16 & 118). It also appeared that one of the postholes [117] was an earlier 
feature as it was cut by the adjacent posthole [I 151. 

Immediately to the north of 11151 and [117] a possible pitlposthole [119] was also 
identified, which ran beneath the baulk of the evaluation trench (Illus 4 & 7: S5). This 
was a shallow feature, with a maximum depth of O.lm, was irregular in plan and was 
filled with a light b rodgrey  clayey sand (120). 

Although the remaining features in this trench were not excavated, they included a linear 
spread of grey silty clay, which might represent an east-west orientated gully, and a 
spread of mottled red sand, which might represent the upper fill of a pit (Illus 4). 

3.3.3. Trench 3 

Trench 3 measured 60m long by 1.8m wide and was excavated to a maximum depth of 
0.6m. It linked with the southern end of Trench 2 and ran parallel with Trench 1 (Illus 2). 
Within the eastern portion of this trench, and on the gently sloping sides of the 
promontory, the natural superficial geology was composed of sand and in this area no 
archaeological features were encountered. In contrast, the western portion of the trench 
contained a number of discreet archaeological features, which were cut into the natural 
light yellow sandy clay, which formed the superficial geology in this area of the 
promontory (Illus 4). 

The largest of these features was a c .  0.4m wide curvilinear gully [105], which was c .  
0.2m deep and contained light b rodgrey  silty sand (106) and fire-cracked pebbles (Illus 
4, 14 & 15). On its western side this gully was also found to truncate an earlier gully 
[103], which was c .  0.3m wide, O.lm deep and was filled with light browdgrey silty sand 
(104) (Illus 7: S17). Although the function of the curvilinear gully [I051 is not known, it 
appears to have formed the northern side of a small structure, or enclosure, with an 
internal east-west dimension of c .  4.4m. Within this interior area a shallow postholelpit 
[127] was identified, which may also have fonned an element of this potential structure. 
This postholdpit was located partially beneath the baulk of the trench, but probably had a 
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c .  0.3m diameter, was 0.2m deep and was filled with light mottled grey clayey sandy silt 
(128) (Illus 8: S30). 

To east of the curvilinear gully [lo51 were two further gullies [I29 & 1331. The first of 
these gullies was c .  0.4m wide and its terminus protruded south for a distance of c .  0.5m 
from the northern baulk of the trench (IUus 4). This gully was c. 0.3m deep and contained 
dark to mid-brown/yellow clayey sand (130), carbon and fire-cracked pebbles (Illus 8: 
S33). Immediately to the east of this gully terminus was a pit or posthole [230], which 
had been partially truncated by a tree bole [13 I]. This pitlposthole ran partially under the 
baulk of the trench but probably had a c. 0.6m diameter and was c .  0.3m deep, containing 
grey sandy silt (231) (Illus 8: S33). The second gully [I331 ran in a north-south direction 
across the evaluation trench and was c .  0.3m wide for much of its extent, widening to c .  
0.6m at the point where it ran beneath the southern baulk of the trench. With excavation 
this gully was found to have a depth of c .  O.lm and contained dark to mid-brown clayey 
silt (134) and fragments of carbonised materiel (Illus 8: S33 & 16). 

To the west of the curvilinear gully [lo51 two postholes [123 & 1251 were identified and 
excavated (Illus 4). The larger of these postholes [123] partially ran beneath the trench 
baulk and was sub-circular in plan with a width of c .  0.3m. This posthole had a depth of 
0.2m and contained mid-greylbrown sandy clay (124) and carbon fragments (Illus 8: 
S24). The smaller posthole [I251 had a c. 0.2m diameter, was c .  0.05111 deep and was 
filled with mid-grey clayey sand (126) (Illus 8: S29 & 17). 

The remaining areas of the trench contained a number of silty spreads. However, without 
excavation, which was not possible during this exploratory phase of work, it was not 
possible to determine whether these spreads represented further archaeological features or 
alternatively areas which had been disturbed by the action of tree roots. 

3.3.4. Trench 4 

This trench measured 20m by 1.8m deep and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m 
(Illus 2). The only definitive archaeological feature identified in this trench was a 
possible posthole [168]. This feature was sub-circular in plan and had a c. 0.2m diameter, 
with a maximum depth of 0.08m, and contained mid-grey friable silty sand (167). Within 
the remainder of the trench several spreads of mid-rearown grey clayey silt were 
observed, which appeared to form areas that had been affected by tree root action. 

