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ANALYSIS REPORT 

DATE OF SURVEY 17TH September 2005 FIELD I.D. 1002 

SURVEY PERIOD MAN HOURS USED 

NUMBER OF NONDESCRIPT  FINDS - lead, iron & ore etc. 

NUMBER OF COINS  &  ARTEFACTS  RESCUED. 

10.30 – 15.30 25 

37 

14 

WEATHER CONDITIONS AM  

FIELD CONDITION 

PROVENANCE BURDALE 1
st
 Survey    ( Phase 1) 

Entire field – Stubble.  Soil substructure – Firm, Compact. 

METAL DETECTING SURVEY REPORT 

  PM    Average temp.  17ºC 
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The survey was carried out for a total of five hours by five members of the Manor metal 
detecting club.  Soil conditions were close to perfect for detecting, but very little in the 
way of artefacts and coins were rescued from the site.  The reason for the apparent lack 
of finds was entirely due to ‘nighthawks’ looting the field immediately after the field was 
ploughed, several months earlier.  Although finds were very hard to come by, several 
artefacts and coins were recovered, these included four coins, one of which was silver 
and five artefacts.  At the request of York University, finds of lead, iron and ore were also 
recovered from the site for location and positional references, these are recorded as 
‘nondescript’ finds.  In total, a quantity of fifty one items was recorded. 
Pottery shards were noticed on the surface of the field, but were left in situ.  An 
inspection of the shards revealed that they consisted of Roman greyware and glazed 
mediaeval pottery. The concentration of the sherds being centred at SE 874 622. 
The survey was carried out across the entire length and width of the field; ultimately all of 
the finds rescued were unearthed from the Northwest part of the field, as can be seen 
from the report sheets. 
 
 
Many modern finds, shotgun cartridges, buttons, plough shards, pre-decimal coinage etc 
were unearthed, these were disregarded in the survey. 
 
No unfilled holes, consistent with nighthawks, were found on the field. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANALYSIS REPORT 

DATE OF SURVEY 25TH September 2005 FIELD I.D. 1002 

SURVEY PERIOD MAN HOURS USED 

NUMBER OF NONDESCRIPT  FINDS - lead, iron & ore etc. 

NUMBER OF COINS  &  ARTEFACTS  RESCUED. 

14.00 – 17.30 13.5 

7 

5 

WEATHER CONDITIONS AM  

FIELD CONDITION 

PROVENANCE BURDALE 1
st
 Survey    ( Phase 2) 

METAL DETECTING SURVEY REPORT 

  PM    Average temp. 16ºC 

Top half of North East section ploughed. Rest of field – stubble. 
Soil substructure – loose, airy, spongy. 

The survey was carried out for a total of one and a half hours by nine members of 
the Manor metal detecting club. The field was partly ploughed prior to our arrival 
and continued to be ploughed whilst the survey was being carried out, thus soil 
conditions for metal detecting were very poor.  Surveying of the field was carried 
out only on the freshly ploughed area, not on stubble.  Ploughing of the field did 
not commence until approximately 1.30pm – 2.00pm, this accounts why so little 
time was deployed on the field. 
 
The surface area of the field, in certain areas was very uneven and difficult to 
walk upon, this situation combined with the dry, loose, fluffy soil conditions 
severely weakened the prospects of rescuing any artefacts and coins.  Fluffy or 
airiated soil conditions impede the depth efficiency of the detector and finds are 
usually limited to the surface.  The preferred or ideal soil conditions being 
compact with moisture present to a depth of approximately 100mm. 
 
Thirteen and a half hours were spent on the freshly ploughed field, only twelve 
finds were recovered.  Of these finds two were of Saxon origin, the first being a 
decorative dress pin, unfortunately freshly broken by the plough. The second a 
slightly damaged strap-end with ring and dot design. 
Similar to the first survey, several pottery shards of Roman greyware were seen 
but left in situ.  Bones were also seen in the fresh plough soil, unsure to whether 
they were animal or human, all were left in situ. 
 
