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ABERDEENSHIRE

- Standing Building Survey -

1. Background
1.1 A standing building survey was required for a small farm cottage at

Aikenshill, Foveran, Aberdeenshire, prior to its partial demolition as part of the

development of a new replacement dwelling.

1.2 The archaeological condition (Conditions 4 & 5) was applied in the context of

planning legislation (PAN 2/2011, SPP, SHEP), which states that it is necessary for

developers to arrange for archaeological work to take place prior to development, in

appropriate circumstances. Planning Application Number:  APP/2011/4300.

1.3 A Level 1 Standing Building Survey was required which includes measured

floor plans, a written account of the building’s plan, form, function, age and

development sequence in addition to a photographic survey.

1.4 Murray Archaeological Services Ltd was commissioned to undertake the work

by Stephen G. Brown Architect Ltd on behalf of his clients Shona and James Duthie.

The site element of the survey was completed on the 23rd August 2012.

2.  Desk-top survey
2.1 A search was carried out in the Sites and Monuments Record, Archaeology

Service, Aberdeenshire Council and in the Sites and Monuments Records of the Royal

Commission for Ancient and Historic Monuments in Scotland (RCAHMS) through

Canmore, Canmap and Pastmap.

2.2 The 1st, 2nd and 3rd edition Ordnance Survey maps were consulted.
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2.3 Site plans of the site were kindly supplied by Stephen G. Brown Architect Ltd

and have been annotated and used as a basis for detailed plans of the observed areas.

3. The Site
3.1 The site lies at c 70m OD on the E slope of a rolling hill with wide views to

the E. It is to the W of the A90 Aberdeen to Ellon road up a farm track, some 2km S

of Foveran.

Parish: Foveran

GPS: 396863, 821949

RCAHMS No: NJ92SE 44

Aberdeenshire SMR Nos: NJ92SE0052; NJ92SE0121

3.2 The development refers to the small cottage and attached building to the NE of

the farmhouse and S of the steading. The standing building report is confined to the

cottage although the development of the whole Aikenshill complex is discussed.

4. Documentary evidence
4.1 Roy’s Military Map of 1747/55 shows several small settlements in the

Aikenshill area, the nearest Aichinshill (sic) being a cluster of three buildings with

trees. The area around Aikenshill is shown as rig and furrow cultivation.

4.2 The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 25” map, surveyed in 1866 (published 1870.

Aberdeen Sheet LVI.4. (Foveran)) shows the house and the Improved steading, much

of which survives although much altered. It is a U-shaped steading with a narrower

freestanding S range across the open end of the courtyard. A road runs along the S

side of the S range with the L-plan house to the S of the road. A small freestanding

building also lies to the S of the road, to the NW of the house. The cottage which is

the subject of the present survey is not shown.
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Illus 1 1st edition OS map (25”/mile) surveyed 1866, published 1870 (www.nls.ac.uk)

Illus 2 2nd edition 6”/mile Ordnance Survey of 1899 (pub 1900) (www.nls.ac.uk)

4.3 By the 2nd edition 25”/mile Ordnance Survey of 1899 (published 1900.

Aberdeenshire Sheet 056.04) the buildings remain substantially the same but an

additional small freestanding building- the cottage that is the subject of the present

report – has been built to the NE of the house and S of the road between the house and

steading.

www.nls.ac.uk
www.nls.ac.uk
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5 Methodology
5.1 The ground plans have been annotated to show details and to indicate

differences in the building materials which may help in understanding the

development and history of the building.

5.2 The areas recorded were photographed. The full set of photographs will be

supplied on CD for the archive and an annotated plan in the present report

indicates the position of each (Appendix 1).

