
THE NORTH YORKSHIRE AND LOWER TEES VALLEY HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION 

 

Historic Environment Team, North Yorkshire County Council                                                       25 

 

                                                           

3. Methodology 

3.1 Background 

The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Characterisation 
(HLC) has been a five year project which aimed to study, record and analyse the 
historic character of the current landscape for five adjoining partner authority areas: 
North Yorkshire, the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the North York Moors National 
Park, the Lower Tees Valley and the City of York. During the planning stages of the 
project, a pilot study was carried out by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, 
which looked at a 1km square area of Swaledale to test the methodology and used 
MasterMap Ordnance Survey mapping and  MapInfo Professional GIS software. 

3.2 Evolution of the HLC Project Methodology  

The methodology used is based on the nationally-accepted approach, outlined by 
Aldred and Fairclough74. Following the appointment of the HLC Project Officer in 
April 2005, based with North Yorkshire County Council, it was decided to use the 
HLC and MapLink modules within the HBSMR database75, software utilised by the 
North Yorkshire Historic Environment Record (HER), to carry out the 
characterisation.  This would have several advantages in that the HLC digital data 
would be fully integrated within the Historic Environment Records for North Yorkshire 
County Council and the Yorkshire Dales National Park, which also used the same 
software . Since 2008, the City of York Council has also used HBSMR to manage its 
historic environment data. The HBSMR software, utilising a Microsoft Access 
database and associated MapInfo Professional76 GIS capability has allowed for data 
to be exported for use by the other project partners who are not using the software, 
for incorporation into their record systems and GIS. In addition, the HLC record form 
within HBSMR contains text fields which have the potential for a substantial amount 
of comment and critical analysis to be recorded, if necessary. HBSMR also allows 
the use of textual descriptions, rather than codes, to record the data.   

At the beginning of the project, the HLC Project Officer held discussions with officers 
of the partner authorities and other HLC projects to discuss methodology, in 
particular the South Yorkshire Historic Environment Characterisation Project, in 
progress at that time. Whilst the South Yorkshire methodology differed slightly due to 
the high concentration of urban areas in that project area, HBSMR software was 
being used as a framework. This provided examples of how the forms would be set 
up, the scope of the software and the most efficient way of recording information, 
which heavily influenced the methodology for the North Yorkshire and Lower Tees 
Valley HLC project. 

To establish the structure and terminology for more specialist Broad Types, such as 
Extractive and Designed Landscapes, the HLC Project Officer engaged in discussion 
with the Yorkshire Gardens Trust77, as well as the Northern Mines Research 
Society78. This enabled a set of useful and appropriate terms to be developed for use 

 

74 Aldred and Fairclough 2003 
75 © exeGesIS SDM Ltd 
76  © Pitney Bowes Business Insight  
77 http://www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk/ 
78 http://www.nmrs.org.uk/ 
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in the project, which would be of relevance to future researchers. Details of these 
terms can be found in the technical user guide for the project79. 

Figure 10 provides a screenshot of the HLC module data entry form in the HBSMR 
software used by the project, which shows how textual descriptive information can be 
recorded in the database record for each HLC polygon80. 

 

 

Figure 10 The HLC module data entry form in HBSMR software81 used by the 
project   

HBSMR utilises a Microsoft Access database which links records to a GIS vector 
polygon using the Maplink module82. 

Initially, during the pilot phase of the project, it was decided that there needed to be a 
lower cut off point for the size of polygon recording. This was initially set at one 
hectare with nothing below this size given its own record.  Following several months 
of using this as the lower digitising limit it was decided that this was still not 
completely practical within the available time and resources.  The lower digitising limit 
was thus set at two hectares.  This was in line with the data acquired for the Ancient 
Woodland Inventory83, and still provided a sufficiently fine grain to pick up the 
subtleties of historic character, while maintaining a broad-brush approach. 

The information collected within the HLC project has a very specific hierarchy, from 
broad type, through HLC character type to specific attributes. The broadest 
                                                            

79 Toase 2010 
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classification is broad type; this sits at the top of the hierarchy and is common to, and 
interchangeable with, other HLC projects in the country. Below this are the HLC 
character types.  For each broad type there will be a number of different HLC types 
which can be selected (see tables at start of each broad type description in Section 
4).  For example, under the broad type of ‘enclosed land’ an HLC type of ‘strip fields’, 
‘unknown planned enclosure’ or ‘intake’ could be assigned (see Table 2). The 
attributes record the information which has been used to inform the HLC type84. 

