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SUMMARY 

WA Archaeology Ltd were commissioned by Alpha Design, on behalf of their clients 

Hearthstone Homes Limited, to undertake an archaeological desk-based assessment of 

an area of land on the east side of Moor Road, Stainburn, Workington (NGR NY 024 

285) prior to the proposed submission of a planning application for redevelopment of 

the site to residential use. 

Due to the historic nature of the landscape in which the proposed development area is 

located, a desk-based assessment has been undertaken to assess the potential for 

archaeological remains to survive on the site, and to consider the impact that any 

development may have on existing heritage assets such as listed buildings, 

conservation areas and scheduled ancient monuments.  

The desk-based assessment has revealed that although there is some evidence for land 

use and occupation in the area around Stainburn in the prehistoric, Roman and early 

medieval periods, this evidence is relatively scarce and at present there is no indication 

that the land on which the proposed development is located was utilised during these 

periods.  

The village of Stainburn appears to have been in existence in the medieval period, as 

evidenced by references to a chapel, documented sources referring to the manor house 

being destroyed by the Scots, and the existence of fossilised strip fields to the south. 

The proposed development area appears to have been located on the periphery of this 

settlement, and may have actually been situated on waste or common land. 

Throughout the post medieval period, the settlement of Stainburn remained relatively 

static and agricultural in character with the only industrialisation being small scale and 

consisting of the tannery to the west of the village, and the site and infrastructure of the 

Water Works. The field in which the proposed development site is located may have 

been formed as part of the enclosure of waste or common land in the early 19th century. 

The site remained agricultural in character throughout the late 19th and into the 20th 

century. 

Recent archaeological work in the field immediately opposite the proposed 

development area on Moor Road has revealed no evidence for archaeological remains 

to survive on that site apart from a former field boundary. It is possible that a field 

boundary may exist within the proposed development area, as suggested by an aerial 

photograph of 1948, although this boundary was not shown on historical mapping 

from the 1860s until the present day. 

There are no designated heritage assets, such as listed buildings or scheduled ancient 

monuments, or non-designated heritage assets, located within close proximity to the 

proposed development area. The settings of the heritage assets identified within a 1km 

radius of the site are unlikely to be adversely affected by the proposed development. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 WA Archaeology Ltd were commissioned by Alpha Design, on behalf of 

their clients Hearthstone Homes Limited,  to compile an archaeological desk-

based assessment of an area of land on the east side of Moor Road, Stainburn, 

Workington (NGR NY 024 285) in advance of a proposed planning 

application for a residential development on the site.  

1.2 The assessment involved the consultation of readily-available sources in 

order to assess the potential for archaeological remains to exist or survive 

sub-surface on the site.  
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT 

2.1.1 The desk-based assessment involved the consultation of a number of 

existing datasets in order to achieve an understanding of the nature of the 

existing resource regarding the geographical, topographical, archaeological 

and historical context of the proposed development area.  

2.1.2 The assessment involved the consultation of the county Historic 

Environment Record (HER) database in the first instance, following by the 

collection of historic maps housed at Carlisle Library Local Studies and 

Carlisle Archives Centre. Several published and unpublished sources were 

also consulted including the Transactions of the Cumberland and 

Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society, and reports on 

previous archaeological work.  

2.1.3 The desk-based assessment was undertaken in accordance with the Institute 

for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based 

Assessment (IfA 2011).  

2.2 REPORTING 

2.2.1 A copy of the report will be deposited with the Cumbria Historic 

Environment Record in Kendal where viewing will be made available upon 

request.   

2.2.2 WA Archaeology Ltd and Cumbria County Council Historic Environment 

Service support the Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological 

InvestigationS (OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an on-line 

index and access to the extensive and expanding body of grey literature, 

created as a result of developer-funded archaeological work. As a result, 

details of the results of this project will be made available by WA 

Archaeology Ltd, as a part of this national project. 
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3 SITE LOCATION  

3.1  The village of Stainburn is located approximately two kilometres to the east 

of the town of Workington, on the south side of the River Derwent (Figure 

1).   

3.2 The proposed development area is located to the south side of the village of 

Stainburn, on the east side of Moor Road, in a field immediately to the south 

of modern housing on Wentworth Park (Figure 2).  

