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1: FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 

1.1 Introduction (Figure 1) 

The drought of 1995 required vast amounts of water to be transported by road 
tanker from North Yorkshire to West Yorkshire. This was clearly not an 
efficient means of moving water and thus proposals for improvements to the 
water supply infrastructure were proposed. One element of these proposals 
was a pipeline linking the river Ouse with the water treatment plant at 
Elvington on the river Derwent. This particular pipeline is only one of several 
linking the regions rivers which will facilitate rapid movement of water from 
the relatively wet Northumbria to the relatively dry Yorkshire. 

The chosen route measured a distance of 23 kilometres from the Moor 
Monkton pumping station on the river Ouse to the Water Treatment works at 
Elvington on the river Derwent. The route took the pipeline around the north 
and east side of the City of York. Since the recent alteration of the boundary 
of the City of Yoric Council that part of the pipeline to the south and east of the 
A19 lies within the City boundary. That part of the pipeline between the A19 
and the Rive Ouse is within the County of North Yoricshire. 

Yorkshire Water commissioned York Archaeological Trust to act as their 
archaeological consultants for the York pipeline. The vast majority of the 
work reported on here was managed for Yorkshire Water by Babcock Water 
Engineering Ltd who supervised the work of Bentleys and McLoughlins, the 
actual pipelaying contractors. The work to the west of the river Ouse was the 
responsibility of C.D.G. and Birse. York Archaeological Trust employed a 
team of Excavation Assistants and Field Officers who were supervised in the 
field by Nick Pearson of On-Site Archaeology. 

A written scheme of investigation for the provision of archaeological 
requirements on the pipeline was provided jointly by the City of York Council 
and North Yorkshire County Coimcil. That scheme of works formed the basis 
for the fieldworic methodology and the basis for this report. 

This report is submittted to satisfy the requirements laid down by English 
Heritage in 'Management of Archaeological Projects' (MAP2), 1991. That 
document outlined a model for the management of archaeological projects, 
defining the stages by which a project would reach publication. This identified 
the need for a stage of assessment of potential for analvsis. The intention was 
that those concemed with the analysis of archaeological data should outline the 
significance, qxiantify the resource and justify the programme and ultimately 
the costs of the post-excavation work. This procedure was expected to ensure 
that finite resources were not wasted on those aspects of a project which had 
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no contribution to make to the better understanding of our heritage. The 
possible local, regional and national significance of the various elements of a 
project within overall research themes were required to be demonstrated. 

This report attempts to satisfy the requirements of MAP2, although it should be 
stated at the outset that this project does not concem a particular site or locality 
but a random slice through the landscape. The range and date of 
archaeological deposits which were encountered are therefore perhaps more 
varied than would be the case with a more restricted project. The fact that the 
route i)asses close to the City of York gives it added significance. 

The report is presented in the following format. Section 1 outlines the 
methodology of the various stages of fieldworic. This is followed by a 
quantification and description of the results of the fieldwork by location, in 
Section 2. An initial assessment of the potential of each location and 
reconmiendations for further action concludes Section 2. Section 3 consists of 
an overview of the implications of the archaeology from the whole pipeline. A 
research design is proposed which addresses a number of potential themes for 
further analysis. 

1.2 Desk-top Evaluation 

Archaeological work on this pipeline project commenced with a Desk-top 
Evaluation of the available written, cartographic and photographic evidence. 
This work was carried out by Kurt Hunter-Maim of the York Archaeological 
Trust and has been produced as a separate report. In it a number of areas of 
archaeological potential were identified on or close to the pipeline route. This 
information was primarily collected from the Sites and Monuments Record and 
from a study of aerial photographs of the route. That report recommended that 
archaeological observation of the topsoil strip would be particularly relevant 
close to the located sites. Where a particular location was identified in the 
desk-top evaluation that has been recorded in the relevant text section in 
Section 3 below with details of what was actually encountered in the ground. 
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LOCATION OF STUDY AREA YORK ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
Scale: 1:50 000 
Figure 1 Location of study area. 


