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SUMMARY 

Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU) undertook an intermittent 
watching brief at The Black Horse Public House, Skipton. North Yorkshire 
(NGR SD 990518), on behalf of McGoff and Byrne Builders and Contractors 
between May and July 1998 

The aim of the watching brief was to record any significant archaeological 
deposits uncovered during the excavation of a series of foundation trenches 
associated with refurbishment works in the rear part ofthe building 

No significant archaeological features were recorded during the watching 
brief, which demonstrated that the area to the rear of the building had been 
levelled up and backfilled during construction ofthe Leeds to Liverpool canal 
which runs to the rear ofthe building. 

• Ihe u.se of McGoff and Byrne Builders and Conlraclors Ltd 'Q LUAU August 1998 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 CONTRACT BACKGROUND 

111 A watching brief was undertaken by Lancaster University Archaeological Unit 
(LUAU) at Hie Black Horse Public House, Skipton, North Yorkshire NGR 
SD990518 (Figure 1) on behalf of McGoff and Byrne Ltd during May .lune, 
and .July 1998 The work was commissioned as a condition of listed building 
planning consent as imposed by North Yorkshire County Council 
Environmental Services Department, (NYCC) 

112 A project design was compiled by LUAU (Appendix 2) to comply with the 
archaeological brief issued by NYCC (Appendix 1) 

1.1 3 The archaeological programme of works involved the monitoring of the 
manual and mechanical excavation of a series of foundation trenches during 
redevelopment and refurbishment works to the rear of the frontage of the 
existing building. The purpose of the watching brief was to record accurately 
any surviving archaeological features, and or deposits disturbed or destroyed 
by the construction work, to record the presence of buried features by 
appropriate recovery techniques, and to generate a large scale plan showing 
the extent of the ground disturbance 

For the use of McGoff and Byrne Builders and Coiilraclors Lid O I^UAU August 1998 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN 

2 11 A project design (appendix 2) was prepared by LUAU in response to a brief 
for an archaeological watching brief issued by NYCC (appendix 1) The 
archaeological programme set out in the project design comprised a permanent 
presence watching brief ofthe on-site works, and the accurate recording of any 
archaeological features observed 

2.2 WATCHING BRIEF 

2 2 1 A programme of observation was undertaken to accurately record the location, 
extent, and character of any surviving archaeological features within the 
excavations in the course of the development 

2 2 2 The watching brief comprised observation during the excavation for these 
works, the systematic examination of any subsoil horizons exposed during the 
course of the service works, and the accurate recording of all archaeological 
features and horizons, and any artefacts, identified during observation 

2 2 3 Recording comprised a full description and preliminary classification of 
features or materials revealed utilising the relevent LUAU pro formae, and 
their accurate location on plan 

2.3 ARCHIVE 

2 3 1 The results of the watching brief form the basis for a full archive to 
professional standards in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines 
{The managerneni of Archaeological Pro/eels, 2nd edition, 1991 ) 

Lor the ii.se of McGoff and Byrne Builders and Contractors Lid © LUAU August 1998 
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3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1 TOWN HISTORY 

3 1 1 Skipton IS mentioned in the Domesday book as Sciptone, and in early charters 
as Sceplone. in the pre-conquest period the town was owned by the Saxon Earl 
Edwin. After the conquest the lands were appropriated and given to Robert de 
Romili, it IS documented that Robert built a small fortress (probably a motte 
and bailey castle) close to the site of the present castle. This fortress was 
destroyed by the scots in 1152 (FTatfield 1983) 

3 1 2 The heirs of Robert de Romili married into the Albermarle family, and Skipton 
was held by six successive earls of Albermaiie, the last being William de 
Fortibus, who rebelled agamst Henry III, Henry's forces subsequently besieged 
the castle in 1221 (Hatfield 1983). 

