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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
NGR NZ 081 577 
OASIS No: Tyneandw3- 
 
An evaluation was commissioned by UK Coal Ltd on the site of the proposed 
Hoodsclose Surface Mine, Whittonstall, Northumberland. The work was 
undertaken by TWM Archaeology during the period between June - October 
2011. 
 
The works which involved the excavation of 293 trenches were undertaken to 
establish the presence or absence of significant archaeological features on 
the site within parameters defined within the approved methods statement 
(TWM 2011). The trenches were sited with the aim of investigating specific 
geophysical anomalies and providing a sample coverage across the proposed 
development area.  
 
The evaluation has identified two discrete areas containing significant 
archaeological features relating to settlement activity. These consisted of a 
multi-phased prehistoric settlement (centred on field 13) and a stone building 
and associated features (southern edge of field 6) of uncertain date. The 
prehistoric settlement earlier identified through aerial photography was 
probably Pre-Roman Iron Age in date and consisted of a ditched enclosure 
associated with a number of roundhouses. In both cases survival of features 
was poor due to heavy truncation by ploughing and therefore preservation by 
record would be the appropriate level of mitigation.  
 
At various locations across the wider site a number of ditches and gullys were 
recorded sub-dividing the wider landscape. Despite a lack of dating evidence 
recovered during their excavation it was possible by comparison with 
boundaries depicted on an estate plan of 1736 and later mapping to 
differentiate between medieval or post medieval landscape boundaries and 
undated features which may be of earlier date. The majority of the ditches and 
gullys encountered corresponded with boundaries depicted on the 1736 
estate plan. Evidence of post-medieval and modern mining activity was also 
recorded at a number of points around the site in the form of possible 
mineshafts.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Project  (figs 1, 2) 
 
1.1.1 TWM Archaeology was commissioned by UK Coal Ltd to undertake an 
archaeological evaluation of farmland to the east and northeast of the village 
of Whittonstall, Northumberland in advance of the proposed Hoodsclose 
Surface Mine. 
 
1.1.2 Northumberland County Council Conservation Team (NCCCT) 
considered that the application site had the potential to include heritage 
assets with archaeological interest. TWM Archaeology had previously 
completed a geophysical survey across the proposed development area 
(Scott, Frain 2010). The survey identified a number of potential archaeological 
features thought to represent possible prehistoric and medieval occupation in 
addition to ridge and furrow cultivation and associated field boundaries of 
medieval and later date covering the majority of the site. Potential evidence of 
post-medieval mining activity was also identified. This phase of archaeological 
evaluation involved the use of strategically positioned trial trenches in order to 
provide sufficient information to properly assess the archaeological impact of 
this application in line with policy HE6 of PPS5. 
 
1.1.3 The aim of the mitigation was to establish the presence or absence of 
archaeological remains across the site, and to assess their nature, quality, 
depth and preservation. 
 
1.2 Location and Land Use (figs 1, 2) 
 
1.1.2 The site is centred on NGR NZ 275 756 and consists of enclosed fields 
utilised for a mix of arable and pasture. It lies to the east and northeast of the 
village of Whittonstall, Northumberland and is bounded to the south by the 
B6309, which follows the course of Dere Street Roman road that ran between 
Ebchester and Corbridge; to the east by the minor road Lead Lane; to the 
north by woodland alongside Mill Burn and to the west by open fields. The site 
occupies the southern side of a valley along which the Mill Burn runs adjoining 
the river Derwent to the east. The site is topographically varied and in general 
falls towards the north to the Mill Burn and at the eastern end towards the east 
and the river Derwent.  
 

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
A desk-based assessment (Entec 2009) provides a more detailed 
archaeological and historical background of the site the results of which have 
been summarised below.  
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2.1 Prehistoric Period 
 
2.1.1 Mesolithic and Neolithic flint artefacts have been recovered during 
fieldwalking at Broad Oak Quarry 200m east of the site. The only recorded 
Bronze-Age activity in the vicinity was burial cists reported at Broomhill. An 
Iron Age promontory fort is recorded at the Heugh, 400m east of the site.   
 
2.1.2 A cropmark recorded in field 13 of the site (HER9849) was confirmed 
by the geophysical survey and trenching (subject of this report, section 4.3). 
The rectilinear enclosure is of a type well known in lowland Northumberland, 
and commonly interpreted as a farmstead. Settlement associated with these 
sites is long-lived and often extends beyond the confines of the enclosure and 
frequently has an earlier antecedent. Radiocarbon dating commonly places 
the enclosures to the Iron Age although some have their origins during the 
late Bronze Age such as the recently excavated site at Blagdon Park (TWM 
forthcoming).  
 
2.2 Romano-British Period 
 
2.2.1 It is possible that the Iron Age settlement continued in occupation into 
the Roman period. There is evidence from comparable sites such as West 
Brunton (TWM forthcoming), which lies to the north of Hadrian’s Wall, of 
continuing occupation into the Roman Iron Age but at present fundamental 
questions remain as to how many and for how long these settlements were 
occupied during this period.  
 
2.2.2 The B6309 runs immediately adjacent to the site and is thought to 
follow the course of Dere Street Roman road as it ran between Ebchester and 
Corbridge (Scott and Frain 2010). The archaeological assessment (Entec 
2009) identified areas, in particular to the west of Whittonstall Hall Farm, 
where this road runs on a raised bank suggesting the possibility of the survival 
of previous road surfaces. The assessment also suggested that other features 
associated with Dere Street could potentially survive within the site boundary. 
On the site itself aerial photographs showing linear earthwork features had 
previously been interpreted as being representative of a Roman Fort. This 
was disproved by the results of trial trenching and by the earlier evaluation 
works, which identified the earthwork features as being derived from modern 
subsidence and the infilling of post-medieval pillar-and-stall mine workings. 
These features are located in Fields 15 and 16 of the current investigation, but 
are not visible in the geophysical survey due to the comparatively shallow 
penetration of the survey equipment (they are however readily visible on 
Google Earth). 
 
2.3 Early-Medieval Period 
 
The assessment did not find evidence for early-medieval activity on the site or 
within the study area. 
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2.4 Medieval Period  
 
Whittonstall has its origins in the medieval period as a small agricultural 
settlement and was first referred to in the 12th century (Entec 2009). A 
manorial site on the south side of the B6209 (outside the development area) 
was excavated in 1971 and earthwork features survive today. The 
assessment identified the site of the medieval village as having broadly 
coincided with the present settlement of Whittonstall, and as such lying 
outside the development area. Aerial photographic analysis (Entec 2010) 
identified medieval broad rigg, ridge and furrow earthworks within the site 
boundary from aerial photographic analysis. The geophysical survey also 
identified field systems that were in the main not discernable as surviving 
earthworks.  
 
2.5 Post-Medieval Period (figs 4, 6, 8) 
 
Whittonstall was in the ownership of the Radcliffe family during the 17th 
century as part of the Derwentwater Estate. Following the Jacobite Revolution 
the land was forfeited to the crown and passed into the ownership of 
Greenwich Hospital which let the lands out for agricultural and industrial use. 
The assessment identified a 1736 plan of the Estate (figs 4, 6, 8; NA 
MPII/1/40) which shows the area of the site in agricultural use with fields 
influenced by the pre-enclosure strip field system. The assessment identified 
post-medieval narrow rigg earthworks on the site from aerial photographic 
analysis, again confirmed by the geophysical survey (Scott and Frain 2010). 
Evidence from the trial trenching and both phases of geophysical survey also 
indicate that small-scale coal extraction may have taken place on the site 
during the post-medieval period. Whittonstall Hall Farm which falls within the 
site boundary was built sometime after 1842 and first appears on the first 
edition Ordnance Survey map of 1855. 
 
2.6 Modern Period 
 
A map regression (Entec 2009) identified that the site remained in largely 
agricultural use during the modern period with some industrial land use in the 
area principally with Whittonstall Drift mine and Broadoak Quarry. 
 

3. METHODOLOGY 
 
Archaeological evaluation (fig 2) 
 
3.1  The trenching strategy agreed by NCCCT and the client did not involve 
a prescribed percentage sample of the development area in order to evaluate 
the archaeological potential of the site. The method statement (appendix 5) 
established that an extensive two staged programme of evaluation trenching 
would be undertaken across the site instead. This staged approach took into 
consideration the extensive geophysical survey (Scott & Frain 2010) that had 



 

 
TWM Archaeology  Hoodsclose 
Project Number 1273   Archaeological Evaluation 
 

6

earlier been undertaken. The Stage 1 trench layout of the evaluation (fig 2) 
applies a lower density of trenching over areas that apparently show a lower 
archaeological potential following the geophysical survey.   
 
3.2  Stage 1 evaluation consisted of: 
 

• 90 (93 originally planned, see below) trenches measuring 50m by 2m;  
• 189 (194 originally planned, see below) trenches measuring 25m by 2m; 
• 8 trenches measuring 50m by 4m; 
• 5 trenches measuring 25m by 4m; 
• 1 trench measuring 70m by 2m. 

 
3.3  Some trenches were not excavated due to ecological concerns: T120, 
Field 16; T192 Field 23 (25m by 2m) due to proximity to badger sett; T181, 
Field 21 (25m by 2m) due to possible reptiles; T203, 202, Field 25 (25m & 
50m by 2m) rare grassland. 
 
3.4  Three trenches were not excavated within field 34, T275, 276, T283 
(50m, 50m, 25m by 2m) where they were sited across a steep natural gully. 
The gully represented a former watercourse and it was agreed after inspection 
that one representative sample (T274) across it would be sufficient to 
investigate the feature.  
 

4 RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION  (Fig 2) 
 
For the purposes of this report and ease of reference the trenches containing 
archaeological features have been grouped into five specific areas (A – E) 
listed below.  
 

4.1 AREA A (fields 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 39, 40) 
The eastern area represents the block of land subdivided from the remainder 
of the development area by a track that extends north-south to an abandoned 
farm and the woods to the north that border the site. 
 
4.1.1 FIELD 1 (figs 3, 4, 9, 10) 
Summary 
Seven trenches were excavated in field 1, four of which (2, 3, 5, 6) contained 
features of archaeological interest. A gully recorded within T2 and a ditch in 
T3 matched the course of geophysical anomalies. Two parallel linear cuts 
were recorded within T5 and T6 contained a gully and irregular features of 
uncertain purpose, possibly associated with mine workings.   
 
Results 
The field was sloped towards the southeast, flattening out towards its eastern 
edge. 
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Geophysics evidence 
A geophysical survey identified several linear anomalies that coincided with 
the features excavated within trenches (T2, 3, 6). Irregular cuts were recorded 
within T6 which coincided with the small anomalies recorded in that location 
and possibly associated with mining activity.  
 
Trenches 
Trench 2 (fig 9): Gully 202 was situated in the centre of the trench, and was 
orientated in a northeasterly direction. In profile it had a flat base and its 
western side was steeper than the east. The fill (203) consisted of mid-greyish 
brown silty sand with few inclusions. It is represented by a relatively short and 
sinuous linear anomaly on the geophysical survey. There was no dating 
evidence from the feature. 
 
Trench 3 (fig 9): Ditch 302 was recorded across the centre of the trench, 
coinciding with a distinct linear anomaly traced across fields 2 and 5. In profile 
it had a flat base with the eastern side generally steep and the west side less 
so. It was filled by brownish grey silty sand (303).  
 
Trench 5 (fig 9): The trench was excavated across linear anomalies 
interpreted as furrows and geomorphological features associated with a water 
course. A series of shallow and indistinct furrows were identified at the 
western end of the trench. Two cuts (503, 505) ran 3.40m apart roughly 
parallel to the furrows, in a north northwesterly direction. The eastern cut 
(505) was the largest of the two and in profile its western side was steeper 
than its opposing side and its base was rounded. The fill (506) consisted of 
grey clayey sand which merged with a layer (502) that also extended across 
cut 503. Cut 503 was also steeper on its western side and was filled (504) by 
a very stony deposit within a matrix of grey sand. The purpose of the cuts was 
unclear although they do align with the ridge and furrow suggesting they are 
associated with this.  
 
Trench 6 (fig 10): Gully 605 at the southeast end of the trench coincided with 
a linear anomaly aligned east-northeast. In profile the ditch had moderately 
sloped sides with a rounded base. The base of the cut was filled by grey silty 
sand (607) overlain by orangey brown silty sand (606). No dating evidence 
was recovered from the feature. 
 
A series of cuts (602, 603, 604) along the northwest side of the trench 
coincided with irregular pit like geophysical anomalies that together with a 
dipolar anomaly immediately southwest of the trench may represent mine 
workings. The northernmost feature formed a sub-rectangular cut (602) 2.00m 
in width that was vertical sided and backfilled with brown sand.  
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4.1.2 FIELD 2 (figs 3, 4, 10, 11) 
Summary 
Nine trenches were excavated in field 2, three of which (T9, 15, 16) contained 
features of archaeological interest. A small ditch cut across T9 and T15 with 
another ditch also recorded in T9 all of which were traced as geophysical 
anomalies. A gully was also recorded within T16. No dating evidence was 
recovered from these features. 
 
