
 
 
 

Land at No. 40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire, LE12 8BY 
 

(NGR: SK 5686 1593) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

An Archaeological Evaluation 2009 
 
 

Planning Ref: P/09/0471/2 
Museum Accession No: X.A188.2009 

 
 
 

 
   

     © Benchmark Archaeology 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Land at No. 40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire, LE12 8BY 
 

(NGR: SK 5686 1593) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Archaeological Evaluation 2009 
 
 

Planning Ref: P/09/0471/2 
Museum Accession No: X.A188.2009 

  
 

by 
 

                     
 

64 Edwards Road 
Erdington 

Birmingham 
B24 9EW 

 
Tel: 07939 066 301 

Tel/Fax: 0121 241 5771 
 

E: office@benchmark-archaeology.co.uk 
W: www.benchmark-archaeology.co.uk 

 
                                                
 

 Reporting: Richard Cherrington 
 Pottery: Dr Malcolm Lyne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benchmark Archaeology will retain the copyright of any commissioned reports, tender documents or other projected 
documents, under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved, excepting that it hereby provides 
an exclusive licence to the client for the use of such documents by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as 
described in the Project Design/Specification/Written Scheme of Investigation. 
 

 
 

Cover Image: Extract from Ordnance Survey mapping of 1888 
 
 
 



 
Contents 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Non-Technical Summary 

 
1.0  INTRODUCTION 

 
2.0 SITE LOCATION, DESCRIPTION, AND GEOLOGY 

 
3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL / HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND  

 
4.0 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY  

 
5.0 EVALUATION RESULTS 

 
6.0 THE FINDS 

 
7.0 CONCLUDING STATEMENTS 
 
8.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
9.0 REFERENCES 

 
 

List of Figures 
 

Figure 1:  Site location 

Figure 2:  Proposed development site   
Figure 3:  Proposed development 
Figure 4:  Trench locations 
Figure 5:  Trench 1 plan 
Figure 6:  Trench 2 plan 

Figure 7:  Trench sections 
Figure 8:  Feature sections 
 
List of Plates 

 
Plate 1:   Site prior to evaluation trenching, looking west 

Plate 2:   Trench 1, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales)  

Plate 3:   Feature 102, looking east (0.50m scale) 

Plate 4:   Trench 2, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 

Plate 5:   F203, looking east (0.50m scale) 

Plate 6:   F202, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 

Plate 7:   F202, in situ wheel-turned jar fragments (25cm scale) 

Plate 8:   Trench 2, looking east (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 

Plate 9:   F204, looking east (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 



Plate 10:   Unstratifed pottery from Trench 1 (10cm scale) 

Plate 11:   Unstratifed pottery from Trench 2 (10cm scale) 

Plate 12:   Pottery from Grave 204 (10cm scale) 

Plate 13:   Detail of wheel-turned jar fragments from Grave F204 (10cm scale) 

Plate 14:   Pottery and tegula fragment from F202 (10cm scale) 

 
List of Tables 
 

Table 1:   Pottery catalogue 
 



 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Land at No. 40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire (NGR: SK 5686 1593): An Archaeological Evaluation 
2009 (Planning Ref: P/09/0471/2, Museum Accession No. X.A188.2009) 
 

 

1

  Non-Technical Summary  

 
 During October 2009, Benchmark Archaeology (BA) undertook a 

programme of Archaeological Evaluation (Trial Trenching) on land at 
40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire LE12 8BY (NGR: SK 5686 1593, 
Figures 1 and 2). The work was commissioned and funded by Mr. 
Jock Keenan.  

 
 The proposed development site had been identified as an area of 

significant archaeological potential based on records held by the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record (HER). Due 
to the archaeological potential of the site, the Senior Planning 
Archaeologist, Historic & Natural Environment Team (HNET), 
Leicestershire County Council, recommended the need for a 
programme of exploratory trial trenching to be conducted prior to the 
start of development.  This work will be followed, if shown necessary, 
by an appropriate programme of archaeological investigation and 
recording to be completed either prior to or during the groundwork 
phase. The Local Planning Authority has been advised to secure this 
work by condition on the current planning permission P/09/0471/2. 

