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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND PLANNING BACKGROUND 

This document is the report on a desk-based assessment in support of a planning 
application for Ludlow Touring Park (central point National Grid Reference SO5128072185). 
The study has been prepared by SLR Consulting on behalf of Capital Construction 
Management (hereafter the Client). 

A planning application has been submitted for construction of shallow hard standing 
platforms for caravans, located c.2km south of Ludlow, between Overton Road and the River 
Teme (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1  
Site location 
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2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Location, land-use and administrative background 

The application site comprises an area of c.8ha and is located 2km south of Ludford, 
Ludlow. It is bordered on the west side by the B4361 Hereford Road; on the east by the 
River Teme; to the north hedged field boundaries, and to the south by Overton Service 
Station and a wooded area. 

The land is currently under cultivation, and consists of two large fields divided by a north-
south hedged boundary. An access track leads east, south and northeast from the B4361 to 
the northeastern corner of the site where three large sheds are located. 

The land lies in the parish of Richard’s Castle, Shropshire, within the township of Overton. 

2.2 Geology, topography and geoenvironmental investigation 

The site geology comprises Devonian/Silurian mudstone covered by fluvioglacial drift 
deposits of sands and gravels. Alluvial clays have been deposited in more recent times 
within the eastern part of the site, due to flooding from the River Teme. The land slopes 
eastwards towards the River Teme from a high point of 93.72m AOD in the north-western 
corner of the site to 71.35m AOD in the south-eastern corner. 

A geoenvironmental appraisal of part of the application site was undertaken by Tier Consult 
in December 2010 (Blyth 2011) and a summary of the stratagraphic profile recorded: 

• topsoil (a brown sandy, slightly gravelly, clay) generally of 0.3m but in places up to 
0.65m depth above  

• fluvioglacial sands and gravels,  
• plus alluvial deposits extending to a depth of 2.5m below ground level close to the 

River Teme.  
• In the north-eastern corner of the site limestone gravel and sandy clays to a depth of 

1.9m (interpreted as made ground) were encountered. 

The alluvial deposits were not recorded in the field areas further west, but instead were 
found to be restricted in close proximity to the river bank. The borehole and test pit logs, and 
a plan of their locations, are included as Appendix 1 below. 

 

2.3 Archaeological and historical background 

There are few designated heritage assets within the study area, and the application site is 
not within a World Heritage Site or a Conservation Area. There are no scheduled 
monuments within the study area, no Registered Battlefields or Registered Parks and 
Gardens, but there are eight listed buildings within 1km of the centre of the application site. 

No previous archaeological investigation has occurred within the application site. 
Surrounding it there are a small number of known sites, and investigations or observations 
which have taken place over several decades. The most informative of these was during 
evaluation of the route for the A49 Woofferton by-pass when cropmarks of ditched 
enclosures and the possible alignment of a Roman road were investigated, c.1km to the 
south of the application site. 



Ludlow Touring Park 3 SLR Project Ref 406.03602.00001 
Archaeological DBA  April 2011 
 

SLR 

Although in the parish of Richard’s Castle, the application site is located in the north eastern 
part of the parish, halfway between this centre and the historically important town of Ludlow. 
The land probably came within the Mortimer lordship during the period from the Norman 
conquest through to the end of the Middle Ages. Historic maps show that an ancient 
communication route ran north-south through the application site, perhaps originating from a 
Roman road (Margary 613), and also a route which came east from Overton. On the east 
bank of the River Teme there is a mineral spring which might have formed a location of local 
significance, and a focus for travellers. 

A number of large parks and designed landscapes are found in the vicinity, most of which in 
their present form are recorded as of 18th or 19th century date. Earlier origins exist for some 
of them and much of the area to the west lies in the medieval forest of Bringewood Chase. 
Powerful landed families held estates in the area, including the Mortimer family, and some of 
the land became a royal estate on the coronation of Edward Mortimer as Edward IV in 1461. 

Figure 2 
Shropshire HER data and additional elements of the historic environment 
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3.0 RESULTS OF DESK STUDY 

3.1 Data-gathering included a search area of 1km radius (Figure 2), and a wider study 
was conducted as necessary to understand the context of the site. The Shropshire 
Historic Environment Record (HER) was consulted, as well as web-based sources 
such as Heritage Gateway, Archaeology Data Service, British History Online, and 
other sites. A map regression exercise using historic mapping was completed at the 
Shropshire Archive Office. The DBA was guided by the Institute for Archaeologists’ 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (2008). 