Results 
The field was sloped eastwards, flattening out slightly towards its eastern 
edge. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified strong linear anomalies 
investigated by T9, 15 and found to represent small ditches. The small 
irregular anomalies at the eastern and western ends of the field were natural 
in origin caused by variations in the underlying subsoil.  
 
Trenches 
Trench 9 (fig 10): Ditch 903 corresponded with an extensive linear anomaly 
(see above) and cut across the western end of the trench in a north-
northwesterly direction. In profile the west side was moderately sloped which 
was steeper than its opposing side. It was filled with greyish brown silty sand 
with few inclusions (902). Another smaller ditch/gully (905) cut across the 
centre of the trench which was similar in profile to the other ditch and was also 
filled with the same silty sand.  
 
Trench 15 (fig 11): Ditch 1502 represented a continuation of ditch 903 within 
T9. It had been recut and its earliest phase was represented by a v-shaped 
ditch (1502) followed by a smaller recut (1505). The earliest fill consisted of 
yellow and grey sand stony at the base (1503) and the recut contained mid-
brownish grey silty sand (1504).  
 
Trench 16 (fig 11): Ditch 1603 cut across the southern end of the trench in a 
north easterly direction and did not correspond with any geophysical anomaly. 
It was generally uneven in profile and its western side was steeper than the 
opposing eastern side which was gently sloped. The fill consisted of brownish 
grey silty sand (1602).  
 
4.1.3 FIELD 3 (fig 3, 4, 11) 
Summary   
Eighteen trenches were excavated in field 3 amongst which only three (T28, 
31, 33) contained features of archaeological interest: a ditch and gully within 
T31; a ditch within T28 and a feature of possible natural origin in T33.  
The ditch within T28 may be associated with a track leading towards Mill Burn 
depicted on the 1736 estate map which was the precursor to the modern road. 
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Results 
The field occupied a hillside sloping eastwards with only the eastern and 
western limits occupying flatter ground. 
  
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey undertaken of the field identified a number of 
anomalies most of which were the result of the mixed sand and gravels of the 
natural subsoil although the ditch in trench 28 did match a curvilinear 
anomaly. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 28 (fig 11): An undated linear feature 2803 may represent a shallow 
profiled ditch at the east end of the trench shown as a curvilinear geophysical 
anomaly in the earlier survey and matching the track depicted on the 1736 
estate plan.  
 
Trench 31 (fig 11): Ditch 3103 and gully 3105 were both orientated towards 
the southwest and lay in the northern end of the trench. Ditch 3103 was u-
shaped in profile and filled with dark brown sandy silt (3102) from which 
fragments of slag were recovered (SF 2). Gully 3105 was shallow and filled 
with the same material as the ditch. The date of the features was uncertain 
although the similarity of the fills to the topsoil may suggest a post-medieval 
date. 
 
Trench 33: An undated small linear feature 3303 that contained a number of 
stone fragments may be natural in origin. 
 
4.1.4 FIELD 4 (figs 3, 4, 11, 12) 
Summary 
Seven trenches were excavated in field 4 of which only two (T37, 38) 
contained features of archaeological interest. Three small ditches or gullys 
were recorded within T37 and a gully in T38. Although no dating evidence was 
recovered from these features cartographic analysis indicates that it is likely 
that the features from T37 and T38 are associated with the eastern boundary 
of an isolated plot of land named ‘Bullion Side’ on an estate plan of 1736 (NA 
MPII/1/40) suggesting a medieval or post-medieval origin. 
 
Results 
The field was sloped towards the east and was bisected by a large natural 
hollow that extended down the hillside. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
The principal linear geophysical anomalies identified in the field coincided with 
the features excavated within three trenches (T37, 38, 40). There was no 
evidence of what caused the large dipolar anomaly investigated by T36.  
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Trenches 
Trench 37 (fig 11): Gullys 3702 and 3703 lay beside one another and may 
represent successive phases of a boundary orientated north-south. They were 
both similar in size and profile with a generally flattish base and moderately 
sloped sides. The fill was also the same consisting of orangey brown clayey 
loam (3705/3704). Ditch 3706 lay to the east and was slightly larger than the 
other two and orientated on a slightly different alignment. In profile it was 
steep on the west side moderate on the east with a concave base and was 
filled by grey, Iron stained sandy silt (3707). The features were sealed by a 
buried soil horizon (13708). 
 
Trench 38 (fig 12): A shallow ditch (3803) was recorded at the northern end of 
the trench. It was orientated north-south coinciding with a linear anomaly 
identified on the geophysical survey. In profile the eastern side was steeper 
with a concave channel at its base with a gentle slope to the west. It was filled 
by a firm, grey clayey sand (3802).  
 
4.1.5 FIELD 5 (figs 3, 4, 12, 13, 14) 
Summary 
Seventeen trenches were excavated in field 5 of which seven (T43, 47, 50, 
52, 53, 57, 58) contained features of archaeological interest consisting of a 
series of gullys or ditches most of which coincided with linear geophysical 
anomalies. No dating evidence was recovered from the features, although a 
medieval or post-medieval date was suggested for the north-south gullys 
within T47 which coincided with the eastern boundary (also traced within field 
4) of a plot of land named ‘Bullion Side’ on an estate plan of 1736 (NA 
MPII/1/40). The ditch at the western end of T47 did not coincide with the plan 
or any anomaly and contained fills slightly different in character to the other 
trenches suggesting it may be of a different origin to the medieval or post-
medieval features identified elsewhere in the field.  
 
Results 
The field was generally flat in comparison to the surrounding fields on all 
sides. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
Only a sample geophysical survey was undertaken of the field. Most of the 
linear geophysical anomalies identified coincided with the features excavated, 
although there was no evidence of the curvilinear smaller anomalies 
investigated by T54 and 45. Ditch 4706 was not indicated on the geophysical 
survey perhaps due to it being masked by a buried soil. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 43 (fig 12): Gully 4303 was orientated south, southeastwards 
coinciding with an extensive linear geophysical anomaly (visible in T53) that 
continued across field 2 and 1 (T3, 9, 15). It had moderately sloped sides and 
a flattish base and was filled by dark greyish brown silty sand (4302).  
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Trench 47 (fig 12): Gullys 4703 and 4708 lay parallel to one another, 2.10m 
apart across the centre of the trench in a north-south orientation with another 
ditch 4706 recorded to the west on a different southeasterly direction. 
Although the two gullys were similar in size, gully 4708 was generally, u-
shaped in profile, whilst the other (4703) had a steep eastern side and a more 
moderate western side. They were filled by brownish grey silt (4702/4707). 
Ditch 4706 was larger and in profile had a moderately sloped southern side 
and a very gentle slope on the eastern northern side. The lower fill (4705) 
consisted of greyish brown silt containing small rounded stone fragments and 
was overlain by a deposit of greyish brown silty clay (4704). The ditch was 
overlain by a buried soil horizon 4709 which formed a relatively thick layer up 
to 0.20m in depth. No dating evidence was recovered, although the leached 
appearance of the fills and masking by a soil horizon may indicate an early 
date. 
                                                                                                                                                        
Trenches 50, 51, 52 (fig 13): Three trenches were excavated across parallel 
linear anomalies that appeared to represent a single discontinuous feature.  
In T50 the anomalies were represented by two shallow ditches 5003, 5005 
1.80m apart. They were concave in profile and filled by greyish brown silty 
sand. Within T51 they could be traced as two shallow cuts (5103, 5104) a 
maximum of 0.06m in depth. Three cuts (5206, 5204, 5202) were visible 
within T52, two of which, 5202 and 5204 were only 2m apart a similar distance 
to the other trenches whereas cut 5206 lay 5.70m to the south of the others. 
Their fills were similar to the overlying topsoil, very different in character to the 
features within T47. 
 
Trench 53 (fig 13): Gully 5302 was orientated in a north-south direction and 
coincided with the easternmost of two linear geophysical anomalies which 
probably represented a continuation of the gully excavated within T43. It was 
steep sided in profile steepening to near vertical towards the base on the 
eastern side. The fill consisted of brown sandy silt (5301).  
 
Trenches 56, 57, 58 (fig 13 & 14):  Three trenches were excavated across the 
projected course of a linear geophysical anomaly which represented a ditch 
(cuts 5603, 5703, 5806 respectively). Where excavated it was generally u-
shaped in profile and filled by brownish grey silty loam. Another gully (5803) 
recorded to the south within T58 lay on the projected course of the gully 
traced as a geophysical anomaly within T43 and also identified at T53.  
 
4.1.6 FIELD 6 (figs 3, 4, 14, 15, 16; Plates 1 & 2) 
Summary 
Nine trenches were excavated in field 6, three of which (T60, 61, 64) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The principal area of 
significance was on the southern fringe of the field where the stone 
foundations of a building were exposed within T61 in association with a 
drainage gully. Two additional ditches were also recorded within T61 one of 
which represented a continuation of a ditch in T64, that coincided with a 
boundary associated with a plot of land named ‘Bullion Side’ on an estate plan 
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of 1736 (NA MPII/1/40). The close association of the plot and the building 
suggests that they were associated even though no building was depicted on 
the plan. This would suggest that the building perhaps dates from the later 
medieval or early post-medieval period, although unfortunately this could not 
be confirmed by artefactual evidence. 
 
Results 
The field was subdivided by a deep natural hollow that continued down slope 
into field 4, subdividing the field between north and south. Most of the field 
occupied an east sloping hillside although the western end lay on the crest of 
the slope and was considerably flatter.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified linear geophysical anomalies that coincided 
with the features excavated in their respective trenches, although the small 
anomaly investigated by T62 proved to be a field drain. The building was 
visible as a large dipolar anomaly.  
 
Trenches 
Trench 60 (fig 14): Pit 6003 was situated at the centre of the trench. It was 
sub-oval in shape with generally steep sides and was filled by dark brown, 
iron mottled, silty sand (6002). The trench was extended to the north and 
south beside the pit to check for related features during which time it was 
observed that a ditch ran along its southern side, originally identified as a 
natural deposit. Ditch 6004 coincided with a linear anomaly and was aligned 
east-west, probably representing a continuation of feature 6109 in T61. In 
profile its upper edge was steep and then stepped to a gentle slope towards 
the base which was rounded. It was filled by grey iron flecked silty sand 
(6005). 
 
Trench 61 (fig 15, plates 1 & 2): A buried soil horizon (6106) survived in the 
immediate vicinity of the building at the western end of the trench. The layer 
consisted of mid-brown silty sand with few inclusions and it was cut by the 
stone foundation (6102) of a building. Initially a length of the south and 
eastern wall foundations were exposed within the trench which was 
subsequently enlarged to fully expose the southeast corner of the building and 
locate the north wall. The building was aligned east-west parallel with the 
existing road and former Dere Street to the south and internally it measured 
3.70m in width (the length of the building was not established during the 
excavation). The positioning of the building had been chosen carefully 
occupying the first reasonably level area on the crest of the hillside alongside 
Dere Street. A position also enhanced by the slight natural fall of the ground 
slightly to the south of the building toward the road. 
 
The wall foundation consisted of unworked, mainly sub-angular, sandstone 
fragments (6103) of varied sizes up to 270 x 220 x 100mm in size. The stone 
was laid with the larger ones at the base within a shallow foundation trench 
(6102) cut through the soil horizon (6106). The foundation measured up to 
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1.08m in width and remained unexcavated except for the removal of overlying 
topsoil. Some of the stones had clearly been moved by later ploughing with 
the topsoil itself containing a number of stones. The best preserved portion of 
foundation was a small length of the north wall exposed in the trench 
extension where for half of its length a layer of sandy clay (6111) sealed the 
stones, presumably utilised as a bedding layer for the wall itself. Elsewhere 
there was no evidence of the foundation being clay bonded. The western end 
of the south wall petered out where it had been ploughed away along with the 
early soil horizon. 
 
Gully 6105 was perhaps associated with the building’s drainage as it extended 
away from the southern edge of the foundation in a southwesterly direction. It 
had steep sides and a flat base that rose gently towards the terminal and was 
filled with dark brown silty loam (6104). 
 
Ditch 6108 lay 8.40m east of the building and was associated with the 
extensive linear geophysical anomaly also investigated in T64 that appeared 
to correspond with the plot boundary depicted on the estate plan. It was U-
shaped in profile and had a layer of grey clayey sand (6109) overlain by 
heavily iron mottled clayey silt (6107). 
 
Further east there was another linear cut (6112) that was initially assumed to 
be a furrow due to its wide shallow profile, although the grey fill (6110) differed 
from the normal buried plough soil. It lies on the same alignment as ditch 6004 
exposed within T60 and probably represents a continuation of this feature. 
                                                                                                                                                        
Trench 64 (fig 16): A small ditch (6403) and gully (6405) coincided with linear 
geophysical anomalies and the estate plan that extended across the field and 
was also excavated in T61 (ditch 6108). Both the ditch and gully were u-
shaped in profile although the gully was considerably smaller. The primary fill 
(6402) of the ditch consisted of mixed silty sand and sand overlain by reddish 
brown silty sand (6406), which was the same composition as the fill of the 
gully.  
 
