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STATEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST NO 18 

LINCOLN COLLEGE 

 
Asset/Monument Type: Academic 
College 
Summary: Lincoln College is a mid 15th 
century foundation. The main college 
precinct is comprised of the original 
Quadrangle on Turl Street and a later 
extensions south towards the High Street. 
The former All Saints Church is now in 
use as a library for the college. 
Location (NGR): SP51460632 
Definition: A college is an establishment 
housing a community of secular clergy 
sharing a degree of common life less 
strictly controlled than that within a 
monastic order. Colleges are normally 
identified through documentary evidence. 
Their buildings are usually associated 
with a parish church (not necessarily of 
formal collegiate status) although some 
extra-parochial and academic colleges 
had their own chapel. Other 
morphological elements present may 
include one or more cloisters or 
quadrangles, ranges of lodgings (either 
communal or more commonly as separate 
apartments), a common hall or refectory, 
service buildings (kitchen, buttery etc), a 
master or warden's lodging, a guest 
house, gate houses and sometimes an 
associated school or bede-house. 
Version: 12/2/2012 

Key characteristics 
The following criteria (which are not in any order of ranking) are based on the Secretary of 
State’s criteria for assessing Scheduled Monuments. They should not be regarded as definitive, 
but as an indicative provisional assessment. 
 

1. Period: Does the asset characterise a category or historic period? 

Assessment: The college is characteristic of a period of higher education from 15th century to 
the present. Academic colleges are just one of many asset types which characterise the 
medieval and post-medieval period. 
Score: Medium  

2. Rarity: What is the rarity of the asset in terms of regional and national context? 
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Assessment: At a national level the University of Oxford is an institution only directly 
comparable to the slightly later University of Cambridge. At a county level, 22 medieval 
academic and chantry colleges are recorded in the Oxfordshire OHER. Lincoln College one of 
18 Oxford colleges established by the end of the 16th century 
Score:  High 

3. Documentation: To what extent is the significance of the asset enhanced by existing 
documentation or lack thereof? 

Assessment: The College maintains its own archives, primarily business records which it 
describes as ‘streamlined’. The college has good archaeological documentation. 
Score: High 

4. Group Value: is the value of the asset enhanced by its association with related contemporary 
monuments or with monuments of different periods? 

Assessment: The College is spatially associated with All Saints Church, St Mildred’s Church, 
two former Academic Halls and Saxon to medieval settlement. The college is strongly 
associated by function and architectural form with contemporary monastic and secular 
colleges.  
Score: High 

5. Survival/Condition: What is the estimated level of above and below ground survival? 

Assessment: Architecturally, Lincoln has a good level of preservation in its buildings, many of 
which retain their original medieval and post-medieval structural elements. The survival of 
the medieval kitchen is of particular note. Excavations have demonstrated the presence of 
well preserved below ground remains. 
Score: High 

6. Fragility/Vulnerability: susceptibility to change 

Assessment: Vulnerable to small scale works and permitted development. 
Score: Medium 

7. Diversity: Does the asset possess a combination of high quality features? 

Assessment:  Lincoln College comprises three Quads, a Church (now the library) a New 
Library, a Chapel and a Kitchen 
Score: High 

8. Potential: Is there a likelihood that currently unrecorded evidence can be anticipated? 

Assessment: The archaeological potential at Lincoln College is high, two churches are located 
within the college.  The Saxon All Saints church, now converted into a library, has revealed 
substantial evidence of Saxon domestic and religious activity on the site while the Norman St 
Mildred’s Church is located beneath Front Quad. There is significant potential for further 
Saxon occupation evidence, for tenements located on Turl Street and the former Rotten Row 
around All Saints Church. The historic core of the college has potential to preserve evidence 
for the evolution of structures, and for changing patterns of material culture, wealth and diet  
Score: High 
Overall score (22/24) 

