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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report describes the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out on land at 
Fernhill Heath, Worcestershire. It has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ltd on behalf of 
Crest Nicholson PLC (hereafter the Client).

The site, comprising an area of former pasture centred on NGR SO 874 594, is currently 
under consideration for a housing development, and as part of the development process an 
archaeological evaluation was recommended to determine the presence or absence or 
archaeological remains at the site and so help to inform the design of the development and 
further treatment of any identified remains. 

The evaluation was carried out between 7th and 16th December 2009. All site works were 
undertaken in accordance with a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by SLR 
Consulting Ltd. The WSI conformed to a brief issued by the Historic Environment Planning 
Advisor to Worcestershire County Council (HER Ref WSM 30529, Appendix A) and adhered 
to guidance set out in the document Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Projects in 
Worcestershire (Worcestershire County Council 2008) and the IfA’s Standard and Guidance 
for Archaeological Evaluation (2008). The fieldwork reference code issued for the works by 
Worcester Archaeology Service is WSM 42101. 

SLR is a Registered Organisation (RO) with the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA). SLR 
undertakes work to the highest professional standards.  

SLR operates a quality management system to help ensure all projects are managed in a 
professional and transparent manner, which enables it to qualify for ISO 9001. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is located at NGR SO 874 594 (site centre) in the parish of North Claines, 
Wychavon District, Worcestershire (Figures 1 and 2). The site comprises an irregular 
‘wedge’-shaped parcel of land 9.19ha in size, to the north and west of the A38 Droitwich 
Road as it leaves the eastern edge of Fernhill Heath.   

The site has in recent years been under arable and pasture, divided into three large fields. 
To the south the site is bounded by the A38 and houses along Post Office Lane, to the west 
by the GWR Worcester to Wolverhampton railway line and to the north by the tree-lined 
Martin Brook, beyond which lies further agricultural land. The site is situated on a north-
facing slope between 45m and 35m AOD, which drops away to the north at Martin Brook.  

The British Geological Survey records that the bedrock within the development area 
comprises mudstones of the Mercia Mudstones Group. The drift geology at the site 
comprises a thin band of Quaternary alluvium along the course of Martin Brook at the 
northern edge of the site, and a 50m wide band of glaciofluvial sand and gravel of the 
Kidderminster Station Member across the southern edge of the site.  

At the time of the evaluation the site was slightly overgrown, having been ploughed 
approximately 6 months previously and then left undisturbed. Heavy rain throughout 
November meant that the ground was soft and wet when working, and during the site works 
the weather comprised intermittent heavy rain, thick fog and clear and cold conditions. A 
service plan provided by Peter Brett Associates indicated a number of active surface water 
drains crossing the site from south-north, a foul water sewer crossing the northern edge of 
the site parallel to Martin Brook, and a low pressure gas main running along the western 
edge of the site.   

Figure 1: Site Location 
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Figure 2: Detailed Site Location 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

There have been no previous archaeological investigations at the site. In 2008 an 
Archaeological Risk Appraisal was prepared which identified a number of key points relating 
to the cultural heritage value of the site: 

 It is situated immediately to the west of the main Roman road leading north from 
Worcester to the salt-town of Droitwich, and there may therefore be features 
associated with roadside development in the Roman period within the site boundary. 

 Field boundaries shown on historic maps towards the western edge of the site 
suggest medieval strip cultivation, and there is local evidence for small scale sand 
extraction which are of intrinsic cultural heritage interest 

 The northern boundary of the site is contiguous with Martin Brook which defines the 
ancient boundary between the parishes of Claines and Martin Hussingtree. 

The 1840 tithe map of Claines Parish (Figure 3 below) shows that prior to the establishment 
of the railway along the western edge of the site, the land immediately surrounding Fernhill 
Heath was divided into long, narrow strip fields, a remnant of medieval cultivation. These did 
not extend far into the site, and the remainder of the area was dominated by large post-
enclosure fields. The first edition Ordnance Survey map at a scale of 1:2500 (Figure 4) 
shows that by the later 19th century most of the strip fields had been combined to form larger 
units, and the current site configuration had, for the most part, been established.    

