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WATCHING BRIEF AT NEWBIGGIN, RICHMOND 

INTROEUCTION 
In late October and early November, 1994, North Yorkshire Comty 
Highways, Richmondshire Division, undertook re-cobbling work on part of 
Newbiggin, Richmond. This involved l i f t i n g the existing cobbles and 
their concrete setting, excavating a further 20 cm. of s o i l , and 
relaying the cobbles on a bed of concrete 40 cm. thick. Because of the 
historic and archaeological importance of the town of Richmond, an 
archaeological watching brief was required i n order to record any 
features of archaeological interest during excavation work. 
TOE WATCHING BRIEF 
The area affected by the recobbling was at the westem end of Newbiggin, 
on the south side of the highway. It consisted of a strip approximately 
35 metres long, 4.5 metres wide at i t s westem end, narrowing to 3 
metres at the eastem end (see f i g 1). Throughout this area, the 
existing cobbles were set into c. 20cm. of concrete, below which was 
groimd undisturbed i n modem times apart from services running frcm 
north to south across the strip. The service pipes and cables were at 
depths between 25 and 40 cm. below the surface, and the majority were 
water or drainage pipes. A further 20 to 25 cm. of s o i l was removed by 
machine and replaced by concrete, making a total depth of disturbance of 
40 to 45 cm. 

The s o i l below the cobbles was almost a l l a dark grey to black sandy 
loam, with some patches wetter and more clayey and others sandier, but 
with no discemible features. A l l the f i l l was made-up ground and 
natural was not reached at any point. There were small quantities of 
modem and post-medieval pottery, the majority being 19th and 20th 
century with some earlier types and two possible late medieval sherds. 
The latter were i n an area of very dark clayey loam 9 metres from the 
westem end of the excavated area, adjacent to a lead water pipe and 
clay drain, but i n general the pottery was mixed with no particular 
grouping. Large quantities of animal bone were also recovered, again 
from throughout the f i l l . 

CONCLUSICaiS 
The results of the watching brief show that there was occupation i n the 
area, probably from the post-medieval period at least, with an 
observable build-up of deposits. The level of doorways alongside the 
area excavated show a marked variation i n height, which also points to a 
build up of material over time. The depth to which these deposits were 
disturbed i n the recobbling process was not great enough to reach any 
conclusions about the date of f i r s t occupation of the area, but there i s 
obviously potential for significant infonnation recovery i f work of any 
sort takes place which removes or disturbs deposits to any greater 
depth. 
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