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ABSTRACT 

The following report details the results of an 
archaeological watching brief undertaken by Avon 
Archaeological Unit on behalf of Avon County Council 
Highways, Transport and Engineering Department to 
observe and record archaeological deposits exposed 
during the construction progra-e for the 
Weston-Super-Mare Primary Distributor Road from st 
Georges Interchange, at Junction 21 of the MS Motorway, 
to the A3471, and the dualling of Herluin Way, 
Weston-Super-Mare. 

The construction of the Primary Distributor Road and 
associated ground breaking activities provided a rare 
and valuable opportunity to observe substrata in an 
area of traditional pasture and former seasonal wetland 
which is recognised to have very high archaeological 
potential (see appendix 1). 

Excavation works associated with Stage Vc of the 
construction programae exposed a large number of 
substantial and well preserved ditches which appeared 
to represent a buried drainage systea relating to 
earlier, possibly Romano-British, land reclaaation and 
agricultural activity. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This project was undertaken by the writer and staff of 
the Avon Archaeological Unit between April and October 
1994. 

1.2 The construction programme for the Weston-S-Mare Primary 
Distributor Carriageway (figures 1 and 2) was designed 
by Avon County Council Highways Transport and 
Engineering Department and carried out by Christiani and 
Nielsen Building and civil Engineering Contractors. 

1.3 The overall archaeological record of the construction 
programme in Avon has been assigned Avon Sites and 
Monuments Record number 9767 (ASMR 9767). 

1. 4 The aim of the project was to establish and record the 
presence or absence of archaeological deposits andjor 
finds revealed during carriageway construction in an 
area where established landuse had previously restricted 
the availability of archaeological data. The mechanical 
excavation of carriageway drainage systems adjacent to 
and across the highway permitted the archaeological 
observation of the majority of land parcels affected by 
Stages Vc and V1 of the construction programme (figure 
2) . Individual land parcels formed the basis of the 
archaeological recording system, each being assigned an 
individual number prior to the commencement of the 
majority of earth moving activity. 

1.5 Archaeologically significant deposits were recorded in 
16 of the 39 land parcels which were affected by the 
construction programme. 

1.6 Part I of this report (sections 3-5 below) details the 
location and methodology of both the construction and 
archaeological programmes. 

1.7 Part II of the report (section 6 and 7 below) provides 
a detailed catalogue of the archaeological evidence 
which was recorded within the land parcels which were 
affected by the construction programme. The catalogue is 
cross referenced to archaeological drawings and 
photographs (figures 5 to 15 and photographs A to J) 
which are incorporated at the rear of the report. 

1.8 All archaeological finds recovered during the programme 
were subsequently washed, bagged and marked with the 
relevant Avon Sites and Monuments number (ASMR number) 
and site number or subdivision. The finds together with 
the documentary archive have been prepared for long term 
storage at Woodspring Museum, Weston-S-Mare, but will be 
stored initially at the offices of the Avon 
Archaeological Unit, 325 Fishponds Rd, Bristol. The 
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evidence recorded during the project has been added to 
the Avon Sites and Monuments Record either as new I 
records or as amendments to existing records. 
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PART I 

3 • 0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUHD 

3 .1 The archaeological sensi ti vi ty of the affected area is 
highlighted in the Avon County Planning Department 
Archaeological Guidance Note 1, "Archaeology and 
Development in the Avon Levels" (appendix 1) which 
indicates, in accordance with PPG16 (DoE 1990) and 
County Structure Plan Policy BE4a, the importance of 
monitoring large scale ground breaking development in 
the area of the levels. 

3. 2 The potential significance of buried archaeological 
sites on the Levels is increased in comparison with 
sites on higher ground due to the high water table. In 
such conditions waterlogging can sometimes preserve 
otherwise perishable environmental evidence (e.g. wood, 
leather etc). Peat deposits in the Levels have yielded 
extensive and well preserved evidence of Iron Age 
settlement at Meare (Bulleid and Gray 1948) and Late 
Bronze Age activity at Shapwick Heath (Coles 1972). 
Archaeological observation of large scale development 
projects in the North Avon Levels (e.g. Young 1992) has 
also recorded previously unknown and well preserved 
evidence of Romano- British activity and settlement in a 
similar wetland zone whilst a more detailed survey of 
the Wentlooge Levels on the Welsh side of the estuary 
(Allen & Fulford 1986) has revealed extensive areas of 
Romano- British saltmarsh reclamation. Salvage recording 
during the construction of the Oldbury Power Station 
Silt Lagoon in 1992 (Hume 1992) recorded further 
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extensive evidence of Romano-British settlement on the 
flanks of the estuary and evidence of earlier Bronze Age 
activity. 

4 • 0 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

4.1 The Holocene geology of the Avon and Somerset Levels 
consists predominantly of tidal silts and alluvial clays 
which are interbedded in some areas with peat layers or 
less well defined organic rich horizons. Patches of 
glacial Head deposits occur on the margins of the basin. 
The highway construction route affected an area entirely 
dominated by Holocene alluvium broadly comparable with 
the Wentlooge Formation which has been described in 
greater detail on the Welsh side of the Severn Estuary 
(Allen & Fulford 1986). 

4. 3 The topography of the study area is very uniform 
throughout, consisting largely of level pasturage 
bordered by a system of established linear drainage 
ditches or 'rhynes'. Overall the level of the modern 
ground surface rises slightly within the construction 
corridor from southwest to northeast, increasing from 
c.4.9m a.o.d near to Weston Airport to c.5.3m a.o.d. in 
the area to the northeast of Summer Lane. 

5 CONSTRUCTION METHODOLOGY 

5.1 The construction programme incorporated three phases of 
activity where archaeological deposits and artefacts 
were likely to be disturbed. The disturbance of the 
existing land drainage regime in an area, which has a 
very high water table, required the construction of a 
series of new drainage rhynes and highway culverts. The 
excavation of substantial drainage rhynes adjacent to 
much the carriageway route within Stages Vc and V1 
provided an opportunity to observe an extensive tranche 
of the wetland landscape and to assess for the presence 
of archaeological remains. Topsoil stripping did not 
occur prior to the deposition of road surface aggregates 
along Stages Vc and V1 of carriageway construction. In 
these areas of pasture the topsoil was only stripped at 
the points where later excavation works were scheduled. 

5.2 Factors such as the location of existing drainage 
ditches and the need to raise many areas of the 
carriageway determined that not all areas within the 
construction corridor were subject to substantial 
ground breaking or deeper excavation. 

5. 3 The construction easement was enclosed by a post and 
rail fence throughout the carriageway corridor. Standard 
360° slew tracked excavators were used during all 
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substantial earth moving activities on the site. 
Equipped with large specialised cleaning buckets, the 
machines were used to strip the topsoil in appropriate 
areas . The surface of the subsoil or alluvium then 
often remained exposed for some time (in some sections 
for a month or more) prior to the excavation of 
culverts. 

5. 4 Stage IVb of the construction programme entailed the 
dualling of the existing carriageway at Herluin Way in 
order to form a new four lane carriageway. The upper 
c.0.3m of marshy waste-ground adjacent to the southern 
edge of Herluin Way was stripped prior to construction 
for the deposition of aggregates in order to raise the 
ground level to that of the existing road. A narrow 
service trench (c0.50m wide x c0 . 70m deep) was excavated 
at the same time to insert a plastic drainage pipe 
beside the new carriageway . The trench enabled limited 
observation of the upper alluvium in this area although 
the area as a whole contained widespread contamination 
derived from the existing road and a large area of 
made-ground which flanked the area. 

5. 5 The construction of Stage Vb (figure 2), a raised 
section of carriageway, was completed prior to the 
commencement of this archaeological recording programme 
and is understood to have required only very limited 
ground breaking activity. 

5. 6 Stage Vc of the construction programme represented the 
most promising opportunity for the assessment of 
archaeological remains within the carriageway corridor 
as it involved substantial earthmoving activity in an 
area of previously undisturbed pasture . A series of new 
drainage channels and highway culverts were constructed 
adjacent to the new carriageway in this area. 

5.6.1 

5.6.2 

A substantial 01 type drainage rhyne was excavated 
adjacent to the southern edge of the carriageway 
throughout most of stage Vc (figures 2, 5 and 6). In 
general the rhyne was c.8m wide and tapered at the base 
to a depth of c.2m below the modern ground surface. The 
base of the rhyne was generally c. 4m wide and was 
terraced with a 0.4m high and 2m wide step along the 
southern edge. In a number instances the 01 rhyne cut 
across ditches which form the existing land boundaries 
in the area. Where this occurred the existing ditches 
were temporarily dammed with clay prior to excavation. 

A series of less substantial (02 type) rhynes were 
excavated in certain areas alongside the northern edge 
of the road corridor in order to replace existing 
ditches affected by carriageway construction. These 
rhynes were excavated to a similar depth and width as 
the existing ditches. The rhynes were V shaped in 
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5.6.3 
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5.6.4 

5.7 
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6.1 
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profile and tapered from a width of c.3m to c.lm at a 
depth of c.2.4m. Although excavation of the D2 rhynes 
was completed prior to the commencement of the 
archaeological watching brief, it was still possible to 
observe and record archaeological deposits visible in 
the exposed rhyne banks. 

A narrow service trench was excavated adjacent to the 
northern edge of the carriageway throughout Stage Vc of 
the construction programme. The trench was 0.7m wide and 
excavated to an average depth of 1.20m below the modern 
ground surface . The vertical trench sections provided an 
opportunity to observe archaeological features exposed 
in profile, however the concrete water pipe and 
surrounding bedding gravel was installed as soon as 
excavation took place, limiting the time for detailed 
archaeological recording. Sections of the service trench 
were excavated and backfilled in the evenings and 
weekends, in these instances archaeological monitoring 
was not undertaken. 

Six highway culverts were constructed at various points 
across stage Vc of the development, allowing the water 
from the ditch system to the west of the carriageway to 
pass beneath the road and into the Dl type rhyne to the 
east. The culverts were excavated vertically to a depth 
of c3.5m to accommodate large concrete pipes and in some 
cases sluice gates. The culverts provided a valuable 
opportunity to observe a deeper stratigraphic sequence 
of undisturbed alluvium. 

Ground breaking activity during Stage Vl of the 
construction programme involved the construction of four 
highway culverts and two substantial pedestrian subways, 
which pass under the carriageway within Stage Vc, were 
excavated on each side of the carriageway at various 
points along Stage Vl. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

Archaeological staff were on site during the stages of 
topsoil stripping and construction trenching in order to 
identify and record archaeological deposits or finds 
which were exposed. During these processes standard 
archaeological records and notes were made for each 
construction site or land parcel and any archaeological 
features or deposits that were recognised within them. 
All archaeological features and deposits observed were 
photographed and wherever possible drawn in detail. The 
nature of the subsoil and substrata were also recorded 
irrespective of whether archaeological deposits were 
present or not. 
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6.2 

6.3 

In practice it was necessary to view areas where topsoil 
had been stripped almost immediately as the movement of 
machinery along the easement soon compacted the subsoil 
surface and obscured archaeological features. Isolated 
finds located upon or within the subsoil surface were 
located with respect to the margins of the easement and 
recorded with a ten figure grid reference. In areas 
where the excavation of rhynes had been carried out 
prior to this archaeological recording programme it was 
still possible to photograph and plan exposed 
archaeological features, although the angled machine cut 
distorted the dimensions of the features when viewed in 
profile . 

Each 01 type rhyne was observed during excavation. 
Stratified archaeological deposits which were revealed 
in the trench section were recorded in relation to 
existing land parcels. The level of recording of 
archaeological deposits was always dependent upon local 
conditions. Agreement with the construction foreman was 
always required prior to entering the trench and , where 
excavation was deepest or where they were filled with 
standing water, it was simply either not possible or 
safe to do so. It was possible to access a number of 
points where subterranean archaeological features were 
exposed in section and make detailed records although 
the contractors were not happy to see clean rhyne 
sections disturbed in order to recover soil samples. 

6.4 After excavation the rhynes rapidly filled with water 
from ground seepage. Accordingly , the time available to 
record substantive archaeological deposits exposed in 
section was usually relatively short . The primary 
objective of recording was therefore to provide an 
overall assessment of the nature and extent of 
archaeological deposits and if possible to obtain finds 
for dating purposes. Despite the problem of water 
seepage it was possible to produce scaled archaeological 
drawings a significant number of the features (e . g. 
ditch profiles) which were exposed. 

6.5 The sequence of unique Context Record numbers issued 
during the recording programme were subdivided on the 
basis of their relationship to existing land parcels and 
were prefixed by an unique field number (Field numbers 
1-40: cross referenced within the project archive to the 
rel evant OS parcel number). Archaeological features 
exposed within each land parcel were subsequently 
assigned context numbers from 100 onwards. Therefore, 
for example, the first feature recorded within Field 8 
was assigned context number 8100 , the second feature 
8200 and so on. Similarly in Field 12 individual records 
run from context number 12100 onwards . The topsoil, 
subsoil and undisturbed alluvial layers were each 
allocated a single context number throughout the entire 
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survey area due to their uniform nature. The topsoil was 
allocated context number 100 the subsoil 200, the upper 
alluvium 300 and the lower alluvium 400. 

6.6 The majority of the land parcels within the survey area 
contained shallow linear depressions, which form part of 
the area's intricate drainage network. The development 
of the existing drainage regime in the area probably has 
its origins in the medieval period although it is 
possible that the major rhynes were established at an 
earlier date, possibly during the Romano-British period. 
The dry surface depressions are referred to as surface 
drainage channels in this document, as opposed to the 
deeper, perennially wet ditches and rhynes. Where 
present the orientation and number of surface drainage 
channels were recorded adjacent to the carriageway 
corridor. 

6.7 Unless stated 
by Stages Vc 
consisted of 
and c.2m deep) 

otherwise the field boundaries affected 
and V1 of the construction programme 
substantial drainage ditches (c.3m wide 
and hedgerow. 

7. CATALOGUE OF SITES AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

7.1 Note. 

The following catalogue of sites details archaeological 
and general observations recorded from individual 
Ordnance Survey (OS) land parcels within the 
construction corridor. The first line of each 
descriptive record lists the os land parcel number, the 
number assigned to that parcel for archaeological 
recording purposes during the construction programme, 
its National Grid Reference (NGR ST), and the relevant 
figure number incorporated within this report. 

7.2 Archaeological and other relevant data recorded during 
the watching brief, including, where appropriate, the 
description and assessment of archaeological features 
and finds, are included within the descriptive text for 
each individual land parcel. 

7. 3 The topsoil, subsoil and underlying alluvial layers 
were generally of a consistent nature throughout the 
survey area. For this reason each was assigned a single 
context number throughout the recording programme. 
Context 100 represented the topsoil layer which 
consisted of a dark brown sil ty clay loam with an 
average depth of 0 .lm. Context 200 represented the 
subsoil which consisted of a silty brown clay layer 
with an average thickness of 0.15m. Context 300 
represented the upper alluvium which consisted of silty 
olive-grey clay with an average thickness of 1. 5m. 
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Context 400 represented the lower alluvium which 
consisted of very silty olive-grey clay. The depth of 
the lower alluvium layer was not ascertained during the 
project. 