3.3.5. Trench 5 

Trench 5 measured 20m by 1.8m and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m (Illus 2 
& 4). At the eastern end of the trench a curving linear gully or ditch [I721 was identified. 
This feature measured 0.6m wide and was c .  0.8m deep and contained a mixed deposit of 
dark brown clay and sand (171) (Illus 18). Significantly, this deposit was associated with 
small sherds of nineteenth century pottery suggesting that this feature was modem in 
date. 

Immediately to the east of this ditchlgully [I721 the terminal of a second curving linear 
gully [I811 was discovered. This gully was c. 0.4m wide, with a maximum depth of c .  
0.3m, and contained dark grey sandy silt (180). It is possible that this feature dated to a 
similar period as the adjacent curvilinear gully [172] as it appeared to respect its position. 
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The only other feature identified in this trench was located at its western end and 
appeared to form the remains of a small posthole [I681 (Illus 4). This posthole had a c. 
0.2m diameter, was c. 0. lm deep and wntained mid-grey sand (1 67). 

3.3.6. Trench 6 

This trench was located close to the southern tip of the promontory, and measured 15m 
by 1.8m wide and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m (Illus 2). No 
archaeological features were observed in this trench, but instead natural sand deposits 
were encountered along with a probable tree bole, which was found at the western end of 
the trench. 

3.3.7. Trench 7 

Trench 7 was orientated north-northwest by south-southeast and ran along the crest of the 
promontory (Illus 2). In plan this trench measured 85m by 1.8m, was excavated to a 
maximum depth of 0.6m and exposed natural superficial deposits composed of yellow 
sandy clay (3) and yellowlred sand (6). This trench also exposed a comparatively dense 
concentration of potential archaeological features and deposits, particularly close to the 
centre of the trench. A small sample of these features was excavated as part of the 
evaluation (Illus 5). 

At the northern end of the trench the excavated features included three postholes [156, 
158 & 1601 and a linear gully [I621 (Illus 5 & 19). The larger of these postholes [156] 
was oval in shape, measuring c. 0.4m by 0.3m, was c. 0.15m deep and contained mid- 
greyhrown clayey silt (157) (Illus 19 & 7: S8). Immediately to the east a smaller 
posthole [I581 was found, which had a c. 0.15m diameter, was c. O.lm deep and 
wntained mid-brownlgrey clayey silt (159) (IUus 19 & 7: S9). The final posthole [I601 
in this group was located to the south and was oval in plan, measuring c. 0.35m by 0.2m. 
This posthole was only c.  0.05m deep and was filled with mottled grey clayey silt (161). 
The linear gully [162] was found to the south of this last posthole and extended for a 
distance of 1.4m from thc eastern baulk of the trench before terminating. This gully was 
0.2m wide, c. 0.2m deep and contained light to mid-grey sandy silt (163) (Illus 7: S10). 

Close to the centre of the trench a number of shallow pitslpostholes [164, 202 & 2051, a 
linear gully [228] and field drain were partially excavated (Illus 5). One of the 
pitslposthole [I641 was oval in plan, measuring c. 0.7m by 0 . 3 ~  and wntained f ie-  
cracked pebbles and an upper fill of mid-red/brown clayey silt (166) and a lower ftll of 
dark brownlgrey clayey silt (165) (Illus 7: S11). To the southeast of this pit/posthole 
were two further pits/postholes [202, 205 & 2281, which partially ran beneath the baulk 
of the trench. One of these pitlpstholes [202] had a potential diameter of c. 0.5m and 
was filled with an upper deposit of mid-red/brown silty sandy clay (204), containing 
fragments of carbonised material and fire-cracked pebbles, and a lower deposit of mid- 
grey silty sand (203), which also contained carbon and fire-cracked pebbles (Illus 20 & 
7: S12 & 13). Following excavation this pit/posthole was found to truncate an earlier 
linear gully [228], which also ran beneath the baulk of the trench. This gully was 
observed in the vertical section of the trench and had a depth of c. 0.2m and was filled 
with greyhrown clayey silt (229) (Illus 20 & 7: S13). To the south were a further 
pitlposthole [205] and an adjacent field dmn [208]. The pitlposthole [205] had c. 0.4m 
diameter and a depth of c. 0.25m and contained mid-greyhrown sandy silt and mid- 
redhrown sandy clayey silt and fragments of carbon (Illus 21 & 7: S14). The adjacent 
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field drain [208] was found to thc south, measured c. 0.5m wide and extended across the 
evaluation trench. 

