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1-3, ROSEMARY LANE. RICHMOND, YORKSHIRE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

1 Instructions were received in April, 1996, from Mr Donald Cline, 
for the execution of an archaeological Watching Brief at the above address The 
work was required to fulfil a Planning Condition attached to a consent for the 
conversion of the premises to retail and oftice accommodation. 

2. Work was camed out in accordance with the appropnate Standard 
Specifications of this Practice. Monitoring of contractors' works was maintained 
over a total of five visits (vanously by P T and D M W ) between the Mth of 
May and the 18th of June, 1996 

3 Significant contractors' works compnsed 

(a) the removal of existing floors throughout the building and over the small 
yard at the rear 

(b) the removal of existing ceilings and timber fittings 

(c) the removal of internal plaster and render to expose the stonework on all 
walls. 

4 Since all substantial or potentially significant features were to be 
retained, no detailed recording of the structure (in any case, outside the scope of a 
Watching Bnet) was undertaken 

5 The building is a two-storey stmcture, probably of eighteenth-
century date Its original function is not clear, but it is unlikely to have been built 
as a dwelling {vide the partially-blocked rear doorway, which appears originally to 
have been a cart entrance) The existing fireplaces are Victorian, and may 
represent the first conversion to a dwelling. Recent use has been as commercial 
premises connected with the adjoining Unicorn public house 

6. Removal of floors revealed a deposit of dirty, black soil between 5 
and 10 centimetres in depth, directly overlying the natural clay subsoil No datable 
find was recovered from this deposit Exposure of the foundations of the outer 
(street) wall showed them to rest upon a bench of clean, compact clay. This feature 
was certainly man-made' it appears to represent a style of constmction and to 
relate to the existing building, rather than a silrvival of an earlier, clay-built wall 
This constructional technique has been observed elsewhere in Richmond (e.g., 
under the frontage of the present Woolworths premises). 
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7 No significant or early feature was revealed by removal of the 
ceilings and other fittings It was immediately evident that the whole of the roof, 
including the timber trusses, has been replaced within the last few years. 

8 No significant or early feature was revealed by removal of plaster 
and render from the inner faces of walls 

9. At first-floor level, the gable wall which is common with the 
Unicom public house is worthy of note This is a timber-framed stmcture (with a 
series of oak studs filled with lathe-and-plaster) which appears to be the outer wall 
of the Unicorn, rather than the inner wall of the premises under discussion The 
interior junction of the walls confirms what from the extenor is obscured, the 
chronological pnority of the Unicom over no. 1, Rosemary Lane. A sixteenth-
century date for the public house is suggested. 
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