3.3 The Countryside Commission places the landscape in which the proposed 

development area on Moor Road is located in a character area known as the 

‘West Cumbria Coastal Plain’. This area has a fascinating character of 

contrasts as its geographical position gave it importance for trade and as a 

communications route. The richness of mineral deposits of coal and iron ore 

in particular have given it an industrial history which has continued to the 

present day. This industrial character is overlain on relatively rich 

agricultural land and has the effect of distributing ‘urban’ communities in a 

rural landscape and scattering urban fringe characteristics throughout the 

area (Countryside Commission 1998, 25).  

3.4 Inland from Workington, the landscape is dominated by the broad flood 

plain of the river Derwent which flows westwards from Bassenthwaite Lake 

through Cockermouth before it reaches the Irish Sea. The Derwent Valley 

forms a flat, linear, pastoral landscape, subdivided by hedgerows and 

hedgerow trees and semi-natural woodlands on the river bluffs to the north 

and south, and is intensively grazed by sheep and cattle. The landscape 

provides a contrast with the reclaimed former ironworks and colliery 

landscapes which surround Workington (ibid, 27).  
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4 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT 

4.1 INTRODUCTION  

4.1.1 The desk-based assessment involved the consultation of the county Historic 

Environment Record (HER), a database of known sites of historical or 

archaeological interest which is maintained by Cumbria County Council at 

Kendal. As well as containing information on known archaeological sites in 

Cumbria (excluding the Lake District National Park), the HER also includes 

details of the sites of Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments, and other non-designated sites, as well as information 

on previous schemes of archaeological work, and provides access to aerial 

photographs dating from the 20th century.  

4.1.2 Carlisle Library Local Studies and Carlisle Archives Centre were visited 

primarily for information from historical mapping, but also for any 

references to the site or surrounding area contained within published and 

unpublished sources, in particular in archaeological journals.  

4.1.3 The information derived from the HER and from historical mapping and 

published and unpublished sources has been combined to provide a brief 

narrative of the history of the area around the site at Stainburn, and to assess 

the archaeological potential of the site based on this information. 

4.2 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD (HER)  

4.2.1 A 1km radius search was undertaken centred on the proposed development 

area at Moor Road, Stainburn, in order to provide information on the 

character of the known and potential archaeology of the land around the 

village.  

4.2.2 HER Sites: there are a total of six sites which are presently recorded in the 

HER, located within a 1km radius of the site on Moor Road (see Appendix 1 

for more information regarding these HER entries): 

• Workington Hall (HER No. 3690): Workington Hall, chief mansion of 

the Curwens, now roofless and fallen into decay. Early in the 13th 

century Patric de Culwen removed his tower from Burrow Walls to 

this site. Tower built in 1362, license to crenellate in 1380. In 1404 a 

hall was built adjoining the north face of the tower. A second hall was 

erected on the first floor in c.1540, with two long wings added and 

court enclosed on the west side by a gatehouse c.1597. Rebuilt 1782-

1828, architect supposedly John Carr. ‘In spite of its ruinous state, 

Workington Hall is of great historical importance and contains many 

medieval features which make it unique’.  
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• River Derwent Fish Trap (HER No. 5740): site of a medieval fish trap or 

pass. 

• Clifton Open Cast Colliery, Winscales (HER No. 11487): site of an open 

cast colliery now disused. 

• Sunnyside Tannery, Workington (HER No. 11495): site of a tannery 

marked on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1867.  

• Workington Water Works, Stainburn (HER No. 11499): site of a water 

works, no longer marked on OS mapping. 

• Barepot Unclassified Cropmarks, Workington (HER No. 17693): aerial 

photographs show that the fields are covered in cropmarks [this site 

is located on the north side of the River Derwent, and only part of its 

extent sits within the 1km search radius] 

4.2.3 At present, there are no HER sites recorded within the proposed 

development area site boundary itself. 

4.2.4 Scheduled Ancient Monuments: there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

within a 1km radius of the proposed development area.  