3.2 There are 24 known sites listed on the HER within 1km radius of the centre of the 
application site (Table 1). These include below ground archaeological remains, 
historic structures, roads and parks. In addition the HER has nine “events” 
(investigations or observations) recorded for the study area. 

Table 1 
List of Shropshire HER entries 

 

HER no Name/Type Period Description 

02613 Road Roman Within application site. Postulated northerly extension to 
Margary route 613; later use as a medieval route from 
Ludford south to Ashford. Historic mapping (pre -1815) 
shows a road running through the application site parallel 
to, and in close proximity to, the River Teme.  

03431 Linear ditches Roman? South of application site. Cropmark ditches found during 
trial trenching for Woofferton by-pass containing very 
abraded Romano-British pottery as well as 18th – 19th 
century pottery. Shallow and severely truncated. 

08600 Bringewood 
Chase 
(hunting 
forest) 

Medieval West of the application site. A large expanse of land given 
over as forest for deer hunting dating from the c.13th 
century, belonging to the Mortimer family. It became a royal 
forest with Edward IV’s coronation in 1461, but became a 
more commercial estate in the 16th century. It extended to 
Overton and its eastern edge came very close to the 
application site. 

03763 Chalybeate 
Well 
(Saltmoorwell) 

Medieval? East of the application site. A mineral spring on the east 
side of the river Teme recorded in the 19th century as being 
much valued by the inhabitants of Ludlow. Chalybeate 
means containing iron or iron-tasting water from the Latin 
“Chaylbs” for steel. Often also holy wells, as for example at 
Glastonbury (Chalice Well). 

24758 Saltmoor Well 
House 

Post-medieval East of application site. Farmhouse located from 19th 
century mapping. It’s location in close association with the 
Well, however, strongly suggest a much earlier origin, 
probably in the medieval period if not earlier. 

16169 Overton 
Grange 

Post-medieval South of application site. Country House with associated 
parkland. Place-name suggest medieval monastic origin. 

24763 Overton 
Grange Farm 

Post-medieval West of application site. Farm identified from 19th century 
mapping and located in historic settlement of Overton. 

24761 Overton Post-medieval West of application site. Farm identified from 19th century 
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farmhouse mapping. Located within historic settlement of Overton and 
within Moor Park, part of Bringewood Chase. 

20550 16 & 17 
Overton, 
cottages 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval West of application site. Two Grade II listed cottages of 16th 
century date located within historic settlement of Overton. 

24762 3 Letterbox 
Cottage 

Post-medieval West of application site. Farm identified from 19th century 
mapping and located within historic settlement of Overton. 

20551 Lodge  
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval West of application site. Lodge for Haye Park House of 19th 
century date. Located within Moor Park, part of Bringewood 
Chase. 

20552 Gates, piers & 
walls 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval West of application site. Entrance way for Haye Park House 
of 19th century date. Located within Moor Park, part of 
Bringewood Chase. 

07743 Moor Park Post-medieval South-West of Application site. Associated with a Great 
House from the 17th century belonging to the Salwey family, 
and earlier part of Bringewood Chase. 

07782 The Lodge 
designed 
landscape 

Post-medieval West of application site. 18th century landscaped valley 
associated with a gentleman’s villa, known as The Lodge, 
owned by Theophilus Richard Salwey. 

24768 The Carrow Post-medieval South of application site. Farm identified from 19th century 
mapping. 

20484 Milepost 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval South of application site. Early 19th century milepost; cast-
iron 

11339 Policeman’s 
Corner Toll 
House 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval North of application site. Early 19th century 

20557 Milepost 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval North of application site. Early 19th century milepost; cast-
iron 

24750 Hucksbarn Post-medieval North of application site. Farm dating from 17th century. 
Apparently not of listed building status. 

11340 Farm buildings 
north of 
Hucksbarn 
Grade II LB 

Post-medieval North of application site. Late 17th century and later farm 
complex (granary, shelter shed, barn, dovecote, cow house, 
hayloft and stable. Presumably an early “Model Farm”. 

24759 Saltmoor 
Cottage 

Post-medieval East of application site. A farm identified from 19th century 
mapping. 