Overall Assessment of Archaeological Interest: High 

HERITAGE ASSET DESCRIPTION 
Lincoln College is located within the Late Saxon and medieval walled town between the High 
Street and Brasenose Lane, the site also includes the site of St Mildred’s Church. The modern 
precinct also incorporates the rebuilt Saxon and medieval church of All Saints Church  
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Previous archaeological investigations at Lincoln College have produced a wealth of evidence 
from the Saxon and medieval period including evidence for Saxon domestic evidence and an 
early church on the site of All Saints Church and evidence for Saxon settlement in Grove Quad.  
Lincoln College was founded in 1427 by Richard Fleming, Bishop of Lincoln. The foundation 
charter allowed Lincoln to combine the parishes of All Saints, St Mildred and St Michael at the 
North Gate into one collegiate church. Lincoln was to consist of a warden, seven graduate 
fellows and two hired chaplains (VCH iii: 163). The site of the college was formerly occupied 
by the Church of St Mildred and a number of academic halls. The 15th century quadrangle 
comprised of a Chapel and a small library on the first floor of the north range with much of the 
east range occupied by the Hall entered directly from the quadrangle through a passage in the 
north east corner. The passage led on to the detached kitchen (which survives) with a Buttery 
placed opposite the Hall on the north side of the passage. To the south of the Hall were 
lodgings for the Rector and the south range contained chambers for extra Fellows (Tyack 
1998: 50). Agas’ map of 1578 illustrates the original Front Quad only surrounded by open 
areas with a few outbuildings or small houses between the Quad and All Saints, by 1675 
Loggan’s map shows Chapel Quad adjacent to Front Quad with a walled garden to the rear 
under what is now Grove Quad.   
Lincoln College primarily fronts on to Turl Street and the modern college comprises two 
quadrangles. The Front Quadrangle is entirely 15th century (LB Ref 8/318A) and with a 
contemporary kitchen extension to the rear on Brasenose lane (LB Ref 8/318B). The 19th 
century Grove Buildings are also located to the rear of the Front Quad (LB Ref 8/318C). 
Chapel Quad is located adjacent to the Front Quad on Turl Street and includes the 17th century 
West Range (LB Ref 8/318D) and East Range and Chapel (LB Ref 8/318E). To the rear of 
Chapel Quad is the 19th century New Wing (LB Ref 8/318F) and to the south is the 20th 
century Library (LB Ref 8/318G) and Rector’s Lodgings (LB Ref 8/318H). Lincoln College also 
occupies the former All Saints Church, rebuilt in the 18th century, and now in use as a library 
(LB Ref 8/320). 
Several building surveys have been carried out at Lincoln recording the 17th century chapel 
and kitchen (Steane 1987b: 55) including the medieval stained glass by the RCHME (UAD 
803). The kitchen was surveyed in 1980. Like most other medieval kitchens it is a detached 
structure a short distance from the main building.,  the internal arrangements of the kitchen 
had been somewhat altered as several of the fireplaces had been blocked up (Steane and 
Taylor 1983d: 76). The medieval kitchen at Lincoln College is a very important survival of a 
detached medieval kitchen and one of the few still in use. The foundations of the Great Hall, 
kitchen and buttery were examined during excavations between 1997 and 2000 (Kamesh et 
al. 2002: 199). The excavations revealed Late Saxon occupation on the site that was sealed by 
a fire sometime in the late 11th to early 12th centuries. From the 12th century the land became 
waste, with evidence of gravel extraction and domestic waste pits spread fairly uniformly 
across the excavated area (ibid.: 209). The excavated area remained waste until the 
foundation of the college in the 15th century. The foundations of the earliest college buildings 
and evidence for a series of hearths were also recorded within the kitchen along with the 
remains of nearby ancillary structures (ibid.: 216).  
Several 17th century wall paintings depicting rustic scenes have been recorded on the East 
Range of the Chapel Quadrangle (UAD 897). The 16th-18th century repairs and alterations to 
the Hall Kitchen area and the 17th century cellars at Lincoln College were subject to 
investigation 1997-2000 (Kamash et al. 2002). 
 
Architects: 
Grove Buildings: T G Jackson. 1880-83. 
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New Library: Read & Macdonald. 1906 
New Rectors Lodgings: Herbert Read. 1929-30 
Lincoln House: Sir H Worthington & G T Gardner. 1939 
Images 
Stained glass, Chapel. 17th century 
Panelling in Senior Common Rooms by Arthur Frogley. 1684 
East Range, Chapel Quad. Landscape across entire room. 1629-31. 

Academic statements 

MPP Class Description 
‘A sample of nationally important sites should include examples of early medieval 
establishments of secular priests (if a well-preserved site can be identified), a prebendal or 
portional college of the 12th or 13th century, later medieval chantry foundations of both high 
and low status in both urban and rural situations, and possibly several major academic 
colleges. This last type is of special importance in demonstrating the post-medieval continuity 
of a tradition restricted to a narrow social and economic context’ (English Heritage 1989). 
 
‘It was in the 15th century that the colleges [e.g. like Lincoln] made their decisive architectural 
impact on the fabric of Oxford ‘ (Tyack 1998: 49). 
 
‘More than any other surviving Oxford college, Lincoln retains the comfortable sense of 
corporate security which characterized all the smaller late medieval colleges, echoing the 
inward-looking protective character of contemporary gentlemen’s country houses’ (Tyack 
1998: 50). 

Research agenda 

Pre college research agenda: 

 Potential for further evidence for Saxon settlement and the character and extent of Late 
Saxon cellar pits. 