3 1 3 William's daughter Aveline married Edmund Plantagenet Earl of Lancashire, 
and second son of Henry III Aveline and Edmund had no heirs and their 
estates were passed to the crown, from whence Edward I gave the estates to his 
widowed mother Eleanor of Provence. Edward stayed at the castle in 1292 on 
his way to Scotland (Hatfield 1983) 

3 1 4 After his accession in 1307 Edward II gave the lands to Piers Gaveston, who 
subsequently exchanged them for the Earldom of Cornwall The manor and 
lands of Skipton were subsequently bestowed upon Robert de Clifford, the 
eighth Baron Clifford, and in 1643 became the property of Lady Anne 
Clifford, who repaired the castle after slighting by Commonwealth forces in 
the Civil War (Clifford 1990) 

3 1 5 Excavations in Canal Yard demonstrated that the earliest settlement was 
aligned along Ellerbeck, not on the line of the present High St The housing 
plots were typically 60' wide with a house at the front, with cesspits, wells, 
rubbish pits and ancillary buildings to the rear Between c 1660 and 1700 the 
timber built inns and shops on High Street were demolished, and rebuilt in 
stone, and the town remained relatively small with its nucleus around High 
Street. Mill Bridge and Swaltbrd St (Hatfield 1983). 

3 1.6 The first stage ofthe Leeds to Liverpool canal between Bagley and Skipton 
was completed in 1773, and the first large mill opened in 1785, with gradual 
construction of more mills and houses following into the nineteenth century 
(Hatfield 1983) 

3 1 7 The town was an important market centre for the local area, with stalls for the 
livestock market being set up on the stone setts to either side of High Street 
The location of the market is probably the reason for there being a 
concentration of pubs, and hotels in this area 

For the use of McGoff and Byrne Builders and Contractors Lid © LUAU August 1998 
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3.2 THE SITE 

3.2 1 The site of the Black Florse is located on the north-western corner of the 
historic market place of Skipton, close to the entrance to the castle. 
Traditionally this was the site of the royal mews of Richard III when he was 
lord ofthe castle of Skipton from 1483-5 (N Yorks SMR 5336) 

3.2 2 The existing frontage has two canted bay windows at ground floor level to 
either side of a central doorway There are two further floors above, both lit 
with three sash windows, the whole facade is of stone covered by a layer of 
stucco There is a re-used datestone of 1676 on the facade between the 
southern and central first floor windows 

3 2 3 To the side of the facade is a segmental arch, leading to a yard, with an older 
arch and stone mounting block beside it 'fo the rear of the arch are two 
chamfered muUion windows of two and three lights. 

3 2 4 There is a yard/storage area to the rear of the street frontage, and the rear 
rooms ofthe first floor are supported on cast iron stanchions and girders made 
by Dorman Long and Co of Middlesborough 

3 2 5 A photograph, probably dating from the late nineteenth century, (Fig 3) shows 
the Hotel facade rendered with cement, with incised lines to give the effect of 
ashlar masonry There is a small advertising sign above the entrance to the 
gimiel, and the voussoirs of the arch also appear to be incised with a trade 
name (possibly Bill Bros) There is a diamond shaped plaque adjacent to the 
advertising board which is probably a fire insurance plate, interestingly the re
used datestone is not present in its current location and does not appear 
anywhere else in the photograph There is a large wooden signboard between 
the northern and central windows ofthe upper floors titled Black Horse Hotel 

3 2 6 Unfortunately the ground floor facade is obscured by a horse drawn steam fire 
engine, which is the main subject of the photograph The arrangement of the 
first and second floor windows remains the same with two tiers of 
superimposed sash windows in plain stone surrounds to each floor 

3 2.7 To the rear of the property is a c'8m high retaining wall with a branch off the 
Leeds to Liverpool canal at its base. This branch gave access to a series of 
limestone quarries, the stone being brought down by barge and burnt in kilns 
along the canal banks, from where it was shipped out to be used in the 
building industry (Hatfield 1983) 

For Ihe use of McGoff and Byrne Builders ami Contractors Ltd © !.,U.AU August 1998 
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4. SURVEY RESULTS 

