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Figures 

Figure 1. Site Location. Image Supplied by Client. 

Plates 

Plate 1. Cottages prior to demolition. Looking south-west. Image Supplied by Client. 

Plate 2. Party wall footings [02] for cottages. Looking south-west. Scales l&2m. 

Plate 3. Mortar floor [04]. Looking south. Scale 0.5m. 
Plate 4. Remains of stone flag flooring [05] over mortar [04]. Looking south. Scale 
0.5m. 

Plate 5. Brick floor [06], south of cottage. Looking south-west. Scales 0.5 & Im. 

Plate 6. Fragment of stone sculpture. Left hand scales 0.2m, right hand scale 0.1m. 
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CHURCH HILL COTTAGE, PICKHILL, 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

Summary 

The requirement for an Archaeological Watching Brief had been placed on 
Planning Application 05/02717/FUL in relation to the ground works for a new 
bungalow at Church Hill Cottage, Pickhill, North Yorkshire (SE 3465 8365). 
At this stage the ground works only consisted of the excavation of the 
foundations for the garage in order to secure the current planning permission. 
The ground work was carried out using by machine excavation on the 2A^ and 
2^ August 2008. 

The watching brief recorded the remains ofparts of two 18 century cottages 
known to have stood on the site and which were demolished in the 1950s, and 
part of a late 1^^/early 2(f'' century refuse dump. Otherwise the results were 
generally negative with a small amount of late 19/20^ century pottery being 
observed in the topsoil along with two sherds of 1^ century slipware and a 
single sherd of late medieval/ early post-medieval also in the topsoil. 

No other archaeological finds or features were recorded. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief on the 
ground works for the foundations for a garage of a bungalow the constmction 
of which v^U take place at a later date. The works were on a plot of land to the 
west of Church Hill Cottage, Pickhill, North Yorkshire (SE 3465 8365). 

1.2 The watching brief was conducted by JB Archaeological Services (JBAS) for 
Mr DJ Hopper and was carried out on the 27* & 28* August 2008. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

Historic Background 
2.1 The settlement of Pickhill is first recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 as 

Picala. The name has two possible derivations, either 'nook of land by the 
pointed hills' or 'nook of a man called Pica'. This is derived from the Old 
English pic which means pointed or Pica, a personal name, and halh meaning 
nook (Mills, 1998, 272). The translation of halh for the 'nook' aspect is not 
definitive and possibly has various connotations, in this case it would seem to 
refer to a 'nook' of land situated in the bend of a river - probably the Swale 
(Gelling 2000, 108). Although the place name is first recorded in 1086 the 
settlement has a much longer history as within the church there are the remains 
of several Viking 'hog-back' grave markers testifying to an earlier, well 
organised settlement. 

Geology and Soils 
2.2 The site lies c. 8.5km to the north-west of Thirsk between the River Swale and 

the A l Great North Road. The underlying solid geology is of Permian and 
Triassic sandstones (British Geological Survey, 2001), over which the 
quatemary geology is of glacial drift (British Geological Survey, 1977). The 
soils that have weathered from this are the Escrick 2 Association which are 
deep, well-drained, often reddish coarse loamy soils (Soil Survey of England 
and Wales, 1983). 

Topography and Land-use 
2.3 The site is located on the southern side of Church Hill within the village of 

Pickhill. It lies to the west of Church Hill Cottage in an area of vegetable 
garden at a height of c.30mOD and slopes gradually from both east to west 
and north to south. 

3.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The objective of the watching brief was to mitigate for any negative impacts 
of the ground works associated with the excavation of the footings. The 
specific aims were to: 

• archaeologically record (graphically and photographically) any 
archaeological featiires revealed by the ground works 
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recover any archaeological artefacts and environmental material 
exposed by the ground works 

4.0 METHODOLOGY 
4.1 Ground works excavations were carried out by the contractor using a wheeled 

mechanical excavator with a toothless bucket under direct archaeological 
supervision. The resulting spoil stockpile was monitored for artefacts. 

4.2 Drawings would have been produced of any significant archaeological features 
encountered. All features were recorded photographically at a digital 
resolution of 5m-pixel using Im and 2m bi-coloured poles as scales. For the 
detailed photography a 0.5m bi-coloured scale was used. As no significant 
archaeological features were encountered only a brief written record was made 
of the soils and sediments encountered (see Appendix I). 

5.0 RESULTS 

5.1 In the text the context numbers for each archaeological deposit or feature are 
given in [] brackets. 
The main features recorded were the partial remains of part of the walls and 
floor of a pair of 18* century cottages known to have stood on the site from at 
least the 18* century up until the 1950s when they were demolished (D 
Hopper pers comm) (Plate 1). The first remains to be encountered were the 
bottom of the party wall [2] between two of the cottages at the western end of 
the excavation (Plate 2). The base of the wall was composed of water worn 
cobbles set in a lime mortar built directly onto the reddy brown sand of the 
underlying drift geology [3]. The upper portion of the wall had been 
comprehensively removed and the resulting void left by the demolition had 
been backfilled with imported topsoil [1] which contained small amounts of 
late 19* early 20* century pottery. 

5.2 This layer of cobbles appears to represent the remains of the footings for the 
building as approximately level with the top of the lowermost row of stones 
there were the remains of a floor [4]. The floor appears to have originally been 
made from lime mortar (Plate 3) which had then undergone various repairs 
over the years, latterly with cement. A portion of the floor on the westem side 
had been laid with grey coloured sandstone/gritstone slabs [5]. This area 
appears from the photograph (Plate 1) to coincide with where the fireplace 
would have been (Plate 4). 

