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i 
SUMMARY 

Mapping of the distribution of archaeological remains from an evaluation of the existing air 
photographs of the A l road corridor between Dishforth and Barton, North Yorkshire 

This survey has identified that within the survey area the A l road comdor passes through a 
landscape of Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments, prehistoric settlement and boundary systems 
and the Roman town of Cataractomum The road also passes through the remains of medieval and 
post-medieval agricultural landscapes In modem times the road comdor has been heavily 
impacted by quarrying activity 

This work was commissioned from Alison Deegan, 7/8 Malt Kiln, Clayton, Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, BD14 6QP, by Bullen Consultants Ltd, Neville Court, Nevilles Cross, Durham DHl 
4TE 

This work is the copyright of the author, Alison Deegan Licence to use this work is extended to 
Bullen Consultants Ltd This work is supplied in digital format as well as hard copy Bullen 
Consultants Ltd may manipulate and/or reproduce the work as they wish, providing the 
archaeological integrity of the work is not compromised or diminished All reproductions of the 
work either in part, whole or combined with other works should clearly identify Alison Deegan as 
the author of the air photo interpretation and mapping 
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1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1 1 Client Details 

111 This air photo investigation was commissioned by Bullen Consultants Ltd, Neville Court, 
Nevilles Cross, Durham DHl 4TE, with respect to the A l Dishforth to Barton 
Improvements, in August 2004 

1 2 Archaeology from air photographs 

12 1 Air photographs taken in appropriate conditions can record cropmarks, soilmarks and 
earthworks of archaeological origin 

12 2 Cropmarks are variations in leaf and stalk colour and plant height and vigour Cropmarks 
occur where there are anomalies below the ground in-filled hollows, palaeochannels, 
frost cracks, archaeological pits, ditches, surfaces and banks or modem disturbances such 
as land drains Cropmarks can also be created by variations in the treatment of the topsoil 
and ground cover the uneven application of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides or 
physical damage 

12 3 Cropmarks that delineate buried and levelled archaeological features are the effect of 
differential growth and ripening between the vegetation on the archaeological deposits 
and that on surrounding undisturbed ground Variations in growth and ripening are most 
visible when there is a significant difference in the water and nutrient availability 
between the archaeological and natural deposits Cropmarks can form at any stage from 
germination to ripening but the optimal conditions are during periods when precipitation 
IS exceeded by transpiration This results in potential soil moisture deficit (SMD) and 
water-stressed plants (Jones and Evans 1975) Prolonged periods of SMD halt plant 
growth and then cause wilting of the plant leaves, stem and finally root It is leaf wilt in 
particular that is visible from the air Water-stress is exacerbated by free-draining sub
surface deposits such as archaeological walls or road surfaces but mitigated by rich and 
humic ditch and pit deposits Even after ripening differences in crop height and bulk can 
indicate the presence of buried features where there are no tonal difference Cropmarks 
can be seen most clearly in large areas of homogenous, fast-growing plants such as cereal 
crops and, less frequently, in root crops and grass Cropmarks produced m grass at times 
of significant moisture stress, usually over buried structures or other highly permeable 
archaeological deposits, are often referred to as parchmarks 

12 4 Soilmarks are the colour and tonal differences between archaeological deposits and the 
background plough or subsoil The action of ploughing, which can penetrate the ground 
to a depth of 45cm, brings to the surface previously buried matenal The rotation of the 
plough exposes the cut surface uppermost Where the plough cuts buried and in-filled 
archaeological features such as banks and ditches it brings to the surface slices of these 
deposits If these slices are sufficiently differentiated from the natural plough or subsoil 
they can be visible from the air Soilmarks are most apparent on lighter, reflective soils 
where the contrast with the often humic archaeological deposits is greatest 
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12 5 Archaeological earthworks visible on the ground can also be seen from the air Detection 
and recording of earthworks from the air is determined by their survival and visibility 
The survival of earthworks depends on past and present landuse, natural erosion 
processes, deliberate destruction and ploughing can all reduce upstanding features to 
ground level Earthworks can be revealed by the pattem of sunlight and shadow, 
differential frost or snow cover or the distribution of standing and flood water Large and 
subtle variations in ground relief are further accentuated when viewed stereoscopically 
Most stereo images are vertical photographs taken in long, regular sorties but stereo-
overlapping can also be achieved from correctly set-up oblique views 

1 3 The survey area (Fig. 1) 