 Figure 3: 1840 Tithe Map of Claines 
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Figure 4: 1885 Ordnance Survey Map (1:2500)  

Prior to the current investigation a local resident and former archaeological illustrator with 
York Archaeological Trust had undertaken a programme of fieldwalking at the site when 
freshly ploughed to look for any artefact scatters. The small collection of finds was inspected 
by SLR. These comprised a number of sherds of post-medieval pottery from brown glazed 
earthenware and slipware vessels, as well as brick and tile fragments, an assemblage 
consistent with manuring of the fields in recent times with waste from the town. No artefacts 
of archaeological interest were noted.     
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4.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of the evaluation was to identify and characterise any previously unknown 
archaeological remains at the site, and provide information about any heritage constraints 
which may affect future development. The specific objectives were:  

 To consider the information gathered as part of the Archaeological Risk Appraisal 
(HER and record office data) prior to the commencement of site works 

 To undertake a programme of archaeological trial trenching within the site area, 
equating to a maximum 4% sample of the site split into a first phase of array-trenching 
and a second phase of targeted trenching 

 To prepare a report describing the results of these investigations (this report), with a 
discussion of the implications for development and the significance of the results with 
reference to local, regional and national research frameworks 

 To assist in determining the requirement for any further work at the site 
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5.0 METHODOLOGY 

The programme of archaeological investigation was developed in consultation with the 
Historic Environment Planning Advisor to Worcestershire County Council. The trial trenching 
was designed to sample a maximum 4% of the proposed development area, on a site of 
9.1ha equating to 3640m2, or 2022 linear metres of 1.8m wide trench. The trenching was 
split into two phases: 

Phase 1: Investigation of 60% of the required area by array trenching- 2184m2, or 1213 
linear metres of 1.8m wide trench carried out as 22 trenches, each 55m long  

Phase 2: Investigation of the remaining 40% of the required area as necessary, with 
trenches positioned based on the results of the first phase- a maximum further 810m of 
trenching.

The final trenching plan is indicated in Figure 5 below. The first 22 trenches were laid out on 
site using a Trimble Juno ST handheld GPS unit running ArcPad software. Slight 
amendments were made to the trench positions from the initial schematic plan to account for 
services crossing the site and any inaccessible areas (hedgerows, tree cover, public 
footpaths and garden fences). On completion of these a further eight trenches were 
excavated to investigate areas of interest, including higher sandy ground at the southern 
edge of the site, the land at the eastern edge of the site adjacent to the Roman road, and 
any other areas where coverage was not even following the first phase.  

Figure 5: Final Trench Location Plan 
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In total 30 trenches were excavated, equating to 1456 linear metres of trench 1.8m wide, or 
2621m2  (c 3% of the site area).  

All of the trenches were excavated using a 14 ton tracked excavator fitted with a toothless 
ditching bucket 1.8m wide. A fully qualified archaeologist directed the machine at all times, 
removing ploughsoil and subsoil in shallow spits until the top of undisturbed geology or 
features of archaeological significance were encountered.   

Each trench was recorded on pro-forma trench-recording sheets. A sample section from 
each was cleaned and photographed to illustrate the ground make-up, with accompanying 
text descriptions. A photographic record of the trenches, work progress and general site 
layout was maintained in high-resolution digital format.   

All of the trenches were backfilled with the excavated material. 
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6.0 RESULTS 

The trenches were excavated between the 7th and 16th December 2009. No significant 
archaeological remains were identified. The results below are described in tabular form; for 
trench locations refer to Figure 5 above. 

6.1 Trench 1 

This trench was located at the western edge of the site, the location determined randomly by 
positioning an array of trenches across the field. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Southwest-Northeast 

Description of Natural 
Red-brown sandy clay with frequent gravel and small pebbles. 
Pocket of gravel towards centre of trench 

Depth of Subsoil 
0.1m- no discernible subsoil at southern end of trench due to 
ploughing

Description of Subsoil Grey silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes Modern field drains noted at northern end of trench  

Trench 1 facing northeast 

Trench 1 west facing section 
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6.2 Trench 2 

This trench was located at the western edge of the site, the location determined randomly by 
positioning an array of trenches across the field. The western edge of the trench was moved 
eastwards to avoid a low pressure gas main and surface water pipe. No significant 
archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 56m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural Red-brown sandy silt with frequent rounded river pebbles 

Depth of Subsoil Less than 50mm 

Description of Subsoil Grey silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes
Post medieval field boundary noted 18m from eastern end of 
trench (see discussion) 

Trench 2 facing southeast 

Trench 2 north facing section 
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6.3 Trench 3 

This trench was located at the western edge of the site, the location determined randomly by 
positioning an array of trenches across the field. The northern edge of the trench was moved 
southwards to avoid a foul water sewer running along the northern edge of the site. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Southwest-Northeast 

Description of Natural 
Red-brown sand with bands of coarser gravel, becoming 
more clayey down slope to the north 