05407 Shrewsbury 
and Hereford 
Railway 

Post-medieval East of application site. Railway opened in 1853 

04354 Linear 
earthwork 

Post-
medieval/modern 

North of application site. A linear feature that is described in 
the HER as drainage channels and banked field boundaries 
which post-date the 1926 map. 

01179 Field south of 
Steventon 
Manor 

Modern North of application site. Drainage system of 20th century 
date. 
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3.3 None of the HER records are of prehistoric date, two are of Roman origin and two 
date from the medieval period, whilst the vast majority are post-medieval. The latter 
include several historic buildings and related structures, as well as mileposts and the 
Shrewsbury & Hereford Railway line. The historic buildings include several farms and 
agricultural buildings which have been identified from 19th century mapping. 

3.4 The events include trial trenching and geophysical survey along the route of the 
Woofferton by-pass in 1993. This revealed physical evidence for archaeological 
remains previously identified from aerial photography as cropmarks of ditched 
enclosure, and a linear feature which was thought followed the line of a possible 
Roman road. Although the geophysical survey was unhelpful in detecting the 
features, the trial trenching produced very abraded Roman pottery as well as 18th – 
19th century pottery within severely truncated drainage ditches. These features seem 
to have corresponded with the linear feature identified from air photographs (HER 
02613). 

3.5 The remaining events relate to observations of historic buildings and features noted 
on the ground, such as farm buildings and modern drainage. 

3.6 Heritage Gateway includes the records from Shropshire HER outlined above in Table 
1 and eight entries for Listed Buildings Online which are also included in Shropshire’s 
HER. In addition it has one entry from Herefordshire (SMR 37784 Turnpike House 
and Garden), and five entries for Pastscape. The latter Includes two records derived 
from the Shropshire HER, an entry for Roman pottery found in 1978 along the Ludlow 
bypass (OS number Salop 47) north-east of Ashton Hall, plus two records from the 
Defence of Britain database. 

3.7 The two Defence of Britain entries are for World War II installations: a searchlight 
emplacement north of Saltmoor (532 SL Battery RAF), and the remains of an RAF 
Training Depot and military camp at Ludford Park. The application site lies within this 
RAF base, and the three sheds located in the north-eastern corner of the site are 
presumed to be surviving parts of it. 

3.8 The Archaeological Data Service has eight entries, but these are all duplicates of 
sites and finds already discussed above.  

3.9 Copies of the Ordnance Survey record cards within the Richard’s Castle parish file at 
Shropshire Archives suggest the existence of two Ancient Trackways. One heads 
north-eastwards from Richard’s Castle to cross the Teme and pass along the crest of 
Tinkershill, past Caynham Camp Iron Age fort (OS No. 29). The second of these 
routes (No. 30) runs from an enclosure in Haye Park Wood through Overton to 
Tinkershill via the ford at Saltmoor Well. The record card states “no evidence for it 
was found along those parts of the course which traverse open fields, east of 
Overton”.  

3.10 Kelley’s Directory for 1929 states in its entry for Richard’s Castle that “Overton is a 
hamlet 21/2 miles from Ludlow, and was a Roman settlement”. 

3.11 An air photograph at Shropshire Archives showed the application site under 
cultivation in 1983 (Cartographic Services No.1099). Two parallel lines (ditches) can 
be seen in the field north of the application site, on an alignment that could conform 
with the postulated Roman road. 
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4.0 HISTORIC MAP REGRESSION 

4.1 Previous plotting of the Ordnance Survey (OS) sequence was undertaken by 
Greenway Landscape Architects and it is therefore not thought necessary to replicate 
all these maps in this archaeological desk study. Consultation of early historic 
mapping at Shropshire Archives revealed the following useful maps of the application 
site and surrounding area.  

4.2 R. Baugh’s map of 1808 (Figure 3a) depicts the road south from Ludlow running 
parallel to the River Teme. The application site is approximately located at the 2 mile 
point on the road. Various parkland is shown to the west, but the map is not detailed, 
so that Overton village, and local roads, are omitted. 

Figure 3  
early 19th century mapping: Baugh’s and Greenwood’s surveys 

  

4.3 Greenwood’s map of 1827 (Figure 3b) shows the road south from Ludlow running 
parallel to the River Teme. Overton is marked as a series of black squares, located 
on the road east, but not within the square pattern of roads which actually formed the 
centre of the village further west. This road joins the Ludlow road just north of the 
application site. The extent of Moor Park is shown to the west, Ashford Hall to the 
south, and Salt Moor Well to the east. 

