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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Non-technical summary 

Archaeological investigations have demonstrated that the site formed part of the floodplain, 
probably used as meadowland during medieval and post-medieval times, until the 19th 
century when a concerted effort to raise the level by 2m culminated in construction of 
Smithfield Cattle Market. Archaeological evidence consists of tiplines from episodes of 
dumping, comprising clay, sand and gravel with pebbles, brick fragments, lime mortar, ash, 
clinker and slate, sealed beneath a brick surface at c.51.8m AOD. The concrete foundations 
of the 20th century telecom building were found to have survived demolition in a number of 
locations, but the depth of disturbance associated with these did not penetrate into the 
underlying alluvial silts of the floodplain found at 49.5 – 49.8m AOD. 

1.2 Planning background 

This report describes the results of an archaeological excavation undertaken by SLR 
Consulting Ltd on land at Smithfield Road, Shrewsbury on behalf of the Whitbread Group. 

The site, formerly occupied by an office block (Telephone House) and subsequently in use 
as the Strand Car Park, is located at  NGR 349201 312835.  

The site has planning approval with conditions for the erection of a 136 bedroom hotel 
(planning ref: 11/00695/FUL). Condition 5 of this approval required a programme of 
archaeological work to be carried out at the site prior to development commencing.    

In discussion with the Planning Archaeologist for Shropshire County Council (Andy Wigley) a 
programme of targeted archaeological excavation was agreed. The detailed methodology for 
this was set out in a written scheme of investigation (SLR 2011).  

Fieldwork, comprising the excavation of 6 trenches across the site, was undertaken between 
the 16th and 25th January 2012 in advance of groundworks for construction. 

1.3 Location, Topography and Geology 

The site is situated on the north side of Shrewsbury’s town centre, south of Smithfield Road 
and the River Severn at NGR SJ 49201 12835 (postcode SY1 1PL). It comprises a 
trapezoidal plot 0.25ha in size. 

The site is broadly level at 52m AOD, the local topography dipping gently to the north west 
towards the River Severn at 49m AOD, approximately 30m from the site’s northern 
boundary. 

The site immediately prior to the investigation was largely surfaced with tarmac hardstanding 
for “The Strand” car park. The bus station adjoins the site to the north east, buildings and 
loading bays for the Riverside Mall shopping centre to the south west, and the Raven 
Meadows multi Storey car park to the south east. The north-western site boundary fronts 
onto Smithfield Road. 
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Figure 1: Site Location 

 

Reproduced by Permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. Crown Copyright and Database Right. All Rights 
Reserved. OS Licence Number Al100012293 

Local geology at the site comprises recent (Quarternary) alluvium overlying fluvio-glacial 
drift, which in turn overlies Keele Beds1.  

Site investigations for geotechnical purposes have demonstrated that up to 3.65m of made 
ground overlying approximately 5m of soft alluvium is present beneath the site. Borehole 
logs indicated that the sequence of made ground includes demolition material to 
approximately 2.2m depth below the existing ground level, which overlies a deposit of dark 
brown silty sandy clay 1.45m deep containing concrete, brick, bitumen and mortar fragments 
(Borehole 1). Borehole 2 indicated a shallower deposit sequence with c. 0.6m of demolition 
material overlying 1.5m of silty sandy clay containing concrete, brick and bitumen. It is 
possible in both instances that the lower silty deposits could represent a buried land surface 
between 0.6 and 2.2m below ground level, the modern components derived from the 
deposits above during drilling. In addition a deposit of organic silty clay was detected in a 
band from north east to south west across the site. A Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) 

                                                
1 Risk Management Ltd Unpublished Report RML 4019 July 2009 

Shrewsbury 
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survey to plot underground services running through the site also recorded a potential linear 
archaeological feature along the site’s western edge. 

1.4 Archaeological and Historical Background 

There have been no previous archaeological investigations at the site. A geotechnical site 
investigation has been undertaken which included borehole logs that have provided a 
preliminary characterisation of below ground deposits. In addition ground-penetrating radar 
was used to search for utilities, and one linear anomaly was detected which could be 
archaeological in origin. 

The archaeological and historical record for the area of Shrewsbury within which the current 
site lies shows that it was formerly part of the floodplain of the River Severn. This is identified 
as the Roushill-Raven Meadows floodplain across which the north-western part of the town’s 
Norman, medieval and Civil War defences ran2.  

Excavations at the Roushill/Smithfield Road junction c. 100m south west of the current site 
managed to locate the 17th century town wall, without investigating the deep post-medieval 
made ground retained behind the wall. Further investigations indicate that around 3m of 
made ground has accumulated around the defences sealing the former flooplain surface at 
3-4m depth. Historically the area has been used for pasture, with urban expansion onto the 
area of the site from the late 17th century3.  

