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STATEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST NO 29 

HOSPITAL OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S (BARTLEMAS) 

 
(to be reviewed in light of EOAHP results). 
 
Asset/Monument Type: Leper Hospital 
Summary: Hospital for lepers founded in 
the1120s by Henry I. It later became part 
of Oriel College in the 14th century and 
gradually fell out of use towards the end 
of the 16th century, later becoming a 
farmhouse and associated chapel. 
Location (NGR): SP53470547. 
Definition: A medieval hospital is a group 
of buildings which housed a religious or 
secular institution which provided 
spiritual and (limited) medical care. 

Key characteristics 
The following criteria (which are not in 
any order of ranking), are based on the 
Secretary of State’s criteria for assessing 
Scheduled Monuments. They should not be 
regarded as definitive, but as an indicative 
provisional assessment. 
 

1. Period: Does the asset characterise a 
category or historic period? 

Assessment: The hospital is 
characteristic of a period of charitable 
institutions from the 12th -16th century. 
Leper hospitals are just are one of many 
asset types which characterise the 
medieval and post-medieval period. 
Score: Medium 

2. Rarity: What is the rarity of the asset 
in terms of regional and national context? 

Assessment: the number of hospitals in existence at the Dissolution may be estimated at 
approximately 800. Perhaps a further 300 are known to have already fallen into disuse. Leper 
Hospitals form a further sub-set of this group. Despite the large number of hospitals known to 
have existed, the exact location of only the larger, religious ones are generally known. Few 
hospitals retain upstanding features and only a relatively small number have received 
archaeological attention. In Oxford there are records of at least four hospitals although 
Bartlemas and St John’s were the principal ones.  
Score: Medium 

3. Documentation: To what extent is the significance of the asset enhanced by existing 
documentation or lack thereof? 
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Assessment: Although there is a reasonable amount of documentary evidence for the 
hospital, with the potential for substantial primary sources at Oriel College, there is limited 
archaeological information. 
Score: Medium 

4. Group Value: is the value of the asset enhanced by its association with related contemporary 
monuments or with monuments of different periods? 

Assessment: The extent of the hospital precinct is currently uncertain, of the key monuments 
associated with the hospital, only the chapel remains. 
Score: Medium 

5. Survival/Condition: What is the estimated level of above and below ground survival. 

Assessment: The 14th century chapel is the sole above ground survival of the hospital 
although the late 16th century farmstead also survives. Recent investigations have 
demonstrated the presence of human remains and structures (EOAHP forthcoming). 
Score: Medium 

6. Fragility/Vulnerability: susceptibility to change 

Assessment: The site is partly protected by faculty. The wider setting is under some 
development pressure. 
Score: Medium 

7. Diversity: Does the asset possess a combination of high quality features? 

Assessment: The chapel is a Grade I listed structure while the farmhouse is thought to be a 
rebuilt section of the hospital. The is also evidence for a cemetery and water supply channel. 
Score: Medium 

8. Potential: Is there a likelihood that currently unrecorded evidence can be anticipated? 

Assessment: There has been limited archaeological investigation in the area. There is no 
evidence that the area has been significantly disturbed.   
Score: Medium-High 

Provisional score 16.5/24 

Overall Assessment of Archaeological Interest: High 

HERITAGE ASSET DESCRIPTION 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital for lepers was founded in c1126 by Henry I at Cowley Marsh. The 
hospital later became the property of Oriel College and became a hospital for sick members of 
the college (Knowles & Hadcock 1971: 383). While the exact date of its foundation is known it 
is thought that it was created when the king began work on Beaumont Palace (ibid). The 
original foundation comprised the hospital building, a chapel and two detached ranges of 
houses however only the 14th century chapel now remains.  
The Hospital is thought to have remained independent into the 14th century before it was 
taken under the direct control of the Crown following a period of neglect (Smith, 1995, 3).  A 
growing resentment in the early 14th century against leper hospitals resulted in delays to the 
repair and restoration of the site. Despite being granted to Oriel College in 1324 it remained 
in a state of disrepair for the remainder of the medieval period (ibid, 6).  
The extant remains at the hospital site include the 14th century Grade I Bartlemas Chapel (LB 
Ref 20/85), the Grade II* Bartlemas House, restored in the 17th century by Oriel College (LB 
Ref 20/84) and the 16th century Grade II* Bartlemas Farmhouse (LB Ref 20/81).   



 

 
OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL PLAN  

3 

The site has been the subject of limited archaeological investigation, however to date no 
significant archaeological features of this period have been recorded See Medieval Resource 
Assessment: Hospitals for further information. 
A watching brief carried out at Bartlemas House in 1991 revealed evidence of a medieval 
ditched and walled boundary between the current 14th century chapel of the leper hospital 
and Bartlemas House indicating that the house was a later addition and that the hospital 
structures may be located to the south of the chapel (Durham 1991 
: 93). A later investigation at Southfield Road to the north-west of the hospital recorded a 
linear spread of stonework that may represent a wall foundation possibly associated with St 
Bartholomew’s (Hindmarch & Challis 2002: 6). Here the small assemblage of pottery directly 
underlying the stonework appeared to date to the late 12th-13th century.  A trial trench across 
the western watercourse believed to have bounded the hospital precinct demonstrated two 
episodes of re-cutting in the 20th century (Bashford and Leech 2010). 

Academic statements 

MPP Class Description, English Heritage, 1989: 
In selecting a sample of nationally important sites, examples of general infirmaries, 
isolation hospitals and almshouses should be represented in each region. Little is 
known of leper hospitals, so that any unencumbered site may be noteworthy. Special 
attention should be paid to extant examples innovative craftsmanship, two-storey 
hospitals, those with detached chapels, and the apparently unique sites of the 
cruciform (the site of the Savoy Hospital, London) and narrow courtyard type 
(Ford's, Coventry).  

Research agenda 

 The character and extent of St Bartlemas is of considerable interest because it has been 
relatively undisturbed. Can the precinct be reconstructed? 

 Can evidence for a controlled water supply be identified? 

 What can material culture and skeletal studies tell us about the diet, status and health of 
the occupants, how do these factors contrast with comparable and contemporary 
populations.? 

Associated Monuments 

UAD Monument 45: St Bartlemas Hospital 
OHER 3631: Building. Chapel 
OHER 3632: Building Hospital 
OHER 3634: Building Farmhouse 

Associated Events 

 Watching brief, St Bartlemas Chapel 1991: limited evidence of medieval ditched and walled 
boundary suggesting that the house was a later addition. 

 Evaluation at Southfield Road, 2002: medieval and post-medieval pottery and tile 
recovered along with a possible wall foundation.  

 Excavation by East Oxford Archaeology and History Project 2011 (Results forthcoming) 
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