7.4 STAGE IVB 

7.4.1 Stage IVb (figure 2) of the construction programme (the 
dualling of the existing carriageway at Herluin Way) did 
not involve substantial ground breaking activity. 
Archaeological monitoring of topsoil stripping in the 
area did not yield any archaeologically significant 
finds or features. Subsequent excavation of a 0.3m deep 
x 0. 4m wide service trench parallel to the existing 
carriageway provided an opportunity to the observe the 
upper alluvium in profile. However waterlogging and the 
rapid speed at which the service trench was excavated 
and backfilled precluded detailed archaeological 
recording of much of the excavation. No 
archaeologically significant features were recorded 
within the silty upper alluvium in this area. 

7.5 STAGE VC Figures 5 to 15 

7.5.1 

Note. 

During earthmoving activities within Stage Vc (figures 
2, 5 and 6) of the construction programme a large number 
of linear archaeological soil features were recorded. 
The features were interpreted to represent former 
drainage ditches and/or field boundaries relating to 
earlier agricultural activity in the area. The majority 
of the archaeological features were sealed by the 
subsoil and orientated broadly northwest to southeast 
although there were a few exceptions. 

OS ST2910 Field 1 ST351 650 Figure 7 

7.5.1.1 Within this field a 02 type drainage rhyne had been 
opened parallel to the north of the highway prior to the 
commencement of this recording programme. The rhyne was 
excavated to a maximum depth of 1. 6m (c. 3. 4 a. o . d. ) 
below the modern ground surface and tapered from a width 
of 2. 7m at the top to a width of c .1m at the trench 
base. The angled V shaped trench profile created a 
distorted view of archaeological features which were 
exposed in the trench section. 

7.5.1.2 Context 1100 (Photograph A) represented a narrow layer 
of silty, slightly humic, greyish-brown clay which was 
exposed at the junction between the subsoil and the 
upper alluvium (upper surface of the alluvium at c.4.3m 
a.o.d.) The layer was on average 0.25m thick and its 
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upper surface was recorded at a uniform height (c.4.6m 
a. o. d. ) throughout the trench section. The existing 
drainage rhyne forming the field boundary between Fields 
1 and 2 appeared to truncate the layer although the 
layer was not visible within Field 2. The layer (1100) 
was not recorded during archaeological monitoring of a 
subsequent service trench which was excavated in Field 1 
adjacent to the carriageway and c. 3m south of the 02 
rhyne. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from the deposit although its stratigraphic 
position, sealed beneath undisturbed subsoil was 
considered significant. 

7.5.1.3 Context 1200 represented a ditch cut which was recorded 
within Field 1 c.10m west of the eastern boundary rhyne 
with Field 2. The feature appeared to represent a U 
shaped ditch orientated approximately northwest to 
southeast and cut into the upper alluvium. The ditch was 
1.8m wide and cut to a maximum depth of c.1.4m below the 
modern ground surface. It (1200) was recorded in the 02 
drainage rhyne and also in the adjacent service trench 
which was opened c.3m to the south. The ditch cut was 
sealed by layer 1100 (above) and undisturbed subsoil. 
The upper fill of the feature (1201) consisted of a 0.6m 
thick deposit of mixed grey to brown silty clay which 
was texturally similar to the upper alluvium. The 
underlying fill ( 1202) consisted of a 0 .15m thick U 
shaped band of silty grey clay which contained patches 
of black organic silt. Underlying 1202, fill 1203 
consisted of a 0.2m thick deposit of mixed silty grey 
clay and organic material including waterlogged fibrous 
material. A sample of fill 1203 was taken for 
environmental assessment (see appendix 2; sample 10). 
The primary fill of the ditch (1204) consisted of a 
thin deposit of clean silty grey clay. 

7.5.1.4 A modern ceramic land drain, orientated approximately 
north to south, was exposed in the trench section 48m 
west of the existing boundary rhyne. The land drain was 
cut through the subsoil and layer 1100 (above) to a 
depth of 0. 45m below the modern ground surface. No 
other archaeologically significant features or finds 
were observed within the construction trench or easement 
within this land parcel. 

7.5.2 OS ST3616 Field 2 ST352 610 Figures 7 and 13 

7.5.2.1 A group of archaeological ditches were exposed during 
the excavation of the 02 drainage rhyne in this land 
parcel. The section drawings of features recorded within 
Field 2 (figure 13) have been drawn as exposed in the 
angled trench section (angle indicated). 

7.5.2.2 The features recorded in Field 2 were all of a similar 
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nature. They consisted of a series of six ditch cuts 
which were visible as broadly U shaped cuts in the 
trench section. The features appeared to be contemporary 
and to have been cut from roughly the same 
stratigraphic horizon (c.4.6-4.7m a.o.d) although the 
extent to which they may have been subsequently eroded 
could not be determined. All were sealed by the subsoil 
and cut into the upper alluvium. Significantly the 
features were all parallel and orientated approximately 
northwest to southeast, varying slightly in orientation 
to the existing field boundary. The spatial organisation 
of the ditches appeared inconsistent as distances varied 
between each feature. 

7.5.2.3 Context 2100 (figure 13A) represented a ditch cut 
which was exposed c.6.8m west of the eastern boundary 
ditch with Field 3. The cut was recorded in the 02 
drainage rhyne and service trench sections as a broad U 
shape feature sealed by undisturbed subsoil. The ditch 
had an upper width of 2.3m and was cut into the upper 
alluvium to a maximum depth of 0.85m (c.4.23m a.o.d.) 
below the modern ground surface ( 4. 88m a. o. d.) . When 
recorded in the 02 section the cut was filled by a 
single grey silty clay deposit, however, where it was 
exposed in the service trench located 2.5m to the south, 
the cut was slightly deeper and contained two 
discernible fills. The upper fill (2101) consisted of a 
0.3m thick layer of mixed silty grey and brown clay. The 
primary fill (2102) consisted of a 0.2m thick deposit I 
of distinctive mixed black sil ty grey clay which 
conformed to the U shaped profile of the cut. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 

1 the ditch fills. 

7.5.2.4 Context 2200 (figure 13B) represented the cut of a 
linear soil feature which was exposed c.5.2m west of 
cut 2100. The cut was recorded in both the 02 drainage 
rhyne and service trench sections as an asymmetric V 
shaped soil feature sealed by the subsoil. The ditch had 
an upper width of 1. 7m and was cut into the upper 
alluvium to a maximum depth of 0. 7m ( 4. 22m a. o. d.) 
below the modern ground surface, from a level of c.4.66m 
a.o.d. The ditch contained a single homogeneous fill 
( 2201) which consisted of firm sil ty grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fill. 

7.5.2.5 Context 2300 (figure 13C) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed c. 2. 4m west of cut 2200 (above). The 
service trench was not observed in this area of Field 2 
as it was excavated and backfilled outside of normal 
working hours. The ditch cut was recorded in the 
battered 02 drainage rhyne as a broad U shaped soil 
profile sealed by the subsoil. It had an upper width of 
2.8m and was cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum 
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depth of 0.71m (c4.22m a.o.d.) below the modern ground 
surface, and from a level of c.4.64m a.o.d. The ditch 
contained a single fill (2301) which consisted of firm 
clean sil ty grey clay. No archaeological finds were 
recovered from the ditch fill. 

7.5.2.6 Context 2400 (figure 130) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed within the 02 type drainage rhyne c.8.2m 
west of cut 2300 (above). The service trench was not 
observed in this area of Field 2 as it was excavated and 
backfilled outside normal working hours. The ditch cut 
was recorded in profile as a broad U shaped soil 
feature sealed by the subsoil. The feature had an upper 
width of c.3m and cut the upper alluvium to a maximum 
depth of 0.83m (c.4.21m a.o.d.) below the modern ground 
surface. The ditch was cut from a height of c. 4. 7 4m 
a.o.d. and contained a single homogeneous fill (2401) 
which consisted of clean firm sil ty grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fill. 

7.5.2.7 Context 2500 (figure 13E) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed within the 02 drainage rhyne c.9.7m west of 
cut 2400. The service trench was not observed in this 
area of Field 2 as it was excavated and backfilled 
outside of archaeological working hours. The ditch was 
exposed in the battered rhyne section as a steep U 
shaped soil profile, sealed by the subsoil. The ditch 
had an upper width of c.0.9m and cut the upper alluvium 
to a maximum depth of 0.7m (c.4.29m a.o.d) below the 
modern ground surface. The ditch was cut from a height 
of c.4.69m a.o.d. and contained a single fill (2501) 
which consisted of clean firm sil ty grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fill. 

7.5.2.8 Context 2600 (figure 13F) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed within the 02 type drainage rhyne c. 9. 3m 
west of cut 2500 (7.4m east of the existing boundary 
ditch with Field 1). The service trench was not observed 
in this area of Field 2 as it was excavated and 
backfilled outside of archaeological working hours. 
The cut ( 2600) was recorded .Ln the battered drainage 
rhyne section as a broad U shaped soil profile sealed by 
the subsoil. The feature had an upper width of c.2.9m 
and was cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth 
of 0.76m (c.4.29m a.o.d.) below the modern ground 
surface. The ditch was cut from a height of c. 4. 7m 
a.o.d. and contained a single homogeneous fill (2601) 
which consisted of clean sil ty grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fill. 
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7.5.3 OS ST3700 Field 3 ST353 610 

This field contained six surface drainage channels 
orientated approximately northeast to southwest, 
parallel to the existing field boundaries. A further 
linear channel was located 47m west of, and parallel to, 
the eastern field boundary ditch. The feature was 
orientated approximately northwest to southeast and was 
also visible as a soil feature within the carriageway 
drainage culvert (see context 3500 below). 

7. 5. 3. 2 A series of sealed ditches were recorded during the 
excavation of the 01 type drainage rhyne south of the 
carriageway within this field. All the features were 
sealed by the subsoil and aligned parallel, their long 
axes orientated northwest to southeast. 

7.5.3.3 Context 3100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the 01 drainage rhyne c .1. 5m west of the 
existing boundary ditch with Field 4. The cut had a very 
broad U shaped profile, an upper width of 2.8m, and was 
cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.44m 
(c.3.55m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5.02m 
a.o.d.). The ditch (3100) contained a sequence of 
varying clay rich fills. 

The upper fill {3101) consisted of a 0.73m thick deposit 
of mixed grey and brown silty clay. Underlying 3101 was 
fill 3102, a 0.13m thick U shaped lens of very silty 
grey clay containing patches of black organic silt. 
The underlying fill (3302) consisted of a 0.27m thick 
deposit of mixed brown and grey silty clay containing a 
significant amount (c.60%) of organic material including 
some waterlogged root fragments. Context 3104 
represented the primary fill. The deposit was thin 
(0.06m thick) and consisted of mixed silty light grey 
and yellowish brown clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.3.4 Context 3200 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the 01 d rainage rhyne c.8.4m west of cut 3100. 
The ditch cut was recorded in profile as a broad U 
shaped soil feature with an upper width of c.2.1m which 
was cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 
1.1m (c.3.9m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5m 
a.o.d.). The upper fill (3201) consisted of a 0.64m 
thick deposit of mixed grey and brown silty clay. The 
underlying fill ( 3202) consisted of a o .12m thick u 
shaped lens of grey sil ty clay containing patches of 
black organic silt. Context 3203 represented the primary 
fill of the feature. The deposit was thin (0.08m thick) 
and consisted of very silty clean light grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
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any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.3.5 Context 3300 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the 02 drainage rhyne c.8.5m west of cut 3200. 
The ditch cut was recorded in profile as a steep u 
shaped soil feature which was sealed by the subsoil. The 
feature had an upper width of 2.1m and was cut into the 
upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.31m (c.3.65m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.95m a.o.d.). 
The ditch (3300) contained a sequence of varying clay 
fills. 

The upper fill (3301) consisted of a 0.23m thick deposit 
of silty grey clay. Underlying 3301 was context 3302, a 
0.35m thick deposit of silty brown clay which was 
texturally very similar to the upper alluvium. The 
underlying fill ( 3303) consisted of a o .15m thick U 
shaped lens of very silty grey clay containing patches 
of black organic silt. Underlying fill 3303 was 
context 3302 which consisted of a 0.13m thick deposit of 
mixed brown and grey silty clay containing a significant 
amount (c70%) of organic material including waterlogged 
root fragments. The primary fill of the ditch consisted 
of a 0.19m thick deposit of clean silty light grey and 
patches of yellowish brown clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.3.6 Context 3400 (figure 15) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed within the 01 drainage rhyne c.10.3m west of 
cut 3300. The cut was recorded in profile as a broad, 
flat based, U shaped feature. The cut was sealed by the 
subsoil, had an upper width of 2.9m, and was cut into 
the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.28m (3.6m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.88m a.o.d.). 

The upper ditch fill {3401) was c.0.4m thick and 
consisted of silty grey clay whose boundary merged with 
underlying fill 3402. Fill 3402 consisted of a 0.23m 
thick deposit of mixed silty grey to brown clay which 
was texturally very similar to the upper alluvium. 
Underlying fill 3402 was context 3403, a thin {o.oam 
thick) U shaped lens of distinctive very sil ty grey 
clay. Underlying fill 3403 was context 3404 which 
consisted of a 0.11m thick deposit of mixed grey and 
brown sil ty clay which contained a moderate amount 
(c.30%) of waterlogged organic material including 
waterlogged root fragments. A sample of fill 3404 was 
recovered for environmental assessment {see appendix 1; 
sample No. 16). Context 3405 represented the primary 
fill of the ditch. The deposit consisted of a 0.16m 
thick layer of very silty light grey clay containing 
patches of yellowish brown clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 
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7.5.3.7 Context 3500 (Photograph B) represented the cut of a 
linear soil feature which was exposed within the 01 type 
drainage rhyne c.9.4m west of cut 3400 (above). At the 
same location the surface of the field contained a 
visible linear depression and cut 3500 was visible in 
the substrata at the same point as the surface feature 
was cut by the 02 type drainage rhyne. The surface 
depression was broadly U shaped, 2.1m wide and had a 
maximum depth of 0.3m. 

7.5.4 

In section cut 3500 was also U shaped, had an upper 
width of 3.1m and was cut into the upper alluvium to a 
maximum depth of 1.47m (3.37m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface level (4.84m a.o.d). The cut was sealed 
by the subsoil which conformed to the contour of the 
surface depression, and contained a sequence of silty 
clay fills. 

The upper fill (3501) consisted of a deposit (0.19m deep 
x 1.3m wide) of clean silty brown clay which was sealed 
by a layer texturally indistinguishable from the 
subsoil. The underlying fill (3502) consisted of a 0.55m 
thick deposit of mixed grey and brown silty clay which 
was also sealed by the possible subsoil layer on either 
side of 3501 . Context 3503 lay below fill 3502 and 
consisted of a clearly visible lens (0.16m thick) of 
very silty grey clay containing patches of black organic 
rich silt. The primary fill of the feature (3504) 
consisted of a 0.3m thick deposit of light grey silty 
clay which containing patches of yellowish brown clay. 
Context 3505 represented a deposit of rich organic 
material, including waterlogged root fragments, which 
formed a lens within the primary fill (3504) at the base 
of the feature. No archaeologically significant 
artefacts were recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

OS ST5100 Field 4 ST352 611 Figure 7 

I 

I 
7.5.4.1 This land parcel contained two evenly spaced surface 

drainage channels orientated approximately northwest to I 
southeast, parallel to the existing field boundaries . 

7.5.4.2 . A series of three archaeological ditches were recorded 
during the excavation of the 01 drainage rhyne south of 
the carriageway within Field 4. Each feature was sealed 
by the subsoil and appeared to be orientated broadly 
northwest to southeast. 