The process of characterising an area involved the creation of a record in the 
database, and then identifying the extent of the polygon that needed to be drawn. 
This was done by establishing an area of similar character until interrupted by an 
area of different character. Where this can be identified during the digitising process, 
past historic character can also be recorded, enabling an understanding of the 
dynamic character of these areas. The database also allows the recording of a 
confidence level by the officer. There are over 200 possible HLC types to choose 
from.  A number of these, for example ‘smallholdings’, were only used once during 
the pilot stages of the project.   

The district of Craven, North Yorkshire lies within the project area but had already 
been characterised as part of the Lancashire HLC project85. It was one of the aims of 
the North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley project to bring this data into the same 
database and GIS system.  Rather than characterising the areas from scratch, and to 
establish some continuity, the polygons from the Lancashire HLC project were 
captured, attached to a record in HBMSR and populated by information held in the 
Lancashire records.  

Four pilot areas were initially established. These were selected to cover the wide 
variety of landscapes and character types within the project area.  These were Filey, 
the Vale of Mowbray, Selby and Great Ayton. As discussed in section 7.3, the 
Birdsall Estate within Ryedale District of North Yorkshire was characterised as a fifth 
pilot area during the early stages of the project. 

The HLC project has utilised several map resources almost exclusively in digital 
format.  This has allowed them to be fully integrated into the GIS system.  These 
digital resources will be discussed below. 

3.3 Resources Used During the Project 

3.3.1 Ordnance Survey Vector Mapping (2003-2010) 

The main, base vector mapping resource used as part of the project has been 
Ordnance Survey MasterMap86 data. This is a digital mapping resource provided by 
the Ordnance Survey which is based around polygons rather than lines. This has two 
very clear benefits, the first that it allows polygons to be captured and combined 
together to form the HLC polygons. This has the advantage over the previous use of 
vector line mapping in that a ‘better fit’ to the landscape can be achieved. The 
second advantage is that each polygon has metadata attached to it which provides 
historic information in itself. This has enabled it to be used in combination with the 
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aerial photographs (see 3.3.2 below) to determine the date of particular landscape 
features.  This has been particularly useful in relation to very modern features such 
as modern plantations or housing estates, which have been established since the 
year 2000. 

There have been some challenges with using the MasterMap data.  Probably the 
most significant is the capture of map polygons which extend beyond the HLC 
polygon being defined, due mainly to the capture of roads during the digitisation 
process.  This involved a programme of trimming and editing the polygon to make 
sure it fitted the appropriate area of historic character.  

3.3.2 Vertical Aerial Photography 

North Yorkshire County Council holds high quality colour digital vertical aerial 
photographs for the whole of the County Council area87.  These enabled the historic 
character of the current landscape to be analysed visually, from an office base, 
particularly to confirm details such as boundary type and ground cover.   

This dataset consists of nearly 17,000 individual images, each photograph covering 
an area of 1km. These digital images were accessed as a seamless map layer within 
the project GIS. Where aerial photographic coverage of partner areas was not held 
by the County Council, for example in the Lower Tees Valley area, this imagery was 
kindly supplied by the partner authorities for the duration of the project.   

3.3.3 Historic six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey Mapping 

To understand the historic character of the landscape, and establish how dynamic 
the landscape has been, the use of historic mapping has been essential.  Two types 
of historic map were utilised in particular across the project area. These were the first 
edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey mapping (1846-63), and second 
edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey mapping (1889-99). 

In the urban area of the Lower Tees Valley characterised by Tees Archaeology, a 
number of other editions of historic Ordnance Survey mapping were available, (see  
section 3.4 below). The third edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey 
mapping (1919-1920) and the fourth edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey 
mapping (1930-1953) were also used for the rural areas of the Lower Tees Valley to 
create a consistent data set for this part of the project area.  

The georeferencing of the maps, which were in imperial measurements, to a metric 
system meant that in many cases the match with the modern mapping was not exact, 
however, the similarity of form was clearly visible on visual examination.   