4.4 An early coloured map of Overton (SRO 1141/Box 18/.6) entitled “Plan of lands at 
Overton as taken in 1815” (Figure 4), with annotations in 1837 documenting sale 
particulars, just includes  the south-western corner of the application site (Fields A21 
and A22). This must be the “estate” map referred to in consultation with Shropshire 
Council Archaeology which shows the old road from Ludlow running through the 
application site. The map indicates (in red on the original) the proposed course of the 
new turnpike road (later the B4361) to replace the old road; the latter appears to run 
in close proximity to the bank of the River Teme. It also shows the course of the old 
lane from Overton running through part of the application site on its circuitous course 
to the River Teme. A small stream can be seen to form the southern boundary.  
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4.5 The sinuous nature of a track and various field boundaries to the west of the 
application site suggest the possible fossilization of medieval strip cultivation in the 
field pattern, also recognized in the field name of “Twenty Ridges“ (A12). This 
strongly suggests that the area was subject to cultivation during the medieval period. 
The field numbers relate to different ownerships and are listed in Table 2 below. 

Figure 4 
Plan of Lands in Overton dated 1815 (annotated 1837) 
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Table 2 
Land ownership and field names in Overton 1815 

Field 
No. 

Owner Field name 

ac
re

s 

ro
od

s 

pe
rc

he
s 

A12 Hardman Esq The Twenty Ridges 3 3 24 

A13 Hardman Esq Dowsley Pit 3 2 4 

A14 Hardman Esq Dowsley 10 1 38 

A15 Hardman Esq Piece behind the kiln 5 3 32 

A16 Hardman Esq Teme Meadow 5 1 10 

A17 Hardman Esq Dole Field Croft 5 2 32 

A18 Hardman Esq Little Meadow 3 2 11 

A20 Hardman Esq Little Field 4 3 13 

A21 Hardman Esq Giant’s Croft 4 1 36 

A22 Hardman Esq Broom Bank 3 0 16 

B1 Th. Cederick? Clarke? Leggy? Meadow 2 1 20 

B2 Th. Cederick? Clarke? The Hopyard 12 0 9 

B3 Th. Cederick? Clarke? Marbrook meadow 7 1 26 

C9 Ludlow Corporation orchard 4 1 15 

C11 Ludlow Corporation The Hopyard 5 0 13 

4.6 The Cassini series map of approximately 1832 – 1836 based on early Ordnance 
Survey 1” mapping shows the old road from Ludlow tightly following the River Teme 
in the area of the application site. It also shows the circuitous lane from Overton to 
the river probably passing through the western fields, and a stream forming the 
southern boundary of the application site. On the east side of the river a track can be 
seen running from Saltmoor Well to the river, showing that there must have been a 
crossing point at this location (roughly the southeastern corner of the application 
site). The map also shows a north south road on the east side of the Teme which 
follows the river round to enter Ludlow by another route. 

 



Ludlow Touring Park 10 SLR Project Ref 406.03602.00001 
Archaeological DBA  April 2011 
 

SLR 

Figure 5 
Cassini Map of 1830s 

 

4.7 The 1840 Tithe Apportionments map shows that the new turnpike road has been built 
by this date and that the application site has largely acquired the field boundaries 
existing today (Field numbers 949 – 954), its southern boundary outline by a small 
stream. It also shows that Overton House (now called Overton Grange Hotel) and 
surrounding gardens have been imposed into the previous field system to the south. 
The old lane from Overton can be seen as a dotted line dividing Fields 950 and 951 
continuing to the river as “old Queb Lane”, and the old road from Ludlow is marked 
as still in partial use leading into the north-eastern corner of the application site, Field 
954 “Byletts”. To the west of the new road Field 924 shows that the field is still called 
the Hop Yard, as recorded in 1815. 
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Figure 6 
Tithe Apportionments map of 1840 

 

4.8 The 1885 1st edition 1:2500 scale OS map depicts a very similar field layout to the 
Tithe Apportionments, but with some minor changes. Individual trees are marked and 
the plantation along the eastern edge, which incorporates the line of the old road, is 
clearly apparent. The main field’s north-south division is shown to have water flowing 
south towards the Teme, and a new series of straight cuts can be seen in the 
southern part of the application site to divert this drain directly into the river rather 
than previously where its outfall was into the small stream along the southern border. 
The line of the old lane from Overton is still faintly apparent in the western most field 
of the application site. 