To the north of the Roushill-Raven Meadows floodplain zone, the modern riverbank at 
Raven Meadows has been shown to contain around 1m of Victorian made ground against 
the outer face of the Civil War defences before reaching flood depth. 

Historic mapping for the area which includes maps from the 15th century onwards indicates 
that until the 17th century the site lay within an area of pasture to the south west of the 
medieval wall which adjoined the Norman defences to the north east (Figure 2). An outer 
circuit extended the medieval defences as far as Gilbert’s Tower, adjacent to the western 
side of the site. During the Civil War the circuit of the wall was extended approximately along 
the line of Smithfield Road to encompass Raven Meadows. The 1882 Ordnance Survey 
town plan (1:500; Figure 3) indicates the site of Gilbert’s Tower immediately adjacent to the 
site’s western boundary, within the current line of Smithfield Road (at that time the site was 
occupied by the Smithfield cattle market).  

                                                
2 Baker, N 2010 Shrewsbury: An Archaeological Assessment of an English Border Town. Oxbow p54 
3 Ibid p55 
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Figure 2: John Speed’s Map of Shrewsbury, 1610 

 

Figure 3: Ordnance Survey Town Plan of Shrewsbury 1882 (1:500)  

 

Approximate Site 
Location 
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1.5 Potential impact on archaeological resource 

The proposed development comprises a 136-bed hotel with piled foundations (Figures 4 and 
5). The groundworks scheme includes the excavation of pile caps, trenching for drainage 
and other services, lift pits and an undercroft. Preliminary drawings of the foundation design 
suggest that excavations for these features will be to a depth of 750mm. In addition an array 
of board piles will be cast in-situ using a continuous flight auger (CFA) on a grid 
approximately 7m x 4m from centre to centre of piles, and sunk into the underlying solid 
geology of the site.  

As a comparison of various piling techniques, the use of CFA replacement piles is least likely 
to have collateral damage to either the archaeological deposits they are cut into, or 
archaeological deposits adjacent to the site4.   

All components of the development involving intrusive excavation works may potentially 
have an impact on below ground archaeological remains, particularly those associated with 
the town defences and any undisturbed buried land surfaces.  

                                                
4 Piling and Archaeology: an English Heritage Guidance Note 2007, p12-13 
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Figure 4 : Preliminary Layout of Proposed Development 
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Figure 5: Preliminary Foundation Arrangement 

 



Whitbread Group 8 SLR Project Ref 406.03884.00001 
Premier Inn Shrewsbury Archaeological Excavation February 2012 
 

SLR 

2.0 METHODOLOGY 

As described in the written scheme of investigation5, the principal aims of the archaeological 
programme were: 

• To discharge a condition of planning consent for development at the site 
• To implement a trenching exercise designed specifically to identify the location, 

alignment and characteristics of any features associated with the medieval and Civil 
War town defences within the development site boundary, and to gain an 
understanding of structural elements, sediment and made ground deposition behind 
the wall 

 The specific objectives cited were as follows: 

• to excavate six trenches within the car park area 
• to make a detailed record of all deposits encountered 
• to backfill the trenches if necessary 
• to prepare a detailed report presenting the results of the investigation, and a 

discussion of the significance of any remains in light of the known archaeology of the 
immediate area (this report). 

Trench locations were defined in the written scheme of investigation according to the 
rationale described in Table 1 below.  The locations were plotted in GIS before commencing 
the site works and then positioned on site using taped measurements from the site 
boundaries.  

Table 1: Proposed Trenching Strategy 

Trench Width Length Targets Total Area 

1 5m 2m Organic silt identified in borehole tests  10m2 

2 3m 3m 
Foundations for defensive wall leading to 
Gilbert’s Tower, NE-SW linear feature picked up 
in GPR scan 

9m2 

3 15m 2m Organic silt identified in borehole tests (utilising 
course of proposed drain)  30m2 

4 6m 4m 
Foundations for defensive wall leading to 
Gilbert’s Tower, NE-SW linear feature picked up 
in GPR scan 

24m2 

5 10m 2m General deposit formation within an area 
accessible in NW of site 20m2 

6 3m 3m Organic silt identified in borehole tests 9m2 

The total area of proposed excavation was approximately 100m2, equating to 4% of the site 
area (0.25ha). 

All trench locations were checked against the existing service plans to ensure that no live 
services were affected by the works, and each trench location was scanned with a cable 
avoidance tool and signal generator prior to excavation. A test pit was hand excavated 
above the line of a suspected medium pressure gas main adjacent to the northern edge of 

                                                
5 SLR 2011, Premier Inn Shrewsbury: Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation. SLR 
Unpublished Report 111215 Premier In  Shrewsbury WSI Rev 1 LHTM 
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the site. This was not encountered, however, a telecoms service may have obscured the 
pipe at a greater depth. The untested presence of this gas main meant that Trenches 2 and 
4 had to be moved southwards c.3m. 