 
  Evaluation fieldwork on the site has demonstrated the presence of 

significant Roman archaeological features encountered at a depth of 
up to c. 0.65m below the existing ground level. Features identified 
during trial trenching comprised a north – south aligned inhumation 
and a shallow ditch / gully dating to the 1st / 2nd Century AD. Another 
shallow ditch / gully was recorded running east – west across the site 
but is currently undated. A range of 1st – 3rd Century Roman pottery 
and a fragment of tegula was recovered from the excavated features 
and generated spoil. Earlier activity on the site was demonstrated by 
the recovery of two fragments of Late Iron Age ‘Belgic’ pottery dating 
from c.25 BC – AD 60. A single sherd of Post-medieval pottery was 
also recorded.  

 
 Proposed development on the site will consist of the erection of two 

semi-detached dwellings. Groundworks for the development will 
comprise formation level area stripping to a depth of c. 0.60m and 
foundation trenching to a depth of c. 1.0m from existing levels. Given 
the nature and extent of the proposed groundworks, it is highly likely 
that the proposed development would impact on the archaeological 
deposits identified during the evaluation and also on any unidentified 
archaeologically significant deposits present. A final decision 
regarding the nature of any further mitigation will need to be made by 
the Archaeological Advisor to Leicestershire County Council 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: General Site Location 
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Figure 2: Proposed Development Site 
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Figure 3: Proposed Development 
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Figure 4: Trench Locations 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 During October 2009, Benchmark Archaeology (BA) undertook a 

programme of Archaeological Evaluation (Trial Trenching) on land at 
40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire LE12 8BY (NGR: SK 5686 1593, 
Figures 1 and 2). The work was commissioned and funded by Mr. 
Jock Keenan.  

 
1.2 The proposed development site had been identified as an area of 

significant archaeological potential based on records held by the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record (HER). Due 
to the archaeological potential of the site, the Senior Planning 
Archaeologist, Historic & Natural Environment Team (HNET), 
Leicestershire County Council, recommended the need for a 
programme of exploratory trial trenching to be conducted prior to the 
start of development.  This work will be followed, if shown necessary, 
by an appropriate programme of archaeological investigation and 
recording to be completed either prior to or during the groundwork 
phase. The Local Planning Authority has been advised to secure this 
work by condition on the current planning permission P/09/0471/2. 

 
1.3 BA is an independent archaeological organisation providing a wide 

range of archaeological services carried out to the highest 
professional standards. They carry out watching briefs, evaluations, 
excavations, surveys, desk-based assessments, historic building 
recording and church archaeology, in addition to other specialist and 
logistical services. BA is committed to ensuring that the client receives 
a cost-effective service, whilst itself maintaining the highest 
professional standards, and enhancing the archaeological record.  All 
projects are carried out in accordance with PPG 15 and 16 (DoE, 
1990), the guidance of the Treasure Act (1996), and the guidelines 
and recommendations issued by the Institute for Archaeologists and 
English Heritage. 

 
1.4  Richard Cherrington is Principal Archaeologist at BA. He has several 

years experience as a supervising commercial archaeologist working 
for university and local authority archaeological units in the UK and 
overseas.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Ancient History & 
Archaeology, a PG Cert in Environmental Management, and a PG 
Diploma in Practical Archaeology. Richard is an Associate level 
member of the Institute for Archaeologists (AIFA), a Fellow of The 
Royal Geographical Society (FRGS), and a member of the Council for 
British Archaeology (CBA), Vernacular Architecture Group (VAG), and 
the British Brick Society (BBS). 

                                          
2.0  SITE LOCATION, DESCRIPTION AND GEOLOGY  
 
2.1 The application site comprises an area of c. 360m² located to the to 

the rear of No. 40 Unitt Road, Quorn, Leicestershire, LE12 8BY (NGR: 
SK 5686 1593, Figures 1 and 2). 
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2.2  The site rises gently from north to south, from c. 50m AOD. The 
development site is currently under rough grass cover and surrounded 
by residential properties. A small concrete shed / garage base is 
present in the northwest corner of the site.   