Depth of Subsoil None (ploughed out) 

Description of Subsoil - 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3-0.4m 

Notes
Post medieval field boundary noted across middle of trench 
(25m from northern end- see discussion) 

Trench 3 facing northeast 

Trench 3 east facing section 
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6.4 Trench 4 

This trench was located in the north-western corner of the site, the location determined 
randomly by positioning an array of trenches across the field. The trench was moved south 
and west from its intended position due to the presence of trees and a foul water sewer. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 40m x 1.8m 

Orientation East-West 

Description of Natural 
Firm pale grey clay with intermittent orange banding. 
Increasing concentration of gravel to east 

Depth of Subsoil None (ploughed out) 

Description of Subsoil - 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes
Sondage excavated at eastern end to confirm natural 
geology

Trench 4 facing east 

Trench 4 north facing section 



Crest Nicholson 13 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.5 Trench 5 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site on land sloping down towards 
Martin Brook. The trench position was determined on completion of the first phase of 
trenching, and was intended to investigate an area not covered by the earlier trenches. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Mid- grey/brown sandy silt with bands of gravel, becoming 
clayey at the far eastern end of the trench 

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Mid-brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 5 facing southeast 

Trench 5 south facing section 
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6.6 Trench 6 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site to the south of Trench 5. The 
trench position was determined on completion of the first phase of trenching, and was 
intended to investigate an area not covered by the earlier trenches. No significant 
archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 65m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural Red/brown sandy silt 

Depth of Subsoil None (ploughed out) 

Description of Subsoil - 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes

Two field boundaries were observed; a post-medieval 
boundary corresponding to that seen in Trenches 2, 3 and 10, 
28.4m from the western end, and a second 15.5m to the west 
corresponding to one of the strip fields shown on the 1840 tithe 
map (see discussion) 

Trench 6 facing southeast 

Trench 6 south facing section 
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6.7 Trench 7 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site to the east of Trench 5. The 
trench position was determined by the random array, moved south slightly to avoid a foul 
water sewer running along the northern edge of the site. No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 46m x 1.8m 

Orientation Southwest-Northeast 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown sandy silt with pockets of red clay and coarse 
gravels

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Grey sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3-0.4m 

Notes - 

Trench 7 facing northeast 

Trench 7 east facing section 
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6.8 Trench 8 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site to the south of Trench 7. The 
trench position was determined by a random array. No significant archaeological remains 
were encountered in this trench.

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural Red/brown silty clay 

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Grey sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 8 facing southwest 

Trench 8 west facing section 
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6.9 Trench 9 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site to the south of Trench 8. The 
trench position was determined by a random array. No significant archaeological remains 
were encountered in this trench.

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural 

Red/brown sandy silt at the southern end of the trench, grading 
into red boulder clay down slope to the north with occasional 
pockets of buff coloured sand 

Depth of Subsoil 0.2m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes
Deep rutting noted at southern end of trench due to movement 
of farm vehicles 

Trench 9 facing northeast (note 
ruts in foreground) 

Trench 9 east facing section 
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6.10 Trench 10 

This trench was located towards the western end of the site to the south of Trench 9 and 
adjacent to the southern site boundary. The trench position was determined by a random 
array, though the trench had to be moved slightly to the west to avoid a hedgerow. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown silty clay with occasional pockets of gravel, 
becoming increasingly clayey to west 

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Mid-brown/buff silty sand 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes

Topsoil black and friable at southern end of trench. Post-
medieval field boundary seen in Trenches 2, 3 and 6 also seen 
at western end of Trench 10. A possible secondary boundary or 
deep rutting observed 8m to west (see discussion).  

Trench 10 facing northwest  

Trench 10 south facing section 
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6.11 Trench 11 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site near to the northern site boundary 
and Martin Brook. The trench position was determined by a random array, though moved 
slightly to the east to avoid a hedgerow. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 50m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 

Across the eastern half of the trench a grey/brown silty clay, 
becoming gravelly 10m from western end, then giving way to 
stiff orange boulder clay 

Depth of Subsoil 0.2m 

Description of Subsoil Grey silty sand 

Depth of Topsoil 0.25m 

Notes -  

Trench 11 facing southeast 

Trench 11 north facing section 



Crest Nicholson 20 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.12 Trench 12 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site near to the northern site boundary 
and Martin Brook. The trench position was determined by a random array. No significant 
archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural Grey/brown silty clay with occasional pockets of fine gravel 

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Mid grey/brown silty clay 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes -  

Trench 12 facing northeast 

Trench 12 west facing section 
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6.13 Trench 13 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site to the south of Trench 12. The 
trench position was determined by a random array. No significant archaeological remains 
were encountered in this trench.