4.1.7 FIELD 7 (figs 3, 4, 16, 17) 
Summary 
Eight trenches were excavated in field 7, four of which (T69, 71, 72, 75) 
contained features of archaeological interest. A ditch recorded within T75 may 
be relatively early in origin (perhaps even prehistoric) and may also be 
represented by a ditch in T69. T69 also contained a small gully that may 
represent along with the ditch, the western boundary of the plot of land named 
‘Bullion Side’ on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40). A possible mine shaft 
was also recorded within T69. Two shallow cuts were identified within T71 and 
T72 that may have been associated with ridge and furrow.  
 
Results 
In general the field sloped slightly towards the east lying on the crest of the 
slope towards the Mill Burn to the north.  
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Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a discontinuous linear 
anomaly aligned south-southwest that coincided with the ditch within T75. The 
projected line of the anomaly coincided with the ditch excavated within T69, 
and to the north in field 39, T76. The anomalies investigated by T71, T72 were 
possibly associated with ridge and furrow. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 69 (fig 16): Ditch 6904 lay at the western end of the trench and may be 
either associated with the boundary depicted on the estate plan (see above) 
or coincide with the projected linear geophysical anomaly investigated by T75. 
It was v-shaped in profile with a narrow rounded base. The lower fill consisted 
of grey, iron stained clayey silty sand (6905), overlain by grey silty sand 
(6906). Deposit 6906 was sealed a thin layer of brown silty sand (6907) which 
was cut by a modern intrusion (6909). A shallow gully (6912) ran parallel to 
the ditch, 2.50m to the west. 
 
A possible mineshaft (6903) was recorded at the eastern end of T69. It was 
semi-circular in plan and measured 1.30m diameter and had vertical sides. It 
was backfilled by a mixed deposit (6902) including silty loam and clay  
 
Trenches 71 & 72 (fig 17):  The trenches were cut across parallel linear 
anomalies that appeared to represent a single discontinuous feature. Within 
T71 they were represented by two shallow cuts 7103 and 7106 filled with grey 
sand and it was uncertain whether they were natural in origin. The eastern cut 
7106 was sealed by a buried soil 7104 possibly representing a furrow with 
another faint furrow surviving between the two features. The features 7202, 
7204 and 7206 recorded in T72 were very similar in character to T71 to the 
east.  
 
Trench 75 (fig 18):  Ditch 7502 coincided with the projected course of a linear 
geophysical anomaly aligned north-northeast. In profile it had moderately 
steep sides with a rounded base and was filled by a succession of layers of 
grey silty sand. The feature did not coincide with any boundary depicted on 
the estate map.  
 
4.1.8 FIELD 39 (figs 3, 4, 18) 
Summary 
Field 39 was previously wooded, although the survival of features within the 
trenches suggests that ground disturbance was not universal across the field 
and in the area of T76 where there was a natural hollow it was minimal. Of the 
four trenches excavated, two (T79, 76) contained archaeological features, but 
no evidence was recovered to suggest these formerly wooded areas were of 
higher potential than adjacent areas of the site. A ditch recorded within T76 
may be relatively early in origin and represents an extension of the ditch 
recorded in field 7 (T75). T76 also contained a small pit and a small gully or 
furrow. The features within T79 appeared to be relatively modern in origin and 
were probably associated with forestry. 
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Results 
The field occupies land that slopes northwards towards Mill Burn.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
No geophysical survey was conducted because of potential disturbance from 
former woodland. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 76 (Fig 18):  Ditch 7606 lay along the projected course of a linear 
anomaly from field 7 and was orientated north-northeast. In profile it had 
moderately steep sides with a rounded base and was filled by silty sand 
(7605) overlain with mixed yellow and grey sandy silt (7604). There was also 
a small cut (7608) that lay partially within the trench the purpose of which was 
unclear. A linear feature (7602) cut across the ditch orientated northwest and 
may represent a later gully or furrow. Cut 7602 and the other features were 
sealed by a thick layer of brownish grey clayey silt representing a buried soil 
horizon (7603). The soil horizon survived within a slight hollow in the natural 
subsoil along which the ditch ran, narrowing in depth considerably at the east 
and west ends of the trench and was absent within the other trenches in the 
field. 
 
Trench 79: Gully 7906 and ditch 7904 probably represented features 
associated with forestry and were relatively recent in origin. They were both 
filled with rich humic fills that contained wood fragments and the ditch had 
been deliberately backfilled with redeposited natural subsoil. 
 
4.1.9 FIELD 40 (figs 3, 4) 
Summary 
Field 40 was previously wooded and although the features within the trenches 
were probably associated with forestry there was no evidence of widescale 
disturbance from this activity. Both of the trenches contained archaeological 
features although they were of relatively recent origin with a glass bottle of 
20th century origin recovered from the ditch in T81. A shallow gully was 
recorded within T80. 
 
Results 
The field occupies land that was quite uneven with a slight slope northwards 
towards Mill Burn.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
No geophysical survey was conducted because of potential disturbance from 
former woodland. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 80: Gully 8003 lay at the eastern end of the trench. It was very shallow 
in profile and filled with dark brown sandy silt (8002) overlain by a mixed layer 
of humic soil and redeposited natural (8001).  
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Trench 81: Ditch 8105 was u-shaped in profile and relatively deep for its 
width. It was filled with a rich humic fill that contained wood fragments and a 
20th century glass bottle. The ditch had also been deliberately backfilled with 
redeposited natural subsoil. A small patch of grey silty sand (8106) probably 
representing a remnant of a buried soil horizon was recorded at the southern 
end of the trench. 
 

4.2 AREA B (fields 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20,) 
 
4.2.1 FIELD 10 (figs 3, 4, 19) 
Summary 
Three trenches were excavated in field 10, two of which (T110, 111) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The features were probably 
post-medieval in date and consisted of a small bank associated with an earlier 
field boundary (T111) and a semi-circular feature partially visible in T112 that 
probably represented a mine shaft.  
 
Results 
The field sloped gently towards the north.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified several circular dipolar 
anomalies. T110 investigated one of these anomalies where it corresponded 
with a mine shaft. A linear geophysical anomaly (T111) aligned approximately 
north-south coincided with an extant earthwork of a former field boundary. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 110 (Fig 19): The suspected mine shaft lay at the southern end of the 
trench and consisted of a 3m diameter, semi-circular cut (11002) that 
extended under the eastern side of the trench. It was backfilled with a 
combination of coal dust, ash and soil (11003). A sherd of white china and 
small brick fragments were recovered from the fill. 
 
Trenches 111 (Fig 19): A low earth bank (11103) in the middle of the trench 
correlated with a linear anomaly. The bank measured 2.00m in width and 
dropped a height of 0.30m on its eastern side and was ill-defined to the west. 
The material it was composed of was indistinguishable from topsoil (11100). A 
buried soil horizon (11102) that measured a maximum of 0.20m in depth 
survived where it was protected under the bank.  
 
 
4.2.2 FIELD 11 (figs 3, 4) 
Summary 
Only one trench was excavated within the field which contained no features of 
archaeological significance.  
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Results 
The field sloped towards an empty farmhouse to the north.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified services and several 
dipolar anomalies. The trench itself was not excavated over any anomaly and 
represents a control. 
 
4.2.3 FIELD 12 (figs 3, 4, 19) 
Summary 
Three trenches were excavated in field 12, two of which (T115, 116) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The trenches both cut across a 
small ditch/ gully visible in part as a linear anomaly. The gully probably 
represented a field boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA 
MPII/1/40). 
 
Results 
The field sloped towards the north steepening where the ground dropped 
towards a small burn beyond the boundary.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified services, a circular dipolar 
anomaly and a linear anomaly. The course of the linear anomaly was 
investigated by two trenches (115, 116) that established it was a gully. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 115 (Fig 20): Gully 11503 lay across the centre of the trench. In profile 
the southern side was steeper than the north side and the base was flat. It 
The fill consisted of iron stained grey clayey sand (11504) sealed by a buried 
soil horizon (11502).  
 
Trench 116 (Fig 20): Gully 11604 lay across the centre of the trench. In profile 
its southern side was steep and uneven with a gentler convex slope on its 
northern side leading to a narrow base. It was filled with iron stained grey 
clayey sand (11603) which was sealed by a buried soil horizon (11602). 
 
4.2.4 FIELD 15 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
Field 15 contained only one trench that did not contain any features of 
archaeological significance. The field has been incorporated together with 
fields 16 & 20 into one large field. 
 
Results 
The southern portion of the field sloped gently steeping considerably along its 
former northern edge.  
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Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified several dipolar anomalies 
at the northern end that were not investigated.  
 
4.2.5 FIELD 16 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
Three trenches were excavated in field 16 none of which contained any 
features of archaeological significance. Trench 120 was not excavated 
because of its proximity to a badger sett.  
 
Results 
The south end of the field sloped towards northwards lessening considerably 
in the northern portion. The field had been incorporated together with fields 15 
and 20. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified several dipolar anomalies 
investigated by T117 and T119. The T119 anomaly coincided with a gravel 
filled natural hollow that led towards Mill Burn to the north.  
 
4.2.6 FIELD 20 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
Six trenches were excavated in field 20 none of which contained any features 
of archaeological significance.  
 
Results 
The field was steeply sloped at the southern end flattening in its northern 
portion. It had been incorporated together with fields 16 and 15 into one large 
field. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified two parallel anomalies 
investigated by T179 which did not identify any features. Ridge and furrow 
was also identified across the field and confirmed within T176.  
 

4.3 AREA C (fields 8, 9, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19) 
 
4.3.1 FIELD 8 (figs 5, 6, 21, 22; plate 4) 
Summary 
Eighteen trenches were excavated in field 8, four of which (T84, 86, 94, 98) 
contained features of potential archaeological interest. Two ditches recorded 
within T94 were associated with the prehistoric settlement recorded within 
field 13 (refer section 4.3.1). A small gully recorded within T98 was likely to 
represent a post-medieval boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA 
MPII/1/40). The features recorded within T84 and T86 were more uncertain 
with several cuts within T84 representing either gullys or former watercourses. 
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A pit within T86 may alternatively have represented either a stone socket or its 
extraction pit.  
 
Results 
In general the field sloped towards the east and to the road along its southern 
edge.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified several anomalies including a linear 
anomaly investigated by T94 that extended from the southeast corner of the 
prehistoric enclosure. The ditch did not coincide with the line of it as shown by 
the survey, but within field 13 the survey matched the projected line of the 
ditch in T94 and was probably representative of its true course. The eastern 
line of the prehistoric outer enclosure boundary (T94) was not identified in the 
field due to disturbance at the field entrance. Curvilinear and linear features 
were identified in the southeast corner of the field along with what was 
interpreted as water courses that ran along the line of a former paleo-channel. 
Several dipolar anomalies were investigated by T89, 92 and 94. Dipolar 
anomalies at T92 represented areas of subsidence that had been backfilled 
with relatively modern material. Several phases of ridge and furrow were also 
identified. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 86 (fig 21): Pit 8602 lay midway along the trench. It was near circular 
in plan with steep sides and a flattish base. The fill consisted of grey silty 
loam, with numerous fragments of stone (8603). It was unclear whether the 
feature represented a stone hole/ extraction pit or a pit/posthole. 
 
Trench 84 (fig 21): Three linear features (8402, 8404, 8406) recorded within 
the southern end of the trench were cut through natural sand subsoil. The 
southernmost cut 8402 was smaller than the other two and its u-shaped 
profile also differed from cuts (8404, 8406) that were more irregular in profile 
and slightly larger. Cut 8404 was orientated east-west compared to the other 
two that were aligned with the road although it is possible that they were all 
headed towards the former watercourse noted during the geophysical survey 
and within T85 to the west. They were all filled by mid-brown sand although 
cut 8402 contained a higher portion of silt. 
 
Trench 94 (fig 22,  plate 4): Ditch 9403 lay to the north of an east-west aligned 
linear anomaly recorded midway along the trench and originally thought to 
represent the ditch (refer summary above). It was v-shaped in profile with 
steep sides and a narrow base, relatively deep in comparison to its width. Its 
earliest fills consisted of thin layers of gritty grey clay accumulated against the 
ditch sides (9407, 9408). The base was overlain by light grey silty clay (9406) 
that was sealed by an upper fill of light grey clay (9405) mottled with mineral 
staining. Ditch 9404 at the north end of the trench was considerably wider 
than 9403 and was aligned north-south lying approximately perpendicular to 
ditch 9403 which seemed likely to be contemporary and represent a return 
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westwards of the same ditch. Ditch 9404 had been recut (9409) along its 
centre leaving the earlier edges of the cut visible on both sides. The eastern 
side was stepped in profile and cut onto an outcrop of sandstone within the 
clay subsoil. The fill of the earliest cut consisted mainly of mixed orange and 
grey silty clay (9412, 9410). Ditch recut 9409 was u-shaped in profile and filled 
with silty clay (9411) overlain by another layer of silty clay (9413) that 
contained frequent rust coloured mineral deposits. The projected course of 
ditch 9404 matched the position of the outer enclosure ditch recorded within 
T129 to the north (refer section 4.3.1). 
 