4.2.5 Listed Buildings: there is only one listed building located within a 1km radius 

of the proposed development area, located within the earlier core of the 

village of Stainburn. This site is Stainburn Old Hall, an early 17th century 

house, listed as Grade II. The listing description for this property refers to: 

‘probably the site of the medieval manor house destroyed by the Scots in 1315, 

afterwards rebuilt and referred to in 16th century documents’ (LB No. 72302).  

4.2.6 Conservation Areas: the proposed development area on Moor Road is not 

located within or in close proximity to a Conservation Area.  

4.2.7 Registered Parks and Gardens: the 1km search radius centred on the proposed 

development area includes part of a registered park and garden, associated 

with Workington Hall located to the west and north-west of the site. The 

description for Workington Hall park notes that the landscape was laid out 

by Thomas White of Retford in the 1780s to accompany the country house. 

The work was carried out for John Christian and Isabella Curwen, John 

having married Isabella, the sole heir of Henry Curwen of Workington Hall, 

in 1782. Improvements in the grounds continued until John’s death in 1828. 

Park of the registered park and garden associated with Workington Hall, the 

Upper Park, is located to the south of the Cockermouth to Workington road 

(A66), and extends as far eastwards as the residential properties on 

Curwendale in Stainburn, and the course of the Scale Beck. The Upper Park 

also includes the model farm of Schoose Farm (Ref: GD2278). 
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4.3 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS  

4.3.1 There are two aerial photographs housed at the HER which were identified 

as potentially showing the proposed development area on Moor Road. All of 

these photographs were, however, vertical shots taken by Cumbria County 

Council and were not taken for archaeological purposes, or necessarily in 

conditions which would have highlighted potential cropmarks. 

• NY0228/2.18.17, vertical 1948: this shot shows the former rectangular 

field of which the proposed development area formed part (now 

partly built on by housing on Wentworth Park), defined by a stream 

or beck to the north, and a triangular piece of land to the south. A 

possible former field boundary may be shown crossing the area of the 

propseod development site in a south-west to north-east direction, 

but this could equally be the result of agricultural practices. 

• NY0228/2.18.18, vertical 1948: this view is essentially the same as that 

already referred to. It does, however, appear to show that some of the 

fields to the north of the site on Moor Road, were narrow and 

rectangular, possibly fossilised strip fields relating to the medieval 

village of Stainburn. 

4.3.2 Modern readily-available satellite photography was also consulted for any 

information regarding the proposed development area and its immediate 

environs. This source shows the land as an open field bounded immediately 

to the north by modern housing, and to the south by a detached property in 

its own grounds (Falcon Wood). The west and east boundaries of the field 

are defined by hedgerows. A small feature to the north side appears to be a 

playground, presumably constructed to serve the modern housing on 

Wentworth Park, and a rectangular earthwork visible at the extreme north 

end of the site, may relate to the construction of this housing in the form of a 

spoil heap. No features of archaeological interest could be observed.  

4.4 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK  

4.4.1 The HER presently records only one scheme of archaeological work which 

have been undertaken within a 1km radius of the proposed development 

area at Stainburn, as detailed below. It has been revealed during this 

research that work was carried out by Lancaster University Archaeological 

Unit on the A66 Stainburn and Great Clifton bypass in 2001, however no 

copy of this report was available for consultation at the HER and it was not 

possible to access online.  

• Land at Moor Road, Stainburn, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment and Geophysical Survey:  in 2011, CFA Archaeology Limited 
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undertook a brief desk-based assessment followed by the geophysical 

survey of land on the west side of Moor Road, Stainburn, in advance 

of the submission of a proposed planning application for a residential 

development on the site. The desk-based assessment did not identify 

any archaeological sites within the development area apart from 

former field boundaries noted on 19th century and later Ordnance 

Survey maps. For the geophysics, most of the responses recorded by 

the survey were interpreted as likely to reflect a combination of 

former agriculture and drainage. The line of the former field 

boundary shown on the Ordnance Survey mapping was traced. A 

few other relatively coherent linear responses were identified and 

classified as Uncertain Origin. The report noted that whilst there was 

the possibility that these anomalies may have reflected sections of 

ditch that may have been archaeologically significant, it seemed more 

likely that agricultural practices were responsible (CFA Archaeology 

2011).  