In the southern portion of the trench a field drain [212] was discovered, which extended 
across the trench and was associated with mneteenth century pottery. To the north and 
south of this drain two pits/postholes [210 & 2241 were excavated, which appeared to be 
much earlicr in date (Illus 5). The pitlposthole to thc north [210] cxtended beneath the 
trench baulk, was c. 0.15111 deep and contained mid-greybrown silty clay (211). 
Similarly, the pitlposthole [224] to the south also partially extended beneath the baulk, 
though it appeared to bc a much larger feature (Illus 22). This pitlposthole had a potential 
c. 1.4m diameter, was c. 0.15m deep, and contained dark brown sandy silt (225), fire- 
cracked pebbles and a quem fragment (Illus 7: S16). 

Apart from the excavated negative features, and potential unexcavated negative features, 
observed in this treneh, it was apparent following the initially cleaning of the base of the 
trench that other deposits might be found which could he associated with early 
anthropogenic activity. These included a layer of dark to mid-redhrown clayey sand (4) 
and a second layer of mixed redhrodgrey clayey sand, containing occasional flecks of 
carbon. Although the precise origin of these deposits is not entirely clear, at this stage, it 
is possible that they represent areas of redeposited natural andlor were formed as a result 
of the early habitation of the promontory. 

3.3.8. Trench 8 

Trench 8 measured 12m by 1.8m wide, was 0.5m deep, and ran parallel with Trench 7, 
linking Trenches 1 and 9 (Illus 2). Within this trench a series of pits/postholes [135, 139, 
173 & 1751 were excavated, along with a linear gully [149] (Illus 5). 

At the northem end of the trench a large oval pit [I391 was excavatcd, which in plan 
measured c. 1.8m by 1.4m. This pit was c. 0.2m deep and contained light grey clayey 
sand (140), carbon and firecracked pebbles (Illus 23 & 8: S22). Immediately to the 
south was a h e a r  gully [149], which ran across the width of the trench. Following the 
excavation of a small section, this gully was found to be c. 0.8m wide, c. 0.3m deep, and 
was also found to contain a number of burnt stones along its edges and base, which were 
sealed by a deposit of orangebrown sand (150) (Illus 24 & 7: S19). Immediately to'the 
south of this gully was another pitlposthole [175]. This feature had a c. 0.3m diameter, 
was c. O.lm deep and contained mid-greybrown clayey silt (176) (IUus 25 & 7: S18). 

At the southern end of the trench two small postholes [I35 & 1731 were excavated. Both 
of these postholes had an approximate diameter of 0.2m, though one [I351 was 0.2m 
deep, whilst the other [I 731 was shallower extending for a depth of c. 0. lm (Illus 8: S20 
& S23). One of the postholes [I351 also contained dark to mid-brown clayey silt (134), 
whilst the other contained mid-yellowbrown sand (174). The only other feature [I691 
found in this trench was located at its southwest comer which following excavation 
appeared to represent a tree bole. 

3.3.9. Trench 9 

Trench 9 linked with Trench 8 and ran parallel with Trench 1 (Illus 2). It measured 20m 
by 1.8m and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m. 
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In the central portion of this trench a series of features were identified which, following 
excavation, appeared to relate to three separate phase of activity (Illus 6). The earliest 
feature identified was a deposit, or layer, of dark reddish grey sand (146), which was at 
least c .  0.3m thick and which ran beneath the northem baulk of the evaluation trench. 
Following its deposition this layer appears to have been truncated on its eastern, southern 
and western sides. Evidence for this truncation was present in the form of a shallow cut 
[145], extending for a depth of 0.25111, which contained a deposit of yellow clay (214) 
(Illus 24 & 8: S42 & S46). Unfortunately, due to this deposits (214) close similarity with 
the natural superficial geology of this area of the site, and the near absence of differential 
drying as a consequence of the prevailing weather conditions during the evaluation, it 
was not possible to determine its extent within the confines of the evaluation trench. It 
did, however, appear to continue for some distance to the west. The presence of two pits 
or postholes [I37 & 1471, which had been inserted into the deposit of yellow clay (214), 
represented a final phase of activity in this part of Trench 8. Although it was not possible 
to determine the full extent of these features, as both ran partially beneath the southern 
baulk of the trench, both appeared to be in oval plan. The more easterly of these features 
[I371 had an arcing profile and was deeper on its western side, where it extended to a 
depth of 0.25111. Following excavation this pit/posthole was found to contain distinct 
concentrations of carbon (153), burnt clay and fire-cracked pebbles, suggestive of in situ 
burning, and had a lower fill of mid-greylyellow sandy silt (152) and an upper fill of mid- 
greyhrown sandy silt (138) (Illus 27 & 9: S45). The more westerly of these features 
[I471 was comparatively shallow with a depth of c .  O.lm, but contained mid-grey silty 
sand (147) and fire-cracked pebbles. A flint blade was also recovered from this feature. 