The trenches were opened using a 13 ton tracked excavator fitted with a toothless ditching 
bucket. Tarmac surfaces and concrete footings were broken out using a hydraulic breaker 
where necessary. 

Due to the depth of the trenches (all over 2m in depth) the sides were stepped outwards to 
enable access. In practice some of the made ground deposits encountered were soft and 
unstable, meaning that in a few cases the stepped lower portions of the trenches could not 
be entered. When water was encountered in Trenches 1 and 2 excavation ceased. 

Each trench was recorded using a single context recording system. Hand drawn plans were 
made at 1:50 scale, and a representative section (where possible due to health and safety 
constraints) drawn at 1:20. A photographic record was maintained in high resolution digital 
format. Final trench locations were plotted using taped dimensions to the site boundaries. 

Reduced levels were calculated using as a bench mark a spot height of 51.68m AOD quoted 
for the cover level of manhole SW03 on topographical survey drawing 2830/0001 (Clugston 
Survey Services). All levels quoted in this report are consistent with this bench mark. 

The fieldwork was undertaken between the 16th and 25th January 2012 during which time the 
conditions were cold and clear.  

Monitoring meetings were held with the Planning Archaeologist on Tuesday 17th and Friday 
20th January. 
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3.0 RESULTS 

3.1 Summary 

No significant archaeological remains were encountered in any of the trenches excavated.  

The former floodplain ‘meadow’ deposit was encountered in the bases of Trenches 3, 4 and 
5. 

In all trenches deep layers of reclamation material (‘made ground’) were present to depths in 
excess of 2m. These deposits were sealed in isolated places by a herringbone brick surface 
interpreted as the floor of the former cattle market. Elsewhere significant truncation had 
occurred as a result of the construction of a telecoms building in the mid 20th century, which 
was demolished earlier this century. Demolition layers were sealed by the modern hardcore 
and tarmac of the existing car park.   

The results of each trench investigation are discussed below. Final trench locations are 
illustrated in Figure 6 below, with footprint of the trenches shown in red outline . 

Figure 6: Trench Location Plan 
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Figure 7: Working shot of excavation facing north 

 

3.2 Trench 1 

Trench 1 was opened by machine in the western corner of the development site. The 
intended target of the trench was a deposit of organic silt identified in borehole tests.  

In order to achieve the proposed dimensions of 2m x 5m in plan, the sides were stepped 
outwards resulting in a trench that measured 6.2m x 5m in plan (oriented north west – south 
east). The final depth was 2.14m below ground level when water flooded the trench. 

No significant archaeological features were encountered in this trench.  

Excavation was stopped at 49.78m AOD due to water ingress. This was initially interpreted 
as groundwater, but based on observations across the remainder of the site it appears more 
likely to have been water that had accumulated in one of the layers of made ground exposed 
by the excavation. 

The stratigraphic sequence observed in this trench comprised at least 1.8m of made ground 
overlain by around 0.4m depth of 19th and 20th century ground surfaces. 

The made ground sequence comprised 18 visible layers which tipped down from the 
northern edge of the site to the south and east. The sequence of deposits is described in 
stratigraphic order (earliest first) in Table 2 below. In summary the layers included deposits 
of brick rubble, coarse grit, red clay, builders’ sand, redeposited soils and ashy deposits 
containing a small amount of artefactual material. Deposition appeared to have been 
haphazard but trending to the south east suggesting reclamation had commenced to the 
north adjacent to the river. With the exception of Trench 6 this pattern was replicated in the 
other trenches. The top of the made ground was situated at 51.50m AOD. 
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Overlying the made ground was a sequence of floor surfaces. These comprised a sand 
bedding layer (1019) for brick sett surface (1020), which in turn had been sealed by a layer 
of poured concrete approximately 80mm thick (1021). The concrete surface was sealed by a 
layer of reddish clinker (1022) used as hardcore for the modern tarmac car park surface 
(1023). 

The brick sett surface is interpreted as the original floor of the mid-19th century Smithfield 
cattle market. The poured concrete surface is likely to be associated with the GPO building 
which replaced the cattle market in the mid 20th century. 

The modern car park surface stood at between 51.85 and 51.95m AOD, dipping slightly to 
the north west. 