Trench 98 (fig 21): Gully 9802 was orientated east - west and coincided with a 
linear anomaly also recorded within field 13 (T133, 134, 137) to the west and 
depicted as a boundary on the estate plan of 1736. In profile it had moderately 
sloped sides with a narrow base and was filled with brown sandy silt (9803).  
 
4.3.2 FIELD 9 (figs 5, 6, 19) 
Summary 
Ten trenches were excavated in field 9, only one of which (T107) contained a 
feature of archaeological interest in the form of a ditch (10702) recorded that 
probably represented a post-medieval boundary depicted on the 1736 estate 
plan (NA MPII/1/40).  
 
Results 
In general the field sloped gently towards the north.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
Apart from ridge and furrow the geophysical survey identified very few 
geophysical anomalies concentrated in the southeast corner of the field. 
These upon investigation (T101, 103) partly coincided with field drains.  
 
Trenches 
Trench 107(fig 19): Ditch 10702 was relatively shallow in profile resembling a 
slightly deeper furrow. It was aligned approximately north-south on the same 
axis as the ridge and furrow highlighted by the geophysical survey. The 
feature contained two fills the lower of which consisted of grey sandy silt 
(10703) overlain by mid-brown silty loam (10704).  
 
4.3.3 FIELD 13 (figs 5, 6, 23-34) 
Summary 
Field 13 contained the highest density of trenches on the site, required to 
investigate the prehistoric settlement and surrounding area. The site, initially 
identified through aerial photography of cropmarks, was shown in greater 
detail by the geophysical survey which also identified an outer enclosure as 
well as the rectilinear enclosure. Twenty-three trenches were excavated, 
including five double width trenches excavated in a successful attempt to 
expose and assess more accurately the extent and degree of preservation of 
archaeological features. Seventeen trenches (T129, 130, 132-140, 142, 144, 
145, 146, 147) contained features of archaeological significance confirming 
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the presence of a multi-phased settlement characteristic of the later 
prehistoric period (refer 5.2). The rectilinear, inner enclosure was associated 
with an outer enclosure and together they probably represented the latest 
phase of the settlement. The exact limits of the southwest and western side of 
the outer enclosure were not established with certainty during the evaluation.  
 
A palisade trench identified in three trenches (T145, 136, 138) did not follow 
the layout of the inner enclosure ditch and probably represents a separate 
phase of the settlement (fig 24). The palisade was cut by a roundhouse 
drainage gully in T136 and is likely to have preceded the ditched enclosure, a 
common sequence at contemporary sites excavated across the region (refer 
5.2) though not without variation. The trenches within the inner enclosure had 
been intensively occupied with a number of roundhouses recorded with a 
further roundhouse or at least its associated drainage gully recorded beyond 
the limits of the inner enclosure (T135, T130) belonging either to an 
unenclosed phase of settlement or from occupation within the wider outer 
enclosure. A series of gullys were also recorded that coincided with those 
identified on the geophysical survey and the post-medieval boundary depicted 
on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) that continued within fields 17 and 8.  
 
Results 
Overall the field was relatively flat although there were a number of localised 
hollows which made the ground uneven. Near the southeast corner the 
ground dipped representing the western limit of a paleo-channel. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A geophysical survey of the field identified a number of linear and curvilinear 
anomalies that corresponded to the enclosure ditches and in T135, 139 with 
roundhouse drainage gullys. The survey depicted the outer enclosure ditch 
deviating to follow the same line as the modern field boundary which proved 
to be illusory and its actual position lay on a straight line intersecting T94 in 
field 8 its path obscured by disturbance caused by a field entranceway. 
 
Palisaded enclosure (T136, 138, 145) figs 24, 29, 30 & 32, plates 5, 6 
The approximate position of a palisaded enclosure situated within the interior 
of the inner enclosure could be extrapolated from lengths of narrow trenches 
recorded in T136, 138, 145. The evidence suggests it was roughly square 
shaped and aligned differently to the inner enclosure which probably post-
dated it. The northern and western sides of the enclosure were well-defined 
including its northwest corner, whereas its eastern side was only indicated by 
a short length (13814) at the eastern end of T138, and its southern extent was 
not intersected at all by trenching but probably lay between T145 and T144. 
The palisaded enclosure measured 49.40m in width east-west.   
 
The northern end of the western side of the palisaded enclosure within T136, 
bowed slightly eastwards where it neared the northwest corner, which formed 
almost a right-angle. It could be projected in a straight line from the corner to 
join the palisade trench recorded within T138. The palisade trench extended 
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along the greater length of T136 (13602) and was cut by a curvilinear gully 
(13603) associated with a later roundhouse (r2). 
 
The palisade trench was relatively narrow and deep typically measuring 
between 0.15m-0.26m in width by 0.23m-0.30m depth. In profile its sides were 
either straight-sided or tapered and on occasion slightly convex. The base 
was mainly narrow and concave and (13602, 13804) varied in depth creating 
a series of elongated deeper settings that measured up to 0.70m in length. 
Evidence for the position of individual posts along these settings was absent, 
and presumably each setting would have held several posts along its length. 
At T138 there was a short gap of 0.13m along the palisade trench 
representing perhaps a more pronounced break between two of the settings 
along its length. A number of stones were wedged within the palisade cut 
some of which may represent packing stones although within the excavated 
portions no insitu packing could be determined. Further investigation of the 
palisade would be needed to understand more fully the arrangement of 
timbers.  A t the corner the palisade trench widened to 0.75m where larger 
timbers were probably used at these weak points in the circuit. 
 
Inner Enclosure Ditch (T130, 137, 140, 144, 147) figs 25, 33, plate 3 
Five trenches were excavated across the inner enclosure ditch and one 
segment was hand- excavated through the ditch in T144 along the southern 
side of the enclosure. The ditches defined a sub-rectangular shaped 
enclosure, 85m east-west by 77m north-south (0.6hectares in area), with an 
east facing entrance causeway in the northeast corner. In common with many 
other similar rectilinear settlement enclosures in the region it was 
asymmetrical with its eastern and southern sides slightly bowed and a 
rounded northwest corner. T130 was cut across the ditch at the entrance and 
missed the terminal itself which judging by the slight narrowing of the ditch lay 
immediately to the south of the trench. 
 
The ditch measured 4.68m by 1.34m in depth, comparable in size to other 
enclosure ditches excavated in the region. In profile it had a sharp break of 
slope at the surface (probably due to plough action) and, the upper portion of 
the north side of the cut was gently sloped steepening mid-slope towards its 
base. The opposing, southern side (external) was steeper than the north; its 
upper edge was steep, levelling out for a short distance before steepening 
again towards the base to mirror the northern side. It was filled by a number of 
layers of accumulated deposits. The earliest layer (14403) consisted of mid-
grey clayey silt that contained few inclusions, sealed by accumulated layers of 
iron-stained grey clayey silt (14404, 14405, 14406). Deposit 14407consisted 
of redeposited clay primarily along the northern side of the ditch on top of fill 
14406 which may derive from the erosion of an inner rampart/ bank. The ditch 
was filled with a succession of grey silty clays (14409, 14410, 14411) overlain 
by the latest fill of dark grey silty sand (14412). A cup marked stone (S.F. 1) 
was recovered from deposit 14406 which contained a number of other 
unworked sandstone fragments of a similar or smaller size.  
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Structures and features within Inner Enclosure (T136, 138, 139, 145) 
Plates 7 & 8 
Trench 136 (fig 29): The trench was positioned towards the rear (western 
side) of the inner enclosure. Palisade trench 13602 extended along the 
eastern edge of the trench (see above) where it was cut by the curvilinear arc 
of gully 13803 representing probably the drainage gully of a roundhouse (r2). 
The gully was u-shaped in profile and filled with a lower fill of grey silty clay 
(13606) overlain by heavily iron stained grey sandy silt that contained 
numerous sandstone fragments (13605). The gully measured a projected 
diameter of at least 10.3m. Another considerably shallower gully (13604) lay 
in a concentric ring 0.65m apart from the internal edge of gully 13603 and 
probably represents another phase of roundhouse (r3).  
 
Trench 138 (fig 30): The trench was positioned along the northern side of the 
inner enclosure its eastern end lying only 10m west of the enclosure entrance. 
A number of features were recorded in T138 including: a palisade trench 
(13604); evidence for at least three roundhouses (r4,5,6); the postholes from 
a four-poster structure, and several gullys. The palisade trench (13804, 
13814) was recorded at both ends of the trench and is discussed elsewhere 
(see p20). Two narrow curvilinear features which probably represent 
roundhouse wall slots lay to the east of palisade trench 13804, alternatively it 
is possible they represent heavily truncated drainage gullys (refer p26). The 
largest slot (13802, r4) formed a semi-circular arc 12.60m diameter that 
extended beyond the southern edge of excavation. The other (r5) more 
heavily truncated feature (13806) survived for only a short length.  
 
Slot 13802 was fragmentary in places and very shallow varying in depth 
between 0.10m-0.05m where excavated. In profile the base of the feature was 
generally flat and its internal side was steep or vertical whilst the external side 
was moderately sloped. There were several small depressions in the base of 
the cut at the western end of the excavated segment but it was unclear 
whether they were impressions from timbers or merely stone hollows. The 
southwest end of the wall slot widened along its inside edge near the edge of 
the trench to form a pit or posthole (unexcavated).  
 
Roundhouse r6, at the eastern end of the trench, was represented by a 
surviving length of curvilinear drainage gully (13815) that cut across palisade 
trench 13814 (see above) before petering out to the west along the southern 
edge of the trench. It measured an estimated diameter of 9.5m. In profile it 
had concave sides and base and was filled with light grey clayey silt (13818). 
Two possible postholes were recorded within the centre of the proposed 
roundhouse and the largest, cut 13824, was excavated. It was relatively wide 
and shallow and may instead represent a shallow pit. A fragment of whetstone 
was recovered from the surface of the clay subsoil within the interior of r6 
(SF4). 
 
A structure represented by four postholes in a rectangular arrangement was 
recorded near the middle of the trench in a narrow area defined by gullys 
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13809/10 and 13808. The relationship between the gullys and the structure 
was unclear. Structures of this type are known from other sites and are 
described for obvious reasons as ‘four-poster’ buildings and are thought to 
represent a raised structure serving as a granary or store. The centres of the 
postholes were arranged in two pairs each lying 0.60m apart east-west by 
1.60m north-south. Packing stones within two of the postholes (13820, 13812) 
had been disturbed by plough action and were excavated. The postholes 
were capable of holding sturdy posts with the largest, sub-rectangular cut 
13820 measuring a maximum of 0.35m by 0.46m (0.18m wide at the base) by 
0.33m in depth. Two stones recorded wedged against two sides of posthole 
13812 probably represented packing leaving a space for a timber 0.12m wide 
at the base 0.28m wide at the top.    
 
Gully 13808 ran in a gentle arc along the western side of the four post 
structure. It was u-shaped in profile slightly steeper on the eastern side, and 
was filled with a homogenous deposit of grey silty clay, gritty with mineral 
(iron) mottling (13811). The feature did not appear to represent a drainage 
gully. 
 
Two intercutting gullys (13809/10) lay to the east of the four post structure. 
The easternmost (13810) was the smaller of the two; it merged with the larger 
cut and may even have been associated with roundhouse r6. The gullys were 
considerably shallower than the neighbouring gully 13808 and were u-shaped 
in profile with slightly irregular sides. Both were filled with greyish brown sandy 
silt containing frequent inclusions of sandstone fragments (13825).  
 
Gully 13816 was the easternmost of three intercutting linear features at the 
eastern end of the trench. It was orientated south southwestwards where it cut 
across the possible palisade trench 13814 and terminated. It was v-shaped in 
profile and filled with grey silty clay containing numerous rounded fragments 
of stone an average size of 100 by 80mm by 60mm (13819) suggesting it may 
have been deliberately backfilled.  
 
Trench 139 (fig 31): The trench was positioned across the centre of the inner 
enclosure and cut across the multiple recuts from two sets of intercutting 
drainage gullys associated with two roundhouses (r7, r8) recorded in the north 
and south of the trench respectively. Roundhouse r7 occupied a prominent 
position near the centre of the inner enclosure. Roundhouse r8 was heavily 
truncated by a large furrow (13923). Where the two sets of gullys intersected 
at the centre of the trench it seemed likely that stratigraphically roundhouse r7 
represented the earliest. Four postholes recorded within the footprint of 
roundhouse r7 provided the only possible structural evidence.  
 
The visible gully terminals of roundhouse r7 indicated that it had an east 
facing entrance, a common arrangement for roundhouses. In contrast the 
visible terminal from roundhouse r8 suggested a north east facing position an 
orientation towards the enclosure entrance. The largest of the postholes/pits 
associated with roundhouse r7 was a semi-circular shaped pit (13904) that lay 
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close to the northern drainage gully. It contained a post setting at its centre 
and may represent the remains of a post extraction pit. The other three 
potential postholes remained unexcavated and lay along a single northwest-
southeast axis that ran across the centre of the area of the roundhouse, and 
may represent a fence-line rather than structural post settings.  
  