13 1 The survey area was defined by the client as a 1 km wide comdor centred on the route of 
the existing A l between Dishforth and Barton, a linear distance of approximately 41 
kilometres and thus an area of c 41km^ 

13 2 The survey area is located entirely within the county of North Yorkshire, between 
national gnd references SE364 727 and NZ224 089 

13 3 Between Dishforth and Catterick the A l runs along the broad, low Ure-Swale interfluve, 
across land that gently undulates between 30 and 60m OD The road crosses the River 
Swale north of Catterick and from Brompton-upon-Swale proceeds to climb to nearly 
150m OD at Scotch Comer before descending slightly to Barton Topographically the 
road comdor presents a sharp contrast to the more dramatic landscapes of the Yorkshire 
Dales west of Leybum and the North York Moors to the east of Northallerton 

13 4 Geologically, the southerly section of the road comdor, almost to Catterick occupies 
Triassic sandstones Just south of Catterick the road crosses the narrow Magnesian 
Limestone belt onto the Millstone Grit 

13 5 The survey area is predominantly mral in character and flanked by fields of arable, 
pasture and occasional small woods and plantations Only at Leeming Bar, Catterick and 
Brompton-upon-Swale does the road pass through or by areas that are already built up 

13 6 There are two other components to the land use of the road comdor that are pertinent to 
this survey airfields and quames 

13 7 There are three operating airfields immediately adjacent to the A l in and around the 
survey area RAF Dishforth, RAF Leeming and RAF Catterick Each are subject to 
Military Air Traffic Zone (MATZ) restrictions that may have compromised 
archaeological air reconnaissance 

13 8 There are disused and active aggregate quames throughout the survey area but extraction 
has been greatest on land adjacent to the A l at Catterick and at Barton This industry has 
had a considerable impact on the survival of the archaeological resource but has also 
precipitated a great number of the archaeological investigations in this area 

1 4 Archaeological background 

14 1 For the most part within this survey area the A l follows the route of the Dere Street 

3 
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Roman road It only departs significantly from the Roman alignment at Leeming Bar, 
between Catterick to Brompton-upon-Swale and at Scotch Comer before taking an 
altogether more easterly direction at Barton, where Dere Street had continued northward 

14 2 On the banks of the Swale just north of Catterick the modem Al briefly rejoins the 
Roman alignment besides the Roman town Cataractomum 

14 3 The Ure-Swale interfluve is also the site of an extended Neolithic and Bronze Age ritual 
landscape of which the three Thomborough henges are perhaps the best known elements 
Four further henge monuments are known in this locality including 2 within 1 5 km of 
the A l at Conyers and, the most northerly known example, at Catterick Racecourse The 
Catterick henge, which lies within this survey's area, was only recognised as a Neolithic 
monument in 1995 (Moloney et al 2003) 

14 4 In most cases Roman Dere Street forms the bounds of the medieval and later township 
and parish system and as a consequence is rarely in itself the focus of medieval or later 
settlement until the twentieth century 

1 5 Previous air photo work in the survey area 

15 1 In 1994 John Samuels Archaeological Consultants commissioned of Air Photo Services, 
Cambridge a survey of existing air photographs in the collection of the Cambridge 
University Committee for Aerial Photography (CUCAP) for a 200m comdor centred on 
the present route of the A l between Leeming and Scotch Comer (See Fig 2) This work 
was undertaken by Rog Palmer and his study also considered the evidence of vertical 
photographs taken in November 1991 as supplied by WS Atkins (Palmer 1994 1) Visible 
archaeological features of all periods were transcribed to a 1 10 000 scale base map 
either by sketching, proportional measuring or, in selected areas, by digital rectification 
using the Bradford Aerial Photographic Rectification Programme AERIAL4 2 

1 5 2 In 1997 English Heritage (EH) requested the Royal Commission on the Historic 
Monuments of England (RCHME) Aerial Survey team to undertake a mapping project of 
Catterick and its environs (See Fig,2 ) The scope of this project was specifically limited 
to archaeological features of likely prehistoric, Roman or early medieval date, features 
"clearly of medieval or post-medieval origin" were excluded (MacLeod 1997 3) For that 
survey Macleod examined air photographs held by RCHME (now the National 
Monuments Record), North Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record and the available 
prints listed on CUCAP's card index system 

15 3 Extracts from the 1997 RCHME survey were published in a synthesis of archaeological 
knowledge of the Roman town at Catterick and its hinterland (Wilson 2002) 
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