 
2.3 The underlying geology (Mercian Mudstone) is overlain by drift 

deposits (Wanlip sand and gravel) (LCC 2009). 
 
2.4 No site-specific geo-technical information was available at the time of 

writing. 
 
2.5 A pre-tender site visit was carried out on 11/10/2009. The visit did not 

identify any potential archaeological/historical features, structures or 
deposits within the application site, and no logistical constraints were 
identified. 

 

 
 

Plate 1: Site prior to evaluation trenching, looking west  
 

3.0  ARCHAEOLOGICAL / HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (with LCC 
2009) 

 
3.1 The Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record (HER) 

shows that the application site lies in an area of archaeological 
interest, within an area of Roman settlement (HER Ref. No. 
MLE8775). Various Roman finds have been made, some when the 
houses were being built in the 1950s (such as a human burial, 
MLE836), some in back gardens (such as sherds of a storage jar, 
MLE9370) and some through investigation including metal detecting 
(various finds, MLE832). Consequently, it was understood that there 
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was a likelihood that buried archaeological remains would be affected 
by the current proposals. 

 
3.2  No known previous archaeological work has been carried out on the 

application site itself.  
 
4.0  PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 
4.1.1 The Institute for Archaeologists (IFA) defines archaeological field 

evaluation as: “a limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive 
fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological 
features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified 
area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. If such 
archaeological remains are present field evaluation defines their 
character, extent, quality and preservation, and enables an 
assessment of their worth in a local, regional, national or international 
context as appropriate” (IFA 2001b). 
 

4.1.2 The IFA states that the purpose of archaeological field evaluation is: 
“to gain information about the archaeological resource within a given 
area or site (including its presence or absence, character, extent, 
date, integrity, state of preservation and quality), in order to make an 
assessment of its merit in the appropriate context” (ibid).  
 

4.1.3 Upon completion, the IFA suggests that archaeological field evaluation 
may lead leading to one or more of the following: 
 

• The formulation of a strategy to ensure the recording, preservation or 
management of the resource 

 
• The formulation of a strategy to mitigate a threat to the archaeological 

resource 
 

• The formulation of a proposal for further archaeological investigation within a 
programme of research 

 
4.1.4 The purpose of the work is to define the character, date, and extent of 

archaeological remains that exist in the area under consideration, and 
to facilitate discussions regarding the need for preservation or other 
mitigation measures in any future potential development.  

 
4.1.5 The evaluation will seek to assess, amongst other variables, the 

presence, absence, depth, quality, date and condition of preservation 
of archaeological remains and palaeo-environmental deposits that lie 
within areas identified as of potential archaeological significance.  

 
4.2  Archaeological Field Evaluation (Trial Trenching) 
 
4.2.1 The archaeological investigation, exploratory trial trenching and 

subsequent appropriate mitigation forms the “programme of 
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archaeological work” specified in that condition.  The requirement for 
archaeological work is in accordance with PPG 16 “Archaeology and 
Planning”. The purpose of the work is to identify and record 
archaeological deposits.   

 
4.2.2 Archaeological field evaluation at the site comprised the excavation of 

a total of c. 25.30 linear meters (c. 34.16m²) of evaluation trenching. 
  
4.2.3 A representative amount of archaeological features within the 

trenches were sample excavated by hand in order to determine the 
date, character etc. of features encountered.  

 
4.2.4 To achieve the evaluation aims, the following methodology was 

adopted:    
 
   Excavation 
 

• Tarmacadam, concrete and other hardstanding will be stripped using a 
mechanical excavator fitted with a suitable bucket.  It may be necessary to 
utilise a breaker, toothed bucket or other plant to remove any hardstanding, 
but for archaeological purposes a toothless ditching bucked will be used 
below this horizon. This machine excavation will be carried out under 
constant archaeological supervision.   

 
• Mechanical excavations will take place to the level of natural deposits or 

where archaeological horizons are encountered. 
 

• If archaeological horizons are encountered then subsequent excavations will 
be undertaken by hand. 

