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EVALUATION AT LOVE'S GROVE, WORCESTER (HWCM 9552) 

Rachel Edwards, Assistant Archaeological Field Officer 

1) Summary 

An evaluation excavation was carried out in the Love's Grove Car Park in advance of development 

proposed by Roman Homes (Developments) Ltd. The site lies to the north of the Roman and medieval 

centre of Worcester. A Roman cobbled surface and a layer of agricultural soil were located in the eastern 

part of the site, but all other deposits were post-medieval in date. 

2) Introduction 

Love's Grove is situated to the north of the historic core of the city of Worcester, at NGR 8474 5544. The 

evaluation was carried out in an area currently occupied by a car park, bounded on the east by Britannia 

Road, by Castle Street to the south, and by Love's Grove to the west (Fig 1). The former County Council 

Offices still stand, but are unoccupied, and there are other unused buildings on the Castle Street 

frontage. No previous archaeological investigation has been undertaken on the site, but knowledge of 

archaeological deposits in areas to the south and north suggest that this is an area of good potential for 

the survival of Roman deposits, and possibly those of other periods as well. The site is the subject of 

development proposals liable to result in the destruction of any such archaeological deposits. 

Topographically Worcester lies in the valley of the River Severn, just above its confluence with the Teme. 

The historic core of the city is situated on the east bank of the river, on a terrace of sand and gravel which 

rises to a height of c 26m OD (Worcester Terrace, Palmer 1982) overlying Mercian Mudstone (Keuper 

Marl). Settlement dates as far back as the Iron Age and continued, with varying degrees of intensity, 

through the Roman and medieval periods to the present day (Barker 1969, 9-42). 

A Roman road, whose line is projected from earlier sightings at Blackfriars (HWCM 378; Mundy 1985) 

and Farrier Street (HWCM 8229; Darlington 1989), was expected to pass across the site on a north to 

south alignment. At Farrier Street (Darlington 1989) the road was accompanied by remains associated 

with the Roman iron industry, residues of which have also been noted at Pitchcroft. Industrial activities 

may have flanked the Roman road for some distance to the north of the town centre. Further to the 

north the massive circular sandstone foundations discovered in Britannia Square in 1829 are now 

interpreted as a probable Romano-British temple (HWCM 231) and are scheduled as a nationally 

important ancient monument under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

(Hereford and Worcester County Monument No 343(e)). A large number of coins of 4th century date 
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came from the same area, and groundworks for houses on the north-west corner of Moor Street and 

Britannia Road are reported to have revealed mosaic paving (Dominic Perring pers comm). In general, 

the deposits to be expected in this extra-mural, roadside zone would include cemeteries and perhaps also 

domestic occupation. 

Plan analysis of 19th century maps and other earlier sources in a forthcoming study of Worcester (Baker 

pers comm) indicates that although medieval occupation did extend as far to the north of the city centre 

as Love's Grove, it was, however, confined to the land bounded by the Tything to the east and Britannia 

Road to the west. This settlement formed part of a suburb, probably representing a planned unit, 

extending for a distance of almost 600m along Foregate Street and the Tything. The evaluation area, west 

of Britannia Road, does not fall within this habitation area, and can probably be assumed to have been in 

agricultural use during the medieval period. 

For the post-medieval period two maps give further information on the use to which the area was put. 

Young's map of 1779 (Fig 2) shows the land east of Love's Grove as small garden plots resembling 

allotments. The 1886 First Series Ordnance Survey map (Fig 3) shows the evaluation area occupied by 

houses fronting onto Castle Street in the south-western part; by the Presbyterian chapel of Christ 

Church in the south-east, and by "Court no 3" in the north-east. 

3) Aims 

The aims of the evaluation were to locate archaeological deposits and determine, if present, their extent, 

state of preservation, date, type, vulnerability, documentation, quality of setting and amenity value. The 

purpose of this was to establish their significance, since this would make it possible to recommend an 

appropriate treatment which could then be integrated with the proposed development programme. 

4) Method 

Three trenches (Trenches 1, 2 and 3, Fig 4) were excavated by machine to natural deposits or significant 

archaeological deposits. Trenches 1 and 2 were situated in positions which would allow the Roman road 

to be located, on the basis of the alignment projected from the sightings at Blackfriars and Farrier Street. 