In the central urban area of the City of York, the six-inch mapping was not of a scale 
to enable the detail required for characterisation to be seen. Therefore, the City of 
York Authority, for the duration of the project, kindly supplied digital 60” to 1 mile 
mapping of the city, dating to 1852, which enabled accurate assessments to be made 
of the historic character of the present urban area. 

Within the project timescale, it was not feasible to utilise archive cartographic 
materials, such as tithe and enclosure maps. The digital historic mapping, similar to 
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the vertical aerial photographic coverage, was accessed as a seamless map layer in 
the project GIS. 

3.3.4 Ancient Woodland Inventory 

One of the main datasets used within the project was the ancient woodland inventory 
data, maintained by and downloaded from Natural England88. This provided 
information on the character of the woodlands identified within the project area.  By 
their inclusion or exclusion from the ancient woodland inventory, a decision was 
reached regarding the probable date.  The two hectare cut off point provided the 
lowest limit for the size of polygon to be digitised, therefore areas of woodland less 
than two hectares in size were not characterised individually. 

During the initial stages of the project, the ancient woodland inventory GIS 
information was found to be indicative, with the polygon often covering both the 
woodland and surrounding areas.  One of the initial aims when digitising areas of 
woodland for the HLC project was to ‘tighten’ the boundary to the woodland, using 
the basemap data. 

In addition, using the Ordnance Survey vector mapping and the aerial photography, it 
was possible to establish if areas of woodland had been cleared since the creation of 
the ancient woodland inventory, in effect creating an up to date assessment of the 
character of ancient woodland in the project area. 

3.3.5  Published And Unpublished Works 

Many published and unpublished works were used during the course of the project. 
These can be found in Section 8 of this report. Some of these works are general 
histories of the area, others are specific to a particular industry or location. In relation 
to enclosed land, the project relied heavily upon the work of Barbara English on 
Yorkshire Enclosure Awards89. This provides information on all the parliamentary 
awards within the historic three ridings of Yorkshire, and enabled the project to 
establish a specific date range for each area of planned enclosure, where an award 
existed. 

3.3.6 Other digital datasets 

A number of other datasets were utilised throughout the course of the project.  Many 
of these sit within the Historic Environment Record such as: 

Listed building records 

Listed building records, downloaded from the English Heritage National Monuments 
Record ‘Download Spatial Data’ website90, are held in the respective Historic 
Environment Records, and were used to provide a quick overview of the time depth 
of settlements. This could then be used to cross reference with images of listed 

 

88 http://www.english-nature.org.uk/pubs/gis/gis_register.asp  
89 English:1985 
90 http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/spatial-data/ 
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buildings, accessible via the Images of England website91 to confirm the character of 
settlements.  

Registered Parks and Gardens records 

By referring to the data on registered parks and gardens, similar to the listed building 
records, available in the respective HERs and derived from English Heritage 
datasets, it was possible to establish the extent of the designated parkland and 
ensure this was adequately reflected in the HLC record.  In some cases the character 
within the registered area was different, for example agricultural land.  In these cases 
the character could be described in such a way to reflect this. These helped provide 
additional information and enhance the assessments made based on the digital 
mapping. 

One other specific resource, worthy of special mention, is the Yorkshire Dales and 
Cleveland mines data from the Northern Mine Research Society92.  This allowed the 
date and longevity of an area of mining to be determined. Similarly, the on-line data 
base of the Durham Mining Museum93 was used when characterising the extractive 
areas of the Lower Tees Valley and the North York Moors. 

3.3.7 Online resources 

During the course of the project, it was often desirable to confirm the character of a 
particular area, however, time constraints and the extensive size of the project area 
made site visits impractical. Therefore, other online resources were used to enable 
the historic character of the landscape to be verified.   

Geograph.org.uk94 is an online resource with the stated aim to have at least one 
photographic image for each kilometre grid square within the British Isles.  By using 
the Geograph online resource, the character of boundaries, settlements and 
woodland at ground level could be visually assessed without making a site visit. 
Some of the photographs used from this resource can be found in Appendix B, 
subject to the Creative Commons Licence reproduced below the list of plates in the 
report contents section, and within Appendix B. 

