
(1 ) H I S T O R I C A L S U M M A R Y 

( 1 : 1 ) The s i t e l i e s on the s o u t h e r n s i d e of a n e a s t - w e s t v a l l e y 

k n o w n i n the m i d d l e a g e s a s t he D u m p l e , m e a n i n g a h o l l o w w i t h a 

m a r s h y o r f l o w i n g s t r e a m i n t he b o t t o m ] T h e s t r e a m w a s k n o w n i n 

the s a m e p e r i o d a s t he D a m y e t a n d f l o w e d f r o m h i g h e r g r o u n d o n t h e 

wes t i n t o the s e a m e a r to t he p r e s e n t d a y West S a n f d g a t e . I t s c h a n 

n e l l e d c o u r s e i s s h o w n on a m a p of 1852 a s the D a m g e t h g u t t e r . ^ 

( 1 : 2 ) T h e D a m y e t w a s a n i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e of w a t e r to t h e m e d i e v a l 

town a n d it m a y h a v e a t t r a c t e d s e t t l e m e n t a t a n e a r l i e r p e r i o d . F a r m e r 

h a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t , C o o k s R o w , St M a r y s S t r e e t a n d 

West S a n d g a t e p r e s e r v e t he s t r e e t p a t t e r n of a n a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t l e m e n t 

p r e - d a t i n g the m e d i e v a l town a n d p o s s i b l y e a r l i e r t h a n t h e e s t a b l i s h 

ment of " S k a r t h i ' s B u r h " i n 966.^ He r e p o r t s d i s c o v e r i n g " e a r l y " t i m b e r 

I, 
b u i l d i n g s i n a n e x c a v a t i o n i n St M a r y s S t r e e t . 

( 1 : 3 ) T h e s i t e l i e s w i t h i n t h a t p a r t o f t he m e d i e v a l t o w n ' k n o w n 

a s the O l d B o r o u g h c o n t r a s t i n g w i t h the w e s t e r n e x t e n s i o n to t he town 

m a d e in the 13 th c e n t u r y c a l l e d t he New b o r o u g h . ^ T h e O l d B o r o u g h 

h a s i t s o r i g i n s i n t he 12th c e n t u r y a n d b y t he e n d of t h a t c e n t u r y w a s 

d e f e n d e d on t he wes t b y a w a l l a n d d i t c h w h i c h c u t a c r o s s t h e w e s t e r n 

e n d of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t i n i t s c o u r s e n o r t h w a r d s f r o m L e a d i n g P o s t 

S t r e e t to the A u b o r o u g h G a t e a s t r i d e the r o a d to t h e c a s t l e . ^ A l t h o u g h 

t h i s g a t e i s t he o n l y l a n d w a r d e n t r a n c e t n t o t he O l d B o r o u g h m e n t i o n e d 

in d o c u m e n t a r y s o u r c e s , i t i s v e r y i n c o n v e n i e n t f o r a c c e s s to t h e s o u t h e r n 

p a r t of t he t o w n . It i s no t u n r e a s o n a b l e to s u p p o s e t he e x i s t e n c e of 

a s e c o n d g a t e , p e r h a p s a t t h e wes t e n d of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t . 



The s t r e e t t a k e s i t s n a m e f r o m t h e c h u r c h of t he H o l y S e p u l c h r e 

w h i c h R u s h t o n s u g g e s t s c o u l d h a v e b e e n f o u n d e d i n t he 12th c e n t u r y . ' 

F a r m e r r e p o r t s o b s e r v i n g i n 1973 a c i r c u l a r b u i l d i n g b e n e a t h t he n a v e 

g 
of the c h u r c h c o n s e c r e a t e d i n 1306 . 

( 1 : 4 ) T h e r e a r e no d o c u m e n t a r y r e f e r e n c e s to p r o p e r t i e s i n St 

S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t u n t i l t he 14th c e n t u r y a n d n o n e c a n b e c o n f i d e n t l y 

i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e p r e s e n t s i t e . H o w e v e r t he g r a n t of l a n d n o r t h of 

St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t to t h e F r a n c i s c a n s i n 1267 i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h i s p a r t 

of the O l d B o r o u g h w a s b y t h e n d e n s e l y d e v e l o p e d , w i t h , p r o p e r t y h e l d 

b y some of t he w e a l t h i e s t f a m i l i e s i n t he t o w n , s u c h a s t h e U c t r e d s a n d 

Q 

R o s t o n s . 

To s p e c u l a t e , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t w a s o n e 

of t he most i m p o r t a n t t h o r o u g h f a r e s i n t h e 12 th a n d 13 th c e n t u r y t o w n , 

c o n n e c t i n g i n t h e e a s t w i t h t he h a r b o u r v i a Wes t S a n d g a t e a n d o n t h e 

west to a p o s s i b l e g a t e i n t he t o w n w a l l . 