 
• Trenches will be back-filled subject to agreement with the curatorial 

monitoring authority.  
 

• All human remains will initially be left in situ. Where it is necessary to remove 
human remains, then this will be carried out in accordance with the relevant 
Ministry of Justice regulations.  It will also be carried out in accordance with 
relevant health and safety legislation pertaining to the removal of human 
remains. 

 
• All excavation by machine and hand will be  undertaken with a view to avoid 

damaging archaeological deposits or features which appear worthy of 
preservation in situ or more detailed investigation than for the purposes of 
evaluation. 

 
Recording 

 
 

• Trenches will be surveyed and located to an accuracy of 0.1m or greater 
using tapes, plane table, or EDM equipment. 

 
• Trench plans will be drawn at scale 1:50 and 1:20 as appropriate and located 

on a site plan.  Sections will be drawn at scale 1:20 or 1:10 as appropriate. 
 

• Registers will be maintained of all photographs, levels, plans, sections, finds 
and samples taken, made or gathered in the field. 

 
• Site photography will be carried out using 35mm SLR cameras on both colour 

slide and monochrome film, supplemented by digital images.  
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• A detailed context record will be maintained on individual pro-forma record 

cards. Each archaeological layer, fill, cut, etc., will be individually numbered 
and described.  

 
General 

 
• All stages of the project will be carried out in accordance with the 

requirements established in the English Heritage volume entitled the 
‘Management of Archaeological Projects’ (MAP2).   

 
• The evaluation will be conducted in accordance with the project brief and will 

be carried out in accordance with the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (2001). Code of 
Conduct’ (1985, as revised 1997), ‘By-Law Code of Approved Practice for the 
Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology’ (1990 as 
revised, 1998). 

 
• The work shall be undertaken in accordance with advice given for ‘rural’ 

excavation in “Guidelines and Procedures for Archaeological work 
Leicestershire and Rutland” (Leicestershire County Council, 1997). 

 
• The evaluation work will be undertaken in accordance with, and fulfil the 

requirements of, the archaeological brief issued by Leicestershire County 
Council. 

 
• A project accession number (X.A188.2009) has been drawn. 

 
• All finds and samples will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, 

bagged and boxed in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute for 
Conservation Guidelines 2.  Advice will be taken on an appropriate 
environmental sampling strategy, where appropriate. 

 
• Where appropriate, specialist analysis of artefacts will be carried out by 

recognised experts. 
 

• All site staff will wear relevant Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
 

• All archaeological operations will take into account personal safety and must 
follow SCAUM guidelines and Health and Safety legislation. 

 
• The discovery of substantial structural remains requiring preservation in situ 

will entail detailed discussion between all relevant parties. The costs 
associated with excavating, conserving, and curation of other unforeseen 
objects or structures of national importance lie outside the scope of this 
evaluation. 

 
• Where structures, features or finds appear to merit preservation in situ, they 

will be adequately protected from deterioration. 
 

• If appropriate, environmental samples will be taken from features to enable 
their date, nature, extant and condition to be described and analysed. 
Environmental sampling guidelines provided by English Heritage and the 
‘Working Papers of the Association for Environmental Archaeology, Number 
2. Environmental archaeology evaluations, September 1995’, will be adhered 
to. 

 
• All finds which may constitute ‘treasure’ under the Treasure Act, 1997 will be 

removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner.  Where removal 
can not take place on the same working day as discovery, suitable security 
will be taken to protect the finds from theft. 
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5.0  EVALUATION RESULTS (Figures 4 – 8, Plates 2 – 9) 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
5.1.1 Prior to evaluation trenching, the footprint of the proposed 

development was marked out by the developer in order to advise the 
location of the evaluation trenches. The evaluation trenches (Trenches 
1 and 2) were positioned along the lines of proposed foundation 
trenches within the building footprint. A total of c. 25.30 linear meters 
(c. 34.16m²) of evaluation trenching was excavated. Due to logistical 
constraints, Trench 2 was excavated in a ‘T’ shaped plan. A small 
assemblage of unstratifed pottery was recovered during machine 
excavation and from generated spoil.   