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown silty clay with occasional bands of gravel towards 
the eastern end of the trench 

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Mid brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.4m 

Notes Standing water in level areas 

Trench 13 facing northwest 

Trench 13 south facing section 



Crest Nicholson 22 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.14 Trench 14 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site immediately to the north of Fernhill 
Heath House. The trench position was determined by a random array, though moved slightly 
to the north to avoid a garden fence and overhanging willow. No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 46m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown silty clay becoming gravelly at southern end of the 
trench

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Grey/brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes
Topsoil not ploughed at southern end near house. Sondage 
excavated at northern end of trench to test natural 

Trench 14 facing northeast 

Trench 14 east facing section 
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6.15 Trench 15 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site near to the northern site boundary. 
The trench position was determined following the first phase of excavation, and was situated 
to investigate an area not covered by earlier trenching. No significant archaeological remains 
were encountered in this trench.

Length x Width 45m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Grey silty gravel (medium rounded river pebbles) at southern 
end of trench becoming less gravelly 10m to the north 

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Mid red/brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 15 facing northwest 

Trench 15 north facing section 
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6.16 Trench 16 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site near to the southern site boundary 
and immediately to the east of Fernhill Heath House. The trench was excavated after the 
first phase of trenching, situated to investigate an area of higher ground on freely drained 
sand. No significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 60m x 1.8m 

Orientation East-West 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown sand and banded boulder clay with pockets of 
gravel, becoming clayey to west 

Depth of Subsoil Less than 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Mid red/brown sandy loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes Subsoil and natural scarred by deep ploughing 

Trench 16 facing west 

Trench 16 north facing section (note visible plough 
scars)



Crest Nicholson 25 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.17 Trench 17 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site near to the southern site boundary 
and northeast of Trench 16. The trench position was determined by a random array, though 
moved slightly to the west to avoid a hedgerow. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 

Banded red/brown sand and clay at southern end of trench, 
becoming increasingly gravelly with red/brown silty sand matrix 
to the north 

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Mid red/brown sandy loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.4m 

Notes - 

Trench 17 facing southeast 

Trench 17 east facing section  
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6.18 Trench 18 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site to the northeast of Trench 17. The 
trench position was determined by a random array, crossing a former field boundary visible 
on aerial photographs and recent OS mapping. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 56m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural 
Clean brown sandy silt becoming gravelly (small to medium 
rounded river pebbles) towards southern end of trench 

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown silty clay 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes
Base of post-medieval field boundary encountered at southern 
end of trench (see discussion) 

Trench 18 facing northeast 

Trench 18 east facing section  
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6.19 Trench 19 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site to the northeast of Trench 18 near 
the northern site boundary. The trench position was determined by a random array, though 
moved slightly to avoid a foul water sewer along Martin Brook. A short extension was 
excavated northwards from the mid-point of Trench 19 to further investigate an area of 
modern disturbance. No significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m and 12m x 1.8m  

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural Uniform red/brown silty clay 

Depth of Subsoil 0.2m 

Description of Subsoil Mid-brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes

Sub-rectangular area of modern disturbance in centre of 
trench measuring 4m n-s x 3.6m e-w. Cuts through topsoil, 
backfilled with modern brick rubble. 

Trench 19 facing southeast 

Trench 19 north facing section  

Area of disturbance in centre of trench 
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6.20 Trench 20 

This trench was located in the central portion of the site to the south of Trench 19. The 
trench position was determined by a random array, though moved slightly to the west to 
avoid the hedgerow bordering the site. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 46m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Red/brown silty clay with occasional pockets of gravel. Clean, 
soft brown sand noted within the southern 5.3m of the trench 

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown silty loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 20 facing northwest 

Trench 20 north facing section  
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6.21 Trench 21 

This trench was located towards the eastern end of the site near the northern site boundary. 
The trench was positioned following the first phase of excavation to provide even coverage 
of the site. It was noted that this part of the field was very wet, and shortly after excavation 
the trench rapidly filled with standing water. No significant archaeological remains were 
encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 40m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Firm grey clay grading into red silty clay at the far southern 
end of the trench 

Depth of Subsoil 0.2m 

Description of Subsoil Pale brown sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.35m 

Notes - 

Trench 21 facing northwest 

Trench 21 south facing section  
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6.22 Trench 22 