Trench 3 was designed to test the deposits in the western part of the site, in particular for the presence of 

cellars. The strata revealed were cleaned by hand, photographed, drawn and recorded according to 

standard Archaeology Section recording practice (Archaeology Section Recording System ASl 02/88, AS2 

02/88, AS3 06/87, ASS 02/88). Selected deposits were then excavated and recorded individually. 
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5) Analysis 

Three phases were identified: 

Phase 1 Natural deposits 

Phase 2 Roman deposits 

Phase 3 Post-medieval deposits 

Phase 1 Natural deposits 

Clean natural sand deposits were identified in Trench 2 (context 108) and Trench 3 (203). These were 

overlain in Trench 3 by a layer of river gravel (202), somewhat contaminated by the overlying post

medieval loam (201). In Trench 2 the clean sand lay beneath a layer of fine sandy loam (107) which 

contained no pottery or other artefacts and is therefore interpreted as a natural deposit, as is a similar 

deposit located in Trench 1 (17). 

Phase 2 Roman deposits 

The deposits of Roman date encountered in Trench 1 consisted of a cobbled surface (13), which was cut 

by two pits (16 and 19) and sealed a small cut feature (21); (Fig 5). 

The fill of the small feature (21) contained iron slag, pot sherds and a few pebbles. The feature was 

circular, 0.25m in diameter, and only 0.10m deep. 

The surface (13; Fig 5), consisted of a layer of cobbles, one pebble thick (max 0.06m), which also 

contained considerable quantities of pottery and some iron slag. It faded out at the east end of the site, 

but continued beyond the excavated area to the west. 

Of the two pits which cut the surface, 16 was the larger, measuring 1.6m east to west where it cut the 

surface, and l.Om at its base. Only part of this feature was within the excavated area, and this suggested 

a sub-square or sub-rectangular shape with a flat base and near-vertical sides. It contained two fills, the 

upper of which (14) was a dark-brown (10YR 2/2) loam with pottery, slag, tile, and the occasional piece of 

limestone and sandstone, some of it building material. Bone preservation within this feature was poor. 

The lower fill (15) was sandier, and contained generally the same range of materials as the upper, with 

the addition of occasional small iron fragments. 

3 



Pit 19 was smaller; 0.6m in diameter, sub-circular in plan, with a concave base and sloping concave sides. 

The fill (18) contained the same range of materials as 15: pebbles, cobbles, sandstone, limestone, slag, 

charcoal, pot, bone, brick/tile and iron fragments. 

Roman activity in Trench 2 consisted only of a layer of dark grey sandy loam (106) which contained a 

large quantity of Roman pottery and a few small pieces of bone. The cobbled surface in Trench 1 did not 

extend as far south and west as this. 

No deposits of Roman date were located in Trench 3. 

Phase 3 Post-medieval deposits 

Post-medieval deposits in Trench 1 consisted of make-up layers for the modern car park surface, 

overlying a thin destruction layer relating to the levelling of the buildings which previously stood on the 

site. A brick wall two bricks thick, aligned east to west ran the whole length of the trench, and was 

abutted to the south by a series of walls one brick thick. 

A number of brick structures appeared in Trenches 2 and 3, but here again no related floor or ground 

surfaces survived. A culvert or cellar passage (existing as a void) was located at the north-west corner of 

Trench 2, which also contained a substantial concrete wall foundation aligned north to south, and a 

portion of cellar or basement which still contained a deposit of coal. In Trench 3 there were a number of 

brick culverts, the base of a cistern and a brick well. 

The brick features were cut into a dark brown loamy soil containing post-medieval and earlier pottery. 

6) Discussion 

Of the Roman deposits, the surface (13) requires discussion although the size of the excavated area 

makes interpretation somewhat difficult. 

Archaeologically, the evidence is as follows. The surface consists of a thin layer (0.1m) of cobbles, of 

somewhat patchy density (Fig 5), also containing some iron slag and a considerable quantity of sherds of 

pottery, which in the western half of the exposed area showed a generally greater degree of 

fragmentation and abrasion. The layer faded out at the east end of the trench; no ditch or other feature 

marked its edge. It was cut by two pits of Roman date. 
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The fact that the surface was located on the projected line of the road recorded at Blackfriars and Friar 

Street prompts the suggestion that it may represent its northern continuation. However, it differs from 

the southern exposures in a number of respects. The surface (13) is much thinner and less substantial 

than the road surfaces recorded at Blackfriars and Friar Street. It is of only one phase, whereas at 