Illus 3  View of N facade of buildings

6 The Buildings

6.1 The House

The farmhouse was not part of the present survey. It is shown on the 1st edition

OS map with a fairly formal garden. It has a main 2 ½ storey block facing S with a

lower N wing forming an L-plan. It is shown on the 1st OS map of 1866 and probably

dates from the first half of the 19th century. It is larger than many of the farmhouses in

the area and suggests that the original farm was of some size.
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6.2 The Steading

At the time of the survey the steading remains with some fine original features,

although substantially altered in places. It is not currently being developed and is not

part of the present survey.

Illus 4  Steading

6.3 The Building to NW of the house

The building shown to the NW of the house on the 1st and 2nd OS maps (illus 1, 2) has

been replaced by a modern shed.

Illus 5 The cottage (LHS) in relation to the S range of the steading (RHS)
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6.3 The Cottage

The cottage appears to have been built between 1866 (1st OS map) and 1899 (2nd O S

map). It has more recently been extended on the E end.

In plan there is the original stone built cottage (C) running E-W, with the

bothy/grieve’s cottage facing N towards the steading and with a blank S wall towards

the farmhouse. A slightly lower block divided into two compartments (D, E) appears

to have been an early addition (pre-1899) on the E end. A breeze bock addition and

toilet on the W end are of later 20th century construction.

Illus 6 Blank S wall of cottage facing towards the farmhouse

Illus 7 Annotated plan (Based on plan courtesy of Stephen G. Brown Architect Ltd)
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Description

Dimensions Width of whole block: 5.8m externally. Length of cottage (C) externally:

8m. Length of lower E addition (D, E): 10m.

Modern E extension (B). Length: 5m, with toilet (A) 1.5 x 2m.

Walls The main cottage (C) had good horizontally coursed rubble with some granite

blocks remaining at the corner rybats. Stones around the door and window openings

of the N wall were generally smaller but appear to be original. The actual surrounds of

the door and windows and the corners of the chimneys were of buff-coloured bricks

(230x115x80mm). The use of some brick is less surprising as Tipperty Brick and Tile

Works  (NMRS No: NJ92NE 22) some 4.5km to the N of Aikenshill was in

production from pre-1860 to 1980 and only a little further away Aberdeen had

brickworks at Clayhills and Seaton from the 1770s onwards.

Illus 8 Door and chimney of cottage showing brick detailing

The lower W end of the 19th-century block had similar stonework along the N wall,

with no visible break in the foundation courses between the two ends of the building.

However, the W gable of the block is in marked contrast to the rubble stone of the E
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gable or S walls of the original cottage, being constructed of larger squared blocks

rather than rubble. This may however have been a deliberate intention to build a finer

wall at the end nearest the farmhouse.

Illus 9  E gable of cottage with modern extensions (A, B)

Illus 10 W gable of building E showing contrast in stonework with the E gable above.

The S walls of the W end (D and E) have been rebuilt with concrete blocks and

timber. The E block and the toilet (B, A) are of harled concrete blocks.

Roof  A, B. Single pitched roofs with corrugated asbestos cladding.
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Cottage (C) Ridged with ashlar skews and skew ends. Sarking remained but slates had

been removed before the survey. Two rectangular stone chimneys with decorative

brick corners. Ceramic pot nearby may derive from this building.

Building D, E. Ridged with E end abutting the W gable of the cottage and gable with

plain ashlar skews and skew ends to the W. Slated.

Modern E extension and toilet (B, A)

N wall

D1  W: 900mm  H: 1.70m.

D2 W: 1.18m  H: 2.00m Concrete blocked.

S wall

D10 W: 850mm  H: 1.9m. Up 4 steps from lower ground to S.

Interior   No features.

Function A: toilet for farm workers, with door opening towards steading.

B: Original function unclear but had access towards the steading (now

blocked) as well as the access to farmhouse yard. Recent use as fuel store.

Cottage (C)

The original cottage only has openings in the N wall, facing the steading.

Illus 11  N wall of cottage

N wall
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W1 W: 920mm  H: 1.55m. Grey granite lintel. Bricks at sides. 2-pane sash

window, top pane with two astragals.