During the latter half of the project, Google Streetview95 came online for the British 
Isles. This allowed sites to be visited virtually, enabling the officer responsible for 
characterisation to ‘walk’ down streets and confirm the character of settlements. This 
was only available within the more urban areas within the project, but became 
invaluable during the characterisation of the City of York. 

Access to Archives96 provided some excellent resources for the project. 
Genuki.org.uk97 also provided a large amount of detail, specifically a dictionary of 
Yorkshire dialect which was useful in interpreting place and field names on the 
historic mapping.  

 

91 http://www.imagesofengland.org.uk/  
92 http://www.nmrs.org.uk/main.html   
93 http://www.dmm.org.uk/mindex.htm   
94 http://www.geograph.org.uk/    
95 http://maps.google.co.uk/intl/en/help/maps/streetview/   
96 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/   
97 http://www.genuki.org.uk/   
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3.4 Characterising Urban Settlement Areas of the Lower Tees Valley 
(contribution by Peter Rowe, Tees Archaeology) 

Early in the project, Tees Archaeology offered to provide additional officer time 
towards characterising the urban settlement areas of the Lower Tees Valley, 
including Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Billingham and Stockton-on-Tees, see Figure 
11. This enabled the urban historic character of these areas to be characterised in 
further detail than for the rest of the project area. A finer level of detail was recorded, 
almost on a street by street basis.   

 

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. North Yorkshire County Council. 100017946 2010 

Figure 11 The extent of the urban settlement areas characterised  by Tees 
Archaeology in the Lower Tees Valley area 

The principal sources used to plot the development of the townscapes were GIS-
based historic Ordnance Survey maps, the Tees HER (including listed buildings 
data), written histories, aerial photographs (where there were significant gaps in the 
Ordnance Survey map data) and local knowledge. During the project, a series of 
current, oblique aerial photographs were made available on line by Windows Live 
(now Bing.com98). These covered most of the urban areas and enabled digital, 
remote visual inspection of individual buildings at a very useable scale. The images 
can be rotated and viewed from each of the four principal points of the compass.  
This allowed the townscape to be assessed on a building by building basis if 
necessary. 

The available historic Ordnance Survey maps allowed changes to the landscape to 
be recorded, practically on a decade by decade basis, for much of the 20th century.  
The maps consulted are set out below: - 

Ordnance Survey six-inch to the mile County Series Maps: 
First edition Durham  1857-1861 
First edition Yorkshire  1853-1857 
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Second edition Durham  1898-1899 
Second edition Yorkshire  1895 
Third edition Durham  1923-1924 
Third edition Yorkshire  1919-1920 
Fourth edition Durham  1932-1950 
Fourth edition Yorkshire  1930-1953 
 
1:10000 National Grid Series 
Fifth edition    1952-1958 
Sixth edition    1962-1970 
Seventh edition   1971-1980 
Eighth edition    1981-1990 
Ninth composite edition  1974-1995 
 

Using these tools and resources, it was possible to zone individual settlements into 
broad areas on paper maps, see Figure 12, and to then plot the results en-block on 
the GIS and database. The average polygon size is significantly smaller than for rural 
areas as many represent smaller open spaces, such  as bowling greens and schools, 
or small blocks of housing that are often less than two hectares in extent but are 
significantly different from their environs, see Figure 13. 

Results 

In general terms, it was noted that the area was still largely agricultural in the mid 19th 
century with the townscapes really only developing in the second half of the 19th 
century and early decades of the 20th, and even then in relatively discrete areas 
such as West Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and Stockton, see sections 4.7 and 5.4. The 
dominant surviving urban character type from this period is terraced housing of 
various styles.  These could be most easily be distinguished from each other by their 
external spaces and several new character types were introduced. 

The most basic type was the terraced house with direct frontage onto the street with 
a small yard to the rear. These are normally plain fronted, perhaps with some 
detailing to windows and porches. These were presumably built to house the majority 
of the workforce in a gridiron of housing, see Plate 1. 

Larger terraced houses were noted to line the main routes into towns and these 
usually have small forecourt front gardens and perhaps a longer yard or small plot to 
the rear. They usually benefit from additional features such as bay windows to the 
main elevation. These are likely to have housed small business owners and the lower 
professional classes.   

Much larger terraced properties were also apparent in the suburbs to the towns.  
These often have more extensive open spaces to the front and rear and approach 
villa-like proportions. Bays might be in stone rather than wood and additional 
features, such as balconies, might appear on the principal elevations. Larger houses 
of this type might be two-and-a-half storey. 