In the western portion of the trench a series of unexcavated silty clay spreads were 
observed, which may represent archaeological features and deposits, along with a 
pitlposthole [I431 and linear gully [141] that were partially excavated during the course 
of the evaluation (Illus 28). The pit/posthole 1,1431 had a c .  0.45m diameter, was c .  0.15m 
deep and contained mid-grey silty clay (144) (Illus 9: S44). The linear gully measured 
0.3m across and extended diagonally from the southern baulk of the trench for a distance 
of c. 2m before terminating. This gully ranged in depth between 0.15m and 0.2m along 
its course, and in one exdavated section was found to have a shallow shelf on its western 
side (Illus 9: S41 & 43). Excavation of this gully also indicated that it contained mid- 
grey silty clay (142). 

3.3.10. Trench 10 

Trench 10 measured 20m by 1.8m and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m, and 
revealed a number of discrete archaeological features (Illus 2 & 6). 

At the eastern end of the trench these features included a linear feature [232], which had 
been truncated at a later date by a pit [I971 and h e a r  gully [200]. Although as a result of 
the later truncation it was difficult to discern the form and course of the linear feature 
[232], it did appear to run across the trench and also to increase in width from c .  0.6m to 
c .  1.2m. Following excavation this feature was found to be c .  0.2m deep and to contain 
bluelwhite clay (233) (Illus 9: S38). On its eastern side this feature had been truncated by 
a large, seemingly, sub-circular pit [197]. Only a portion of this pit was exposed in the 
evaluation trench, as it ran beneath the northern baulk of the trench, but this portion 
covered an area measuring 1.7m by 0.9m. Half-sectioning of the visible portion of this pit 
revealed that it had a maximum depth of c .  0.3m and wntained two separate fills OUus 
29 & 8: S31). The lower fill (199) comprised mottled yellowlgrey clayey silt, containing 
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fire-cracked pebbles, whilst the upper fill (198) was composed of mid-browdgrey clayey 
silt. A flint core was also discovered within this upper fill. To the west of the pit and 
truncating the earlier linear feature [232] a linear gully was also identified. This gully had 
a maximum width of 0.4m and ran across the width of the trench in northwest-southeast 
direction. Excavated sections of this feature indicated that it had an irregular profile along 
its course, with a maximum depth of 0.2m, and contained mid-greylyellow sandy clay 
(201) and flecks of wbonised material (Illus 30 & 9: S36 & S38). Approximately 2.4m 
to the west a second linear gully [I951 was discovered. This gully was c .  0.3m wide, c. 
O.lm deep, containing light greyhrown clayey silt (196), and ran in the same direction as 
the gully [200] to the east, suggesting that it might be a contemporary, and related, 
feature (Illus 31 & 8: S26). 

At the western end of the trench three pitslpostholes [186, 191 & 1931 were identified and 
excavated, along with a linear feature, which appears to form the terminus of a linear 
gully (Illus 6). The largest of the pitslposthole [I911 had a c. 0.4m diameter, was 0.2m 
deep and contained mid-grey sandy silt (192) (Illus 9: S47). The other small postholes 
[I86 & 1931 had diameters of c. 0.3m and c. 0 .2q  depths of c. 0.25111 and c .  0.2m and 
contained mid-grey clayey silt (187) and mid-greyhrown clayey silt (194) (Illus 8: S25 
& 9: S35). Located in between the postholes was the linear gully [188], which measured 
0.6m wide and extended for a distance of 1.lm from the northern baulk of the trench 
before terminating. This gully was orientated, as with the gullies [I95 & 2001 found in 
the eastern portion of the trench, northwest-southeast and was found to be 0.2m deep. 
The gully contained two discrete fills which included light brown yellow sandy clay 
(189) and two patches of light grey sandy clay (190), which may represent areas of root 
disturbance (Illus 8: S21). 