 
5.2 Trial Trenching 
 
5.2.1 Trench 1  

 
Alignment:  NNE - SSW  

Dimensions:  10.0m long x c. 1.35m wide 
 
5.2.1.1 The natural ground surface comprised stiff red clay (104) and was 

encountered at depth of c. 0.60m below the modern surface. Three 
features cut the natural clay deposits.  

 
5.2.1.2 Located to the north of the trench, F102 comprised elements of a 

shallow east – west aligned linear ditch / gully with a rounded base 
measuring 0.50m in width and up to 0.15m in depth. The feature fill 
(103) consisted of a single deposit of reddish-brown loamy clay with 
small stones and occasional charcoal flecks. No finds were recovered 
from the feature. 

 
5.2.1.3 The remaining features in the trench consisted of a narrow slate-filled 

land-drain and a modern service trench, both on an east – west 
alignment.  

 
5.2.1.4 These features and deposits were overlain by a deposit of reddish-

brown sandy clay and small stones (101) c. 0.20m in depth and sealed 
by a deposit of dark-brown sandy clayey loam with frequent demolition 
debris, charcoal, and occasional pebbles (100) c. 0.35m in depth.   
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                        Plate 2: Trench 1, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales)  
 

 
 

Plate 3: Feature 102, looking east (0.50m scale) 
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5.2.2 Trench 2  
 

Alignment:  NNE - SSW / WNW - ESE 

Dimensions:  NNE – SSW c. 9.60m long x c. 1.35m wide 

WNW – ESE c. 5.70m long x c. 1.35m wide 
 
5.2.2.1 The natural ground surface comprised stiff red clay (208) and was 

encountered at depth of up to c. 0.65m below the modern surface. 
Four features cut the natural clay deposits.  

 
5.2.2.2 To the north of the trench, F203 comprised an apparent continuation 

of F102 recorded in Trench 1 and consisted of elements of a shallow 
east – west aligned linear ditch / gully with a near-flat base measuring 
0.70m in width and up to 0.10m in depth. The feature fill consisted of a 
single deposit of reddish-brown loamy clay with small stones and 
occasional charcoal flecks (206). No finds were recovered from the 
feature. 

 
5.2.2.3 Towards the centre of the trench, a rectangular feature (F202) was 

identified cutting the natural clay. The cut was aligned north – south 
and measured 1.60m in length and 0.45m in width. Upon closer 
inspection, and limited sample excavation, this feature proved to be a 
Roman inhumation dating to the 1st / 2nd Century AD. Identified grave 
goods comprised a fragmentary wheel-turned jar in a rough black 
fabric with a finger-jabbed flush girth cordon (see Section 6.0 below) 
recovered from the northern end of the grave cut presumably near to 
the position of the head. While the grave was not fully excavated*, 
several juvenile-sized teeth were exposed which, given the size of the 
grave cut, suggests the presence of both adult and juvenile human 
remains. The grave cut was filled by a deposit of reddish-brown loamy 
clay with frequent charcoal flecks and occasional small stones (205). A 
further 4 sherds of 1st / 2nd Century AD pottery was recovered from the 
fill of the grave cut.  

 
5.2.2.4 At the southern end of the trench, part of a roughly northeast – 

southwest aligned ditch / gully (F204) was recorded. The feature was 
filled by a deposit of reddish-brown loamy clay with occasional small 
stones (207), had a V-shaped profile, and measured 0.40m in width 
and 0.18m in depth. The feature contained 5 sherds of 1st / 2nd Century 
AD pottery and a single fragment of early Roman tegula.    

 
5.2.2.5 The remaining features in the trench consisted of a narrow slate-filled 

land-drain and a modern service trench, both on an east – west 
alignment. These features and deposits were overlain by a deposit of 
reddish-brown sandy clay with small stones (201) c. 0.35m in depth 
and sealed by a deposit of dark-brown sandy clayey loam with 
frequent demolition debris, charcoal, and occasional pebbles (100) c. 
0.30m in depth.   
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5.2.2.6 After a site meeting with Richard Clark and Lucy Griffin from the 
Historic and Natural Environment Team, Leicestershire County 
Council, it was agreed that the Roman inhumation (F202) would not be 
fully excavated during the evaluation stage. The burial was therefore 
covered with a permeable membrane and blinded with a highly-visible 
layer of fine hardcore prior to the backfilling of the trenches.    