The northern drainage gully (13902) of r7 is u-shaped in profile, its eastern 
end intersected a considerably deeper steep sided cut (13922) that extended 
eastwards beyond the limit of the trench. The purpose of cut 13922 could not 
be ascertained and it could alternatively represent a pit or the terminal of a 
ditch heading eastwards. A homogenous deposit of greyish brown sandy silt 
(13903) with frequent flecks of coal/charcoal filled both cuts and the 
relationship between them could not be established. 
 
The drainage gully (13902) on the south side of r7 had multiple phases of 
recuts with two groupings of intercutting gullys. The southernmost of these 
gullys (13907/11) were shallow and the sequence between them was unclear. 
Another phase of gullys lay immediately to the north with at least one (gully 
13908) probably associated with the roundhouse r7 which was heavily 
truncated by the gullys associated with roundhouse r8 (gullys13909, 10). The 
terminal at the northern end of gullys 13907/11 is largely obscured by the 
terminal of gully 13910.  
 
The intercutting gullys associated with roundhouse r8 measured an estimated 
diameter of 12m. The earliest of the sequence was gully 13909 that probably 
cut gully 13908 associated with r7. It was succeeded by gully 13910, another 
relatively deep gully that extended across the earlier cuts and extended east 
beyond the limit of excavation. A steep sided cut (13917) lay on the northern 
side of gully 13910, its purpose was unclear, with only a small portion visible 
in the trench. The gullys from both roundhouses were filled with grey clayey 
silt with a heavy iron stained mottle. There were numerous fragments of 
sandstone particularly within the fill (13913) of gully 13909.   
 
The southern end of the roundhouse r8 drainage gully was represented by 
two relatively shallow gullys (13918, 13919) and was heavily truncated by a 
later furrow 13923 that cut across the trench in a southeast direction. The 
southernmost gully (13919) continued across the trench while the northern 
gully (13918) joined a short length of north-south gully that crossed the 
neighbouring gully before petering out; prior to truncation it may originally 
have extended across the trench, alongside gully 13919.   
 
Trench 145 (fig 32): Archaeological features were limited to the western half of 
the trench which was positioned in the southern half of the inner enclosure. 
The features consisted of: a palisade trench; two possible wall slots 
roundhouses (r9, r10); two possible roundhouse drainage gullys (r11,r12) and 
several postholes.  
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Palisade trench 14507 lies on the projected course of the palisade trench from 
the south end of T136 (see p20). The stratigraphic sequence between the 
palisade, an intersecting roundhouse wall slot (14508, r9) and a curvilinear 
gully (14505, r11) was not established, in part because the intersection was 
obscured by a field drain. 
 
The two narrow curvilinear features (14508, 14511) may represent successive 
wall slots of a roundhouse (r9, r10 respectively) or alternatively two concentric 
slots from the same structure. The wall slot interpretation is based primarily on 
the narrowness of the cut and it is possible they instead represented truncated 
remains of drainage gullys (also applies to slots in T138). Both features 
extended beyond the southern limit of the trench with only a short length of 
slot 14510 visible along its edge. Slot 14508 (r9) lay further within the trench 
and measured approximately 9m in diameter. It was very shallow and 
generally u-shaped in profile slightly steeper along its external side and 
measured an average of only 0.06m in depth.  
   
Two curvilinear gullys (14502, 05) that extended across the width of the trench 
may represent the truncated drainage gullys of two further roundhouses (r11, 
r12 respectively). Gully 14502 (r12) was generally shallow in profile with a 
wide flat base and filled with light grey silty clay with a heavy mottle of iron 
staining (14503).  
 
Gully 14505 (rh11) lay to the west of gully 14502 and was u-shaped in profile 
and filled with an iron stained, grey clayey silt (14504). A short east-west 
orientated linear feature (14510) intersected the south end of both the gully 
and palisade trench.  
 
Three possible postholes were recorded north of the eastern end of r9 (slot 
14508) within the footprint of the putative roundhouse r11 with which they may 
have been associated. 
 
Outer Enclosure Ditch (T94, T128, 129, 132) figs 22, 23, 26; Plate 4 
The outer enclosure was defined by a ditch, recorded to the north and east of 
the inner enclosure, which for much of its length was identified by the 
geophysical survey and confirmed by evaluation trenching with the exception 
of the eastern length (north-south) where the ditch followed a straight north-
south course rather than the line mistaken by the survey where it deviated to 
join the course of the modern field boundary. Whether there was an opposing 
southern and western ditch encompassing the inner enclosure, such as the 
outer enclosure at Blagdon Park (TWM forthcoming) remains uncertain 
although its southern limit (at least at the eastern end of the enclosure) was 
represented by the east-west ditch 9403 recorded within T94 which is shown 
on the geophysics survey extending eastwards from the south-east corner of 
the inner enclosure ditch to meet the southern return of the eastern outer 
enclosure ditch enclosing an area to the east and north of the inner enclosure. 
Ditch 9403 was depicted by the survey to the south of its actual position and 
was also shown extending eastwards beyond the beyond the putative 
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southeast corner of the outer enclosure as indicated by the evaluation which 
now seems unlikely.  
 
The northern length of the outer enclosure ditch was intersected by T132, 128 
and T155 (within field 17); it was excavated within T132 (seg13202) and T155 
(seg15502). No trace of a ditch was detected in T126 (field 14), placed across 
a gap in the ditch line as depicted on the geophysics survey. This gap 
therefore may indicate the position of an entrance way to the outer enclosure. 
 
The ditch in seg 13202 measured 2.00m by 0.55m in depth and in profile its 
upper edges were moderately sloped before steepening towards the base 
which was flattish. The principal fills consisted of light grey clayey silt (13205) 
at the base overlain by a similar darker deposit (13204) which was in turn 
sealed by mixed dark brown clay loam (13203). In comparison ditch 15502 at 
T155 measured 1.49m width by 0.52m and to the east in T128 measured 
1.40m in width.  
 
The eastern length of ditch running north-south was intersected by T129 and 
T94 (field 8) where it was excavated. The eastern ditch was generally wider 
than the northern length perhaps reflecting its more prominent position at the 
front of the inner enclosure and presumed foci of the settlement. In T129 the 
ditch measured 2.10m wide and where excavated in T94 measured 2.4m 
overall including a 1.70m wide recut. Only the eastern and western edges of 
the original ditch cut (9404/9415) survived in T94 with the main portion 
subsumed by ditch recut 9409 (refer also p19). The southern ditch 9403 was 
comparable in size to the outer enclosure ditch elsewhere and measured 
1.70m in width by 0.80m in depth.  
 
Linear features were recorded within T142 and 148 that differed in character 
to the prehistoric ditches and instead appeared to be orientated with the road 
and may represent later agriculture features. 
 
Features within Outer Enclosure (T130, 135) fig 25 
Trench 130 (fig 25): T130 extended eastwards from what is assumed to be 
the entrance to the inner enclosure. The enclosure ditch lay at the western 
end of the trench (ditch 13007) and a linear hollow (13005) was recorded 
along its mid-portion. A scatter of stone fragments (13003) along the base of 
the hollow suggests the feature may represent a trackway although it was 
orientated in a northeast-southwest direction, perhaps surprisingly not towards 
the inner enclosure entrance. The hollow measured 3.00m in width by 0.18m 
in depth. The trench was extended to the north and south, in order to 
investigate the hollow and within the northern extension an east-west 
orientated gully (13006) was recorded which terminated within the trench.  
 
Trench 135 (fig 28): T135 lay immediately west of the limits of the inner 
enclosure. The double width trench investigated a curvilinear geophysical 
anomaly that represented an intercutting gully presumably associated with a 
roundhouse from which no structural evidence survived. The two sides of the 
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gully were spaced 10.30m apart giving some indication of the size of the 
associated building. Three phases of intercutting gully (13502, 13503, 13504) 
were recorded in a segment excavated across it at the southern end of the 
trench. Further complexity was demonstrated with two additional gullys 
(13510, 13508) extending from the southern edge of gully 13502. The 
presence of a roundhouse beyond the limits of the inner enclosure 
demonstrates that occupation extended beyond the confines of the enclosure 
either in association with an outer enclosure or representing an unenclosed 
phase of settlement.    
 
Linear features along southern edge of field (T142, 146) figs 5, 6, 34 
It was uncertain whether the linear features recorded within T142, 146 
represented one feature although it was clear they were orientated 
approximately in the same direction.  
 
Trench 146 (fig 34): The small ditch/ gully (14604) orientated northwest-
southeast was recorded within T146 and corresponded with an anomaly 
originally interpreted as ridge and furrow in the survey. In profile it had 
moderately sloped sides with a flat base and measured 1.13m by 0.40m in 
depth. The fill (14605) consisted of stony grey sand with flecks of mineral 
staining throughout. There was a hollow to the south of the feature which was 
probably natural in origin. 
 
Trench 142 (fig 34): The trench was situated in the southeast corner of the 
field and was moved 2m westwards away from the hedge line. The eastern 
end of the trench contained a deep hollow (14202) filled with a homogenous 
light brown silty sand (14203) that was probably natural in origin. A linear 
feature (14204) orientated northwest-southeast was recorded along the 
western portion of the trench. It was relatively wide and shallow in profile and 
was unusual in having two deeper hollows along either edge rising in height in 
a gentle arc towards the centre. The hollows were not deep or steep enough 
to suggest wheel ruts although it is possible the feature does represent a track 
or alternatively a furrow rather than a shallow ditch.  
 
Post-medieval boundary (T133, 134, 137) figs 6, 27 
Three parallel linear anomalies were detected by the geophysical survey and 
investigated by three trenches. They corresponded with a post-medieval 
boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) and it seems likely 
that the northern side of the inner enclosure was incorporated as a visible 
earthwork into the line of this boundary.  
 
Trench 133 (fig 27): All three of the gullys 13302, 13304, 13306 detected by 
the survey were recorded within the trench. Gully 13306 at the northern end 
was very shallow in profile while gully 13304 to the south was deeper and u-
shaped in profile. Gully 13302 at the southern end was the deepest of the 
three and in profile was steep sided on the north side and stepped slightly on 
the opposing side. The fills of the gullys were generally homogenous and 
consisted of light grey silty loam with occasional lenses of yellow clay.  
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Trenches 134, 137 (fig 27): Only two of the gullys 13402, 13404 were visible 
within T134 with no trace surviving of the northernmost one, whilst just one 
gully (13703) could be traced 0.74m north of the inner enclosure ditch in 
T137. During the lifetime of the boundary it is likely that the ditch would have 
formed a visible earthwork possibly subsuming at least the southernmost of 
the series of gullys. The gullys recorded in these trenches were similar in 
profile to those excavated within trench 133. 
 
4.3.4 FIELD 14 (fig 5) 
Summary 
Five trenches were excavated in field 14 none of which contained features of 
archaeological significance.   
 
Results 
The field was situated immediately north of field 13 and sloped slightly 
northwards and contained extant earthworks associated with ridge and furrow 
along its northern fringe. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified the northeast corner of the 
outer enclosure in the southeast corner of the field. The northern length of the 
outer enclosure ditch was not identified but the eastern outer enclosure ditch 
was visible. It is unclear whether this break in the outer circuit represents an 
entranceway and in support of this interpretation the ditch was not traced 
within T126 cut across this gap. Ridge and furrow was also recorded following 
the slope of the field to the north.  
 
4.3.5 FIELD 17 (figs 5, 6, 35) 
Summary 
Fourteen trenches were excavated in field 17, two of which (T150, 155) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The boundary dividing field 17 
and 18 has been removed to form one large field. A ditch recorded within 
T155 was probably associated with the outer enclosure ditch of the prehistoric 
settlement centered within field 13 (refer p25). T150 contained a small gully 
that probably represented a post-medieval boundary depicted on the 1736 
estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) also traced in fields 13 and 8.  
 
Results 
In general the field sloped towards the north and east from a high point in the 
southwest corner adjacent Hall farm.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified linear and dipolar geophysical anomalies, 
several of which (T157, 151, 149) coincided with field drains. The anomalies 
investigated in T150, 155 corresponded with archaeological features. Several 
dipolar anomalies were also noted and investigated by T89, 92 and 94. The 
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dipolar anomaly investigated by T160 coincided with an outcrop of crushed 
shale. Several phases of ridge and furrow were also identified. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 150 (fig 35): Gully 15002 at the northern end of the trench was 
orientated east - west and coincided with a linear anomaly also recorded 
within field 13 to the east and depicted on the estate plan. It was relatively 
shallow with a concave profile and was filled with brown sandy silt (15003).  
 
Trench 155 (fig 35): Ditch 15502 at the northern end of the trench coincided 
with the linear anomaly representing the outer enclosure ditch associated with 
the prehistoric settlement. In profile the northern side had a sharper slope 
than its opposing side which steepened only towards the base which was 
rounded. The fill consisted of a mixed yellow and grey silty clay (15504), 
overlain by a shallower upper layer of grey silty clay (15503) that was mineral 
stained with rust coloured mottles.  
 