4.1 THE TRENCHES 

4 1 1 Introduction: trenches 1-4 (figure 3) were excavated to serve as the 
foundations for brick piers intended to add support to the outshot rear section 
of the Public House The remainder of the trenches were excavated for wall 
foundations and installation of services Where appropriate context numbers 
relating to specific features or depositsare given in parentheses [] 

4 1 2 Trench 1: the first trench wasexcavated through the concrete floored storage 
area to the rear of the building (figure 2), it measured 1 5x1 5m, and was 
excavated to a maximum depth of 0 56m The first deposit encountered below 
the concrete floor [1] was a 0.5i-n deep compacted layer of very dark brown in 
colour, containing charcoal flecks, cinders, broken brick, and sub-rounded and 
angular stones [2] This overlay a deposit of reddish brown sandy loam [3] 

4 1 3 In the southern section (Fig 4) of the trench a wall [4] was exposed to the 
height of three courses. This was constructed from medium sized, angular 
sandstone, bonded with a reddish brown sandy clay containing charcoal flecks 
The wall appeared to have been truncated to accommodate the installation of a 
narrow gauge, lead water pipe 

4 1 4 Trench 2: this trench was located 0.96ni to the west of trench 1 (figure 2) and 
measured 1.5 x 1 5m, to a maximum depth of 0 54m. The exposed section was 
similar in make-up to that of Trench 1 containing a layer of compacted cinder, 
stone and brick to a depth of 0.46m lying above a reddish sandy loam The 
wall observed in Trench 1 was not present here. 

4 1 5 Trench 3: excavation of trench 3 took place to the west of trench 2 (figure 2). 
Measuring 1 5 x 1 5m, it was excavated to a maximum depth of 0 54m The 
exposed section comprised a compacted layer of stone, brick, and cinders in a 
matrix of very dark brown sandy loam to a depth of 0 47m, overlying a 
reddish sandy loam containing occasional small sub-rounded pebbles 

4 1 6 Trench 4: the dimensions of trench 4 were 1.5 x 1.5 x 0 55m in depth. An 
angled cut recorded at the southern end contained a ceramic drain The drain 
cut was backfilled with a very dark grey silty clay which contained charcoal 
flecks and occasional fragments of brick and slate. The rest of the section 
comprised compacted brick and stone fragments in a matrix of dark brown 
sandy loam, above a reddish brown sandy loam 

4 1 7 Trench 5: this trench (figure 2) was excavated against the north wall at the 
rear ofthe building, through the concrete floor. Excavated to a depth of 0 36m 
the trench measured 10 7n-i x 1.35m (maximum) The south facing section 
showed a continuation ofthe northwall below the base ofthe trench The north 
facing section revealed 0 12m of concrete set on a layer of broken brick and 
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sandstone 0 21m in depth, above a layer of coarse, cindery material which 
covered the base of the trench 

4 1 8 Trench 6: excavated to the south of (figure 2) and aligned parallel to trench 5, 
trench 6 measured 10 8m long 0 66ni wide and was excavated to a maximum 
depth of 0.38m Both sections were identical with 0.12m of concrete set on a 
0 24m deep foundation of broken brick sandstone and cobble, above a layer of 
cindery material which covered the base ofthe trench 

4 1 9 Trench 7- excavated within the concrete floor area to the west of trench 3, 
trench 7 measured 1.8m long and 0.9m wide and was excavated to a depth of 
0 39m (figure 2) Both sections showed a similar stratigraphy with 0 12m of 
concrete above broken brick, cobble and sandstone hard-core lying 0 23m 
thick over a layer of loose, cindery, coke material which covered the base of 
the trench 

4 110 Trench 8: trench 8 (figure 2) was cut between the position of trench 2 cind 
trench 3 Excavated to 0.36m in depth it measured 2 45n-i in length, 0 9m in 
width The sections revealed 0 11m of concrete, over a 0 09m deep tarmac 
surface, which in turn overlay a 0 16m deep deposit of brick cobble and 
cinder 