This trench was located towards the eastern end of the site to the south of Trench 21 
adjacent to the southern site boundary. The trench position was determined by a random 
array, though moved slightly to the west to avoid a hedgerow. No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 45m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Clean brown sand at the southern end of the trench, 
developing into a mid-brown sandy silt 10m to the north 

Depth of Subsoil 0.3m 

Description of Subsoil Red brown sandy loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 22 facing northwest 

Trench 22 north facing section  
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6.23 Trench 23 

This trench was located towards the eastern end of the site to the northeast of Trench 22. 
The trench position was determined by a random array. No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 55m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural 

Clean brown sand with occasional medium river pebbles at the 
southern end of the trench, developing to a clayey silt 10m to 
the north 

Depth of Subsoil 0.3m 

Description of Subsoil Mid-brown sandy loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 23 facing northeast 

Trench 23 east facing section  
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6.24 Trench 24 

This trench was located towards the eastern end of the site adjacent to the southern site 
boundary. The trench position was determined by a random array. No significant 
archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 40m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 

Grey sand at the southern end of the trench, developing to a 
silty clay at the northern end of the trench with pockets of 
gravel

Depth of Subsoil 0.3m 

Description of Subsoil Mid-brown sandy loam 

Depth of Topsoil 0.35m 

Notes - 

Trench 24 facing northwest 

Trench 24 east facing section  
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6.25 Trench 25 

This trench was located towards the eastern end of the site adjacent to the northern site 
boundary. The trench position was determined by a random array, though the trench was 
split into two (25 and 26) to avoid crossing a public footpath. No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 25m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Buff/grey silty clay with occasional bands of stiff red clay at the 
northern end

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Grey brown clay silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 25 facing northwest 

Trench 25 east facing section  



Crest Nicholson 34 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.26 Trench 26 

This trench was located at the eastern end of the site adjacent to the southern site boundary. 
The trench was a continuation of Trench 25, the two having been separated to avoid 
crossing a public footpath. No significant archaeological remains were encountered in this 
trench.

Length x Width 27m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 

Clean light brown-red sand with pockets of coarser gravels and 
pebbles, grading into a buff, wet silty clay in the northern half of 
the trench

Depth of Subsoil 0.4m 

Description of Subsoil Mid grey/brown clay silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 26 facing northwest 

Trench 26 east facing section  
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6.27 Trench 27 

This trench was located at the eastern end of the site adjacent to the southern site boundary. 
The trench position was determined by a random array, though the trench was moved 
slightly to the north to avoid the hedgerow along the site boundary. No significant 
archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 45m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural 
Clean red/brown sand at southern end of trench, grading to a 
banded silty clay at the northern end   

Depth of Subsoil 0.4m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 27 facing northwest 

Trench 27 west facing section  
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6.28 Trench 28 

This trench was located at the eastern end of the site adjacent to the northern site boundary. 
The trench position was determined by a random array, but was also situated near to the line 
of the A38 Roman road (approximately 100m to the east). No significant archaeological 
remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 50m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural 
Clean red/brown sand at southern end of trench, grading to a 
red/brown clay at the northern end

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown sandy silt 

Depth of Topsoil 0.3m 

Notes - 

Trench 28 facing northeast 

Trench 28 east facing section  
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6.29 Trench 29 

This trench was located at the eastern end of the site adjacent to the eastern site boundary. 
The trench was excavated as part of the second phase of trenching, situated as close to the 
line of the A38 Roman road as possible which lay approximately 75m to the east. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 30m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northwest-Southeast 

Description of Natural Firm red/brown clay, very wet   

Depth of Subsoil 0.15m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown silty clay 

Depth of Topsoil 0.26m 

Notes Sondage excavated at northern end to confirm natural 

Trench 29 facing northwest 

Trench 29 east facing section  



Crest Nicholson 38 SLR Project Ref 403.0404.00029 
Archaeological Evaluation Report    January 2010 

SLR

6.30 Trench 30 

This trench was located at the eastern end of the site adjacent to the southern site boundary. 
The trench was excavated as part of the second phase of trenching, situated as close to the 
line of the A38 Roman road as possible which lay approximately 75m to the east. No 
significant archaeological remains were encountered in this trench.  

Length x Width 27m x 1.8m 

Orientation Northeast-Southwest 

Description of Natural Firm red/brown clay, very wet   

Depth of Subsoil 0.1m 

Description of Subsoil Red/brown silty clay 

Depth of Topsoil 0.25m 

Notes - 

Trench 30 facing southwest 

Trench 30 north facing section  
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7.0 DISCUSSION 

No archaeologically significant features or artefacts were encountered during the site 
investigation.  