 There is evidence that at least part of the site was waste for a significant period before the 
foundation of the college. How extensive was this waste, is there evidence for agricultural 
activity? 

College research agenda: 

 Desirability of integrated Conservation management plan including truncation and deposit 
potential map noted. 

 Establish the character and extent of surviving college era remains. What can they tell us 
about changing patterns of status, wealth, material culture and diet and about the 
evolution of structural remains?  

Associated Monuments 

UAD Monument 113: Lincoln College. University College 
UAD Monument 370: Church of All Saints 
UAD Monument 386: Church of St Mildred 
UAD Monument 698: Brasenose Lane 
UAD Monument 736: Turl Street 
UAD Monument 769: Saxon cellared buildings, All Saints Church 
UAD Monument 790: Medieval settlement. Salter North East 2 
UAD Monument 801:Late Saxon settlement. North East Sector 
UAD Monument 851: Hampton Hall. Former academic Hall. Demolished 1607 
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UAD Monument 902: Sekyll Hall. Former academic Hall. Demolished 1607 
UAD Monument 950: Late Saxon buildings at Lincoln College. 

Associated Events 

 Finds, 19th century (UAD 1554): Hurst records that a section of the lead pipe used to carry 
water to the college from Carfax Conduit was found near the kitchen. 

 Excavations in 1905-6 (UAD 1463): Clay pipe was found. 

 Excavations in the chapel quadrangle, in 1940s (UAD 134): Medieval pottery was found. 

 Renovations in 1962 (UAD 897): Post-medieval wall paintings. Although the whole room 
had been decorated originally the paintings only survived on the north wall and in a recess 
on the south wall. There were rustic scenes with castles and similar buildings. The 
paintings probably date to c1630 when the range was constructed. 

 Excavations at All Saints Church 1973 (UAD 272): Six phases of Saxon occupation followed 
by four medieval phases below the 19th century building rubble. The lowest level had an 
expensive spread of charred grain suggesting a farmyard. The grain produced a date of 
c870. To the west was a pit, probably a cellar (Phase 3). It contained post holes and signs 
of horizontal wall planks. Later it became a cess pit.  In Phase 4 a small rectangular stone 
building lay close to the street frontage. Phase 6 represented the earliest church, a 
rectangle on the line of the first building. On the north was the cemetery, graves having 
subsided into the pit. Medieval burials had been set into the mortar floor and at least one 
stone coffin was found.  

 Salvage recording in 1980 (UAD 472): Stone vault, at least 2.6 m across. The full extent was 
not explored, but partition walls were seen to north and south. The vault probably 
belonged to a 17th century building shown on Loggan's map. 

 Building Survey at the Kitchen in 1982 (UAD 632): The internally square building with 
gables to east and west was built c1436-7. It had three fireplaces of which the eastern now 
contains a doorway and the southern is blocked with shelves in the chimney space. Two 
original doorways exist in the west wall, one still with the ancient timber door. The roof is 
also original and has three bays. The western gable is half timbered and stucco covered. 

 Building Survey in 1986 (UAD 636): The chapel was built in the 17th century when the 
original became too small. The roof has 38 trusses of coupled rafters, but no substantial 
longitudinal timbers. Some attempt has been made to key it into the rough eastern gable 
wall. The rafters were pit sawn and bear carpenters' marks. Attempts have been made to 
strengthen the roof in some places. At one end a lath and plaster stud partition separates 
an attic from the chapel roof space. The ceiling is carved, painted and gilt board with a 
moulded cornice along the west wall. 

 Building survey in 1995 and 1998 (UAD 802): The College was established in the 15th 
century. No details of the survey are available. 

 Building Survey 1997-8 (UAD 803): The survey of the stained glass, no details are available. 

 Archaeological evaluation in 1997-9 (UAD 402): Number of floor surfaces and occupation 
deposits from the 10th and 11th centuries recorded. Above these were a medieval pit and 
dump deposits and the foundations of the medieval kitchen. In Grove Quadrangle 
medieval pits were found below made ground for the intact post-medieval brick vaulted 
cellar. The area had been used in the late Saxon period and two houses, represented by 
post holes and stake holes, were located. Associated with the structures were pits and a 
possible well. Overlying this phase was a  layer of clay and burnt daub with quantities of 
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charcoal. Above this was a whitish deposit of ash suggesting a major fire. The medieval 
layers above this contained pits and possible garden soils.  

 Watching Brief in 2000 (UAD 430): Work was carried out in the Rector's and Fellow's 
Gardens for heating and service trenches. Remains of walls suggesting buildings to the 
south of the chapel were found. These were set within post-medieval deposits. The 
overlying deposits suggested levelling in the 19th century before the gardens were 
developed. 
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