( 1 : 5 ) A s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e , i n 1267 t h e a r e a to t he n o r t h of St 

S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t w a s g r a n t e d to t he F r a n c i s c a n s b y R e g i n a l d M o l i n d a r i u s , 

the d o c u m e n t m e n t i o n i n g l a n d n o r t h a n d s o u t h of t h e D a m y e t a n d wes t 

of t he H o l y S e p u l c h r e c e m e t e r y . F u r t h e r g r a n t s d u r i n g t h e 13 th a n d 
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14th c e n t u r i e s e x p a n d e d t h e a r e a of t he F r i a r y , w h i c h i n 1298 w a s a t 

l e a s t i n p a r t s u r r o u n d e d b y a n e a r t h e r n w a l f ! ^ T h e m e d i e v a l d o c u m e n t s 

a r e not s u f f i c i e n t l y d e t a i l e d f o r t he c o u r s e of t h i s b o u n d a r y to b e 
1 '2 

a c c u r a t e l y l o c a t e d , t h o u g h a t t he d i s s o l u t i o n t h e f r i a r y c o v e r e d 3 * a c r e s 
w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d s i n s i z e to t he o p e n a r e a of g r o u n d n o r t h of St 
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S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t l a b e l l e d a s " F r y e r e d g e " o n t he 1725 town p l a n . I n t e r 

p r e t i n g f r o m t h i s m a p , t he f r i a r y ' s s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r y m u s t h a v e r u n 

s o m e w h e r e c l o s e to t h e p r e s e n t n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of p r o p e r t i e s o n t he 



n o r t h of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t , i n c l u d i n g the s i t e a t p r e s e n t u n d e r 

d i s c u s s i o n . F u r t h e r , some of t h e s e p r o p e r t i e s m a y h a v e b e l o n g e d to 

the f r i a r y as it owned 5 houses outs ide its southern b o u n d a r y at the 

. u 
d i s s o l u t i o n . 

( 1 : 6 ) In 1322 t he F r a n c i s c a n s s u c c e e d e d i n o b t a i n i n g r o y a l p e r m i s s i o n 

to i n c l o s e t he l a n e k n o w n a s t h e d u m p l e " f o r t he e n l a r g e m e n t of t h e i r 

d w e l l i n g p l a c e " u n d e r t a k i n g to r e p l a c e it b y a l a n e o n t h e i r o w n s o i l . ^ ^ 

One p o s s i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h i s e v e n t i s t h a t t he p r e s e n t d a y G l o b e 

S t r e e t , k n o w n i n t h e 14th c e n t u r y a s F l e s h e r g a t e , o n c e c o n t i n u e d 

n o r t h w a r d s a s t h e D u m p l e a c r o s s St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t to L o n g w e s t g a t e , 

i n c i d e n t a l l y c r o s s i n g t h e s i t e a t p r e s e n t u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . S u c h a 

l a n e w o u l d h a v e b i s e c t e d t he a r e a s h o w n a s F r y e r e d g e on t he 1725 

p l a n so i t s i n c l o s u r e w o u l d h a v e u n i t e d t he F r a n c i s c a n p r o p e r t y , t h e 

f r i a r s m o v i n g t he r o a d a n d i t s n a m e some 50 m e t r e s to t h e w e s t e r n 

l i m i t of t h e i r l a n d w h e r e a s t r e e t c a l l e d D u m p l e , now F r i a r g a t e , i s 

s h o w n on t he s a m e 1725 p l a n . 

(1:7) An ent rance into the f r i a r y is recorded on the north near the 

R e d e C r o s s ^ b u t f r o m t h e 14th c e n t u r y t he F r a n c i s c a n s s h a r e d w i t h t he 
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b u r g e s s e s a c c e s s to t he t o w n ' s p i p e d w a t e r s u p p l y , t he n e a r e s t c o n d u i t 

b e i n g a t t he wes t e n d of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t . It i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r e 

w a s a n o t h e r e n t r a n c e to t he f r i a r y on t he s o u t h n e a r to t h i s c o n d u i t , 

a n d t he 1852 O . S . p l a n s h o w s s e v e r a l n a r r o w a l l e y w a y s l e a d i n g f r o m 

St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t n o r t h w a r d s i n t o t he a r e a o n c e o c c u p i e d b y t h e 

f r i a r y . Two of t h e s e i n 1852 f o r m e d the e a s t e r n a n d w e s t e r n b o u n d a r i e s 

of t he s i t e a t p r e s e n t d i s c u s s i o n a n d e i t h e r c o u l d w e l l h a v e o r i g i n a t e d 

a s a n e n t r a n c e i n t o t he f r i a r y . 