2 11 This evaluation undertook to comprehensively review as the relevant and readily 
available existing air photographic resource The objective was to produce an overview 
of the location, extent and character of the visible archaeological remains and pertinent 
natural features 

2 12 This was achieved through the creation of an enhanced distribution map of the 
archaeological and certain natural features within the survey area The mapped features 
are linked to a series of data fields detailing preliminary interpretation of period and type, 
the nature of the evidence (i e whether it be earthworks, cropmarks, parchmarks or soil 
marks) and the photographs on which the sites are best visible 

2 13 It was not the aim of this survey to produce accurate and detailed mapping of all visible 
archaeological features but instead it should be regarded as the basis from which areas 
may be selected for higher level survey of this kind if it is required 
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METHODOLOGY 

3 1 Data sources 

3 11 Air photographs that were readily available in the following collections were assessed for 
this survey 

• National Monuments Record (NMR), English Heritage, Kemble Drive, Swindon 

• Unit for Landscape Modelling (ULM), formerly known as the Cambridge 
University Committee for Aerial Photography (CUCAP), Sir William Hardy 
Building, Downing Street, Cambridge 

• Heritage Unit, North Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton 

3 12 Details of all the photographs consulted for this project are listed m Appendix I 

3 2 Air photo evaluation and mapping 

3 2 1 This evaluation was undertaken according to the guidelines set out in the Institute of 
Field Archaeologists Technical Paper "Uses of aerial photography in archaeological 
evaluations" (Palmer & Cox 1993) 

3 2 2 A l l the available air photographs in the NMR and NYCC Heritage Unit were 
systematically examined, using x2 magnification where necessary The vertical 
photographs were viewed stereoscopically where possible 

3 2 3 Bullen Consultants had previously obtained laser copies of a significant proportion of the 
vertical coverage held by the NMR and kindly made these available for this investigation 
These laser copies were examined in detail and the original prints were re-examined at 
the NMR 

3 2 4 It was beyond the remit of this project to examine all the U L M coverage at Cambridge 
The combined information of the U L M online catalogue, which includes a brief 
archaeological description of the photo subject, and selected photocopies was used to 
bridge any gaps in the NMR and NYCC coverage 

3 2 5 The approximate location, form and extent of archaeological sites, individual features 
and pertinent natural features that were visible on the air photographs were transcribed to 
a l i o 000 scale base map variously by one of three methods sketch, proportional 
measurement and digital rectification undertaken using the Bradford Aerial Photographic 
Rectification Programme, AERIALS 14 Use of the latter was confined to complex, 
extensive landscapes such as widespread interlocking ridge and furrow 
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3 2 6 Archaeological sites, individual features and pertinent natural features are presented on 
the resulting distribution map in the following manner 

tfbrm of feature: ,̂  - ^Example feature Fdrm pf|imap recbra* 

small, discrete features < c 
25m diameter 

pond, building, barrows point data marking approximate 
location 

linear features > 25m long ditches, pit alignment, 
road, dram 

uniform width polyline representing 
approximate location, direction and 
length 

larger individual features enclosures uniform width polyline representing 
approximate location, shape, 
dimension and onentation 

complexes of mixed forms settlements polygon outlining greatest visible 
extent major features may be 
represented by simple sketch 

area features quarnes, natural hollows, 
ndge and furrow and 
other widespread 
disturbances 

polygon outlining greatest visible 
extent or units of common ploughing 
direction direction of ploughing is 
marked by a single arrow 

features for which higher level survey is available from 
other sources (e g Macleod 1997) 

polygon outlining greatest known 
extent 
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4 RESULTS 

4 1 The survey output 

4 11 The main product of this survey is a MAPINFO Professional 7 5 table that comprises of 
the mapped features with a series of associated data fields Individual features, groups of 
features and sites are listed by AP numbers 1 to 178 Areas of ridge and furrow are 
grouped by period and parish A second table lists the main sources of photography for 
each site or feature and can be cross-referenced from the main table by the AP number 

4 12 A version of the text data is presented in Appendix II Catalogue of Features and the map 
data IS illustrated in Figure 3-10 of this report However the MAPINFO tables present the 
more flexible mode for data interrogation 

4 2 The air photographs 

4 2 1 The specialist oblique, vertical and military oblique air photo collections of the National 
Monuments Record were searched by NMR Enquiry and Research Services (enquiry 
reference no 70433) The results of this search indicated that the collection held 101 
specialist photographs, just 6 military oblique photographs and up to 969 vertical 
photographs 