7. 5. 4. 3 Context 4100 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature which was exposed within the 01 drainage rhyne 
adjacent to the western boundary ditch with Field 5. 
The existing boundary ditch appeared to cut the edge of 
the feature (4100) where their relationship was exposed 
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in the southern 01 section. Cut 4100 had a steep U 
shaped profile and an upper width of 2.2m. The feature 
cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1. 44m 
(3.62m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5.06m 
a.o.d). Cut 4100 contained a sequence of slightly 
different clay rich fills. 

The upper fill (4101) consisted of a 0.65m thick deposit 
of clean silty grey clay. Underlying 4101 was a thin U 
shaped lens (4102) of very silty grey clay containing 
patches of black organic silt. The underlying fill 
(4102) consisted of a 0.13m thick deposit of mixed brown 
and grey silty clay containing a significant amount 
(c . 50%) of rich organic material including waterlogged 
root fragments. The primary fill (4103) consisted of a 
clean 0.3m thick deposit of mixed silty light grey and 
yellowish brown clay . No archaeologically significant 
finds were recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.4.4 Context 4200 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the 01 drainage rhyne c.9.2m west of the 
existing field boundary with Field 5. The cut was 
recorded in profile as a broad U shaped feature with an 
upper width of 2.6m which cut the upper alluvium to a 
maximum depth of 1.16m (3.85m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface level (5.01m a . o.d.). The upper fill 
(4201) consisted of a 0.43m thick deposit of silty grey 
clay. The underlying fill (4202) consisted of a 0.28m 
thick deposit of brown silty clay texturally and visibly 
similar in nature to the upper alluvium. Context 4203 
represented the primary fill of the feature which 
consisted of a 0.19m thick deposit of clean silty light 
grey clay. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.4.5 Context 4300 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the D1 drainage rhyne c.9.8m west of cut 4200. 
The cut was recorded in profile as a steep U shape 
feature with an upper width of 2.3m which cut the upper 
alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.22m (3.75m a.o.d.) 
below the modern ground surface (4.97m a.o.d). Cut 4300 
contained a sequence of clay rich fills. 

The upper fill (4301) consisted of a 0.7m thick deposit 
of clean silty grey clay . Underlying 4301 was context 
4302, a thin U shaped lens of very silty grey clay 
containing patches of black organic silt. The underlying 
fill (4302) consisted of a thin (0.09m) layer of mixed 
brown and grey silty clay which contained a significant 
amount (c . 50%) of organic material including waterlogged 
root fragments. Context 4304 represented the primary 
fill of the ditch which consisted of a thin (0.07m) 
deposit of mixed silty light grey and yellowish brown 
clay. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 
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7.5.5 OS ST5400 Field 5 ST352 611 Figures 7 and 8 

7.5.5.1 This land parcel contained three surface drainage 
channels orientated approximately northeast to I 
southwest, parallel to the existing field boundaries. 

7. 5. 5. 2 Two archaeological ditches were recorded during the 
excavation of the D1 drainage rhyne south of the 
carriageway within this land parcel. Each feature was 
sealed by the subsoil and appeared to be orientated 
northwest to southeast. 

7.5.5.3 Context 5100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the D1 drainage rhyne c.2 . 4m east of the existing 
field boundary with Field 4. The cut was recorded in 
profile as a broad U shaped feature with an upper width 
of 2.6m which cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth 
of 1.12m (3.81m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface 
(4.93m a.o.d.). The upper fill of the feature (5101) 
consisted of a 0.49m thick deposit of silty grey clay. 
The underlying fill (5102) consisted of a 0.13m thick 
deposit of brown silty clay which was texturally very 
similar to the upper alluvium. Context 5103 represented 
the primary fill of the feature. The deposit consisted 
of a 0.24m thick deposit of very silty grey clay which 
contained small patches of black organic silt. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.5.4 Context 5200 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the D1 drainage rhyne c.8.3m east of cut 5100. 
The cut ( 5200) was recorded in profile as a broad U 
shaped feature with an upper width of c.3m which was cut 
into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.17m 
(3.81m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.98m I 
a.o.d). The upper fill (5201) of the feature was 0.53m 
thick and consisted of clean silty grey clay. Underlying 
fill 5201 was a thin (c.0.05m) U shaped lens (5202) of 
very silty grey clay containing patches of black organic 
silt. The underlying fill (5203) consisted of a 0.12m 
thick deposit of brown silty clay which was texturally I 
similar to the upper alluvium. Context 5204 represented 
the primary fill of the feature. The deposit consisted 
of a 0.19m thick layer of clean silty light grey clay. 
No archaeologically significant finds were recovered 
from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.6 OS ST5910 Field 6 ST353 611 Figure 8 

7. 5. 6.1 Three surface drainage channels were visible within 
Field 6. All were orientated approximately northeast to 
southwest, parallel to the existing field boundaries. 
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7.5.6.2 A series of archaeological ditches were recorded within 
Field 6 during the excavation of the service trench to 
the north of the carriageway and during the construction 
of a D1 drainage rhyne and culvert on the south side of 
the carriageway. Each feature was sealed by the subsoil 
and appeared to be orientated broadly northwest to 
southeast. 

7.5.6.3 A single soil feature was observed in profile during 
excavation of the service trench to the north of the 
carriageway. The width of the service trench and the 
speed at which it was backfilled did not allow for 
detailed archaeological recording although the feature 
was photographed and located. 

7.5.6.4 Context 6100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the service trench c.18m west of the existing 
field boundary with Field 7. The ditch was sealed by the 
subsoil and had a broad U shaped profile with an upper 
width of 1. 4m. The feature was cut into the upper 
alluvium to a depth of 1.1m below the modern ground 
surface and contained a single fill (6101) which 
consisted of very silty mixed brown and grey clay. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fill. 

7.5.6.5 Two further linear soil features were also recorded in 
Field 6 during later excavation of the D1 type drainage 
ditch to the south of the carriageway. 

7.5.6.6 Context 6200 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the Dl drainage rhyne c.2.5m west of the existing 
boundary ditch with Field 7 (figure 8). The ditch was 
recorded in profile as a broad U shape feature, sealed 
by the subsoil, with an upper width of 1.8m. It was cut 
into the upper alluvium to a depth of 1.19m ( 3. 7m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.7m a.o.d.). 
The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay rich 
fills (contexts 6201 to 6203 below). 

The upper fill ( 6201) was o. 45m thick and consisted 
predominantly of clean sil ty grey clay mixed with 
smaller amounts (c.20%) of clean brown clay. Underlying 
fill 6201 was context 6202, a o .15m thick u shaped 
deposit of very silty grey clay containing patches of 
very dark grey to black organic silt. The primary fill 
of the feature (6203) consisted of a 0.30m thick deposit 
of sil ty light grey clay which contained patches of 
brown clay and patchy organic silt. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.6.7 Context 6300 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
within the 01 drainage rhyne c.4.6m west of cut 6200. 
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7.5.7 

7.5.7.1 

The feature had a broad u shaped profile which was 
sealed by the subsoil. The ditch had an upper width of 
1.78m and was cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum 
depth of 1.04m below the modern ground surface (4.72m 
a.o.d.). The base of the cut was 1.2m wide and almost 
flat. The upper fill of the feature (6301) consisted of 
a thick (0.56m) deposit of silty light grey clay. The 
primary fill (6302) was 0.22m thick and consisted of 
very silty light grey clay which contained patches of 
brown silty clay texturally similar to the upper 
alluvium. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

OS ST6817 Field 7 ST354 612 Fiqure 9 and 14 

Three evenly spaced and shallow surface drainage 
channels were visible within this land parcel. All were 
orientated approximately from east to west, parallel to 
existing field boundary rhynes. 

7. 5. 7. 2 A series of archaeological ditches were recorded in 
Field 7 during the excavation of the service trench and 
during the construction of the D1 drainage rhyne and 
culvert south of the carriageway. All of the features 
were sealed by the subsoil and aligned parallel, 
orientated broadly northwest to southeast. 

7.5.7.3 Three soil features were observed in profile during the 
excavation of the service trench. Although the width of 
the trench and the speed at which it was backfilled did 
not allow for detailed archaeological recording each 
feature was photographed and located. 

7. 5. 7. 4 Context 7200 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature which was exposed within the service trench 
c. 52m west of the existing field boundary separating 
Fields 7 and 8. The feature was broadly U shaped in 
section and was sealed by the subsoil. The upper width 
of the feature measured 1.4m and it was cut into the 
upper alluvium to a depth of >1.1m below the modern 
ground surface since the base of the cut appeared to 
extend beyond the depth of the service trench at this 
location. cut 7200 contained a sequence of varying clay 
rich fills (contexts 7201 to 7206). 

The upper fill (7201) was 0.30m thick and consisted of a 
deposit of clean sil ty grey clay mixed with lesser 
amounts (c.20%) of brown clay. Underlying 7201 was fill 
7202. The deposit was 0.35m thick and consisted of 
mixed grey and brown clay which was texturally similar 
to the upper alluvium. Fill 7203 underlay deposit 7202 
and consisted of a distinctive, 0.1m thick, U shaped 
lens of very silty grey clay which in turn was underlain 
by a thin (0.06m) deposit (7204) of black organic rich 
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silt. Underlying fill 7204 was context 7205. The deposit 
consisted of a 0.2m thick layer of mixed silty grey clay 
and waterlogged organic material containing root 
fragments. Context 7206 lay below fill 7205 and 
consisted of a layer of clean light grey silty clay. The 
deposit appeared to represent the primary fill of cut 
7200 although that relationship was not exposed within 
the trench. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.7.5 Context 7300 represented the cut of a soil feature which 
was exposed in the service trench in Field 7, c.10m west 
of cut 7200. It was not possible to record the precise 
nature of this feature due to site conditions {the 
trench was excavated and partially backfilled during the 
weekend) although it was possible to record the upper 
o. 2m of the feature which remained visible in the 
service trench section after partial backfilling. The 
cut appeared to have a broad U shaped profile and was 
sealed by the subsoil. The upper, and only visible fill 
{7301) was 1.48m wide and consisted of a clean silty 
clay deposit. Although the limited width {0.7m) of the 
service trench made it difficult to assess the precise 
orientation of the cut, the feature was visible in both 
sides of the trench and appeared to be orientated 
roughly northwest to southeast. 

7.5.7.6 Context 7400 represented the cut a linear soil feature 
which was exposed within the service trench c.10.3m west 
of cut 7300. Similarly it was not possible to record 
the precise nature of the feature as this section of the 
service trench was excavated and partially backfilled at 
the weekend without archaeological observation. It was 
possible to record the upper 0.25m of the feature which 
remained visible in the service trench section. The cut 
appeared to be broadly U shaped and had an upper width 
of 1.7m. The upper fill {7401) was sealed by the subsoil 
and consisted of a clean silty clay deposit. The limited 
width of the service trench made it difficult to 
determine the precise orientation of the cut although 
the feature was visible in both sides of the trench and 
appeared to be orientated roughly northwest to 
southeast. 

7.5.7.7 Later excavation of the 01 type drainage ditch along the 
southern side of the carriageway in Field 7 revealed 
five ditches which appeared to represent further 
exposures of the features recorded in the service trench 
to the north of the carriageway {contexts 7300 and 7400 
above). 

7.5.7.8 Context 7500 represented a ditch cut which was 
exposed within the 01 drainage rhyne c.13.3m west of the 
existing boundary rhyne which separated Fields 7 and 8 
{figure 9). The cut was sealed by the subsoil and had an 
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7.5.7.9 

upper width of 2 .1m. In section the feature had a 
broad U shaped profile which was cut into the upper 
alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.23m (3.6m a.o.d.) below 
the modern ground surface (4.83m a.o.d.). Cut 7500 
contained a sequence of slightly different clay rich 
fills (7501 to 7506) . 

The upper fill (7501) was 0.32m thick and consisted of a 
mixed deposit of silty grey and brown clay. Underlying 
7501 was context 7502, a 0. 24m thick layer of clean 
silty grey clay which was in turn underlain by context 
7503, a 0.14m thick deposit of brown clay which was 
texturally very similar to the upper alluvium. 

Context 7504 consisted of a thin (0.06m) but distinctive 
U shaped lens of very silty dark grey c lay. Underlying 
7504 was context 7505 which represented a 0.1m thick 
deposit of mixed silty grey clay and organic material 
including some waterlogged root fragments. The primary 
fill of the feature (7506) consisted of a 0.13m thick 
deposit of light grey silty clay which contained a 
significant number of snail shell fragmeftts. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the ditch fills . 

Context 7100 (figure 14, section B and Photograph C) 
represented a substantial ditch cut which was initially 
exposed during the excavation of a drainage culvert 
across the carriageway which was later connected to the 
Dl drainage rhyne. The feature was more substantially 
exposed on the southern side of the carriageway within 
the D1 drainage channel c. 28. 4m west of the existing 
boundary with Field 8. The ditch (7100) was recorded in 
profile as a broad U s hape feature with an upper width 
of 3 . 3m which was cut into the upper alluvium to a 
maximum depth of 1.5m (3.4m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface (4.86m a.o.d . ). cut 7100 contained a 
complex sequence of varying clay rich fills (contexts 
7101 to 7106). 

The upper fill (7101) of the feature extended over the 
top of the ditch cut and consisted of a clean dark grey 
silty clay. Below deposit 7101 was a layer of mixed and 
slightly silty light brown and grey clay (7102) . Fill 
7103 represented a distinctive thin layer of silty grey 
clay which contained patches of black organic silt near 
the base. Context 7104 was wedge shaped and consisted 
of a deposit of grey clay which contained a significant 
amount of organic material including waterlogged root 
fragments. The underlying fill (7105) consisted of a 
deposit of dark and silty· grey clay. 

Context 7106 appeared to represent the primary fill of 
the ditch. The deposit appeared to have been eroded 
prior to the deposition of fill 7105 (above) and 
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consisted of wedge shaped deposits of mixed brown and 
grey clay which were slightly better consolidated than 
the later ditch fills. The junction between fill 7106 
and the upper alluvium was very difficult to ascertain 
as both were texturally very similar. No 
archaeologically significant finds were recovered from 
the fills of ditch 7100. 

7.5.7.10 Context 7600 represented a substantial ditch cut which 
was exposed in the 01 drainage rhyne c.28.8m west of cut 
7100. The feature appeared to represent a continuation 
of ditch 7300 which was exposed within the service 
trench to the north of the carriageway. The ditch cut 
was sealed by the subsoil and had an upper width of 
2. 9m. In section the feature had a broad U shaped 
profile which was cut into the upper alluvium to a depth 
of 1.3m (3.6m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface 
(4.88m a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of clay 
rich fills (contexts 7601 to 7605 below). 

• 
Context 7601 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0. 52m thick deposit of mixed 
silty grey and brown clay. Underlying 7601 was context 
7602 which consisted of a 0.25m thick deposit of silty 
brown clay, texturally very similar to the upper 
alluvium. context 7603 lay below 7602 and consisted of 
a distinctive thin (0.07m) U shaped lens of very silty 
grey clay which contained patches of black organic silt. 
Underlying 7603 was context 7604, a small (0.05m deep X 
0.20m wide) patch of mixed silty grey clay and organic 
rich material including waterlogged root fragments. The 
primary fill (7605) of ditch 7600 consisted of a 0.25m 
thick deposit of clean and mixed silty light grey and 
yellowish brown clay. No archaeologically significant 
finds were recovered from the fills of ditch 7600. 