4.9 The sequence of OS mapping that follows the first edition show no significant 
change, if any at all, until 1953. This and succeeding maps display the addition of the 
existing trackway that leads off the B4361, and the sheds in the north-eastern corner 
of the application site. 
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5.0 DISCUSSION OF RESULTS FROM DESK STUDY 

5.1 Interpretation of the historic landscape 

The baseline data acquired from a number of sources provides the bare bones of the historic 
environment as recorded for known archaeological remains. The visibility of below ground 
remains is limited and the absence of any archaeological fieldwork within the application site, 
and only limited work within the general area, limits the confidence that can be placed on the 
interpretation placed on the known evidence. What appears to be certain is that at least one, 
possibly two, routes crossed the application site in antiquity. The “Old Road” from Ludlow 
(Ludford), ran south to Ashford Bowdler and beyond, and this was replaced in the 1830s by 
the turnpike, which later became the B4361. There was also a west – east route formed by 
the “Old Lane” from Overton, which dog-legged through the western and southern parts of 
the application site to cross the Teme and continue through the Chalybeate Well at 
Saltmoor, along Tinkershill ridge, and beyond past Caynham Camp to the north-east. 

The latter route was initially identified by the Ordnance Survey archaeological section, and 
can be traced on historic mapping. It links in with several east-west, southwest – northeast 
orientated routes in the area, linked with the salt trade based on place-names (Beesley 
1965, in Hannaford 1994, 7). The bridge between Ashford Hall and Ashford Carbonell 
probably ensured that this became the principal crossing point south of Ludlow, but in earlier 
times a number of options might have been available dependent on the level of the river at 
different times of the year. The focus of the mineral well at Saltmoor would have attracted 
travellers from all directions. 

The “Old Road” has been postulated as a possible continuation of a Roman road from 
Ariconium (Weston under Penyard) north of the Forest of Dean, to Ashford (Margary 1975, 
p.331, maps 12 and 13). Archaeological investigations to find the alignment of this road were 
undertaken in 1994 prior to construction of the A49 Woofferton bypass (Hannaford 1994). 
Although features were found that might have indicated the presence of the road, no 
definitive physical evidence of it was recorded. A small assemblage of very abraded Roman 
pottery has been recovered from the A49 Ludlow bypass, both in 1978 and in 1994, in 
association with cropmark features (HER 3431). 

The evidence for historic land-use suggests the application site was used for agricultural 
purposes, during the medieval and post-medieval periods. The field names identified on the 
1815 and 1840 (Tithe) maps identify hops and an orchard in the vicinity, whilst the 
application site is described as meadow in 1840. There is also a suggestion of some 
industrial activity with the mention of the “Piece behind the kiln” (A15 on 1815 map) and 
Dowsley Pit (A13), located to the southwest of the application site. Several fields are 
described as crofts, which normally indicate the land-holding that would have supported a 
household (toft). No houses are shown and it is likely that these names relate to tenancies 
for people living elsewhere, such as in Overton or possibly Ashford Bowdler. In summary the 
proximity of the application site to the river confirms the likelihood of water-meadows 
conveyed by the field names on historic mapping, and as such these lands would have been 
seasonally wet and unattractive for settlement. 

During WW2 the land was used as an RAF training camp, and this is probably when the 
track was laid out and the shed constructed. The amount of disturbance beyond these 
features is unquantifiable as no records have been found to show how extensive the camp 
had been, nor how much ground disturbance would have been involved in its construction. 

Although the land lies on sands and gravels which usually have freely draining soils 
attractive to prehistoric settlement overlying them, the study has shown that most of the 
application site would probably have contained seasonally wet land. It is therefore doubtful 
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that prehistoric remains would be found although the area might have been used in ancient 
times for a route to a river crossing on the south-eastern corner of the application site. 

5.2 Assessment 

There is a low possibility for prehistoric settlement within the application site, based on the 
circumstantial evidence for seasonally wet land. There is a medium-high possibility that an 
ancient routeway crossed the application site, as well as some evidence for a possible 
crossing point of the River Teme in the south-eastern corner of the application site which 
might produce chance artefactual finds, or possible riverside structures. Ancient routeways 
are not unusual features in the landscape and their potential to provide valuable 
archaeological detail is generally minimal. The significance is therefore considered low. 