4.5 HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION  

4.5.1 The county HER also has information on Historic Landscape 

Characterisation for Cumbria, available to view as a GIS layer. The land on 

which the proposed development area is located is classified as ‘nucleated’, 

referring to the settlement already established to the north. The field 

immediately to the east is defined as ‘former arable land’, and of interest, the 

fields to the north side of the proposed development area, immediately to 

the east of the housing on St Andrews Road, are defined as ‘fossilsed strip 

fields’.  

4.6 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES  

4.6.1 Historical mapping dating from the 16th to the late 20th century was 

consulted at Carlisle Library and Carlisle Archive Centre. The earliest 

mapping, up until the mid-19th century, is at a small-scale and therefore does 

not provide accurate information on the form of the land on which the 

proposed development is located; however they have been referred to here 

as they provide interesting information on features in close proximity. 

4.6.2 Saxton’s Map of Cumberland 1576 (Figure 3): although at a small scale, 

Saxton’s map does appear to show that there was a prominent property at 

Stainburn, or ‘Stainborne’ as it is annotated here, in the second half of the 

16th century. It is presumed that this vignette refers to Stainburn Old Hall, or 

the site of that property.  
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4.6.3 Hodskinson and Donald’s Map of Cumberland 1774 (Figure 4): this late 18th 

century map indicates that Stainburn was essentially a linear settlement 

located on an established road from Workington to Great and Little Clifton 

to the east. Properties appear to be represented on both sides of the road in 

Stainburn, with a road leading off to the south heading towards what 

appears to be waste or common land, shown as a large stippled expanse to 

the south of the settlement, with a trackway shown leading towards 

Crossbarrow. Although this is also at a small scale, it would appear that the 

proposed development area may have formed part of this common land at 

this date. 

4.6.4 Stainburn Enclosure Map 1814 (Figure 5): although this map does not show 

much in terms of the settlement at Stainburn, it does show some of the areas 

of land which were being proposed to be enclosed in the early 19th century. 

The land on which the proposed development area is located, appears to 

have been owned or occupied by a Thomas Fishburn at this date, although 

no further information is given. The triangular piece of land located to the 

south of the proposed development area (and to the south side of Falcon 

Wood) is clearly visible as being allotted into regularly-spaced plots of land.  

4.6.5 Greenwood’s Map of Cumberland 1823 (Figure 6): Stainburn is still shown as a 

linear settlement, with a road shown leading off in a southerly direction to 

meet the road which runs between Distington and Crossbarrow. No further 

information is given regarding the settlement, for example any industrial 

sites.  

4.6.6 First Edition Ordnance Survey Map 1867 (Figure 7): this was the earliest map 

consulted to show the proposed development area in any detail, and the 

topography around the site. At this date, the land is shown as part of a 

rectangular field orientated roughly north to south, bounded by a road to 

the west, a stream or beck to the north, and field boundaries to the east and 

south. This map does not show any evidence for a former field boundary 

crossing the site which was possibly visible on the 1948 aerial photographs, 

which may indicate that it was an earlier feature. On this map, Sunnyside 

Tannery is clearly marked along with its buildings to the west of Stainburn, 

seemingly utilising a water course which flows in from the east, and the 

water works are shown to the north (both sites are recorded in the HER). 

Properties which existed in the village at that date are represented including 

the Royal Oak Inn. Possible strip fields of medieval origin are represented to 

the south side of the village, to the north of the site on Moor Road. Of 

particular interest is one of the fields to the south-west side of Stainburn is 

labelled ‘Chapel Close’ possibly indicating the site of a former chapel which 

is noted to have existed in the village in the medieval period (see 4.7.11 

below).  
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4.6.7 Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map 1900 (Figure 8): at this date, the proposed 

development area is still shown as forming part of a field to the south side of 

the village of Stainburn. There has been some increase in the number of 

buildings in the village by this date, and Sunnyside Tannery appears to have 

been enlarged.  