4.3.6 FIELD 18 (figs 5, 6, 35) 
Summary 
Six trenches were excavated in field 18 which along with field 17 was 
incorporated into one large field. Two of the trenches (T166, 167) contained 
features of archaeological interest, which were visible as linear anomalies and 
were likely to represent a post-medieval boundary depicted on the 1736 
estate plan (NA MPII/1/40).  
 
Results 
The southern edge of the field sloped southwards towards a former 
watercourse along which the boundary between fields 17 and 18 would 
originally have extended.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified several linear and dipolar geophysical 
anomalies. The linear anomalies investigated in T163, 166, 167 corresponded 
with the boundary depicted on the estate plan. Several dipolar anomalies 
were also noted and investigated by T165 and coincided with an outcrop of 
crushed shale. Several phases of ridge and furrow were also identified and a 
modern service trench. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 166 (fig 35): Gullys 16603 and 16607 coincided with the linear 
anomalies and estate plan. Gully 16603 was steep sided with a rounded base 
and was filled with a layer of brown sandy silt (16604). Gully 16607 had been 
recut at some stage and was larger than gully 16603 to the west. The primary 
cut (16607) was u-shaped in profile and its upper portion was removed by a 
possible recut (16605) that was wider and more moderately sloped cut with a 
concave base. The lower cut (16607) was filled with grey clayey silt (16608) 
and the upper fill (16606) consisted of a mix of grey and dark-brown sandy 
silt. 



 

 
TWM Archaeology  Hoodsclose 
Project Number 1273   Archaeological Evaluation 
 

31

 
Trench 167 (fig 35): The trench lay within a localised fold in the land that ran 
down slope northwards towards field 19. It was moved 1.40m to the north for 
most of its length to avoid a stone filled field drain. Ditches 16705, 16703 ran 
beside one another midway along the trench and coincided with the eastern 
linear anomaly represented by gully 16607 in trench 166. Cut 16703 was 
intersected by another cut (16707), probably represented a furrow, that ran 
perpendicular to it.  Both 16705 and 16703 may represent successive cuts of 
the same boundary depicted on the post-medieval estate plan. In profile ditch 
16705 was shallow with gently sloping sides and a rounded base. Cut 16703 
was also shallow but had a wider flat base than the other cut. The possible 
furrow 16707 had a similar profile to cut 16703 but corresponded to a series of 
furrows depicted on the geophysical survey. The features were all filled with 
greyish brown sandy silt that merged with an overlying soil horizon (16702) 
that masked the features. 
 
Trench 168: Two intersecting linear features 16803, 16804 were recorded at 
the south end of the trench. They were both fairly shallow in profile and it was 
agreed to extend the trench eastwards to further investigate the features. The 
north-south cut (16803) extended in both directions beyond the trench 
whereas the east-west cut (16804) petered out at the intersection with the 
other cut. They were similar in character to the furrow and possible ditch 
within T167 and probably represented furrows and followed the orientation of 
two phases of ridge and furrow identified during the geophysical survey.  
 
4.3.7 FIELD 19 (figs 5, 6, 36, 37) 
Summary 
Six trenches were excavated in field 19, three of which (T169, 170, 174) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The gullys and ditches recorded 
in the trenches largely coincided with the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40). 
The estate plan depicts four fields converging upon field 19 and although not 
particularly accurate it seems likely that at least one of the ditches in T169 and 
170 represented the field boundaries shown. The status of the features in 
T174 is uncertain as there appears to be a discrepancy between the estate 
plan in comparison with an extant early tree-lined boundary that survives to 
this day and is utilised by the south end of the modern western boundary of 
field 20 a short distance to the west.  
 
Results 
The field was very uneven with numerous hollows probably indicative of 
mining subsidence. Topographically it occupied the crest of a slope with the 
southern end gently sloped dropping sharply at the northern limit of the field.  
 
Geophysics evidence  
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified several dipolar anomalies 
identified as ridge and furrow. Linear anomalies could be traced in the 
southern portion of the field which corresponded with a gully and ditch 
excavated within T170. 
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Trenches 
Trench 169 (fig 36): Ditches 16902 and 16907 were recorded in the eastern 
portion of the trench. Ditch 16907 was orientated north-northeast and in profile 
it was moderately sloped, steeper on the western side with a rounded base. 
The primary fill at the base consisted of mixed grey clayey sand (16906) 
overlain by a more homogenous layer of greyish brown silty clay (16901). 
Ditch 16902 was orientated in a northerly direction and was u-shaped in 
profile slightly steeper on its western side. There were three fills the lowest 
(16905) consisted of grey silty sand overlain by deposit 16904 which was 
similar in character but contained natural clay subsoil. The upper fill (16903) 
consisted of brownish grey clayey silt. At least one or both features may be 
associated with a boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan.  
 
Trench 170 (fig 36): A ditch and gully (17002, 17000 respectively) were 
recorded in the southern portion of the trench that matched two linear 
anomalies. The gully was u-shaped in profile and the ditch was more 
moderately sloped with a rounded base. The ditch fill consisted of light grey 
clay (17003) mixed with numerous lenses of orange clay. Gully 17000 
contained two fills the lowest (17008) consisted of redeposited natural clay 
light grey silt (17001) similar to the ditch fill. At least one or both of the 
features were probably associated with a boundary depicted on the 1736 
estate plan. A vertical sided, semi-circular cut (17006) partially visible within 
the mid-portion of the trench probably represents a mine shaft.  
 
Trench 174 (fig 37): Two gullys (17405, 17407) and a ditch (17403) were 
recorded within the trench which was extended northeastwards to further 
investigate the features. Gully 17405 followed a sinuous course aligned 
approximately in a north-northeastwards direction. It was very shallow in 
profile, petering out for a short distance midway along its length. The fill 
consisted of brownish grey clayey silt (17404). Gully 17407 ran parallel to the 
northwestern side of gully 17405 and was also very shallow.  
 
Ditch 17403 lay to the east of the gullys and in profile had moderately sloped 
sides steepening at the base which was flat. The lower fill (17410) consisted 
of grey clayey sand overlain by brownish grey silty loam (17402).  
 
At least one or indeed all of these features may be associated with the 
boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan (refer summary above).  
 

4.4 AREA D (Southwest Area, fields 22, 23, 24, 28, 29) 
 
4.4.1 FIELD 22 (figs 5, 6, 38) 
Summary 
Three trenches were excavated in field 22, two of which (T183, 184) 
contained features of archaeological interest. The features identified were 
probably post-medieval in date and associated with mining activity.  
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Results 
Although the field was generally flat the ground was very uneven with many 
humps and hollows probably caused by past mining activity.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A geophysical survey identified several dipolar anomalies and smaller linear/ 
curvilinear anomalies. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 183 (fig 38): A semi-circular cut 18303 was situated partly within the 
mid-portion of the trench and measured at least 5m diameter. It was probably 
caused by mining activity and may represent a mine shaft, or subsidence. The 
cut which remained unexcavated had been backfilled with a combination of 
topsoil and clay (18302).   
 
Trench 184 (fig 38): A semi-circular cut 18402 was situated partly within the 
mid-portion of the trench. It is likely to have originated from mining activity 
perhaps representing a mine shaft. The cut which remained unexcavated had 
been backfilled with a combination of stone fragments and coal dust (18402).   
 
4.4.2 FIELD 23 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
Six trenches were excavated in field 23, none of which contained any features 
of archaeological significance. The only features encountered were furrows 
within T186, 187, 188, 190, 191. Trench 192 could not be excavated due to 
the proximity of an active Badger Sett. 
 
Results 
The field sloped slightly towards the east. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified a small number of indistinct linear and 
smaller features together with a small cluster of dipolar anomalies.  
 
4.4.3 FIELD 24 (figs 5, 6, 38) 
Summary 
Nine trenches were excavated in field 24, two of which (T196, 201) contained 
features of archaeological interest. T196 contained a gully that matched a 
linear anomaly and two possible mineshafts were identified within T201.    
 
Results 
The southern end of the field sloped northwards flattening slightly along its 
northern portion.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified a network of linear anomalies and other 
small anomalies which upon excavation mostly proved to be none 
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archaeological in origin. A possible mine shaft within T201 corresponds with a 
small anomaly. Most of the anomalies identified reflected the presence of field 
drains, breaks in slope and possibly even sub-surface geology. A series of 
linear east-west anomalies lined up with a field boundary depicted on the 
1736 estate plan. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 196 (fig 38): Gully 19600 extended across the southern end of the 
trench and corresponded with a linear anomaly. It was u-shaped in profile and 
cut through a buried soil horizon (19604). The fill consisted of dark greyish 
brown clayey silt (19601). There was also a slight natural hollow in the 
underlying subsoil midway along the trench. 
 
Trench 201 (fig 38): Two semi-circular cuts (20103, 20105) at the north end of 
the trench may represent mine shafts or subsidence. Cut 20103 measured at 
least 2.60m diameter and was filled with fine coal fragments and stone 
(20108) overlain by mid-brown clayey silt (20104). Cut 20105 measured at 
least 3.60m in width and was filled with topsoil that contained occasional 
lenses of clay (20106).   
 
4.4.4 FIELD 28 (figs 7,8) 
Summary 
Thirteen trenches were excavated in field 28, none of which contained any 
features of archaeological significance. Several trenches contained traces of 
ridge and furrow (T220, 221, 224, 226, 227, 228)  
 
Results 
The southwest corner of the field was slightly higher than elsewhere which 
was generally flat although in common with neighbouring field 22 the ground 
was uneven with many humps and hollows probably caused by past mining 
activity.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified a number of linear and curvilinear 
anomalies caused by either variations in the natural subsoil, field drains or 
furrows. 
 
4.4.5 FIELD 29 (figs 7,8, 38, 39, 40) 
Summary 
Thirteen trenches were excavated in field 29, seven of which (T230, 231, 232, 
233, 236, 237, 299) contained features of archaeological interest. The 
features within T230 and T299 represented mine shafts/ workings and 
associated features. The western portion of the field contained several gullys 
or ditches (T231, 232, 233, 236, 237) probably associated with medieval/post 
medieval field boundaries depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40). 
Sherds of medieval pottery and a fragment of slag was recovered from one of  
these gullys in T231. 
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Results 
The field occupied a north facing hillside flattening out along its northern 
portion.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
The geophysical survey identified a number of anomalies. The northeast 
portion contained a network of linear anomalies a continuation of those within 
field 24. In common with field 24, apart from the parallel linear anomalies 
associated with the medieval/ post-medieval boundary depicted on the estate 
plan (NA MPII/1/40), the remainder proved to be non-archaeological in origin. 
The western portion of the field contained several linear anomalies as well as 
a series of dipolar anomalies that may represent mining activity.  
 
Trenches 
 
Evidence of possible mining activity 
Trench 230 (fig 38): Two large semi-circular cuts (23005, 23007) were 
situated at the southwest end of the trench with another (23012) at the 
northeast end. A ditch (23009) ran north of cut 23005 with a possible furrow 
(23011) lying to the north of the ditch. The purpose of these features is 
uncertain although it seems likely that at least some if not all were associated 
with mining activity, the early 20th century rubbish (see below) within cut 
23012 suggests they probably dated from the late 19th -20th century. 
 
Cuts 23012 & 23005 were both circular in plan and measured approximately 
5.0m diameter by up to 1m in depth. In profile they had steep sides and a flat 
base that extended west beyond the trench. Cut 23012 was filled with grey 
clayey silt (23013), overlain by a dump of domestic refuge (23002) consisting 
of ash, coal fines and (glass bottles, 'brasso' can and pottery and other metal 
fragments). The lower fill of cut 23005 consisted of grey clayey silt (23004), 
overlain by a dump of coal fines (23003). 
 
Cut 23007 was sub-circular in plan with a diameter of 4.50m and had steep 
sides extending below the base of the trench. Its shape and depth suggests it 
may represent a mine shaft. The fill consisted of a dark grey silty loam mixed 
with numerous fragments of sandstone (23006).  
 
Ditch 23009 was orientated in a northwest direction and lay 2.30m northeast 
of cut 23005. In profile the ditch had steep sides with a wide flat base and was 
filled by grey silt (23008). 
 
Trench 299 (fig 40): A sub-circular cut (29902) lay partially within the eastern 
end of the trench. In profile only one side was visible within the trench which 
was steep and had been backfilled with a mixed grey silt, orange clay and 
sandstone fragments (29903). It is likely that the cut is associated with mining 
activity and may represent the edge of a mine shaft.  
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A deep linear cut (29904) lay 2m west of cut 29902 and was probably also 
associated with mining operations representing either a substantial ditch or 
even a drift mine. In profile it had steep sides and a flattish base, slightly 
stepped on its eastern side. It was substantial and measured 3.60m by 1.00m 
in depth and had been deliberately backfilled with a mixed deposit of silty clay 
and numerous fragments of coal, stones and lenses of redeposited clay 
(29905). Deposit 29905 was overlain by a layer of coal fines (29906) which 
sealed the cut.  
 