5.3 Immediately to the rear of the stone footings there was a small area (c.2x2m) 
of brick flooring [6], parts of which still retained various layers of lino (Plate 
5). The brick work was of a late 19*/early 20* century date and appeared to be 
a later addition to the earher cottage, presumably as some form of wash/store 
room. This floor had also been laid directly onto the underlying drift geology. 
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5.4 To the rear (south) of the remains of the cottage the underlying subsoil [7] 
along with the drift geology [3] were noted at a much shallower depth (c.0.5m 
as opposed to c.lm) due to the cottages having been cut into the slope of the 
land. The topsoil [1] was c.0.3-0.4m deep and contained a modest amount late 
19*/early 20* century pottery along with a handful of sherds of late 18* 
century coarse blackware, two sherds of early mid 18* century slipware and a 
single, small, abraded sherd of late medieval/early post-medieval pottery. 
Below the topsoil the subsoil graded over c. 0.75m into the underlying drift 
geology. 

5.5 At the southem end ofthe excavated area part of a small late 19*/ early 20* 
century mbbish dump [8] was encountered which contained the remains of a 
bicycle, iron bedstead, a flat iron, graphite batteries, bottle glass, ceramics etc. 

5.6 A single piece of well carved stone sculpture was recovered by Mr Hopper 
from the demolition of a garden wall prior to the ground works commencing 
(Plate 6). This appears to be part of the remains of a recumbent figure in chain 
mail armour, the rest of which is in the church nearby. The sculpture is the 
church had obviously been cut away from its backing stone and moved from 
its original position and in the process had lost its feet. This piece of stone 
appears to be part of the missing stonework. 

5.7 No other archaeological finds or features were encountered. 

6.0 DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION 

6.1 As a result of the excavation of the various surviving remains of the earlier 
cottages, it can be seen that they had been built by cutting into the slope of the 
land to form a level platform based on the underlying sandy drift geology. On 
top of this the cottages had been built using water worn cobbles using a lime 
mortar with, originally, a lime mortar floor. It appears that the area around the 
fireplace was stone flagged from the outset and that towards the end of the life 
of the cottages repairs to the floor were made with concrete. 

6.2 Based on the old photographs and the excavated remains, it appears that the 
cottages were formed from a single room approximately 4x3m with a hearth 
located on the party wall and at least the central cottage of the three had a 
small brick built room to the rear (south). 

6.3 The finds noted in the topsoil can all (with the exception of the medieval 
pottery) be seen to be contemporary with the occupation of the site from the 
18* century onwards. The material would end up in the topsoil as a resuh of 
having been disposed of as refuse onto a midden which, when suitably rotted, 
would have been spread over the soil to maintain fertility. 

6.4 The single abraded sherd of late medieval/early post medieval pottery would 
seem to be a result of similar manuring to that described above when the area 
was under ridge and furrow cultivation, elements of which survive in the field 
immediately to the south ofthe site. 
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6.5 Although only part of the area of the new building was excavated during this 
phase of the ground works, it would appear that there is a very low potential 
for archaeological remains to be encountered when the remainder of the 
footings come to be excavated in the future. This is because the row of 18* 
century cottages were cut into the slope of the land and would have removed 
any traces of earlier stractures along the road frontage and the area to the rear 
appears to only ever have been under cultivation. It is therefore suggested that 
it should be considered if a Watching Brief is still required on the remainder of 
the development, when it occurs. 
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APPENDIX I 

CONTEXT CATALOGUE 

01 Topsoil: this was a mid to dark brown soil with a moderate number of 
small stones. A small amount of late 19*/early 20* century pottery was 
observed within it generally and in patches there were numerous 
fragments of brick, pantile, ironwork etc. from the demolition of the 
cottages. A selection of this artifactual material was retained by Mr 
Hopper. 

02 Wall: this was the remains of the very bottom of a water wom cobble 
wall (material presumably collected from the beck running through the 
village) bonded with lime mortar and built directly onto the underlying 
drift geology. 

03 Drift Geology: the underlying natural geology was of very sandy, 
reddy brown sediment with occasional small stones. 

04 Lime Mortar Floor: this was a c.0.6m thick layer of lime mortar laid 
directiy onto the underlying geology. Some areas had undergone 
various repairs, the later one were with cement rather than lime mortar. 

05 Stone Flags: this was a small area within the floor [04] of gritty 
sandstone or gritstone flags which appeared to be around where the 
hearth would have been. 

til 

06 Brick Floor: this was an area of 19 century brick flooring to the rear 
(soutii) of the earher cottage with the remains of lino still present in 
places. 

07 Subsoil: this was a very sandy light brown/greyey subsoil with some 
inclusions of water rolled stones and pebbles. 

08 Rubbish Dump: this was a small dump of domestic rabbish which 
included pottery, bottle glass, iron work (flat iron, bicycle, bedstead, 
tin cans etc.), the material all appeared to be from the first half of the 
20* century. 
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(c)Cn)«nCapyTlBM. • 
Unauthorised reproduction Infringes Crown Copyriglit and 
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 1 

1:1 250 



Church Hill Cottage, Pickhill, North Yorkshire. Archaeological Watching Brief 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plate 1. Cottages prior to demolition. Looking south-west. Image Supplied by Client. 

Plate 2. Party wall footings [02] for cottages. Looking south-west. Scales l«fe2m. 
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Plate 3 Mortar floor [04] Looking south Scale 0 5m 

Plate 4. Remains of stone flag flooring [05] over mortar [04]. Looking south. Scale 
O.Sm, 
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Plate 5. Brick floor [06], south of cottage. Looking south-west. Scales 0.5 & Im. 

Plate 6. Fragment of stone sculpture. Left hand scales 0.2m, right hand scale 0.1m. 
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