Blackfriars there were three and at Friar Street two distinct phases of road metalling. Given that in these 

two areas several phases were recorded, the likelihood is that the road was used for a considerable length 

of time. The surface at Love's Grove shows no evidence that this was the case. Nor was it subjected to 

heavy use, since there are no signs of wheel ruts, and the pottery in the cobbled layer although more 

abraded in the western part of the trench than the eastern, was in general not so fragmented as to 

suggest that it had been crushed through heavy trampling. Although an edge to the surface was present 

at the eastern end of the excavated trench, there was no ditch or other clear demarcation to a roadside or 

pavement surface such as that present at Blackfriars (Mundy pers comm). The minimum width of the 

surface at Love's Grove, if it does represent a linear spread aligned north to south, would be 13.5m, and 

its maximum width would be 19.8m. The total width of the road at Blackfriars can be put at 13m, so it is 

not possible to reject the possibility that the surface is a road on the grounds of excessive width, if the 

minimum 13.5m measurement were assumed to be correct. 

Given the size of the excavated trench the evidence for layer 13 being a road can only be circumstantial, 

extrapolated from the presence of a road line further south. Without a greater exposure of the surface to 

indicate its full extent and alignment it is impossible to state for certain what it does represent. Any 

number of suggestions might be made; for example the surface may be a pedestrian walkway leading to 

the temple in Britannia Square, or it may perhaps represent a courtyard surface or a combination of any 

of these. 

The lack of any other features of Roman date in the excavated trenches indicates that the area was not 

subject to intensive use during this period. The nature of context 106 in Trench 2, in particular the 

presence of pottery, suggests that it represents an agricultural soil which has been fertilised with 

household refuse. Although iron slag was present in not inconsiderable quantities in both Roman and 

later contexts, there was no direct evidence to suggest that any ironworking was taking place in this area. 

In the medieval period, on the basis of the evidence of plan analysis, together with the fact that there 

were no features and very little medieval material on the site, it is suggested that the area was in 

agricultural use. 

On the evidence of the 1779 map (Fig 2) the postulated agricultural use of the area can be extended 

probably until the 19th century. The post-medieval deposits found during the excavation consisted in the 

main of brick structures most ofwhich can be related to the buildings shown on the 1886 map (Fig 3). 
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Between the Roman period and the 19th century development of the area a deposit c 0.5m thick of dark 

brown loamy soil accumulated, sealing the Roman deposits, and it was into this that the late post

medieval features were cut. 

In Trench 1, the brick walls recorded in section (2-8) can be identified as belonging to the buildings on 

the south side of "Court no 3" shown on the First Series Ordnance Survey map of 1886 (Fig 3). No 

surfaces relating to these survived. It was not possible to relate the brick structures located in Trenches 2 

and 3 to the buildings shown on the map. The concrete wall foundation aligned north to south in Trench 

2 was relatively substantial, as might have been expected for a wall belonging to the Presbyterian chapel 

shown in this part of the site. However, it was not in the right position to represent the external east wall 

of the building. 

7) Conclusions 

The evaluation demonstrated the presence of Roman deposits at the eastern side of the site, but it is not 

possible firmly to establish whether the surface located does actually represent the road which would be 

expected to pass through this area. As the evidence from plan analysis of the modern built-up area 

suggested, there was little evidence for medieval activity in the evaluation area. Development here began 

in the late post-medieval period. 

8) Recommendations 

This report and its recommendations are prepared for advisory purposes only and take account solely of 

archaeological issues. They are not intended to prejudice the determination of any application for 

planning permission. 

The following recommendation is made: 

Should the area of the Roman surface be affected by development (foundations or services etc) a 

watching brief should be undertaken. The schematic section shown in Figure 5 indicates the depth of the 

surface below modern ground level. 

Should the Archaeology Section be requested to undertake this, a financial contribution would be 

required from the developer. Notification of the proposed works should be given in writing four weeks 

prior to the commencement of groundworks. 
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Attention is drawn to the culvert or cellar passage in Trench 2 and the well in Trench 3 (Fig 4) which 

may have engineering implications. 
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All primary records and finds are kept at: 

Archaeology Section 

Hereford and Worcester County Council 

Tetbury Drive 

Warndon 

Worcester WR4 9LS 

Tel Worcester (0905) 58608 

A security copy of the archive has been placed at: 

12) Abbreviations 

Hereford and Worcester County Museum 

Hartlebury Castle 

Hartlebury 

Near Kidderminster 

Worcestershire DYll 7XZ 

TclHartlebury(0299)250416 

Numbers prefixed with "HWCM" are the primary reference numbers used by the Hereford and 

Worcester County Sites and Monuments Record. 
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