4 111 Trench 9 this trench (figure 2) was cut between the positions of trenches 1 
and 2 It measured 0 96m in length, 0.9m width, and 0 43m in depth Revealed 
in the section a 0 12m layer of concrete sealed a 0 26m deep layer of broken 
tarmac, sandstone, and cinders overlying a 0 05m thick deposit of mixed 
cinder ash and yellowish brown sandy loam The north-western corner ofthe 
trench was truncated by a floor level ceramic dram 

4 112 Trench 10 located to the east of trench 1 this extended to the south eastern 
corner at the rear ofthe existing building (figure 2). The trench measurements 
were approximately 2 65m in length, 0.9in in width and 0 34m in depth, with a 
0 76m deep sondage excavated at its western end The sections showed 0.12m 
of concrete above a layer of broken brick, and sandstone in a cindery matrix, 
overlying a layer of fine cinder and ash Below the ash layer the sondage 
showed a 0 42m deep deposit of mixed yellow/brown earth with pieces of 
fractured sandstone No artefacts were recovered from this layer 

4 113 Trench 11: excavation of trench 11 took place along the southern boundary 
wall at the rear ofthe site (figure 2). The dimensions ofthe trench were 11 3m 
length, and 0 68m in width, being excavated to a maximum depth of 0.28m 
The north facing section exposed a continuation of the boundary wall below 
the base of the trench, the south facing section showed 0 14m of concrete 
above a 0.14m deep layer of broken brick and sandstone hard-core. 

4 1 14 Trench 12: connected to the western end of trench 11, trench 12 was aligned 
north south (figure 2) The trench measured 13.2min length, 0 9m in width and 
0 48m in depth. The east facing section comprised a 0 16m thick concrete 
surface bedded on a single course of horizontally laid bricks (0 09m), which in 
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turn was bedded on thin (0 03m) sandstone flags Below the flags was a 0.2m 
deep layer of mixed mid-brown sandy loam 

4 115 The west facing section showed 0 02m of concrete above a 0 09m thick tarmac 
surface, which was laid above a O.I3m thick layer of broken brick and 
sandstone fragments. This in turn overlay a sandy loam layer. 

4 116 Trench 13: this trench was L shaped with a north south aligned section 4 7i-n 
long, 1 Im deep and 0 9m wide, and an east west aligned part 3 15m long, 
0.7n-i deep and 0 9m wide. The east west aligned section showed 0.14m of 
concrete over a 0 09m course of flat laid brick, above thin sandstone flags 
(0 06i-n) Below the flags was a 0 41ni deep layer of mixed dark earth, stone, 
brick and cinders 

4 117 The west facing section ofthe north south aligned part ofthe trench showed a 
reinforced concrete floor 0 Im thick sitting on a layer of crushed sandstone 
and bnck hard-core Beneath this a 0 16m deep layer of earthy, cindery 
material overlay a roughly built stone wall bonded with a whitish/cream lime 
mortar which continued beyond the base ofthe trench. 

4 1.18 Trench 14: aligned east west trench 14 was cut from an existing mai-il-iole 
close to the former barrel drop. The trench measured 0 68m wide, 0 37m deep, 
and 4m long The section comprised a 0 16m thick layer of concrete, over 
0 12m of crushed brick and stone hard-core, which overlay a mid brown loamy 
soil containing broken sandstone fragments 

4 119 Trench 15: an irregular shape, trench 15 was cut within the ginnel to the side 
of the public house It comprised three narrow trenches for drains connecting 
to a single trench excavated to expose the existing water main. The trench 
sections showed a 0.28m thick concrete yard surface bedded on a 0 06m deep 
layer of ash a mixed re deposited loamy soil containing ceramic and clay pipe 
fragments, and charcoal flecks A reddish brown natural silty clay was 
exposed at the base ofthe main trench 

4 119 Trench 16: trench 16 (Fig 2) was excavated to allow for the insertion of a new 
barrel drop to the cellar The trench was excavated against the south wall of 
the building within the confines of the ginnel The trench was 2m long 2 2m 
wide, and a maximum of 1 38m deep Most ofthe trench was excavated into 
di.sturbed/redeposited material associated with a series of intersecting .service 
trenches In the south-western corner of the trench, a deposit of yellow ochre 
coloured sandy loam was exposed, overlying a deposit of reddish brown silty 
clay No artefacts were recovered from either layer. 