D3 W: 1.07m   H: 2.32m with step c. 250mm up from yard. Vertical pitch pine

door with blocked double light above. Granite lintel. Bricks at sides as with

windows.

W2 W: 920mm  H: 1.53m. Grey granite lintel. Bricks at sides. 2-pane sash

window, lower pane with two astragals.

Illus 12 W fireplace

Interior Traces in paint of ceiling of original partitions to form lobby, probably with

small central back room, flanked by the kitchen/living room to the E and the

bedroom to the W.

Walls and ceiling of pitch pine painted cream on walls, white on ceiling. Floor

wooden planks with some lino squares. Both windows have wide wooden sills,

the E window, in the kitchen, having shelves below.

 E end central fireplace with stone lintel and sides. Would have held small

range of which only a portion of cast iron remains. W end. Central fireplace

with brick surround and wooden mantelpiece. A semi-circular grate surround

appears to be cut down from a wheel.

A recent hatch cut through ceiling to loft above. No obvious original access to

loft.
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Electricity had been installed.

Function

Farm worker’s cottage, probably for the grieve.

W end building (D, E)

N wall

W3 W: 840mm  H: 1.14m Granite lintel. Bricks sides. 9 astragal fixed window.

D4 W: 1.07m  H: 2.00m externally. Interior H: 1.85m with floor lowered to c.

500mm below the exterior. Granite lintel. Brick sides. Blocked with concrete

blocks.

D5 W: 1.07m  H: 2.00m Granite lintel. Brick sides. Blocked with concrete

blocks.

W wall

W4 W: 620mm  H: 1.0m. Granite lintel. Brick sides. Modern replacement window.

D6 W: 1.02m  H: 1.90m Granite lintel. Brick sides. Modern replacement door.

W5 W: 620mm  H: 1.0m. Granite lintel. Brick sides. Modern replacement window.

S wall

D7 W: 2.00m  H: 2.00m. Modern garage type timber doors with window above.

D8 W: 2.30m  H: 2.08m Vertical timber blocking with door inserted. Bricks up

W side suggest an earlier, narrower opening.

D9 W: 2.30m  H: 2.08m Vertical timber blocking. Bricks up E side suggest an

earlier, narrower opening.

Interior

The interior of both D and E appear to have been lowered by c. 500mm to the

level of the farmhouse yard to the S. D has a concrete floor.

Area E appears to have stone shelves against N wall. These may be original

but it was not possible to examine them as this area used for storage.

Function

The W end of the building (E) may have been a milk house. This would

certainly fit with its position between the steading and the kitchen end of the

farmhouse. It would also make sense of the stone shelves if these are original.

There is no evidence of the original function of area D. It originally appears to

have focussed towards the steading. The lack of chimney makes it unlikely as

extra housing for workers. It may have been a workshop/store.
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7 Discussion
Aikenshill is a fairly typical example of a larger Aberdeenshire improvement farm,

probably dating from c. 1800-1850 with development throughout the 19th century

(Glendinning and Wade Martins 2008, 119-120).

The cottage and possibly the now missing building to the NW of the farmhouse reflect

both the need for accommodation for the farm workers and in the later 19th century

the increasing desire of slightly wealthier farmers to distance themselves from the

steading and provide some privacy for the farmhouse itself (Glendinning and Wade

Martins 2008, 85-6).

8. References
Glendinning, M and Wade Martins, S  2008 Buildings of the Land: Scotland’s Farms

1750-2000 Edinburgh: RCAHMS.

Roy. Military Map of 1747-55 on line at http://www.nls.uk/maps

9.  Archive
A full set of photographs with the photo location plan will be supplied on CD to the

Aberdeenshire SMR in Aberdeen and to the NMRS.

http://www.nls.uk/maps
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Appendix 1: Photographic archive

Illus 13  Location of photographs
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Illus 14 Plan and elevations courtesy of Stephen G. Brown Architect Ltd