7.5.7.11 Context 7700 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c.13m west of cut 7600 (above). 
The feature appeared to represent a continuation of 
ditch 7400 which was recorded within the service trench 
to the north of the carriageway. The ditch cut (7700) 
was sealed by the subsoil and had an upper width of 
2. 2m. It was exposed in section as a broad U shaped 
feature which cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth 
of 1.2m (c.3.6m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface 
(4.83m a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of clay 
rich fills (contexts 7701 to 7704 below) although no 
archaeological artefacts were recovered from them. 

The upper ditch fill (7701) consisted of a 0.45m thick 
deposit of mixed silty grey and brown clay. Underlying 
7701 was context 7702, a 0.2m thick layer of silty brown 
clay texturally indistinguishable from the upper 
alluvium. Underlying 8702 was context 8703 which 
consisted of a thin ( 0. 08m) but distinctive U shaped 

25 



I 
I 

lens of very silty grey clay containing patches of black 
organic silt. The primary fill of the ditch (context 
7704) was represented by a clean 0.22m thick deposit of 
very silty light grey clay. 

7.5 . 7.12 Context 7800 (Photograph D) represented the cut of a 
substantial ditch which was exposed in the 01 drainage 
rhyne c .12m east of the existing field boundary with 
Field 6. The ditch cut was sealed by the subsoil and had 
an upper width of c.2.6m . The feature was recorded in 
oblique section where it had a narrow and asymmetric U 
shaped profile which was cut into the upper alluvium to 
a maximum depth of c . 1 . 3m below the modern ground 
surface (4.84m a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence 
of clay rich fills (7801 to 7805 below) although no 
archaeological dating evidence was recovered from any of 
the fills. 

Context 7801 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0 . 43m thick deposit of clean very 
silty grey clay. Underlying 7801 was context 7802, a 
0.2m thick layer of clean mixed silty grey and brown 
clay. Subsequent fill 7803 consisted of a thin (0.08m) 
but distinctive U shaped lens of very silty grey clay 
which contained patches of black organic rich sil ty 
clay. Underlying 7803 was fill 7804 which consisted of a 
thin mixed deposit of silty grey clay and organic rich 
material which appeared to include fragments of 
waterlogged root- like material. The primary fill of the 
ditch (context 7805) consisted of a 0.18m thick deposit 
of clean light grey silty clay. 

7.5.7.13 Context 7900 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c.2m east of the existing field 
boundary with Field 6. The cut was sealed by the subsoil 
and had an upper width of 1. 6m. It was recorded in 
profile as a broad U shaped soil feature cutting the 
upper alluvium to a depth of 1.04m (3.72m a.o . d.) below 
the modern ground surface (4.76m a.o.d.). No 
archaeological artefacts were recovered from any of the 
fills. 

Context 7901 represented the upper fill of feature 7900. 
The deposit was 0.34m thick and consisted of mixed clean 
silty grey and brown clay. Underlying 7901 was context 
7902, a 0.18m thick layer of silty greyish brown clay 
texturally similar nature to the upper alluvium. 
Underlying context 7903 represented a thin (0.07m) but 
distinctive U shaped lens of very silty grey clay which 
contained patches of very dark grey to black organic 
silt. The primary fill of the feature (7904) consisted 
of a 0.2m thick deposit of clean light grey silty clay. 
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7.5.8 OS ST7825 Field 8 ST357 614 Figure 9, 

7.5.8.1 The surface of this land parcel contained a series of 
evenly spaced shallow drainage furrows, orientated 
approximately northeast to southwest, parallel to 
existing field boundaries. 

7.5.8.2 A series of archaeological ditches were recorded during 
the excavation of the service trench to the north of the 
carriageway and the 01 drainage rhyne to the south of 
the carriageway within this land parcel (Photograph E). 
All of the ditches was sealed by the subsoil and 
appeared to be orientated, parallel, northwest to 
southeast. 

7.5.8.3 Four features were observed in profile within the 
northern service trench (Photograph E) although the 
width of the trench and the speed at which it was 
backfilled did not allow for detailed archaeological 
recording. Each feature was however photographed and 
accurately located in relation to the existing field 
boundaries. 

7. 5. 8. 4 Context 8100 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature exposed within the service trench c.20m west of 
the existing boundary ditch which separated Fields 8 
and 9 (figure 9). It was recorded in profile as a broad 
U shaped cut sealed by the subsoil with an upper width 
of 1.4m. The feature cut the upper alluvium to a depth 
of 0. 9m below the modern ground surface. The single 
fill (8101) consisted of a clean silty grey clay and 
contained a single body sherd of Romano-Bri tish grey 
ware. A sample of the fill was recovered for 
environmental assessment (see appendix 2; sample 12). 

7. 5. 8. 5 Context 8200 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature exposed within the service trench c.60m east of 
the western boundary separating Fields 8 and 9. The cut 
was recorded in section as a broad U shaped feature with 
an upper width of 1.75m which cut the upper alluvium to 
beyond a depth of 0.9m below the modern ground surface. 
Cut 8200 contained a sequence of contrasting fills. 

The upper fill (8201) was 0.6m thick and consisted of a 
layer of mixed clean silty grey and brown clay. 
Underlying 8201 was a thin (0.06m) layer of very silty 
and plastic grey clay (8202). Below 8202 was context 
8203 which consisted of a thin ( 0. 09m) and mixed 
deposit of distinctive black silt and grey clay. 
Underlying 8203 was context 8204 which consisted of a 
mixed deposit of dark greyish brown fibrous organic rich 
material and grey silty clay. This deposit was less well 
consolidated than the later fills (above). Due to the 
limited depth of trench excavation it was not possible 
to view the full extent of fill 8204 or to determine 
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whether it represented the primary fill of feature 8200. 

7.5.8.6 Feature 8300 represented a linear soil feature, 
probably a ditch, which was exposed within the service 
c. 20m east of the existing field boundary separating 
Fields 7 and 8. The feature was visible in the service 
trench section as a broad U shaped cut with an upper 
width of 1.8m although the full depth of the cut was not 
recorded as it appeared to extend beyond the base of the 
trench, which was excavated to a maximum depth of 1m 
below the modern ground surface. The upper and only 
visible fill ( 8301) was sealed by the subsoil and 
consisted of a clean silty grey clay . No archaeological 
finds were recovered from fill 8301. 

7. 5. 8. 7 Context 8400 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature, probably a ditch, which was exposed within the 
service trench c.10m east of the existing field 
boundary with Field 7. The feature was recorded in 
profile as a broad U shaped cut with an upper width of 
1.52m. The full extent of the cut was not recorded as it 
appeared to extend beyond the base of the service trench 
(>1.25m below the modern ground surface). Four fills 
were recorded (8401-8404 below). 

The upper fill ( 8401) was sealed by the subsoil and 
consisted of a 0.55m thick deposit of clean silty grey 
clay. Underlying 8401 was context 8402, a 0.3m thick 
deposit of mixed silty grey and brown clay , texturally 
very similar to the upper alluvium. Underlying 8402 was 
context 8403 a thin (0.09m) band of distinctive very 
dark grey to grey silty grey. Below fill 8403 was 
context 8404 which consisted of a 0.3m deep deposit of 
mixed fibrous organic rich material and silty grey clay. 
Due to the limited depth of the service trench it was 
not possible to record the full extent of fill 8404 or 
to assess for the presence of any earlier deposits. No 
archaeological finds were recovered from feature 8400. 

7. 5. 8. 8 During subsequent excava.tion of the D1 type drainage 
ditch to the south of the carriageway in Field 8 (which 
extended into Field 36) a series of seven ditches were 
exposed and recorded (Photograph E). Three of the 
ditches (including feature 36100) appeared to represent 
a continuation of the features which had previously been 
identified in the northern service trench (see figure 
9). 

7. 5. 8. 9 Context 8500 (Photograph F) represented a ditch cut 
exposed in the D1 drainage rhyne c .1lm east of the 
existing field boundary with Field 7. The ditch cut was 
sealed by the subsoil and had an upper width of 1.4m. It 
was recorded in profile as a uniform U shaped feature 
which cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.25m 
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(3.68m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.93m 
a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay 
rich fills (contexts 8501 to 8506 below). 

The upper ditch fill (8501) consisted of a 0.43m thick 
deposit of clean mixed sil ty grey and brown clay. 
Underlying 8501 was context 8502, a 0.14m thick deposit 
of sil ty grey clay which was in turn underlain by 
context 8503, a 0.16m thick deposit of mixed very silty 
grey and brown clay. Below fill 8503 was fill 8504 which 
consisted of a thin (0.04m) but distinctive u shaped 
lens of very dark, silty grey clay. The primary ditch 
fill (8506) consisted of a 0.23m thick deposit of silty 
light grey clay which contained a significant number of 
shell fragments. Context 8505 represented a thin (0.05m) 
lens of mixed silty grey clay and organic rich 
material, including waterlogged root fragments, which 
was present within 8505. A sample of deposit 8505 was 
taken for environmental assessment (see appendix 2: 
sample 15). No archaeological finds or other dating 
evidence was recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7. 5. 8.10 Context 8600 represented a substantial ditch cut 
which was exposed within the 01 drainage rhyne c.9.7m 
northeast of cut 8500 (above). The ditch cut was sealed 
by the subsoil and had an upper width of 2.6m. It was 
recorded in profile as a broad u shaped feature which 
cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1. 57m 
(3.35m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (4.92m 
a.o.d.). Ditch 8600 contained a sequence of varying clay 
rich fills (contexts 8601 to 8606 below) although no 
archaeological finds were recovered. 

The upper ditch fill (8601) consisted of a 0.7m thick 
deposit of mixed grey and brown silty clay. Fill 8602 
represented a 0.12m thick deposit of silty grey clay, 
which in turn was underlain by fill 8603, a 0.19m thick 
deposit of mixed very silty grey and brown clay. 
Underlying fill 8604 consisted of a distinctive, thin 
(0.07m) U shaped lens of very silty grey clay which 
contained patches of black organic rich silt. The 
primary ditch fill (8606) was c.0.5m thick and consisted 
of clean silty light grey clay which contained a 
significant number of very small shell fragments. 
Context 8606 contained a lens of organic rich grey silty 
clay which contained fragments of waterlogged fibrous 
organic material. 

7.5.8.11 Context 8700 represented a ditch which was exposed in 
the 01 drainage rhyne 7.8m east of cut 8600 (above). The 
ditch cut was sealed by the subsoil and had an upper 
width of 1.4m. It was recorded in profile as a narrow U 
shaped soil feature which cut the upper alluvium to a 
depth of 1.29m below the modern ground surface (4.96m 
a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay 
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rich fills (contexts 8701 to 8706 below). 

Context 8701 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0.35m thick layer of mixed silty 
grey and brown clay. Underlying 8701 was context 8702, a 
0.1m thick deposit of silty grey clay which was in turn 
underlain by context 8703 a 0.12m thick deposit of mixed 
very silty grey and brown clay. Fill 8704 consisted of a 
thin (0 .05m ) but distinctive U shaped lens of very silty 

grey clay containing patches of black organic silt. The 
primary ditch fill (8706) consisted of a 0.42m thick 
deposit of very silty clean light grey clay. The primary 
fill also contained a o .12m thick U shaped lens of 
mixed sil ty grey and brown clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.8.12 Context 8800 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c. 9 .1m east of cut 8700 
(above). The cut was sealed by the subsoil and had an 
upper width of c. 2 . 6m. The feature was recorded in 
profile as a broad U shaped soil feature which cut the 
upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1. 57m ( 3. 43m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5m a.o.d.). 
The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay rich 
fills (contexts 8801 to 8806 below). 

Context 8801 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0.3m thick layer of mixed silty 
grey and brown clay . Underlying 8801 was fill 8802, a 
0.12m thick deposit of silty grey clay. This was 
underlain by context 8803, a 0. 28m thick deposit of I 
mixed very silty grey and brown clay which was 
texturally very similar to the upper alluvium. 
Underlying fill 8804 consisted of a thin (0.07m) but 
distinctive U shaped lens of very sil ty grey clay 
containing patches of black organic silt. Underlying 
fill 8805 consisted of a 0.10m thick deposit of mixed 
silt y grey clay which contained significant quantities 
of waterlogged organic material including root-like 
fragments. The primary ditch fill (8806) consisted of a 
0.33m thick deposit of light grey clean silty clay. No 
archaeological dating evidence was recovered from any of 
the ditch fills. 

7. 5. 8.13 Context 8900 represented a ditch cut which was 
exposed in the 01 drainage rhyne c.10m east of cut 8800 
(above). The cut was sealed by the subsoil and had an 
upper width of c.1.4m. It was recorded in profile as a 
narrow U shaped feature which cut the upper alluvium to 
a maximum depth of 1.44m (3.52m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface (4.96m a.o.d.). The feature contained a 
sequence of varying clay rich fills (contexts 8901 to 
8906 below). 
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Context 8901 represented the upper fill of the feature. 
The deposit consisted of a 0.5m thick layer of mixed 
silty grey and brown clay. Underlying fill 8902 was thin 
(0.08m) and consisted of a layer of clean silty grey 
clay. Fill 8902 was underlain by context 8903, a 0.12m 
thick deposit of mixed very silty grey and brown clay 
which was texturally very similar to the upper alluvium. 
Fill 8904 consisted of a distinctive, 0.08m thick, U 
shaped lens of mixed organic rich silt and grey clay. 
Underlying fill 8905 consisted of a thin lens (0.06m 
thick x o. 09m wide) of mixed sil ty grey clay and 
waterlogged organic material including root-like 
fragments. 

The primary fill of the feature (8906) consisted of a 
0.34m thick deposit of clean light grey silty clay. A 
significant number of large animal bones (horsejcow) 
were recovered from the deposit although no other 
archaeological material was present. 

7.5.8.14 Context 81000 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c.8.9m east of cut 8900 
(above). The ditch cut was sealed by the subsoil and had 
an upper width of c.2.9m. The feature was recorded in 
section as a broad U shaped soil feature which was cut 
into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1. 56m 
(3.48m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5.04m 
a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay 
rich fills (contexts 81001 to 81005). 

Context 81001 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a c.0.6m thick layer of mixed silty 
grey and brown clay. Underlying fill 81002 was 0.30m 
thick and consisted of mixed brown and grey silty clay, 
significantly darker in colour and more friable than 
81001. Underlying fill 81002 was context 81003 which 
consisted of a thin (0.08m) but distinctive lens of 
mixed organic and grey silt. Fill 81005 consisted of a 
0.10m thick and 0.4m wide deposit of mixed silty grey 
clay and waterlogged organic rich material including 
fragments of root-like material. The primary ditch fill 
consisted of a 0.3m thick deposit of clean and plastic 
light grey silty clay. No archeological artefacts were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.8.15 Context 81100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c .10. 3m east of cut 81000 
(above). The ditch cut was sealed by the subsoil and had 
an upper width of c.1.7m. The feature was recorded in 
section and had a narrow U shaped profile which cut the 
upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.17m ( 3. 92m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5.09m a.o.d.). 
The cut contained a sequence of varying clay rich fills 
(contexts 81101 to 81104 below). 
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7.5.9 

Context 81101 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0.55m thick layer of mixed silty 
grey and brown clay. Underlying fill 81102 consisted of 
a 0.12m thick deposit of clean and mixed silty grey and 
brown clay which was texturally very similar to the 
upper alluvium. Below fill 81102 was context 81103 which 
consisted of a distinctive thin (0.05m) V shaped lens of 
mixed black organic rich silt and grey clay. The primary 
ditch fill consisted of a 0 .18m thick and plastic 
deposit of clean light grey silty clay. 