It was noted that the superficial geology varied considerably across the site, with soft reddish 
sand encountered on the higher ground around Fernhill Heath House and adjacent to the 
southern site boundary, alluvial silts and gravels on the sloping ground across the middle of 
the site, and heavy waterlogged clays on the lower ground near to Martin Brook and at the 
eastern end of the site. This geology appears to have determined the lack of human activity 
at the site other than agricultural usage in the recent past; the waterlogged ground would not 
have represented an attractive site for settlement or other activities. 

In early 2009 the whole of the site had been deeply ploughed. Towards the western end this 
had completely or almost completely removed the underlying subsoil, creating a sharp 
boundary between the topsoil and underlying natural. In some cases the ploughing had cut 
into the natural also, leaving deep plough scars filled with loose topsoil. 

The only sub-surface features recorded were field boundary ditches in the central and 
western areas of the site, and one area of recently disturbed ground in Trench 19. Figure 6 
below shows the surveyed locations of each field boundary with reference to the Claines 
tithe map of 1840.

Figure 6: Surveyed field boundaries at the western end of the site (marked yellow) 
with reference to the 1840 Claines Tithe Map 

A single field boundary ditch was recorded crossing Trenches 2, 3, 6 and 10. The ditch had 
been recently in-filled (on the basis of the brick and pottery artefacts it contained), and while 
shown on OS maps as late as 1990, the historic map data for the site indicates that this 
boundary marked the eastern limit of the medieval town fields surrounding Fernhill Heath 
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forming a significant functional division of the local landscape. The feature was around 1m 
wide and 0.5m deep, filled by modern ploughsoil. Faint traces of two further boundaries were 
noted to the west in Trenches 6 and 10, most likely signifying deeper ploughing at the edges 
of strip fields. The historic mapping indicates that these fields were still in existence in the 
1840s and in 1885, but had been removed by 1903.  

It is notable that additional boundaries associated with the strip fields were not encountered 
in Trenches 1 and 2, which clearly cross at least two more (Figure 6). It is unlikely that 
modern ploughing would have been deep enough to truncate major ditched boundaries, and 
it is more probable therefore that these strip boundaries were insubstantial.   

Another post-medieval field boundary was noted at the southern end of Trench 18 in the 
middle of the site. This boundary continued in use from at least 1840 to the present day.  
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8.0 CONCLUSION 

The site investigation was carried out in accordance with the agreed methodology, and the 
final arrangement of trenches provided even coverage of the proposed development area. 
This has enabled a detailed picture of the deposit sequence across the site to be 
established. Finds from an earlier fieldwalking exercise were also examined. 

No significant archaeological remains or artefacts were encountered, and it is considered 
unlikely that unknown archaeological deposits would be present elsewhere on the site 
because of the poorly drained nature of the underlying geology. It is therefore recommended 
that archaeology should no longer pose a constraint to future development at the site. 
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10.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of Crest Nicholson; no warranties or guarantees are 
expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not be relied upon by 
other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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Important Notes for applicants 
 
This brief has been prepared on the basis of information available through the County Historic 
Environment Record. If the Applicant has further information, which may be relevant to the site, they 
should contact the Planning Advisory Section as soon as possible. 
 
The role of the Historic Environment and Archaeology Service in respect of providing advice is to 
ensure that the proposed work is of sufficient scope and quality to meet the terms of any planning 
condition.  It does not normally comment on cost unless specifically asked to by the developer.  In 
which case, this information is treated in strictest confidence between the Historic Environment 
Planning Advisor and the County Archaeology Officer.   
 
It is, however, strongly advised that the developer and prospective contractor have reached a 
complete understanding (in writing) what any costing actually comprises before work commences. 
Archaeological contractors should make it clear if a quotation covers the whole project to the 
completion of the final report, or not.  This is especially true of any tendering situation.  
 

This brief was written by Mike Glyde, Historic Environment Planning Advisor

Brief Written on November 19th 2009

As information is constantly updated this brief is only valid until May 2010

Please contact the Planning Advisory Section if you are intending to carry out this work after 
this date.