 Table 2: Summary of made ground layers in Trench 1 

Context 
Description Deposit 

thickness 
Inclusions Artefacts 

1001 Mid brown loam 0.3m - - 
1002 Reddish demolition 

rubble 
0.18m Brick - 

1003 Coarse ash and mid-
brown loam 

0.22m - - 

1004 Reddish sand and gravel 0.24m Frequent small pebbles - 
1005 Grey clay and gravel 0.16m - - 
1006 Red sand and clay 0.64m Frequent small-medium 

pebbles 
- 

1007 Dark brown loam 0.08m - - 
1008 Mid brown silty clay 0.24m - - 
1009 Coarse gravel 0.14m - - 
1011 Grey sand/grit 0.25m Fine grit and grey/buff 

sand 
- 

1010 Dark grey- black ashy 
loam 

0.5m Frequent pebbles, ash and 
clinker 

Pottery, 
clay pipe  

1013 Red clay 0.27m Frequent medium pebbles - 
1012 Mid brown sand 0.07m - - 
1014 Red sand 0.15m Occasional medium 

pebbles 
- 

1015 Mid brown loam 0.2m Occasional pebbles - 
1016 Dark red/brown clay 0.89m Frequent rounded 

pebbles/cobbles 
- 

1017 Pale buff sand 0.17m Frequent angular stone - 
1018 Mid brown sandy loam 0.22m Frequent grit sized gravel - 
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 Figure 8: Trench 1 facing south west 

 

Figure 9: Plan of Trench 1 
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Figure 10: North East Facing Section, Trench 1 

 

3.3  Trench 2 

Trench 2 was opened by machine towards the centre of the north western boundary of the 
site. The trench was situated to target any evidence for the defensive wall leading to Gilberts 
Tower beneath the modern line of Smithfield Road, and also a north east – south west linear 
feature identified following a Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) scan for buried utilities.  

The trench location was moved from its proposed position during the course of the 
excavation. A medium pressure gas main running along the site’s northern boundary was 
investigated by hand-excavating a small test pit across its projected line. A probable 
telecoms service housed in a ceramic pipe was encountered, and immediately south east of 
this was a concrete surface and capped drain totalling 2.6m width. To avoid using the 
breaker near to the services the trench was therefore excavated 2.6m south of its proposed 
location.  

The final dimensions of the trench were approximately 4m x 4m oriented north west – south 
east (excluding the stripped concrete surface to the north west). The south eastern edge of 
the trench connected with Trench 3, the two being divided by a substantial reinforced 
concrete footing. The trench was 2.21m deep. 

No significant archaeological features were encountered in this trench.  

As with Trench 1, excavation was stopped at 49.83m AOD due to a water strike, likely to 
have been accumulated water within a deposit of made ground.  

The stratigraphic sequence comprised at least 1.6m of made ground deposits overlain by 
approximately 0.44m of disturbed 19th and 20th century ground surfaces.  

The made ground sequence comprised 5 visible in situ layers with no apparent tipping 
direction. The sequence of deposits is described in stratigraphic order (earliest first) in Table 
3 below. The layers were dominated by ashy waste which included apparent domestic waste 
as well as demolition material and deposits of soil and clay. 
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Table 3: Summary of made ground layers in Trench 2 

  
Context 

Description Deposit 
thickness 

Inclusions Artefacts? 

2001 Pink/buff ash and rubble 0.76m - Domestic 
pottery, 
shell 

2002 Brown sandy loam 0.17m Ash, rubble - 
2003 Mid brown sand (friable) 0.2m Frequent small pebbles - 
2004 Grey/white ash, sand and 

clay 
0.16m Frequent ash, charcoal 

and brick 
- 

2005 Red clay 0.18m - - 

The upper level of the made ground had been heavily disturbed by later excavations for 
services and footings associated with the GPO building. 

Along the south eastern edge of the trench layer (2005) had been truncated by cut [2009] for 
a 20th century drain and footing. The cut was at least 0.84m deep and 1.1m wide. In the 
centre of the cut was a reinforced concrete footing (2011), 0.84m deep and up to 3m wide, to 
the north of which was a ceramic drain pipe 0.2m in diameter encased in backfill (2010). The 
surface of the footing stood at 51.57m AOD, 0.44m below the existing ground level.  

Drain fill (2010) and footing (2011) were sealed by a modified made ground layer (2006) of 
mixed brown sandy loam 0.18m deep which incorporated remnants of the cattle market brick 
sett surface (2012) adhering to the underside of concrete surface (2013). This layer had 
been cut by a service trench for a redundant electricity cable [2007] 0.68m wide and 0.94m 
deep filled by redeposited ash and earth (2008). 

An overlying deposit of reddish clinker (2014) up to 0.14m deep formed the bedding layer for 
the modern tarmac car park surface (2015), and had been cut along the northern edge of the 
trench by a cut for a concrete encased drain (2018). The modern ground level stood at 
around 52.04m AOD. 

Figure 11: Trench 2 facing east 
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Figure 12: Plan of Trench 2/3 
      

 

3.4 Trench 3 

Trench 3 was opened by machine in the centre of the site. The trench was positioned to 
target organic silts identified in borehole tests, and utilised the alignment of a proposed 
drain. 

The trench measured 13m south east – north west and was 4.3m wide, stepping down to a 
narrow slot measuring 8m x 1.4m. The total depth of the trench was 2.67m. Due to the depth 
and instability of trench edges this trench was recorded in plan only, accompanied by 
photographic records and observations made of the general deposit sequence. 