( 1 : 8 ) T h e r e i s l i t t l e e v i d e n c e to a s s e s s t he e f f e c t t he e x p a n s i o n of 

the f r i a r y h a d on the p r o s p e r i t y of t h e St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a r e a . One 

m i g h t i m a g i n e t h a t the l a r g e a r e a t a k e n b y t h e f r i a r s t o g e t h e r w i t h 

the a l t e r a t i o n of t h e s t r e e t p a t t e r n w o u l d h a v e h a d a d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t 

on t he p r o s p e r i t y o f t h i s a r e a c o m p a r e d to t h e r e s t o f t he t o w n . H o w 

e v e r a r e n t of 2 s h i l l i n g s f o r a p r o p e r t y 41 f t x 20f t a t t h e e a s t e n d 
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of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t i n 1342 c o m p a r e s m o r e c l o s e l y w i t h t h e r e n t s 

o b t a i n e d f r o m l a n d i n t h e w e a l t h y h a r b o u r a r e a t h a n p o o r e r p a r t s of 

the town s u c h a s t h e New B o r o u g h . T h i s c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t he h a r b o u r 

m a y p o i n t to the c o n t i n u i n g i m p o r t a n c e of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a s t he 

m a i n r o u t e i n t o t h e t own f r o m the q u a y s i d e v i a West S a n d g a t e . 

, ^ 19 
( 1 : 9 ) By t he 15th c e n t u r y t he t own w a s i n d e c l i n e a n d i t w a s not 

u n t i l t he g r o w t h of S c a r b o r o u g h a s a s p a r e s o r t i n the 18th c e n t u r y 
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t h a t a d e g r e e of p r o s p e r i t y r e t u r n e d . H o w e v e r , a s c o n t e m p o r a r y g u i d e 

b o o k s o b s e r v e d , b y the e n d of t he c e n t u r y t he New B o r o u g h h a d 

b e c o m e the most f a s h i o n a b l e a n d p r o s p e r o u s p a r t of t he town a n d 

c o n s e q u e n t l y e x p e r i e n c e d t he most r e d e v e l o p m e n t . ^ ' In c o n t r a s t , a s l a t e 

a s t he 1852 m a p t h e f o r m e r s i t e of t he F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r y i s s h o w n a s 

l a r g e l y o p e n g r o u n d , a n d d u r i n g t he 19 th t h e c h i e f d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 

St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a p p e a r to h a v e b e e n t he c o n s t r u c t i o n of s e v e r a l 

r e l i g i o u s e s t a b l i s h m e n t s a n d t he r e b u i l d i n g of T r i n i t y H o u s e H o s p i t a l 

i n 1832 . T h e c h a r a c t e r of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a s a r e s i d e n t i a l 

" b a c k w a t e r " p e r s i s t s u p to t h e p r e s e n t d a y r e m o v e d a s i t i s f r o m the 

h o l i d a y i n d u s t r y on the f o r s h o r e a n d the c o m m e r c i a l l i f e of N e w b o r o u g h 

a n d W e s t b o r o u g h . 



(2) T O P O G R A P H I C A L O B S E R V A T I O N S 

( 2 : 1 ) S t o n e w o r k i s v i s i b l e i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t of the b o u n d a r y t h a t 

F r i a r a g e s c h o o l m a k e s w i t h p r o p e r t i e s on t h e n o r t h of St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t , 

a n d i n a w a l l o n t h e e a s t o f S p r i n g f i e l d . A l t h o u g h not n e c e s s a r i l y 

d a t i n g f r o m the m e d i e v a I p e r i o d t he b o u n d a r i e s a r e not r e c e n t e i t h e r , 

a p p e a r i n g o n t he 1852 O . S . m a p . T h e f o r m e r w a l l m a y p e r p e t u a t e t h e 

s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r y of t he F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r y a n d t he l a t e r t he e a s t e r n 

b o u n d a r y of t h e f r i a r y w i t h the c h u r c h y a r d of t h e H o l y S e p u l c h r e . 

( 2 : 2 ) T h e p a t t e r n of p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r i e s i n p l a c e s a l o n g St S e p u l c h r e 

S t r e e t a r e r e m i n i s c e n t of m e d i e v a l b u r g a g e p l o t s w i t h a n a r r o w s t r e e t 

f r o n t a g e a n d l o n g r e a r y a r d . In p a r t i c u l a r t h e roo f l i n e s a t t h e r e a r 

of 18 a n d 20 St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a r e a t r i g h t a n g l e s to t h e r o a d w h i c h 

c o u l d p o s s i b l y i n d i c a t e t h e s u r v i v a l of m e d i e v a l g a b l e e n d e d s t r u c t u r e s 

w i t h i n a n d to t h e r e a r of t he p r e s e n t l a t e 18th c e n t u r y h o u s e s f r o n t i n g 

on to t he s t r e e t . 