 

 
 

Plate 4: Trench 2, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 
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Plate 5: F203, looking east (0.50m scale) 
 

                          
 

Plate 6: F202, looking south (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 
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Plate 7: F202, in situ wheel-turned jar fragments (25cm scale) 
 

                                  
 

Plate 8: Trench 2, looking east (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 
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Plate 9: F204, looking east (1.0m and 0.50m scales) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Trench 1 Plan 
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Figure 6: Trench 2 Plan 
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Figure 7: Trench Sections 
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Figure 8: Feature Sections 
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6.0          THE FINDS by Dr. Malcolm Lyne (Plates 10 – 14, Table 1) 
 
6.1               Introduction 

 
6.1.1 The evaluation yielded 28 sherds (482g.) of pottery, of which 10 

sherds (175g.) from Trenches 1 and 2 were unstratified. The 
remaining came from two contexts (205 and 207). All but three of the 
sherds date to the period c.AD.50-150/200. The remaining three 
sherds comprise two fragments from ‘Belgic’ grog tempered ware jars 
of c.25BC - AD.50 date and one from a post-Medieval open form with 
internal black glaze.  

 
6.2 Methodology 

 
6.2.1 The assemblages were quantified by numbers of sherds and their 

weights per fabric. These fabrics were classified using a x8 
magnification lens with inbuilt metric graticule in order to identify the 
natures, forms, sizes and frequencies of added inclusions and three 
numbered fabric series drawn up with the prefixes IA, R and PM for 
Iron Age, Roman and Post-Medieval respectively. Form codings, 
where applicable, are those formulated by the Leicester 
Archaeological Unit. 
 

6.2.2 None of the assemblages are large enough for additional 
quantification by Estimated Vessel Equivalents based on rim sherds 
(EVEs).  
 

6.3 The Assemblages 
 

6.3.1 There were two small stratified pottery assemblages. The first of these 
is from Grave F202 and comprises nine fresh joining sherds from the 
lower part of a wheel-turned jar in rough black fabric R.1 with a finger-
jabbed flush girth cordon (c.AD.60-130), two fresh fragments from a 
beaker of LAU form 9B1 (c.AD.70-150) and one more abraded sherd 
each from a beaker or flagon in fine cream fabric R.7 and an ovoid 
beaker in fabric R9 (c.AD.50-120 and AD.50-100 respectively). The jar 
in fabric R.1 is probably grave-goods and dates the burial to c.AD.70-
130. 
 

6.3.2 The second assemblage is that from Gully F204 and comprises three 
sherds from a ?Dr 37 bowl copy in fabric R.6B fired rough pinkish 
brown and two fresh joining pieces from the pedestal base of a jar in 
grey-black fabric R.4. This assemblage is very small and not closely 
datable: it is, however, early Roman in date and probably belongs to 
the period c.AD.70-150.  
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6.4 Fabrics 

 
6.4.1 Late Iron Age 

 
• IA.1A. Very-fine ‘Belgic’ grog-tempered ware. 

 
• IA.1B. Coarse version of above. 

 
6.4.2 Roman  

 
• R.1. Sandy rough black fabric with profuse <1.00mm. angular and 

subangular quartz filler and <3.00mm angular yellow sandstone fragment 
 

• R.2. Rough pale-grey fabric with profuse <0.50mm. subangular white quartz-
sand filler and sparse white ?limestone. 

• R.3. Very-fine-sanded grey fabric with profuse <0.50mm. multi-coloured 
quartz-sand filler, fired rough black with pink margins. 

 
• R.4. Smooth grey fabric with profuse <0.30mm. quartz filler. 

 
• R.5. Similar but with additional <0.50mm. soft rounded black inclusions. 

 
• R.6A. Smooth blue-grey fabric with profuse <0.10mm. quartz and moderate 

<1.00mm. soft rounded black inclusions. 
 