There is a low possibility for Roman settlement for the reasons outlined above, but again if 
the “old road” is of Roman date then there is a low possibility of finding some roadside 
activity. It is also considered that there is a low possibility of discovering field ditches for a 
contemporary field system to the west of the road. As with ancient routeways, Roman roads 
are not unusual features in the landscape and their potential to provide valuable 
archaeological detail is generally minimal beyond details of their construction. The 
significance is therefore considered low. 

There is no indication that during medieval times the application site would have been used 
any more intensively than in earlier epochs, and the nucleated settlement of Overton, which 
also has early documentary evidence, would be the most likely settlement for the local 
population. There is therefore a low possibility of finding archaeological remains of medieval 
date, apart from physical evidence for the “old road” and some chance finds along its route. 
It is therefore considered that the site will be of low significance for the medieval period. 

During the post-medieval period up unto WW2 there is a similar assessment of its potential 
as for the medieval period. Buried remains of its use as a wartime training camp could 
survive, but this could also include the potential risk for ordnance dumps. It is considered of 
low significance to investigate the application site for remains of its wartime use. 
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6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

There is no evidence gathered as part of this desk-based assessment to suggest any 
probability for the presence of archaeological remains that might be judged to be of national 
importance. Based on present evidence there is therefore no reason why the application 
should not be consented. The client is aware that in the unlikely event of remains of national 
importance being uncovered during construction the requirements of PPS5 policy HE 9.1 
might necessitate some re-design to ensure continued conservation of these remains. 

There are specific known features of the historic environment which could be targeted so 
that their date and character could be established through archaeological investigation. 
These are linear features, the “old road” running north-south along the eastern edge of the 
application site, and the “old lane” ancient trackway which runs approximately northwest – 
southeast through the western and southern parts of the application site. In order to achieve 
the aim of characterizing the remains and assessing their significance the following methods 
are outlined. It is recommended that post-consent a programme of works should be 
undertaken, including: 

• enquiries to the National Library of Air Photographs to see what WW2 and post-war 
photographs of the application site might exist, in particular to trace and plot (as 
appropriate) the extent of potential disturbance from its use as a depot and training 
camp; 

• limited, targeted site investigations (trial trenching) of the road locations so as to 
clarify the nature of any archaeological remains that might survive; 

• two test-pits to gather samples for palaeoenvironmental assessment of the site;  

• it is not recommended to undertake a global geophysical survey (magnetometer or 
resistivity) of the application site. This is based on the lack of expectation for 
archaeological remains, the known bias that geophysics has towards features that 
contain large densities of archaeological noise (such as Roman or medieval 
settlement remains) as opposed to features with fewer inclusions (prehistoric or 
Anglo-Saxon features), and the fact that its use in the Woofferton bypass failed to 
identify the same kind of features as are expected in the application site; 

• it is, however, considered that ground-penetrating radar might be of some value if 
used selectively in several transects across the linear routes of the roads, as this 
technique could define their location and provide some sub-surface information as to 
their character; 

• a further stage of archaeological recording may be necessary during construction 
with, as a minimum, monitoring of deep ground disturbance such as in connection 
with the attenuation pond, service trenches, foundations for permanent building and 
possibly some landscaping; the extent of these works will be determined by the trial 
trenching and site investigation stage; and 

• production of a report that presents the results from the above investigations, 
interprets them and assesses the heritage value of the site. 

The trial trenches would consist of the excavation of linear trenches using a mechanical 
excavator equipped with a toothless (“ditching”) bucket 1.5-2m wide, under the supervision 
of an experienced archaeologist. These excavations would use the machine excavator to 
remove the topsoil and any overburden down to the first archaeologically significant remains. 
Thereafter any archaeologically significant remains would be defined using hand tools, hand-
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excavated and recorded. Where no archaeologically significant remains are identified, the 
identification of “sterile” geology would be tested by the further limited machine excavation of 
a sondage to confirm the observation. If necessary, double width trenches to different depths 
could prove to be a useful technique in order to reveal ditched features in plan and section 
that have been difficult to identify from the normal trenching exercise. 

The investigation would be guided by the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and 
Guidance for Field Evaluation 2008 
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7.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of Morris Leisure Ltd; no warranties or guarantees are 
expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not be relied upon by 
other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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Geoenvironmnetal borehole and test pit logs 
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