
1. INTRODUCTION 

 

This report has been commissioned by Mr. J Hills on behalf of  Mr M. Batram (the client) 

and presents the results of an historic building recording exercise undertaken by Peninsula 

Archaeology (PA) on 28
th

 June 2012 at The Old Armoury, 24 St Lawrence Lane Ashburton . 

The work was required under a condition attached to the grant of planning permission (REF 

0210 / 11,  Dartmoor National Park Authority) for the renovation of the property. A copy of 

this report is available on the national on-line archaeological database; OASIS - (Online 

Access to the Index of archaeological investigation) under ID number peninsul1 -129495 

 

2. THE SITE (Figs 1-2; Pl. 1) 

 

The property  is located on St Lawrence Lane, Ashburton  (SX 75688 69814; Fig. 1) It was 

constructed in the late 18
th

/early 19
th

 century with a three storey  street frontage of rendered 

stone, lined to imitate masonry and a three storey extension at the rear of which only the 

ground floor is stone built. Here the first and second floors are constructed within a timber 

frame which at the time that the renovation began, had been clad with asbestos sheeting 

 

3. AIM 

 

The aim of the work, as set out in a brief provided for the Dartmoor National Park, was to 

produce a record of  part of the rear extension of the building that was exposed by the 

removal of modern asbestos cladding 

 

4. METHOD 

 

Recording of the rear extension was undertaken in accordance with specifications applicable 

to Level 2 in English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings: a guide to good 

recording practices, as set out in a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by PA . The 

building recording consisted of: 

 

1A  description of the rear exterior wall of the first and second story with particular 

reference to any evidenced for pre-existing windows; 



 A photographic record of the fabric in colour digital format  



A limited drawn record using  existing architect’s drawings to show the locations 

of fixtures and fittings and any significant structural detail or evidence of phasing. 

 

5. THE REAR EXTENSION (Fig. 2; Pl 1) 

 

Removal of the modern asbestos cladding revealed that the upper storeys of the rear 

extension were composed of a timber box frame with angle braces and infilled with sections 

of  wooden planking. The main upright timbers are  6 x 4 inches (152 mm x 101mm) while 

the plank infilling is 1 inch (25mm) thick but of variable width , generally between 19cms 

and 29cms (Pl. 1).  There are 4 windows in the section recorded of which only one appears to 

be original. The larger of the modern windows  located above this seems to have been 

slightly smaller than the window that it replaced. Four additional timber pieces 18 cms in 

length had to be added beneath the modern window so that it could be supported by the 

existing timber framework 



 

The interior walls of the first and second floor have some surviving lathe  and plaster sections 

which would probably have originally covered the whole of the interior 

 

 

6. DISCUSSION 

 

The principal object of this examination was to determine whether there was any evidence of  

previously existing windows that had been concealed by the asbestos cladding. None was 

present although it was possible top say that the window on the second floor that had been 

replaced, had been slightly larger than its modern successor.  
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Fig 1 Location of  41, St Lawrence Lane  and the recording 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Fig 2 Elevation showing timber frame and plank infilling 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Pl1. Timber Box frame with bracers and plank infilling. Note additional timber pieces just 

visible below the modern replacement window 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION FOR A WATCHING BRIEF AND 

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING AT THE OLD ARMOURY, 24 ST 

LAWRENCE LANE, ASHBURTON TQ12 7DD. 

 

 

Location:  The Old Armoury, 24 St Lawrence Lane, Ashburton, Devon. TQ12 7DD. 

Parish:      Ashburton 

District: Teignbridge 

County: Devon 

NCR: SX 75688 69814 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This document sets out details of a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for an 

Archaeological Watching Brief to cover historic building  recording at The Old 

Armoury, 24 St Lawrence Lane, Ashburton TQ12 7DD (centred at NGR: SX 

75656979). The programme of recording has been drawn up by Dr Martin Tingle of 

Peninsula Archaeology (PA) commissioned by Mr M Batram (The Client). 

 

1.2  Listed Building Consent for refurbishment of the existing building at 24 St Lawrence 

Lane was granted by Dartmoor National Park (DNP; ref: 0210/11), conditional on the 

implementation of a programme of archaeological work. (Condition 4). This is 

intended to provide a record of those parts of the walls which are to exposed and in 

particular record the design, size and location of any previously existing windows at 

the rear of the property. This will hopefully provide information to inform the design, 

size and position of proposed replacement windows.  