OS ST8714 Field 38 ST358 613 Figure 9 

7.5.9.1 The northern edge of this land parcel was affected by 
the excavation of the 01 type drainage rhyne on the 
southern side of the carriageway. Archaeological 
monitoring was undertaken during the excavation although 
no archaeologically significant finds or features were 
recorded. 

7.5.10 OS ST0009 Field 37 ST358 614 Figure 9 

7.5.10.1 A wide surface drainage channel was visible within Field 
36. The channel was located c.75m east of the existing 
field boundary with Field 38. The channel was originally 
misinterpreted as a field boundary, resulting in the 
allocation of Field number 7 to the western part of 
Field 36. The northern edge of Field 37 was affected by 
the 01 type drainage rhyne to the south of the 
carriageway. Archaeological monitoring was undertaken 
during the excavation although no archaeologically 
significant finds or features were recorded. 

7.5.11 OS ST0009 Field 36 ST359 614 Figure 9 

7.5.11.1 A linear archaeological soil feature was recorded during 
the excavation of the 01 type drainage rhyne to the 
south of the carriageway within this land parcel. 

7.5.11.2 Context 36100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the 01 drainage rhyne c.8m west of the eastern field 
boundary with Field 34. The ditch cut was sealed by the 
subsoil and had an upper width of c.1.9m. It was 
recorded in profile as a broad V shaped soil feature 
which cut the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.5m 
(3.57m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface (5.07m 
a.o.d.). The ditch contained a sequence of varying clay 
rich fills (contexts 36101 to 36104 below). 

Context 36101 represented the upper ditch fill. The 
deposit consisted of a 0.6m thick layer of silty grey 

32 



7.5.12 

clay. Underlying fill 36102 was 0.30m thick and 
consisted of a mixed deposit of organic rich silt and 
grey clay. Underlying 36102 was fill 36103; the deposit 
was 0.2m thick and c.0.5m wide and consisted of mixed 
silty grey clay and black organic rich material 
including fragments of waterlogged root-like material. 
The primary ditch fill (36104) was 0.3m thick and 
consisted of clean and plastic light grey silty clay. A 
significant number of very small shell fragments were 
present within the deposit. A sample of the primary fill 
was recovered for environmental assessment (see appendix 
1; sample 17). No archaeological artefacts were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

OS ST0024 Field 34 ST359 614 Figure 6 

7.5.12.1 The northern edge of this land parcel was affected by 
the excavation of the 01 type drainage rhyne to the 
south of the carriageway. Archaeological monitoring was 
undertaken during the excavation although no 
archaeologically significant finds or features were 
recorded. 

7.5.13 OS ST0038 Field 9 ST358 615 Figure 10 

7.5.13.1 Earth moving activity within this land parcel was 
limited to excavation of a narrow service trench 
parallel to the northern edge of the carriageway. 

7. 5.13. 2 Context 9100 represented the cut of a linear 
archaeological soil feature which was exposed within the 
service trench c.15 .1m southwest of the existing field 
boundary with Field 10. The cut was exposed in section 
as a broad U shaped feature with an upper width of 1.52m 
which was sealed by the subsoil. Although access was 
difficult the feature appeared to cut the upper alluvium 
to a depth of c.1.25m below the modern ground surface. 
The feature contained a single fill ( 9101) which 
consisted primarily of clean grey silty clay and patches 
of brown sil ty clay texturally similar to the upper 
alluvium. The cut was visible in both sections of the 
service trench and appeared to be orientated 
approximately northwest to southeast. 

7.5.14 OS ST0049 Field 10 ST361 614 Figure 10 

7.5.14.1 The surface of this field contained four shallow 
drainage furrows orientated approximately northwest to 
southeast, parallel to the existing field boundaries and 
c.11m apart. 

7.5.14.2 A section of 02 type drainage rhyne had been excavated 
parallel to the northern edge of the carriageway in the 
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7.5.15 

field prior to the commencement of this archaeological 
watching brief. No archaeologically significant features 
were exposed within the exposed rhyne section. Later 
construction of a service trench c.2m south of the 02 
drainage rhyne was not archaeologically monitored as it 
was excavated and backfilled outside of archaeological 
working hours. 

OS ST0950 Field 11 ST362 615 Figures 10 and 13 

7. 5 .15 .1 This field contained two surface drainage furrows 
orientated northwest to southeast, parallel to the 
existing boundary ditches, and c.0.5m deep. 

7.5.15.2 A 02 type drainage rhyne had been excavated parallel to 
the northern edge of the carriageway in this land parcel 
prior to the commencement of this archaeological 
watching brief. The topsoil and subsoil layers were 
exposed in vertical section above the angled trench 
section. Four archaeologically significant soil features 
were exposed in the 02 drainage rhyne (figure 13). The 
features comprised three V shaped ditches and an 
anomalous clay lens. The subsequent excavation of a 
narrow service trench c. 2m to the south of the 02 
drainage rhyne provided a further opportunity to observe 
and photograph the same features in a vertical section. 

7.5.15.3 Approximately 12.5m east of the existing field boundary 
separating Fields 9 and 10 a lens of very silty dark 
grey clay (11101) was exposed within the northern face 
of the 02 type trench (figure 13; section J). The layer 
appeared to fill a shallow cut ( 11000) in the upper 
alluvium and was visible for a distance of c.9.5m. Where 
exposed it had a maximum thickness of 0 .13m. The 
feature was sealed within the upper alluvium layer (300) 
c.0.45m (c.4.85m a.o.d.) below the modern ground 
surface. Beneath layer 11101 was a thin ( <0.05m) lens of 
very dark grey clay layer (estimated organic silt 
content of c.70%). The character of the archaeological 
feature defined by cut 11100 could not be determined 
with certainty due to the limited nature of the exposure 
although it is possible it represented an occupation 
layer. No archaeological dating evidence or other 
significant artefacts were recovered from the feature. 

7.5.15.4 Context 11200 (figure 13, section G) represented a ditch 
cut which was exposed c. 30. 6m to the east of the 
existing field boundary separating Fields 10 and 11. 
The feature was recorded in section where it had a broad 
U shaped profile with an upper width of c.3m. The cut 
was sealed by a layer of upper alluvium at a depth of 
c.0.45m (c.4.8m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface. 
It was not possible to record the full depth of the 
ditch cut {>0.72m) due to the water level in the rhyne. 
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Similarly only the upper fill (11201) was visible above 
the water line. The fill consisted of a clean silty grey 
clay. The feature was also recorded in the adjacent 
service trench where a sequence of three fills were 
revealed. A sample of the lower fill (appendix 2: sample 
13) was recovered for environmental assessment. No 
archaeological finds were recovered from the feature. 

7.5.15.5 Context 11300 (figure 13; section H) represented the cut 
of a narrow ditch which was exposed c.31m east of cut 
11200 (above). It was recorded in a battered section as 
a shallow V shaped feature with an upper width of elm 
which tapered to a maximum depth of 0. 25m. The cut was 
sealed by the upper alluvium at a depth of 0.5m (c.4.85m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface and cut to 4.6m 
a.o.d. The upper fill (11301) consisted of clean silty 
grey clay which overlay a very dark grey silty clay 
( 11302). No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from either of the fills. 

7.5.15.6 Context 11400 (figure 13, section I) represented a ditch 
cut which was exposed in the 02 drainage rhyne c.8.5m 
east of cut 11300 (above) and 6.5m to the west of the 
existing boundary with Field 13. The feature was 
recorded in section as a V shaped soil feature with an 
upper width of 1.65m. The cut was sealed by a layer of 
upper alluvium at a depth of c.0.5m (c.4.8m a.o.d.) 
below the modern ground surface and cut to a maximum 
depth of c.4.52m a.o.d. 

The feature appeared to contain two fills although the 
full extent of the cut was not visible as it extended 
slightly below the water level in the rhyne. The upper 
fill (11401) consisted of a clean silty grey clay which 
was underlain by a darker organic rich sil ty clay 
deposit (11402). The latter appeared to represent the 
primary fill of the feature although this was not 
demonstrated with certainty. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from either of the 
ditch fills. 

7. 5.15. 7 On the basis of their similar orientation and 
stratigraphic position (significantly, sealed beneath a 
layer of upper alluvium) the three ditches and the 
layer recorded within Field 11 appeared to represent a 
group of contemporary archaeological features which may 
have related to a different phase of archaeological 
activity in the area. 

The features in Field 11 were sealed by an 
accumulation of upper alluvium, which was not the case 
for the majority of the subterranean features recorded 
elsewhere within Stage Vc. The reason for the alluvium 
overlying the archaeological features at this point was 
not clear from field observations and is discussed 

35 



below (section 8). 

7.5.16 OS ST0031 Field 12 ST362 614 Figures 10 and 14 

7.5.16.1 A series of archaeological ditches were exposed during 
the excavation of the 01 type drainage rhyne to the 
south of the carriageway in this land parcel. 

7.5.16.2 Context 12200 (figure 14; section A: Photograph L) 
represented a broad soil feature, possibly a ditch, 
which was exposed in the 01 drainage rhyne c.31.2m west 
of the existing northeastern boundary of Field 12, and 
c.29.5m to the east of cut 12100 (below). The feature 
was defined by a broad and shallow U shaped cut which 
was exposed in section either side of the rhyne 
excavation and which appeared to be orientated 
approximately northeast to southwest. In section the 
feature was c.3.6m wide although it is possible it had 
been cut obliquely by the rhyne excavation and its true 
width may therefore have been narrower. The feature cut 
the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.15m (3.95m 
a. o. d. ) .below the modern ground surface ( 5 .1m a. o. d. ) 
and was cut from c. 4.7m a.o.d. It contained a sequence 
of clay rich fills (contexts 12201 to 12203 below). 

The upper fill (12201) of the ditch was sealed by the 
subsoil layer and consisted of mixed layer of grey and 
brown sil ty clay. Underlying 12201 the primary fill 
( 12203) consisted of very sil ty pale grey clay which 
contained a large number of small shell fragments. Fill 
12202 represented a lens of mixed grey clay and organic 
rich silt within the primary fill. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.16.3 Context 12100 (figure 10) represented a ditch cut which 
was exposed within the 01 type drainage rhyne c.29.5m 
west of cut 12200. It was not possible to record the 
precise orientation of the cut as it was only visible in 
the northern section of the rhyne. Based upon its 
uniform U shaped profile the feature did not appear to 
have been cut obliquely by the 01 rhyne. It therefore 
appeared most likely to have been orientated from 
northwest to southeast. The cut was sealed by the 
subsoil and recorded in profile as a broad U shaped 
feature with an upper width of c.1.25m which cut the 
upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.4m (3.82m a.o.d.) 
below the modern ground surface ( 5. 07m a. o. d. ) . It I 
contained a sequence of varying clay rich fills 
(contexts 12101 to 12103). 

The upper fill (12101) was 0.85m thick and consisted of 
a layer of clean silty grey clay. Underlying fill 12102 
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consisted of a thin (c.0.1m) but clearly discernible u 
shaped lens of dark organic rich silt and silty grey 
clay. The primary fill of the feature (12103) consisted 
of a 0.2m thick deposit of clean light grey silty clay. 
No archaeologically significant finds were recovered 
from any of the fills. 

7. 5.16. 4 Context 12300 (figure 14, section C) represented a 
ditch cut which was exposed within the 01 drainage rhyne 
c.5m southwest of cut 12100. The ditch cut was visible 
on each side of the rhyne excavation and appeared to be 
orientated approximately northwest to southeast. The 
feature was recorded in section where it was exposed as 
a broad U shaped soil feature. The ditch cut was sealed 
by the subsoil, had an upper width of c.1.9m, and was 
cut into the upper alluvium from 4.74m a.o.d to a 
maximum depth of c.1.25m (3.81m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface (5.06m a.o.d.). It contained a sequence 
of varying clay rich fills. 

The upper fill (12301) consisted of mixed grey and brown 
clay which was texturally very similar to the upper 
alluvium. Underlying fill 12302 represented a narrow 
band of very sil ty grey clay which blended into an 
underlying V shaped deposit (12303). Fill 12303 
comprised less sil ty clean grey clay. Fill 12304 
represented an indistinct deposit of mixed grey and 
brown silty clay. The primary fill (12305) consisted of 
very silty clean grey clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.16.5 Context 12400 (figure 14; section D and Photograph G) 
represented a ditch cut which was exposed within the 01 
drainage rhyne c. 32m west of cut 12300. The cut was 
recorded in profile as a broad U shaped soil feature, 
sealed by the subsoil, with an upper width of c.1.5m. 
Although the topsoil had been stripped from above the 
feature prior to recording the ditch appeared to cut the 
upper alluvium to a depth of at least 0.95m the modern 
ground surface (5.08m a.o.d.). 

The upper fill (12401) consisted of a mixed grey and 
reddish-brown silty clay. The secondary fill (12402) 
consisted of less mixed silty grey clay. The underlying 
primary fill ( 12403) consisted of a distinctive very 
silty clay deposit which contained common small shell 
fragments and flecks of darker organic rich clay. No 
archaeological finds were recovered from any of the 
ditch fills. 

7.5.16.6 Context 12500 represented the cut of an amorphous wedge 
shaped soil feature which was exposed within the 01 
rhyne section c.9m west of cut 12400. The cut was only 
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visible in the heavily battered northern section of the 
rhyne where it defined a series of slightly different I 
grey clay layers. The feature was c. 8. 6m long and 
became thicker from west to east as it rose towards the 
interface of the subsoil at an angle of c. 30°. The 
southwestern end of the deposit was sealed by c.1.6m of 
upper alluvium whereas the northeastern end appeared to 
butt the overlying subsoil. The deposit could be 
differentiated into three fills (12501 to 12503). 

The upper deposit (12501) consisted of mixed silty grey 
and brown clay. The underlying deposits (12502 and 
12503) were only visible in the westernmost 2.8m of the 
feature (the deepest part) • Deposit 12502 was thin 
(0.07m) and consisted of a lens of very silty grey clay 
which contained common patches of black organic rich 
silt. The earliest deposit (12503) was c.0 . 18m thick and 
consisted of very sil ty grey clay containing frequent 
small shell fragments. No archaeologically significant 
finds were recovered from the deposits. 

Feature 12500 was not fully understood on site. The I 
deposits it appeared to contain were very similar to 
those recorded in archaeological features in adjacent 

7.5.17 

areas. That evidence alone suggested that the feature 
was of archaeological origin although the nature of the 
exposure defied any definite interpretation as to the 
orientation or nature of the feature. It is possible the 
feature represented a linear feature exposed within a 
battered section which was cut virtually parallel to its 
long axis. 

OS ST1453 and 1854 Field 13 ST362 615 Figure 6 

7.5.17.1 The boundary formerly separating land parcels OS 1453 
and os 1854 had been removed prior to this recording 
programme, for this reason it was allocated a single 
field number. Earthmoving activity within this land 
parcel was limited to the excavation of a narrow service 
trench to the north of the carriageway. 

7.5.18 

No archaeologically significant features or finds were 
recorded within Field 13. 

OS ST2557 Field 14 ST363 615 Figure 11 

7.5.18.1 This land parcel contained a series of linear surface 
drainage channels c. o . 4m deep which were orientated 
approximately east to west, parallel to the existing 
field boundaries and at right angles to Locking Head 
Drove. 