4 2 2 NMR military oblique and vertical photographs are archived in a controlled environment 
and there are restrictions on the number of prints that may be removed from the store for 
any one customer As a consequence only 731 vertical photographs were made available 
for consultation The reduction was achieved by removing those sorties that were most 
peripheral to the survey area 

4 2 3 Nevertheless together the available vertical sorties provided good coverage of the survey 
area The whole survey was well-covered by sorties flown in the 1940s and 1950s Only 
the Brompton-upon-Swale to Barton stretch was covered by sorties flown in the 1960s 
but 1970s coverage again extended across the whole survey area There was no coverage 
of the Sinderby Bndge (SE 334 810) to Leeming stretch for the 1980s and 1990s 

4 2 4 The NMR specialist oblique coverage of the survey area was on the whole rather sparse 
with only the Catterick area having good repeat coverage of archaeological sites There 
are significant gaps in the coverage around Leeming and to the south of Catterick that 
may owe more to the MATZ restrictions on flying in these areas than a real absence of 
visible archaeological features 

4 2 5 NYCC's Heritage Unit provided a list of oblique photographs covering the survey area 
Not all of the prints on this list are actually held by Heritage Unit and not all could be 
found in the appropriate box files in which the photographs are stored 

4 2 6 Despite numerous absences the Heritage Unit oblique photograph holdings are more 
extensive and diverse than those of the NMR for this survey area, although there is some 
duplication between the two 

4 2 7 The Heritage Unit also holds vertical coverage from 1971-72, which is duplicated at the 
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NMR and was not re-examined, and colour vertical coverage flown in 2001 and 2002 
which provided a useful recent perspective on the survey area 

The ULM online catalogue indicates that it holds 101 oblique air photos and 14 vertical 
air photos of the survey area The NMR and NYCC hold coies of many of the U L M 
oblique air photos and photocopies of a selection of the others were obtained and 
examined 

The resources consulted for this project are summarised below, full details are given in 
Appendix 1 

Source . Oblique^ iVeft j^ls' 

ULM 11 duplicated at NMR 

21 duplicated at NYCC 

19 photocopied 

49 were not examined 

total = 101 

3 photocopied 

11 were not examined 

total = 14 

NMR 128 731 

NYCC 182 118 

Natural features (see Figs 3-10) 

Buried and levelled geological and natural features can produce cropmarks or appears as 
earthworks in the same manner as archaeological features Some of natural features may 
be pertinent to the management of the archaeological resource and for this reason have 
been recorded for this survey 

Shallow hollows or depressions are not uncommon on the sandstone geology south of 
Catterick (eg AP 3, 4, 76, 94 and 103) These appear as slight earthworks often 
accentuated by corresponding patches of dark-toned soil, slower ripening crop or 
standing water 

The depression noted to the south of Catterick (AP 108), and perhaps also those at the 
very south of the survey area (AP 3 & 4) are more extensive and may indicate the courses 
of a former water-channels 

The archaeological potential of these features is unknown They may conceal buried 
archaeological features or may contain a record of ancient environmental conditions 

The well-defined remains of a relict stream channel to the west of Catterick are highly 
visible on several vertical photographs This area has been heavily impacted by aggregate 
extraction at it is not clear how much of this landscape survives 

4 4 Archaeological features (see Figs 3-10) 

4 4 1 The following is a brief summary of the results of this investigation Descriptions of all 
the individual groups of features can be found in Appendix II Unless stated otherwise 
attributions of date and functions are based solely on the available air photo evidence and 
as such are preliminary and open to re-interpretation 
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4 4 2 Neolithic and Bronze Age Monuments Monuments of possible or known Neolithic or 
Bronze Age date are visible at three locations along the road comdor at Rainton 
Common (AP 12 & 13), Catterick Racecourse (AP 133), and at Violet Grange, Scotch 
Comer (AP 165) 

4 4 3 The remains of barrows on Rainton Common he more than 500m from the current route 
oftheAl (AP 12& 13), 

4 4 4 The henge and caim at Catterick Racecourse have been heavily tmncated by quarrying 
Significant sections were excavated in 1995 (Moloney et al 2003) A small portion of the 
henge circuit may survive within 350m of the present A l (AP 133) 

4 4 5 A single small mound at Scotch Comer is located more than 300m from the present A l 
(AP 165) 