Trenches in eastern portion of field 
Trench 231 (fig 39): Gully 23102 crossed the southern end of the trench 
corresponding with a linear anomaly. It had a relatively shallow, concave 
profile and was filled with mid-brown sandy loam (23101) a lense of burnt 
material within the fill contained 13 sherds of medieval pottery and a piece of 
slag stuck to a fragment of stone (fill 23101, SF 5). A buried soil horizon 
(23100) extended across the length of the trench sealing the gully. One sherd 
of medieval pottery was recovered from the layer. 
 
Trench 232 (fig 39): Three gullys (23201, 23205, 23202) cut in the southern 
end of the trench corresponded with three east-west linear anomalies. The 
southernmost gully (23201) corresponded with gully 23102 in T231 and was 
very similar in size as were the other two gullys 23205 and 23202 within the 
trench. A buried soil horizon (23206) extended across the length of the trench 
covering the gullys. 
 
Trench 233 (fig 39): Gully 23303 cut across the northern portion of the trench 
corresponding with an east-west linear anomaly also traced within trench 232. 
It was very shallow in profile and filled with mid-brown sandy loam (23302). A 
buried soil horizon (23304) extended across the length of the trench covering 
the gully. Although no cut could be identified that matched with the two 
anomalies along the centre and southern portion of the trench they did 
coincide with a break in the natural slope and an increased thickness of the 
buried soil horizon which may represent the boundary (the southern anomaly 
did coincide with a gully within T231, 236).  
 
Trench 236: Gully 23602 cut across the southern portion of the trench 
corresponding with the southernmost of an east-west linear anomaly also 
traced within trench 231. It was very shallow in profile and was filled with mid-
brown sandy loam (23603). A buried soil horizon (23604) extended across the 
length of the trench covering the gully.  
 
Trench 237: Gully 23703 cut across the centre of the trench corresponding 
with the central of three east-west linear anomalies. It was very shallow in 
profile and filled with mid-brown sandy loam (23704). The fragmentary 
remnant of a buried soil horizon (23702) covered the gully.  
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4.5 AREA E  (fields 25, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 41) 
 
4.5.1 FIELD 25 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
The two trenches (T202, 203) sited to investigate field 25 were not excavated 
because of the ecological sensitivity of the grassland growing there.   
 
4.5.2 FIELD 26 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the two 
trenches excavated in field 26 (T204, 205).  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample area was surveyed that identified several small circular dipolar 
anomalies and ridge and furrow. 
 
4.5.3 FIELD 27 (fig 2) 
Summary 
No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the seven 
trenches excavated in field 27 (T210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216).  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified only slight evidence of 
ridge and furrow. 
 
4.5.4 FIELD 41 (figs 5, 6) 
Summary 
No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the four 
trenches excavated in field 41 (T206, 207, 208, 209). The field had previously 
been forested, although there was no evidence within the trenches of any 
associated ground disturbance.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
No geophysical survey was conducted over this field as it had previously been 
forested. 
 
4.5.5 FIELD 30 (figs 7, 8, 40) 
Summary 
Six trenches were excavated in field 30, only one of which (T244) contained 
features of archaeological interest. The trench contained interconnected 
ditches and a possible mine shaft that cut through a shallow linear feature that 
may represent a furrow.  
 
Results 
The southeastern edge of the field sloped towards the north. 
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Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of dipolar 
anomalies and three linear anomalies. The dipolar anomaly alongside T244 
was probably caused by a scatter of upcast shale possible mining debris, 
which was recorded overlying the silted up ditches.  
 
Trenches 
Trench 244 (fig 40): A broad hollow (24407) ran across the western end of the 
trench which was probably natural in origin representing perhaps a former 
watercourse. Ditch 24402 cut across the mid-portion of the trench orientated 
in a northwesterly direction. In profile it had moderately sloped sides and a 
broad base deeper at the western end either through erosion or possibly 
representing a later recut, the relationship was obscured by a field drain 
cutting across it. The lower fill consisted of grey clayey sand (24404) overlain 
by grey clayey silt that filled the ditch. Gully 24411 joined the southern side of 
the ditch and in profile its western side was vertical sided in contrast to a 
gently sloped opposing side. The gully and ditch were filled by the same 
material and were probably contemporary. A layer of shale (24413) lay over 
the silted remains of the gully and probably derived from mine working in the 
vicinity (see below). Both the ditch and gully probably relate to field 
boundaries depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) suggesting a 
later medieval or post-medieval origin. 
 
The shallow linear feature (24405) at the eastern end of the trench was 
orientated north-northeast and may represent a remnant of ridge and furrow. It 
was cut by a sub-circular feature 24409 with vertical sides that may represent 
a mine shaft. The fill consisted of shale, coal and ash (24410) and 4 sherds of 
pottery and brick fragments suggested a nineteenth century date. Nearby 
there were small depressions in the ground surface which may indicate further 
mine shafts in the vicinity.  
 
4.5.6 FIELD 31 (figs 7, 8) 
Summary 
No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the six 
trenches excavated in field 31 (T248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253).  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of dipolar 
anomalies and three short curvilinear anomalies.  
 
4.5.7 FIELD 32 (figs 7, 8, 41) 
Summary 
Ten trenches were excavated in field 32, and although several contained 
remnants of ridge and furrow only one (T263) contained a feature of 
archaeological interest. A gully within T263 corresponded with a field 
boundary depicted on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) suggesting a later 
medieval or post-medieval origin. 
 



 

 
TWM Archaeology  Hoodsclose 
Project Number 1273   Archaeological Evaluation 
 

39

Results 
The field occupied a wide flat area above Mill Burn.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified several linear anomalies 
which upon excavation mostly proved to be none archaeological in origin with 
the exception of ridge and furrow. A series of small dipolar anomalies were 
also identified but were not investigated by the trenching. 
 
Trenches 
Trench 263 (fig 41): Gully 26302 formed a broad arc in the eastern end of the 
trench extending beyond the northern edge of the trench at either end. The 
southern side of the gully had been recut (26305). In profile the original cut 
was u-shaped in profile with a smaller recut. The earlier cut was filled (26304) 
by grey clayey sand, tinted an orange hue due to extensive iron staining. The 
recut contained blue-grey clayey silt (26303), iron stained to a lesser degree. 
A series of furrows in the western half of the trench had a wavelength of 
approximately 7m. The westernmost furrow (26306) contained a different fill to 
the others and may instead represent a gully associated with another field 
boundary also depicted on the estate plan.  
 
4.5.8 FIELD 33 (figs 7, 8, 41, 42)  
Summary 
Seven trenches were excavated in field 33, five of which (T265, 266, 267, 
269, 270) contained features of archaeological interest. T269 and 270 both 
contained a ditch corresponding approximately with a field boundary depicted 
on the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40) suggesting a later medieval or post-
medieval origin. Two sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from the 
ditch and gully in T270. A ditch within T265 corresponded to a boundary 
depicted on the plan. 
 
Potentially earlier features were also identified within the field. A ditch 
recorded within T269 and gullys in T265, 266, 267 differed in character from 
the other features listed above, and were at least in part sealed by a buried 
soil horizon suggesting they may be relatively early in date.  
 
Results 
The field sloped slightly towards the northeast and north. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of dipolar 
anomalies and several curvilinear anomalies. Several of the anomalies relate 
to features in the trenches in particular a ditch at T270, a field drain in T265.  
 
Trenches 
 
Trench 265 (fig 41): The features were situated at the western end of the 
trench. Gully 26504 extended westwards across the trench and then curved 
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sharply northeastwards and widened considerably before continuing under the 
northern edge of the trench. In profile where the gully was deepest it was u-
shaped and was filled with grey silty clay (26505). The mid-portion of the gully 
was truncated by a furrow 26502. 
 
Ditch 26506 at the western end of the trench was orientated approximately 
north-south corresponding with the 1736 estate plan (NA MPII/1/40). In profile 
the ditch had steep sides and a relatively wide base that had two hollows cut 
into it suggesting it may have been recut. The lower fill (26508) consisted of 
dark grey clay, overlain by a fill of iron stained grey silty clay (26507) along the 
eastern side filling the possible recut. The ditch was sealed by a deposit 
indistinguishable from the overlying topsoil (26500). 
 
Trench 266 (fig 41): Gully 26603 at the southeastern end of the trench lined 
up with the gully in T265. In profile it was steeper on the eastern side than the 
opposing side that was gently sloped. The fill consisted of grey clayey sand 
(26602) which was overlain by a buried soil horizon (26604) of pale brown 
silty sand. 
 
Trench 267 (fig 41): Gully 26703 at the western end of the trench was 
orientated north-south and had no apparent relationship with the gully in the 
neighbouring trenches (T265, T266). In profile it was steeper on the eastern 
side than the opposing side that was gently sloped. The fill consisted of 
greyish brown silty sand (26702).  
 
Trench 269 (fig 42): The trench contained three principal features of 
archaeological interest: ditch (26903) and gully (26905) at the eastern end; 
ditch (26911) in the western portion.  
 
The ditch and gully (26903/05 respectively) lay approximately 1.70m apart 
and probably represent successive phases of the same boundary. Ditch 
26903 ran in a northeasterly direction and had moderately sloped sides and 
rounded base in profile. It was filled with a mix of dark brown silty loam and 
yellow sandy clay (26904). Gully 26905 was considerably smaller than the 
ditch and contained a similar fill (26906). The fills merged with the overlying 
topsoil layer that had accumulated up to 0.50m in depth at this end of the 
trench. The ditch and gully may relate to a field boundary depicted on the 
estate plan. 
 
Ditch 26911 was larger than the other two features and contained a different 
fill. It was u-shaped in profile and filled by grey clayey silt (26908) which was 
overlain by a buried soil horizon (26902) both of which were cut by a stone 
rubble filled drain (26912) that ran along the length of the ditch at this point.  
Another stone filled drain extended along the mid-portion of the trench 
perpendicular to the one cutting the ditch. 
 
Trench 270 (fig 42): The trench lay within a slight hollow towards the corner of 
the field. There were several irregular soil stains and a large shallow feature 
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27003 that probably relate to natural ponding in this area. Gully 27005 and 
ditch 27007 lay parallel to one another on the edge of the hollow. They were 
both aligned towards the northeast and lay only 0.50m apart and in common 
with the pair of cuts in T269 probably represented two successive cuts of the 
same feature.   
 
In profile the eastern side of ditch 27007 was moderately sloped with a flattish 
base that had a channel worn along the centre. The western side of the cut 
formed a wide shallow cut along its upper portion suggesting that it may 
represent a ditch recut (27010). The earliest fill (27008) consisted of dark 
bluish grey silty sand and the recut was filled with a similar deposit (27009). A 
sherd of medieval pottery was recovered from deposit 27008. 
 
Gully 27005 was considerably smaller than the ditch and contained a similar 
fill (26906) from which a sherd of medieval pottery was also recovered. The 
fills merged with the overlying soil horizon (27002) that had accumulated to up 
0.30m in depth. 
 
4.5.9 FIELD 34 (figs 7, 8) 
Summary 
No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the three 
trenches excavated (T271, 272, 273). The field occupied a steep hill side 
flattening out along the northern edge.  
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of small indistinct 
anomalies and a dipolar. 
 
4.5.10 FIELD 35 (figs 7, 8, 42) 
Summary 
Nine trenches were excavated in field 35, an additional three trenches site 
across a large natural gully that led towards the Mill Burn were left 
unexcavated as it was agreed that one representative sample across the 
feature would adequately investigate it (T274). Three trenches (T274, 282, 
285) contained features of archaeological interest. T274 cut across the natural 
watercourse with extant peat deposits. A shallow gully was recorded in T282 
and a pit within T285. 
 
Results 
The field was subdivided by a large natural gully leading towards the Burn. 
The ground also fell away sharply along the western edge of the field leaving 
a distinctive ridge along this part of the field. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of dipolar 
anomalies and curvilinear anomalies. Many of the curvilinear anomalies were 
located along the ridge in the western portion of the field which proved to be 
natural in origin.  
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Trenches 
 
Trench 274: The trench cut across the natural gully along which a former 
watercourse (27403) had ran and formed a cut that contained accumulated 
peat (27402) which was sealed by a buried soil horizon (27401). Two stone 
filled field drains also ran along either side of the hollow.  
 
Trench 282 (fig 42): The trench ran perpendicular to a farm track. The end of 
the trench close to the track cut across an indistinct bank and a shallow ditch 
or hollow (28203) that presumably marked an earlier field boundary. 
 
Trench 285: Pit 28504 was recorded in the northern end of the trench. Its fill 
was indistinct from topsoil and it may represent a tree bole as the area is 
depicted as wooded on the 1736 estate plan following the natural gully. The 
southern end of the trench cut across the upper limit/ or head of the natural 
gully where two layers of buried soil (28503/02) lay within a slight hollow  
 
4.5.11 FIELD 36, 37 (figs 7, 8, 42) 
Summary 
Thirteen trenches were excavated in fields 36/37 which had been 
amalgamated into one large field. Trenches T287  and T289 contained the 
only features of possible archaeological interest. A shallow gully was recorded 
in T287 and a pit which may represent a tree bole within T289. 
 