 

1.3  This WSI has been guided in its composition by the Standard and Guidance for the 

archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (IfA 

2008); Standard and Guidance for archaeological watching brief (IfA, 2008) and 

Understanding Historic Buildings; A guide to good recording practice (English 

Heritage 2006). 

 

2.      BACKGROUND 

 



2.1 The site, 24 St Lawrence Lane, comprises a late 18
th

/early 19
th

 century three storeyed 

terraced house with a front wall in stone with lined render. At the rear the ground 

floor walls are constructed of limestone with timber framed upper storeys  

 

3. OBJECTIVES 

 

3.1 The objective of the building recording work is to record any evidence for the design 

size and position of  previously existing windows in the upper storeys at the  rear of 

the property. 

 

4. METHODOLOGY  

 

4.1  Health and Safety requirements will be observed at all times by any archaeological staff 

working on site. Appropriate PPE will be employed at all times. The site archaeologist 

will undertake any site safety induction course provided by the Client or his 

representatives. 

 

4.2 Where modern external cladding is present on the first and second outer walls, this 

will  be removed by the clients builder, exposing the underlying structure of the wall. 

If this reveals evidence of previously existing windows this will be recorded 

 

4.3 The building recording will be undertaken to Level 2 as defined in Understanding 

Historic Buildings; A guide to good recording practice (English Heritage 2006). 

 

4.3.1 Level 2 is a descriptive record, made in circumstances similar to those of Level 1 

when more information is needed. It is proposed that only the interior of the house  will 

be viewed, described and photographed. 

 

4.4  The building record will consist of: 

 

4.4.1 A written description and analysis of the design, size and location of any windows 

including evidence for different periods of build; 

 

4.4.2 A record will be made of the external appearance of the walls, the means of 

construction, the material construction and any feature of architectural or historic 

interest 



 

4.4.2 A drawn record of the walls  to include a location plan, a detailed plan of the structure 

at an appropriate scale and at least one cross section through the structure at an  

appropriate scale. 

 

4.4.3 A site plan relating the building to other structures, topographical and landscape 

features will be drawn at an appropriate scale. It is envisaged that the record will 

comprise existing plans and elevations supplied by Your Home Design, annotated by 

PA and supplemented with photographs as appropriate. 

 

4.4.4 A digital photographic record of the building will be undertaken using a camera 

capable of recording up to 14 mega pixels. If appropriate, archiveable prints may be 

made. 

. 

5.  REPORTING 

 

5.1 An illustrated report will be compiled on the results of the work. Copies of the report 

(hard copies and in digital format) will be distributed to the client and to the Dartmoor 

National Park. 

 

5.2.1 The report will include the following elements: 

 

5.2.2   A copy of this WSI; 

 

5.2.3   A location plan and overall site plan including the location of the building; 

 

5.2.4  A detailed plan of the structure at an appropriate scale and at least one cross  

       section through the structure at an appropriate scale; 

 

5.3.5  Any specialist reports commissioned; 

 

5.3 DNP will receive the report within three months of completion of fieldwork, 

dependant on the provision of any specialist reports, the production of which may 

exceed this period. If a substantial delay is anticipated then an interim report will be 

produced. If appropriate, a copy of the report will be supplied to the DNP Historic 



Environment Record (HER) Devon Historic Environment Record (HER) for public 

reference.  

 

5.4 Should they merit it; the results of these investigations will be published in an 

appropriate academic journal. If required, after the production of a summary report, a 

programme and timetable for this will be submitted to DNP and the Client for approval. 

 

5.5 If appropriate, a copy of the report detailing the results of these investigations will be 

submitted to the OASIS (Online Access to the Index of archaeological Investigations) 

database.  

 

6. MONITORING 

 

6.1 Notification of the start of site works will be made to DNP officers so that there will 

be opportunities to visit the site and check on the quality and progress of the work.  

 

6.2  Should significant historical and/or architectural elements be exposed within the 

building during works, DNP officers will be informed. The applicant will ensure 

that any such exposed elements remain undisturbed until their significance can be 

determined and to allow consideration for their retention in situ. 

7.0      PERSONNEL 

 

7.1 The project will be managed by Martin Tingle, the building survey will be carried out 

by Martin Tingle.. Where necessary, appropriate specialist advice will be sought. 
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