No significant archaeological features were encountered in this trench. 

The basal deposit was a grey organic silt 2.26m below the existing ground level (i.e. organic 
silt at 49.79m AOD). This has been interpreted as the original floodplain/meadow surface. 

As seen in Trench 2, the silt was directly overlain by a similar sequence of imported 
demolition rubble, ashy waste and layers of redeposited earth and clay totalling 1.91m in 
thickness. The upper portion of this sequence included layers of grey clay silt, gravel lenses 
firm red clay.  
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0.6m below the modern surface were the partial remains of the brick sett surface for 
Smithfield cattle market. Flush with this surface were a series of large cuts for services 
including concrete encased ceramic drains and plastic ducts.  

The northern and central portions of the trench were dominated by substantial reinforced 
concrete footings standing at 51.55m AOD. These comprised north east – south west 
aligned strip foundations 0.4m wide, with larger concrete bases at either end up to 3m 
across and 0.84m deep.  

At the southern end of the trench the deposit sequence had been truncated by a cut 
containing concrete demolition rubble. The cut measured >6m in plan (south east – north 
west) and >1.3m in depth.  

All of the deposits in Trench 3 were sealed by a make-up layer of compacted gravel 0.25m 
thick and c. 0.1m of tarmac. The car park surface stood at 52.05m AOD. 

Figure 13: Working shot showing floodplain silts in base of Trench 3, facing south 
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Figure 14: Trench 3 facing north east 
 

 

3.5 Trench 4 

Trench 4 was excavated to the north east of Trench 2. It was situated towards the centre of 
the western boundary of the site in order to target any structural remains of the defensive 
wall leading to Gilbert’s Tower and identify if possible the origin of a linear anomaly picked 
up during a GPR scan of the site. 

As with Trench 2 the position was moved 3m to the south east in order to avoid working too 
close to a potential gas main.  

The final trench dimensions were 6.2m x 4.7m in plan (excluding exploratory excavation to 
the north west) and 2.53m in depth with stepped sides. 

No significant archaeological features were encountered in this trench.  

The organic floodplain/meadow silts were identified in the base of the trench at 49.52m 
AOD, 2.53m below the existing ground level. Working photographs of this layer were taken 
during excavation prior to collapse of the trench sides (Figure 16) 
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Figure 15: Basal deposits in Trench 4 facing north east 

 

The overlying made ground sequence comprised 6 identifiable layers totalling 2.2m in depth 
tipping towards the north, in this trench appearing ‘cleaner’ with less demolition material than 
observed in other trenches. The sequence is described in Table 4 below. 

Table 4: Summary of made ground layers in Trench 4 

  
Context 

Description Deposit 
thickness 

Inclusions Artefacts? 

4011 Reddish brown sandy 
clay 

>0.6m Occasional rounded 
pebbles 

- 

4010 Reddish brown sandy 
clay 

0.5m - - 

4009 Light brown sandy silty 
clay 

0.5m Occasional charcoal and 
ceramic building material 
flecking 

- 

4008 Orange brown sandy clay 0.15m Small pebbles - 
4007 Mid brown sandy silt 0.5m Occasional ceramic 

building material 
- 

The made ground sequence was sealed by discontinuous layers of demolition rubble (4012) 
and concrete (4004) 0.08m thick and had been partially truncated by two brick inspection 
chambers (4005) and (4006). 

The modern surface comprised 0.12m thick layer of tarmac over 0.16m thick layer of sub-
base. The car park surface stood at 52.05m AOD. 
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Figure 16: Plan of Trench 4 

 

3.6 Trench 5 

Trench 5 was excavated in the north east part of the site, positioned to investigate a blank 
area of the site accessible by machine. 

The finished trench dimensions were 11.1m x 5.6m oriented north west – south east, with 
stepped sides to an exposed base measuring 5.8m x 2.5m. The total trench depth was 
2.29m. 

No significant archaeological features were encountered in this trench. 

Organic floodplain/meadow silts were identified in the base of the trench at 49.75m AOD, 
2.29m below the existing ground level. This deposit (5045) comprised a soft greyish clayey 
silt with occasional charcoal flecking.  

