
HER: 9-Y {I 
--t------------- EVENT: /04-'2- -

SOURCE: J4-o3 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 
OF THE STAGE 3 AREA AT 

FARNHAM QUARRY, RUNFOLD 

uNIT 



AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF THE STAGE 3 AREA AT 
FARNHAM QUARRY, RUNFOLD FARM 

Surrey County Archaeological Unit 
Surrey History Centre 

130 Goldsworth Rd, Woking, GU21 lND 
Telephone 01483 594 634 Facsimile 01483 594 637 

Project Manager 
Author 
Date 
NGR 
Client 

Rob Poulton 
Graham Hayman 
241

h April, 2001 
Su A 8744 4835 

Hanson Aggregates 

The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of the Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit and is not for publication to third parties without the prior written 

consent of Surrey County Council 



Introduction 

Between 9th and 12th April, 2001, staff of the Surrey County Archaeological Unit 

completed a field evaluation at Runfold Farm Quarry, Runfold (fig 1 ). This work 

examined the archaeological potential of the Stage 3 area, and of a narrow access 

corridor required to link this with Stage 1 (fig 2). Previous work in 1991/ 2, along 

the line of the A31 (which forms the southern boundary to the quarry and to Stage 

3), and in 1999/ 2000, within the Stage 1 area of the quarry itself, has revealed 

features of prehistoric, Roman, and medieval origin, and established considerable 

interest in the area. Some limited fieldwalking work undertaken within the quarry 

area at the time of the excavations in 1991/ 2 identified a concentration of calcined 

flints, and a concentration of Roman pottery, both lying close to the southern 

boundary, and a more widespread programme of fieldwalking undertaken at the 

same time produced other, less concentrated, finds of prehistoric, Roman, and 

medieval origin. 

Methodology 

The evaluation was achieved using a tracked mechanical excavator with a 

toothless bucket to excavate 40 trial trenches within the designated area (fig 2). 

The trenches varied between 20m and 35m in length, were 2m wide, and were 

between 0.25m and 1m deep depending on the stratigraphy encountered (see 

below). All features of potential archaeological interest were sampled by manual 

excavation in an attempt to produce material by which they could be dated. 

Results 

The stratigraphy encountered in the majority of trenches consisted of 0.20 - 0.30m 

of ploughsoil over the undisturbed 'natural' geology of orange-yellow sandy clay 

with flints. Elsewhere the topsoil was seen to overlie 0.10- 0.35m of brown subsoil, 

and in the three deepest trenches (17, 20, and 23) this overlay either a black, 

humic, deposit or a dark grey silty clay; th·e deepest trenches sampled three of the 

distinct topographical hollows that are present in the Stage 3 area. Features of 

archaeological interest were discovered in six of the trial trenches, and are 

summarised below (see fig 3 for illustration of these features): 
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Trench 1 

This trench produced part of a large ditch, 102, which was a maximum of 0.54m 

deep, where sampled, but produced no finds. The profile of the feature suggested 

that it had been recut at some time, and its relationship to the overlying subsoil 

layer (1 01 ), suggested that it was not of recent origin. 

Trench 3 

This trench produced a narrow gully, 105, that was sealed by 0.25m of brown 

subsoil, 104. This feature produced a small (abraded) sherd of Roman pottery, a 

fragment of Roman brick, and a small piece of baked clay or daub, and seems most 

likely to be of Roman origin. 

Trench 15 

The removal of 0.25m of dark, humic, topsoil during the machining of this trench 

revealed the natural geology and a number of irregularly shaped, interlinked, black 

humic hollows which were numbered 107 A, B, and C. Several sherds of 

prehistoric, probably Bronze Age, pottery and occasional pieces of calcined flint 

were recovered from 1 07 A, while 1 078 produced just calcined flint , and 1 07C was 

not sampled. The profiles of 107 A and B were as uneven as their appearance in 

plan, and there seemed little doubt that these were not deliberately dug features, 

but were more probably the result of water action (probably during the period 

indicated by the finds recovered). 

Trench 28 

This trench revealed three features, 111, 112, and 113. 111 may have been a ditch 

terminal, part of a pit, or a clearance feature (the latter being suggested by its 

slightly irregular shape in profile), and produced three sherds of Roman pottery 

which seem most likely to date it. 112 was almost certainly a clearance feature, it 

being irregular in plan and profile with root runs projecting into the undisturbed 

geology, but produced pottery of prehistoric (probably Bronze Age) and Roman 

date, so seems most likely to be of ancient origin. 113 was a small, post hole sized 

feature with a dark fill which contained numerous pieces of calcined flint. A tiny 

scrap of prehistoric pottery was observed within the fill , but this disintegrated upon 

its removal from the ground. 
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Trench 30 

This trench revealed part of a large pit, 114, which was found to be approximately 

1m deep where sampled, and to contain five deposits of fill (115A-E) . The fill 

produced just one animal bone and several large nodules of flint , so the feature 

could not be dated, but its appearance suggests that it is most likely to be of ancient 

origin. The trench also revealed parts of two ditches, 116 and 117, which likewise 

could not be dated, though the fills of these contexts suggested that they were 

probably of relatively recent origin. 

Trench 35 

This trench revealed a curious ancient feature , 118, a gully, 124, which was not 

sampled, but had a similar fill to 118, and parts of three ditches, 121 , 122, and 123, 

which were also not sampled but seemed most likely to have been of relatively 

recent origin. 118 consisted of a short, curvilinear, gully, which ended in a bulbous 

terminal, and was cut by each of the ditches. The bulbous term inal was not 

excavated, but seems most likely to be a large pit, or a water hole, but the gully was 

sampled at two points (119, and 120), and produced several decorated sherds of 

early Roman pottery. The profile within segment 119 suggested that the gully 

probably terminated just to the north of this point. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The evaluation revealed a limited number of features of archaeological interest, but 

enabled the identification of three areas where a limited amount of further work is 

recommended (see fig 2). 

Area A 

It is recommended that a watching brief accompanies the removal of overburden 

material from this area, to enable the courses of ditches 102, and 105 to be traced, 

and to enable further samples of these, and/ or any other features revealed here, to 

be excavated. A watching brief has already been recommended for the soil which 

remains to be stripped from the Stage 1 area, immediately to the north. It is further 

recommended that the soil stripping to be done within these areas is completed by 

a machine equipped with a toothless bucket, which will enable any features present 

to be quickly identified. 

3 



Areas 8 and C 

It is recommended that the overburden material is removed from these areas as 

part of a controlled strip under the direct supervision of an archaeological officer. 

This will enable features 114, 118, and 124 to be investigated further, the presumed 

recent ditches to be sampled, and other features revealed to be investigated. Both 

areas exist upon topographically elevated areas lying between some of the hollows 

noted above - as such they seem likely locations for ancient activity, the hollows 

being prone to flooding. The southern end of Area B is very close to the burnt flint 

scatter identified by the previous work undertaken in the vicinity (and still highly 

visible, though lying just beyond the intended limit of extraction), which is a further 

indicator of ancient activity hereabouts. The shape of the areas indicated on fig 2 is 

provisional, and may vary accordingly if significant remains are discovered. 
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fig 1 Farnham Quarry, evaluation of stage 3 area: general location. 
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fig 2 Farnham Quarry, evaluation of stage 3 area: location of trenches. 
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fig 3 Farnham Quarry, evaluation of stage 3 area: plans of features identified. 
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