Information only 

Three parked cars were noticed at different intervals during the day observing our 
movements and the progress of the ploughing; one white car in particular left and 
returned several times.  This is a common behaviour pattern of Nighthawks. 
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Customary Inspection of Site 
 
 

A visit by was made to the site on 9th October 2005 in order to assess the 
structural composition of the ploughed field and to verify information that illegal 
metal detecting had taken place. 
 
The field was indifferent to our last visit on the 25th September, still very rough 
and airiated, although in certain areas the soil did seem to be settling, but not to 
the extent that would guarantee finds. 
During the field walking it was clearly visible that activity by ‘nighthawks’ had 
taken place, an extensive amount of footprints were visible approximately two 
thirds of the way down to the southern end of the field.  This area of high activity 
is highlighted in red on the aerial photograph below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is interesting to note that the identified area is not connected to the supposed 
settlement area, highlighted in yellow, of sunken dwellings where finds would be 
expected. 
The illegal detecting was carried out by knowledgeable and proficient people.  
This supposition is based on the close proximity of the footprints, the small 
steps taken and the complex gridding of the area.  These three facts combined 
signify that in the recent past something of significant importance has been 
unearthed, hence the reason for the slow methodical lattice of footprints and the 
repeated visits to the site. 
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COINS & ARTEFACTS 

 
PLATE 2 

 
 
 
 

  



COLUMN 1 No.  

Shows the artefact or coins unique identification number recorded for the said field.

The date of the survey.

COLUMN 2 Era

Identifies the period of the find, i.e. Roman ,Saxon, Viking etc.

COLUMN 3 Metal

Identifies the artefact or coins metallic composition.

COLUMN 4 Description /Type

Identifies what the find is and its classification or style.

COLUMN 5 Condition

Identifies the condition of the find, i.e.

P = Poor.                    Very bad state of preservation. Badly damaged. Very worn

F = Fine                      Moderate condition. Slight damage. Detail can be seen.

VF = Very fine.            Good condition. Detail clearly visible.

EF = Extremely fine.    No damage. Excellent condition. Fully complete.

COLUMN 6 Ruler / Date

Identifies the ruler / authority and the age of the find

COLUMN 7 Grid

Identifies the NGR - National Grid Reference of the find spot.

COLUMN 8 Depth mm

Identifies the depth of the artefact or coin unearthed.

COLUMN 9 Pic

Identifies if a picture of the find is available. Usually by a coloured segment.

A letter 'D' indicates that the coin or artefact has sustained damage in the past.

COLUMN 10 Other Information

Identifies the following for each find:

1.    The size and weight.

2.    The definition, context or shape of the object.

3.    The obverse and reverse (front & back) of the coin or artefact.

4.    The mint of the coin.

5.    Any other important detail relevant to the find.

For coins, text that is enclosed within a 'bracket' in this column indicates:

[….]             That the lettering is there but it cannot be deciphered

[ONSTA]         Unreadable, but defines what the letting should be. 

IDENTIFICATION OF COLUMN FEATURES AND 
CHARACTERISATIONS USED IN THE RECORDING OF 

ARTEFACTS AND COINS
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AREA: BURDALE - FIELD 1   NONDESCRIPT  FINDS ANALYSIS AREA CODE: YB2

  Coins & artefacts depth analysis

Surface 25mm 50mm 75mm 100mm 125mm 150mm 175mm 200mm+ SUB-TOTAL

Stone 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Iron 0 3 1 6 3 0 3 0 0 16
Lead 1 1 6 4 9 3 0 0 0 24

Other 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3

0

All 2 4 7 10 14 4 3 0 0

44
Depth  % 4.55 9.09 15.91 22.73 31.82 9.09 6.82 0.00 0.00 100.00

  

  

0

0

0

0

  Nondescript finds per visit

17-Sep-05 29-Sep-05 TOTAL

Man hours 0 25 13.5 38.5 1.14

Finds 0 37 7 44

(From 17th SEPTEMBER 2005)

Iron Rivets, Nails, Bone, Pottery & Flints are excluded from all artefact finds analysis.
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