The silt was directly overlain by a sequence of 30 identifiable made ground deposits totalling 
1.7m in depth tipping from north west to south east. These deposits are described in 
stratigraphic order in Table 5 below. The top of the in situ made ground stood at 51.54m 
AOD, 0.5m below the existing ground level.   
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Table 5: Summary of made ground layers in Trench 5 

  Context 
Description Deposit 

thickness 
Inclusions 

5040 Compacted silty clay (redeposited 
silt?) 

0.17m - 

5044 Building rubble and clayey silt 0.8m Mortar and charcoal 
5039 Pink sandy clay 0.12m Occasional lime mortar 

fragments  
5038 Light brown sandy clay 0.52m Occasional building 

material 
5037 Loose mid-brown sandy clay 0.4m Mortar, charcoal and 

building material 
5041 Loose mid-brown sandy silty clay  0.74m Building rubble, charcoal, 

mortar  
5032 Dark brown clay silt  0.52m Frequent brick and 

occasional mortar 
fragments 

5027 Red sandy clay lens 0.06m - 
5026 Lime mortar lens 0.02m - 
5019 Compacted silty clay (redeposited 

silt?) 
0.14m - 

5031 Mid-brown clay silt 0.08m Occasional rounded 
stones  

5030 Loose brown/pink silty clay 0.25m Occasional pebbles 
5029 Lime mortar lens 0.04m - 
5028 Mid-brown sandy silt 0.2m Occasional pebbles 
5023 Loose dark brown silt 0.25m Occasional mortar, 

charcoal flecks, fine grit 
5022 Loose light orange/brown sandy 

clay 
0.28m Occasional rounded and 

angular pebbles 
5021 Loose mid-dark brown clayey sandy 

silt 
0.38m - 

5020 Loose light pinkish brown silty clay 0.07m - 
5015 Loose dark brown sandy clayey silt 0.17m Occasional ceramic 

building material and 
angular stones 

5014 Orange brown sandy silty clay 0.25m Occasional rounded 
stones 

5013=5007 Mid brown sandy silt  0.58m Frequent pebbles 
5012 Reddish ceramic building material 

rubble 
0.06m Grit 

5011=5006 Loose mortar and sandy silt 0.24m Occasional ceramic 
building material and 
charcoal  

5005 Loose grey brown sandy silt 0.23m Occasional stones and 
ceramic building material 

5046 Pinkish brown clay 0.14m - 
5018 Dark brown sandy silt 0.2m - 
5017 Compacted pink clay 0.08m Occasional angular 

stones 
5016 Light grey sandy silt 0.18m Frequent charcoal 
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Figure 17: North east facing section, Trench 5  

 

Three pits or linear features had been cut into the upper surface of the made ground; [5033], 
[5035] and [5008]. No evidence for their use was encountered such as service pipes or 
refuse in the backfill. 

Two section of a linear poured-concrete footing was situated along the south western edge 
of the trench (contexts 5004 and 5042). Each section was greater than 3m in length and 
greater than 0.2m wide, with deeper portions 0.75m thick at the north western end. These 
are interpreted as forming part of the structure for the demolished telecom building. 

The footings were overlain by a deposit of loose demolition rubble 0.25m thick (5003), a 
layer of gravel sub-base 0.15m thick (5002=5025) and the modern tarmac surface (5001) 
which stood at 52.04m AOD. 
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Figure 18: Plan of Trench 5 
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Figure 19: North East Facing Section, Trench 5 
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3.7 Trench 6 

Trench 6 was opened in the eastern corner of the site. It was situated in order to investigate 
organic silt identified in borehole tests. 

The final trench dimensions were 6.85m x 3m in plan (oriented north west to south east). 
The overall dimensions were constrained by the presence of live electricity services and 
drains which meant that the trench was stepped inwards to a base measuring 1.1m x 2.5m. 
The total depth was 2.38m. Due to unstable trench edges the lower portion of the trench 
could not be entered and excavation was stopped at 49.45m AOD. 

A sequence of made ground deposits totalling at least 2.15m depth was recorded; this 
comprised 15 deposits including dumps of roofing slate, redeposited clay, sand and gravel. 
The sequence is summarised in Table 6 below. 

Table 6: Summary of made ground layers in Trench 6 

 Context 
Description Depth Inclusions Artefacts 

6025 Mid grey brown sandy clay 0.24m Mortar flecks - 
6024 Loose grey sandy clay 0.34m Gravel - 
6023 Loose layer of roofing slate 0.16m Mortar and ceramic 

building material 
Flower pot 

6019 Dark brown sandy silt 0.4m Occasional small 
stones and mortar 
flecks 

- 

6022 Pink clay 0.54m Dark clay mottles Earthenware 
pottery 

6021 Light brown clayey sand 0.06m - - 
6020 Dark brown mottled silty 

sand 
0.2m Charcoal flecks - 

6018 Loose light brown clayey 
sand 

0.29m - - 

6017 Grey sandy clay 0.09m Occasional charcoal 
flecks 

- 

6016 Loose pink sandy clay 0.35m - - 
6015 Grey sand and gravel  0.14m - - 
6014 Buff sandy gravel 0.22m - - 
6013 Mottled light brown clay 0.22m - - 
6012 Pink sandy clay 0.14m Building material and 

mortar 
- 

6011 Gravel 0.1m  - 

At the northern and southern edges of the trench the upper sequence of layers had been 
truncated by cuts for modern services [6006] and [6026], including ceramic and cast iron 
drains. 