Results 
The fields occupied a distinctive hillock falling away steeply to the north and 
west towards the Burn. 
 
Geophysics evidence 
A sample geophysical survey of the field identified a number of curvilinear 
anomalies which proved to be mainly natural in origin and ridge and furrow 
 
Trenches 
 
Trench 287 (fig 42): Gully 28702 cut across the centre of the trench and was 
orientated towards the northeast matching the course of a linear anomaly. It 
was very shallow in profile and was filled by greyish brown silt (28703).  
 
Trench 285: Pit 28504 was recorded midway along the trench. The fill was 
indistinct from a buried soil horizon (28902). The pit was irregular in profile 
suggesting that it may represent a tree bole. 
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4.6 Summary of Ridge and Furrow Field Systems 
 
Ridge and furrow occurred throughout the site and was mostly heavily 
truncated by later ploughing and not identifiable as an earthwork. Ridge and 
furrow was clearly visible on the geophysical survey, with two phases of 
system visible: a medieval broad rigg system, and a narrow rigg post-
medieval system. In general the ridge and furrow was in a poor state of 
preservation and after the trench was excavated commonly very little 
evidence if any survived of the field systems therefore it was unusual to 
ascertain the wavelength of the furrows. The table below provides a list of 
ridge and furrow wavelengths where possible to measure.  
 
Summary of Ridge and Furrow Wavelengths  
(measured between centres of furrows) 
 
Field Trench Wavelength 
1 5 2m 
5 48 7m 
6 60 3m 
6 66 6m 
7 70 3.3m 
9 100 5.5m 
23 188 8m 
23 187 11-6.5m 
23 190 10.5m 
31 248 3m 
32 261 7.5m 
32 263 7-8m 
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5 DISCUSSION  

5.1 Summary 
The geophysical survey and evaluation trenching have identified two areas 
containing significant archaeological features relating to settlement activity.  
 
Principal areas of archaeological Interest 

• Prehistoric ditched enclosure and associated settlement, Field 13, part 
of Fields 17 & 8 (refer 5.2) 

• Stone building and associated features, Field 6 (refer 5.3) 
 
Other archaeological features encountered across the site can be sub-divided 
into several groups 
 

• Wider landscape features: Ditched boundary features of uncertain date. 
These are: Ditch of uncertain date Fields 7, 39 (T69, 75, 76); Ditch of 
uncertain date, Field 7 (T47); Field 33 gullys and ditch of uncertain date 
(T265, 266, 269). (refer 5.4) 

      
• Wider landscape features: Ditches and gullys depicted on the 1736 

Derwentwater estate plan (refer 5.5). 
 

• Mining activity. Possible post-medieval and modern (19th/20th century) 
mining activity relating to potential shafts and bell-pits in several parts 
of the site 

5.2 Prehistoric Settlement (field 13, part of fields 8 & 17) 
Evidence of prehistoric occupation is centred upon field 13 alongside the 
modern B6309 at a site previously identified through aerial photography with 
more detail being provided by geophysical survey (Scott 2010). Trenching 
confirmed the presence of an inner and outer ditched enclosure recorded in 
the geophysical survey. A palisaded enclosure was also encountered within 
the footprint of the ditched inner enclosure that had been cut by later 
roundhouses. The palisade was not aligned with the rectilinear ditched 
enclosure and probably preceded it following a pattern identified at a number 
of other sites in the region including Delhi Open Cast mine, East and West 
Brunton (TWM forthcoming) where the ditched enclosures represented the 
latest phase of a long-lived settlement occupied until at least the later Iron 
Age.  
 
The inner enclosure measured a maximum of 85m east-west by 77m north-
south with an internal area of 0.6ha, comparable in size to other sites of this 
period in the region. All but one of the roundhouses was located within the 
inner enclosure which has clearly been the focus of intensive occupation with 
evidence for at least 12 roundhouses within the limited area investigated by 
trenching. The overall extent of the outer enclosure boundary and its 
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relationship with the inner enclosure is still not entirely understood, although 
the evidence from geophysics and the trenching indicates that the outer circuit 
of ditch extends beyond the north and east side of the inner enclosure 
returning to join the southeast corner of the inner enclosure. The full circuit of 
the outer enclosure was not established to the south-west. Rather than 
forming a complete circuit such as that found at Delhi (TWM forthcoming) the 
outer ditches may simply form a component of a wider network of boundaries 
such as West Brunton a more complex and extensive site than the remains 
suggest at Hoods Close. The presence of a roundhouse outside the inner 
enclosure in T135 (albeit adjacent to it) and the gully in T130 indicates that in 
common with other comparable sites such as at Delhi, East and West Brunton 
occupation was not restricted to the inner enclosure. Therefore it is possible 
that there may be other discrete clusters or single roundhouses in the area 
partially defined by the outer enclosure. An estimate of the settlement can be 
extrapolated from the known extent of the outer enclosure which measured 
212m east – west by a minimum of 141m north – south: extending over much 
of field 13; the western edge of field 8; the southeastern portion of field 17 and 
the southeast corner of field 14.  
 
The only artefacts recovered from the settlement were a cup-marked stone 
(SF 1, 14406) from the fill of the inner enclosure ditch (14402) and a 
whetstone (SF 4, unstratified) from the surface of the clay subsoil in the 
interior of roundhouse (R6) in T138.  

5.3 Stone Building and surrounding area (field 6) 
The other principal area containing significant archaeological features was the 
remains of an as yet undated building and associated features. This structure 
is not depicted on any historic mapping including the detailed Derwentwater 
estate plan of 1736 (NA MPII/1/40). The building was situated alongside the 
B6309 road (the successor of the Roman road, Dere Street) in the southwest 
corner of field 6 (T61) and aligned in the same southeast-northwest direction 
as the road.  
 
The complete floor plan of the building was not established with the position of 
the western wall being unknown. The building measured 3.70m north-south. 
Only the wall foundation survived, which was constructed from unworked 
sandstone fragments laid in a shallow construction cut made through a layer 
of buried soil horizon (6106). For a short length within the extension trench the 
foundation was overlain by a layer of clay representing bedding for a wall. 
Gully (6105) perhaps associated with drainage ran from the southern side of 
the building. To the east the land was sub-divided by a ditch that appeared to 
be associated with a plot of land depicted on the 1736 estate plan (see 
below).   
  
The building was situated in a prominent position on the crest of a steep bank 
after which the hill rises very gently for a distance of 1.2km towards the village 
of Whittonstall. It is of note that although the structure itself was not depicted 
on the Derwentwater estate plan, it lies within or immediately west of an 
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isolated plot of land labelled on the plan as ‘Bullion Side’ that itself lies within a 
large parcel of land recorded as ‘Newlands Park’. The ‘Bullion Side’ plot could 
be traced across several trenches (fig 4) including T61 where the associated 
ditch lies only 8.40m east of the structure.  
 
The construction technique of a stone and clay foundation has parallels with 
Roman, Medieval and later buildings and have supported a variety of 
buildings including stone, cob or timber framed. The purpose and date of the 
building is unclear although the combined cartographic evidence for the plot of 
land and structure alongside makes a strong case for it being a medieval or 
early-post medieval farmstead and associated small holding. However its 
position alongside Dere Street lends itself to consideration as Roman in origin.  

5.4 Undated Features 
Occupation and utilisation of the landscape has left a complex palimpsest of 
boundary features, primarily ditches and gullys potentially relating to 
thousands of years of landuse. Distinguishing features relating to different 
periods is difficult. The evidence from the trenching when taken in conjunction 
with the geophysical survey and cross referenced to the Derwentwater estate 
plan has enabled many of the linear features to be placed into a landscape 
context. However there are several linear features that cannot be traced on 
the estate plan or subsequent mapping and as such they may represent 
earlier features, perhaps of prehistoric date. These include a north-south 
orientated ditch recorded within fields 7 and 39 (T69, 75, 76). Ditch 4706 
recorded within field 5, T47 may also have been early feature and although 
aligned on the same orientation as the ridge and furrow is not necessarily 
related.  
 
At the eastern edge of the site the estate plan is marked as “Newlands Park” 
and no boundary features are marked in this area. In this area (Fields 1, 2 and 
5)  the majority of linear features were straight and headed toward the south-
east corner of the site. It is probable that these are drainage features within 
the park and as such which would not be depicted by a plan which was 
fundamentally concerned about ownership. The linear features recorded 
within the northern edge of field 5 (T56, 57, 58) seemed to radiate from the 
same origin as the small ditch that heads to the southeast corner of the site 
clearly visible on the geophysical survey (fig 3, fields 1, 2, 5). These were 
probably also associated with the park. The purpose of gully 1603 recorded 
within T16 (field 2) is unknown  
 
There were fewer undated features towards the west of the site. The notable 
exception was field 33 where a gully was recorded in T266 that changed 
orientation sharply and joined another feature within T265 the purpose of 
which was unclear. A larger ditch at the north end of T265 corresponded with 
a boundary on the 1736 estate plan but was filled with deposits different in 
character to the nearby gully (26504) that appeared to be earlier. At the 
southern end of the field in T269 and 270, ditches were recorded which 
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approximately corresponded with the 1736 estate plan, but ditch 26907 
recorded to the north of the boundary in T269 may be early in date. 

5.5 Features identified on the Derwentwater Estate Plan 
As discussed previously (refer 5.4) the site benefits from a detailed plan from 
1736 of Newlands and Whittonstall drawn up to record part of the 
Derwentwater Estate forfeited as a consequence of the 1715 Jacobite Rising.   
The plan itself depicts a landscape that owes a great deal to the medieval 
period with boundaries often formed from sub-divisions of the open field ridge 
and furrow systems and also small more haphazard plots which together 
formed a radically different field arrangement to the regular network of present 
day fields demonstrating the radical reorganisation that occurred during the 
nineteenth century.  
 
The 1736 estate plan has provided an indication of the probable date of many 
features. The estate plan was overlain with the modern mapping transcribed 
with the geophysical survey and evaluation trenching results (figs 4, 6, 8). The 
accuracy of the early map is obviously not comparable to the modern mapping 
but in general when the two plans are compared the correlation between the 
features identified during the evaluation and the boundaries depicted on the 
map is striking. The depiction of a boundary on such a plan does not of course 
preclude the possibility that some of these features originated during the 
medieval period or earlier.  

5.6 Mining Activity 
A number of possible bell pits and shafts, have been identified across the site 
and these for the most part corresponded to dipolar anomalies highlighted 
during the geophysics survey. In general there was no evidence of surface 
works associated with these features. Two of the possible shafts (T110, 244) 
contained backfill with nineteenth/early twentieth century pottery.  
 

5.7 Conclusion 
Outside the two principal areas of archaeological significance containing the 
prehistoric enclosure and the building in Field 6, identified by geophysical 
survey and trenching, there is no evidence of any coherent or extensive 
archaeological remains that cannot be related to the documented medieval 
field system or colliery activity likely to be 19th/20th century in origin. Beyond 
these areas there is only sporadic evidence of linear features predominantly 
relating to field boundaries visible on 18th century mapping evidence and 
possible mineshafts. Sufficient trenching has been undertaken during this 
Phase 1 evaluation trenching scheme to establish the archaeological potential 
of the site.      
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APPENDIX 1: Trench Contents Table 
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APPENDIX 2: Feature List 
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APPENDIX3: Finds List 
 
Bulk Finds 
 

Small Finds 

Context Type Quantity Description Date 

8103 glass 1 (not 
retained) 

bottle 20th century 

11003 pot 1 white china 20th century 

23002 various numerous 
(not 
retained) 

waste dump: glass; pottery white 
china and stoneware; metal 
fragments including ‘Brasso’ can 

20th century 

23100 pot 1  medieval 

23101 pot 13  medieval 

24410 pot 4 2 blue & white china, 2 white china 19/20th century 

27006 pot 1 handle medieval 

27008 pot 1   medieval 

unstrat 
T135 

pot 1  medieval 

SF. 
number 

Context Type Description Date 

1 14406 worked 
stone 

Cup-marked Stone Bronze age? 

2 3102 slag 4 fragments ? 

3 unstrat. T198 flint flake ? 

4 surface find T138, 
interior of 
roundhouse r6 

worked 
stone 

Whetstone Iron Age? 

5 23102 slag slag stuck on sandstone 
fragment 

medieval? 
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APPENDIX 5: Method Statement 
 



 







































































Plate 3: Ditch 14402, Trench 144, facing north

Plate 4

Plate 4: Ditch 9404, Trench 94, facing south

Plate 3



Plate 1: Plan of Building, Trench 61  

Plate 2: North Wall of Building, Trench 61

Plate 1

Plate 2



Plate 5: Palisade trench, Trench138  

Plate 6: Palisade trench, Trench138  

Plate 5

Plate 6



Plate 7: Roundhouse r7, Trench 139, facing north  

Plate 8: Intercutting gullys of roundhouses r7 r8, 
Trench 139, facing east 

Plate 7

Plate 8
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