4 4 6 Other prehistoric sites Iron Age settlements excavated at Catterick Racecourse (AP 
135), and Pallet Hill, Catterick (AP 131), were visible as cropmarks on photographs pre
dating the extensive quarrying m these areas (Moloney et al 2003) 

4 4 7 There are possible rectilinear enclosures of prehistoric or Roman date at Rainton 
Common (AP 15), near Street House in Anderby Mire with Holtby (AP 95) and two 
examples in Brompton-upon-Swale (AP 149 & 150) All are located at or near the outer 
edge of the survey area 

4 4 8 Close to the A l , near the junction with Stapley Lane, Kirklington-cum-Upsland there is 
evidence of a prehistoric enclosure and associated ditches (AP 45) The cropmarks in this 
area are complex the earlier features are overlain by post-medieval field boundaries (AP 
43) and the crop ripens in a very uneven and patchy manner Some of the prehistoric 
features appear to intersect the course of the A l at this point 

4 4 9 At Betram House, Middleton Tyas there are faint but distinct cropmarks of a curving 
ditch or enclosure and two ring ditches visible on small scale vertical photography (AP 
158) These may be the remains of prehistoric settlement 

4 4 10 Eight hundred metres to the north-west, across the Scotch Comer junction, there are faint 
cropmarks of ditches and a possible curvilinear enclosure (AP 162) 

4 4 11 On Rainton Common there are a series of south-west to north-east aligned pit alignments 
of probable prehistoric date (AP 16) These articulate with short cross boundaries of 
ditches or pits Some elements of this system intersection with the course of the A l 

4 4 12 To the immediate south of Rainton Common there are three linear features (AP 6) 
oriented on a similar alignment to the pit-defined boundanes (AP 16) They may be a 
continuation of the same system It is not possible to discern whether these linears 
comprise of pits or a continuous ditch on the available photographs 

4 4 13 Roman period sites Several sections of Dere Street are visible as earthworks, cropmarks, 
parchmarks and soilmarks along stretches where the A l diverts from the Roman course, 
particularly at Catterick and Brompton-upon-Swale At Bainesse nearly 500m of agger 
and road-side ditches run very close and near-parallel to the modem A l (AP 112) 

4 4 14 Eleven hunderd metres to the north-west, on the same alignment a broad feature is visible 

10 
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variously as an earthwork, cropmark and parchmark over more than 500m (AP 130) No 
doubt this feature runs along the course of the Dere Street, but whether it is surviving 
Roman road material or simply the remains of post-medieval fields boundaries that 
followed the road's course is unknown This area has been significantly disturbed by 
quarrying (AP 129) 

4 4 15 Continuing northward the road can be traced across the south-west side of Catterick 
Racecourse (AP 141) and into the Roman town of Cataractonuim (AP 144) 

4 4 16 Across the Swale the road agger was clearly visible on a northward alignment where the 
modem A l veered to the north-west but this section is now largely built over (AP 145) 

4 4 17 On the north side of Brompton-upon-Swale a short section of Dere Street is visible 
between the A l and Gatherley Street (AP 148) 

4 4 18 At Scotch Comer a section of possible Roman road is visible as a cropmark on its 
approach to Dere Street from the west (AP 163) 

4 4 19 On the south banks of the River Swale the modem A l crosses the remains of 
Cataractonuim Some earlier photographs record the walls, roads and ditches of the town 
prior to the construction of the modem road The maps from a higher level air photo 
survey of the town, under taken by RCHME have been published (Macleod 1997, Wilson 
2003) 

4 4 20 East of the town, and lying largely beyond this survey's area there is a possible 
temporary camp (AP 143) In his study of the available air photographs, Macleod 
dismissed the suggestion that a broad interrupted ditch, visible to the south of the town 
(AP 136), could be a second possible camp (1997) 

4 4 21 Early medieval There are no identifiable features of early medieval date visible within 
the survey area The discovery of the Anglian cemetery at Catterick Racecourse, may 
suggest the presence of unseen settlement remains in the vicinity (Moloney et al 2003) 

4 4 22 Medieval Remains of possible medieval settlement are visible on the outer edge of the 
survey area at Holtby Hall, Anderby Mires with Holtby (AP 85) 

4 4 23 The remains of medieval and post-medieval ploughing are extensive across along the 
length of the survey area It has not always been possibly to distinguish medieval ridge 
and furrow, usually characterised by a shallow S-bend shape and broad ridges, from the 
straighter, narrow ridges of the later ploughing It is possible that some medieval ridges 
were later divided into narrow strips thus the broad curving sweep is retained but the 
furrow are closer together 