The modern ground surface comprised a layer of tarmac 0.08m thick (6001) overlying up to 
0.15m of gravel hardcore (6002 / 6005). The ground surface stood at 51.83m AOD. 
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Figure 20: View of Trench 6 facing north 
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Figure 21: Plan of Trench 6 

 

Figure 22: South West Facing Section, Trench 6 
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4.0 ARTEFACTS 

A small number of artefacts were collected during the excavations. The totals are 
summarised in Table 7 below.  

Table 7: Summary of artefacts recovered  
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In general very few of the made ground deposits on site yielded artefacts, suggesting that 
the majority of the material was derived from bulk sediment deposits and not household 
waste/refuse. 

Ceramic material was recovered from contexts in Trenches 1, 2 and 6. In Trench 1 (context 
1010) the pottery included dark-glazed earthenware, salt glazed stoneware and porcelain, 
with forms indicating domestic plates, cups, bowls and a storage jar or bottle. In Trench 2 
(context 2001) the finds included a dark glazed earthenware dish and a salt glazed 
stoneware jug and jar-lid. The pottery in context 6022 (Trench 6) included part of a dark-
glazed earthenware bowl, and fragments of creamware and porcelaineous drinking vessels, 
while in context (6023) the single find comprised the base of an unglazed earthenware 
flower pot with vestiges of green paint on the outside. All of the pottery is of 19th century 
date. 

Animal bone was recovered from a single context (2001) in Trench 2. This comprised a 
small fragment of sheep/goat rib with clear knife cut marks. 

Clay pipe was recovered from contexts (1010), (4001) and as an unstratified find in Trench 
3. All three fragments were from stems with no diagnostic features. A single piece from 
context (4001) was within the floodplain silt at the base of the trench. 

A single unidentified iron object with heavy corrosion products was recovered from context 
(1010) in Trench 1. 
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5.0 DISCUSSION  

No significant archaeological remains were encountered in any of the trenches. There were 
no structural remains of the town defences or the relationship between them and the 
reclaimed land to the south. The investigation of the most northerly part of the site was, 
however, hampered by the presence of services running along the Smithfield Road frontage. 

The depth of the deposits on site are summarised in Table 8. 

Table 8: Depth of deposits encountered in all trenches  

 

Trench Modern 
Surface 

Floodplain 
Surface 

Made Ground 
Depth 

Base of 
excavation  

1 51.9m AOD - >1.8m 49.78m AOD 
2 52.04 m AOD - >1.6m 49.83m AOD 
3 52.05m AOD 49.79m AOD 1.91m 49.38m AOD 
4 52.05m AOD 49.52m AOD 2.2m 49.52m AOD 
5 52.04m AOD 49.75m AOD 1.7m 49.75m AOD 
6 51.83m AOD - >2.15m 49.45m AOD 

The floodplain silt deposit was encountered in Trenches 3, 4 and 5 (i.e. the north west 
portion of the site. The surface was recorded between 49.52 and 49.79m AOD. No features 
were cut into this layer and no artefacts were encountered. In all of these trenches it was 
apparent that the reclamation deposits had been laid directly onto the former floodplain soil.  

Trench 5 provided the most coherent section through the made ground, as well as an open 
area of the original floodplain soil. This demonstrated the complex, sequentially layered 
nature of the land reclamation deposits. The tipping of the deposits in Trenches 1, 2 and 5 
indicated a clear progression of deposition from north to south, less so in Trenches 3 and 4. 
The deposits in Trench 6 tipped from north east to south west, counter to any of the other 
observed sequences.  

It was not possible to distinguish phasing in the made ground profile. In many cases the 
layers contained no artefacts, but comprised layers of redeposited sand, clay, earth and 
gravel. A significant proportion of the deposits contained demolition material, including brick, 
roofing slate and mortar. These did not provide sound dating evidence however due to their 
unknown provenance and potential issues of residuality.   

Accumulated water was encountered in Trenches 1 and 2 (i.e. within the western portion of 
the site) therefore the targets of these trenches were not reached. A comparison of the 
depths of excavation suggests that Trenches 1 and 2 may almost have reached the base of 
the made ground profile before water was struck. Trench 6 also failed to reach the intended 
target of organic sediment. In this trench the base of excavation (49.45m AOD) was lower 
that the level of the original floodplain, suggesting that truncation had possibly occurred in 
this location.  

Artefactual evidence was limited but demonstrates that some domestic refuse was tipped at 
the site. The pottery all dates from the 19th century, with glazed earthenware vessels 
common. 

Evidence for the 19th century cattle market comprised a discontinuous layer of bricks in 
herringbone pattern which is likely to have formed the market floor. Some of the drains 
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identified may have related to its 19th century use, though no direct relationships with the 
market floor were seen to demonstrate this. 