• R.6B. Oxidised version of the above. 
 

• R.7. Largely sandfree cream fabric with occasional <0.50mm. quartz and 
profuse 0.10<0.50mm soft angular red and black ferrous inclusions. 

 
• R.8. Rough off-white fabric with profuse <0.30mm. multi-coloured quartz and 

angular black <1.00mm. ironstone inclusions. Mancetter-Hartshill mortaria 
fabric 

 
• R.9. Sandfree orange fabric.  

 
6.4.3 Post-medieval. 

 
• PM.1. Red earthenware with internal black glaze. 
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Context Fabric Form Date-range No. of 

sherds 
Wt. in g Comments

Tr. 1 u/s R.2 
R.6A 

5D2 Bowl 
? 

c.70-200 
c.70-200+

     1 
    1

        9 
       2 

 

         2       11g  
Tr.2 u/s IA.1A 

IA.IB 
R.3 
R.4 
R.8 
PM.1 
Tile 

Neck-cordoned 
bowl 
 
Closed form 
Closed form 
Mortarium 
Open form 
Tegula 

c.25BC-AD.60 
c.25BC-AD.60 
c.50-250 
c.50-250 
c.135-165 
c.1550-1700 
early Roman 

     1 
     1 
     1 
     3 
     1 
     1 
     1 

        4 
        3 
      13 
      35 
    101 
        8 
    242 

 
 
Abraded 
Fresh 
 
Fresh 

         8     164g.  
Tr 2  
F202 

R.1 
 
R.6A 
R.7 
R.9 

Jar with décor 
girth cordon 
9B1 beaker 
Flagon or beaker 
?ovoid beaker 

c.60-130 
 
c.70-150 
c.50-120 
c.0-60 

 
     9 
     2 
     1 
     1 

 
    237 
        7 
        9 
        3 

 
Fresh 1 jar 
Fresh 
 
 

   c.70-120    13      256g.  Grave  
Tr 2 
F204 

R.4 
R.6B 
Tile 

Jar base 
Bowl 
Tegula 

c.70-150 
c.70-200 
early Roman 

     2 
     3 
     1 

      40 
      11 
    223 

Fresh joining 

  c.70-150     5      51g Shallow linear gully
 

Table 1: Pottery Catalogue 
 

 
 

Plate 10: Unstratifed pottery from Trench 1 (10cm scale) 
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Plate 11: Unstratifed pottery from Trench 2 (10cm scale) 
 

                   
 

Plate 12: Pottery from Grave 204 (10cm scale) 
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Plate 13: Detail of wheel-turned jar fragments from Grave F204 (10cm scale) 
 

                     
 

Plate 14: Pottery and tegula fragment from F202 (10cm scale) 
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7.0  CONCLUDING STATEMENTS 
 
7.1  Evaluation fieldwork on the site has demonstrated the presence of 

significant Roman archaeological features encountered at a depth of 
up to c. 0.65m below the existing ground level. Features identified 
during trial trenching comprised a north – south aligned inhumation 
and a shallow ditch / gully dating to the 1st / 2nd Century AD. Another 
shallow ditch / gully was recorded running east – west across the site 
but is currently undated. A range of 1st – 3rd Century Roman pottery 
and a fragment of tegula was recovered from the excavated features 
and generated spoil. Earlier activity on the site was demonstrated by 
the recovery of two fragments of Late Iron Age ‘Belgic’ pottery dating 
from c.25 BC – AD 60. A single sherd of Post-medieval pottery was 
also recorded.  

 
7.2 Proposed development on the site will consist of the erection of two 

semi-detached dwellings. Groundworks for the development will 
comprise formation level area stripping to a depth of c. 0.60m and 
foundation trenching to a depth of c. 1.0m from existing levels. Given 
the nature and extent of the proposed groundworks, it is highly likely 
that the proposed development would impact on the archaeological 
deposits identified during the evaluation and also on any unidentified 
archaeologically significant deposits present. A final decision 
regarding the nature of any further mitigation will need to be made by 
the Archaeological Advisor to Leicestershire County Council 
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