4.6.8 Ordnance Survey Map 1957 (Figure 9): by 1957, there appears to have been 

further development at Stainburn with the construction of properties along 

the north side of the road which leads west towards Workington; these may 

have been under construction at this time as they are shown as outlines of 

buildings rather than shaded in. The proposed development area is still 

shown as part of a larger field, with the only feature visible being a contour 

line ‘200’.  

4.6.9 Ordnance Survey Map 1967 (Figure 10): the properties along the north side, 

and part of the south side of the road from Stainburn to Workington are 

clearly shown on this map along ‘Stainburn Road’. The proposed 

development area is still shown as having been part of a larger field at this 

date. 

4.6.10 Ordnance Survey Map 1982 (Figure 11): between 1967 and the publication of 

this map in 1982, there has been extensive development at Stainburn in the 

form of the construction of housing. Residential development has taken 

place between Stainburn Road and Brierydale Lane, and in fields to the 

south of the village, either side of Moor Road. The proposed development 

area is still shown as open land, although the encroachment of new housing 

towards the site is clearly shown.  

4.7 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

4.7.1 Place Name Evidence: the place name ‘Stainburn’ is believed to derive from 

Old Norse words stein and brunnr, meaning ‘stony stream’. Old Norse was 

the language spoken by Norwegians who colonised Iceland, Ireland, the Isle 

of Man, the Hebrides and north-west England from the 9th to the 12th 

centuries (Lee 1998).  

4.7.2 Prehistoric (up to c.70AD): the HER database presently does not contain any 

entries which relate to this period within a 1km radius of the proposed 

development area.  

4.7.3 The only possible evidence for activity in close proximity to the site was the 

recovery of a single flint waste flake which was found in the topsoil during 

archaeological fieldwork by Lancaster University Archaeological Unit 

(LUAU) on the line of the A66 Stainburn to Great Clifton bypass in 2001, and 

referred to in a later report by Oxford Archaeology North in 2005 (OAN 
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2005). The exact findspot for this flake is unclear as the original LUAU 

report was not available for viewing at the HER; in the 2005 report it is 

simply referred to as having been recovered from a field ‘to the south of 

Stainburn’.  

4.7.4 The Extensive Urban Survey for Workington notes that there is some 

evidence for prehistoric activity and settlement in the vicinity of 

Workington, for example a defended enclosure at Salterbeck to the south of 

the town, but no reference to any finds closer to Stainburn (Cumbria County 

Council/English Heritage c.2002, 4).  

4.7.5 Romano-British (c.70-410AD): there is presently no evidence for activity 

within close proximity to the proposed development area which dates to 

this period, and no sites are recorded in the HER within a 1km radius.  

4.7.6 The archaeological evaluation undertaken by LUAU in 2001 on the 

Stainburn to Great Clifton bypass, did recover, however, a single sherd of 

pale pink oxidised pottery, which was of either Romano-British or medieval 

date, although due to its heavy abrasion it was difficult to assess (OAN 2005, 

9). As with the flint flake noted above, the exact location of this find is 

unclear due to the absence of the report.  

4.7.7 In the wider area, there is evidence of Hadrianic defences to the north of 

Workington including Burrow Walls fort, signal towers and mileforts. 

Evidence for Roman roads has also been found on the line of Woodmoor 

Road and Wythemoor Road in Workington, which is the suggested course of 

the Roman road from Papcastle to Moresby (Cumbria County 

Council/English Heritage c.2002, 5).  

4.7.8 Early Medieval (c.410-1066AD): the only evidence for land use or settlement 

in the area around Stainburn from this period is the place name itself, which 

as already noted above, derives from Old Norse words stein and brunnr (see 

4.7.1 above). There are no entries in the HER within a 1km radius of the 

proposed development area which relate to this period.  

4.7.9 As with the Romano-British period, there is evidence of occupation in the 

wider area around Workington and Brigham in the form of stone carved 

crosses of Anglo-Scandinavian date. At St Micheal’s Church in Workington, 

the presence of a large concentration of carved stones provides a clear basis 

for suggesting that the original site was a place of Christian worship in the 

‘Anglian’ period, perhaps in the 8th and 9th centuries. Unlike some similar 

sites, the presence of 10th century sculpture suggested that the site of St 

Michael’s continued in use during the period of the Scandinavian settlement 

of Cumbria (Cumbria County Council/English Heritage c.2002, 6). 
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4.7.10 Medieval (c.1066-1540AD): there is some evidence for medieval settlement, 

and possible land use, in the area in and around Stainburn. The site of 

Stainburn Old Hall itself is believed to have been the location of a medieval 

manor house which was supposedly destroyed by the Scots in 1315, and 

which was subsequently rebuilt and referred to in 16th century documents 

(LB No. 72302; Whitehead 1896, 278).  