The foundation height for the telecom building was around 51.55m, with isolated areas of 
truncation to a further depth of 0.85m. In situ foundation and service deposits were more 
common in central and western portion of the site. Towards the southern end of Trench 3 in 
particular there was also a deep zone of truncation within which demolition rubble (principally 
concrete and steel) had been deposited. 

The modern formation for the car park directly overlay the original telecom demolition 
horizon. 

 

 

 



Whitbread Group 31 SLR Project Ref 406.03884.00001 
Premier Inn Shrewsbury Archaeological Excavation February 2012 
 

SLR 

6.0 CONCLUSION 
 
The English Heritage resource assessment undertaken by Nigel Baker identified the site as 
lying within Zone XXVI: The Roushill – Raven meadows floodplain. He characterised this 
area as typically having alluvial silts lying at 48.7 – 49.7m AOD, 2.8 – 3.8m below existing 
ground level in the southern part and a further 1m deep in the northern part “where the 
anomalous line of the 52m contour suggests a broad reclamation zone associated with the 
former Smithfield Cattle Market.”6 The investigations conducted in advance of construction 
for a Premier Inn have now provided hard evidence to confirm these suggestions. 
 
The minimal dating evidence recovered does not suggest a long period of gradual 
accumulation of waste deposits from domestic occupation, such as would be expected from 
nightearth if the area had been used as a city dump. The nature of the tipping episodes and 
mixed material incorporating relatively modern artefacts, strongly suggests that the made-
ground may have been specifically designed as reclamation to raise the ground prior to 
construction of Smithfield Cattle Market in the 19th century. The lack of horn cores, cattle 
skulls or animal bones demonstrates that activities related to the cattle market were not 
being conducted on the site and contributing to the accumulation of the deposit sequence. 
The fact that the dumped deposits were capped by sand and a brick surface would be a 
logical design for finishing the reclamation process for its new use as an open area market 
place with stallage for beasts and related light-weight structures. 
 
Shrewsbury was known as a major centre for trade in livestock and by the mid 19th century 
the situation within the narrow streets of the town had become very congested and 
unsanitary with recent growth in trade7. Business was usually conducted by bringing 
livestock into the streets, and deals were sealed with a drink in a public house. Two sites 
were proposed for a purpose-built Smithfield, one at Abbey Foregate (which was deemed 
too small), and the other on Raven Meadows. Because they were prone to flooding they 
were initially drained, and Smithfield Road was built to link Mardol with the new railway 
station. On 19th November 1850 new Smithfield opened at Raven Meadows with a traditional 
dinner for 100 farmers and traders at the Britannia (Trinder 1984). The market served the 
county for over 100 years, closing in 1959 when it was moved further out of town to 
Harlescott. The site was subsequently used for construction of Telecom House office block. 
 
This investigation has also been useful in providing confirmation that the medieval and Civil 
War outer defences of Shrewsbury ran between the River Severn and the site. No evidence 
for a wall or for Gilbert’s Tower was found. Although the 1st edition OS map which shows 
Smithfield Road also labels "Site of Gilbert's Tower", the Urban Area Database does not 
record any evidence being discovered when the road was built in the late 1840s. There is a 
single reference of an observation in 1961 for Roushill Wall on Smithfield Road (UAD60246, 
EAS3748), and thus the location of the tower and the extent of the wall remains largely 
conjectural.  There is a very slight possibility that a ditch might lie beneath Trenches 1 and 2 
as water entered the trenches before the alluvial silts could be revealed, and tip lines could 
suggest infill of a deep feature, but the same pattern of tipping was found in trenches that 
were taken down to the old ground surface of the floodplain. This suggests that it is more 
likely deposits in Trenches 1 and 2 formed part of a general raising in level of the floodplain 
in this area, although by analogy, the Raven Meadows Ditch which ran at the base of the 

                                                
6 Baker, N 2010 Shrewsbury: An Archaeological Assessment of an English Border Town. Oxbow p55 
7 Trinder B. (ed) The Victorian Shrewsbury Research Group 1984 Victorian Shrewsbury: Studies in 
the history of a county town   Shropshire Libraries, p.23 
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Pride Hill - Castle Street escarpment has been difficult to identify in keyhole investigations 
because the silts are so similar to floodplain alluvium and buried beneath substantial 
levelling/reclamation material8. 
 

Figure 23: View of Smithfield Cattle Market in 1959 facing south (after Carr 19949) 

 

 
 

 

                                                
8 Baker, N 2010 Shrewsbury: An Archaeological Assessment of an English Border Town. Oxbow p55 
9 Carr, A D 1994 Shrewsbury Pictorial History. Phillimore and Co Ltd 
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7.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of the Whitbread Group; no warranties or guarantees are 
expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not be relied upon by 
other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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