3.3.11. Trench 11 

Trench 11 measured 20m by 1.8m and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m (Illus 
2). Although this trench was traversed by four modem field drains, a number of potential 
early features were identified and excavated (Illus 6). These included four pits/postholes 
[215,217,219& 2211. 

At the eastern end of the trench an oval shaped pit/posthole [221] was identified, which 
measured 0.5m by 0 . 2 ~  was O.lm deep and contained Light yellowlgrey sandy clay 
(222). To the west were two further postholeslpits [217 & 2191, which both had diameters 
of c .  0.5m. One of these features [217] had a depth of c .  O.lm and contained a lower 
deposit of mid-grey clayey silt (223), which was sealed by a deposit of mid-grey sandy 
silt (220) containing flecks of w b o n  (Illus 8: S32). The other pit/posthole [219] was also 
c .  O.lm deep, but contained light yellow grey clayey sand (218) (Illus 32 & 9: S37). The 
final excavated pit/posthole [2 151 was found close to the western end of the trench and 
had been partially truncated by one of the modem field drains. This feature had an 
irregular shape, covering an area measuring c .  0.8m by 0.6m, was O.lm deep and 
contained mid-grey sand (2 16). 

3.3.12. Trench 12 

Trench 12 was position close to the southern tip of the promontory and linked to the 
southern end of Trench 12 (Illus 2). This trench measured 20m by 1.8m and was 
excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m. 
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The excavation of this trench exposed a number of amorphous deposits of grey silty 
sandylclay, which might be archaeological in origin or may represent areas which have 
had been disturbed by root action (Illus 6). Due to thc indistinguishable extent of these 
deposits only one clearly defined feature was targeted for excavation. This was a linear 
gully [226], which ran across the trench in a northwest-southeast direction. This gully had 
a width of 0.3m, a depth of c .  0.5m and contained dark to mid-grey sandy silt (227), 
patches of yellow clay, fire-cracked pebbles and fragments of possible bone (Illus 33 & 
9: S48). 

3.4. Small Finds 

Dr Chantal Conneller 

Two pieces of worked flint were recovered from the site (Illus 34): From context 197 
came a small core made on a frost fractured pebble with water-worn cortex. Despite its 
poor quality, the core displays a number of bladelet and fine flake scars and some 
evidence for core preparation. This core is likely to be late Mesolithic in date. 

The other piece, from context 147, is a bladelet, also made on pebble flint. Bladelets are 
usually indicative of Mesolithiclearly Neolithic activities; however this piece displays 
irregular flake scars on its dorsal surface, and the knapper employed a natural ridge to 
guide the removal. As a result, it could also be later prehistoric in date. 

3.4.2. Qumn Fragment 

A small fragment from a rotary quem was recovered from a pit [224] in Trench 7. This 
fragment was composed of grit stone and measured 80mm x 50mm x 45mm (Illus 35). 
This quern might date to either the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age or Romano-British period. 

A proportion of the features examined contained fire-cracked pebbles. These pebbles may 
have been heated and then droppcd into water contained in either pottery vessels or pits, 
which caused them to fracture. The presence of these pebbles might therefore be 
suggestive of early domestic activity, or relate to more transient activity such as that 
associated with the establishment of temporary hunting camps. 

The deposits containing fire-cracked pebbles included: (110) in [109]; (199) in [197]; 
(140) in [139]; (227) in [226]; (112) in [Ill];  (130) in [129]; (138) in [137]; (166) in 
[164]; (225) in [224]; (108) in [107]; and (106) in [105]. 

3.5. Soil Samples 

During the evaluation 20 bulk soil samples were extracted from a selection of features 
found within the evaluation trenches (Table 1). Following consultation with Dr A Myers, 
Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, there is a recommendation for 
these samples to be submitted for palaeoenvironmental assessment in order to determine 
the presence of bone and carbonised plant macrofossils, which could then be submitted 
for radiocarbon dating. 
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Context Trench 
138 in [137] 9 
152 in [151] 9 
138 in [I371 9 
153 in [I511 9 
165 in [164] 7 
166 in [I641 7 
192 in [I911 10 
194 in [I931 10 
196 in [I951 10 
201 in [200] 10 
203 in [202] 7 
204 in [202] 7 
207 in [205] 7 
216 in [215] 11 
220 in [219] 11 
225 in [224] 7 
227 in [226] 12 
114in[113] 1 
141 in [142] 9 
152 in [151/137] 

Table 1. Soil Samples 
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4. Building Survey 

4.1. A building survey was undertaken of the small building, which was identified during the 
desk-based assessment as being a potential World War I1 structure (Illus 1). This survey 
comprised the production of a measured ground plan of the building and a rapid 
photographic s w e y  of the exterior and interior of the structure (Illus 36-52). 