7.5.18.2 A 02 type drainage rhyne had been excavated parallel to 
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the northern edge of the carriageway in this land parcel 
prior to the commencement of the archaeological watching 
brief. The rhyne had a V shaped profile, its sides 
battered at c.45°. A series of archaeological ditches 
were exposed in the rhyne sections. Later construction 
of a service trench to the north of the carriageway, 
between the edge of the carriageway and the 02 rhyne, 
was archaeologically monitored. Excavation of the 
service trench enabled the features already exposed in 
the 02 rhyne to be observed and photographed in a 
vertical section. 

Prior to the excavation of the service trench the 
topsoil was stripped to a width of c.3m. The service 
trench was 1.1m wide and excavated to an average depth 
of 0.75m. The construction of the 01 drainage rhyne to 
the south of the carriageway was limited to an area 
extending c.40m west of Locking Head Drove. The 
excavation of the remaining 01 rhyne had not commenced 
at the date of completion of this archaeological 
recording programme. 

7. 5.18. 3 Context 14100 represented the cut of a linear soil 
feature, probably a ditch, which was exposed c. 48. 4m 
east of the existing boundary with Field 13. The feature 
was recorded in section as a broad U shaped profile, 
sealed by the subsoil with an upper width of c.3.2m. The 
feature was cut from a height of c.4.82m a.o.d. although 
the full depth of the cut (>0.75 m) was not recorded as 
it extended below the water level in the drainage rhyne 
and below the base of the adjacent service trench. 

Context 14101 represented the upper and only visible 
fill of the feature. The deposit consisted of clean 
silty grey clay. No archaeological finds were recovered 
from the deposit. 

7.5.18.4 Context 14200 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
c.14.5m northeast of cut 14100 (above). The ditch was 
recorded in section where it had a broad U shaped 
profile which was sealed by the subsoil and an upper 
width of c.1.8m. The feature was cut from c.4.87m a.o.d. 
although the full depth of the feature was not 
determined as it extended below the water level in the 
drainage rhyne and below the base of the adjacent 
service trench. Context 14201 represented the upper and 
only visible fill of the feature and consisted of clean 
silty grey clay. No archaeological finds were recovered 
from the fill. 

7.5.18.5 Context 14300 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
c. 6. am east of cut 14200 (above). The feature was 
recorded in section where it had a narrow V shape 
profile which was sealed by the subsoil with an upper 
width of 0.55m. The feature was cut from c.4.9m a.o.d . 
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into the upper alluvium. Its single fill ( 14301) 
consisted of a clean silty grey clay. No archaeological 
finds were recovered from the fill. 

7.5.18.6 Context 14400 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
c. 30m east of cut 14300 (above). The feature had a 
broad U shaped profile and the cut was sealed by the 
subsoil with an upper width of c.1.65m. The full depth 
of the cut was unclear as it extended below the water 
level although the feature was cut from c.4.98m a.o.d. 
On the basis of its exposure in the drainage rhyne and 
the service trench the feature appeared to be orientated 
NNW-SSE. 

The upper and only visible fill (14401) of the feature 
consisted of clean greyish brown clay. In the adjacent 
service trench a secondary fill of very dark grey clay 
was observed although it was not possible to record the 
deposit in detail. No archaeological finds were 
recovered from either of the fills. 

7.5.18.7 Context 14500 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
c.8m east of cut 14400 (above, and 6.4m west of, the 
existing field boundary adjacent to Locking Head Drove. 
The feature was recorded in section where it had a broad 
U shape profile. The cut was sealed by the subsoil and 
had an upper width of c.1.4m. The full depth of the cut 
was not recorded as it extended below the water level in 
the drainage rhyne although it was cut from 4. 99m 
a.o.d. On the basis of the exposures in the service 
trench and drainage culvert the feature appeared to be 
orientated NNW-SSE. 

The upper fill of the ditch ( 14501) consisted of 
reddish brown to grey sil ty clay. In the adjacent 
service trench a similar fill (14502) was observed. No 
archaeological finds were recovered from the feature. 

7.5.18.8 Context 14600 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
in the D1 drainage rhyne to the south of the carriageway 
in Field 14, c .16m west of Locking Head Drove. The 
feature was recorded in section where it had a broad U 
shaped profile, sealed by the subsoil, with an upper 
width of c.1.5m. The ditch cut the upper alluvium to a 
maximum depth of c.1.25m (3.83m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface (5.08m a.o.d) and was cut from c.4.71m 
a.o.d. 

The upper ditch fill (14601) consisted of a 0.55m thick 
deposit of silty grey clay. Underlying fill 14602 was 
c. 0. 2m thick and comprised mixed grey and brown sil ty 
clay which was texturally very similar to the upper 
alluvium (300). Underlying fill 14603 represented a thin 
(0.1m) band of distinctive very silty dark grey to 
black clay. The primary fill of the feature ( 14604) 
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7.5.19 

consisted of a 0.13m thick deposit of very silty clean 
light grey clay. No archaeologically significant finds 
were recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

OS ST3550 Area 15 Locking Head Drove ST364 615 

7.5.19.1 Locking Head Drove is a narrow lane providing access to 
Locking Head Farm which is situated adjacent to the site 
of a motte and bailey earthwork (Avon SAM 204). The 
surface of the road was not disturbed during the 
construction programme. 

7.5.20 OS ST3757 Field 16 ST364 615 Figure 11 

7.5.20.1 The surface of this field contained a series of parallel 
linear drainage channels orientated northwest to 
southeast. 

7. 5. 20. 2 Archaeological monitoring was undertaken during the 
excavation of the 01 drainage rhyne parallel to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this land parcel. 
No archaeologically significant features or finds were 
revealed during the construction work. 

7.5.21 OS ST4463 Field 17 ST364 616 Figures 11 and 14 

7. 5. 21.1 A series of linear surface drainage channels were 
visible within this field. The channels were orientated 
approximately east to west, parallel to the existing 
field boundaries. 

7.5.21.2 Context 17100 (figure 14, section E, and Photograph H) 
represented the cut of a linear soil feature, probably a 
ditch, which was exposed in the D1 drainage rhyne south 
of the carriageway. The feature was located c.23m east 
of the western boundary with Field 16 and was orientated 
roughly northwest to southeast, parallel with the 
existing boundary ditch. The cut was sealed by the 
subsoil and recorded in profile as a broad flat based u 
shaped soil feature with an upper width of 3.2m. The 
ditch was cut into the upper alluvium to a maximum depth 
of c.1.lm (c.4.4m a.o.d.) below the modern ground 
surface (5.5m a.o.d.). 

The upper fill (17101) was sealed by the subsoil and 
consisted of brown sil ty clay which was texturally 
similar to the upper alluvium. The underlying primary 
fill (17102) consisted of a distinctive very silty grey 
clay. 

7.5.21.3 No other archaeologically significant features were 
recorded within Field 17. No archaeological finds were 
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recovered from the ditch fill s . 

7 .5.22 OS ST4141 Field 39 ST364 614 Figure 12 

7.5. 22.1 A number of linear archaeological soil features were 
recorded during archaeological monitoring of a D2 type 
drainage rhyne in this field, adjacent to a farm access 
track and to the east of Locking Head Drove. 

7. 5. 22.2 Context 39100 represented a broad U shaped feature, 
probably a ditch, which was exposed c. 6. 5 east of 
Locking Head Drove. The ditch cut was exposed 
immediately below the topsoil layer where it had an 
upper width of 2.8m. The full depth of the cut was not 
recorded as it appeared to extend below the level 
excavated for the D2 rhyne (2.1m below the modern ground 
surface) . The feature contained a single fill (39101) 
which consisted of modern building rubble and loose soil 
which, according to the landowner, was used to fill the 
drainage ditch in 1987. 

7.5.22.3 Contexts 39200 to 39500 (below) represented a series of 
linear archaeological features, probably ditches, which 
were exposed immediately to the northwest of the farm 
track. All the features were orientated northwest to 
southeast and sealed by the subsoil layer. All appeared 
to have been cut from the same stratigraphic horizon. 

7 . 5.22.4 Ditch cut 39200 was exposed c.4.3m east of cut 39100 
(above). The cut was sealed by the subsoil and had an 
upper width of 1. 3m. It was exposed in section as a 
narrow U shape soil feature cutting the upper alluvium 
to a maximum depth of l.lm (4.18m a . o.d) below the 
modern ground surface ( 5. 29m a. o. d.). The feature 
contained two varying clay fills. The upper fill (39201) 
consisted of a 0.55m thick deposit of mixed silty grey 
and brown clay. Underlying fill 39202 consisted of a 
0 . 35m thick deposit of mixed dark grey organic rich silt 
and sil ty grey clay. No archaeologically significant 
finds were recovered from the ditch fills. 

7.5.22.5 Ditch cut 39300 was exposed in the D2 drainage c.21.7m 
east of cut 39200 (above). The cut was sealed by the 
subsoil and had an upper width of 1.9m. It was recorded 
in section as a steep V shaped feature which cut the 
upper alluvium to a depth of 1.35m (3.97m a.o.d.) below 
the modern ground surface (5.32m a.o.d.). The upper fill 
(39301) consisted of a 0.75m thick deposit of mixed 
silty grey and brown clay. The primary fill (39302) 
consisted of a 0.35m thick deposit of organic rich silt 
and sil ty grey c lay. No archaeologically significant 
finds were recovered from the ditch fills. 
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7.5.22.6 Cut 39400 (Photograph I) was exposed c . l6.2m east of cut 
39300 (above). The cut was sealed by the subsoil and had 
an upper width of 2.7m. It was recorded in section as a 
broad U shaped soil feature which cut the upper 
alluvium to a depth of 1.3m (4.04m a.o.d.) below the 
modern ground surface ( 5. 34m a. o. d.). The upper fill 
( 39401) consisted of a o. 87m thick deposit of mixed 
silty grey and brown clay. The underlying fill (39402) 
comprised a distinctive thin (0.08m) U shaped lens of 
black organic rich silt and silty grey clay. The primary 
fill (39403) consisted of a O.l5m thick deposit of mixed 
clean sil ty grey and brown clay. No archaeologically 
significant finds were recovered from any of the ditch 
fills. 

7.5.22.7 Cut 39500 (Photograph J) was exposed in the 02 drainage 
rhyne c.31.9m east of cut 39400 (above). The cut was 
sealed by the subsoil and had an upper width of 1.9m. It 
was recorded in section as a broad U shape soil feature 
cutting the upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.4m 
(3.97m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface level 
(5.37m a.o.d.) The feature contained a sequence of 
varying clay rich fills (Contexts 39501 to 39504). 

The upper fill ( 39501) consisted of a 0. 8m thick 
deposit of mixed silty grey and brown clay. Underlying 
fill 39502 was represented by a O.lm thick U shaped lens 
of black silt and silty grey clay. Underlying fill 39503 
consisted of a 0.14m thick deposit of mixed silty grey 
clay and waterlogged organic material. Two small patches 
of yellowish brown clay were also present as inclusions 
within fill 39503. The primary fill of the feature 
(39504) consisted of a 0.16m thick lens of clean light 
grey silty clay. No archaeologically significant finds 
were recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

7.5.22.8 A series of modern ceramic land drains were also exposed 
within Field 39. The land drains were orientated north 
to south and located at a distance of 6m apart. One 
ceramic pipe had cut the upper fill of cut 39500. It 
is possible the drainage was laid out in the 1960's, at 
which time the field was converted from an orchard to 
pasture land. 

7 . 5.23 OS ST5247 Field 40 ST365 615 Figure 12 

7.5.23.1 Excavation of the 02 rhyne in this land parcel exposed a 
single linear archaeological soil feature which was 
orientated approximately from northwest to southeast, 
parallel to the existing field boundaries. 

7.5.23.2 Context 40100 represented a ditch cut which was exposed 
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7.5.24 

in the 02 type drainage rhyne c.70m northeast of the 
western field boundary with Field 39. At the location 
where the feature was exposed in the trench the surface 
of the field contained a visible linear depression. 
Feature 40100 was visible immediately below the surface 
depression although stratigraphically the two appeared 
to be separated by a deposit similar to the subsoil. 

The surface depression was cut by the trench and 
recorded in section as a broad U shaped feature 2.1m 
wide and 0.6m deep. 

Cut 40100 was exposed in section as a broad U shaped 
soil feature with an upper width of 1.6m which cut the 
upper alluvium to a maximum depth of 1.2m (3.6m a.o.d.) 
below the modern ground surface (which, at the base of 
the surface depression, was 4.80m a.o.d.). It was not 
clear whether the cut (40100) was sealed by the subsoil 
layer as a modern ceramic land drain was exposed at 
the interface of the subsoil layer and the upper fill. 
The cut contained two fills. The upper fill (40101) 
consisted of a 0. 75m thick deposit of greyish brown I 
sil ty clay which was texturally similar to the upper 
alluvium. The primary fill (40102) consisted of a 
distinctive 0.20m thick lens of very silty clean grey 
clay. No archaeologically significant finds were 
recovered from any of the ditch fills. 

OS ST5366 Field 18 ST365 617 Figure 6 

7.5.24.1 Archaeological monitoring during the excavation of the 
Dl type drainage rhyne parallel to the southern edge of 
the carriageway through Field 18 yielded no 
archaeologically significant finds or features. 

7.5.24.2 An existing gas pipeline was located within Field 18, 
crossing the carriageway route adjacent to the existing 
field boundary with Field 20. Archaeological monitoring 
was undertaken during earthmoving activity concerned 
with the replacement and slight diversion of the 
pipeline within the construction corridor. No 
archaeologically significant finds or features were 
exposed during those works. 

7.5.25 OS ST6176 Field 19 ST366 618 Figure 6 

7.5.25.1 A single surface drainage channel was visible within 
this Field c.6m north of, and almost parallel to, the 
existing southern field boundary ditch. 

7.5.25.2 A curve in an existing drainage rhyne, which formed the 
northwestern boundary of Field 19, was straightened 
during the construction programme. No archaeologically 
significant features or finds were recorded during the 
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monitoring of the excavation works. 

7.6 STAGE IV Figure 4 

7.6.1 OS ST7490 Field 20 ST367 619 

7. 6 .1.1 This land parcel was affected by the excavation of a 
pedestrian subway and construction of a substantial 
raised roundabout which involved incorporated most of 
the central portion of the land parcel. 

7.6.1.2 The subway excavation was located adjacent to the 
existing field boundary with Field 19. The excavation 
itself was c.100m long, c.10m wide and excavated to a 
maximum depth of c.2m (c.3.4m a.o.d.) below the modern 
ground surface. Excavation of the subway was carried 
out prior to the start of the archaeological monitoring 
programme, however, the vertical subway sections 
remained exposed and provided an opportunity to observe 
the natural stratigraphy. No archaeologically 
significant features or finds were revealed within the 
sections of the subway excavation. 

7.6.1.3 A 02 type drainage rhyne was excavated to the east of 
the roundabout mound prior to the commencement of 
archaeological monitoring. The stretch was viewed some 
time later at which point no archaeologically 
significant features were visible within the rhyne 
sections. 

7.6.2 OS ST7600 Field 21 ST368 620 

7.6.2.1 Earth moving activity was not necessary within this land 
parcel as the existing boundary ditches were situated 
adjacent to the carriageway route. 