(3) A R C H A E O L O G I C A L O B S E R V A T I O N S 

( 3 : 1 ) T h e f i r s t r e c o r d e d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n i n t he a r e a w a s 

of f o u n d a t i o n s p r o b a b l y b e l o n g i n g to t he H o l y S e p u l c h r e c h u r c h w h e n 

t he F r i e n d s M e e t i n g H o u s e w a s b u i l t i n 1801.^^ ( F i g 1 S i t e A ) 

( 3 : 2 ) In 1847 a s e c t i o n a c r o s s t he town d i t c h w a s o b s e r v e d a t t h e 

w e s t e r n e n d of s t S e p u l c h r e s t r e e t , t h o u g h t h e p r e c i s e d l o c a t 

known.^ '^ ( F i g 1 S i t e B ) 

i o n IS no t 

( 3 : 3 ) In 1968 F a r m e r e x c a v a t e d a t 46 St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t d i s c o v e r t n g 

the D a m y e t g u t t e r a n d f r a g m e n t a r y b u r i a l s b e l o n g i n g to t he H o l y 

S e p u l c h r e C h u r c h . ^ ( F i g 1 S i t e C ) 

( 3 : 4 ) D u r i n g b u i l d i n g w o r k in 1973 i n St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t F a r m e r 

O b s e r v e d the n a v e of t h e H o l y S e p u l c h r e c h u r c h . T h e p r e c i s e , l o c a t i o n 

i s not r e c o r d e d . ^ ^ ( F i g 1 S i t e D) 

( 3 : 5 ) F a r m e r h a s o b s e r v e d t he t o w n d e f e n c e s a t t h e w e s t e r n e n d of 

St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t a n d a t t h e r e a r of L e a d i n g P o s t S t r e e t . ^ ' ( F i g 1 S i t e E ) 



(4) C O N C L U S I O N 

T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i m p o r t a n c e of t h e s i t e c a n b e s u m m a r i s e d a s 

p o s s i b l e e x i s t e n c e of p r e - 1 2 t h c e n t u r y s e t t l e m e n t 

t he s i t e p o t e n t i a l l y c o v e r s 3 e n t i r e b u r g a g e p l o t s a n d t he r e a r o f a 

f o u r t h f a c i n g w h a t a p p e a r s to b e o n e of t h e m e d i e v a l t o w n ' s most 

i m p o r t a n t t h o r o u g h f a r e s . 

C r o s s i n g t h e s i t e m a y b e t h e p r e - 1 3 2 2 a l i g n m e n t of t h e D u m p l e , a n 

e n t r a n c e i n t o t he F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r y a n d e v i d e n c e f o r the s o u t h e r n 

w a l l of t he f r i a r y p r e c i n c t . 

P o s s i b i l i t y of m e d i e v a l f a b r i c s u r v i v i n g w i t h i n N o s . 18 a n d 20 

St S e p u l c h r e S t r e e t . 

A t h o u r o u g h e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e e x i s t i n g h o u s e s b e f o r e d e m o l i t i o n 

i s c l e a r l y a p r i o r i t y b u t t he s u b s e q u e n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s p o n s e i s 

h a r d e r to a s s e s s . It w o u l d a d d i m m e n s e l y to o u r k n o w l e d g e of t he 

m e d i e v a l town to b e a b l e to i n v e s t i g a t e '.he d e v e l o p m e n t of s e v e r a l 

a d j o i n i n g p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g o n e o f i t s most i m p o r t a n t s t r e e t s . S u c h 

a p r o j e c t h a s h i t h e r t o no t b e e n a t t e m p t e d i n S c a r b o r o u g h b u t i t i s 

p r o b a b l y b e y o n d t h e r e s o u r c e s of t he l o c a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y 

a l o n e to c o m p l e t e i t a d e q u a t e l y . 

T h e a l t e r n a t i v e c o u l d be to s e e k t h e d e v e l o p e r ' s c o - o p e r a t i o n 

i n m i n i m i s i n g d a m a g e to t he t h e s t r a t i g r a p h y l i m i t i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n to t h e r e m o v a l o f l a t e d i s t u r b a n c e s a n d r e c o r d i n g t h e 

e a r l i e r s t r a t i g r a p h y s u b s e q u e n t l y e x p o s e d . S p e c i f i c p r o b l e m s , s u c h 

a s the p r e s e n c e of p r e - 1 2 t h c e n t u r y o c c u p a t i o n a n d a p r e - 1 4 t h c e n t u r y 

s t r e e t a l i g n m e n t c o u l d w e l l b e a n s w e r e d b y t h i s a p p r o a c h . A s m a l l 

s c a l e e x c a v a t i o n b e f o r e d e m o l i t i o n to e x a m i n e t he d e p t h of s t r a t i g r a p h y 

m i g h t be u s e f u l i n f o r m u l a t i n g p l a n s to p r e s e r v e t h e r e m a i n d e r of the 

s i t e . 
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