4.7.11 Writing in 1860 with regard to the history of Stainburn, William Whellan 

noted: ‘Waltheof, lord of Allerdale, son of Gospatric, earl of Dunbar, gave 

Stainburn, which consisted of three carucates of land to the abbey of St Mary at 

York, for the use of the cell of St Bees. The prior of the last-named house seems to 

have built here a chapel or oratory’. The site of this chapel was noted by 

Whellan to have possibly been located in a field a quarter of a mile south-

west of the village, which still retained (certainly in 1860) the name Chapel 

Close, although he noted that at that date there was ‘now no vestige remaining 

to point out the place’ (Whellan 1860, 482). The First Edition Ordnance Survey 

map of 1867 labels a field to the south-west of the village as ‘Chapel Close’ 

(see Figure 7).  

4.7.12 In his article on St Lawrence’s Chapel, which was located on the north bank 

of the River Derwent close to the junction of the Derwent and the River 

Marron, T H Dalzell refers to Stainburn chapel possibly having been 

destroyed in the ‘civil wars’ at the same time as the destruction of St 

Lawrence’s (Dalzell 1881, 233). Dalzell does not specify what he means by 

the ‘civil wars’, it is possible it is a reference to the Border warfare in the 14th 

century. 

4.7.13 The First Edition Ordnance Survey mapping of 1867 appears to show what 

may be the fossilised boundaries of former strip fields, characteristic of the 

medieval period, which may have extended southwards from the tofts and 

crofts of the medieval village (see Figure 7).  

4.7.14 Post Medieval (c.1540-1900): it has already been noted from Saxton’s Map of 

Cumberland 1576 that there appears to have been a significant property at 

Stainburn in the 16th century (see Figure 3). Writing at the end of the 17th 

century, Thomas Denton may have been referring to this house when he 

noted: ‘Stainburne stands a mile east from Wirkinton, upon an ascent above 

Derwent, somewhat higher than Wirkinton, where the lords of this mannor have 

built a pretty joynture house for the lady-dowagers of their families’. Very little 

other information on Stainburn is provided by Denton in this source, apart 

from his reference: ‘in this demesn ther’s a colliery’ (Winchester 2003, 114). The 

location of this colliery is unclear from this source.  

4.7.15 Several 19th century trade directories were consulted for evidence of the 

character of the economy of the village Stainburn, and for any potential 
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information on any industrial activity which may have taken place in and 

around the settlement. A directory of 1829 appears to indicate that Stainburn 

was generally agricultural in character, with five farmers listed in the 

township. The only possible industrial site at this date, although it could 

have been relatively small scale, was the entry for a ‘Henry Salkeld, tanner’ 

(Parson and White 1829, 295); this may have been at the site of Sunnyside 

Tannery which is shown on mapping in the second half of the 19th century to 

the west of Stainburn (see Figure 7 for example). A windmill is noted to 

have existed at Sunnyside Tannery, probably operating as a bark mill 

(Hughes 1972, 128). The site of this windmill appears to be shown on the 

Second Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1900 as a circular feature to the east 

of the tannery buildings (see Figure 8).  

4.7.16 In the early 20th century, Stainburn was still largely agricultural in character, 

with the only industrial site being ‘Stainburn Tannery’ (Bulmer 1901), 

presumed to be that at Sunnyside. By 1929, there appears to have been a 

number of market gardeners in the village, this is also indicated by the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1957, which labels areas of land to the south-west 

of the village as market gardens. Sunnyside Tannery appears to still have 

been in operation in 1929, when ‘Barbour Bros. Ltd’ is listed as tanners in 

Stainburn at that date (Kelly 1929, 295).  