7.6.3 os ST8860 Area 22 Su.aer Lane ST368 621 

7.6.3.1 Summer Lane consisted of a narrow lane, just wide enough 
for two vehicles. The lane was not disturbed by 
construction activity. 

7.6.4 OS ST8617 Field 23 ST368 622 Figure 4 

7.6.4.1 Substantial excavation took place within this land 
parcel during the construction of a subway adjacent to 
Summer Lane. The subway was c.12m wide, c.50m long and 
was excavated to a maximum depth of c. 4. 30m { 1. 2m 
a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface {c.5.5m a.o.d.). 
The deep vertical subway sections provided an 
opportunity to observe and record the deepest natural 
alluvial sequence exposed during the project. At this 
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point the greyish brown upper alluvium was visible for a 
depth of eo. 95m from which point the underlying grey 
lower alluvium continued to the base of the excavation. 
The silt content of the lower alluvium increased 
significantly with depth and towards the base of the 
profile frequent patches of black organic rich silt were 
visible. No archaeologically significant features or 
finds were exposed within the subway excavation. 

7.6.4.2 A number of post medieval ceramics (19th century) were 
recovered from the subway section immediately adjacent 
to Summer Lane. The finds were unstratified at a depth 
of c.0.6m below the modern surface level, within the cut 
of a former water main which had been removed prior to 
the commencement of archaeological monitoring. 

7.6.5 OS ST9517 Field 24 ST369 622 

7 .6.5.1 No earthmoving activity was undertaken in this field 
during the construction programme. 

7.6.6 OS ST9523 Field 25 ST369 622 

7.6.6.1 No earthmoving activity was undertaken in this field 
during the construction programme. 

7.6.7 OS ST0023 Field 26 ST370 622 

7.6.7.1 No earthmoving activity was undertaken in this field 
during the construction programme. 

7.6.8 OS ST0034 Field 27 ST370 623 

7.6.8.1 A D2 type drainage rhyne was excavated adjacent to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this field prior to 
the commencement of the archaeological monitoring 
programme. 

7.6.9 

Subsequent observation of the rhyne sections was 
hampered by the high water level which restricted 
observation to the upper 0. 5m of the rhyne section. 
However the interface of the subsoil and upper alluvium 
was clearly visible and no archaeologically significant 
features appeared to have been exposed within this 
field. 

OS ST0734 Field 28 ST371 623 

7.6.9.1 A D2 type drainage rhyne was excavated adjacent to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this field prior to 
the commencement of the archaeological recording 
programme. 
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7. 6. 9. 2 Archaeological observation of the rhyne sections was 
restricted by the high water level within the rhyne. 
However, the interface of the subsoil and upper alluvium 
layer was clearly visible and no archaeologically 
significant finds or features appeared to have been 
exposed. 

7.6.10 OS ST1138 Field 29 ST372 623 

7.6.10.1 A D2 type drainage rhyne was excavated adjacent to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this field prior to 
the commencement of this archaeological recording 
programme. 

7.6.10.2 Observation of the rhyne sections was hampered by the 
high water level as only the upper 0.5m of the trench 
section was visible above the water level. The interface 
of the subsoil and upper alluvium layer was however 
clearly visible and no archaeologically significant 
features were visible at that level within the 
substrata. 

7.6.11 OS ST2135 Field 30 ST374 624 

7.6.11.1 Three linear surface drainage channels were visible in 
this land parcel. The channels were spaced at a 
distance of c.14m and were orientated approximately 
northwest to southeast (oblique to the existing boundary 
rhynes). 

7.6.11.2 A D2 type drainage rhyne was excavated adjacent to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this field prior to 
the commencement of this archaeological recording 
programme. 

7.6.11.3 Archaeological observation of the rhyne sections was 
hampered by the high water level within the rhyne as 
only the upper 0.5m of the trench section was visible 
above the water level. The interface of the subsoil and 
the upper alluvium layer (at c.5.05m a.o.d.) was clearly 
visible although no archaeologically significant 
features were visible within the substrata at that 
level. 

7.6.12 OS ST3133 Field 31 ST375 624 

7.6.12.1 A D2 type drainage rhyne was excavated adjacent to the 
southern edge of the carriageway in this field prior to 
the commencement of this archaeological recording 
programme. 
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7.6.12.2 Archaeological observation of the rhyne sections was 
hampered by the high water level within the rhyne as 
only the upper O.Sm of the trench section was visible 
above the water level. The interface of the subsoil and 
the upper alluvium (at c.Sm a.o.d.) was clearly visible 
and no archaeologically significant features were 
visible within the substrata at that level. 

7.6.13 OS ST4 6 4 6 Field 32 ST375 625 

Ground breaking activity was not undertaken within this 
land parcel and the area was used for the temporary 
storage of construction aggregates. 
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8 SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

8.1 The watching brief project recorded substantial and 
previously unknown archaeological remains which appeared 
to represent evidence of a buried agricultural 
landscape in the Avon Levels, immediately to the east of 
Weston-S-Mare. The evidence consisted primarily of a 
complex of sealed ditches (figure 16), most of which 
were preserved in the area of Moor Lane and Locking Head 
Drove. Collectively the features appeared to represent 
an area of traditional wetland which had undergone large 
scale drainage by a complex system of ditches. 

8.2 The dating of the buried landscape which was identified 
remains tentative as virtually no artefactual dating 
evidence was recovered from any of the ditch fills. 
Stratigraphic and landscape evidence does, however, 
provide some indication as to the likely date of the 
ditch system as a whole. 

8.3 The modern landscape of the Levels retains significant 
surface evidence of medieval and post medieval 
agriculture and drainage. Large tracts of medieval and 
post medieval strip fields are still preserved as is 
evident from aerial survey, the earthworks having been 
preserved as a consequence of subsequent changes to 
predominantly pastoral agriculture. It is considered 
significant that virtually all the ditches which were 
recorded during the project were sealed beneath an 
accumulation of undisturbed subsoil, in a few cases (see 
Field 11) also by undisturbed alluvium, and that they 
did not in detail correlate with the existing surface 
drainage of the area. It appears unlikely, therefore, 
that the ditch complex relates to former medieval 
agriculture in the area. 

8. 4 The ditches which form the primary evidence of the 
buried landscape were all cut from approximately the 
same stratigraphic horizon (see appendix 2). Allowing 
for the gentle increase in the modern height of the land 
from west to east (rising from c.Sm a.o.d. in the west 
to c.5.3m a.o.d. in the east) the ditches were cut from 
a contemporary level; from between 4.6m - 4.7m a.o.d. 
in the area of Locking Moor Road and between Sm - 5.15m 
a.o.d in the area of Locking Head Drove. The consistency 
of the level from which they were cut suggests that the 
ditches reflect single period activity although, 
despite the absence of intercut or recut features, it is 
possible they relate to several individual phases within 
that period. 

8. 5 Previous archaeological evaluation work at Kenn Moor 
(Hume 1993) in the northeastern Levels recorded a 
similar stratigraphic sequence and buried landscape, 
including a buried land surface and ditches, which were 
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located at a height of 5.2m a.o.d. Significantly the 
finds from that site indicated that the remains related 
to Romano-British agricultural activity. 

8.6 The presence of ditches sealed by undisturbed alluvium 
in Field 11 was considered significant although, since 
the features were cut from c.4.85m a.o.d. and were 
therefore consistent with features elsewhere within 
Stage Vc, they did not appear, on stratigraphic grounds, 
to reflect a distinct and separate (?earlier) phase of 
archaeological activity in the area. Given the lack of 
dating evidence from the features and the localised 
nature of the alluvium it was not possible to ascertain 
the reason for its presence. The possibility exists that 
the deposit represents a localised period of flooding 
and subsequent alluvial deposition at an unspecified 
date after the drainage system as a whole had silted up 
and fallen out of use. 

8.7 The majority of the ditches were constructed parallel 
to each other and orientated northwest to southeast 
although, as a whole, they were slightly oblique to the 
existing system of drainage rhynes in the area. A small 
number of features (i.e. features 1100, 11100 and 12500) 
appeared to be set out at right angles to the 
predominant trend and may have reflected T-junctions, 
perhaps of individual enclosures or fields. Where 
individual ditches were exposed either side of the 
carriageway (for example in Fields 2 and 3) they 
appeared to be at least 70m long. The distance between 
the ditches varied slightly although, as a whole, they 
averaged between 9m and 11m apart. The ditches 
themselves were invariably U shaped and between 1m and 
3m wide and varied in depth (see appendix 2) although a 
minority were significantly steeper and narrower. 

8. 8 Ditches were recorded widely within the corridor of 
Stage Vc of the carriageway although in detail they were 
distributed unevenly, the greatest concentrations 
apparently separated by areas of undisturbed alluvium 
(see figure 16). Since the carriageway culverts were 
excavated to a common depth within Stage Vc this 
distribution appears significant and suggests that the 
area was not uniformly laid out with ditches or fields. 
Overall the evidence recorded within Stages IVb, Vc and 
VI of the carriageway (figure 2) appears to suggest a 
concentration of earlier ditches and, by inference, 
agricultural activity in the area of Stage Vc and less 
activity elsewhere. This interpretation is supported by 
the evidence gathered during the project although it 
should be set against the comparatively limited nature 
of excavation works outside of the corridor of Stage Vc. 
More extensive excavation works were undertaken during 
the construction of Stage VI, to the northeast of Summer 
Lane. The absence of significant buried archaeology in 
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8.9 

8.10 

8.11 

8.12 

that area appeared to support the hypothesis that the 
area south of Moor Lane represented the focus of the 
archaeological activity which was observed . 

During construction pits were excavated to a depth of 
c.3.8mm (1.2m a.o.d.) below the modern ground surface. 
No significant organic rich or peat horizons were 
evident within the undisturbed alluvium to that depth. 

The samples of ditch fill which were assessed for 
environmental remains provided a general overview of the 
conditions which prevailed whilst the ditches were in 
use. The results are detailed below (appendix 2) 
although it is worth pointing out here that the majority 
of the ditches appear to have been filled with slow or 
standing freshwater, a stable environment similar to 
that in modern drainage rhynes. Such conditions would 
have presumably needed a sea bank or other such defences 
to restrict tidal saltwater incursions. The presence of 
saltwater foraminifera from features in Field 11, 
coincidentally the area where ditches were sealed by a 
localised layer of alluvium, suggests periodic 
inundations did occur during the lifetime of the 
drainage system. Evidence of alluvial deposition after 
the abandonment of the system is suggested by the 
majority of later ditch fills which are texturally very 
similar to the surrounding upper alluvium. 

The virtual absence of artefacts within the ditch fills 
suggests that the centre or centres of occupation 
associated with the ditch system were probably located 
some distance from the survey area. The presence of 
small quantities of charcoal in a number of the 
environmental samples (from features in Fields 2,3 and 
11) is not surprising and cannot be taken as any real 
indication of the possible proximity of associated 
settlement. 

Medieval and early post medieval settlement is recorded 
to the southeast of the survey area in the form of a 
motte & bailey earthwork and remains at Locking Head 
Farm and Drove Farm (Avon SMR 5611). The fortified 
earthwork and settlements are not by chance located at a 
junction where the local topography begins to rise 
slightly and is therefore better drained. It is quite 
possible the centres of occupation which developed and 
maintained the complex of ditches recorded in the survey 
area were also located in that area. 
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9 CONCLUSIONS 

The zones of traditional wetland which flank the Severn 
estuary are now recognised to represent highly important 
and fragile environments which have the potential for 

I 

the preservation of regionally and nationally important 
archaeological remains. This watching brief has provided I 
a rare opportunity to recover new information relating 
to former agricultural activity in that specialised 
environment; evidence which, because of established 
agricultural regimes, remains difficult to recover. 

The complex of ditches which were recorded within the 
survey area cannot be dated with certainty although it 
is suggested, primarily on stratigraphic grounds, that 
they represent a phase of reclamation and drainage 
during the Romano-British period. 

Research in similar terrain in south Wales (Allen & 
Fulford 1986) and Gloucestershire (Allen & Fulford 1990) 

1 has demonstrated that large areas of estuarine wetland 
along the flanks of the Severn estuary were certainly 
being reclaimed for improved agriculture during the 
Romano-British period. Although the drainage and field 
systems recorded in the Wentlooge levels (ibid) appear 
to differ in some important respects, particularly in 
respect of size, it is likely that similar saltmarsh 
reclamation and settlement would have been undertaken in 
the equally rich lands of the Somerset and north Avon 
Levels. 

The construction of the carriageway has provided an 
opportunity to assess a large tranche of this former 
wetland landscape and in doing so has confirmed the 
presence of substantial and widespread archaeological 
remains which could not have been predicted on the basis 
of existing evidence. 

Because of their nature and the limited extent to which 
individual archaeological features were exposed during 
the project further research is needed to recover 
precise dating evidence for the buried landscape and to 
refine its extent and organisation. Continued monitoring 
of subsequent development in the area may provide such 
data. It should be noted for future reference that the 
textural similarities of the substrata and the 
archaeological remains which were exposed during the 
project are such that they need to be exposed in 
section and are likely to be far more difficult to 
detect by less invasive techniques such as augering. 
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Appendix 1 

AVON COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL GUIDANCE NOTE 1 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE AVON LEVELS 

SUMMARY 

The Avon Levels, a low lying group of mostly coastal plains on the 
northwest side of the county, present unusually difficult archaeological 
problems in the planning and implementation of new development, as 
although it is very clear that many potentially important buried 
archaeological sites and landscapes exist there, it is extremely difficult 
to identify them without archaeological evaluation. Because of this, 
and of the sensitivity of the buried archaeology in this area, PPG16 
and County Structure Plan Policy BE4A indicate that, unless there is 
good evidence of the absence of archaeological deposits and strutures 
at the site, all groundbreaking developments in the area of the levels, 
and those proposing major changes to drainage regimes, will require 
archaeological assessment prior to determination of applications. -

1 THE AVON LEVELS AND THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE 

1.1 The Avon Levels are a group of low lying areas in the three Districts of 
Woodspring, Bristol and Northavon, mainly coastal, but including some 
inliers behind coastal hillridges, such as the Gordano Valley east of . . 
Portishead. 

1.2 They are flat in appearance, usually with networks of surface 
waterways or rhynes I rhines, straightened rivers, and few large 
settlements. Geologically, they are largely very recent, comprising 
clays, peats and occasional alluvial gravel fans, with small areas of 
blown sand in Kewstoke and Weston-super-Mare. 

1.3 The Levels include the following geographically distinct areas: 

i) Land in Bleadon and Weston-super-Mare parishes to the south of 
Bleadon Hill and to the north of the river Axe. 

ii) Land in Loxton, Banwell and Winscombe parishes, in the lower 
valley of the Lax Yea. 

iii) 'The North Somerset Levels', in the parishes of Banwell, Puxton, 
Congresbury, Yatton, Weston-super-Mare, Kewstoke, Wick St 
Lawrence, Kingston Seymour, Kenn, Clevedon, Nailsea and 
Tickenham, a geologically more complex area, with clay, peat and 
gravel in different areas. 



iv) The Gordano Valley, in the parishes of Clapton, Walton, Easton 
and Weston-in-Gordano, Portbury and Portishead. 

v) The Avonmouth-Severnside Levels, in Bristol and the Northavon 
parishes of Pilning and Severn Beach, Almondsbury, Olveston and 
Aust. 

vi) The North Avon Levels, in Aust, Oldbury on Severn and Hill. 