4 4 24 There are also plough headlands (eg AP 8, 38 & 53) and lynchets or terraces (eg 177) 
that may also have medieval origins 

4 4 25 It has been difficult to ascertain the current condition of much of the medieval ridge and 
furrow Certainly large areas survived as earthworks in pasture in the 1940s and 1950s 
The most recent vertical photographs, taken in 2001-2002, suggest that large areas have 
been converted to arable but these are not a particularly good record of low earthworks It 
IS known that the extensive landscape of interlocking ridge and furrow and terraces at 

11 
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Barton has been levelled by ploughing (AP 177 & 178) 

4 4 26 Post-medieval As well as areas of possibly re-used ridge and furrow there is evidence 
for distinctive straight, narrow rig, often thought to be formed by steam ploughing, in 
some parts of the survey area, notably Moulton and Middleton Tyas (AP 152 & 159) 

4 4 27 Small ponds and hollows are common in most parts of the survey area (eg AP 2, 115, 
164) Some may have been part of the medieval landscape but many were probably 
created later when most fields had reverted to pastoral use 

4 4 28 There is evidence of some historic industrial activity along the road comdor in this 
predominantly agricultural landscape There are possible limekilns at Bainess and 
Baldersby Gate (AP 19 & 121) and a groups of quames and kilns at Little Hangbank 
Bridge (AP 176) 

4 4 29 The presence of some known post-medieval field boundaries has been recorded where 
they might be confused with earlier features (eg AP 43 ) 

4 4 30 Modern The extent of large quames have been mapped, in so far as they are visible on 
the air photographs, to indicate where the original ground surface has been removed and 
hence any archaeological deposits likely to have been destroyed However this is likely 
to be an incomplete record of quarrying activity 

4 4 31 The presence of some known modem features has been recorded where they might be 
confused with earlier features, for example pipelines at Pickhill with Roxby and 
Kirklington-cum-Upsland (AP 43 & 50 ) 

4 4 32 Undated There are a significant number of features of unknown date throughout the 
survey area Many are single and straight linear features that cannot be distinguished 
between modem drains and possible prehistoric ditch from the available photographic 
evidence 

12 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

5 11 Overall, specialist archaeological air photo coverage of the survey area is rather poor and 
sparse The archaeological sites for which coverage is reasonable, mainly those in the 
Cattenck area have also received attention from ground investigations and archaeological 
excavation Very little in the way of previously undetected sites has come from recent 
archaeological reconnaissance 

5 12 Vertical coverage of the survey area is much fuller but is perhaps a better record of 
upstanding features such as earthwork ridge and furrow than cropmarks, soilmarks and 
parchmarks of levelled sites Nevertheless some potentially significant buried sites have 
come to light from the vertical photographs (eg 111, 158 & 162) 

5 13 The prominent features encountered by the A l between Dishforth and Barton are the 
remains of medieval and post-medieval ploughing There may have been some form of 
contemporary activity that took place between the course of the Roman road and the 
ploughed fields, but in most cases any traces of this is likely to have been removed or 
covered by previous road widening It should be noted that ridge and furrow may mask 
earlier features 

5 14 The density of visible pre-medieval and undated features is greatest in the Catterick area 
The maps produced by Macleod and published in Wilson (2002), appear to be an 
accurate representation of the features visible on the air photographs in this area More 
recent photographs neither contradict nor enhance this picture The accuracy of the 
transcription was not tested for this evaluation but details of this and the methodology 
employed are given in Macleod (1997) 

5 15 At the southem end of the road comdor the modem road appears to cross a possible 
prehistoric landscape of pit and ditch defined boundaries (AP6, 16-18) Significant 
alterations to the road at this point may impact upon these archaeological features 

5 16 At Sike Bridge the modem road passes close to complex cropmarks recorded variously 
on several different oblique photographs (AP 45) This group is likely to contain remains 
of prehistoric settlement 

5 17 Along the rest of the survey area the road intersects with a number of linear features, or 
the projections of linear features (eg 20, 32, 64, 119, 146, 161) These are mostly 
undated and it is unlikely that a more detailed investigation of the same air photographs 
will reveal the archaeological significance of these features 

5 18 The absence of cropmark, soilmark and earthwork evidence on the available air 
photographs should not be interpreted as the absence of archaeology 

13 