Very large detached villas are also built in this period to house the many 
entrepreneurs attracted to the area.  These are usually individually designed houses, 
rich in architectural detail, and with extensive grounds, often with ancillary buildings 
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such as stables and groundskeepers quarters. They often line major roads into towns 
or were developed in discrete areas within the suburbs. 

Many institutional buildings are constructed in this period including town halls, 
schools and hospitals, many of which were large enough to be given their own 
character type. Gifts of land for public parks in this period, such as Albert Park, 
Middlesbrough and Ward Jackson Park, Hartlepool help to punctuate the largely 
urban character with open space as do municipal cemeteries. Many commercial 
buildings such as banks, and public houses, within current town centres contribute 
significantly to their character. 

Terraced housing continues to dominate the area until the outbreak of the First World 
War when there is a hiatus in development. Following the end of hostilities, the urban 
character type changed, with semi-detached properties beginning to appear in once 
rural areas, particularly along the main approach roads into towns. There is an 
emphasis on private open space and details such as bow windows and hipped roofs 
become common, see Plate 2. 

The first municipal estates begin to appear in the area in this inter-war period.  These 
often aspire to the Garden Village movement with elements of open space built into 
the street plan and gardens to each of the properties, such as at Grove Hill, 
Middlesbrough. It is presumed that features such as indoor toilets and bathrooms 
begin to be added to most housing stock in this period. Cul-de-sacs begin to appear 
in favour of the more traditional grids of housing. At the same time there are 
extensive clearances of older terraced houses in some of the more central areas. 

World War II forces a second hiatus in the development of urban housing.  In a 
number of cases small estates and cul-de-sacs are left unfinished for several 
decades.  Following the end of hostilities construction of new housing begins again.  
There is a marked difference in style with buildings becoming more functional and 
lacking architectural details such as projecting bow windows, presumably reflecting 
the scarceness of raw materials. Slate tends to stop being used altogether as a 
roofing material at this period, a difference that is very evident from aerial 
photography.  Rapidly erected pre-fabricated buildings were noted in a number of 
locations including both bungalows and two storey dwellings but their survival is rare, 
see Plate 3. 

Despite all of this urbanisation, the area is still relatively compact at the beginning of 
the 1950s.  It is not really until the 1960s and 1970s that large planned estates, both 
municipal and private, usually of detached or semi-detached houses, begin to radiate 
from the cores of the original settlements, see Plate 4. This is apparent in towns such 
as Billingham where a new town centre is constructed with civic facilities such as its 
own theatre.  High rises begin to appear in this period, often on municipal estates or 
as infill within town centres. Clearances of earlier terraces in the centre of towns 
continue with housing generally replaced with commercial premises such as 
shopping centres and industrial estates. Institutional architecture also changes 
considerably at this time. For example, school complexes become much larger and 
are built largely in glass with distinctive coloured fascia panels. 

The building of housing estates continues into the 1980s with new planned 
settlements such as Coulby Newham, Middlesbrough and Ingleby Barwick, Stockton-
on-Tees spreading onto former agricultural land. These often have their own 
neighbourhood centres. These estates continue to develop in the 1990s and 2000s 
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with new settlements established at Middle Warren, Hartlepool and a large executive 
housing development at Wynyard, Stockton-on-Tees. 

The early 2000s sees the introduction of smaller blocks of apartments within urban 
areas.  These often appear in the former gardens of larger Victorian houses or on 
cleared institutional sites such as hospitals and schools.  As a result the urban areas 
are becoming more and more residential in character, see Plate 5. 

Outcome 

The more intensive HLC within the urban areas of Teesside has already been used 
to build cases to retain key elements of character that fall outside of designated 
areas, such as conservation areas.  This is particularly the case in suburban areas 
where there is pressure for back-land development and demolitions, see Plate 6. It is 
hoped that the urban HLC will be used by a broad range of local authority 
departments to assess the local distinctiveness and importance of different areas. 