4.2. Thc survey indicated that the building was a brick built structure, which was rectangular 
in plan measuring externally 3.65m by 2.6m. The walls were three courses thick and 
were constructed of machine-made bricks measuring 230mm x 1 lOmm x 80mm, which 
werc bondcd with hard light grcy mortar. The bricks were set in an English Garden Wall 
bond at ratio of 3 stretchers to 1 header wurse. The walls stood to a height of 2.7m. A 
0.8m wide doorway was positioned on the eastern side of the building, which 
incorporated a concrete lintel in its design. On the exterior wall, either side of this 
doorway two iron door hinges were found. The roof of the structure was composed of a 
flat reinforced concrete slab, which was 0.16111 thick and had a small circular skylight at 
its centre. 

Within the interior of the structure an additional one course thick brick 'skin' had been 
added to the eastern wall. Other internal features included two complete cast iron girders 
and the stubs of one girder located on the northern side of the building, which spanned 
the structure. These girders were set directly above each other, with the lower positioned 
Im above the floor level, the middle 1.25111 and the upper 2m above the level ofthe floor. 

-To the south of the doorway a similar arrangement was apparent with a series of cast iron 
girders set above each other. In this half of the building it appears that originally four cast 
iron girders were found, though only the two upper girders were still in situ. These 
girders were set 0.4m, lm, 2m and 2.4m above the floor level of the building. 

Set lm  to the east of the building was a brick wall which may have formed a blast 
protection wall, shielding the entrance to the building. This wall was three courses thick 
and was constructed of machine-made bricks bonded with hard light grey mortar. The 
bricks were set in an English Garden Wall bond at ratio of 3 stretchers to 1 header course. 
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5. Discussion 

5.1 The archaeological evaluation across the low promontory positioned adjacent to the A57 
has exposed evidence for early activity, which on present evidence seems to be spatially 
confmed to the higher portions of the site where the superficial geology is composed of 
yellowhrown sandy clay. This evidence includes a series of ephemeral pitslpostholes, 
linear gullies, which were partially excavated, and potential, unexcavated, features 
characterised by spreads of silty/sandy/clay. 

The date of this activity is provided, in some measure, by the small finds, though more 
cxact dates for the use of this area could be obtained through a programme of radiocarbon 
dating of any carbonised remains present within the soil samples extracted ftom the site. 
The small finds include a flint blade and core and the fragment of a rotary quern, whilst 
other finds that might also be associated with early activity include the numerous 
discoveries of fire-cracked pebbles, which were found within many of the pitslpostholes 
and gullies. These finds suggest that the promontory was the focus for activity during the 
Late Mesolithic-Neolithic and Late Iron AgeRomano-British period, although it is also 
possible based on its apparent topographical suitability that this area was continually 
visitedloccupied throughout the prehistoric period and the early part of the first 
millennium AD. 

Although the nature and form of this occupation is not particularly clear it is possible that 
initially during the Late MesolithichTeolithic this would have been fairly transient and 
was perhaps associated with hunting/fishing/fowling in a lowland area positioned 
between the River Irwell, Salteye Brook and Chat Moss. However, in later periods the 
area may have seen a more peimanent form of settlement, which was associated with the 
processing of grain. Moreover, it is possible that the potential curvilinear structure [I051 
located in Trench 3 and the linear gullies, such as those located in Trench 1 and 2 [107, 
11 1 & 1091, formed elements of this putative permanent settlement. 
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6. Archive 

6.1. The archive comprises annotated field drawings, digital and colour positive photographs, 
a small collection of artefacts and the bulk soil samples. This archive is currently held by 
the University of Manchester Archaeological Unit. 

6.2. A copy of this report will be deposited with the Greater Manchester Sites and Monuments 
Record. 
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nlustration 36. Ground plan of the potential World W a r n  building. 
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I l l u s t ~ o n  44. Vkw 7 (for location of viewpoint see Illus 36). 
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