1.4 The archa.eology of the Avon Levels presents considerable difficulties 
of access and interpretation. This is because the visible landscape is 
largely of medieval (from the tenth century AD) and later date and is 
primarily under pasture, with the exception of the industrial areas 
around Avonmouth, and the heavily built up areas of Worle and 
Weston-super -Mare. 

1.5 The archaeological evidence of pre medieval human activity on the 
Levels is attested by sites recorded in excavation · for clay, by 
archaeological fieldwork in Gloucestershire (Alien and Fulford 1990) 
and by recent archaeological examination of two major civil 
engineering projects in Avon, the Second Severn Crossing approach 
roads and a major pipeline watching brief. 

1.6 Not only is the earlier archaeology of the Levels often buried by later 
deposition of alluvial clay, but the standard archaeological prospecting 
techniques which would reveal prehistoric and Romano-British sites in 
arable areas (the aerial photography of crop marks and the field 
observation of surface scatters of pottery or other artefacts) are not 
available here. Neither are upstanding earthworks or structures of the 
earlier landscapes visible, except when they are very large, such as 
some relict river courses. 

1. 7 lt is further the case that buried archaeological sites on the Levels are 
potentially of more than usual importance beeause they are likely to be 
waterlogged or form part of the various peat strata of the area. 
Evidence which does not survive on "normally" dry archaeological 
sites (organic materials, such as wood, leather, fabric, seeds, pollen 
etc) illuminates whole areas of past human activity which are not 
usually represented in the archaeological record. This evidence is 
nationally rare, and therefore where it survives, it is of great 
significance. 

1.8 In the areas of alluvial gravel fans, although the archaeology is usually 
at or near the current ground surface, it has frequently not been 
studied before, and the archaeological sequence of gravel deposition, 
which has usually happened since the last Ice Age c1 0,000 years ago, 
and thus well within human occupation, is not understood. 



1 . 9 The buried landscapes that comprise the archaeology of the. levels 
usually do not end at the seawalls, but ·are exposed at various 
distances out from the shore by tidal erosion I deposition cycles, and 
the archaeology of the two areas should be considered together for the 
purposes of development control. 

1.1 0 All archaeological studies carried out in the area have indicated that a 
far larger number of archaeological sites exist in the buried landscape 
than had been previously thought; they indicate that it is also difficult 
to predict, in the light of present knoweledge of the archaeology of the 
area, just where, and how deeply buried, they will be. 

2 APPROACHES TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT IN THE 
AVON LEVELS 

2.1 lt is now standard policy guidance that in cases where there may be an 
effect on the archaeological resource, applicants may reasonably be 
required to provide an archaeological assessment of the impact of 
their proposals, as laid down in Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 
(1990). 

2.2 The same PPG lays down .guidelines setting out the importance of 
preservation of the archaeological resource in situ where possible, and 
where not, the sequence of archaeological assessment and 
subsequent procedure to be followed. The procedure is explained 
mo(e fully in the Explanatory Memorandum to the Third Alteration of 
the Avon County Structure Plan. 

2.3 The other relevant PPG, No. 20 (Coastal Planning), also applies to 
areas of land inshore from the seawalls, as well as estuarine areas 
and shorelines. This invokes PPG 16 for archaeological purposes and 
also clearly emphasises the importance of conservation of natural and 
heritage features in planning decisions concerning the coastal zone. 

2.4 Modern construction practices tend to be far more destructive than any 
previously known, involving larger structures, deeper foundations, 
more extensive service trenching, and increasingly, large scale 
landscaping and changes in drainage regime, and thus pose a far 
greater threat to the archaeological resource in the Levels, than at any 
previous time. 

2.5 In the case of the Avon Levels and shore, for reasons laid out above, 
any groundbreaking development above a minimal size, should be 
subject to archaeological assessment before the determination of any 
planning application, as this is the only realistic way that information 
regarding the effect of the proposals can be obtained. This is also 
covered by an explicit policy in the Deposit Bristol Local Plan, and a 
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recommendation for its inclusion in the Woodspring and Northavon 
Districtwide Local Plans is being made. 

2.6 Geotechnical trial pitting and other site investigation works such as 
boreholes should not occur without prior approach to the appropriate 
local authority for consultation regarding- the archaeological 
implications: the trial pitting may need to be resited to avoid known 
areas of archaeological sensitivity; frequently, the archaeological 
recording of such pitting will form part of the necessary archaeological 
evaluation. 

Contacts: Vince Russett (County Archaeological Officer) Planning Dept. X530 
: Mary Stacey (Conservation Officer) Planning Dept. X530 

13 January 1994 
580-2b.wri 

Fulford and Alien 1990 R L Alien and M G Fulford, Romano- British and 
later reclamations on the Severn salt marshes in 
the Elmore area, Gloucestershire, Transactions of . 
the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological 
Society, CVIII for 1990, Bristol1991, 17-32 

DoE 1990 Department of the Environment, Archaeology and 
Planning, Planning Policy Guidance number 16 
November 1990 

DoE 1992 Department of the Environment, Coastal Planning, 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 20 



Appendix 2 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE, PRIMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD: An assessment of the 
environmental remains. 
Julie Jones 

During the construction of drainage systems for the carriageways of the Weston-Super
Mare Primary Distributor Road, a series of ditches was exposed which was examined by 
the Avon Archaeological Unit. The ditches were sealed by sub-soil and alluvium, and cut 
from approximately 0.25-0.5m below the modern ground surface. The majority were U
shaped and less than 0.75m deep. These have tentatively been dated to the Romano
British period, although no firm dating evidence was recovered. A series of samples were 
taken by the Avon Unit from 9 of these ditches for an assessment of their environmental 
potential. 

The samples varied between 2.5kg (1.4 litres) and 22.5kg (11.5 litres), with an average of 
18.3kg ( 10.15 litres). Some of the samples were very stiff clay and required several days 
of soaking in hydrogen peroxide and warm water to help break them down. These were . 
then flotation sieved to a 250 micron float and 500 micron residue. The residues were 
dried before sorting, although the floats were examined wet. 

The samples consisted predominantly of a stiff olive grey (2.5GY 6/1) clay with reddish 
brown (5YR 5/8) staining. Some of the samples however, also had patches of dark reddish 
grey (2.5YR 311) very humified peat and, generally speaking, it was these deposits which 
produced the greatest abundance of plant macrofossils and range of other environmental 
evidence. The samples which were composed primarily of the stiff olive grey clay were 
fairly sterile. The wide range of evidence recovered is shown in Table I and includes 
molluscs, ostracods, cladoceran ephyppia and bone. Table 2 shows the waterlogged plant 
macrofossils on a scale of abundance. 

The deposits recovered from the majority of the ditches (not sample 18), illustrate the 
natural environment at the time when the ditches were open. Aquatics such as duckweed 
(Lemna sp), pondweed (Potamogeton sp), water-milfoil (Myriophyllum sp), hornwort 
(Ceratophyllum sp) and water crowfoot (Ranunculus subg Batrachium) were present in 
varying quantities in different ditches. These may have formed a carpet on the surface of 
the water. Characeae (stoneworts), present in ditches 10 and 16, are a green algae which 
generally prefer still water with a high pH, although they are often the first species to 
Colonise newly dug or cleared ponds and ditches. Other species such as water plantain 
(Alisma sp), great spearwort (Ranunculus Lingua) and reedmace (Typha sp) would have 
lived at the water's edge, together with spike rush (Eleocharis palustrisluniglumis), other 
sedges (Carex) and rushes (]uncus). Corky-fruited water-dropwort (Oenanthe 
pimpinelloides), mint (Mentha sp) and marsh pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris), typical 
of damp marshy conditions could have grown at the edges of the ditches or in the close 
vicinity. 



Several of the ditches, notably 13, 16, and 17, produced an abundance of molluscs and 
broken shell fragments. Some of these have tentatively been identified to the Lymnaeidae 
(pond snai ls) and Planorbidae (ram's horn snails), both freshwater snails, which prefer 
slow or standing weedy waters. Samples 10 and 16 also included a range of evidence of 
other invertebrates such as insects, leech cocoons, caddis fly larvae, cladoceran ephyppia 
(egg cases of water fleas) and ostracods. Cladocera and ostracods are microscopic 
crustaceans which Jive in both fresh and saline waters. Foraminifera, microscopic marine 
protozoans were present only in sample 13. These occupy habitats ranging from salt 
marshes to deep oceans, and suggest that this ditch, at least, was periodically tidally 
inundated. 

Charcoal fragments were noted in several of the ditch deposhs ( 11, 13 and 16), but these 
were mostly small fragments and not identifiable. This was the only evidence recovered of 
anthropogenic activity. 

The deposits sampled from the ditches clearly show the local environment at the time the 
ditches were open. No evidence was however recovered to suggest a date for these 
deposits. They show a predominantly freshwater environment in the ditches with slow or · 
standing, weedy water which supported a rich and varied fauna. The presence, however, 
of foraminifera in sample 13 does suggest that this ditch may have been subject to periodic 
saltwater inundation. Identification of the ostracods and molluscs from other ditches may 
help to clarify this. 

19th December 1994 
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TABLE 1. WESTON-SUPER-MARE. PRIMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD. 
Range of environmental evidence recovered. 

Sample Weight Volume Plant- Insects Cladoceran Caddis fly 
No. (kg) (litres) macros epbyppia larvae 

10 16.8 ll * * * * 
11 17.8 9.5 * 
12 22.5 11.5 * 
13 16.45 8.5 * * 
14 18.95 9.8 * 
15 15.75 8.7 * 
16 20.6 12 * * * * 
17 18.3 10.2 * 
18 2.55 1.4 

-

Leech Ostracods Forams Molluscs Bone Charcoal 
coccoons 

* 
* * 

* * * * I 

* 
* 

* * * * * 
* 

- .::::::::1 - -
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TABLE 2. WESTON-SUPER-MARE. PRIMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD. 
Plant macrofossil analysis. 

Sample No. 10 11 12 13 
CHARACEAE 
Chara sp Stonewort 2 
RANUNCULACEAE 
Ranunculuslacrislrepenslbulbosus Buttercup 1 
Ranunculus lingua L. Great Spearwort 
Ranunculus subg Batrachium Water Crowfoot 4 2 
CERATOPHYLLACEAE 
Ceratophyllum sp Hornwort 3 .. 
CHENOPODIACEAE 
Atriplex sp Orache 
HALORAGIDACEAE 
Myriophyllum sp Water-milfoil 1 
UMBELLIFERAE 
Hy_drocotyle vulgaris L. Marsh Pennywort 2 
Oenanthe pimpinelloides L. Corky-fruited Water- I 

Dropwort 
LABIATAE 
Mentha sp Mint 2 
ALISMATACEAE 
Alisma sp 4 l 
POTAMOGETONACEAE 
Potamogeton sp Pondweed 2 
JUNCACEAE 
Juncus sp Rush 4 1 1 2 
LEMNACEAE 
Lemna sp Duckweed 
TYPHACEAE 
Typha sp Reed mace 
CYPERACEAE 
Carexsp Sedge 2 
Eleocharis palustrisluniglumis 1 
GRAMINEAE 
Gramineae indet Grass I 

14 15 16 
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1 

I 3 4 

I 

1 

3 3 

3 3 
0 

1 2 4 

2 

I 

2 1 

2 

Scale of abundance: 1 = rare- less than 10. 2 = few - 10-50. 3= frequent - 50-500. 4 = abundant 500+ 
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WESTON -S-MARE PRIMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES 
TO ORDNANCE DATUM 

Field No. Feature No. Cut from Cut to Depth Comments 

I 1100 4.6m 4.2m c.0.3m ?Layer 

l 1200 4.7m c.3.8m c. lm Ditch cut 

2 2100 4.6m 4.2m 0.37m Ditch cut 

2 2200 4.6m 4.2m 0.44m Ditch cut 

2 2300 4.6m 4.2m 0.42m Ditch cut 

2 2400 4.7m 4.2m 0.53m Ditch cut 

2 2500 4.7m 4.3m 0.4m Ditch cut 

2 2600 4.7m 4.3m 0.4m Ditch cut 

3 3100 4.7m 3.5m l.l9m Ditch cut 

3 3200 4.7m 3.9m 0.84m Ditch cut 

3 3300 4.7m 3.65m l.05m Ditch cut 

Field No. Feature No. Cut from Cut to Depth Comments 

3 3400 4.6m 3.6m c. lm Ditch cut 

3 3500 4.6m c.3.4m l.2m Ditch cut-? modern recut 

4 4100 4.7m 3.6m 1.08m Ditch cut 

4 4200 4.7m 3.85m 0.9m Ditch cut 

4 4300 4.7m 3.75m 0.95m Ditch cut 

5 5100 4.65m 3.8m 0.86m Ditch cut 

5 5200 4.7m 3.8m 0.9m Ditch cut 

6 6200 4.7m 3.7m 0.9m Ditch cut 

6 6300 4.4m 3.6m 0.9m Ditch cut 

7 7200 4.6m 3.6m 0.95m Ditch cut 

Appendix 3 

7 7300 - - - Ditch cut - not fully exposed 

Nb. All heights are above ordnance datum (a.o.d. ) 
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Field No. 
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11 

11 

11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

14 

14 

Feature No. Cut from Cut to Depth Comments 

7400 - - - Not viewed fu lly open 

7500 4.6m 3.6m c. I m Ditch cut 

7600 4.7m 3.6m c.l.lm Ditch cut . 

7700 4.6m 3.6m 0.95m Ditch cut 

7800 4.5m 3.5m 0.9m Ditch cut 

7900 4.5m 3.7m 0.8m Ditch cut 

8500 4.7m 3.7m lm Ditch cut 

8600 4.85m 3.4m c. 1.5m Ditch cut 

8700 4.8m 3.75m c. lm Ditch cut 

8800 4.65m 3.45m 1.2m Ditch cut 

8900 4.7m 3.5m c. 1.2m Ditch cut 

Feature No. Cut from Cut to Depth Comments 

81000 4.8m 3.5m c.1.2m Ditch cut 

81100 4.8m 3.9m 1.17m Ditch cut 

11200 4.8m 4.5m 0.72m Ditch cut-full depth unclear 

11300 4.8m 4.6m 0.25m Ditch cut 

11400 4. 8m 4.5m 0.3m Ditch cut-fuJJ depth unclear 

11100 c.4.9m c.4.6m 0.3m ?Layer 

12200 4.7m 3.9m 0.75m Ditch cut 

12300 4.75m 3.8m 0.95m Ditch cut 

12400 4.7m - - Ditch cut-full depth unclear 

14100 4. 8m - - Ditch cut-full depth unclear 

14200 4.9m - - Ditch cut-full depth unclear 

Nb. All heights are above ordnance datum (a.o.d. ) 



Field No. Feature No. Cut from Cut to Depth Comments 

14 14300 4.9m - - Ditch cut-full depth unclear 

14 14400 4.9m - - Ditch cut 

14 14500 5.0m c.4.2m c.0.8m Ditch cut 

14 14600 4.7m 3.85m 0.85m Ditch cut 

17 17100 - 4.4m - Ditch cut 

36 36100 c.5m 3.6m lAm Ditch cut 

39 39100 - - - Ditch cut-modern feature 

39 39200 5.08m 4.18m 0.9m Ditch cut 

39 39300 5.07m 3.97m l.lm Ditch cut 

39 39400 5.15m 4.05m l.lm Ditch cut 

39 39500 5.17m 3.97m 1.2m Ditch cut 

Nb. All heights are above ordnance datum (a.o.d.) 
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