 

 

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. North Yorkshire County Council. 100017946 2010 

Figure 12 Initial definition of historic areas of urban settlement using hard-copy  
map prior to digitisation (see Figure 13) 
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Figure 13 Digitisation of select areas on the GIS, as initially identified on the 
hard-copy base map (see Figure 12) 

 

3.5 Legibility 

Legibility is one of the attributes that has been recorded in the project for every 
polygon characterised, but is probably one of the hardest to define. This attribute is 
used in relation to all broad types and aims to classify, in a relatively subjective 
fashion, the degree to which the previous historic character visible on the first edition 
six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey mapping (1846-63) remains visible in the 
current landscape.  

Table 1 lists the values used to describe legibility and their associated scope notes 
from the database. 

Legibility is a subjective assessment of how dynamic a landscape is, that is how 
much change has occurred by comparing the modern Ordnance Survey vector 
mapping (2003-2010) with the first edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey 
mapping (1846-63). In the case of enclosed land, for example, legibility has been 
assessed by the amount of change in boundaries which has occurred since the first 
edition six-inch County Series Ordnance Survey mapping (1846-63). This may be 
indicated by boundary loss, or possibly an increase in boundaries subdividing 
existing fields. In relation to settlement, the legibility assessment may be based on 
the increase in dwellings (which in terms of modern estates can have a fairly 
dramatic impact on the historic character) or the amount of infilling in established 
settlements.  
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HLC Legibility 
Attribute Value 

Description 
Scope Note 

Complete Used where the present landscape character type has historic value 

Significant There are many elements of the previous historic character within the 
landscape forming prominent landscape features 

Partial Evidence relating to previous character types is visible within the present 
environment but is, on the whole, discontinuous 

Fragmentary This term is employed where the previous historic character is only 
slightly visible within the landscape, for example were field boundaries 
have largely been removed but the external boundaries are preserved, 
eg in the shape of a housing estate 

Invisible This term is used where the previous historic character is not visible at 
all. For example, where development has completely replaced an earlier 
field system 

 

Table 1  HLC legibility attribute value descriptions 
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Figure 14 Legibility of the HLC of the project area 

 

Historic Environment Team, North Yorkshire County Council                                                       36 

 



THE NORTH YORKSHIRE AND LOWER TEES VALLEY HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION 

 

Historic Environment Team, North Yorkshire County Council                                                       37 

 

Figure 14 shows the legibility as recorded for the whole project area. This highlights 
areas of the landscape where change in the legibility of the HLC type has been more 
dynamic in comparison to areas where there is more time depth, for example with 
little change in boundaries.   

This shows that the most accelerated change (as defined by areas of fragmentary 
and invisible legibility) has occurred in the central part of the HLC project area, away 
from the National Parks and AONBs, particularly focussed on the Vales of Mowbray 
and York and the Lower Tees Valley. However, upon closer inspection of the data, it 
is clear that there are areas within this wider pattern which have seen very little 
change, for example smaller areas of landscape which have seen no change in their 
character type since the 1850s. 

Legibility has an important strategic role to play in the management of the historic 
character of the landscape.  In the Highways Agency’s guidance on assessing the 
effect of road schemes on historic landscape character, for example, there is specific 
reference to legibility. In order to inform the screening or scoping report for a road 
scheme, questions of how the proposed scheme would affect the HLC and the future 
legibility of existing time-depth should be considered99. 

 

3.6 Confidence 
 
The project was undertaken as a desk-based exercise using only the sources 
described in section 3.3. Due to the large extent of the project area and the time 
constraints, it was not possible to verify historic character interpretations on the 
ground. Over the five year duration of the project, inevitably, information recorded by 
the mapping and aerial photographic sources used may have become out of date. 
Where discrepancies were identified between sources, these were noted in the 
database record and the latest dated source was used to inform the characterisation. 
The project results, therefore, represent an interpretation of historic character at the 
point in time at which each record was created. 
 
The confidence of decisions made by the project officers about their interpretation of 
the historic character of an area is recorded in the database using the terms certain, 
probable or possible. This allows the interpretations to be assessed on their 
likelihood. Similarly, in the database fields recording the confidence of start and end 
dates of date ranges (Year from confidence; Year to confidence), uncertainty is 
recorded with a question mark.  
 
The project records, therefore, provide a starting point; a framework for more detailed 
work to be undertaken thereafter, which may refine or amend the interpretations.  
 

 

 

                                                            

99 Highways Agency 2007 


