
PLATE 1 

Area 1. The 19th Century threshold situated between 
the tvrtn tur re ts of the East Gate. 

PLATE 2 

Area 1. The late medieval threshold situated between 
the twin tur rets of the East Gate. 

30 



I 
Planform: linear 
Profile: 
Aligned: north 
Length: 300 cm 
Width: 34 
Depth: 
Fig Nos: 4, 6 
Plate No: 2 
Film/Frame No: 1/4-8, 14 2/8-10 
Comments: 
a linear arrangement of dressed magnesian limestone blocks situated and 
running between the two turrets of the eastem gateway. The individual stones 
were of differing size and of a varied planform, however each had a vertical 
east facing elevation by which this assemblage of stone had been arranged. 
The upper surface of this stmcture was level and each element had been 
subjected to an equal 3nd high level of abrasion and natural weathering. The 
individual stones were bedded in and separated by a deposit of orange brown 
coloured sandy clay from which a sherd of post medieval pottery and a fragment 
of clay tobacco pipe stem, was recovered . It was noted that the northem 
most fragment of masomry within this stmcture had been removed the resulting 
aperture had not been blocked or levelled, this may indicate that this damage 
had been inflicted some time after the stmcture had fallen into disuse. It 
is possible that this stone fragment was removed and relocated in the later 
19th century threshold. This later stmcture was constmcted to the immediate 
west and partially over it's predecessor. During the i n i t i a l excavations of 
14 03 95 the structure was not fully revealed as there was some uncertainty 
over the required depth of dig, as i t transpired i t became necessary to remove 
the 19th century threshold and to reduce the 19th century mbble subbase and 
in so doing the f u l l extent of the earlier structure was exposed. The 
threshold was cleaned, recorded and left in situ. 
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FEATURE C 
Type: c i v i l stmcture 
Class: wall: underpinning 
Context No: 3006 
Material: magnesian limestone 
NGR: 
Area: 
Planform: 
Profile: 
Aligned: 
Length: 
Width: 
Depth: 
Fig Nos: 
Plate No: 

SE 34862 56909 
3 
subcircular 
north west 

170 cm 
40 cm 
21 cm 

5 
3 

Film/Frame No: 
Comments: 

1/16-18, 22-25 2/0-2 

a sub circular shaped plinth constmcted out of roughly dressed fragments of 
magnesian limestone. The stmcture had been constmcted immediately adjacent 
to the north east facing elevation of the isolated section of curtain wall, 
i t would appear that the stmcture was a single course of masonry deep and 
wide, each stone of which was bedded within a yellow white coloured lime based 
mortar. The upper surface of this plinth was relatively level and almost 
flush with the former tarmac footway and the remains of a 19th century 
miniature garden wall. On it's northem aspect the base of this stmcture was 
butted by the remains of a 19th century footway. 
It would appear that this magnesian limestone plinth had been constmcted 
during the 19th century so as to underpin and support the coring of the this 
surviving section of curtain wall. 
Although the upper surface of this structure conflicted with the required 
depth of dig, negotiations between Harrogate Borough Council's Engineer and 
the Archaeologist lead to this structure being left in situ, as it's removal 
may have undermined the extant walling. 

FEATURE D 
Type: c i v i l stmcture 
Class wall: garden: miniature 
Context No: 3007 
Material: magnesian limestone 
NGR: 
Area: 

SE 34862 56909 
3 

Planform: linear 
Profile: 
Aligned:west north west 
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PLATE 3 

Area 3. A 19th Century magnesian limestone structure 
underpinning a sectton of curtain wall together 
with the remains of a contemporary footway. 

PLATE 4 

Area 3. A post medieval layer of sandy clay deposited 
at the base of the curtain wall. 
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Length: 70 cm 
Width: 40 cm 
Depth: 21 cm 
Fig Nos: 5 
Plate No: 3 
Film/Frame No: 1/16-18, 22-25 2/0-2 
Comments: 
a single surviving fragment of a magnesian limestone wall, i t would appear to 
have formed part of the 19th century garden lay out around the Castle Grounds. 
The single stone measured 37cm x 19cm x 21cm and had a smooth roughly dressed 
north facing elevation and upper surface with a mortar encmsted south facing 
elevation. At it ' s westem extent the stone was affixed to the 19th century 
magnesian limestone underpinning plinth, with t±e upper surfaces of both 
structures being level one another. The single stone would appear to have 
been the facing stone of a double skiimed wall that was only a single course 
deep. The construction trench of this wall indicated that the stmcture had 
been aligned east south east. It would appear that the greater part of this 
stmcture had been demolished during the current programme of works. Phase i i . 
Tbe remains of this wall were situated within a trench like excavation, this 
constmction trench was identified to the south of the wall and had been 
backfilled with a loamy sand and mbble f i l l . 
In order to meet the specified depth of dig i t was necessary to that this 
single stone be removed. 
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I FEATURE E 

Type: c i v i l stmcture 
Class wall: garden: retaining 
Context No: 4000 
Material: magnesian limestone 
NGR: 
Area: 
Planform: 
Profile: 
Aligned: 
Length: 
Width: 
Depth: 

SE 34865 56888 
4 
curvilinear 
north east 

800 cm 
64 cm 
46 cm 

Fig Nos: 4 
Plate No: 5, 6 
Film/Frame No: 
Comments: 

1/1,5 2/3-6 

a double skinned dwarf dry stone wall capped with large, irregular shaped 
paving stones. The wall is situated to t:he immediate east of the eastem gate 
with the south westera extent of the wall butting to the reconsolidated coring 
of the southern turret of the eastera gate. At it's north eastern extent the 
structure terminates against the existing concrete steps that afford access 
from the existing footway leading from the Castle Yard down to the Moat Walk. 
At this point a gritstone monolith has been erected, this four sided stmcture 
has a rounded upper surface extent, tbe girth of this bollard like structure 
indicates that i t may well have been, originally of greater length, although 
due to the high level of weathering this can not be determined. The stone is 
devoid of inscriptions. 
The wall is three courses in height on it's south east facing aspect and is 
flush with the existing tarmac footway to the north west. Three concrete 
encrustations situated to the immediate south east of the wall are the remains 
of a recent and now dismantled handrail. 
The current programme of works required the demolition of this stmcture prior 
to the reinstatement of stone kerbs and a new timber handrail. The wall was 
demolished by machine, during which i t was revealed that the wall had been 
constmcted on an existing mbble dump that consisted of large, roughly worked 
magnesian limestone fragments which are thought to be directly associated with 
the 17th century demolition of the Castle, altematively i t is possible that 
they are the remains of the former medieval bridge which would have spanned 
the moat at this point. 
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PLATE 5 

Area 4. A 19th Century retaining wall supporting the 
footway that passes through the East Qate. 

PLATE 6 

The line of the 19th Century retaining 
wall following it's demolition. 
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PLATE 7 

Area 5. A general shot depicting the machine excavation 
of the south western corner of Castle Y a r d . 

PLATE 8 

Area 5. A detail shot i l lustrat ing the nature and quality 
of the mortar and fabr ic of the curtain wal l . 
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PLATE 9 

Area 5. Excavations adjacent to the northern section 
of curtain wall, illustrating the maximum depth 
of dig together with the recently constructed 
raised planting bed. 

PLATE 10 

Areas. Excavations adjacent to the northern section of curtain wall, 
illustrating the maximum depth of dig together with the large 
fragment of unworked magnesian limestone known locally as the 
"mounting stone". 
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