4 119 Trench 17: (Fig 2) this was aligned east/west, starting in the centre of the 
arched gateway to the ginnel, and extending to the south-western corner of 
Trench 16 The trench was an average of 0 42m wide, and 0 38n-i deep. The 
section comprised a single layer of mixed cinder and ash for the full length of 
the trench 
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5. DISCUSSION 

5.1 STRATIGRAPHY 

5 1 1 The area to the rear of the site appears to consist entirely of backfilled 
material, presumably dating from the construction of the stone retaining wall 
above the bank of the canal This material would have been used to level up 
the ground to the rear of the building, where there is evidence for a sequence 
of several different concrete and tarmac floor surf̂ ices (all probably of 
twentieth century date), and a demolished wall, probably dating from the 
nineteeenth century. All these features were cut into the backfill material 

5 12 In the trenches further towards the street frontage of the Public House, the 
upper extent of a mid-brown loam deposit was exposed This was relatively 
free of inclusions with only a small amount of broken stone fragments evident. 
Evidence from Trench 15 demonstrated that the loam overlies a natural silty 
clay red/brown in colour 

5 1 3 Generally the depth ofthe trial trenches resulted in limited disturbance of the 
loam layer Throughout the extend of the trenches no cut features were 
recorded in the loam, and no finds recovered from it Evidence for a buried 
ground surface suggested that all topsoil deposits had been removed in 
advance of construction of both the building, later concrete yard, and internal 
floor surfaces 

5 1 4 Unsurprisingly, the alleyway to the south ofthe building had been used as the 
location for service trenches over a long period resulting in most of the 
trenches in this area being excavated through previously disturbed material 

5 1 5 The wall seen in the east facing section of Trench 13 may relate to a building 
that was demolished as part of the construction sequence for the 
garage/storage area and the placement of the concrete yard surface 

5.2 FINDS 

5 2 1 No finds of medieval date, or earlier were recovered during the watching brief, 
the only artefacts present being clay pipe stems, clay bowl fragments, and 
ceramic and glass vessel sherds, dating from the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries 

5.3 CONCLUSIONS 

5 3 1 None of the features recorded during the watching brief are believed to date 
from the medieval period were recorded It is likely that the shallow nature of 
the tnal trenches was insufficient to disturb features ofthis date Many ofthe 
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trenches were cut into entirely redeposited material, and represent only a small 
percentage ofthe total ground surface exposed during the works The series of 
floor surfaces within the backfill material appear to be of twentieth century 
date, and are likely to represent several phases of alterations earned out to the 
rear of the main buildmg during this period, 'fhe exposed wall possibly dates 
from the nineteenth century, and may subsequently have undergone 
demolition during the twentieth century alterations 

5 3 2 The earliest recorded development of Skipton was aligned with Ellerbeck 
(section 2 1 5) situated to the west of the current line of High Street. The 
timber buildings in this area were demolished in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, and subsequently replaced with stone built structures 
(Hatfield 1983) it is likely therefore that the rebuild would have removed any 
evidence of earlier timber structures thus, explaining the lack of medieval 
remains withm the study area. The date stone located on the facade of the 
Public House would attribute at least some of this building to the late 
seventeenth century 

5 3 3 The backfill material to the rear ofthe Black Horse post- dates the constuction 
ofthe canal (1773), and represents make up used to fill the void between the 
stone retaining wall above the canal, and the existing ground to the east 
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