Pre- Application Brief   - HER reference WSM30529
Page 3 of 8

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT LAND NORTH OF THE 
A38, FERNHILL HEATH, NORTH CLAINES, WORCESTERSHIRE

Definition

‘Field Evaluation is defined as a limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which determines 
of the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a 
specified area or site (land-based, inter-tidal or underwater). If such archaeological remains are present Field 
Evaluation defines their character and extent, and relative quality; and it enables an assessment of their worth in 
a local, regional, national or international context as appropriate.’ IFA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Field Evaluations

1 Site Description

The proposed development site is located at SO87345943, as shown on the attached plan.  The soil is 541r 
(WICK1) over river terrace drift deposits. The proposed development area covers c.91260²m

2 Planning background

The Planning Advisory section of the Historic Environment & Archaeology Service was consulted by SLR 
Consulting Ltd regarding the proposed development of land north of the A38 at Fernhill Heath.

Given the paucity of information on the Historic Environment in the particular are, it is not currently known what 
impact the development would have on potential buried remains.  

Consequently, the developer (via their agent) have been informed that further information on the archaeological 
site would be required before the local planning authority can determine any subsequent application. This 
information shall be obtained by means of an archaeological evaluation (PPG16, sections 21-23; Planning 
Policy Guidance note 16: Archaeology and Planning, Department of the Environment, November 1990). The 
Applicant is responsible for commissioning the evaluation.

The County and the District has a responsibility to protect, either by preservation or record, cultural remains 
within its jurisdiction, and this is emphasised by Policy CTC16-18 Policy in the County Structure Plan - June 
2001 and by Policy ENV10 in the Wychavon District Local Plan - June 2006.

Policy ENV10 SITES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Proposals for development affecting national, regional or locally important archaeological sites and their settings 
whether scheduled or unscheduled, will only be permitted where proposals can demonstrate that the 
archaeological interest is capable of being preserved in situ and without damage to its setting.  

If this is not merited, where the reasons for the proposal outweigh the intrinsic importance of the site/remains or 
the setting of the feature and there is no reasonable alternative site or solution to accommodate the 
development proposed, then the developer must agree to an appropriate level of investigation and recording 
prior to and during development and the subsequent analysis and publication of results and curation of remains.
Applications for development affecting sites where archaeological remains are likely to exist should be 
accompanied by an assessment/survey to establish the nature, condition or significance of any remains prior to
the determination of any planning application.

This site is being investigated for the following reasons. 

1) There is physical and circumstantial evidence for there being unrecorded archaeological deposits on the 
site, based upon surrounding sites, topographical location or documentary evidence. 
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3 Archaeological Background

There has to date been no formal archaeological investigation of the proposed development area.  However 
cultural remains and landscape features in the vicinity lay testament to the potential for unrecorded deposits of 
archaeological significance.  These include a Roman road and settlement to the east. There appears also to be 
hedgerows surviving that are present on th 

The above is not a full HER assessment as required by this brief.

4 Scope of the Project
The chosen contractor employed by the applicant must contact the Information & Records Officer at Worcestershire County 
Council Archaeological Section, to obtain a unique fieldwork reference number prior to any work being carried out.

This fieldwork reference number must be clearly marked on all reports, finds and archive material created during the project.

Information & Records Officer 01905 855494

The programme of works will comprise of the following stages:
NOTES

Stage 1)
Documentary Reference

HER assessment.  This must be carried out prior to any fieldwork being carried out.  It 
will include consulting all available maps (OS and Tithe), aerial photographs and archive 
material etc.  Where their inclusion in the final report will aid interpretation then these 
should be plotted or reproduced in the final report.

Record Office Search.  The area of, and immediately surrounding the site will be 
referenced at the County Records Office.

Stage 2)
Excavation

Trial Trenching: 4 % of the development area will be investigated by trial trenching
based on a standard grid array. The layout will attempt to align some trenches close to 
and parallel to the stream line where possible

4% of 91260²m = 3650²m
Total length of 1.8m wide trenches = 2027m

Environmental sampling. This should be in line with ‘Environmental Archaeology and 
Archaeological Evaluations - recommendation regarding the environmental archaeology 
component of archaeological evaluations in England.’ Association for environmental 
Archaeology working paper no. 2, 1995

Stage 3) 
Publication

Final Report: An archaeological evaluation aims to establish the presence and 
significance of archaeological deposits, and of artefactual and ecofactual assemblages. 
The results should inform the research cycle and should take into account local, 
regional and national research frameworks and consultation with appropriate 
specialists..
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The results shall be reviewed and, dependant on the results, further work may be 
required as a condition of planning consent, or recommendations for alteration of the 
scheme to minimise impact on the historic environment will be made.  In extreme 
cases where nationally significant remains are encountered the planning application 
may be refused in order to preserve the archaeology in situ.

Fulfilment of the research aims will be by the submission of a final report, in accordance 
with the IFA Code of Conduct, Principle 2. 