4.7.17 Ordnance Survey mapping of 1982 shows that by this date, the form of 

Stainburn has been radically altered by the construction of new housing to 

its south side, possibly indicating that by the end of the 20th century 

Stainburn may have become a commuter village rather than a relatively self 

sufficient settlement of earlier periods.  

4.7.18 There is no evidence that the land on which the proposed development area 

is located was anything other than agricultural throughout the post 

medieval period, although the location of the colliery referred to in the late 

17th century needs to be considered.  
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5 CONCLUSION 

5.1  The desk-based assessment has revealed that although there is some 

evidence for land use and occupation in the area around Stainburn in the 

prehistoric, Roman and early medieval periods, this evidence is relatively 

scarce and at present there is no indication that the land on which the 

proposed development is located was utilised during these periods.  

5.2 The village of Stainburn appears to have been in existence in the medieval 

period, as evidenced by references to a chapel, documented sources referring 

to the manor house being destroyed by the Scots, and the existence of 

fossilised strip fields to the south side of the road which runs through the 

settlement. The proposed development area appears to have been located on 

the periphery of this settlement, in whatever form it took, and may have 

actually been situated on waste or common land. 

5.3 Throughout the post medieval period, the settlement of Stainburn remained 

relatively static and agricultural in character with the only industrialisation  

being small scale and consisting of the tannery to the west of the village, and 

the site and infrastructure of the Water Works. The field in which the 

proposed development site is located may have been formed as part of the 

enclosure of waste or common land in the early 19th century. The site 

remained agricultural in character throughout the late 19th and into the 20th 

century, although gradually the fields between the site and the village have 

been the subject of residential development indicating the need for new 

homes in the outlying areas around Workington.  

5.4 Recent archaeological work in the field immediately opposite the proposed 

development area on Moor Road has revealed no evidence for archaeological 

remains to survive on that site apart from a former field boundary. It is 

possible that a field boundary may exist within the proposed development 

area, as suggested by an aerial photograph of 1948, although this boundary 

was not shown on historical mapping from the 1860s until the present day 

(although it may have existed and been removed between the publications of 

the map sheets).  

5.5 There are no designated heritage assets, such as listed buildings or scheduled 

ancient monuments, or non-designated heritage assets, located within close 

proximity to the proposed development area. The settings of the heritage 

assets identified within a 1km radius of the site are unlikely to be adversely 

affected by the proposed development.  
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APPENDIX 1: HER SITES 

The following tables list all the HER sites located within a 1km radius of the proposed 

development area on Moor Road: 

HER No. Site Name Description Grid Ref General 

Period 

3690 Workington Hall Chief mansion of the Curwens, 

now roofless and fallen into 

decay. Early in the 13th century 

Patric de Culwen removed his 

tower from Burrow Walls to this 

site. Tower built 1362, license to 

crenellate in 1380. In 1404 a hall 

was built adjoining the north 

face of the tower. In 1540 a 

second hall was erected on the 

first floor (Clare says its earlier). 

Two long flanking wings were 

added c.1597 and a court was 

enclosed on the west side by a 

gatehouse. Rebuilt 1782-1828, 

architect supposedly John Carr. 

In spite of its ruinous state, 

Workington Hall is of great 

historical importance and 

contains many medieval features 

which make it unique.  

LB Grade I 

E:300770 

N:528800 

Medieval  

Post Medieval 

5740 River Derwent Fish 

Trap 

Medieval fish trap or pass E:301585 

N:529145 

Medieval  

11487 Clifton Open Cast 

Colliery, Winscale 

Site of an open cast colliery, now 

disused 

E:303500 

N:528500 

Modern 

11495 Sunnyside Tannery, 

Workington 

Site of a tannery shown on First 

Edition Ordnance Survey map 

1867 

E:301480 

N:528800 

Post Medieval 

11499 Workington Water 

Works, Stainburn 

Site of a water works, no longer 

marked by OS 

E:302300 

N:529500 

Post Medieval 

17693 Barepot 

Unclassified 

Cropmarks, 

Workington 

Aerial photographs show that 

the fields are covered in 

cropmarks 

E:301600 

N:529350 

Unknown 
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APPENDIX 2: FIGURES  
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