5 Minimum Requirements

The Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists will be followed.

Fieldwork must be carried out in accordance with the Requirements and Guidelines for Archaeological 
Projects in Worcestershire. Copies are available from the Planning Advisory Section on request.

1. Before the project commences a proposal including a methods statement detailing approaches to the 
site, must be submitted to and approved by the Planning Advisory Section. 

2. The project proposal must include appropriate named specialist provision.

3. The finds assessment report must reference all ceramics to the county type fabric series

4. Prior to commencement of any fieldwork the archaeological contractor must contact the Information and 
Records Officer of the Worcestershire Archaeological Service for an HER fieldwork reference number.  
This must be clearly marked on all reports, finds and archive material. Tel 01905 855494

5. The landowner must be encouraged to deposit artefacts with a local or relevant specialist museum. This 
must have Museum and Galleries Commission approved storage facilities. Artefacts may only be 
deposited in accordance with the selected museum’s collections policy.

6. At least one week’s notice shall be given to the Planning Advisory Section prior to commencement of 
fieldwork, unless otherwise agreed.

7. At least two colour slides (or high-resolution digital images) showing general views of fieldwork in 
progress and where appropriate key finds / features SHALL BE SUBMITTED IN ADDITION TO THE 
FINAL REPORT.  These shall be used for educational / promotional displays.

8. For pre-determination archaeological evaluations, reports must be received at least 5 working days 
before committee or determination date.

9. A digital copy in .pdf format (see below) must be sent to the Historic Environment Planning Advisor for 
approval before formal submission into the County Historic Environment Record.

10. Upon approval, one bound paper and one digital .pdf copy of the report must be lodged with the County 
Historic Environment Record within three months of completion of fieldwork. A digital copy must also be 
deposited with Oasis (http://www.oasis.ac.uk/) the English Heritage’s Online Access to the Index of 
Archaeological Investigations website.

11. The report shall also be submitted to the HER in digital format.  The preferred format for digital 
copies is PDF, however, the HER will take other formats, from which they will create PDFs.  All 
reports submitted as part of the development control process will be included on the Online 
Archaeology Library 3 months after submission unless the report is deemed to be 
archaeologically or commercially sensitive by the County Archaeologist. Contact the HER if you 
feel that your report is sensitive and should not be available over the internet.

12. The Planning Advisory Section of the County Historic Environment & Archaeological Service must be 
invited to monitor the fieldwork.
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6 Disclaimer

This brief has been prepared on the basis of information available through the County Sites and Monuments 
Record. If the Applicant has further information which may be relevant to the site they should contact the 
Planning Advisory Section as soon as possible. 

The Planning Advisory Section cannot accept responsibility for the following:

Notification of hazards, e.g. services, contaminated ground, the condition of the building
Obstacles to fieldwork
Access to the site

It will be the responsibility of the contractor, any sub contractors and the applicant to establish safe working 
practices based on Construction Design and Management (regulations) and other current health and safety 
legislation.

It will be the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that the developer/applicant has secured 
appropriate consent for all archaeological groundwork’s regarding environmental, ecological and 
species protection legislation prior to commencement of fieldwork.
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7 Contact Numbers (Correct at the time of preparing this document)

Applicant Agent

c/o Agent SLR Consulting Ltd
Suite 9
Beech House
Padgate Business Park
Warrington
Cheshire
WA1 4JN
UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1925 
827218
Fax: +44 (0) 1925 
827977

Other useful numbers

Historic Environment Record, County Archaeological Service 01905 855494
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, English Heritage 0121 6256820
Institute of Field Archaeologists 0118 09316446
Worcestershire County Records Office (Head Office) 01905 763612

Worcester 01905 763616
Worcestershire County Museum 01299 250416
Keeper of Archaeology, Worcester City Museum 01905 25371
Coroner’s Officer, Worcester Police 01905 723888
Wychavon District Council 01386 565000

Midlands Electricity 0845 7331331
Transco (Gas) 0800 111999
Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444

For further information regarding this brief please contact

Mike Glyde – Historic Environment Planning Advisor 
Planning Advisory Section
Historic Environment & Archaeology Service 
Woodbury Hall
University College Worcester
Henwick Grove
Worcester WR2 6AJ

Tel: 01905 855454
Fax: 01905 855035
E-mail: mglyde@worcestershire.gov.uk 

A DIGITAL VERSION OF THIS BRIEF IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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Producedby thePlanningAdvisorySection

0 100 200 300 400 MetersReproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission
of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings.
Worcestershire County Council 100015914.

Area to evaluate
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